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GREECE 

Negotiations for Funding the Greek Debt to the United States and fob 
AN Additional Loan to Greece 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1926 
Dec. 27 


(72) 


From the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

Conversation in which Foreign Minister made informal 
suggestion for debt settlement on basis of new loan of $48,- 
000,000, of which $30,000,000 would be used for refugee settle- 
ment work and the remaining $18,000,000 would represent 
principal and interest due on Greek debt to the United States; 
and American Minister remarked that same results would be 
achieved by settlement of Greek debt followed by commercial 
loan in American market. 
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1927 
Feb. 1 
( 4 ) 


Mar. 2 
(5) 


Mar. 4 

( 7 ) 


Apr. 9 

( 21 ) 


From the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

Greek Government's desire to learn whether American 
legislation regarding debt settlement is pending and what 
are expectations of Treasury Department, Greece having sent 
leading bank authorities to London for purpose of renewing 
negotiations with British. 

From the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

Report that British apparently are determined to refuse ad- 
ditional refugee loan until Greece consents to settlement for 
war materials as well as credits; opinion that American action 
to relieve situation by government or commercial loan would 
be justified on both humanitarian and economic grounds. 

To the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

Permission for informal statement that in case of acceptable 
offer by Greek Government United States would relax terms of 
1918 loan a^eement as to repayment and offer no objection 
to flotation of a commercial loan in the American market. 
Information that no legislation is pending; that World War 
Foreign Debt Commission was terminated without having 
made a recommendation; and that satisfactory proposals 
might open American market for a commercial loan. 

From the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

Information that Greece has reached agreement with Great 
Britain for debt settlement; suggestion that representations 
be made to Greece for no less consideration respecting U. S. 
debt. 
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(16) Instruction to inform Foreipi Minister that U. S, Govern- 
ment (1) expects no less consideration regarding debt settle- 
ment than has been shown British Government, and (2) will 
not regard favorably any flotation in the United States of a 
loan for Greece until a debt settlement has been effected, 
American banking interests which have inquired as to partici- 
pation with British bank in loan to Greek Government to be 
informed accordingly by the Department. 
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2 
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4 


4 
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GREECE 

Negotiations foe Funding the Gbeek Debt to the United States and fob an 
ADD inoNAii Loan to Geekce — Continued 


Subject 


1927 

Apr, 18 To the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

(17) Request for report as to reaction of Foreign Minister to 
representations made on basis of telegram No. 16, April 10. 

Apr. 19 From the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

(24) Foreign Minister’s promise of prompt consideration of De- 
partment’s views by Cabinet; his surprise and embarrassment 
upon learning that loan which British Government had agreed 
to support had already been offered in America. 

Apr. 26 To the Minister in Greece (iel.) 

(20) Transmittal of Department’s reply to American banking 
interests (text printed), stating inability to regard favorably 
the dotation in United States of a loan for any government 
having a debt to the American Government still unfunded. 

May 14 From the Minister in Greece (iel.) 

(33) Inquiry whether representations shall be made concerning 
guaranteed loan to be arranged in Geneva. Continued 
silence of Greek Government with reference to American 
debt settlement. 

May 18 To the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

(21) Permission to repeat U. S. point of view presented in tele- 
gram No. 7, March 4, emphasised by appropriate references 
to telegram No. 16, April 10. 

June 7 From the Minister in Greece (tei.) 

(38) Substance of Greek note, stating that Greece believes itself 
rightfully entitled to demimd complete application of 1918 
contract; that in agreeing with Great Britain to relinquish 
claim to balance of 1918 credits Greece never had impression 
that this would affect its American interests; that discussions 
will be resumed, Greece being ready to propose arbitration 
should insurmountable difhcultlos arise. 

June 9 From the Aftnw^sr tn Greece 

(219) Greek note of June 3 (text printed) referred to in telegram No. 

38, June 7. Information that France has made no advances 
under 1918 contract, nor does Greece propose to request any. 

July 18 Memorandum hp the Chief of the Dimeim of Near Baetem 
Affairs 

Conversation in which Greek Minister brought up question 
of further U. 8. advances under 1918 agreement and the Bec- 
retary of State referred to recent British debt settlement, 
stating that U. S. Government expected no less favorable terms, 
that the amount advanced did not affect principle Involved, 
and that consideration would be |dven to amy Greek proposals 
other than a proposal involving additional aovancea m money. 

Aug- 10 From the Aciino Secretary of the Treasury 

Suggestion, following informsl disoumon of question with 
Greek Minister, that an agreement along lines of that nego- 
tiated with British offers pwtive advantages- 

Aug. 25 From the Chargi in Oroeoe (id.) 

(54) Inquiry, In view of proposal of certain American interests 
to ffnanoe Greek en^dboeers who are bidding on national road 
work, as to whether u. 8. pdffey is s^ as outlined In triegram 
No- 20, April 26- 
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GREECE 


Repebsbntations To Pbotbct American Interests From Discrimination 
IN Concession to British Company for Tramways and Bcs Lines in 
Athens 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

Ptre 

1927 
Jan. 24 
(1) 

To the Minister in Greece (teL) 

Instructions to investigate statement of Ford Motor Com- 
pany that Greek Government is to grant concession to a British i 
company for an absolute monopoh in favor of British-built j 
chassis for motor busses between Piraeus and Athens and on ^ 
streets of Athens. ■ 

19 

Jan. 25 
(2) 

From the Minister in Greece {teL) 

Information that Greek Government is considering contract 
giving British concern monopoly of transportation in and 
around Athens and certain customs privileges, and that because 
concessionaires are supported by direct British Government 
Ioan» they must buy British cars and supplies exclusively. 
Recommendation that Department approve objections Minis- 
ter has already made and instruct him formidiy to support 
open-door policy. 

18 

00 

To the Minister in Greece (teh) 

Inquiry whether proposed concession constitutes simply 
exclusive franchise for bus system or grants rights so compre- 
hensive as to exclude individuals from operating motor taxi 
service. 


Jan. 29 

From the Minister in Greece (tel,) 

Information that taxis are not affected, but that provisions of 
contract as to freedom of competition are illusory and will result 
in driving out all competition. 

20 

! 

Feb. 2 
(3) 

To the Minister in Greece (teL) 

Disposition of Department not to object to exclusive fran- 
chise or customs exemptions granted by the contract; instruc- | 
tions, however, should contract restrict freedom of competition 
to such a degree as to result in exclusion of American automo- 
tive products, to make appropriate representationii against 
such aboriminatlon. 

1 20 

Mar. 22 
(118) 

From the Minister in Greece 

Report that representations have been material in securing i 
waiver by British company of privilege of importing gasoline, i 
tIreS; and accessories free of duty, and that some other modi- I 
fioations have been made in (N}ntract. 

21 

Representations to the Oreex OoveRNiiBNT Ebqawino Fsopoeso Incrbass 
IN Import Dimss on Wmrat and Fixiom 


1927 

Feb. n From ^ Mini9t4r in Gr$sc 0 

(75) ConelderatloD by speoial eommMon oi Creek Chember of 
proposed iooiease in Import duty on fiour; AmeHeso Minister's 
expression to Foreign Ministm* of hope thet he would use inllu* 
enoe to prevent change proposed. 
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GREECE 


Repeesentations to the Greek Government Regarding Proposed Increase 
IN Import Duties on Wheat and Flour — Continued 


Date'and 

number 

Subject 

Page 

1927 
Mar. 4 
(6) 

From the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

Introduction into Chamber of bill increasing rate of metallic 
drachma on imported wheat and flour as of March 2; American 
Minister’s representations against application of increase with- 
out notice, especially to flour afloat and on order. 

23 

Mar. 4 
(8) 

To the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

Request for report concerning import restrictions on flour. 

23 

Mar. 5 
(7) 

From the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

Report that Government proposed to increase rate of metallic 
drachma from 5 to 8)4 as to wheat and from to 14 as to 

flour, retroactive from March 2, and that protests have re- 
sulted in withdrawal of rate as to goods afloat or on order 
before March 1. 

24 

Mar. 8 
(9) 

From the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

Information that because legislative proposals apparently 
require exclusive use of domestic flour in breadmaking, impor- 
tations of flour will virtuallv cease j recommendation that 
Department support Minister’s opposition by strong represen- 
tations. 

24 

Mar, 10 
(9) 

To the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

Opinion that Department cannot formally oppose new regu- 
lations provided that Greece has agreed not to apply increased 

1 duties to wheat and flour on order prior to announcement of 
new rates and that most-favored-nation treatment is accorded 
American products. 

1 24 

! 

Mar. 11 
(10) 

From the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

Report that a reduced rate of 8^ drachma will be applied to 
flour afloat and on order prior to March 2, and that wheat in 
all cases will be held liable to new rate of S}4 drachma. In- 
quiry whether prohibition in bill concerning specific weight of 
wheat would affect importations of American wheat. 

25 

Mar. 14 
(10) 

To the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

Information that American wheat might be excluded by 
weight provision; instructions to endeavor to secure modifica- 
tion. 

25 

Mar. 18 
(12) 

From the Minister in Greece (tel.) 

Foreign Miinister^s statement that weight provision was not 
intended to discriminate against American wheat, and that he 
hopes to obtain amendment relieving bill of objections. The 
American Minister’s uncertainty of overcoming obstacles to 
flour importations, in view of Greek Government’s desire to 
build up domestic milling industry. 

25 
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GUATEMALA 

Good Ofpices of the American Legation in Behalf of American and British 
Creditors op the Guatemalan Government 


Date and 
number 


Subject 

i 


1926 
Nov. 2 
(1322) 


From ike Chargi in Guatemala 

British Minister's desire, in view of likelihood that Guate- 
mala may repay debt to International Railways of Central 
America, to ask British Foreign Office to reqt*est Department 
of State to instruct American Legation to urge upon Guate- 
malan President importance of settling British debt prior to 
issuance of any new bonds; American Charge *8 reply that he 
perceived no oojection but would not be able to assist without 
instructions. Memorandtim by British I/egation (text printed) 
outlining history of British claim and propoeaia of Council of 
Foreign Bondholders. 


Nov. 29 
(957) 


To ike Minieler in Ouatemala 

Approval of Charge’s statement reported In despatch No. 
1322, November 2. 


Dec. 27 From the British Ambassador 
(820) Inquiry whether United States would be prepared to Instruct 
American Minister in Guatemala to use go<^ offices with a 
view to promoting an understanding between Guatemalan 
Government and the representative of the Council of Foreign 
Bondholders. 




27 


30 

30 


1927 
Apr. 8 
( 22 ) 


To the Minister in Guatemala (teL) 

Reply to British Ambassador (excerpt printed), that Ameri- 
can Minister Is being instructed to assist in any proper way 
and to inform Ouatemida that United States would be glad 
to see a suitable settlement. Instructions to Minister to indi- 
cate to Guatemala advantae^ of a satisfactory settlement but 
to avoid impression that united State* is exerting preeeure; 
Department’s disinclination to support pending proposals of 
bondholders. 


Apr. 21 
(1472) 

Apr* 29 
(1479) 


May 4 



7 


From the Minister in Guaiemaia 
British opinion that it should be possible to effect an agree- 
ment after Ifegislative Assembly adjourns. 

From the Minuter in Guatemala 
Report eoncerning negotiations between International Hall- 
ways and Guatemiua for debt settlement; conversation with 
Foreign Minister in which he mentioned having received a 
British oommunloation tantamount to a protest against settle- 
ment with International Railways prior to agreement with 
British bondholders; details of Guatemalan proposal for rail- 
way debt settlement. 

Memorandum hy (he Chieif of the J[>msim of laHn Arnmmn 
Affairs 

Call of representatives of International Etdiways in which 
desire was expressed for setUement on basis of tmtanee by 
Guatemala of bonds to the amount of the claim, and for U* A 
informal good offices in promoting a eatUemeot 

To the Miniiier in Ouatomala (tsf.) 

Authorisation to use infonnal good offices in Intarnatloiial 
Railways xnatt&r; caution against omnmJUal as to ancMlaitdlity 
of terms of settlement. 


31 


32 


33 


35 


36 
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GUATEMALA 

Goob Offices of the American Legation in Behalf op American and British 
Creditors op the Guatemalan Government — Continued 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1927 
May 11 
(1491) 

From the Minister in Guatemala 

Information that American Minister, British Minister, and 
representative of Council of Foreign Bondholders called upon 
Foreign Minister and expressed desire for early settlement of 
British and International Railways debts, regardless of which 
was settled first, and that American Minister expressed atti- 
tude of Department of State that a mutually satisfactory 
adjustment is desirable for all parties concerned. 

36 

May 13 
(1497) 

From the Minister in Guatemala 

Report of progress of recent negotiations with regard to 
International Railways debt. 

39 

May 19 
(1504) 

From the Minister in Guatemala 

Signature by Guatemala and International Railways of 
agreement providing for issuance by Guatemala of 8 percent 
bonds to the company in payment of indebtedness; the Minis- 
ter's reservation of freedom regarding Department's attitude 
toward terms of contract. 

40 

May 31 
(61) 

From the Minister in Guatemala (teL) 

Approval of railway debt settlement by National Legisla- 
tive Assembly. 

42 

Oct. 12 
(1672) 

From the Charge in Guatemala 
'Terms of Guatemalan proposal for settlement with British 
bondholders, to which President and Cabinet have given con- 
sent in principle and which it is presumed will be approved 
when Legislative Assembly convenes in 1928. 

42 

Oct. 17 
(84) 

From the Chargi in Guatemala {tel,) 

Signature by representative of British bondholders, October 
15, of agreement for settlement on terms as outlined in despatch 
No. 1672, October 12. 

43 

Oct. 18 

From the President of the International Railways of Central 
America 

Expression of appreciation for cooperation of Department 
and assistance of American Minister during negotiations lead- 
ing to the settlement with Guatemala. 

44 


Eefresentations to the Guatemalan Government Against Proposed 
Concession of Monopoly fob Central American Air Line 


1927 

Jan, 19 From the Minister in Gibatemala 44 

(1391) Information that Francisco Buoh de Parada is in Guatemala 
to secure a concession in connection with proposed air line 
between Mexico City and San Salvador; suggestion that action 
by U, S. Congress providing for air service between southern 
United States and Puerto Barrios is highly desirable, so as to 
avert preemption of the aviation field in Central America. 

Feb. 1 To the Minister in Guatemala iteL) 45 

(7) Instructions to ascertain who is backing Parada financially, 

Feb. 3 From the Minister in GuoXemata (teL) 45 

(21) Information that Parada has left for San Salvador and that 
Kjirikino' in thnutfhf. trt he the Mexinan Onvemment. 
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GUATEMALA 

Rbpbbsbntations to the Guatemalan Goveknment Against Proposed 
Concession op Monopoly for Central American Air Line — Continued 


Date and 
number 

Subject 


1927 
Feb. 4 
(10) 

To the Minister in Salvador {leL) 

Instructions to report concerning presence of Farads in 
Salvador. 

I 46 

Feb. 7 
(10) 

From the Minister in Salvador {teL) 

Information that Parada has submitted proposition to 
Government of Salvador. 

46 

Feb. 15 
(13) 

To the Minister in Guatemala {tel.) 

Instructions to make representations to Guatemalan 
Government against grant of any monopoly which would 
deny to American citizens a fair and equal opportunity to 
compete in commercial aviation in Guatemala. 

46 

f 

Feb. 19 
(1427) 

From the Minister in QuaiemaXa 

Note verbals from Foreign Minister, to the effect that 
Guatemala has turned down Psrada's proposition. 

47 


HAITI 



Amendments to the Haitian Constitution or 1918 


1927 
June 1 
(1018) 

1 

From the High Commissioner in Haiti 

Proposed amendments to Constitution of 1918, which 
President Bomo is submitting to National Ammmbly for it a 
preliminary consideration (text printed). 

48 

1 

June 15 
(29) 

To the Chargi in Haiti {teL) 

Hope that no further action will be taken until Department 
has had opportunity to express opinion; Instructions to so 
infonn President Borno. 

1 50 

i 

June 23 
(962) 

From the Chargi in Haiti 

Report that propoGKKi amendments were published June 7: 
that opposition to amendment 6. which provides for 6-year 
presidential term and reelection, is developing. 

51 

June 24 
(32) 

To the Chargi in Haiti (isL) 

Surprise, in view of U. 8. obligation under treaty of 1915 to 
aid in maintaining a government in Haiti adequate for pro- 
tection of life, property and indivIduiJ liberty, that President 
Bomo should nave proceeded with amendments without a 
definite understanding with Department; instruetions to ex- 
press hope that President will seriously eonsider withdrawing 
amendment 6 and will take no action on other amendments for 
the present. 

52 

1 

June 25 
(53) 

From the Chargi in Haiti (fsl.) 

The President's statement that steps with regard to amend- 
ments were taken in entire accord with General Huaaidl, the 

1 High Commissioner; his understanding, which Is also the 
Oharg4%, that amendments were diseuased at Departmani by 
General EuaselL 

m 
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XV 


HAITI 

Amendments to the Haitian Constitution of 1918 — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


1927 
June 30 
(37) 


To the Charge in Haiti (tel.) 

Regret concerning situation that has arisen from fact that 
amendments, although discussed at Department, were not 
approved, and that final draft was not received until after 
they had been laid before Council of State and given to press; 
inability to approve amendment 6, and insistence that oppor- 
tunity should be given for thorough study and opinion con- 
cerning other amendments; 


53 


June 30 
(963) 


From the Chargi in Haiti 

Proposals by Councilors of State to amend Constitution to 
shorten senatorial term from 6 to 4 years and to empower the 
National Assembly to amend the Constitution. Petition of 
citizens of Gonalves District, June 14 (text printed), protest- 
ing against amendments published June 7. 


54 



From the Charge in Haiti (tel.) 

Memorandum by President (text printed) stating that 
amendments were examined and arrived at in accord with High 
Commissioner, and now can be withdrawn only by r^laoing 
them with a single amendment designed to restore to National 
Assembly its former existing right to amend the Constitution. 
President's uneasiness and desire for definite expression of 
Department's views. 


54 



From the Chargi in Haiti (tel.) 

President's willingness to accede to Department's objections 
to amendment 6; the (3harg4's belief that situation is favorable 
for withdrawal or modification, preferably the latter. 


56 


July 9 
(41) 


To the Chargi in Haiti (tel.) 

Department's disposition not to object to any other amend- 
ments than Nos. 6, 6, and 9, and suppression of articles 94 to 
99 of the Constitution. 


56 


July 12 

( 68 ) 


July 14 
(46) 


July 18 
(46) 


From the Charge in Haiti (tel.) 

Discussion in which President finally acceded to all the De- 
partment's objections except as to suppression of articles 95 
and 99, for which he asked reconsideration; his inability, how- 
ever, to understand Department's reasons for objections, and 
his continued feeling that someone in Washington studied and 
approved the court problem with the High CJommissioner. 

The Charge's request for Departments reaction to 7-year 
term without reelection suggested by President as alternative, 
and to proposals of Council of State reported in despatch No. 
963, June 30. 

To the Chargi in Haiti (tel.) 

Reiteration that Department did not approve amendments 
nor did anyone make any statement to General Russell which 
might have been interpreted as approval. 

To the Charge in Haiti (tel.) 

Exposition of Department's objections to amendments 5, 6, 
and 9 and to suppression of article 99; willingness, upon receipt 
of report concerning end to be accomplished, to reconsider 
objection to article 95; reply to inquiry concerning proposals 
of Council of State, that there is no particular objection to 
shortening senatorial term, but that Department is convinced 
that any amendments to the Constitution should be submitted 


57 


58 


59 






LIST OF PAPERS 


xvn 


HAITI 


Amendmbsnts to the Haitian Constitution of 1918 — ContjLnued 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1927 
Aug. 29 
(100) 

From the Chargi in Haiti (teL) 

The President’s preference to withdraw amendment 6 rather 
than use D^artment text, although still preferring 6-year 
term. The Charge’s comment to Department that with the 
exception of new wording for amendment 8 to article 89 (text 
printed), all amendments are now either acceptable to both 
parties or have been withdrawn. 

70 

Aug. 31 
(66) 

To the Chargi in Haiti (tel.) 

Willingness to omit amendment 6, although Depart- 
ment does not share President’s views concerning dangers of 
present provisions governing succession in case of a vacancy; 
instructions to urge retention in amendment 8 of 10-year term 
for judges of Cassation and 7 for others, and query whether 
number of judges of Cassation is to be reduced. 

71 

Sept. 6 
(106) 

From the Chargi in Haiti (tel.) 

The President’s decision not to retain amendment 6; his 
acceptance of 10- and 7-year terms for judges; explanation 
that question of reduction in number of judges will be con- 
sidered when framing laws organizing magistrature. 

72 

Sept. 9 
(112) 

From the Chargi in Haiti (fel.) 

List of amendments which have either been agreed upon or 
canceled, and text of amended article 89. ^ 

From the Chargi in Haiti (tel.) 

Text of amended article E of transitory provision. 

73 

Undated 
[Reo’d 
Sept. 9] 
(113) 

73 

Sept. 26 
(125) 

From the High Commieeioner in Haiti (tel.) 

Proposal of President Borno for amendment of articles 72 
and 77 so as to provide for a 6-year term and that a president 
elected to fill a vacancy shall serve 6 years rather than until 
the end of the term vacated (amendments printed). 

74 

Oct. 1 
(83) 

To the High Commieeioner in Haiti (tel.) 

Suggested wording to remove ambiguity from amended 
article 72 (text printed). 

75 

Oet. 4 
(1089) 

From the High Commimoner in Haiti 

Probability that amendments will be voted October 5, 
President Borno having expressed entire agreement* 

75 

Oct. 6 
(135) 

From the High Commieeioner in Haiti (tel.) 

Desire of Council of State to further amend article 72 so as to 
allow President Borno to serve 6 years; President Borno’s 
request to Council that since there is not time to obtain 
Department approval they not make the desired change. 

76 

Oot. 12 
(1095) 

From the High Commiesioner in Haiti 

Passage and approval, October 5, of proposed amendments 
to Haitian Constitution of 1918. 

(Footnote: Information that the amendments were adopted 
by a plebi^ite hdd January 10-11, 1928.) 

76 
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LIST OF PAPEBS 


HAITI 

Amendments to the Haitian Elector ai# Law of 1919 


Bateftnd 

number 

Subject 

j Pw 

1927 
July 1 

m 

To the Chargi in Haiti (tel.) 

Inquiry as to present status of electoral law. 

i 

July 9 
(67) 

From the ChargS in Haiti (tel.) 

Information that electoral law has been referred to Minister 
of Interior for study and preparation of text reforming old law. 

! 77 

1 

1 

Sept. 16 
(74) 

To the Chargi in Haiti (tel.) 

Instructions to inform Haitian President that Department 
would like to examine proposed electoral law before it is acted 
upon by CJouncil of State. 

j 77 

1 

1 

Sept. 17 

(119) 

From the Charge in Haiti (tel.) 

Provisions of law modifying certain articles of electoral law 
of 1919, and text of amended article 62. 

78 

Sept. 21 
178) 

To the Charg6 in Haiti (tel.) 

Desire to give all possible assistance so that new provisions 
may become effective in time for 1928 elections; inability, 
however, to give opinion as to certain doubtful amendments, 
and objection to portion of amended article 62 giving local 
authorities right to imprison voters for reasons which do not 
appear very substantial. 

79 

Sept. 23 
(122) 

From the Charge in Haiti (tel.) 

Modification of some amendments so as to meet V. objee* 
tions; President's belief that article 62 as amended is neceMsary. 

SO 

Sept. 29 
(128) 

From the High Commieeioner in Haiti (teL) 

Paasage of law modifying elector^ law, with inclusion of 
article The President’s willingness to make verbal agree- 

ment not to permit application of article 62 without agreeraexit 
with High Commissioner, and statement that arlide could be 
oancelea next year. 

80 

[ 

1 

Offositxon of the Haitian Government to Feofosed Viarr or Bknatoe 
W iLLUM H. Kino to HAm 

1927 
Mar. 8 
(10) 

From the High Commienoner in Haiti (tel,) 
letter of Senator William H. King to president of Fmtiioilc 
Union, February 22, stating plan to visit Haiti to study con- 
ditions there Ttext prinU^). President Bomo’s intention, 
unless Senator King is visiting Haiti as a representative ai the 
Senate, to request Department to inform mm that bis con- 
templated visit is not acceptable to Haitian Oovensment. 

81 

Mar. 9 
(9) 

To the High Commieeioner in HaUi (tel,) 

Information to Haitian Minister, in reply to request out* 
lined in telegram No. 10 of March S, that Departmexit was 
without authority to interfere. PerxsJMoxi to so advise 
President Borne, adding that vi^t Is unoflidal, and that more 
might be gained by admitting Senator King than by preventing 
his visit. 

81 

Mar. 12 

from Smator Wtiliam H, King (Mt.) 

Inquiry whsther D«p«urtziaeat mkhtoym Bsitbui ofBoial 
notioe received by Semitinr King in fiorto Rieo that aoeeee to 
territory of Beltil is deiried him. ' 

82 








LIST OF PAPERS 


XIX 


HAITI 

Opposition op the Haitian Govbbnment to Pboposbd Visit op Sbnatob 
William H. Kino to Haiti — Continued 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1927 
Mar. 12 

To the Governor of Porto Rico {tel,) 

Communication for transmission to Senator King (text 
printed) , regretting Haitian action, but recognizing tbat right 
of a person to enter is a domestic question with which another 
country has no legal right to interfere and stating that the 
Department does not see what further action it can take if 
Haitian Government insists on refusing entrance to Senator 
King. 

83 

Max. 17 
(17) 

From the Charge in Haiti {tel,) 

Information that incident appears closed, Senator King 
having decided not to enter Haiti. 

83 

Disinclination op the Depabtment op State To Sttppobt the British Gov- 
ernment in Claims Against Haiti Rejected by the Haitian Claims 
Commission 

1927 1 
Feb. 15 
(950) 

From the High Commissioner in Haiti 

British appeal to the Haitian Government from decisions of 
Haitian Claims Commission in three cases involving claims of 
British subjects for destruction of property during revolutions 
in Haiti. 

84 

Mar. 16 
(191) 

From the British Ambassador 

Request for assurance that IT. S. Government will take no 
action to deter Haitian Government from recognizing the 
claims in question. 

84 

Apr. 2 

To the British Ambassador 

Reply that, in absence of complete knowledge of the facts, 
Department is not prepared to state what reply it would make 
should Haiti request its advice. 

85 

Apr. 8 
(241) 

From the British Ambassador 

Impression that Department was familiar with details of 
the claims in question; request for expression of attitude U. S. 
Government intends to adopt. 

86 

July 13 

To the British Ambassador 

Information that the claims have not been brought to De- 
partment's attention by Financial Adviser of Haiti; opinion 
that it would be premature to assume any attitude with regard 
to a matter concerning which Haitian Government may never 
seek advice. 

87 

i 

Nov. 7 

Memorandum by ihe Assistard to the Under Secretary of State 
R^sumd of Department's attitude regarding the claims in 
question, and report of informal explanation to British Em- 
bassy official of reasons which led Department to take the 
posiuon expressed in note of July 18. 

88 







HONDURAS 


Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights Between the 
United States and Honduras, Signed December 7, 1927 


Bate and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1926 
July 12 
(25) 

To the Minister in Honduras {tel,) 

Inquiry whether Honduras is willing to begin negotiations 
with United States for a treaty of friendship, commerce and 
consular rights providing for unconditional most-favored- 
nation treatment, to supersede treaty of 1864. 

92 

July 20 
(44) 

From the Minister in Honduras {tel,) 

Willingness of Honduras to enter into proposed negotia- 
tions. 

92 

July 28 
(77) 

To the Minister in Honduras 

Transmittal of copies of draft treaty, with statement de- 
signed to make clear U. S. position concerning general features 
and respecting various provisions- 

93 

Aue. 14 

m 

From the Minister in Honduras {id,) 

Submittal of dx^t treaty to Foreign 066ioe. 

94 

1927 
June 22 

Memorandum by the AsststarU to the Solicitor 

Conversation in which American Minister to Honduras stated 
that Honduras wished to have exceptions added to article 7 in 
respect of commercial arrangements with other Central Ameri- 
can countries and to article 11 In respect of coasting trade, 
similar to the exceptions included in U. S. treaty with Salvador. 

94 


To the Minister in Honduras 

Acceptance of exceptions desired by Honduras, with expla- 
nation of differences between text of dmft now being negotiated 
with Honduras and text signed with Salvador; also explanation 
of most-favored-nation clause regarding commercial travelers. 

95 

Sept. 9 
(442) 

From the Minister in Honduras 

Report covering further negotiations concerning wording of 
treaty, and transmittal of copy containing all changes which 
have been agreed to. 

99 

Oct. 19 
(1S8) 

To the Minister in Honduras 

Transmittal of oopies of treaty for signature. 

100 

Deo. 7 
(76) 

From the Minister in Honduras (tsL) 

Signature of treaty. 

100 

Deo. 7 

Treaty Between the United States of America and Honduras 

Of friendship, commerce acid consular rights. 

lOl 


Supplementary Extradition Convention Between the United Btatea and 
Honduras, Signed February 21, 1927 


1926 

Sept. 17 To iha Minuter in H<mdwrw$ 115 

(89) Instructions for n^tiating a convention to supplemenl the 
existing extradition convention of Jfanuax^ 15, 1909, by pro* 
viding for extradition for (1) violation of the nareoUe laifs and 
(2) infractions of the customs laws or ordinances which may 
constitute oximes. 






HONDURAS 


Supplementary Extradition Convention Between the United States 
AND Honduras, Signed February 21, 1927 — Continued 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1926 

Oct. 9 ! 
(60) 1 

From the Minister in Honduras {tel,) 

Agreement by Honduras to supplementary convention as 
submitted; remiest for full powers and instructions. 

(Footnote: Information that full powers were transmitted 
with instruction No. 101, October 20, 1926.) ! 

116 

1927 
Feb. 21 

Supplementary Extradition Convention Between the United States 
of America and Honduras 

For enlarging the list of offenses on account of which extra- 
dition may be granted. 

116 


ITALY 


Destruction of the Hydroplane op Commander Db Pinedo at Roosevelt 

Dam, Arizona 

1927 
Mar. 19 

To the Italian Ambassador 

Information that copies of Ambassador's note of March 14 
giving itinerary of Commander De Pinedo^s hydroplane have 
been transmitted to oflBcials concerned, with a view to exten- 
sion of the usual courtesies and facilities. 

119 

Apr, 7 

To the Italian Ambassador 

Regret concerning accident which resulted in destruction 
of Comnaander De Pinedo's hydroplane at Roosevelt Dam; 
offer of all possible assistance in assembling new plane upon 
its arrival in United States, 

119 

Apr. 7 
(47) 

From the Ambassador in Italy {tel,) 

Information that American Ambassador has telegraphed 
Mussolini expressing regret for destruction of hydroplane. 

120 

Apr. 8 
(1211) 

From the Ambassador in Italy 

Exchange of telegrams (texts printed) in which Ambas- 
sador expressed regret, promising a thorough investigation, 
and Mussolini stated that Italy saw no connection whatso- 
ever between the incident and the fact that it took place on 
U, S, territory. Suggestion that in view of anti-Fascist 
sentiment in tTnited States, special attention be given to 
protecting the flyer. 

120 

Apr, 8 
(29) 

To the Ambassador in Italy {tel,) 

Statement of De Pinedo that tragedy could in no way be 
connected with a plot against Fascism; instructions to try to 
dispel any misapprehensions that may have arisen nrom 
charge of sabotage. 

122 

Apr, 8 

From Mr, B, B, Stretton^ Substation Superintendent, to Mr, 
F, J, Paine, District Sales Manager, Standard Oil Comr 
pany of California 

Detailed report of refueling of seaplane, indicating that 
blame for destruction should be plac^ solely upon Italian 
crew. 

123 






ITALY 


Dbstkuction op the Hydboplanb op Commander De Pinedo at Roosevelt 

Dam, Arizona — Continued 


I>ateand 

number 

Subject 

Fi«« 

1927 
Apr. 9 
(51) 

From the Amba^oador in Italy {UL) 

Information that in the light of De Pinedo's statement 
which has been published in Italy it Is generally understood 
that accident had no anti->Fascist connection. 

125 

i 

1 

June 17 
(82) 

From the Ambassador in Italy (teL) 

Extension of congratulations to Mussolini upon De Pinedo *s 
return from air voyage. 

(Footnote: Information that flyer had continued his flight 
in another pla^e sent from Italy.) 

125 

Activities of Uniformed Fascist Oroanikations in the United States 

1927 
Oct. 24 
(1442) 

From ihs Afnhtxssoulor in /fclti 

Extract from official bulletin of Fascist Lea^e of North 
America, October 1 (text printed), quoting (1) Mussolini’s 
message requesting Italians in Unlteoi States to preserve a 
double sense of honor: respect for America and for the prestige 
of Italy; and (2) oath required of League’s members. 

125 

Nfov. 26 

Memorandum by the Aesisiant Becretary of State 

Conversation in which Italian Ambassador said that Mus- 
solini had issued orders to all Fascist organisations not to 
march in uniform in foreign countries and that he wanted it 
known that persons marching in uniform would do so ixmbrary 
to the advice of the Italian Government. 

128 

ilEFRESSNTATIONS BT THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR HeOARDINO NeWSFAFER 

Attaces in the United States Aoainst the Italian Government 

1627 
Vpr. 11 

) 

From the Italian Ambassador 

Representations oonosrning attack by a New York news- 
paper against King of Italy, and inquiry as to measures U. B. 
Government will think it Mvisabk to adopt. 

139 

tu!y 14 

From ihs Italian And^assador 

Representations ooneeming further attacks by New York 
newspapers against King of Italy. 

129 

Fuiy 19 

To ih$ lUdiaen Ambattador 

Xnformstion that loquiry diaoloMS tb«t artkle rafnrred to in 
Amb«Bfador*> note of April 11 it not umnniiaybla mtder U. S. 
Inws nor does its publlostion oonstltuts bofiincement of sny 
FsdstiJ statute; promise to oommuntoste substaow of nply 
to inquiry sddrotsed to New Yoric SWa sutboritiee for so 
<ndnion ss to whether srtide is sotlonabie under my of tbs 
statutes of that States 

(Footnote: No final reply from New Yoric State sutboritieB 
appean in files.) 

130 

luly 36 

Tb ihs liaHan Ambassador 

Begret ooaoernina publioetion of meterial eneiosed wKb 
note of July 14; oplnumt howevert that than would be no 
likalihood ot auoeeatful proaeeutiQa under U. 8. Ism. 

ISO 










ITALY 


Representations bt the Italian Ambassador Regarding Newspaper 
Attacks in the United States Against the Italian Government — C on. 


Bate and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1928 
Jan. 4 

From the Italian Ambassador 

Representations concerning editorial published December 
8, 1927 (excerpt printed) containing incitement to murder 
King of Italy. 

131 

Jan. 12 

To the Italian Ambassador 

Repetition of regret and opinion expressed in note of July 
29] 1927. 

131 


LATVIA 


Agreement Between the United States and Latvia Regarding Mutual 
Recognition op Ship Measurement Certificates 

1927 
Dec. 12 
(4934) 

From the Minister in Latvia 

Notes by which Latvia and United States agree to mutual 
recognition of U. S. and Latvian ship measurement certificates, 
effective in Latvia November 15 and in United States Novem- 
ber 9 (texts printed). 

133 


LIBERIA 


Assumption bt the Department of State of Punctions Allotted to It in 
Agreements Between the Pirestone Interests and the Liberian 
Government 

00 

From Messrs. Shearman <& Sterling 

Inquiry whether Department will undertake obligations 
imposed by loan agreement of September 1, 1926, between 
Liberia, Pinance Corporation of America, and National City 
Bank of New York as Fiscal Agent. 

136 

Mar. 3 

To Messrs. Shearman Sterling 

Information that Liberian Government is being advised 
that obligations imposed by loan agreement will be assumed 
by Department upon retirement of bonds issued under 1912 
agreement. 

136 

Mar. 4 
(334) 

To the ChargS in Liberia 

Note for presentation to Liberian Government (text printed) 
giving assurance that obligations imposed by new loan agree- 
ment will be assumed upon retirement of bonds issued under 
1912 agreement. 

138 

Mar. 22 

From Mr. Harvey S. Firestone, Jr., to the Liberian Secretary 
of State 

Transmittal of text of agreement No. 2 (planting agreement), 
as ratified by Liberian L^islature, November 10, 1926, and 
now executed by Pirestone Plantations Company, with ex- 
pressions of appreciation for cooperation and courtesies 
i extended by Liberia during negotiations. 

140 










JUAX^HiXVlA 


ASStTHBTION BY THE DePABTMBNT OF STATE OF FUKCmONS AlXOTrEa> TO It IN 

Agreements Between the Fibestone Interests and the LtBasrAN 
Government — Continued 


Date and 
number 

1 

Subject 1 

Page 

1927 
Mar. 24 

From Mr, Harvey B. Fireetom, Jr, 

Transmittal of planting agreement, with inquiry concerning 
approval of arbitration provision and willingness of Depart- 
ment to act when called on in the matter of arbitration. 

141 

Apr. 12 

To Mr, Harvey S, Firestonet Jr, 

Willingness of Department to assume functions allotted un- 
der arbitration provision In agreement No. 2. 

141 

Apr. 13 
(341) 

To the ChargS in Liberia 

Instructions to inform Liberian Government in wnting of 
Department’s willingness to assume functions allotted under 
arbitration provision In agreement No. 2. 

142 

M&y 5 

From the Chargi in Liberia 

Discussion between Charge and Liberian Seeretarr of State 
concerning Liberian reply of April 25 (text printed) to note 
presented in accordance with Department’s Instruction No. 
3S4 of March 4, and Libexian misunderstanding of Depart- 
ment’s purpose in referring to refundment of 1912 debt. 

142 

May 6 
(16) 

To the Chargi in Liberia (tel,) 

Explanation that no redection upon good faith of Liberian 
Government was intended; instructions to make necessary ex- 
planation to dispel all misunderstanding. 

144 

May 7 

From Mr. Harvey S. Fireetcne, Jr,, to Mr. Harvey S, Fireetone 
Transmittal or loan agreement, with r^sum^ of negotiations 
and of arrangements made to carry out transition, July 1, 1927, 
from loan agreement of 1912 to new loan agreement. 

144 

May 10 
(24) 

From the Charoi in Liberia (ieL) 

Assurance that any misunderstanding concerning Depart- 
ment’s position has been dispelled. 

147 

May 2! 

From Mr, Harvey S, Firenione, Jr,, to Mr, Hnrpry S, Fireetone 
Transmittal of agreements Nos. 1 and 2, with rilsuin^ of 
negotiations leading to their execution. 

1 147 

July 6 

From Affttre. Shearman ^ Sterling 

Letter from National City Bank of New York to Finance 
Corporation of America, July 1 (text printed), stating that 1912 
bonds have been called for x^emptlon. Assumption that De- 
partment is prepared to reoognixe new loan agreement as in full 
force and ef^C 

150 

July 14 

To Mean, Shearman St Sterling 

Information that, In view of provision made for payment of 
1912 bonds and the pigment of Liberian debt to United States 
ed'ected July d. U. S. Government is pleased to meoept responsi- 
biiitiae aliottwi under new agreement. 

151 

July 14 

To Preeident Coolidge 

Text of articles dining responsibillUes under new loan ajpee- 
ment. and reoommandaUon that Sidney de la Hue be design 
nated Flnmmial Adviser. 

152 

July 18 

From lAs Seer^my io the PreMenJt 

Approval by President oi designation of Sidney de la Hue as 
Pinaneliitl AdvUm. 

150 




lilBEBIA 


ASStTMPTION BY THE DEPARTMENT OP STATE OP EtTNCTIONS AUOTTEP TO It IN 

Agreements Between the Firestone Interests and the Lebbesian 
Gk)VERNMBNT — Continued 


Subject 


To the Charge in Liberia. (teL) 156 

Note for presentation to Liberian Secretary of State (text 
printed) designating Sidney de la Rue for appointment as 
Financial Adviser. 

From the Chargi in Liberia 157 

Report that note was presented August 2; that De la Rue 
was formally commissioned June 27; and that his letter of 
acceptance, August 3 (text printed), transmits names of 
nominees for positions of Supervisor of Customs and Supers 
visor of Internal Revenue. 

From the Liberian Secretary of State to the American Chargi 158 

Information that designation of De la Rue for appointment 
as Financial Adviser is agreeable and acceptable to the 
Liberian Government. 


Payment by the Government of Liberia of Its World War Debt to the 
Government of the United States 

1926 

Dec. 31 To the Under Secretary of the Treasury 159 

Information that article XI of the recent loan agreement 
between the Finance Corporation of America and Liberia 
(text printed) provides for payment of Liberian debt to 
United States, amounting to $26,000 with interest, and that 
the Fiscal Agent has been asked the probable date upon which 
the question of payment may be taken up. 

1927 

Jan. 8 To the Under Secretary of the Treasury 161 

I»etter from Fiscal Agent, January 4 (extract printed), stat- 
ing that answer to inquiry will be made after conference with 
Liberian representative who is due in New York about 
January 20. 

Apr. 12 To the Secretary of the Treasury 161 

Letter from Receiver General of Customs of Liberia, April 6 
(text printed), stating that certain moneys will be available 
for refunding and settlement of Liberia's cfebts on July 1; that 
he has not been instructed to negotiate any reduction in the 
debt in question; and that he will be glad to be informed as to 
what will be expected with reference to closing this account, 
so that due provision may be made therefor. 

Apr. 14 From the Under Secretary of the Treasury 162 

Statement of advances made and payments received from 
Liberia against these advances (text printed), showing total 
amount due as of July 6, 1927, to be $35,610.46. 

Apr. 26 From the Liberian Secretary of State 165 

(392/ Arrangements for settlement of Liberian debt on or about 
M. F.) July 6, 1927. 

July 6 Press Release Issued by the Liberian Consulate General at Baltic 166 
more 

Announcement of payment of Liberian debt, with remarks 
made by the Liberian Consul General, July 6. and letter of 
felicitation from the (Secretary of the Treasury (texts printed). 


Page 


Date and 
number 


1927 
July 29 
(23) 


Aug. 9 
(Dip. 
499) 


Aug. 20 
(870/D) 





MEXICO 


Good Oppicbjs op the American Department op State and the British 
Foreign Office To Induce American and British Oil Interests in Mexico 
T o Ebspect Each Other's Claims 


1927 

Oct, 6 To the Commercial Counselor of the British Embassy 

Query whether, in view of desirability of avoiding appear- 
ance of controversy between Bntish and American oil inter- 
ests, the British Minister in Mexico mi^ht be asked fora report 
in the matter of a request by the British-owned Aguila Cfom- 
pany for permission to drill oil on certain American-owned lands. 

Oct. 20 From the Commercial Counselor of the British Embassy 

Information that application was for exploration permit, not 
drilling permit, and is m accord with existing agreed procedure 
of Association of Oil Producers in Mexico, but that British 
company is willing to conform to any amendment of existing 
agreed procedure adopted by Association as a whole. 


Oct. 29 

m 


Nov. 30 


Oct. 26 To ike Ckargi in Mexico 

(1485) Transmittal of British note of October 20, with comment 
that Department has no knowled^ of agr^ment between 
members of Association of Oil Producers in Mexico covering 
procedure in question and that inquiry la being made con- 
cerning it, 

Oct, 29 To the Ambassador in Mexico 

(2) Information that agreement of Oil Producers' Association 
not to apply for concessions under Petroleum Law covers only 
lands owned by Association membersj but that Mexican 
Petroleum Company r^resentative will raise question of ^ 
extension to all except Mexican-owned lands and will attempt 
to arrange withdrawal of application for exploratory concession. 

Nov, 30 From the British Ambassador 1 

Application by American-owned ilichmond Petroleum I 
Company for concessions on lands owned by British-owned j 
Mexican Estates Company, not an Association memlx*r: ! 
request that Department secure assurance that liichinond ! 
Company will conform to any amendment of existing aitrei*d : 
procedure which may be adopted by Association as a whole. 

Dec. 12 To the British Attdkasador { 

Information that the British and American interests an* ? 
negotiating In New York to settle the Richmond Petnileiim i 
Company matter, and that the Aguila matter has lieen satis- 
factorily arranged. ; 

Deo, Id From the British Ambassador j 

Request to be informed in due course of result of itegotia- i 
tions m progress In New York, | 

Dec, SI To the British Andxissador 

Letter from Richmond Petroleum Company represenUlive 
In New York, December SO (extract printed), advising that 
Mexican Estates Comptmy was admitted to special member- 
ship in the Association on November 22, and that minority 
owners of certain lands in Tonalapa, Including Mexleati Ks- 
Utes Company, are conducting nmtiatlons with private 
leaseholder for adjustment of their Interests, 

1928 

Jan, 12 From the BriUsk Ambassador 

Exptmskm of appreciation for infmmation supplied in 
letter of Deoember Si, 1927. 


Dec. 12 


Dec, SI 


1928 
Jan, 12 




MEXICO 

Protection op Rights op American Owners op Oil Lands in Mexico 


Bate and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Feb. 15 To President Coolidge 

Statement, in response to Senate resolution of February 3 
(text printed), that no oil concession was granted by Mexico 

E rior to May 1, 1917, American rights having been acquired 
y arrangements with previous owners, and under laws then 
existing ^excerpts printed); that, of owners of oil lands ac- 
quired prior to May 1, 1917, only four have applied for con- 
firmatory concessions, others having refused or failed to 
accept provisions of petroleum law; that Department has 
given no advice but has only supplied information as to gen- 
eral U. S. position respecting rights of American nationals; 
and that requested supplying of correspondence would not 
throw light on situation and might prejudice American rights 
in Mexico. 


176 


Apr. 11 
(3954) 


June 15 
(4275) 


June 25 
(4338) 


July 14 
(264) 


Aug. 8 
(4617) 


Nov, S 


From the Ambassador in Mexico 

Indications that, refusal of companies to accept or apply for 
confirmatory concessions having been made pretext for denial 
of drilling permits, foreign interests are likely to drill wells 
without permits, or to suspend production entirely. 

From the Charge in Mexico 

Notification issued by Department of Industry (text printed) 
to the effect that military escorts will prevent continued ex- 
traction of oil at all places where closing of wells is ordered for 
nonfulfillment of requirements of the petroleum law. 

From the Charge in Mexico 

Information that certain companies have commenced drill- 
ing operations despite refusal of drilling permits. 

From the Charge in Mexico (tel.) 

Receipt of instructions by several of the companies men- 
tioned in despatch No. 4338 of June 25, not to proceed with 
diilling operations. 

From the Charge in Mexico 

Information that decision of companies to defer drilling was 
influenced by several factors: By ar^ment of Mexican coun- 
sel of Huasteca Company that to drill without permits would 
amount to conspiracy against the Mexican Government, by 
Mexican Government's intention to prevent drilling, by onset 
of rainy season, and by overproduction of petroleum elsewhere. 

From the Ambassador in Mexico 

Report of presentation of letter of credence, October 29, and 
of conversations with President Calles at Santa Barbara, No- 
vember 2, and at Castle of Chapultepeo, November 8; the 
Pr^ident^s statement, in conversation of November 8, upon 
assurance that a decision of the Supreme Court following the 
Texas case would remove the main difficulty in the oil dispute, 
that such a decision could be expected within 2 months. 


Nov. 16 


To the Ambassador in Mexico 

Acknowledgment of report of preliminaiy conversations, and 
assurance that nothing will be said to oil Interests concerning 
pending Court decision. 


181 

184 

185 

185 

185 

187 

193 



MEXICO 

Pbotection of Rights of Amebican Owntsrs of Oil La^tds in Mexico — C on. 


Date and 
number 


Sublect 


Page 


1927 

Nov. 16 To the Ambassador in Mexico 194 

(27) Importance of endeavoring to reach general agreement with 
Mexican Government for recognition of valid American prop- 
erty rights rather than to make repeated representationH in } 
individual cases; suggestion that, pending such an agreement, 

Mexican authorities might be prevailed upon to give assur- 
ances that no affirmative steps looking to connscation or 
impairment of American property rights would be taken. 

Nov, 17 From the Ambassador in Mexico (teL) 195 

(412) Decision of Supreme Court holding articles 14 and 15 of 
petroleum law unconstitutional. 

Nov. 20 From the Ambassador in Mexico (teL) 196 

(418) Conversation in which President Calles expressed pleasure 
concerning Supreme Court decision and made it clear that he 
wished ail substantial rights df the oil companies to be ob- 
served. 

Nov. 17 Transiaiion of Opinion in ike Mexican Petroleum Company*s 197 
SuUfor ^^Amparo** 

As announced by the Supreme Court of Mexico. 

(Footnote: Information, by despatch No. 148, X>ecember5, 
from the Charg4 in Mexico, that formal opinion was signed 
December 2.) 


Aodbehh of Pheszdent Cooliooe Befobx United Press Association, Afbil 
25, 1927, AND CouuENTs OF Pbesident Calles Thereon 


1927 

Undated Address Delivered by President CooHd^e at the Dinner of ike 209 
Ignited Press Association at Xew }ork, April ^<5, jytfT 
hi which the Presirlent outilm!<l some of the difficulties the 
United States has recently Iwcn trying to work out with foreign 
nations, osixscially with Mexico, and exprcstied the view that 
adjustment with Mexico would be more likely to be secured 
through negotiation than arbitration. 

Apr. 27 From ike Ambassador in Mexico 221 

(4031) Questionnaire submitted to President Calles by Mexican 
press representatives, April 26, with rt^ard to addreac of Preei- 
dent CooHdge on April 25, and Premclent Calles* comments 
thereon (text printed). 


Attitude of the Department of State Toward Proposals To Arsitratr 
Differences Arising From the Mexican Land and Petroleum Laws 


1927 

Jan. 18 Senate Besolutum SiT As SubmiUed by Senator Joeepk 7*. Both 225 
tnion ‘ 

Suggesting that oontroversies with Mexieo relating to sUeged 
retroactive and confiscatory provisiotui of Mexleaii land and 
pebK>l«um laws be submittM to arbitraiioii. 

'Jan. 18 Prm Rdecm iesned ^ ^ Deparimemi ef l^ade 

Statement by the Sraetary cd Stale that for eome Hme he 
had been giving ooxudden^km lo question of definite appliegr 
tion of the psinmide of arbitmllm to tba esIsUng eontrovevsy 
with Mexieo* 










LIST OF PAPERS 


XXIX 


MEXICO 

Attitude of the Dbpabtmbnt op State Towakd Proposals To Arbitrate 
Differences Arising From the Mexican Land and Petroleum Laws — 
Continued 


Pate and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Undated Memorandum by the Secretary of State of a Conversation With the 226 
Chilean Ambassador, January 18, 19^7 
In which the Chilean Ambassador quoted the Mexican For- 
eign Minister and President Calles to the effect that if United 
States should propose arbitration, such proposal would be 
favorably considered by the Mexican Government. 

Jan. 19 From the Ambassador in Mexico {tel,) 227 

(25) Informal statement of Chief of Diplomatic Bureau that Mexi- 
can Government would not admit right of any foreign au- 
thority to pass upon the legality or validity of internal laws 
of Mexico, but that it would be glad to submit to arbitration 
concrete cases involving American rights. 

Undated Memorandum by the Secretary of State of a Conversation With the 227 
Chilean Ambassador, January Bl, 1BB7 
In which Chilean Ambassador said he had heard from Mexico 
that arbitration suggestion was very satisfactory; the Secre- 
tary’s reply that Mexican Government was continuing its con- 
fiscatory acts in full knowledge of U. S. position: his declination 
to permit the Ambassador to make any suggestions to Mexico 
on the subject. 

Jan, 26 Senate Resolution 3^7 228 

As amended and agreed to. 


Convention Between the United States and Mexico Extending Duration 
OF THE General Claims Commission Provided for in Convention of Sep- 
tember 8, 1923, Signed August 16, 1927 

1927 

Aug. 16 Convention Between the United States of America and Mexico 228 

Extending duration of General Claims Commission provided 
for in convention of September 8, 1923. 

(Note: Information that the Mexican Government declined 
to sign protocol of same date providing for continuance of work 
of Joint Secretaries and respective agencies of the two Govern- 
ments, pending ratification of this convention.) 


Termination of the Convention Between the United States and Mexico 
To Prevent Smuggling, Signed December 23, 1926 


1927 

Mar. 21 To the Ambassador in Mexico {tel.) 230 

(69) Note for Foreign Minister (text printed), terminating smug- 
gling convention of 1925 as of March 28, 1927, and statement 
to bS given to press by Department (text printed) upon receipt 
of advice that note has been delivered. 

Mar, 23 From the Ambaesador in Mexico 231 

(3853) Delivery of note on March 21: Foreto Minister’s reply, 

March 22 (text printed), stating that Mexico considers con- 
vention tenninat^ as of March 28. 










lilST OF PAPERS 


MEXICO 

Renewed Negotiations fob a Settlement of the Dispute Oveb the Ric 


Grande Boundary 

Bate and 
number 

Subject 

Pftfa 

1927 
Mar. 30 
(1263) 

To the AmhasBador in Mexico 

Instructions to inform Foreign Office that U. S. Government 
is prepared to instruct Ametic&n Commissioner on Interna- 
tional Boundary Commission to proceed with drafting of a con- 
vention for dealing with rectification of the channel of the Rio 
Grande, upon being advised that Mexican Government will 
send similar instructions to Mexican Commissioner. 

232 

Apr. 27 1 
&029) 1 

From the Ambassador in Mecico 

Mexican note, April 25 (text printed), advising that inst mo- 
tions are being issued to Mexican Commissioner to proceed | 
with drafting of convention. | 

232 


Administration of the Embargo on the Shipment of Arms and Munitiokj 

TO Mexico 


1926 
July 30 
(248) 

To the Chargi in Mexico (ieL) 

Removal from embargo, July 21, of nonmilitary aircraft 
destined to points in Mexico. 

m 

Oct. 15 

From the Mexican Chargi 

Request for permit for eight Douglas airplanes of type used i 
by American Army, and equipment. 

23? 

Dec. 16 

To PresiderU Cooiidge 

Considerations which move Secretary not to grant the per- 
mit requested. 

I 23^ 

Dec. 16 

To the Mexican Ambassador 

Information that export permit has been dented and state- 
ment that general question of maintenance of arms embargo 
is being reconaiderea by U. B. Government. 

m 

Deo. 23 

From the Mexican Ambassador 

Expression of thanks for Intimation that arms embargo is 
being reoonsideredy and esgilanation that Mexico has at no 
time taken steps with U. S. Government for maintaining or 
lifting it. 

m 

Deo. 29 
(3464) 

From the Ambassador in Mexico 

Press Information that, despite export prohibition, four of 
the Dous^ airplanes ordered were received and are operating 
in YaquF district; publication In another newspaper, however, 
of despatch from Nogales, ArlsonS; to effect that eight air-* 
planes are being held there. 

m 

1927 
Jan. 8 
(1164) 

To the Ambassador in Mexico 

Memorandum by the Aadstant Chl^ of the DivkioD 
Mexican Affalia (text printed), stating that the four alrplanee 
exported ware of nonnulitary type and that the four others are 
at Nogales under surveillimoe of Customs Ck>lleetmr, and 
advising Department^ dedsion to redmpoee embargo upon ail 
alraaft desuned for Mexico, ragardkes of purpose for which 
intended. 

237 





LIST OF PAPEES 


XXXI 


MEXICO 


Administration of the Embargo on the Shipment op Arms and Munitions 

TO Mexico — CJpntiiiued 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1927 
May 31 
(218) 

From the Amhaseador in Mexico (tel.) 

Presidential decree, May 30 (text printed), ordering Federal 
departments to abstain from purchasing in the United States 
articles intended for use in the administration of the public 
service. 

238 

June 1 
(220) 

From the Ambassador in Mexico (tel.) 

Suggestion that Mexico's objections as set forth in decree of 
May 30 could be met by lifting the arms embargo. 

239 

June 3 
(4206) 

From the Ambassador in Mexico 

Foreign Office statement (text printed) explaining reasons 
leading to issuance of decree of May 30 and declaring that de- 
cree does not constitute boycott of American merchandise. 

239 

July 6 

From the Mexican Ambassador 

Representations concerning the confusions and difficulties 
that have arisen from extension of the embargo to Mexican 
official shipments without previous notice, and inquiry whether 
it is a settled policy to extend embargo to official shipments of 
arms and other war materials. 

240 

Oct. 8 

Memorandum by the Assistant Chief of the Division of Mexican 
Affairs 

List of American companies which have protested the em- 
bai^o and have requested that it be modified; recommendation 
of Embassy in Mexico that embargo situation be given careful 
consideration. 

242 

Oct. 28 
(6114) 

From the Charg4 in Mexico 

Executive decree, October 27 (text printed), abrogating de- 
cree of May 30. 

243 

Dec. 3 

To the Mexican Ambassador 

Release of two shipments of arms intended for Mexico. 

244 

Dec. 21 
(304) 

To the Ambassador in Mexico (tel.) 

Request for opinion whether this is the opportune time to re- 
lax present restrictions on export of arms purchased by the 
Government of Mexico and detained in the united States, 

246 

Dec, 24 
(455) 

From the Ambassador in Mexico (tel.) 

Opinion that now would be the opportune time. 

246 

Dec. 30 

To the Mexican Ambassador 

Information that permissions have been granted for export 
of certain shipments of arms and munitions destined for 
Mexican Government. 

245 

1928 
Mar. 23 
(78) 

To the Ambassador in Mexico (tel.) 

Announcement that Department has decided to eliminate 
commercial airplanes from list of articles destined for Mexico 
requiring individual export licenses. 

246 






MEXICO 

Stjppbijssion op Activities op Mexican Factions on the Bordee in Violation 
OF Laws op the United States 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

Psffe 

1927 
Nov. 4 

From the Mexican Chargi 

Request for cooperation to the end that necessary measures 
may be taken to prevent activities of Yaqui refugees in the 
United States who are plotting an armed movement against 
Mexican Government. 

246 

Dec. 20 

To the Mexican Ambassador 

Reply that a report dated December 5 (extract printed) has 
been submitted to the Department showing that activities of 
different factions on border adjoining Arisona have been 
watched very closely, in consequence of vrhich a number of in- 
dictments have been returned. 

247 

Withdrawal op Subpoena bt the United States Senate Upon Mexican 
Consul General at New Yore on Assukance That Consul QMnmKAt 
Would Appear Voluntarily 

1927 

Undated 

Memorandum by ike Under Secretary of State of a Conversation 
With ike Mexican Ambassador^ December /f, 

In which the Under Secretary expressed the opinion that, 
in the absence of treaty provisions to the contraiy, a consul 
could be summoned to testify as to unofficial matters within 
his knowledge, and in which the Ambassador expressed the 
opinion that a consul could not be called at all as a witness in 
a proceeding such as that landing in the Senate. 

248 

Undated 

Memorandum by the lender Secretary of State of a Conversation 
With the Mexican Ambassador, December /.?, tBttT 

In which the Ambassador said the jiosition of his Govern- 
ment remained as stated, but that hia Goveniwent would be 
be willing for the consul gencml at New York to appear vol- 
untarily and in his personal caimcity, provided he did not 
appear under subpoena. 

250 

Undated 

Memorandum by the Under Secretary of State of a Conpersation 
With the Mexican Ambassador, December I4» 

In which the Under Secretary suggeeted that the Ambassa- 
dor write a note setting forth the views of his Government 
and willingness to have consul general appear voluntarily 
before the Committee in his personal capacity, claimitig, of 
course, immunity from Inquiry for his records and official acts. 

250 

I 

1 

Dec. 14 

From the Mexican Ambassador 

Note in accordance with suggestions of the Under BemmtMsy 
of State. 

250 

Deo. 14 

From Senator Daeid A, bteed 

Withdrawal of subpoena and substitution of invitaiio]i for 
consul general to appear In his personal eapaeity, willi assur* 
anoes that no attempt will be made to seeurs any doeumanta 
or information which can fjidd^y be claimed to be entitled to 
immunity. 

2S2 

Deo. 16 

To the Mexican Ambassador 

Appreciation for oooperaUon In the investigatloii; nseesslty, 
neverthalees, of recorobg fact that U. B. mm on rekhrant 
questions of intemaUoaal law do not oolnelde with iboss of 
Mmdoo and that U, B, position must be lagaitled as fully 
reserved. 

2&a 




LIST OF PAPERS 


XXXIII 


MEXICO 

Protest by the United States Against Arbitrary Manner of Arrest and 
Deportation of Joseph de Courcy From Mexico 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Aug. 10 From the Chargi in Mexico {tel,) 

(307) Information that Joseph de Courcy, American citizen and 
correspondent of New York Timesj is being held without 
charges and is to be deported, and that, after repeated efforts 
to locate him. Embassy has been informed that he may be seen 
at police headquarters. 

Aug. 10 From the Charge in Mexico {tel,) 

(310) Oral protest to Foreign Office against detaining De Courcy 
incommunicado and without food or sleeping accommodations, 
and reminder that the withholding of information as to charges 
on which he is held is contrary to an informal understanding 
reached 3 years ago between Embassy and Foreign Office; 
request for instructions to deliver formal protest. 

Aug. 11 From the ChargS in Mexico {tel.) 

(311) Information that De Courcy has been put on train for 
Laredo, Texas, but that no reason has yet been given for his 
arrest, detention, and expulsion. 

Aug. 11 To the Charge in Mexico {tel,) 

(181) Instructions to present formal protest to Acting Foreign 
Minister. 

Aug. 19 From the Chargi in Mexico 
(4696) Foreign Office statement to press (excerpt printed) and note, 
August 18 (text printed), substantiating statement, asserting 
that Mexico cannot recognize protest, and inquiring whether 
United States is disposed to notify Mexican Embassy in 
Washington regarding cases of expulsion or deportation of 
undesirable Mexican citizens. 

Aug. 20 From the Charge in Mexico {tel.) 

(318) Information that a memorandum of June 28, 1924, in Em- 
bassy files shows that Foreign Office expressed willingness to 
permit a secretary of the Embassy to examine original docu- 
ments in cases of expulsion of any American citizens under 
article 33 of the Mexican Constitution. 

Sept. 15 To the Charge in Mexico 

(1446) Instructions to reply to Mexican note of August 18, stating 
that U. S. Government does not question right to expel undesir- 
able aliens, but making emphatic protest against harsh treat- 
ment accorded Mr. de Courcy and arbitrary manner of his 
arrest and deportation, and advising that it is unnecessary 
to notify Mexican Embassy in expulsion cases because accused 
and counsel are permitted to communicate with nearest 
Mexican consular officer. 

(Footnote: Information, by despatch No. 4901, September 
22, that note had that day been addressed to the Foreign 
Office.) 


253 

254 

255 

255 

256 

258 

258 
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MEXICO 


Good Offices of the Department of State To Pkoci re for Howard T. 
Oliver an Opportunity To Effect an Adjustment of His Claim Against 
Mexico 


Bate and 
number 


Subject 


1927 

Feb. 12 To the AmhasBador in Mexico (teL) 

(31) Aide-nUmoire for Foreign OjfSce (text printed) reviewing 
unsuccessful efforts of Oliver American Trading Company to 
secure adjustment of claim against Mexican Government and 
expressing hope that Mexican Government will afford oppor- 
tunity for case to be considered. 

Mar. 4 From the Ambassador in Mexico 
(3775) Foreign Office memorandum (text printed), explaining 
Mexican attitude toward Mr, Oliver and his claim, but 
expressing willingnesB to permit him to enter Mexico for a 
reasonable length of time to exercise rights to which he 
considers himsdf entitled. 

Apr. 7 To the Ambassador in Mexico {teL) 

(84) Instructions to explain to Foreign Office that sus|)ension of 
expulsion decree against Mr. Oliver does not completely meet 
situation and to inquire whether Mexican Goveniment might 
waive technicalities and authorise agent in United States to 
reopen negotiations discontinued in 1923, on basis of settle- 
ment outlined in telegram of December 22, 1922, from Mexican 
President to financial agent in New York (text printed). 

Mav 3 From the Ambassador in Mexico 
(4046) Foreign Office memorandum, April 29 (text printed), 
declaring tliat negotiations In question were without binding 
force for Mexican Government; that case is one of a purely 
civil character the settlement of which should be entrusted to 
Mexican courts; and that Mr. Oliver will enjoy the guarantees 
and facilities granted by Mexican laws. 

(Footnote: Information that on l>eceinher 23, 1927, Depart* 
ment was informed Mr. Oliver was leaving for Mexico: that by 
despatch Ko. 313, January 31, 1928, the Embaasy reported that 
it had lent Its good offices toward a passible settlement: but 
that Mr. Oliver had failed to secure a settlement of his daitn.) 


250 


253 


267 


269 


MOROCCO 

Nsootiations Concerninq CtAtMa AKO PEoroesn AwEatcAN RicooNiTtOK or 
THE Spanish Zohx in Moeocuo 


1927 
June 2 


July 26 
(72-11) 


Oct. 18 
(488) 


Memorandum by the Asoistaid Secreiary of Siais 
Conversation in which Spanish Ammissador took up quesUon 
of taxes in Spanish Zone and possible U» B. reeogniUcNi of Zone, 
which would Include giving up capitulations, and asked that 
the serious consideration proxrused In 1924 be followed up by a 
note saying just what would be done In mattm* of leeognlUon. 

From the Spanish Chargi 

Information that Spanish Qovenuzient is ready to study 
certain claims oonnected with Spanish Morooeo and wishes 
that they be stated anew, together with latest U. 8. views. 

To the Diplomaiie and Cbasid (kmral el TBm§kt 
Instructions to submit a i4mtm4 d aU Amerlean daime in 
Spanish 2!one, together with recommendations as to pioeedurs 
to be fcRoweci in thdr iwtamlnatlon, 


272 


272 


27S 



LIST OF PAPERS 


XXXV 


MOROCCO 

Negotiations Concerning Claims and Proposed American Recognition op 
THE Spanish Zone in Morocco — Continued 


Date and 
nomber 


Subject 


1927 

Nov. 7 To the Spanish Amhassador 273 

Reiteration of assurances that U. S. recognition of Spanish 
Zone will be given consideration as soon as claims settlement 
has been agreed upon; proposal that claims be examined in 
Tangier by commission composed of American diplomatic 
agent and Spanish consul general. 

Nov. 7 To the Diplomatic Agent and Consul General at Tangier (teL) 274 

(9) Information concerning proposal as to procedure, with 
promise of instructions when reply has been received from 
Spanish Embassy. 


NETHERLANDS 

Proposal To Allocate to the Netherlands Government the Former 
German Yap-Mbnado Cable 


1927 

Feb. 5 From the Netherlands Charge 275 

(367) Presentation of claim for compensation in behalf of injured 
Netherlands interests, according to value of Yap-Menado 
cable plus interest from February 1, 1922, the date on which 
the Washington agreement of December 31, 1921, for alloca- 
tion of the cable to the Netherlands Government might have 
been ratified; information that similar steps are being taken 
with Governments of Great Britain, France, Japan, and Italy; 
request for XJ. S. views. 

Mar. 15 To the British Ambassador 277 

Request for British views concerning Netherlands claim; 
statement that United States would not object to opening of 
Yap-Menado cable to traffic and operation by Netherlands 
pending definite allocation of former German cables; inquiry 
whether Great Britain would attend meeting of {First Commit- 
tee of Electrical Communications Conference of 1920 for dis- 
cussion of allocation of all ex-German cables should a meet- 
ing be arranged. 

(Similar notes to diplomatic representatives at Washington 
of France, Italy, and Japan.) 

Mar. 31 From the British Ambassador 279 

(213) Reply that Netherlands proposal for cash payment is likely 
to give rise to insuperable difficulties: that only solution likely 
to be agreed upon is to deliver cable in full settlement in 
respect of Netherlands interests in aU three Yap cables; that 
transfer should be expedited; and that British will not accept 
responsibility for any part of claim put forward as consequence 
of delay in effecting such transfer. Willingness to attend meet- 
ing of First Comimttee. 

May 2 From the British Ambassador 280 

(^2) Opinion that cable should be handed over at once to Nether- 
lands without waiting for resumption of work of First Com- 
mittee. 
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LIST OF PAPERS 


NETHERLANDS 

Proposal To Allocate to the Netherlands Government the Former 
German Yap-Mbnado Cable — Continued 


Date and 
num’ber 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

May 16 To the British Ambassador 

Information that Japan has replied that she cannot consent 
to Netherlands claims and that Japanese Ambassador is 
authorized to attend meeting of First Committee if called* and 
that further notes are being addressed to France and Italy 
urging them to expedite action with respect to matter. 

Sept. 28 From the British Ambassador 281 

(^42) View that if meeting cannot l>e held promptly steps should 
be taken to effect transfer of cable as soon as possible: inability 
to accept responsibility for any claim in resp^t of delay in the 
transfer. 

Nov. 2 To the Neiherlarvis Minister 282 

Regret that it has not been found jpossihle to entertain 
request for payment of claim, and belief that only solution is 
delivery of cable. 

Nov. 2 To the British Ambassador 

Information that Italy and Japan have indicated willingness 
to attend meeting and that attempt is being made to Sna out 
whether France would attend; that both France and Italy 
approve delivery of cable to the Netherlands; and that com- 
munication Is being addressed to Japan with a view U> obtain- 
ing statement concerning position with reference to delivery of 
cable. 

(Note: Information, November 11, 1927, that Japan was 
disposed to consent to temporary operation of cable by 
Netherlands, and, November 12, 1927, that France would take 
part in meeting of First Committee; failure, however, to reach 
agreement on proposal for allocation or to adopt any other 
proposal.) 


NICARACrA 

ErroRTS by the United States to Preserve CoNSTiTmoNAL Government 

IN Nioaraooa 


1926 
Dec. 31 
(259) 


From the Minister in Nicaragua (fel.) 

Conference at Legation of Nicaraguan Fepreaentativea to 
discuss straitened financial condition of their country; deter- 
mination of Conservatives to continue fight a^lnst revolution 
to a finish; President Diases hope that united States emu find 
way to check Mexican and other outside aid to Liberals. 


1927 

Jan. 3 To ike Minister in Nioaraaua (fd.) 

(2) Inquiry whether establishment of a Legation guard is vital 
for protection of Legation and American and foreign liven and 
property. 

Jan. 4 From the Mintsier in Nioaragua (IsL) 

(5) Information from Dias he is unmlide to guarantee pro- 
tection of American and other foretas liven; reoeipt of tern- 
sentations from British and Italian Cbargie that condder 
th^ nationals in imminent jp^ witliout outside proiecHosi; 
opinion that fetsJhIlahment ofLega^on ggaid would oootribute 
toward Iminoventient of ooadlti^ and ul^mate eolutloii. 


285 


286 

286 



LIST OF PAPERS 


XXXVII 


Efforts 


Date and 
number 

1927 
Jan. 4 
(5) 


Jan. 6 

( 8 ) 


Jan. 6 

( 8 ) 

Jan. 7 
( 11 ) 


Jan. 10 


Jan. 10 
(15) 


Jan. 13 
(13) 


Jan. Id 
(204) 


Jan. 18 
( 10 ) 


Undated 


Jan, 22 

m 


NICARAGUA 

BY THE United States to Preserve Constitutional Government 
IN Nicaragua — Continued 

Subject 


To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Issuance of order to Commander, Special Service Squadron, 
to send force of marines from U.S.S. Galveston to Managua to 
act as Legation guard; instructions to inform President Diaz 
and to arrange necessary details. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Instructions to inform commander of Legation guard of 
representations made by British and Italian Cliarg^s and to 
forward text thereof to Department. 

(Footnote : Information that representations were forwarded 
in despatch No. 332, January 12.) 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Arrival of Legation guard. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Instructions to accord to Belgian nationals such protection 
as may be possible and proper, in view of Belgian Ambassador's 
request for their protection. 

Message of the President of the United States to Congress 

R6sum4 of U. S. relations with Nicaragua since 1912; inten- 
tion to use Executive power to insure adequate protection of 
all American interests in Nicaragua. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Necessity for Nicaraguan Government itself to solve internal 
controversy; readiness of United States to extend good 
offices; instructions to explore possibilities and render opinion. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Report of progress of plan for bringing two factions together 
in preliminary conferences; belief that Liberals will demand 
U. B, supervision of 1928 elections. 

From the Consul at Bluefields 

Report of fairly stable conditions since battle of Pearl 
Lagoon, December 24-26, 1926, and of declaration by 
American naval forces of neutral zones at Puerto Gabezas, Rio 
Grande, Pearl Lagoon, Prinzapoloa, and Rama. 

From the Minister in Guatemala (tel.) 

Otter of Guatemalan good offices to Nicaragua. Indications 
that Liberal leader, Sacasa, will continue attitude of intransi- 
gency while professing to favor mediation of Costa Rica. 

Peply of President Coolidge to the Remarks Made by the Newly 
Appointed Nicaraguan Minister Upon the Presentation of 
His Letters of Credence, January $0, 19$7 
Gratification that it is once more possible to resume official 
relations and that steps are being taken to compose factional 
differences in Nicaragua. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Associated Press account of interview with Sacasa at Puerto 
Gabezas, January 21 (text printed), in which he expressed 
favorable attitude toward U. 8. supervision of 1928 elections 
but also suggested joint supervision by United States and 
Central American Republics. U. S. willingness to supervise 
elections, either alone or jointly, if both parties so desire. 
Instructions to ascertain whether public statement to this 
effect would be satisfactory to Nicaraguan Government. 


287 

287 

288 
288 

288 

298 

299 

300 

300 

301 

302 
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LIST OF PAPERS 


NICARAGUA 

Effobts by the Unitei) States to Preserve Constitutiox*vij Govebxmext ix 

N iCAHAGtr A— -Continued 


Date£ind 

number 
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1927 

Jan. 24 From the Minister in Ni^ragua (Jiel.) 303 

(24) Information that Diaz has already announced publicly 
acceptance of U. S. supervision of 1928 elections, but that he 
believes, as docs American Minister, that joint sufiervision 
with Central American governments would be impracticable 
and undesirable. 

Jan. 27 To the Secretary of the Navy 304 

Message for Admiral Latimer (text printed), requesting him 
to dissipate any false impression held by Sacasa as to U. S. 
policy toward recognition of revolutionary governments. 

Jan. 27 To the Minister in QuaitmaUi (tel) 305 

(6) Instructions to make no more efforts to encourage Guate- 
mala to offer good offices in connection with settlement of 
Nicaraguan internal difficulties, 

Jan. 31 From ike Minister in Nicaramia (tel) 306 

(27) Information that during 3-day visit in Managua^ Admiral 
Latimer met prominent members of both parties, and that 
Minister reiterated to Liberal committee the opinion that 
Sacasa would never be recognized by U* S, Government in 
any circumstances. 

Feb. 7 To the Secretary of the Navy 306 

Message for Admiral I-atimer (text printed), stating that, ; 
contrary to message received from Sacasa revolutionaries ; 
accepting U. S. mediation (text printed). United States has ; 
made no offer of mediation, but that if U. S. good offices 
should be invoked by both parties, proposal would be con- 
sidered; desire that Admiral arrange to eoniinunicate this 
information to Sacasa {jersonally. 

Feb. 7 To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel) 307 

(34) Instructions to investigate retried capture and burning 
of Chinandega by revolutionary forces, and to advise whether 
American citizens are serving In Nicaraguan Army. 

Feb. 7 From the Minister in Nicaragua (lel) 

(31) Report of fightinff and burning in Chinandega; Diai*s 
belief that revolutionisU have recently received amis, pmsiibly 
through Salvador or Honduras and certainly through Costa 
Eloa. 

Feb. 7 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tsi.) SOS 

(32) Eout of revolutionists who attacked Chinandega: Informa- 
tion that two Americans are instructors with Nicaraguan 
<3ovemment constabulary and two are aviators accredit^ to 
same service. 

Feb. 8 To iks Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 309 

(35) Importance of impressing upon President Diai that Ameri- 
can forces in Nicaragua will not be drawn into position of 
engaging ^th Government troops s^nst revotuilotiaiy 
forces; u. 8, intention, nevertheleis> to notify revolutionists 
that they wiH be expected to protect Ameiicati livea and 
property at any place under their control and wOI be espeeted 
to maintain uninterrupted ecmmunieatkm eo far as mainte- 
nance and iupiay of Amexfoan lorees Is eoneexnect 
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1927 
Feb. 8 
(36) 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Instructions to make plain to Americans attached to con- 
stabulary or other armed forces that in event they take oath of 
allegiance to a foreign government they forfeit their American 
citizenship, and that if they actively participate in hostilities 
they cannot look to United States for protection. 

309 

Feb. 9 
(37) 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Resumption of train service between Managua and Corinto; 
report of devastation at Chinandega and of strong likelihood of 
another attack on that or neighboring city. 

(Footnote: Information that Admiral Latimer was au- 
thorized, February 14, to keep railroad open and to establish 
neutral zones along it for safeguarding lives and property of 
American and foreign citizens.) 

310 

Feb. 16 
(45) 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Report of attacks by Liberals at Muy Muy and Matagalpa; 
opinion that without complete intervention there is no likely 
prospect of early restoration of order. 

310 

Feb. 18 
(48) 

From the Second Secretary of Legation in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Report that Minister has gone to Corinto tor conference 
with Admiral Latimer. 

312 

Feb. 19 
(130) 

From the British Ambassador 

Reminder that British Government looks to United States 
to extend to British subjects same measure of protection as 
is afforded to American citizens in the districts in Nicaragua 
now threatened by revolutionary disturbances. 

312 

Feb. 21 

Press Release Issued by the Department of State 

Information concerning landing of American forces in 
Nicaragua to protect American lives and property along rail- 
road and to maintain communication between Legation guard 
in Managua and the sea. 

312 

Feb. 21 
(51) 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Report that Admiral Latimer has ordered armed squad with 
machine gun on every train between Managua and Corinto 
and will place marine guard in Managua fortress La Loma. 

313 

Feb. 22 
(52) 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Note from British Charg4 in Managua (text printed) to 
^ect that British Government contemplates dispatch of a 
man-of-war to western coast of Nicaragua. 

313 

Feb. 23 
(141) 

From the British Ambassador 

Information that war vessel will arrive at Corinto February 
26, but that it is not intention to land forces. 

314 

Feb. 24 

To the British Ambassador 

Assurance, in reply to note No. 130, February 19, that 
American armed forces in Nicaragua will be pleased to extend 
to British subjects such protection as may be possible and 
proper under the circumstances. 

314 

Feb. 26 

To the British Arribassador 

Repetition of assurances contained in note of February 24. 

314 
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1927 

Febp 28 From the Minister in Nicaragua {tel.) | 315 

(59) Intention of Liberal delegation to make representations to 
the Liberal leader, Moncada, in favor of immediate armistice 
and peaceful settlement. 

Mar. 3 To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

(53) Report by Chinese Minister of damage to Chinese pro|>erty 
in Chinandega and his request that American forces be re- 
minded of agreement to use good offices to protect Chinese 
interests in Nicaragua. 

(Footnote: Information that Department on April 0, 1925, 
had instructed the Minister in Nicaragua to make informal 
representations concerning protection of Chinese colony on 
the east coast.) 

Mar. 4 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

(68) Information that Chinese eases h&d already come to Lega* 
tion’s attention and had been oommunicatiki to American 
forces; that Chinese were advised to prepare claims for pre- 
sentation to commission which will probably be formed. 

Mar. 5 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel) 

(69) Report that Moncada seemed not unwilling to treat for 
peace but said he would treat only through the American 
Minister. 

Mar. 7 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) ' 316 

(71) Belief that, despite professions of desire for peace, both sides 
are really expecting to engage in an important battle within ; 
next few days. | 

Mar. 17 From ike Minister in Nicaragua {tcD ? 317 

(77) Report of clash between forces at San Geronimo; opinion that i 
if long-expected decisive battle does not occur soon guerrilla ^ 
warfare and anarchy will follow, i 

Apr. 2 From ike Minuter in Nicaragua (kL) 318 

(91) Report of activity of Liberals in I-con district for the pur- 
pose of distracting attention of Conservatives from offensive 
against Moncada. 

Apr. 4 To the Minister in Nicaragua (ki.) 318 

(64) Arrangements for Col. fienry L. Btlmson to go to Nicaragua 
for consultation with American Minister Eberhardt and Ad- 
miral Latimer, 

Apr. 6 From the Minister in Niearagm (i«f.) 319 

(95) Reply that Minister perceives no objection to Colonel Stlm- 
son's visit and welcomes opportunity to confer with him. 

Apr. 6 From the Minister in Nicarofua (tel.) 319 

(97) Conservatives* report of decisive victory at Muy Muy and 
prospect of early and complete victory* 

Apr. 7 Toths Minister in Nicaragua (M) 319 

(65) Press notice of Colonel Stimson’s tdp (text printed) and in- 
structions for invoking aselstanoe ol Freiddeiit Dias. 
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1927 
Apr. 12 
( 101 ) 


Apr. 15 
(72) 


Apr. 17 

( 102 ) 

Apr. 20 
(105) 


Apr. 22 
(74) 


Apr. 23 
(107) 


Apr. 26 
(76) 


Apr. 26 
(109) 


From the Minister in Nicaragua {tel.) 

Details of reported decisive victory of Conservatives over 
Moncada forces. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua {tel.) 

For Stimson and Eberhardt: Observations which are con- 
sidered pertinent in view of recent military success of Govern- 
ment forces, to the effect that Stimson mission is not an act of 
mediation and that interviews with revolutionists should be of 
their own seeking; suggestion that Nicaraguan Government 
should consider jjroclamation of general amnesty if revolution- 
ists sincerely desire peace and order; and that it is hoped a way 
may be discovered by which U. S. supervision of elections may 
be avoided. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua {tel.) 

Arrival of Stimson mission. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua {tel.) 

From Stimson: Opinion that Conservative victory has been 
overestimated; that no Nicaraguan leader will be able by force 
of arms and without foreign assistance to restore and maintain 
peace; and that it would be more constructive to supervise 
elections than to intervene by force, which may otherwise be- 
come necessary. Ho{)e that, pending final report, opposition 
to supervision of elections will not crystallize. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua {tel.) 

For Stimson and Eberhardt: Information that, should it be 
considered advisable, President would be willing, at request of 
Nicaragua, to appoint commission to supervise next election 
and to retain in Nicaragua such marines as required for guar- 
anteeing stability. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua {teL) 

From Stimson: Terms of peace to which Diaz would agree; 
their transmission to Sacasa by Liberals; opinion that if Sacasa 
refuses terms, only alternative will be between leaving country 
to anarchy or a forcible disarmament of insurgents by marines. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua {tel.) 

For Stimson: Inquiry as to how long it would take forcibly to 
disarm insurgents and whether it would induce acceptance of 
peace terms should it be intimated to Sacasa that refusal to 
accept them would result in such action. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua {tel.) 

From Stimson; Agreement of Sacasa to appoint representa- 
tives to discuss pacific solution. Opinion that hope of solution 
depends on maintenance of firm military attitude on part of 
United States; that Admiral Latimer's request to hold insur- 
gent advance at Tipitapa River should be granted: that, if 
forcible disarmament were decided upon, peace could be re- 
stored in the more thickly populated districts before July 1, 
although guerrillas would probably continue operations in more 
remote districts; and that an intimation to Sacasa of forcible 
disarmament would facilitate chance of settlement. 
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1927 
Apr. 26 
( 111 ) 


Apr, 27 
( 112 ) 


Apr. 27 
(79) 


Apr. 29 
(116) 


Apr. 30 
(80) 


Apr. 30 

(in) 


May 1 
(119) 


May 2 
(14) 


May 2 
( 120 ) 

May a 
(82) 


From the Minister in Nicaragua {teL) 

From Stimson: Admiral Latimer^s opinion, in answer to 
questions contained in Department's telegram No. 75, April 25, 
tnat it is more likely that guerrilla warfare would continue than 
that complete order would be restored by June or July. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Expectation that representatives designated by Sacasa will 
arrive at Managua, April 30 or May 1. 

To the Minister in Nicar^ua (teL) 

For Stimson: Instructions to use own discretion as to inti- 
mation that forcible disarmament may prove alternative to 
settlement by negotiation, and also as to announcement that 
insurgents will not be allowed to cross TipiUpa River. Infor- 
mation that Navy is communicating directly with Admiral 
Latimer on question of reinforcements should forcible dis- 
armament become necessai^^. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (ieh) 

From Stimson for the President: H€sum4 of present situa- 
tion, and belief that no other equally intelligent and concilia- 
tory substitute for Diaz could be found even if desired. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (/el.) 

Opinion that every pc^lbte means to keep up negotiations 
should be used and that even the elimination of rrrsident Dias 
and selection of another person as Constitutional President, 
pending an election, shoulo not be excluded as a poasibility. 

From the Minister tn Nimrapua (teL) 

From Stimson: Request that step« be tsken in Washington 
to avert eiforts of new Minister of Foreign Affairs of Salvador 
to intrude into unofhcial negotiations with Sacasa conferees. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tei) 

From Stimson: Aoquieecenee of Baeasa delegates to funda- 
mental propositions, with reservation of commitments until 
after communication with Moncada. 

To the Minister in Scdsador (id*) 

Instructions to say to Foreifl^ Minister that, although ap« 
predating the high motives which inspired him to suggest that 
Governments of Central American Republics exercM good 
oiOSces in cooperation with Colonel Stinison, nevertheless the 
Department feels that introduction of any new etement would 
have a tendency to complicate rather than dd the situation* 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel) 

From SUmson for the President: Reasons for favoting reten- 
tion of Dias as necessary element of plan : wiUlngness, however, 
to follow imy dlfTerent Instructions decided upon by President 
(Toollc^e. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (id*) 

For Samson: Information that tnstruetlon No. 80, April 80| 
was intended merely to Inmase discretionary autliority sbould 
it be determined igter inves^tlon that withdrawal of Dias 
in favor of another person might be worthy of oonslderatlon* 
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1927 
May 3 
(29) 


May 3 
( 121 ) 


May 4 
(83) 


May 4 
( 122 ) 


May 4 
(123) 


May 6 
(124) 

May 6 
(84) 


May 6 
(126) 


May 7 
(126) 


May 8 
(129) 


From the Minister in Salvador (teL) 

Promise of Foreign Minister to drop entire scheme for Cen- 
tral American interference in Nicaraguan negotiations, 
(Repeated to missions in Costa Rica, Honduras, and Nic- 
aragua.) 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel,) 

From Stimson for the President: Information that 48-hour 
truce has been agreed upon for purpose of a conference at 
Tipitapa between Moncada, Sacasa delegates, American 
Minister, Admiral Latimer, and Colonel Stimson. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

For Stimson: Understanding that if negotiations fail and 
United States is obliged to resort to forcible disarmament, it 
will not be committed even to supervise 1928 elections; sug- 
gestion that this be made clear to Liberals. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

From Stimson for the President: Moncada’s approval of all 
terms of proposed settlement excepting retention of Diaz, 
although frankly stating that he would not oppose U. S. troops 
if Diaz issue had been determined upon. Agreement of Sacasa 
delegates and Moncada to reconomend that troops should 
yield; letter of Colonel Stimson to Moncada confirming oral 
statement (text printed) . Arrangements for extension of truce 
and for interposition of American forces along line of Tipitapa 
River in position to receive arms of both sides; request that 
Admiral Latimer be authorized to take all military steps 
necessary. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

From Stimson: Opinion that in view of progress in negotia- 
tions, reported in tdegram No. 122, withdrawal now of con- 
sent to supervise 1928 elections would bo unthinkable and a 
moral if not technical breach of faith on the part of the United 
States. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

From Stimson: Preliminary report for use of President in 
announcing result of negotiations in Nicaragua. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

For Stimson: Informafton that Navy is transmitting re- 
quested instructions to Admiral Latimer. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

From Stimson: Proclamations of general amnesty and free- 
dom of press by Diaz; his agreement to appointment of Liberal 
jefes politicos in six Liberal departments and his consideration 
of other conciliatory steps. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

From Stimson: Suggestion that Department act promptly 
in strong public presentment of true situation in Nicaragua, 
thus takmg leadership of American public opinion. 

From the Minisier in Nicaragua (tel.) 

From Stimson: Provisions of arrangements made for dis- 
armament of Moncada forces. 
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1927 

May 9 From General Sandino to General Moncada 

Information that, his troops havinj^ disbanded for lack of | 
food and having returned to Jinotega, Sandino will also return } 
to Jinotega and collect their arms. j 

j 

May 10 Notice Imied by the Commander of (he Special Sendee Squadron 
Announcement that all rifles, machine guns, or ammunition 
shall be delivered to custody of nearest detachment of American 
forces, upon which delivery payment of 10 cordobas will be 
made for each serviceable ride or machine gun. 

May 11 From the Penonai Pepreeenlative of the. Presidetd of the I’nited 
States in Nicaragua to General Moncada 
Confirmation of peace terms agreed to at TipiUpa. 

May 1 1 From the Minister in Nicaragua (td.) 

(131) From Stimson: Report that disarmament of the insurgent 
army should be completed In 2 days. 

May 12 From the Minister in Nicaragua (lei) 

(133) From Stimson: Telegram signed by Moncada and all his 
prominent chiefs except Sandino (text printed) agreeing to 
accept terms of Stimson declaration ana to lay dow’n arms; 
dispatch of trucks with escort of marines to receive arms. 

May 16 From Uie Minister in A'tcaragua (lei) 

(134) From Stimson: Fnding of civil war in Nicaragua, almost 
only malcontents being small group of personal associates of 
Sacasa. 

May 16 From ike Minister in Nicaragua (td.) 

(135) Departure of Colonel Stimson. 

May 21 From the Minister in Nicaraqua (tei) 

(139) Departure of Sacasa with 26 followers on May 20 for Puerto 
Llmon, where they may be joined by other Lilwrals (here in 
efforts to embarrass Dias govemment. 

(Repeated to Costa Rica.) 

(Footnote: Information that by a decree issued at Puerto 
Cabcias, May 20, 1927, Sacasa announced termination of his 
regime organised in that neighborhood December 1, 1926.1 

May 26 From the Minister in Nicaragua (td.) 

(141) Information that disarmament has been effected with mini- 
mum of friction or bloodshed; that June 6 wiU probably be 
Iasi date upn which payment will be made for delivery of 
wrms; and that General Sandino, the only mnaining revolu- 
tionary leader of oonsequenee who has not laid down arms, is 
headed for Honduran boundary with about 200 foUowen, 
including 80 Hondurans. 

(Repeated to Tt^dgalpa.) 
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1927 


May 15 


June 11 
(234) 


July 7 
(437) 


Aug. 2 
(118) 


Aug. 9 


Aug. 18 


Aug. 20 
(205) 


Aug. 22 
(127) 


Aug. 24 
(209) 


From President Diaz to President Coolidge 
Formal request for: (1) friendly assistance of President in 
preparing electoral law for Nicaragua, (2) supervision by 
Americans of conduct of elections, and (3) American assistance 
in training and directing a nonpartisan constabulary. Mem- 
orandum suggesting steps to be taken to ensure bolding of a 
free and fair election in 1928 (text printed). 

To the Minister in Nicaragua 

Reply of President Cooli%e, June 10 (text printed), for 
transmission to President Diaz, stating compliance with 
Diaz's request of May 15. Instructions to consult with Diaz 
and make report and recommendations to Department. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua 

Presidential decree No. 49, published June 18 (text printed), 
calling for elections on September 4 of senators and deputies in 
departments and districts where elections were not held in 1926 
on account of revolution. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua {tel,) 

Executive statement, made public July 2 (text printed), 
announcing that President will nominate Gen. Frank R. 
McCoy as chairman of commission to supervise elections. 
Information that General McCoy will arrive at Corinto about 
August 22 to observe election of September 4 in order to 
become familiar with manner of conducting elections in 
Nicaragua. 

To the Personal Representative of the President of the United 
States in Nicaragua 

Letter transmitting to General McCoy his commission as 
Personal Representative, with rank of Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary. 

From President Diaz to the American Minister 
Acknowledgment of President Coolidge's letter of June 10, 
with recommendation that until Guardia Nadonal reaches 
state of complete efficiency the peace of the Republic be 
assured by leaving small body of U. S. marines as Legation 
guard during next presidential term. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel,) 

Report that Conservatives are urgii^ President Diaz to cable 
Chamorro^ Nicaraguan Minister in France, advising him to 
renounce any intention to be presidential candidate in 1928. 
Query whether there is any objection to including in cable the 
fact that American I^egation and Department of State have 
knowledge of the message. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel,) 

Authorization for Diaz to make statement suggested in tele- 

f ram No. 205 of August 20; indication that as a last resort 
>epartment might be willing to notify Chamorro that it does 
not consider him eligible under Nicaraguan Constitution and 
could not recognize him if he should be elected.. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel,) 

Arrival of General McCoy and party. 
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1927 

Aug. 29 From the Minister in Nicaragua {ieh) 

(215) Report that arrangements have been made for marines to l>e 
present at elections of September 4 as observers and, if neces- 
sary, to back up local police in maintaining order. 

Aug. 31 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tcf.) 

(220) Dispatch, August 29, of cable mentioned in telegram Xo. 205 
of August 20. 

Sept. 1 From ike Minister in Nicaragua (tel) 

(222) Resignation of Chamorro as Nicaraguan Minister in France. 

Sept. 2 From the Minister in Nicaragua 
(467) Note to Foreign Office, August 25, announcing nomination of 
General McCoy to be chairman of commission to supervise 1028 
elections, and of reply, Au^t 26, stating that President Dias 
will proceed to carry out cdlneoei^ary formalities respecting the 
appointment (texts printed). 

Sept. 8 From the Minister in Nicaragua (fdf.) 

(230) Preliminary report of elections of September 4, 

Sept. 1 1 From the Minister in Nicaragua (UL) 

(238) Report that Chamorro^s resignation as Minister to France 
has not been accepted. 

Sept. 26 From the Minister in Panama (teL) 

(93) Departure of General McCoy for New York. 

Get. 4 From the Chargi in Ntmragua (iei.) 

(261) Information that GcnerA Moncada, who sailed for New York 
on Octobers, enjoys enthusiastic supif^rt of Liberals, who have 
adopted more friendly attitude toward United States. 

Oct. 4 From the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel) 

(263) Suggestion that advantage l>e taken of Chamorro*s presenee 
in United States to dissuade him from becoming a candidate in 
1928. 

Oct. 12 From the in Nicaragua (iei,) 

(277) Report that elections were not held September 4 in many of 
the precincts where they should have been held, and that at 
request of Liberals the Charge has pointed out to President 
Dias necessity for holding supplementary elections. 

Oct. IS From the Chargi in Nicaragua (tei,) 

(282) Report of arrangements thi^ have been made few ensuring 
tranquillity during municipal elections on November 6. 

Oct. 18 From the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel,) 

(283) Advisability of taking tne control poHoe, Internal reve- 
nues, and communications out of hands m Govmment so as 
to assure free elections. Inquiry whether Department would 
approve assumption by guaraia of control of telegraph. 

Oct. 10 From the Chargi in Nicaragua (M«) 

(285) Decree, October 18, orebring supptementary elections De- 
cember 18 in those precincts of him, BstaK, and BlueAeldi 
where no voUng occurred on Septemb^ 4. 
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1927 
Oct. 21 
(287) 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Presentation by Liberal's of data showing that it has not been 
practice to give 60 days' notice before election; President 
Diaz's promise to issue new decree changing date to November 
20. 

366 

Oct. 22 

Memorandum hy the Assistant Secretary of State 

Conversation in which Assistant Secretary explained to 
General Chamorro the Department's inability to regard him 
as eligible for presidential term beginning January 1, 1929, 
or to accord him recognition during that term, and handed 
him statement to that effect (text printed) . 

367 

Oct. 24 
(289) 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Belief that Supreme Court should not disregard provision in 
electoral law calling for election of president of National 
Electoral Board before December 1, and suggestion that it 
would prevent misunderstanding to elect General McCoy now 
rather than another person who would later give place to him. 

369 

Oct. 27 
(163) 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Statement of Secretary of State to press, October 26 (text 
printed) , making clear that United States will not select candi- 
date for President of Nicaragua but cannot recognize anyone 
who is not qualified under the Nicaraguan Constitution. 

369 

Oct. 28 
(301) 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Request of President Diaz for chief points in new electoral 
law to be proposed by General McCoy, in order that matter 
may be discussed in message to Congress. 

370 

Oct. 29 
(173) 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Concurrence in suggestion contained in telegram No. 289 of 
October 24. 

370 

Oct. 29 
(174) 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Nonobjection to assumption by guardia of control of tele- 
graph for a reasonable time prior to and during elections, pro- 
vided this is done under instructions from President and with- 
out objection by Liberals. 

370 

Oct. 31 
(306) 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Advisability of permanent control of telegraph by guardia^ 
to be assumed within next 3 or 4 months. 

371 


Nov* 2 From the Charge in Nicaragua (teL) ^ 371 

(314) Promise to Liberals to place before Department, with 
recommendation for consultation with General McCoy and 
Dr* Dodds, the request of representatives of Liberal leader, 

General Moncada, for law authorizing new census and establish- 
ment of new congressional districts on basis thereof, or, should 
this prove impracticable, revision of districts in accordance 
with 1920 census. 

Nov. 4 From the Charge in Nicaragua (teL) 372 

(318) Inquiiy whether there is any objection to selecting now a 
Nicaraguan president of National Electoral Board, to serve 
until adoption of new law under which General McCoy will 
serve. 



XLVIII 

LIST OF PAPERS 



NICAKAGTJA 


Assistance by the United States in the Supervision of Elections in 

N ic ARAGU A — Continued 

Date and 
number 

Subject 

Pi|?e 

1927 
Nov. 5 
(184) 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua {tel,) 

Opinion that permanent control of telegraph by gmrdin 
would be inadvisable; preference that temporaiy^ control take 
place nearer the time of elections and in all events after return 
of General McCoy. 

372 

Nov. 8 

From the Nicaraguan Minister 

Kepresentations against appearance in American press of 
communications emanating from Washington which might he 
interpreted as official expression of U. S. attitude and which 
would indicate a tendency to favor one political party in 
Nicaragua against the other. 

373 

Nov. 9 
(324) 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (teL) 

Eeport of municipal elections of Novemtier 6» which were 
held m orderly manner, with little fraud and relatively few 
disputes, and m which Liberals received a slight majority. 

374 

Nov. 10 
(187) 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua (teL) 

Instructions that, in view' of changed situation, Department 
has no objection to procedure suggested in telegram No. 318 of 
November 4. 


Nov. 11 
(326) 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (teL) 

Request for instructions oonceming stand to he taken 
with regard to desire of Conservatives to contest congressionai 
elections to be held in Kstelf on November 20, where they 
believe they have a majority and could win if given a fair 
chance. 

375 

! 

1 

) 

Nov. 11 
(192) 

To the Chargi in iVtrara^a (tc/.) 

View that there is no reason why Conservatives should 
refrain from contesting election in Kstelh 

j 376 

Nov. 17 

To the Nicaraguan Minister 

Expression of U. S. attitude toward candidates and elect ton. 

37ft 

Nov. 17 
(336) 

From the Chargi in Nimragua (UL) 

Election of Dr. Joaquin Gomes as president of National 
Electoral Board. 

378 

Nov. 17 
(195) 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua (id*) 

Opinion of Dr. Dodds (text printed) that new censtta ia un- 
necessary: General McCoy's feeling that new census would be 
inadvisable at this time. 

378 

Nov, 17 
(196) 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua (M) 

Transitory provisions of electoral law to govern 1028 elee« 
tions, drawn up by General McCoy and Dr. Dodds, for trans- 
mission to President Dias (text printed). 

379 

Nov. 19 
(340) 

From ike Chargi in Nicaragua (tei*) 

Suggestion that transitory provisions be modlUed before 
communication to President Dliu, so as to show that xnetnbers 
of electoral boards existing when new law goes into eHeet will 
be removed from ofSoe by the new act and that the boards wUl 
be reorganixed after 1928 election. 

381 



LIST OF PAPERS 


XLES: 


NICARAGUA 

Assistance by the United States in the Supervision op Elections in 

N iCARAGUA — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 
Nov. 22 
(344) 


Nov. 29 
(209) 


Dec. 2 
(357) 


Dec. 6 
(363) 


Dec. 6 
(216) 


Dec. 21 
(377) 


Dec. 22 
(379) 


Dec. 22 
(381) 


Dec. 23 
(231) 


From the Charge in Nicaragua {tel.) 

Report that General Moncada's representatives have now 
raised question of control of electoral boards which will serve 
during remainder of period 1928-32 following i)residential 
election. Advisability of withholding communication of tele- 
gram No. 196 of November 17, to President Diaz until question 
of control is settled. 

To the Charg6 in Nicaragua {tel.) 

Additional section (text printed) for inclusion in transitory 
provisions, providing that after the elections the electoral 
machinery shall be reconstituted on the basis of the 1928 presi- 
dential elections, with terms of office running to 1932. 

From the ChargS in Nicaragua {tel.) 

Observations by Chamorro Conservatives concerning un- 
constitutionality of Stimson and guardia agreements, and 
efforts to induce President Diaz to retire in order to appoint 
person of their own choice. Desire for authorization to pre- 
sent note from Department to Diaz stating that his retirement 
would be unfortunate and that his presence in Presidency is 
essential to carry out arrangement for free elections. 

From the Charge in Nicaragua {tel.) 

Opinion that reorganization of electoral machinery prior to 
each presidential election is preferable, but that law might be 
amended to make terms of electoral board members 2 years, 
so that these would be reorganized before each congressional 
election on basis of results of preceding election. 

To the Charge in Nicaragua {tel.) 

Authorization to make known emphatic views of Depart- 
ment that retirement of President Diaz would strike at very 
root of transaction by which peace and order have been 
restored and is a proposition which can be entertained by no 
one interested in carrying out pending plan. Request to be 
informed immediately whether any faction intends to attack 
constitutionality or validity of Stimson arrangement. 

From the Charge in Nicaragua {tel.) 

Opinion that, should new electoral law not pass before end 
of month, it will be necessary to proceed to designate presi- 
dents of electoral boards under existing law. 

From the Charge in Nicaragua {tel.) 

Refusal to approve Nicaraguan proposal to extend terms 
of present members of electoral boards until adoption of new 
electoral law. 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua {tel.) 

Intention of using incident of fraudulent elections in Estelf 
as an argument for insisting upon immediate passage of new 
electoral law. 

To the Charge in Nicaragua {tel.) 

Approval of action reported in telegrams No. 377 and No. 
379, December 21 and 22. 


381 

382 

383 

384 

386 

386 

387 

387 

388 
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LIST OF PAPERS 


NICARAGUA 

Assistance by the United States in the Supekvision of Elections in 

Nicaragua — Continued 


Late and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Dec. 23 To the Charge in Nicaragua (teL) 389 

(234) Promise of Nicamguan Minister to inrge his Government to 
comply strictly with promises of fair treatment to both parties 
and to vote electoral law promptly. 

Dec. 29 From the Charge in Nicaragua (tel.) 389 

(390) Advice to National Electoral Board to proceed with choice 
of presidents of departmental boards, since new election law 
which has now been submitted to Congress cannot Ikj ap- 
proved before January 1, 1928. 


Assistance by the Department of State in the Reconktitution or the 

Courts of Nicaraoua 


1927 

June 16 From the Miniattr in Nicaragua (iel.) 

(163) Request for suggestions concerning manner of effecting 
restoration of Supreme Court, problem being Ui arrange that 
decisions of court during incumbency of Chamorro judgee 
shall not be subject to reopening or reconsideration. 

July 31 From the Minuter in Nicaragua (ieL) 

(184) Conclusion of restored Supreme Court that hmi way to 
legalize acts of de facto court is to maintain all decisions except 
about 10 which wore protested at the time rendered. 

Aug. 9 To the Miniater in Nicaragua (teL) 

(120) Department view that there is no occasion now to queation 
legality of acta of courts whose judges were replacea by dr 
facto authorities. 

Aug, 19 From the Minieter in Nicaragua (teL) 

(203) Report that Supreme Court has decide^! to legalise all acts 
of de facto court by refusing to reopen any cases. Request for 
Departments views concerning denial by Executive's advisers 
of right of Court to interfere with acts of Chamorro Congress 
by restoring appellate magistrate in Leon and Blueflelds who 
were expelled oy Chamorro Congress. 

Aug. 22 To the Miniater in Nicaragua (UL) 

(129) Opinion that if restoration of appellate magistrates at Leon 
and Blueflelds involves setting aside of a decision of dr facto 
court, restoration should be effected by agreement between 
Executive and legislative branches and along lines followed 
in restoration of judges of Supreme Court, in aooordanoe with 
Btlmson agreement. 

Aug. 27 From the Miniater in Nicaragua (leL) 

{213) Report that Liberals insist that appellate Judgea be restored 
by Supreme Court, but that Preeident Dias has already called 
for resignation of de facto judges, and is wOling to guarantee 
acceptance by Congress of reeignatlona and relnitateineiit of 
the depoeed fudgea 

Aug. 30 To the Mini^ in Nicaragua (iel.) 

(133) Instructions to cable reasons why liberals are objeetlng to 
procedure outlined in telegram No. 21$ of August 27. 


389 


390 

391 

391 


391 


392 


89$ 




LIST OF PAPERS 

LI 


NICARAGUA 


Assistance by the Department op State in the Reconstitution 
CotjRTs OP Nicaragua — Continued 

OF THE 

Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1927 
Aug. 31 
(219) 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (teL) 

Information that Supreme Court has forced issue by order- 
ing reinstatement of appellate judges and that Liberals are 
supporting Court’s position. Suggestion of solution by which 
reestablished court at Leon would be recognized and Supreme 
Court would withdraw order to reinstate former judge at Blue- 
fields, leaving to Congress the reorganization of court at Blue- 
fields. 

393 

Sept. 4 
(137) 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (teL) 

Opinion that, beside fact that Supreme Court is without 
appointment power, proposed action would open way to 
similar disregard of other decisions of de facto courts. 

393 

Sept. 15 
(244) 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel) 

View that deadlock in courts at Leon and Bluefields will 
continue until Department takes some further action. 

394 

Sept. 16 
(246) 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (teL) 

Discussion with President Diaz of question of ^pellate 
courts, in which President admitted that although Supreme 
Court acted improperly, it would be difficult to restore Cha- 
morro judges at Leon. Inquiry whether solution suggested in 
telegram No. 219 of August 31 would be acceptable should 
President Diaz consent to it. 

395 

Sept. 16 
(247) 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (jteL) 

Opinion of Minister for Foreign Affairs that it would be advis- 
able to recognize reorganized court at Leon. 

395 

Sept. 17 
(144) 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua (jtel) 

Permission to work out suggested compromise, providing 
all parties agree and it is definitely understood that Leon case 
does not constitute a precedent for disregarding decisions by 
de facto courts. 

396 

Sept. 27 
(254) 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel,) 

R4sum6 of history of appellate courts question. Opinion 
that compromise can be effected at Bluefields whereby Cha- 
morro judge will withdraw in favor of one of the substitutes, 
while former Liberal judge will not take possession until after 
he has been reelected by Congress. 

396 

Sept. 28 
(149) 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Agreement to solution as outlined. 

398 

Sept. 29 
(256) 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (teL) 

Settlement of appellate courts question, by which compro- 
mise will be recognized by Congress but at the same time deci- 
sions of Supreme Court will be respected. 

398 
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LIST OF PAPERS 


NICARAGUA 

Appointment op Liberal ^‘Jepes Politicos^’ in Liberal Departments 
AS Provided by the Stimson Agreement 


Date and 
niunber 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

May 31 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel,) \ 

(142) Report that Liberal jefes 'politicos recomiD ended by General ! 

Moncada are being appointed; that Moncada, having failed 
in effort to name cjhief of police and collectors of internal reve- 
nue, will probably cable a protest to Colonel Stimson on the ! 
subject. I 

June 1 To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) j 

(95) Cable from General Moncada to Colonel Stimson and reply i 
(texts printed). Instructions to use infiuence to have Stimson 
agreement interpreted liberally. ! 

June 3 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel,) 

(146) Information that most of the appointees have already en- 
tered upon duties, and that General Moncada^s telegram to 
Colonel Stimson represented his original rather than final 
attitude. 


399 


399 


400 


June 27 To the Minister in Nicara^a (tel,) 

(101) Colonel Stimson and Department's feeling that Liberals 
should be given other offices as well ns jefes politicos in the six 
Liberal departments unless General Moncada is satisfied with 
present arrangement. 

July 2 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel,) 

(166) Reasons why Minister feels that no change in present ar- 
rangement should be undertaken and that Department should ! 
reconsider its decision. j 

July 7 To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

(106) Willingness for matter to rest so long as General Moncada ! 
acquiesces, but insistence, otherwise, that attitude expressed I 
in telegram No. 101 of June 27 be a<lherod to. ! 

July 13 To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel,) ! 

(109) Disposition to allow matter of internal tax eoltf^etom in > 
Liberal departments to remain in abeyance, providing Con- I 
servatives will not contest elections in LU>oral departments. 1 
Instructions to telegraph Conservative attitude toward 
tember elections and whether Conservatives will present can- i 
didates. | 

Oct. 26 From the Charge in Nicaragua (tel,) 

(295) Report that Liberal jefe polUico and Conservative lower 
officials in Blucfields cannot work together. Ouerv whether I 
Department might be able to infiuence General Monca^ to 
withdraw his opposition to President Dias's projfKKMKi appoint- 
ment of ex-PresIdent Estrada as permanent poitttco at 
Bluefields. 


400 


401 


402 


402 


403 


Oct. 28 To the Chargi in Nicaragua (UL) 

(166) General Moneada's willingness to accept Estrada appoint*- 
ment provided Qvardia NacUmal assumes police Juriadietion 
of country, 

Nov. 1 From the Chargi in Nicaragua (UL) 

(810) Opinion that it will be impractical for manv months to estab- 
lish guardia on east coast because funds provided are insuiffioieiit 
for that purpose; that Moncada's objeotlona to Eatra^ are 
specious. 


404 

405 



LIST OF PAPEES 


Lin 


NICABAGUA 

Appointment op Liberal “Jepes Politicos'* in Liberal Departments 
AS Provided by the Stimson Agreement — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Nov. 6 To the Charge in Nicaragua {tel,) 

(182) Moncada's consent to appointment of Estrada; his anxiety 
that guardia be organized in Bluefields as promptly as possible 
in order to take over local police functions. 


Nov. 14 From the Chargi in Nicaragua {tel.) 

(332) Estrada's appointment as jefe politico of Bluefields, Novem- 
ber 12. 


406 


406 


Cooperation op the United States in Eearranging the Finances op 

Nicaragua 


1927 
May 15 


Sept. 22 
(252) 


Sept. 24 
(148) 

Oct. 4 
(262) 


Undated 
{Rec’d 
Oct, 7] 
(267) 


Oct. 22 
(167) 


Oct. 26 
(294) 


From the Nicaraguan Minister of Finance to the Personal Repre- 
sentative of the President of the United States 
Request for assistance in rearranging finances of Nicaragua. 
Memorandum outlining evils in present financial lerislation 
and administration, and suggesting reforms in which U. S. 
assistance is desired (text printed). 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua {tel.) 

Report of economic and financial situation in Nicaragua, and 
opinion that it would be advisable to proceed very slowly in 
approving or recommending any new financing. 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua {tel) 

Information that no new proposals for Nicaraguan financing 
have been presented since the Chargd was in Washington. 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua {tel.) 

Opinion that a loan, at least for payment of war claims, 
would be approved by Liberal leaders. 

From the Charai in Nicaragua {tel) 

Desire of Minister of Finance for a definite system of control 
which would assure future financial stability; his belief that 
both parties would now accept such control, in consideration of 
loan lor payment of war claims and especially as neither knows 
who will control next administration. Charge's opinion that, 
while loan should be dependent on adoption of a plan for 
financial control, the plan should come from Department rather 
than from the bankers, and should include the reforms outlined 
in memorandum of May 15. 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua {tel) 

Inquiry whether financial survey of Nicaragua by Dr. W. W. 
Cumberland would be advisable during interim between his 
leaving Haiti and beginning new work in New York. 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua {tel) 

Opinion that financial survey would be useful, that prior 
approval of both parties should be secured, and that mean- 
while it would be desirable to proceed with a loan. 


406 


410 

412 

412 

413 


414 

415 
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LIST OF PAPERS 


NICARAGUA 

Cooperation of the United States in Rearranging the Finances of Nica- 
ragua — Continued 


Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1927 
Oct. 28 
(167) 

To the Charge in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Belief that survey should precede rather than follow loan. | 
Instructions to make pronmt effort to secure approval of both 
parties, and to inquire of President Diaz whether it would be 
agreeable to have American Collector General of Customs take 
over collection and administration of the internal revenues and 
to have financial survey undertaken to determine Nicaraguans 
future financial program. 

415 

Oct. 31 
(307) 

From the Charge in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Report that President Diaz is unwilling to have Collector 
General of Customs assume control of internal revenues except 
in connection with a loan ; the Charge’s opinion that ad vantages 
to be gained are not worth risk of creating a bad situation by 
insisting that President take action suggested. 

416 

Nov. 1 
(311) 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (tet) 

Approval of proposed Cumberland survey by both President 
Diaz and representatives of Liberals, and query as to who is to 
bear the expenses. 

417 

Nov. 2 
(178) 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua (tei.) 

Information that Department will bear expenses of Dr. 
Cumberland's visit to Nicaragua. 

417 

Nov. 5 
(181) 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua (teL) 

Information that bankers are studying matter of granting 
credits until loan is concluded. 

417 

Nov. 6 
(320) 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (teL) 

Suggestion that Cha^6 be authorized to issue statement 
explaining purposes of Cumberland survey. 

417 

Nov. 10 
(185) 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua (UL) 

Approval of Charge's opinion expressed in telegram No. 307 
of October 31. 

418 

Nov. 14 
(193) 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua 

Authorization to issue statement of Dr. Cumberland's ap- 
pointment to make survey (text printed). 

418 

Nov. 29 

To Dr, W. W, Cumberland 

Instructions to make survey to ascertain how much money 
will be needed for certain purposes, the extent to which it can 
be supplied from Nicaraguan resources, the siie of loan to be 
made and security necessary therefor, and to make recom- 
mendations in re^rd to other relate aspects of finmicial 
problems of Nicaragua. 

418 


Attitude of the Dbpaetment of Statu With Rbsfbct to Loans st Amhrican 
Banmes to thh Goveswhent of Nicaeaoua 


Jan. 6 From Minister in Nicarc^fua 

(9) Report that Cortgsress is considering law for bond issue to 
cover chains ^ present and recent revdutlons and for a second 
customs surchar^ and a coffee export tax to provide funds to 
service t)^ new bonds, the claims to be passed upon by Mixed 
Claims C ommiy i o n oonsWng of one Liberal, one Ccm- 
servative, and the Axneiloan High Ckimmlssiotier, 


m 



LIST OF PAPERS 


LV 


NICARAGUA 

Attitude of the Department of State With Respect to Loans by American 
Bankers to the Government of Nicaragua — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


1927 
Jan. 12 
(18) 


Feb. 9 
(38) 


Feb. 11 


Feb. 11 
(41) 

Feb. 11 

(39) 

Feb. 12 

(40) 

Undated 


Feb. 21 
(50) 


Feb. 23 
(46) 


Feb. 23 
(64) 


To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Opinion that restoration of peace is the first essential and 
that consideration of financial needs of Nicaragua should wait 
upon it, although there is no objection to the Mixed Claims 
Commission. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Inquiry whether Department would object to a loan of 
$300,000 contemplated by Rene Keilhauer of R. W. Hebard 
and Co. to Nicaraguan Government, to be secured by in- 
creases in import and export taxes under new law effected 
February 1. 

Memorandum hy the Chief of the Division of Latin American 
Affairs 

Opinion that proposed loan is for worthy purposes and 
might materially assist in carrying out Department policy in 
Nicaragua. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Inquiry as to agreeableness of terms of proposed loan, now 
increased to $600,000. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Nonobjection to loan as outlined in the Minister's telegram 
No. 38 of February 9. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Nonobjection to new terms of loan. 

Memorandum hy the Chief of the Division of Latin American 
Affairs of a Conversation With Mr. R. W. Hehard, Feb- 
ruary 15, 19i^7 

In which Mr. Hebard was told that, although Department 
must not be interpreted as in any way guaranteeing or sug- 
gesting the contemplated loan, the Diaz Government has been 
recognized by and is receiving the moral support of the 
United States, and therefore that the loan would be viewed 
with favor. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Information that, American backers of Mr. Keilhauer hav- 
ing apparently refused his proposition, he now proposes to 
arrange a personal loan on condition that President Diaz sell 
him 61 per cent of stock of National Bank of Nicaragua, but 
that Diaz has refused. Hope of President Diaz to arrange an 
immediate temporary loan and later larger ones with New 
York managers of bank. 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Opinion that present is not opportune time to sell bank or 
railway; instructions to maintain impartial attitude as be- 
tween interested parties and to cable figures of Nicaraguan 
income and expenditure since January 1 and probable figures 
for next 2 or 3 months, with estimate of minimum credit needs. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Report that only Rosenthal group is now interested, and 
that President Diaz understands bank and railroad should not 
be sold but may be pledged as security provided Department 
concurs. Figures of income and expenditure, and estimate 
that $400,000 to $500,000 is necessary for urgent obligations 
and cre^t needs. 


422 

423 

423 

424 

424 

424 

424 


425 


426 


427 
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LIST OF PAPERS 


NICAEAGUA 

Attitude of the Depaktment of State With Respect to Loans by Ameeican 
Bankers to the Government of Nioaragu a— Continued 


Latoand 

number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Undated Memorandum by the Economic Advmr of a ConvermUon Bf- 427 
tween Himself , the Chief of the Division of Latin American 
Affairs^ and Mr. Tillinghast of the Guaranty Trust Com- 
pany of New Yorkj February S8, Wi7 
Opinion of Mr. Tillinghast that, as a last resort, inflation of 
not more than one million cordobas could be effected without 
serious consequences. Opinion of ^Icssrs. Ivforgan and Young 
that inflation would probably result in serious loss of confidence 
in Nicaragua and a rush to convert local currency into foreign 
exchange. 

Mar. 3 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 428 

(66) Report that Government, desperately in need of funds, will 
offer bankers as security for loan all stock in railroad and bank 
and all revenue produced by recent law; that if Department 
cannot approve terms. President sees no alternative to emer- 
gency emission of coraobas. 

Mar. 9 From the Minister in Nicaragua (UL) 429 

(73) Concurrence in President Dias's request for approval of 
million-dollar loan now being proposed by New York bankers; 
President Diaz's acceptance of bankers' recommendation for 
a commission to control all expenditures, consisting of President 
of Nicaragua, Minister of Finance, manager of National Bank 
of Nicaragua, and American Resident High Commissioner. 


Mar. 1 1 From the Guaranty Trust Company of New York and J. 4t %V, 429 

(613-‘27 Seligman <1* Co, to the Chief of ihe Division of iMtin American 

For, Affairs 

Dept.) Memorandum covering terms and conditions of pro|Kised 
million-dollar loan to Nicaragua (text printed). 

Mar. 12 To the Guaranty Trust Company of New York 432 

Nonobjection to proposed loan. 

Mar. 15 From the Guaranty Trust Company of New York 432 

(513-27 Intention of making loan under the terms and conditions 
For. indicated in memorandum of March li. 

Dept.) : 

Mar. 25 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel,) 433 

(82) Signature by President Dias and ratification by Nicaraguan ; 


Congress of loan contract. 


Aoreement Between the United States and Nicahaoua Kstaeushino he 
'^Guardia Nacional de Nicaragua/' Signed Dicehiiee 22, 1927 


1927 

May 8 From the Minister in Nicaragua (ieL) 

(128) Request by President Dias for deaignation of an American 
officer to instruct and command Nicaraguan eonatabulaiy 
and to name additional American and Nicaraguan offieera 
considered necessary to form larger nonpartisan eonstahulary. 


433 



LIST OF PAPERS 


Lvn 


NICAEAGUA 

Agbbbment Between the United States and Nicaragua Establishing the 
“Guardi A Nacional db Nicaragua/’ Signed December 21, 1927— Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

May 11 To the Minister in Nicarama (ieL) 434 

(87) Approval by President Coolicke of President Diaz’s request. 

(Footnote: Appointment of Col. Robert Rhea, May 12, as 
Chief of the Constabulary, and commission of Col. Elias R, 

Beadle, August 20, as general in command of Ouardia Nacional) 

Dec. 29 From the Chargi in Nicara^a 434 

(676) Agreement between United States and Nicaragua establish- 
ing Ouardia Nacionalj signed December 22 (text printed). 


Assistance by the United States Marines in the Suppression or Bandit 

Activities in Nicaragua 


1927 

June 30 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel) 

([161]) Reported seizure by Sandino of San Albino mine in Nueva 
Segovia; information that American owner has appealed for 
protection and that General Feland is preparing an expedition, 
that sympathizers are proceeding to join Sandino, and that 
foreigners are criticizing American policy of landing marines to 
protect American life and property and then failing to give 
protection. 

July 17 From ike Minister in Nicaragua {tel) 

(170) Report that Sandino, with far superior numbers, attacked 
American marines and Nicaraguan national guard at Ocotal, 
July 16, but suffered defeat after 16 hours’ fighting and arrival 
of U. S. airplanes; doubt that Sandino will offer much further 
serious resistance. 

July 18 To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel) 

(112) Urgent request for details of Ocotal attack. 

July 20 From ike Minister in Nicaragua {tel) 

(175) Details of Ocotal attack; observation that General Feland in 
preceding weeks had given Sandino every opportunity to sur- 
render or leave the country and had ordered troops to fire on the 
enemy only in case of attack; possibility that in spite of dis- 
aster, Sandino may continue his outlawry. 

July 27 To the Minist&r in Nicaragua (tel) 

(117) Request for immediate, full reports from Minister and Gen- 
eral Feland as to actual conditions and how much resistance 
may be expected from Sandino or other bandits. 

July 27 From the Minister in Nicaragua {tel) 

(180) Report that on July 26, Major Floyd, leading marine-con- 
stabulary expedition to San Albino mine, had skirmish with 
Sandino men at San Fernando, and that party will proceed on 
July 28 to Jicaro, where fight is expected about the 29th. 


439 
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LIST OP PAPERS 


NICARAGUA 

Assistance by the United States Marines in the Suppression of Bandit 
Activities in Nicaragua— Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 
July 31 
(183) 


Aug. 1 
(187) 


Aug. 16 
( 201 ) 


Aug. 22 
(207) 


Sept. 2 
(223) 


Sept. 3 
(225) 


tep' 

(2 


t. 5 
226) 


bpt. 11 
(237) 


ipt. 18 
(249) 


From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Suggestion that Sandino’s unexpected strength is due partly 
to aid from Hondurans and Liberals from Managua region; 
occupation by Floyd party of Jicaro, found to be deserted, 
and plans to proceed to San Albino. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Information that Floyd party occupied San Albino without 
resistance, that natives m Ocotal region appear to be returning 
to homes, that Sandino is now headed down Coco River with 
few men: report from Somoto that Salgado, having learned 
Sandino is finished, is disbanding his men. 

From the Minister in Nicaragm (tel.) 

Distribution by airplane in Ocotal region of circulars offering 
amnesty from Nicaraguan Government to Sandino followers in 
recent activities: arrangements for Moncaida to visit Somoto to i 
endeavor to induce S^gado and followers to lay aside their | 
arms. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (id.) 

Preparations by General Peland to rctiini to the United 
States on August 24, when Colonel Gulick will assume com- 
mand of marines in Nicaragua. 

From the Minisler in Nicaragua (<ri.) 

Renewal by Sandino or followers of activities near Teljm- 
ncca, and report that they have been joined by some of Sal- 
rado’s men: dispatch of marines and constabulary, and Hkeli- | 
hood of a clash. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) j 

Information that Moncada did not even confer with Saigsiio 
but took advantage of visit to strengthen himself politically, 
that various attempts to induce Sidgado to lay down arms have 
failed, and that he nas now been given 48 hours in which to do 
so, after which it is believed an expedition may be sent against 
him. 

From the Minieter in Nicaragua (Irf.) 

Report of recent engagements between marine-constabiilarv 
patrols and Sandino ana Salgado followers: advice that this is 
beginning of active campaign against bandits, and that reward 
for capture of Sandino may soon be offered. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (isL) 

Expulsion from Nicaragua of Tellee, one of Monowta's 
generds, for implication in Ocotal attack. 

From the Chargi in Nicaraaua (tel.) 

Attack by Salgado fouowen upon marine and guardia 
garrison at Telpaneca; dispatch of relief column In anticipa- 
tion of another attack. 
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LIST OF PAPEKS 


LIX 


NICAEAGUA 

Assistance by the United States Maeines in the Suppbession op Bandit 
Activitiis in Nicabaqua — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


1927 

Oct. 4 From the Charge in Nicaragua (tel,) 448 

(259) To Legation at Tegucigalpa: Operations by Conservative 
bandits in western Nueva Segovia from Honduran base; sug- 
gestion to Nicaraguan Government that it ask Honduran 
Government to drive bandits out of Honduran territory; 
suggestion that American Minister in Honduras make repre- 
sentations. 

Oct. 18 From the Charge in Nicaragua (tel,) 448 

(284) Continuance of unsatisfactory situation in Nueva Segovia 
and increasing prestige of Sandino^ advice that marines have 
not taken very active measures because of seasonal transporta- 
tion difl&culties, lack of adequate forces, and reasons of policy; 
understanding that more energetic steps are contemplated. 

Nov. 14 To the Minister in Honduras (tel,) ^ 449 

(32) Report by Commander of Special Service Squadron that 
bandit group led by Honduran operates from farm in Santa 
Rita, Honduras, owned by Felix Pedro Pinell, said to be 
jefe politico of Choluteca; instructions to convey this informa- 
tion to President Paz. 

Nov. 15 From the Minister in Honduras (tel,) 449 

(68) Information that President has already ordered investiga- 
tion of reports that property had been destroyed and Hon- 
durans killed at Santa Rita and San Luis in Honduras by 
American marines and constabulary, accompanied by Liberal 
civilians from Nicaragua. 

(Repeated to Managua.) 

Nov. 17 From the Charge in Nicaragua (tel,) 450 

(336) To Legation at Tegucigalija: Belief of Colonel Gulick that 
iefe politico of Choluteca is actively aiding Conservative 
bandits; inquiry as to possibility of independent investigation 
in Choluteca region to ascertain the facts; information that 
marines and guardia have not knowingly crossed Honduran 
frontier even in active pursuit of bandits. 

Nov. 24 From the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel,) 450 

(346) Discovery by airplanes of Sandino's stronghold at Chipote, 
making possible decisive attack as soon as preparations are 
made; information that 600 Hondurans have joined Sandino 
in last few months. 

Dec. 26 From the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel.) 451 

(388) Information that worst elements among northern bandits 
are Hondurans and that military operations are difficult 
because groups have headquarters in Honduras and receive 
support from officials there; advice that Sandino also is re- 
ceiving Honduran aid; suggestion that Honduran Government 
be induced to exercise weotive vigilance on frontier and to 
remove officials sympathetic to bandits; inquiry whether 
military attachd might not visit Honduras and conduct discreet 
investigation; rumor that Chamorro j Nicaraguan general, is 
aiding Sandino through Honduran Mmister of War. 



LIST OF PAPERS 


LX 


NICARAGUA 

Assistawcb by the United States Mabines in the Suppbession op Bandit 
Activities in Nicabaqua — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Dec. 28 To the Minister in Honduras (tel.) 451 

(41) Transmittal of text of telegram No. 388 of December 26 
from Charge in Nicaragua; War Department instructions to 
military attach^ to endeavor to make investigation; instruc- 
tions to make informal but emphatic representations to 
President Paz. 

(Footnote: Information repeated to Legation in Nicaragua 
as telegram No. 238.) 

Dec. 30 From the Minister in Honduras (tel.) 452 

(84) Assurances bv President Paz, despite conviction that re- 
ports against Minister of War and rinel! are false, that as 
evidence of good faith he will transfer latter to another post, 
that no Honduran official has aided Sandino or followers, 
that order will be given for more effective frontier vigilance, 
and that no objection is offered to investigation by military 
attach^. 

(Repeated to Managua.) 

Undated From the Chargi in Nicaragua (Id.) 452 

[RecM To Legation at Tegucigalpa, December 31: Observation 
Dec. that bandits whom Pinell has been assisting are Conservatives 
31] who have been as troublesome as Sandino, and that evidence 
(391) against Pinell is strong. 

Dec. 31 To the Minister in Honduras (teL) 453 

(44) Concern over situation in Nicar^ua; Information that evi- 
dence tends to prove that bandits In Nueva Segovia are 
receiving material assistance from Honduras; Instructions that 
Department expects Minister to impress upon President Pa* 
necessity for preventing this situation; Instructions to ad vine 
measures taken as result of representations. 


Bade of MuNmoNs by the United States to the Covkhsuest or Nicahaoua 


1927 

Jan. 3 Memorandum hy the Acting Chief of the Division of Latin Ameri^ 
can Affairs 

Telephonic inquiry by National Bank of Nicaragua, in vk*m* 
of request from President DIa* to act aa agent for Nicaraguan 
Government for purchase of rifles, machine guna, and ammuni- 
tion, whether Department of State will issue export licenses 
therefor; infonnation that note haa been received from Nicara- 
guan Legation requesting Issuance of export licenses for 
munitions, some of which are believed to be identical with 
those to be purchased by bank. 

Undated Memorandum by the Acting Chief of the Dipisum of Latin 
American AJfotr* of a Telephone Coneenatim with the 
Vice Presided cf the National Bank of Nioaragua, January 
< 4 , 

Answers to bank and Nicaraguan Legation that licenaBs 
will be issued. 

Feb. 7 From the Nicaraguan Minieter 

Desire of Nicaraguan Government to purchase certain war 
materials from U. S. Government on terms and conditions 
outlined. 
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464 



LIST OF PAPERS 


LXI 


NICARAGUA 

Sale of Munitions by the United States to the Government op 

N ICARAGUA — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 
Feb. 18 


Feb. 19 


Apr. 27 
(77) 


Apr. 28 
(113) 


To the Nicaraguan Minister 456 

Availability of the desired arms and munitions for sale to 
Nicaraguan Government at prices indicated and on certain 
terms and conditions. 

From the Nicaraguan Minister 457 

Acceptance of terms and conditions. 

(Footnote: Signature of contract, February 25.) 

To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 458 

Desire of Nicaraguan Government to purchase additional 
rifles and ammunition; instructions to consult with Mr. 

Stimson, personal representative of President Coolidge, and 
Admiral Latimer, and to report views on necessity or advis- 
ability of sale at this time. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 458 

Inadvisability of sale; concurrence of Mr. Stimson and 
Admiral Latimer. 


Assistance by the Department op State in the Establishment op the 
Nicaraguan Claims Commission 


1926 

Nov. 25 From the Charge in Nicaragua 458 

(302) Letter to President Diaz enclosing memorandum of con- 
versations concerning creation of claims commission to 
adjudicate claims arising out of 1926 revolution (texts printed) . 

Dec. 9 From the Charge in Nicaragua 461 

(310) Act of Nicaraguan Congress, December 1 (text printed), 
establishing claims commission to adjudicate claims arising 
from October 25, 1925, to date of reestablishment of peace, 
which date shall be publicly and officially proclaimed by the 
Executive. 

1927 

May 14 To the Minister in Nicaragua 463 

(228) Reference to previous instruction to suggest to Nicaraguan 
Government that law of December 1, 19^26^ be amended so 
that proposed commission will have jurisdiction over personal 
injury claims; instructions to follow matter with a view to ob- 
taining desired amendment. 

June 15 From the Minister in Nicaragua 463 

(429) Foreign Office assurances that amendment will be proposed 
at next session of Congress. 

June 24 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 464 

(157) Presidential decree for elections to be held September 4 in 
departments where 1926 elections were not held because of 
revolution; creation of claims commission, commencement of 
preliminary sessions, and plan for commencement of regular 
sei^ons on July 1. 
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LIST OF PAPERS 


NICARAGUA 

Assistance by the Depaetment op State in the EsTABLiSHiiENT of the 
Nicaraguan Claims Commission — C ontinoed 


Late and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 
June 28 
(103) 


June 30 
(163) 


Oct. 25 
(291) 


Oct. 28 
(168) 


Nov. 2 
(313) 


Nov. 8 
(323) 

Nov. 10 
(186) 


Nov. 12 
(380) 


Nov, 17 
(197) 


Nov. 18 
(337) 


To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 

Observation that plan for claims commission was that 
Nicaraguan Congress, when constituted and called into session, 
should authorize creation of war claims commission to consist 
of American chairman, a Liberal and a Conservative member, 
and that commission now sitting should prepare claims and 
turn them over to new commission for settlement; instructions 
to advise if any change has been made In plan. 

From the Minister in Nicaragua (teL) 

Advice that plan is being followed, that upon completion of 
preparation of claims about December 1, present commission 
made permanent, or its successor, will undertake special pro- 
ceedings; plan to amend law to give American member veto 
power in appointment of Liberal member; Presidential appoint- 
ment of Arguello Cervantes as Liberal member at suggestion of 
Liberals at Leon and recommendation of Minister. 

From the Charg4 in Nicaragua (ieL) 

Improbability that Cervant^ will be accepted by Liberals; 
opinion that first step should be to suggest that President Diai 
appoint a man nominated by official representatives of Liberal 
Party. 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua (teL) 

Report of discussions with Moncada, who objects to Cer- 
vantes and maintains that American member should have veto 
power and deciding vote on claims; desire for views on veto 
power in light of Moncada's i^sitlon; information to Moncada 
that veto matter will be held in abeyance, but that Chargi wi!l 
be authorized to suggest to President Dias that Liberal mem- 
ber named by Liberal Party be substituted for Cervantes. 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (teL) 

Information that Dr. Enoc Aguado will he appointed 
Liberal member; opinion that a measure giving Ameriean 
member deciding vote would be politically inexpedient and 
unnecessary in view of high character of Nicaraguan members. 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (tei,) 

Advice that Aguado took office on November 7. 

To the Chargi in Nicaragua (iel.) 

Department's agreement that, in view of appointment of 
Aguado, it is not necessm^r for American member to have 
deciding vote. 

From the Chargi in Nicaraatta (Id,) 

Issuance of Presidential decree, November 10, calling on 
creditors to file with oommisaion all claims against Nicaraguan 
Government up to June 30, 1927. 

To the Chaxgi in Nioaragva (UL) 

Instructions to inquire wh^er decree is intended to em- 
brace only claims accruing from October 25, 1925, to June 
1927. 

From the Chargi in Nicaragua (UtL) 

Information that decree embraces only edaims aeoruing from 
October 25, 1925, to June 30, 1927, ana t^t provision m^t 
be made for any otimr c la ims in law extending power of eotn* 
tniMtfAYi. which mav be brought op at neixt ssswon ol Cemgreia 
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LIST OF PAPERS 


Lxni 


NICARAGUA 

Assistance by the Department op State in the Establishment op the 
Nicaraguan Claims Commission — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Nov. 30 To the Chargi in Nicaragua (tel.) 469 

(210) Instructions to ascertain whether commission wiU pass on 
claim of Charles Butters for damages to San Albino mine by 
bandits subsequent to June 30. 

Dec. 1 From the Charge in Nicaragua (tel.) 469 

(355) Information that commission will be able to pass on claims 
for losses suffered after June 30 only after passage of new legis- 
lation which will be recommended to Congress. 


Proposal by President Diaz for a Treaty op Alliance Between the United 

States and Nicaragua 


1927 

Feb. 23 From the Minister in Nicaragua 469 

(359) Notes from Foreign Minister, February 19 and 23 (texts 
printed), proposing treaty of alliance, defensive and offensive, 
to be accompanied by conventions providing financial, security, 
and sanitary plans. 

Feb. 25 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 475 

(55) Approval by Congress of treaty proposals. 

Feb. 26 From the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 477 

(56) Congressional vote of confidence to President Diaz on pro- 
posed treaty policy; public enthusiasm for treaty. 

Feb. 26 To the Minister in Nicaragua (tel.) 477 

(47) Instructions to exercise precaution not to encourage belief 
that treaty of nature proposed will be acceptable to the U. S. 
Government. 


NORWAY 

Statement by Norway op Its Paramount Interest in the Island op Jan 
Mayen in the Arctic Ocean 


1927 

Feb. 16 To the Minister in Norwag 
(331) Information that Polarfront Company, American corporation 
headed by Hagbard Ekerold, established fox farms on Jan 
Mayen on land claimed by Mr. Ekerold in his own name in 
1922, outside of land previously claimed by him on behalf of 
Norwegian Meteorological Institute, and that Norwegians con- 
nected with radio station on Jan Mayen have ordered com- 
pany representatives not to fly American flag and have made 
other representations; instructions to inform Foreign OfSce of 
company’s claim. 

May 3 From the Minister in Norway 
(987) Foreign OflBioe note, April 30, denying that Ekerold occupied 
land in his own name in 1922 and stating that Polarjhont 
Company's farms lie partly on land belonging to Institute 
(text printed). 
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480 



LXIV 

LIST OF PAPERS 



NORWAY 


Statement by Norway of Its Paramount Interest in the Island of Jan 
Mayen in the Arctic Ocean — Continued 

Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1927 
June 18 
(1015) 

From the Minister in Norxoay 

Passage by Storting of bill appropriating 10,000 kroner to 
Mr. Christopher E. Ruud as settlement in connection with his 
occupation of Jan Mayen in 1917, on condition that all rights 
be assigned to Norwegian Government. 

481 

Aug. 26 
(1043) 

From the Minister in Norway 

Foreign Office note, August 23, reiterating opinion that Polar- 
front Company has no valid claim (text printed). 

482 

1 


PANAMA 


Proposals by Panama to Modify the Unpebfected Treaty Between the 
United States and Panama, Signed July 28, 1026 

1927 
Jan. 6 

From the Panaman Legation 

Proposal that article II of treaty signed July 28, 1026, be 
clarified by agreement that U. S. Government will deposit 
$1,250,000 to order of Panaman Government, the latter to 
undertake construction of roads of width and type it con- 
siders most suitable. 

484 

Jan. 19 
(3) 

To the Minister in Panama (f,eL) 

Reluctance to conclude agreement proposed bv Panama; 
willingness, however, to make concession if War Department 
oilers no objection, in order not to jeopardize Panaman ratifica- 
tion of treaty; instructions to confer with Governor Walker and 
report views as to whether Assembly would fail to ratify treaty 
if United States should decline to make concession. 

484 

Jan. 21 
(7) 

From the Minister in Panama (teL) 

Doubt that declination of proposal would matertaily in- 
fluence Assembly’s decision because opposition to treaty Is 
based largely on other reasons; concurrence of Governor 
Walker in opinion but nonobjection to changing road spec- 
ifications or permitting construction by Panama. 

486 

Jan. 27 
(9) 

From the Minister in Panama (iel) 

Decision by Assembly, Januaiy 26, to suspend consideration 
of treaty until President should have opportunity to negotiate ! 
for changes which would satisfy national aspirations. i 

486 

Jan. 28 

Memorandum by the Acting Chief of the Dmsion of Latin 
American Affairs 

Conversation In which Panaman Charg4 was advised that 
Department agreed in principle to Panaman propcMMd for 
clarification of article XI; Charge’s doubt that prmom agree- 
ment would be sufficient to obtain treaty ra^caUon; decldon 
to delay exchange of notes concerning article 11 until all views 
of Panaman Government are known. 

487 

Mar* 1 

Memorandum by the Chief of ike Dimsion of Latin Amorican 
Affairs 

Conversation in which Panaman Minister dlaeuased obleo- 
tions to treaty and, in response to Inquiry coneeming what 
Panaman Government wished to do, expressed deiUe to 
discuss matter further. 

488 



LIST OF PAPEBS 


LXV 


PANAMA 

Statement by the Department op State That the United States Does Not 
Intend to Supervise Elections in Panama 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Dec. 14 From the Representatives of the National Coalition Porrista Party 
Appeal for U. S. assurance and guarantee of free and fair 
elections in Panama in 1928. 

(Footnote: Handed to Secretary of State on December 16 
by ex-President Belisario Porras.) 

Dec. 15 From the Panaman Minister 

(373--D) Inquiry respecting policy as to ^estion of intervention by 
United States in internal affairs of Panama. 

Dec. 23 To the Panaman Minister 

Information that U. S. Government will carry out treaty 
obligations guaranteeing to maintain independence of Panama 
but does not intend to supervise elections; request that copy 
be transmitted to Dr. Porras. * 

Dec. 28 From Doctor Belisario Porras 

Arguments for U. S. supervision of elections; request that 
Secretary reconsider memorandum presented December 15 to 
the end that steps may be taken by U. S. Government to 
ensure holding of free and fair elections in Panama in 1928. 


490 


493 

494 


494 


Reservation by the United States op Rights Regarding Radio and Rail- 
road Construction in Panama 


1927 

Jan. 25 From the Minister in Panama 
(1301) Signature of contract between Panaman Government and 
Tonosi Fruit Company, United Fruit subsidiary, for banana 
development at Tonosi which will include wharf, railway, and 
irrigation works construction. 

Feb. 12 From the Minister in Panama {tel.) 

(16) Opinion that article 12 of Tonosi contract now before 
Assembly violates existing arrangement between United States 
and Panama regarding wireless control; belief that protest 
should be lodged even if Department should be disposed to 
permit wireless installation on new plantation; request for 
instructions. 

Feb. 14 To the Minister in Panama {tel,) 

(7) Instructions to make immediate protest. 

Feb. 17 From the Minister in Panama {tel.) 

(21) Approval of contract by Assembly, February 16; presenta- 
tion to Foreign Minister of note regarding wireless, and recogni- 
tion by him and United Fruit Company of existing U. S.~ 
Panaman arrangement; nonobjection by Panama Canal 
Governor to Tonosi railroad construction but desire that 
Panaman Government recognize fact that Panama Railroad 
Company concession gives company exclusive right to 
construct railroads on Isthmus; recommendation that note be 
presented reserving U. S. position; request for instructions. 

Feb. 19 To the Minister in Panama {tel,) 

(8) Instructions to present note as suggested. 

$23422 — 42— 'VOl. XU- 
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LIST OF PAPERS 


PANAMA 

Rjeseevation by the United States op Rights Regabding Radio and Raitboad 
Construction in Panama — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Feb. 21 From the Minister in Panama 
(1333) Note to Foreign Office reserving U. S. position regarding 
Tonosi railroad concession (text printed). 

May 14 From the Minister in Panama 502 

(1413) Foreign Office note, April 27 (text printed), asserting that 
concession cannot be interpreted as conferring exclusive right 
to construct railroads in all directions but is limited to railroads 
between Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean. Information that 
the two Governments have long disagreed on interpretation 
and that Legation has prepared memorandum on monopoly 
rights of the United States and Panama Railroad Company 
(text printed) ; request for instructions; suggestion that Foreign 
^ Office be advised that U. 8. views have not changed and that 
reference be made to Le^tion^s note of March 3, 1921, which 
remains unanswered by Panaman Government. 

June 3 To the Minister in Panama (tel.) 516 

(42) Instructions to inform Foreign Office that U. S. position has 
not in any way changed since presentation of note of ^farch 3, 

1921. 

Aug. 6 From the Minister in Panama (ieL) 510 

(78) Information that Chiriqui Land Company, United Fruit 
subsidiary, has been authorized by contract with Panaman 
Government approved July 19, to construct railroads and to 
establish radio, telegraph, “and telephone stations in Chiriqui 
Province; recommendation, although neither Legation nor 
Canal Governor perceive objection to railroad construction, 
that notes similar to those presented in Tonotdf ca«e be pre- 
sented; request for instruetions; re|>art that concew^ion has Iwn 
awarded for construction of railroad having terminus on l4ike 
Gatun. 

Aug. 10 To the Minister in Panama (tel.) 517 

(52) Instructions to aak President when reply to note on Tono^t 
wireless concession may be expected, and, uinm receipt of as- 
surances that Panaman Government shares if, H. (lovermumt ; 
views as to establishment of radio stations and railroads, to j 
inform President of nonobjection to Chiriqui contract, staling 
that position remains same as expressed in former communica- 
tions. 

Aug. 12 From the Minister in Panama (ieL) 617 

(79) Advice that, as Panaman Government has already expressed 
disagreement with Department’s views on railroad construc- 
tion, Minister is withholding action on instnictfons of telegram 
No, 52 of August 10 regarding Chiriqui matter pending further 
iiiHtructions. 

Aug. 16 To the Minister in Panama (ieL) 518 

(55) Doubt that useful purp<^ would be served by presenting 
another note refuting Panaman Qovemment’s position con- 
cerning railroad construction: authoriiatioti, however, to in- 
form President again that failure to proteet Chiriqui contract 
does not alter U. S. position with regard to question of rail- 
roads and radio. 



LIST OF PAPERS 


LXVII 


PANAMA 

Protest by Panama Against Direct Negotiations Between Cota and the 
Authorities of the Panama Canal in an Extradition Case 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

May 3 From the Panaman Minister 518 

(D-145) Information that formal protest has been lod^d with Cuban 
Government against direct negotiations with Panama Canal 
authorities in extradition case, in disregard of Panaman sover- 
eignty; protest to U. S. Government against manner in which 
extradition was effected. 

May 13 To the Panaman Minister 519 

Adherence to views expressed to Panaman Government in 
notes of June 12, July 7, and October 13, 1923, concerning 
extradition proceedings taken upon request of Chilean Govern- 
ment [i. e., that under Canal Act of 1912 U. S. Government has 
right to surrender fugitives in Canal Zone direct to foreign 
governments]. 


PARAGUAY 

Concession by Paraguay to the Asunci6n Port Concession Corporation 
1927 

Jan. 28 From the Minister in Paraguay 521 

(234) Support of President to Asuncidn Port Concession Corpora- 
tion and assurance that matter will be presented for prompt 
action by next Congress. 

Oct. 21 From the Minister in Paraguay 522 

(421) Signature by President, October 20, of law passed at last 
session of Congress granting concession to Corporation; infor- 
mation that preparations are being made for an early construc- 
tion. 


PERSIA 

Appointment and Services of an American Mission to Assist in the 
Administration op the Finances of Persia 


1922 

Feb. 11 Memorandum hy the Assistant Secretary of State 623 

Conversation between Secretary of State and British Am- 
bassador concerning financial situation in Persia, Persia's need 
for money and good financial advice, and possibility of an 
American as financial adviser to Persia. 

Undated From the British Embassy 623 

[Rec'd Foreign Office memorandum, March 1, communicating views 

Apr. 20] on Persian situation and assuring assistance and cooperation if 
U. S. Government decides to undertake task of improving 
internal administration and introducing sound financial 
methods (extract printed). 



LXVIII 


LIST OF PAPERS 


PERSIA 

Appointment and Services op an American Mission to Assist in the 
Administration op the Finances of PsaisiA — Continued 


Late and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1922 

May 1 Memorandum by ike Chief of the Division of A>ar Easiern 625 
Affairs 

Conversation in which Persian Minister asked whether 
decision regarding advisers had been reached and was told that 
Department would probably not officially designate an adviser 
but would recommend persons from whom Persian Govern- 
ment might make selection, and that Department could not 
assume responsibility of insisting on a particular candidate; 

Persian Government's desire for agricultural and mining ex- 
perts in addition to financial experts and request for assistance 
in selecting them. 

May 9 To the Minister in Persia {tel.) $26 

(33) Instructions to inform Foreign Minister that careful consid- 
eration is being given to request for assistance in securing 
persons to act as advisers; advice that Department di»e8 not 
believe that U. S. Government should assume responsibility for 
actual appointment of financial adviser. 

June 22 To the Persian Minister 

Suggestion that Persian Government may desire to consider i 
Dr, A. C. Millspaugh, Economic Adviser of the I>parti«ent, 
for appointment as Chief Financial Adviser; advice that if Dr. 
Millspaugh should be selected, all connection between him and 
Department will cease and that in suggesting an American 
citizen Government assumes no responsibility for any action 
which financial adviser may take as an official employed hv 
Persian Government. 

June 26 Memorandum by the Chief of ike Division of Near Eatiem 527 
Affairs 

Conversation, June 23, at which Btwtary's note of June 
22 was handed to Persian Minister; conversation, June 24, with 
Mr. Craigie of British Embassy, in which Department's atti- 
t\ide toward advisers for Persia was outlined. 

Aug. 22 To the British Ambassador ! $29 

Appreciation for assurance expressed in memorandum 
left at Department on April 20; information that appoint* 
ment of Dr. Millspaugh as Administrator General of the Fi- 
nances of Persia has been approved by Mejiiss and that itiisiiion 
will soon leave for Persia; advice as to limit of U. B. Govern- 
ment's action and responsibility. 

Aug. 26 To the Persian Minister j 

Communication of list of Americans recommended by Dr. 
Millspaugh for positions in financial administration; observa- 
tion that Department do^ not assume responsibility for the 
persons suggested. 

Nov. 14 To the Minister in Persia (tel.) 530 

(54) Information that Millsj^ugh mission is en route, that Da> 
partment cannot assume responsibility for actlvitlia while 
employed by Persian Government but takes sympathetic 
interest in their work; instructions to extend every protection 
and asBlstanoe to which they may be entiUad as Amerieao 
eltixens. 



LIST OF PAPERS 


LXIX 


PERSIA 

Appoiittment and Seevices of an American Mission to Assist in the 
Administration op the Finances of Persia — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1924 

Undated ' From the Administrator General of the Finances of Persia (feh) 
[Rec'd Information that mission have asked settlement in view of 
July 26] violation of contracts. 

July 28 From the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

(67) Information from Dr. Millspaugh, July 24, that on July 17 
he sent protest to Persian Government, alleging violations of 
contract. 


July 28 
( 68 ) 


July 30 
(48) 


July 31 

( 10 ) 


Aug. 6 
(84) 


Sept. 7 
(637) 


Sept. 18 
(124) 


Oct. 6 
(669) 


From the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

Transmission to Legation by Dr. Millspaugh under date of 
July 26, of copy of a communication of July 24 to Persian 
Government which requested arrangement for settlement 
with mission without delay. 

To the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

Regret that circumstances have disposed Dr. Millspaugh 
to demand termination of contract; observation that if stipu- 
lations of contracts are respected, no ground exists for diplo- 
matic interference; instructions, however, if Persian Govern- 
ment has not given pledges for future or is about to adopt 
course which may cause resignation of American officials, to 
make informal representations and to cable report. 

From the Secretary of Legation and Acting Consul at Teheran 
(tel.) 

Conference between Prime Minister and Dr. Millspaugh, at 
which latter, despite Prime Minister's promises, insisted upon 
settlement of contracts, believing that if mission should re- 
main, present contracts must be canceled and new ones drawn 
with radical changes, including practically dictatorial powers 
in matters of budget and guarantee of army support. 

From the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

Information that Prime Minister has urged Dr. Millspaugh 
not to leave but that latter believes it preferable to terminate 
present contract, after which he could stipulate for undivided 
power over finances if he is desired to stay on. 

From the Charge in Persia 

Conversations with Dr. Millspaugh on July 31 and Septem- 
ber 5, and with Persian Minister of Finance, September 6, 
during which entire matter, advisers' demands, and Persian 
Government's attitude were fully discussed. 

From the Chargi in Persia (tel.) 

Efforts to persuade Dr. Millspaugh to give way in demands 
concerning termination of contracts and diminution of funds 
to Ministry of War. and suggestion that he attempt to prevail 
on Prime Minister to exert influence in Mejliss for passage of 
delayed fiscal measures; indication that Prime Minister will 
cooperate. 

From the Charge in Persia 

Information that agreement has been reached between Dr. 
Millspaugh and Prime Minister whereby budget reductions 
will be accomplished, Army will give u n limited assistance in 
collection of taxes, administrative changes will be made in 
Ministry of Post and Telegraphs, questions of mission as to 
contract violations will be reviewed by new Persian commis- 
sion, and advisers will not insist on cancelation and settlement 
of contracts before consenting to consider continuation of their 
services. 


531 

531 

532 


532 


533 


533 


534 


537 


538 



LXX 


LIST OF PAPERS 


PERSIA 

Appointment and Sebvices of an American Mission to Assist in the 
Admiiststbation op the Finances op Persia— Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1925 

Feb. 1 From the Chargi in Persia {teL) 540 

(7) Prime Minister's assurance to Dr. Millspaugfa that Govern- 

ment has no thought of allowing agreements with American 
mission to lapse at expiration on September 30, and expression 
of personal regard; information that Dr. Millspaugh plans trip 
to America to employ other assistants. 

1926 

Dec. 18 To the Minister in Persia {tel.) 541 

(52) Persian Minister's request that Department try to inSuence 
Dr. Millspaugh to abandon efforts to regulate finances of War 
Ministry and to hinder railway projects in Persia, and Depart- 
ment's assurance that American Minister would be informed 
of request with a view to using unofficial influence to allay 
misunderstandings; instnictions to confer with Dr. Millspaugh, 
report results, and own views. 

Dec. 27 From the Minister in Persia {tel.) 542 

(70) Information that Persian Minister's representations are 
probably result of audience with Shah prior to departure for 
America, and before present situation arose; that relatituis 
between Dr. Millspaugh and Minister of War are better than 
ever before; and that in general position of mission appears to 
be better. 

Dec. 30 From the Minister in Persia 542 

(231) Discussion with Prime Minister of rumored intention of 
Persian Government to consider revision of certain articles of 
Millspaugh contract when its renewal should be officially cha- 
dded u^on; Prime Minister's assurance of op|>osition to any 
diminution of powers now vested in Administrator General. 

1927 

Jan. 10 To the Minister in Persia 544 

(528) Remarks of the Persian Minister upon presentation of letters 
of credence, December 7, 1926, and reply of President Coolidge 
(texts printed) ; observation that Minister may cart* to make 
informal reference to President's remarka on the successful 
efforts of the American mission. 

Jan. 19 To the Minister in Persia 546 

(530) Belief that knowledge in Teheran of Department's interest 
and satisfaction in activities of Millspaugh mission, as con- 
tained in statement by Secretarv on January I, may prove 
helpful in rendering informal assistance to Dr« MtUspaugh in 
dimculties which may arise. 

Feb. 4 To the Minister in Persia 546 

(532) Instructions to lend unofficial good offices to endeavor to dis- 
suade Persian Government from taking any action with regard 
to Administrator General that might defeat ends for which 
mission was engaged. 

Peb. 22 From the Minister in Persia 547 

(275) Observation that question of renewal of contracts due to 
expire In fall win hinge on decision as to retention of Dr. MUis* 
pau^, who asserts he will not remain if any material curtsdl- 
ment of his authority is made; urgency of renewal question 
because Dr. Millspaugh and certain other advisers are enUUed 
to leave of absence during summer which will extend to expira* 
tion date of contracts. 



LIST OF PAPERS 


LXXI 


PERSIA 

Appointment and Services of an American Mission to Assist in the 
Administration op the Finances of Persia — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Undated 


June 25 
(43) 


June 30 
(44) 


June 30 
(31) 



July 22 

m 


July 30 
(50) 



Memorandum of an Audience Given to the American Minister by 
Reza Shah Pahlavi, April 14y 19^7 
American Minister's discussion with Shah concerning ru- 
mored dissatisfaction with American mission; efforts to explain 
Dr. Millspaugh’s position. 

From the Minister in Persia (tel,) 

Information that draft of new contract has been formally 
submitted by Finance Minister to Dr. Millspaugh, who regards 
it as inadmissible and plans to submit views to Prime Minister. 

From the Minister in Persia (teL) 

C^inion that crisis over contract is becoming acut^ request 
by Dr. Millspaugh that American Minister call on Shah and 
Prime Minister after submission of prepared statement; inquiry 
as to what Department will empower American Minister to 
say. 

To the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

Recommendation that Minister represent that unfavorable 
impression wffl be made in America by information that Ad- 
ministrator General has not been accorded friendly participa- 
tion in drafting of a new contract and that when his departure 
was already imminent he received proposals which were imme- 
diately published and by which his whole past administration 
seemed to be discredited. 

From the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

Declaration by Shah that Finance Minister’s activities must 
not be construed as evidence of Government dissatisfaction 
with Dr. Millspaugh or design to bring about his withdrawal, 
although some changes in contract are required by present 
conditions, and instructions to Premier and Minister of Court 
to confer with Administrator General in preparation of new 
contract. 

From the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

Failure of conference to bring helpful result; submission of 
new draft to Dr. Millspaugh through Finance Minister, with 
information that these are last proposals and must be answered 
before July 27; Dr. Millspaugms decision to reject contract and 
depart for America. 

From the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

Refusal of contract by Dr. Millspaugh and plan for depar- 
ture August 3 or 4; appointment by Mejliss of Prime Minister 
as Acting Administrator General for unexpired period of Dr. 
MiUspaugh’s contract: decision of mission members to remain 
temporarily, in expectation that Government will either dis- 
miss them or otherwise render itself liable to claims. 

To the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

Instructions to say to Persian Government, provided Minis- 
ter perceives no objection, that American (Sovemment, recall- 
ing help which it gave unofficially at instance of Persian Gov- 
ernment in selection of advisers, has now decided to reserve 
entire liberty in acting upon future requests which it may re- 
ceive for assistance in promoting engagement of its nationals 
as advisers to Persian Government. 


549 

551 

552 

552 

553 

563 

554 

565 
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LIST OF PAPERS 


PERSIA 

Appointment and Services op an American Mission to Assist in the 
Administration op the Finances of Persia— Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


1927 

Aug, 4 From the Minister in Persia {teh) i 

(51) Departure of Dr. Millspaugh. 1 

Aug. 8 To the Minister in Persia (leL) 

(39) Request for information as to what action, if any, Mini^;tcr 
took on basis of Department's telegram No. 37 of August 2. 

Aug. 9 From the Minister in Persia (ieh) 

(52) Delay in giving effect to D^artment's telegram Xo. 37 of 
August 2, for fear of provoking (government to hostility against 
mission members still in Persia; intention to delay delivery of 
note which Minister planned to address to Persian "Government 
following day until Department confirms previous instructions; j 
desire to be informed if Persian Legation presents further 
requests, 

Aug, 9 To the Minister in Persia {teh) 

(39 bis) Nonreceipt of communications from Persian Ministi’r re- 
garding past or future of American advisers: confirmation of 
instructions, in view of American Minister's decision that time 
has come to present note; instructions to advise action taken. 

Aug. 13 From the Minister in Persia (tel) 

(53) Delivery of note. 

Aug. 19 From the Minister in Persia 
(414) Note to Acting Foreign Minister, dated August H (text 
printed), on basis of instructions in Department’s telegram Xo. 
37 of August 2; lack of information as to exact effect note has 
had on Persian Goveniraent. * 

Aug. 29 From the Minister in Persia (fcZ.) | 

(56) Information that note of August 11 has irritated Foreign | 
Ministry^, which will prepare sharp note in reply, and that 
Acting Foreign Minister has urged American Minister to ask 
instructions to recall note or to so modify it as to preclude 
Persian Government’s rejoinder; objection to recall, hut sug- 
gestion that to send a note of exidanation might t)e helpful, 

Aug. 29 To the Minister in Persia (teL) 

(44) Opinion that no adequate grounds exist for recall of note; 
instructions to advise Acting Forei^ Minister that note is in 
no way to be regarded as attempt to Interfere with or call in 
question acts of Persian Government in its disputes with 
foreign officers in its service, and that note referred only to 
the future. 


555 


555 


555 


556 


556 


556 


55B 


559 


Sept. 1 From the Minister in Persia (fsf.) 

(59) Information that on August 31 Acting Foreign Minister 
read sharp reply which he has been instructed to sign and 
deliver, and that upon receipt of aide-mimaire of explanation, 
he requested that American Minister ask instructions to 
withdraw note; disposition to withdraw note If Persian Gov- 
ernment will accept stipulation that U. S. Government may in 
future renew expressions contained in note; request for In- 
structions, 


560 



LIST OF PAPERS 


Lxxm 


PERSIA 

Appointment and Sebvioes op an Ambbioan Mission to Assist in the 
Administbation op the Finances op Peksia — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Sept. 1 To the Minister in Persia (teL) 

(47) Sanction of recall, at discretion, of note and aide-memoire; 
instructions, if authorization is exercised, to explain orally 
that this action is taken because Persian Government has 
construed note in sense alien to Department's intentions, but 
not to discuss position U. S. Government may heieafter adopt 
toward American advisers in Persian service. 


Sept, 10 From the Minister in Persia 
(431) Note of August 30 to Acting Foreign Minister, incorporating 
aide-memoire of explanation (text printed). 


Sept. 16 
(60) 


Sept. 22 
(681) 


From the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

, Information that note of August 11 was withdrawn on 
September 5 and that result appears satisfactory. 

To the Minister in Persia 

Statement made to the press by Dr. Millspaugh in Washing- 
ton, September 17, concerning his work in Persia and circum- 
stances of his withdrawal (text printed) . 


560 


561 

563 

563 


Notification by Pbesia of the Termination of Capitulations 


1927 
Apr. 27 
(19) 


Apr. 30 
(329) 


Ma’ 


lay 2 
(330) 


May 6 
(341) 


May 10 
(26) 


From the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

Statement by Shah, April 26, that he had issued orders to 
Government to take steps for abolition of capitulations as 
soon as possible. 

From the Minister in Persia 

Meeting of diplomatic representatives of capitulatory 
powers, April 28, at which situation was informally; discussed 
and American Minister stated he had received no intimation 
of any impending or drastic action by Persian Government. 

From the Minister in Persia 

Information concerning reorganization of Ministry of 
Justice and Shah's statement of April 26; order issued by 
Shah to Prime Minister concerning abolition of capitulations 
(text printed). 

From the Minister in Persia 

Prime Minister's statement to Mejliss, May 1, advising 
that preparations for abolition of capitulations will constitute 
most important object of Government's program (extract 
printed); assurance bv Prime Minister in conversation with 
American Minister, May 5, that Government has no intention 
to take precipitate action but desires to accomplish purpose 
by friendly and legal means. 

From the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

Note from Foreign Minister (text printed) terminating 
treaty of 1856 between Persia and the United States on May 
10, 1928, and expressing desire that during period while treaty 
remains in force U. S. (government take appropriate action for 
consummation of new treaty. 


567 


567 


571 


573 


574 



LXXIV 


LIST OF PAPERS 


PERSIA 

Notification by Persia of the Termination op Capitulations^ — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 
May 12 
(18) 


May 13 
(27) 


May 14 
(28) 

May 16 
(19) 


May 17 
(348) 

May 18 

( 50 ) 


May 18 

( 21 ) 

May 23 
(35) 

June 17 
(373) 


To the Minuter in Persia {tel,) 

Instructions to report what action Persian Government 
has taken concerning treaties with other extraterritorial 
powers. 

Prom the Minister in Persia (tel,) 

Information that all powers enjoying most-favored-nation 
rights under treaties which may be abrogated on year's notice 
have received similar notes; that perpetual treaties with France 
and Spain will be terminated also on May 10, 1928; that 
British Legation was advised that foreign subjects in Persia 
will cease to enjoy consular jurisdiction and other privileges on 
that date, after which such privileges will be denied those 
governments claiming them on most-favored-nation principle. 
Decision of diplomatic body to submit to respective govern- 
ments identical recommendations regarding acknowledgment 
to note of May 10. 

From the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

Suggested form of acknowledgment to note of May 10 (text 
printed). 

To the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

Draft note for presentation to Persian Government if and 
when other diplomatic representatives are authorized to pre- 
sent their draft note, stating U. S. Government's readiness to 
consider questions raised in note of May 10 but deairc as a 
preliminary to have precise information regarding new codes of 
justice ana organization of courts propos^ to replace consu- 
lar jurisdiction (text printed) ; request for information regard- 
ing instructions received by colleagues. 

From the Minister in Persia 

R6sum4 of circumstances probably responsible for Persian 
action; details of diplomatic body meeting of May 13. 

From the Minister in Persia (tel,) 

Information that no instructions have been received by 
majority of oollea^es; intention to send at once acknowledg- 
ment outlined in I)epartment*8 telegram No, 19 of May 16, 
and request for renewed authorization to do so. 

To the Minuter in Persia (tel) 

Authorization to transmit note at once. 

From the Minister in Persia (iel) 

Delivery of note dated May 17 to Persian Government* 

From the Minister in Persia 

Information that Belgian and possibly Qermjun colleague 
have acknowledged Persian note of May 10; opinion of col- 
leagues that question of abolition of capitulations has passed 
into less acute stage and that it is onlikdy that dadnite nego- 
tiations will be entered into by foreign govemmenti for time 
being* 


574 


575 


675 

670 


677 

5B3 


683 

583 

584 



LIST OF PAPERS 
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PERSIA 

Notification bt Persia of the Termination of Capitxjxations — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

June 18 From the Minister in Persia 
(374) Conversation with Prime Minister, June 17, concerning 
action in denouncing capitulatory treaties; American Minis- 
ter's inquiry whether in view of short time available for reor- 
ganization of judiciary and new treaty negotiations, validity 
period of treaties might be extended beyond May 10, 1928, 
and favorable intimation by Prime Minister. Opinion that 
U. S. Government might take lead in meeting situation in 
spirit of friendliness and possibly in demonstrating willing- 
ness to open negotiations for new treaty without committing 
itself on subject of capitulations. 

June 22 From the Minister in Persia (tel,) 

(42) Persian reply, June 20, to America'n note of May 17, invit- 
ing attention to fact that denunciation of treaty was accom- 
plished on May 10, that progress of legal and judicial reforms 
will have no connection with denunciation of old treaties and 
coni^mmation of new treaties, and expressing hope that 
Government will take action for new treaty (text printed). 
Information that German Minister received similar note. 


June 24 To the Minister in Persia (tel.) 

(28) Instructions to send informal reply to Persian note, stating 
that U. S. Government is not inclined to dispute Persian Gov- 
ernment’s privilege to declare intention to terminate treaty of 
1856 nor to contend that declaration is subject to conditions of 
any sort, but that information asked for in Legation’s note of 
May 17 is deemed indispensable. 

June 28 From the Minister in Persia 
(380) Persian note of June 20 and Legation’s reply thereto, Jime 26 
(texts printed), in accordance with Department’s telegram No. 
28 of June 24; observation that information requested 
concerning judicial reforms will be difficult to supply. 


July 15 From the Minister in Persia 

(§90) Interview with Shah, July 8, in which American Minister ex- 
plained attitude toward intended abolition of capitulations, 
negotiations for new treaty, and request for information as to 
actual state of judicial system, and Shah assured him that 
desired information would be collected and furnished. Sugges- 
tion that note verhale from Foreign Office which announces 
transfer of duties of legal representatives in provinces to Gover- 
nors until May 10, 1928, is intended as indication of intention 
to terminate capitulatory regime on that date. 


586 


587 


588 


588 


591 


PERU 

Pbofosbi) Teeatt of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights Between 
THE United States and Peru 


1927 

Aug, 19 To the Charge in Peru 

(363) Instructions to inquire whether Peru is disposed to enter into 
negotiations for treaty of friendship, commerce and consular 
rij ts based on unconditional most-favored-nation principle. 

Sept. 17 From the Chargi in Peru (tel.) 

(43) Receipt of Foreign Office note stating willingness to negotiate 
treaty, and desire tnat the same treatment now accorded Cuban 
sugar be extended to Peruvian sugar. 


694 

596 
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LIST OF PAPERS 


PERU 

Proposed Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights Between 
THE United States and Peru — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Sept. 29 To the Chargi in Peru (tel,) 

(32) Information that special commercial relationship l>etweon 
Cuba and the United States makes it impossible to grant to 
Peruvian sugar same treatment accorded to Cuban sugar; 
instructions to endeavor to secure assent to no^tiations for 
an unconditional most-favored-nation treaty, without s|)eeiai 
privileges or concessions by either Government, 

Oct. 5 From the ChargS in Peru (tel,) 597 

(47) Explanation to Foreign Minister and President of the s|)eeial 
relationship between United States and Cuba; Peruvian Gov- 
ernment's willingness to set aside for present request for special 
treatment concerning Peruvian sugar and to enter into nego- 
tiations for unconditional most-favored-nation treaty; Presi- 
dent's desire for preferential treatment for Peruvian sugar in 
event Cuban treaty should be terminated. 

Oct. 14 To the Chargi in Peru (td,) 598 

(36) Preparation of draft treaty. 

(Footnotes: Transmittal to Peru in instruct ion Xo. 384, 
November 2. 

Information that ftirther negotiations failed to result in the 
signing of a treaty.) 


POLAND 

Request to the Polish Government That Amehican Arms MANurAcruKERs 
Be Given the Same Consideration as Those or Other Nations 


1925 

Jan. 5 To the Minister in Poland (ieL) 

(1) From London, January 1; ilequeat by Colt Ftrearina 
Comjmny for informal diplomatic intervention through 
American Minister at Warsaw because negotiations for sale 
of arms to Polish Government have been jeopardiied by 
French Government's intervention in behalf of Hotchkiss 
Company of France. 

To London: Inability to take action roqueeted. 

Juno 3 To the Minister in Poland (iel) 600 

(46) Instructions to ascertain whether arms purchase contract 
has been concluded by Polish Government. 

June 4 From the Minister in Poland (iel,) 601 

(43) Adoption of Browning automatic rifles by Polish Govern- 
ment committee on January 17; expectation of Colt agent that 
contract will be signed by end of June despite opposiUon of 
French interests. 

July 3 From the Minister in Poland 601 

(206) Memorandum by commercial attach^, June 34 (text 
printed), advising furthw difficulty in Colt oontract beeauae 
Prime Minister refuses to sign, presumably on account of 
French efiforts to hold up negotiations, and stating that 
attach^ told Colt agent that he could do little in vkw pre* 
vlous instructions from Washington. 



LIST OF PAPERS 


Lxxvn 


POLAND 

Reqttbst to the Polish Government That American Arms Manufacturers 
Be Given the Same Consideration as Those of Other Nations — 
Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1925 

Aug. 6 To the Minister in Poland (tel.) 

(70) Instructions, in case opportunity is offered and without 
intervening in negotiations, that situation reported would 
justify oral indications to Polish Government of hope that 
proper consideration will be shown to American company 
concerned. 

Aug. 17 From the Minister in Poland 

(238) Oral representations during Prime Minister's call, August 
17, on basis of Department's telegram No. 70 of August 6. 

1926 

Apr. 28 From the Minister in Poland 

(404) Information that Polish Government has approved Brown- 
ing machine gun and has asked Colt Company for submission 
of new bids on terms other than those considered in original 
contract; request by Colt representative that Legation inter- 
vene; opinion that Legation may not take*any action and that 
there has been no unfairness or discrimination against com- 
pany in this connection. 

1927 

Jan. 22 From the Chargi in Poland (tel.) 

(7) Request by Colt agent for Legation's assistance in effort to 
secure aircraft machine-igun orders from Polish Government, 
in view of pressure by British Legation and French military 
mission on behalf of Vickers and Hotchkiss, respectively; 
request for instructions whether to take action similar to that 
instructed in Department's telegram No. 70 of August 6, 
1925. 

Jan. 24 To the Chargi in Poland (tel.) 

(1) Instructions to take suitable occasion to inform Polish 
Government of U. S. Government's expectation that American 
competitors will receive same consideration as that accorded 
to nationals of any other country. 

June 26 To the Minister in Poland (tel.) 

(24) Information that Colt Company has reopened n^otiations 
for sale of arms to Polish Government; authorization, if 
assistance is requested, to take action indicated in Depart- 
ment's telegram No. 1 of January 24. 

July 14 From the Minister in Poland 

(1163) Information that ofiScial of Fabrique National^ Belgian 
licensee of Browning patents and associated with Colt Com- 
pany in 1926 negotiations, has been empowered by Colt to 
act as agent in negotiations with Polish Government and has 
advised that all points of difference regarding contract have 
been adjusted except for amount of performance bond; in- 
formation that chief competitor is Hotchkiss Arms Company, 
believed to be principally American-owned; request for in- 
structions as to assistance Minister is expected to render in 
connection with contract, in view of lack of knowledge as to 
exact proportion of American interest in matter. 


602 


602 


603 


604 


604 


604 


604 
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POLAND 


Rbqttbst to the Polish Goveenment That American Arms Manufacturers 
Be Given the Same Consideration as Those of Other Nations — 
Continued 

Date and 
number 

Subject 

1 Pw 

1927 
Aug. 16 
(453) 

To the Minuter in Poland 

Directions to request instructions of Department if ap- 
proached by any other company for assistance In negotiations 
for sale of arms to Polish Government. 

i 606 

Nov. 8 
(1315) 

From the Minister in Poland 

Refusal by Colt Company to accept terms arranged by 
Belgian agent, and notification thereof to Polish Government; 
information that Government has taken offense at disqualifi- 
cation of contract; intention of Fabrique Nationale official to 
continue negotiations in behalf of his own company. 

1 607 

Representations to the Polish Government for Increase in Contingent 
Allowed fob Importation of American Automobiles 

1927 
June 27 
(1125) 

From the Minister in Poland 

Note to Foreign Minister, June 24, requesting that con- 
tingent for importation of American automobiles be allotted 
as soon as possible and that rules and regulations concerning 
granting of contingents be furnished (text printed). 

609 

July 25 
(1173) 

From the Minister in Poland 

Note from Foreign Minister, July 21, stating that contingent 
system is considered temporary, tnat balance of trade in U. B. 
favor proves that more generous treatment has been accorded 
than to other countries having commercial agreementa with 
Poland, that study is being made of possibility of granting 
special contingent to American automobiles, assuring <*quitable 
treatment with other countries, and enclosing memorandum 
relative to procedure for contingeata {texts printed). 

6U 

July 30 
(30) 

To the Minister in Poland (ieL) 

Instructions to protest discrimination against American 
trade resulting from issuance to French concern of preponder- 
ance of ^rmits for importation of tires and to request statt*- 
ment of basis on which system of contingents is applied; 
approval of action reported in despatch No. 1125 of June 27. 

613 

Aug. 20 
(32) 

To the Minister in Poland (tel.) 

Instructions to make additional representations, in view of 
unsatisfactory character of Foreign Office note of Julv 21, 
further defining U. S, GovemmenVs position in matter or con- 
tingents, dissatisfaction with secrecy of admlnistraUon con- 
tingent system, desire for means of asoertidiiing whether 
equitable treatment guaranteed by modus wimmai Is being 
accorded, and requesting figures on importation licenses for 
automobiles and tires. 

614 

Aug. 23 
(1206) 

From the Minister in Poland 

Note to Foreign Minister, August 13. conoemlng automo- 
biles. tires, and tubes (text print^}; oral assurance bv Acting 
Foreign Minister that he would do utmost to secure aaditlonai 
contingents jpromptlv; doubt that anything concrete wil) 
result irom Legations representations. 

615 



LIST OP PAPERS 
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POLAND 

Repeesentations to the Polish Goveenmbnt for Increase in Contingent 
Allowed for Importation of American Automobiles — Continued 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 
Sept. 27 
( 66 ) 


Oct. 31 
(47) 


Nov. 4 
(78) 


Nov. 9 
(51) 


Nov. 24 
(82) 


Dec. 8 
(58) 


Dec. 23 

( 88 ) 


From the Minister in Poland {tel.) 

Receipt from Polish Government of verbal offer of contingent 
for automobiles of 320 metric tons quarterly, beginning Jan- 
uary 1, 1928, 240 tons to be charged against General Motors 
and Ford companies, and of contingent for tires and tubes of 
112 tons quarterly; observation that 320-ton contingent would 
include American cars assembled in Denmark. 

To the Minister in Poland (tel.) 

Instructions to inform Polish Government that (1) 320-ton 
quarterly contingent would be acceptable provided it does not 
include automobiles assembled from American parts in Den- 
mark or other foreign countries, (2) 112-ton quarterly con- 
tingent for tires and tubes would be acceptable, (3) apportion- 
ment to certain American manufacturers should be left for 
negotiations between them and Polish authorities, (4) American 
contingents should be increased if other countries' contingents 
are increased, and (5) information should be available at any 
time on licenses used or available for use. 

From ike Minister in Poland {tel.) 

Inadvisability of continuing conversations until ready to 
state clearly position on matter of American automobiles 
assembled in Denmark. 

To the Minister in Poland {teL) 

Desire for information regarding action Danish Minister is 
likely to take to obtain contingent for automobiles assembled 
in Denmark, should such oars be considered as of Danish 
origin, and for indication of possible amount of such a contin- 
gent. 

From the Minister in Poland {tel.) 

Information that Danish Minister has been authorized to 
give same protection to automobiles assembled in Denmark as 
to articles of Danish origin, and that amount of contingent 
which may be granted is not known; suggestions that if Lega- 
tion were authorized to protect only direct importations, 
American interests would be best served, and that fair chance 
exists that by unofhoial cooperation with Danish Legation, 
joint contingent greater than present offer of 320 tons quarterly 
may be obtained. 

To the Minister in Poland {tel.) 

Approval of suggestions in Minister's telegram No. 82 of 
November 24 and instructions to confine negotiations to cars 
manufactured wholly in the United States, for which it is de- 
sired to obtain a contingent of 320 tons quarterly and in any 
case no less than obtained by any other country. 

From the Minister in Poland {tel) 

Acceptance of contingent for automobiles of 260 tons 
quai^ny in consideration of assurances that United States is 
receiving treatment equal to that granted to most-favored 
nation. 


618 


619 


621 


622 


622 


623 



LXXX 


LIST OF PAPERS 


POLAND 

Extradition Treaty Between the United States and Poland and 
Accompanying Protocol, Signed November 22, 1027 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Nov. 22 Treaty Between the United States of America and Poland 624 

For the extradition of fugitives from justice. Accompany- 
ing protocol (text printed). 


RUMANIA 

Proposed Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights Between 
THE United States and Rumania 


1925 
Dec. 11 
^ (98) 


Dec. 31 
(70) 


1926 
Jan. 9 
( 111 ) 


1927 
Apr. 2 
(397) 


May 9 
(19) 


May 12 
(416) 


1928 
Mar. 16 
( 566 ) 


From the Minister in Rumania (tel.) 

Request for specific instructions to undertake negotiation of 
treaty of friendship, commerce and consular rights based on 
principles of U. S.-German treaty of 1923. 

To the Minister in Rumania (tel.) 

Authorization to discuss matter with appropriate officials 
and report attitude, together with suggestions Minister may 
care to submit. 

From the Minister in Rumania 

Foreign Office reply that general policy of Rumanian Govern- 
ment prevents immediate discuasion of gonerai commercial 
treaty but that when certain studies are completed, it will Ixt 
glad to consider matter, and that in meantime it desires to 
exchange notes regulating commercial relations; request for 
instructions. 

(Footnote: Signature of exchange of notes according mutual 
unconditional most-fa vored-nation treatment in customs 
mattera, February 26.) 

From the Minister in Rumania 

Information that Rumania appears to he entering uj>on new 
commercial policy and that In no case will most-favored-nation 
clause be gran tea with respect to whole customs tariff; under- 
standing, however, that United States will be granted most- 
favored-nation treatment in fact although not in theory; note to 
Foreign Offioo, March 24 (text printed), explaining attitude 
toward most-favored-nation principle and requesting tliat 
regime established by exchange of notes, February 26, 1926, 
be continued until superseded by general commercial treaty. 

To the Minister in Rumania (tel.) 

Instructions that unless it becomes evident Rumania will 
consent to negotiate unconditional most-favored-nation treaty, 
best policy will be to attempt to maintain present inodta vinendi 
as long as possible. 

From the Minister in Rumania 

Information that for time being exchange of notes will remain 
in force; unlikelihood of modus mtmdi being diaoontinued; 
apparent disagreement in Rumanian Ooveminent circles 
concerning basis of commercial treaty policy. 

From the Minister in Rumania 
Preliminary studies by Foreign Oiioe of U. S.-German 
treaty, after which delegation will confer with American 
Minister regarding possiDillty of drawing up commercial 
treaty. 


631 

631 

632 

632 

636 

636 

637 



LIST OF PAPEBS 


liXXXI 


RUMANIA 

Attitude of the Department of State Toward Protests bt Jewish Groups 
Regarding Treatment of Jews in Rumania 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Jan. 10 From the Minister, in Rumania (tel.) 

(1) Information that Foreign Minister has called attention to 
resolutions of protest adopted by Jewish meetings in New 
York against anti-Semitic disorders in Rumania and has asked 
American Minister to inform Department of his observations 
on the subject during his stay in Rumania; opinion that no 
organized persecution exists. 

(Footnote: Resolution by American Jewish Congress (text 
printed), transmitted to Department in letter from Rabbi 
Stephen S. Wise, January 12.) 

Jan. 13 To the Minister in Rumania (tel.) 

(2) Protest by delegation headed by Rabbi Wise and request 
for U. S. Government's intercession with Rumanian Govern- 
ment; press release (excerpt printed) concerning the interview, 
stating that Secretary gave lengthy and sympathetic hearing 
and will reply after making careful study of allegations. 

Feb, 12 Memorandum by the Chief of the Division of Near Eastern 
Affairs of a Conversation Between the Secretary of State^ 
Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, and Judge Milton Strashurger 
Explanation by Secretary of inadmissibility of formal 
representations to a foreign government concerning its internal 
affairs, but willingness to call in Rumanian Minister and inform 
him of state of public opinion and of the expression that public 
opinion had recently received. 


Feb. 17 Memorandum of a Conversation Between the Secretary of State, 
the Rumanian Minister, and the Chief of the Division of 
Near Eastern Affairs 

Informal expression to Rumanian Minister of attitude of 
American public opinion toward Jewish question in Rumania, 
and exhibition of communications received at Department, 
with particular attention to resolution of protest by American 
Jewish Congress. 


637 


638 


638 


640 


Amends bt the Rumanian Government for Injuries to an American Citizen 
Resulting From Riots at Oeadba-Marb 


1927 
Dec. 10 
(41) 


Dec. 10 
(508) 


To the Minister in Rumania (tel.) 

Press report of wounding of Mr. W. N. Keller, an American 
citizen, by rioting Rumanian students engaged in anti- 
Semitic and anti-Magyar disturbances at Oradea-Mare; 
instructions to investigate and report. 

From the Minister in Rumania 

Re^rt of anti-Semitic riots, December 6 and 6, in which 
Mr. Keller was attacked and injured; protest to Foreign Min- 
ister, December 9, requesting punishment of crime and pay- 
ment of proper compensation to Mr. Keller (text printed); 
Foreign Minister's expression of regret and assurance of satis- 
faction if situation is found to be as reported. 


Dec. 11 From the Minister in Rumania (tel.) 

(66) Apparent truthfulness of report; Foreign Minister's assur- 
ance, December 10, of satisfaction as soon as Government 
investigation is completed. 


641 


641 


643 


32342^ — i2 — vot in 6 
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LIST OF PAPEBS 



RUMANIA 


Amends bt the Rumanian Government for Injuries to an American Citizen 
Resulting From Riots at Oradea-Mare — Continued 

Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1927 
Dec. 14 
(58) 

From the Minister in Rumania (fel,) 

Information that Keller case is settled except for determina- 
tion of amount of claim. 

1 643 

Dec. 20 
(511) 

From the Minister in Rumania 

Report of progress of Keller case; information that only 
question of amount of damages remains, and that claim will 
probably not be large. 

643 

1928 
Feb. 18 
(643) 

From the Minister in Rumania 

Settlement of Keller claim for $2500; statement to press by 
Mr. Keller (text printed). 

647 


RUSSIA 

Good OmcBs op the Nobwbgxan Government in Behalp of Certain 
American Citizens Imprisoned in Russia 


1926 

Aug. 26 To the Charge in Norway 648 

(298) Instructions to bring informally to attention of Fopeigri 
Office plight of throe Ainerican citizens, Messrs* Kudrashcfif, 
Chevalier, and Kopman, who have been imprisoned by Soviet 
authorities, and to express hope that Norwegian Government 
may be willing to use its good offices in their behalf* 

Nov. 22 From the Miniskr in Norway 649 

(903) Promise of Foreign Office to use good offices; Foreign Office 
note, November 1 8, enclosing excerpt from report of Norwegian 
Minister in Russia which states that nothing can be done for 
Messrs. Kudrasheff and Kopman because they were bom in 
Russia and reverted to status of Russian citizens upon return 
to that country, but that there are good prospects for release of 
Mr. Chevalier (texts printed). 

Dec. 27 From tho MinUter in Norway 651 

(918) Foreign Office note. December 22, stating that legation 
in Moscow has learned privately that Mr. Chevalier has been 
released but that it could secure no infomiatlon concerning 
Messrs. Kudrasheff and Kopman (text printed) ; information 
that appropriate expression of thanks has oeen made to Foreign 
Office. 

1927 

Mar. 10 From the Miniekr in Norway 652 

(962) Foreign Office note, March 5, stating that Mr. Kopman has 
been freed (extract printed). 

(Footnote: Information from American consul general at 
Berlin in despatch dated February 28, 1928, that he had been 
advia^ that Mr. Kudrasheff died on Januaiy 81, 1927, of 
typhoid fever.) 



LIST OF PAPERS 


Lxxxm 


RUSSIA 

Statement bt the Department op State op the Conditions Under Which 
Russian Purchases in the United States Mat Be Financed 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

Oct. 17 From the Vice President of the American Locomotive Sales Cor- 652 
poration 

Confirmation of discussions at Department, October 14, 
concerning question of sale to State Railways of the Soviet 
Republic of railroad equipment on long term credit which may 
necessitate financial cooperation of banks and possibly sale by 
latter of securities to the public; request for information 
whether Department would look with favor upon contracts 
obtained on terms outlined. 

Nov. 28 To the Vice President of the American Locomotive Sales Cor- 653 
poration 

Objection to financial projects involving flotation of loans 
in American market and to banking arrangements not inci- 
dental to sale of American commodities to Russia which have 
amounted to proposals for making advances to the Soviet 
regime; nonobjection to specific transaction under discussion, 
except if any financial arrangement would involve sale of 
securities to the public. 


SPAIN 

Representations to the Spanish Government for Fair Compensation to 
American Interests for Property Taken by the Spanish Petroleum 
Monopoly 

1927 

June 10 From the Ambassador in Spain (tel,) 655 

(54) Probability that Spanish Government may soon establish 
petroleum monopoly. 

Juno 28 From the Ambassador in Spain 655 

(409) Indication that decree establishing petroleum monopoly 
may soon be issued; Ambassador's uncertainty as to form 
monopoly will take, but impression that fair price will be paid 
for all interests; intention to discuss matter with Gen. Primo 
de Rivera, President of Council of Ministers and Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs, in view of large American petroleum 
interests affected. * 

June 28 Royal Decree-Law No. IW, as Published in *^La Nacidn,^^ 659 
June 30t 19^7 

Establishing petroleum monopoly. 

Aug. 13 To the Ambassador in Spain (iel.) 667 

(65) Information that while U. S. Government opposes establish- 
ment of monopolies generally, it cannot appropriately or 
effectively protest against establishment of petroleum mo- 
nopoly in Spain, and that it expects full and fair compensation 
to expropriated companies; inadvisability of representations 
at present. 

Aug. 26 From the Ambassador in Spain 668 

(476) Plan to limit activities to observing and reporting develop- 
ments; indication of organized opposition in Spain to mo- 
nopoly, and chance that it may be abandoned. 



LXXXIV 


LIST OF PAPERS 


SPAIN 

Bepbesentations to the Spanish Govebnment fob Faib Compensation to 
Ameibioan Interests fob Propeety Taken by the Spanish Petboieum 
Monopoly — Continued 


Bate and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 
ept. 6 
(500) 


Sept. 23 
(530) 


Oct. 12 
(562) 


Oct. 21 
(105) 


Oct. 22 
(107) 


Oct. 24 


Oct 24 
(583) 


Nov. 1 
(83) 


From the Ambassador in Spain 

Information that bids for the monopoly have been sub- 
mitted by six organizations and are now being considered by a 
special board. 

From the Ambassador in Spain 
Preliminary acceptance, September 21, of bid tendered by 
Banco Urquijo group; possibility that two American and 
British interests. Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey and Boyal 
Dutch Shell, have reached agreement on policy they will 
pursue. 

From the Ambassador in Spain 

Information that on October 3, after General Prime had 
twice failed to keep appointments, Standard Oil and Shell 
representatives left joint memorandum stating that neither 
would enter into any relations with monopoly to supply it 
with petroleum (text printed) . 

From the Ambassador in Spain {UL) 

Publication of Royal decree, October 20, empowering Stamp 
Tax Bureau to take anv action necessary to assure supply, 
distribution, and sale of petroleum products until mono{>t)iy 
company, awarded to banking consortium by another decree | 
of same date, is in operation, and authorizing Finance Minister 
to seize any petroleum organizations deemed necessary*, with f 
indemnification to be made later. 

From the Ambassador in ^pasn (isL) 

Fear of foreign oil interests that stocks and property may be 
seized at once and inadequate comj^nsation given, particularly 
for business goodwill; inquiry whether to be guided by Depart- 
ment*s telegram No. 65 of August 13, In case fair compensation 
is made. 

Memorandum by ihs Chief of the Dimion of We^em European 
Affairs 

Conversation with Standard Oil represontativtss, in which it 
was stated that U. S. Government could not assist American 
iifterests until denial of justice in indemniheation or discrimi* 
nation in favor of other foreign interesta occurred. 

From the Ambassador in Spain 
Information that Department’s instructions am being 
awaited; Royal Decreo»Laws No. 1753 and No, 1782, dati^ 
October 17, and published October 20 and 21, respectively 
(texts printed). 

To the Ambassador in Spain (tel,) 

Details of discussion with Standard Oil representative of 
U. S, policy toward protection of Interests alfected by monop* 
oly: authorization to answer Inquiries with this Inronuaiion 
and to state readiness to assist American companies to secure 
fair hearing In expropriation proceedings; Information that 
Department can take no podtion on question of compensation 
for goodwill except as each case of expropriation arls^ 


669 

670 


671 


673 


674 


674 


675 


680 



LIST OF PAPERS 
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SPAIN 

Eepresentations to the Spanish Government fob Pair Compensation to 
Amebioan Interests for Property Taken by the Spanish Peteoieum 
Monopoly — Continued 


Pate and 
number 


Subject 


1927 
Nov. 5 
( 112 ) 


Nov. 8 
(85) 


• Nov. 11 
(89) 


Nov. 14 
(115) 


Nov. 16 
(622) 


Nov. 16 
(623) 


Nov. 16 
(269) 


Nov. 1$ 

( 120 ) 


Nov. 22 
(94) 


From the Ambassador in Spain (teL) 

Suggestion, in view of British representations to Spanish 
Government for agreement regarding price and payment of 
adequate compensation prior to expropriation, that U. S. 
Government make representations. 

To the Ambassador in Spain (teL) 

Authorization to inform Spanish Government that, while 
U. S. Government does not object in principle to establishment 
of oil monopoly, it expects that full and fair compensation will 
be made for value of property expropriated, including damages 
caused to other property by the expropriation, and expects no 
less favorable treatment for its nationals than is accorded 
nationals of other countries. 

To the Ambassador in Spain (teL) 

Protest by Spanish Ambassador against refusal of Standard 
Oil and Shell companies to deal with petroleum monopoly; 
Department's reply that question was not one with which it was 
concerned. 

From the Ambassador in Spain (teL) 

Oral representations to General Primo on basis of Depart- 
ment's telegram No. 85 of November 8; Primo's assurance of 
nondiscrimination against Americans and of adequate com- 
pensation following expropriation. 

From the Ambassador in Spain 
Installation of petroleum monopoly inspectors in Madrid 
oj03.ce of Babel and Nervion, Standard Oil Company subsidiary, 
and in Shell office under authority of Stamp Tax Bureau 
communications of November 3 (texts printed). 

From the Ambassador in Spain 

Details of interview with General Primo, November 14, at 
which Ambassador discussed XJ. S. attitude and presented 
memorandum dated November 10 making written representa- 
tions (text printed). 

From the Spanish Ministry of State to the American Embassy 
Assurance that equal treatment in valuation of expropriated 

P roperty will be applied to American, other foreign, and 
panish interests, and that fair compensation will be made for 
intrinsic value of properties but not for damages or loss result- 
ing to an industry which ceases to do business. 

From the Ambassador in Spain (teL) 

Observation that Spanish note declares Government's right 
to take over any industry at any time without obligation to 
take account of earning power and goodwill; renewal by 
British of representations concerning advance compensation 
for expropriated property. 

To the Ambassador in Spain (teL) 

Advice that representations already made adequately reserve 
U. S. position and that Department will await developments 
in such specific expropriation proceedings as may arise. 


682 


683 


683 


684 


684 


687 


693 


694 


694 
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SPAIN 


Repebsentattons to the Spanish Government pob Fate Compensation to 
American Interests fob Peopeett Taken by the Spanish Petboieom 
Monopoly — Oontinued 

"Date and 
number 

Subject 

Page 

1927 
Nov. 30 
(654) 

From the Ambassador in Spain 

Seizure of Porto Pi Company plants, without action toward 
reimbursement or valuation; imminence of seizure of Alicante 
plant of Babel and Nervion Company, which recently refused 
monopoly company’s request to store oil; monopoly company’s 
request to Babel and Nervion, November 27, and company’s 
reply of refusal, November 28 (texts printed). 

695 

Dec. 1 
(132) 

From the Ambassador in Spain (tel.) 

Seizure of Alicante plant without compensation; advice that 
Ambassador has notified Spanish Government that he is 
aware of seizure and is reserving all rights. 

698 

Dec. 2 
(99) 

To the Ambassador in Spain (tel.) 

Instructions to ascertain if seizure is isolated instance and 
whether advance arrangements were made for valuation or 
agreement upon price. 

698 

Dec. 6 
(133) 

From the Ambassador in Spain (tel.) 

Information that Porto Pi seizure was without previous 
valuation; that Alicante plant has been arbitrarily directed 
to store monopoly supplies, without offer of compensation, 
and that company has protested seizure^* that two Shell subsid- 
iaries have received seizure notices, without valuation being 
made. 

698 

Dec. 7 
(135) 

From the Charge in Spain (tel.) 

Information that Standard Oil Company made formal claim 
on December 5 for valuation and indemnification for entire 
oil propextles, on basis of Spanish Constitution, Civi! Code, 
Royal decree of June 28, ana 1918 charter. 

699 

Dec. 7 
(100) 

To the Chargi in Spain (tel.) 

U. S. Government’s concern over seizuree being made with- 
out attempt to arrange prompt payment of fair value of prop- 
erty; information that it looks to Spanish Government for 
prompt compensation for property seised and for use of 
property up to date of compensation; authorisation to make 
representations in this sense. 

700 

Dec. 7 
(666) 

From the Chargi in Spain 

Monopoly company communication to Babel and Nervion, 
November 30, advising of Stamp Tax Bureau order for seixure 
of Alicante plant, and Ambassador’s note to Minister of State, 
December 1, statinff awareness of seisure and rsoarvlng Ameri- 
can rights (texts printed)* 

700 

Dec. 14 
(679) 

From the Chargi in Spain 

Further representations to Minister of State, Deoember 12 
(text printed), on basis of Depmtment's telegram No* !00 of 
December 7; information that repreeentations have also been 
made by the British and French Ambamdma* 

703 

Deo. 14 
(686) 

From the Chargi in Spain 

Protest to £manee Minister by Babel and Nenrbn, Deoem- 
ber 5, over seisure of Alicante plant, and monopdy oompany's 
communlcatkm to Babel md Nervion, Deesmber 9, advlsmg 
of Stamp Tax Bureau order for seisure of Valencia plant (tests 
printed). 

705 



LIST OF PAPERS 


Lxxxvn 


SPAIN 

Repebsentations to the Spanish Goveknmbnt fob Paib Compensation to 
Amebioan Intebests fob Pbopertt Taken bt the Spanish Petboiotm 
Monopoly — Continued 


Date and 
nuniber 


Subject 


Page 


1927 
Dec. 19 
(142) 


Dec. 20 
(104) 


Dec. 20 
(704) 


Dec. 22 
(710) 


Dec. 26 
(713) 


Dec. 28 
(716) 


Dec. 30 
(146) 


Dec. 31 
(103) 


From the Charge in, Spain (teL) 

Seizure, without previous notification, of plant at Malaga 
owned partly by Standard Oil Company; recommendation 
that strong verbal representations be made against arbitrary 
procedure. 

To the ChargS in Spain (tel.) 

Instructions to make further representations, stating con- 
cern over seizure of Malaga plant without previous notification 
and reiterating U. S. views in matter of compensation. 

From the Chargi in Spain 

Protest to Finance Minister by petroleum company, Decem- 
ber 16, over seizure of Malaga plant without previous notifica- 
tion (text printed). 

From the Charge in Spain 

Information that monopoly company has made gift of 1 mil- 
lion pesetas to be distributed to petroleum employees who will 
be discharged because of incorporation into monopoly of prop- 
erties in which they are now employed; arrangements by 
Government for distribution thereof. 

From the Charge in S'pain 

Verbal representations to General Prime and presentation 
of note verheue dated December 23 (text printed) ; information 
that Charge ignored any mention of note of December 21 from 
Ministry of State (text printed), which makes unsatisfactory 
reply to previous American representations; verbal representa- 
tions to Minister of Finance. 

From the Charge in Spain 

Continuance of seizures of Spanish and foreign-owned 
property without notification; monopoly company commu- 
nication to Babel and Nervion, December 21 (text printed), 
advising of Stamp Tax Bureau order to proceed with seizure 
of 16 plants; decision of Vacuum Oil Company to cooperate 
with monopoly; information that Standard Oil and Shell 
interests maintain policy of refusal to supply monopoly and 
desire only to receive compensation for property and long- 
established business and to withdraw. 


From the Chargi in Spain (tel.) 

Publication of Royal decree making petroleum monopoly 
effective January 1, 1928; inquiry as to accuracy of Washing- 
ton despatch in local press widen states that compensation for 
expropriated property will be generous, that American Gov- 
ernment is entirely satisfied with Spanish explanation of 
existing situation, that immediate payment will be made, 
and which purports to come from State Department. 


To the Charge in Spain (teh) 

Press statement (text printed) advising that Spanish assur- 
ances with respect to compensation, while indicative of hope, 
cannot be r^arded as wolly satisfactory until translated 
into appropriate action. 


711 


711 


712 


716 


717 


724 


728 


729 
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LIST OF PAPERS 


SPAIN 

Continuation of the Commercial “Modus Vivendi"’ Between the United 

States and Spain 


Date and 
number 


Subject 


Page 


1927 

May 25 Royal Decree No, 958^ as Published in ^*Gaceta de Madrid/* 729 
May m, 1927 

Continuing, for a 6-months" period, the commercial modus 
vivendi between the United States and Spain on most-favored- 
nation basis, and providing for conclusion of commercial 
treaty within that period and denouncement of modus vivendi- 

Oct. 18 From the Ambassador in Spain (tel,) 730 

(103) Suggestion that, because of uncertainty of prolongation of 
present commercial modus vivendi^ negotiations be instituted 
to i>rolong agreement indefinitely, with provision for denun- 
ciation on 3 months" notice, 

Oct. 26 From the American Ambassador to the Spanish Minister of Stale 731 

(371) for Foreign Affairs 

Proposal that modus vivendi be indefinitely extended, subject 
to denunciation on 3 months* notice. 

Nov. 7 From the Spanish Minister of State for Foreign Affairs to the 732 

(262) American Ambassador 

Acceptance of proposal to extend modus vivetuii indefinitely, 
until 3 months after denunciation or upon conclusion of new 
commercial treaty. 

Nov. 7 Statement by the Spanish Government Published in **Ga€eta de 733 

Madrid/* November 12, 1927 
Announcing extension of modus vivendi. 

Negotiations Concerning the American Embargo Against Spanish Fruits 
AND Vegetables Affected by the Mediterranean Fruit Fly 


1927 

Aug. 10 To the Spanish Chargi 733 

Information, in response to Spanish Government's 
that Department of Agriculture will mmd an ex|>ert al>out 
September 1 to examine situation in Sjjain with regard to 
iinestation of grapes by Mediterranean fruit lly. 

Sept. 19 To Diplomatic and Consular Officers 
(Dip. Statement by Secretary of Agriculture, August 20 (text 

Ser. 660) printed), declaring that no trade considerations enter into any 
plant quarantine restrictions, which are baaed strictly on 
exclusion of pests. 

Oct. 20 From the Ambassador in 5pam (ief.) 736 

(104) Recommendation that Foreign Office request for extension of 
exported investigation to tomato situation in Canary Islands 
be granted* 

Oct. 20 To the Ambassador in Spain (ieL) 736 

(76) Information that Department of Agriculture has authorised 
Canary Islands investigation* 

Dec. 10 To the Spanish Ambassador 

Communication from Department of Agriculture, December 
3 (text printed), stating that, on basis of American expert's 
investigation, it la Inadvisable to permit entry oi Spanish 
grapes and oranges, but that Canary Islands and 8|MUcilsh 
tomatoes may be permitted entry on eondfrion of continued 
freedom fttm Injurious insects; and outlining oondliions under 
which other products are pemiitted entry. 



LIST OP PAPERS 
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SWEDEN 

Proposed Treaty op Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights Bet’webn 
THE United States and Sweden 


Date and 
number 

Subject 


1925 
July 24 

To the Swedish Minister 

Transmittal of draft treaty of friendship, commerce and 
consular rights. 

740 

1927 
Mar, 24 

From the Swedish Legation 

Understandings and request for explanations with regard to 
provisions of draft treaty. 

741 

June 13 

To the Swedish Minister 

Memorandum giving explanations requested (text printed) ; 
offer to discuss any matters on which further explanation is 
desired. 

746 

June 14 

From the Swedish Minister 

Assurance that treaty matter has been taken up with 
Sw^^edish Government and that offer will be availed of, should 
occasion arise. 

(Footnote: Information that continuation of negotiations 
did not result in conclusion of a treaty.) 

753 


Nonapplicability to the Philippine Islands op Arrangements Between 
THE United States and Foreign Governments for Reciprocal Exemption 
From Income Tax on Shipping Profits 


1926 

Aug. 21 From the Swedish Legation 754 

Desire for extension to Philippine Islands of arrangement 
between United States and Sweden for reciprocal exemption 
from income tax on shipping profits. 

1927 

Aug. 10 To the Swedish Charge 754 

Impossibility of extending reciprocal exenmtion to Philip- 
pine Islands, because the pertinent acts of Congress do not 
apply thereto, and Philippine law does not provide such 
exemption. 


SWITZERLAND 

Restrictions by Swiss Authorities Upon Diplomatic Immunities op Mem- 
bers OP Staffs op Foreign Missions in Switzerland 


1926 

Oct. 2 To the Minister in Switzerland 756 

(523) Instructions, in connection with Swiss authorities' refusal 
to act on Minister's protest against imposition of traffic fine on 
his Swiss chauffeur, to make representations on grounds of the 
diplomatic immunity extended to members of staffs of foreign 
missions in the United States as a convenience and courtesy, 
and on basis of reciprocity. 

1927 

Jan. 29 From the Charge in Switzerland 759 

(1104) Refusal of Swiss Government to recognize jurisdictional im- 
munity for Swiss subjects under any conditions or to see 
reason for granting immunity to American employees of Swiss 
Minister in the United States. 



xc 


LIST OF PAPERS 


SWITZERLAND 

Restrictions bt Swiss Authorities Upon Diplomatic Immunities of Mem- 
bers OP Staffs of Foreign Missions in Switzerland — Continued 


Late and 
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1927 

June 10 From the Chargi in Switzerland 700 

(1232) Imposition by Swiss authorities of trespass fine on a clerk of 
the Legation; attitude of Swiss Government that chief of mis- 
sion enjoys immunity for himself, family, and domestics, t!mt 
other accredited diplomatic officers enjoy immunity from local 
jurisdiction and taxation, and that remainder of personnel are 
exempted by courtesy from local taxation and laws covering 
surrender of passports, but do not enjoy immunity from local 
police jurisdiction. 

July 29 To the Minister in Switzerland 762 

(24) Information that under international law the immunities 
enjoyed by a chief of mission are shared by his suite; instruc- 
tions to recall matter to attention of authorities, expressing 
hope that charges will be dropped and pointing out extension 
of protection to clerks in foreign missions at Washington; sug- 
gestion that payment of fine under protest may be advisable if 
case is likely to be protracted. 


TURKEY 

Agreement Between the United States and Turkey To Ebtablish Dip- 
lomatic AND Consular Relations and To Preserve the ‘^Status Quo"' 
IN Commercial Relations, Effected by Exchanoer of Notes, February 


17, 1027 


1027 
Jan. 4 
(1) 

To the High Commmioner in Turkru (Id.) 

Information tliat general treaty fx'twrt’n tlir rnit«i Ftatos 
and Ttirkoy, B5giic<i at I-aiisanne, Augimt ft, 1923, will In* taki'ii 
up in secret executive session of .Senate, January 4. 

i 765 

I 

{ 

1 

Jan. 11 
(6) 

To the High Commmioner in Turkrg {tel.) 

Indications that Senate will soon t'ither reject treaty or con- 
sent to ratiheation on condition that ratitications shall not 1 m> 
exchanged until United States shall have negotiaied a natural- 
ization convention with Turkey. 

i 765 

1 

Jan. 13 
(5) 

From (he High Commmioner in Turkey (kl.) 

Belief of Turkish press that Senate ratifieation is foregone 
conclusion. 

76.5 

Jan. 13 
(6) 

To the High Commmioner in Turkey {tel.) 

Instructions to endeavor discreetly to dispel idea that Senate 
approval is foregone conclusion. 

766 

Jan. 18 
(8) 

To the High Commmioner in Turkey (kl.) 

Failure of Senate to approve treaty; instructions to prepare 
to proceed to Angora upon receipt of complete instructions. 

766 
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Date and 
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Page 


1927 

Jan. 18 To the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 766 

(10) Instructions to confer at Angora with Turkish Premier and 
Foreign Minister, explaining re^asons for Senate refusal of con- 
sent and U. S. desire to maintain friendly relations; to endeavor 
to ascertain Turkish views toward present situation and possi- 
bility of (1) an exchange of notes providing for maintenance of 
status quo with regard to treatment of Turks in the United 
States and Americans in Turkey and for resumption of diplo- 
matic relations, (2) exchange of notes according most-favored- 
nation treatment in customs matters, to be followed by a 
resumption of diplomatic relations, or (3) resumption of diplo- 
matic negotiations without previous exchange of notes. 

Jan. 19 From the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 768 

(8) Request for instructions whether to intimate that Senate 

action is advisory and that President has not rejected treaty, 
and that it is possible that treaty may be resubmitted to next 
session; inquiry concerning procedure for resumption of diplo- 
matic relations, in view of Turkish practice not to enter into 
diplomatic relations until after exchange of ratifications of 
treaty of amity, 

Jan. 20 To the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 769 

(12) Instructions to make clear that President has not rejected 
treaty but that Senate refused consent to ratification; doubt 
that resubmission to next session would be practicable because 
of political situation in Senate, but permission to sound out 
Turkish Government on this point; information that diplo- 
matic relations would be resumed by accrediting an Ambassa- 
dor; hope that either procedure (1) or (2) of Department's tele- 
gram No. 10 of January 18 will be acceptable to Turkish 
Government in lieu of treaty of amity. 


Jan. 21 
(13) 

To the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 

Editorial comment (extracts printed) criticizing Senate 
rejection of treaty. 

769 

Jan. 21 
(11) 

From the High Commission in Turkey (tel.) 

Departure of High Commissioner, Admiral Bristol, for 
Angora, January 20; information that Turkish editorial com- 
ment on nonratification is mild and devoid of hostile criticism 
or suggestions of retaliation (extract printed). 

770 

Jan. 22 
(14) 

To the High Commission in Turkey (tel.) 

Possibility that the recent change in attitude of some of the 
opponents of the treaty might be developed into something 
more tangible if Turkish Government should take an attitude 
which would indicate desirability of resubmission to Senate. 

771 

Jan. 22 
(1) 

From the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 

Information that aide-memoire and oral explanations have 
been given to Foreign Minister as instructed, and that further 
conversations will be held January 24; Foreign Minister's 
desire for further details concerning failure of ratification. 

772 

Jan. 23 
(12) 

From the High Commission in Turkey (tel.) 

Information that press comment continues to be conciliatory 
and friendly. 

772 
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1927 

Jan. 23 To the High Commissioner in Turkey (ieL) 773 

(1) Further details concerning failure of ratification ; instructions 
to keep in mind that main objective of present negotiations is to 
establish some kind of official relations, and later to attempt to 
revive treaty. 

Jan. 24 From the High Commission in Turkey (teL) ^74 

(13) Release to Angora and Constantinople press of substance of 
Department's telegram No. 13 of January 21 ; Admiral Bristors 
request for comments of opposition press. 

Jan. 24 From the High Commissioner in Turkey (teL) 774 

(3) Foreign Minister's suggestions: (1) Negotiation of simple 
treaty of amity which would facilitate renewal of existing 
modus vivendi; (2) preference for suggested treaty rather than 
resubmiasion of Lausanne Treaty; (3) inability to resume rela- 
tions by appointing Ambassadors until after exchange of ratifi- 
cations of treaty of amity. Request for instructions whether or 
not to make further attempts to secure agreement on resump- 
tion of diplomatic relations, 

Jan. 25 To the High Commission in Turkey (ieL) 777 

(16) Information that there has been little or no editorial eom* 
ment approving Senate action. 

Jan. 25 From the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 

(4) Interest of Prime Minister in negotiation of a treaty of 
amity prior to appointment of Ambassadors. 

Jan. 27 To the High Commissioner in Turkey (ieL) 778 

(3) Objections to treaty of amity as a condition to resumption 
of diplomatic relations; inquiry whether diplomatic and con- 
sular relations might be resumed on basis of exchange of notes 
which would cover practically ail matters suggested by For- 
eign Minister. 

Jan. 30 From the High Commissioner in Turkey (teL) 779 

(5) Belief that Foreign Minister may possibly agree to exchange 
of notes; recommendation that formal proposals replace 
informal conversations and that a protocol of agreement, 
rather than exchange of notes, be signed, as formal procedure 
would probably be more acceptable; request for a iree hand 
to renew at once commercial modus mvendi which is about to 
expire. 

Feb. 1 To the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 

(4) Approval of recommendations; Instructions to commence 
formal negotiations for renewal oi modus pwendi by exchange 
of notes, and for exchange of notes or protocol for resuming 
diplomatic and consular relations. 

Feb. 1 To the High Commissioner tn Turkey (td.) 

(5) Provisions to be incorporated In propel exchange of notes 
or protocol (text printeo). 
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Date and 
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1927 
Feb. 3 
(6) 

From the High Commissioner in Turkey {tel,) 

Agreement in principle by Turkish Government to exchange 
of notes; desire of Foreign Minister that provisions for nego- 
tiation of treaty of amity be included in proposed note; High 
Commissioner’s intention to try to induce him to accept 
protocol or note as full substitute for treaty of amity; sugges- 
tion that negotiation of a commercial convention might be 
offered as a substitute for Lausanne Treaty. 

786 

Feb. 6 
(8) 

From the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 

Urgent recommendation that Lausanne Treaty be resub- 
mitted to Senate, even though it is understood in advance 
that action would probably not be taken during present 
session. 

786 

Feb. 7 
(9) 

From the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 

Draft note submitted to Turkish Government (text printed). 

787 

Feb. 8 

To the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 

R4sum^ of Department’s understanding of present status of 
negotiations; impracticability of immediate resubmission of 
treaty to Senate, and possibility that exchange of notes or 
protocol might furnish suitable occasion therefor; information 
that present objective is to secure assent to exchange of notes 
or protocol as outlined in Department’s telegram No. 5, 
February 1. 

788 

Feb. 10 
(11) 

From the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 

Foreign Minister’s acceptance in principle of draft note, 
with certain modifications, including removal of article cover- 
ing commercial status quo and restatement in separate note; 
recommendation that Department approve as amended, grant 
authority to sign, and telegraph full powers. 

791 

Feb. 14 
(7) 

To the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 

Approval of texts of proposed notes; authori25ation to sign; 
minor modifications desired by Department* desire that 
Turkish Government agree for the present not to give public- 
ity to texts of the notes. 

792 

Feb. 16 
(15) 

From the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 

Press report (text printed) of substance of the negotiations; 
information that the notes as modified by Department’s 
instructions will be signed February 17. 

793 

Feb. 17 

From the American High Commissioner to the Turkish Minister 
for Foreign Affairs 

Agreement for. regularization of general relations between 
the United States and Turkey. 

794 

Feb. 17 

From the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs to the American 
High Commissioner 

Agreement for regularization of general relations between 
Turkey and the United States. 

796 

Feb. 17 

From the American High Commissioner to the Turkish Minister 
for Foreign Affairs 

Agreement for maintenance of the status quo in commercial 
relauona. 

797 
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1927 

Feb* 17 From the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs to the American 
High Commissioner 

A^eement for maintenance of the status quo in commercial 
relations. 

Feb. 17 From the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel) 

(16) Information that the notes have been signed and exchanged 
and are now in effect, and that, at request of Foreign Minister, 
additional note was exchanged stating that full powers to sign 
will be exchanged as soon as possible (text printed); request 
that full powers be sent; request for information as to when 
texts of notes may be released. 

Feb. 21 To the High Commissioner in Turkey {tel.) 

(12) Arrangements for forwarding full powers; request for confir- 
mation of understanding that notes will not require approval 
of Turkish Assembly before going into effect; intention to , 
advise date when texts may be made public. 

I 

Feb. 23 From the High Commissioner in Turkey (tei) j 

(22) Confirmation of understanding that Assembly approval is | 
not required. 

Feb. 26 To the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 

(14) Authorization to return to Constantinople at own discretion, 
(Footnote: Information that the High Commissioner ad- 
vised by telegraph that he would leave for Constantinople on 
March 4.) 

Mar. 2 From the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel) 

(26) Recommendation that Department authorise concurrence 
in Turkish Government's desire for prompt release of texts of 
notes. 

Mar. 9 To the High Commissioner in Turkey {tel.) | 

(23) Consent to release of texts of notes; instructions to make I 
advance arrangements with Turkish Government for simul- 
taneous release by both Governments. 

Mar. 11 From the High Commissioner in Turkey (ieL) 

(16) Arrangements for release of texts of notes on March 15; con- 
currence in Turkish suggestion that only the notes on general 
and commercial relations be released, since full powers referred 
to in the other note have not been exchanged. 

Mar. 19 To the High Commissioner in Turkey {tel.) 

(26) Instructions to proceed to Washington. 

May 9 To the High Commissioner in Turkey {ieL) 

(43) Instructions to ascertain acceptability of the propoaed 
appointment of Mr. Joseph C. Grew as Ambassador. 

May 19 From the High Commissioner in Turkey (fef.) 

(36) Turkish Government's approval of proposed appointment 
of Mr. Grew; Inquiry whether official announcement may be 
made. 


798 

799 

800 

800 

801 

801 

801 

802 

802 

808 

808 
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1927 
May 21 
(49) 

To the High Commissioner in Turkey (tel.) 

Information that official announcement was made May 20; 
authorization to confirm. 

^ (Footnote: Information that Ambassador Grew presented 
his letter of credence to the President of Turkey on October 12.) 

803 

May 24 
(39) 

From the Charge in Turkey (tel.) 

Departure of Admiral Bristol. 

804 

May 25 
(40) 

From the Charge in Turkey (tel.) 

Turkish inquiry as to acceptability of proposed appointment 
of Mouhtar Bey as Ambassador in the United States. 

804 

May 27 
(52) 

To the Charge in Turkey (tel.) 

Instructions to inform Turkish Government of acceptability 
of proposed appointment. 

(Footnote: Information that the President received the 
Turkish Ambassador on December 5.) 

804 


Good Offices of the American Embassy in Support of the Reopening op 
American Schools in Turkey 


1927 

Nov. 5 From the Ambassador in Turkey (tel.) 804 

(101) Information that Ambassador supported request by Ameri- 
can Board of Missions to Foreign Ministry for permission to 
reopen certain schools in Anatolia; request for instructions, 
should permission be, refused, whether to acquiesce tacitly or to 
press question; doubt that to make it a formal issue would be 
advisable. 

Nov, 8 To the Ambassador in Turkey (tel.) 805 

(93) Instructions not to make any formal issue of school ques- 
tion; nonobjection to informal use of arguments in support of 
reopening certain schools. 

Nov. 23 From the Ambassador in Turkey^ 806 
(60) Summary of status of American and other foreign schools 
in Turkey; aide-memoire to Foreign OflSce, November 3, sup- 
porting American Board's request for permission to reopen cer- 
tain schools, and Foreign Minister's reply, November 13, 
proposing negotiations with Board for purchase by Ministry 
of Public Instruction of American school property in Anatolia 
prior to considering question of reopening the schools (texts 
printed). 

Dec. 30 From the Ambassador in Turkey 810 

(101) Dispatch, at request of American Board official, of a letter 
to Foreign Minister, December 2 (text printed), asking that 
date be set for the desired conference; advice that as yet no 
rep^ has been received. 

(Footnote: Information that in telegram No. 25, February 
26, 1928, the Embassy reported that Minister of Public In- 
struction had authorized addition of a technical section to 
American school at Mersifoun and reopening of the boys' school 
at Sivas.) 
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1926 
Sept. 6 
(287) 


From the Minister in Uruguay 

Interest of Acting Foreign Minister in American Minister's 
informal remarks concerning lack of commercial treat}* be- 
tween the United States and Uruguay and benefits of recent 
U. S. treaties with Germany and Hungary on the unconditional 
most-favored-nation basis. 


Oct. 11 To the Minister in Uruguay (tel.) 

(24) Authorization, in own discretion, to advise Acting Foreign 
Minister that conversation had been reported to Department, 
which now instructs that a draft treaty be submitted if such 
a course would be acceptable. 

Oct. 19 From the Minister in Uruguay 
(315) Opinion that any attempt to initiate formal negotiations 
should be postponed pending election results and subsidence 
of agitation against American meat-packing interests; recom- 
mendation that activities be confined to creating a favorable 
attitude; desire for suggestions as to arguments which might 
aid in demonstrating benefits which woiad accrue to Uruguay 
through adoption of the treaty it is proposed to negotiate. 

1927 

June 21 To the Minister in Uruguay 

(93) Explanation of advantages which would accrue to Uruguay; 
authorization, if deemed wise, to convey Department's view’s 
to Uruguayan Government and ascertain informaliy attitude 
toward unaertaking negotiations. 

July 29 From the Minister in Uruguay {id.) 

(51) Readiness of Uruguayan Government to examine a draft 
treaty of friendship, commerce and consular rights. 

Sept. 14 To the Minister in Uruguay (ieL) 

(15) Information that draft is being prepared and will for- 
warded. 

(Footnote: Information that no tiraft treaty an|>ears to 
have been sent; that on September 21, 1928, the Minister in 
Uruguay stated it was unlikely Uruguay would ent<*r into 
such a treaty chiefly because Uruguay was op|K>»ed to treaties 
containing the most-favored-nation clauHc.) 


813 

814 

815 

817 

819 

819 


VENEZUELA 

Proposed Treaty of Friendssip» Comiceecb and Consular Eiortb Between 
THE United Statibs and Venezuela 


1926 

Aug. 17 To the Minister in Venezuela 820 

(1053) Instructions to ascertain attitude of Venezuelan Govern- 
ment toward undertaking negotiations lor eoneluaion of a 
treaty of friendship, commerce and consular rights embody- 
ing unconditional most-favored-nation principle. 

1927 

July 7 From the Minister in Venezuela 823 

(1354) Disinclination of Venezuelan Government to enter into 
negotiations, and reasons therefor. 

(Footnote: Information that there were no further negotiar 
tions for a treaty with Venezuela.) 
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Disinclination of the United States To Enter Into Treaty Relations 
With the Imam op Yemen 


Date and 
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Page 


1927 

Mar. 15 From the Vice Consul at Aden 825 

(207) Desire of Imam of Yemen to enter into treaty relations with 
the United States on basis of draft treaty of recognition, pro- 
viding for friendship and freedom of commerce (text printed) . 

May 20 To the Vice Consul at Aden 826 

Disinclination to enter into formal treaty relations with 
Yemen; instructions to send informal reply expressing appre- 
ciation for evidence of friendship and good will and stating 
that the present time is not considered appropriate or oppor- 
tune for entering into negotiations. 


YUGOSLAVIA 

Proposed Treaty op Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights Between 
THE United States and Yugoslavia 

1926 

Auff. 7 To the Minister in the Kingdom of the Serbs. Croats and Slovenes 828 

(16) (tel.) 

Instructions to ascertain whether Yugoslavia is disposed to 
enter into negotiation of a treaty of friendship, commerce and 
consular rights, containing unconditional most-favored-nation 
principle. 

Sept. 1 From the Minister in the Kingdom of the Serbsy Croats and 828 

(27) Slovenes (tel) 

Yugoslav acceptance of proposal for treaty negotiations and 
inquiry whether U. S. Government would agree to negotiate 
conventions covering legal rights, judgments, nationality, 
extradition, and American inheritance rights. 

1927 

Mar. 23 To the Minister in the Kingdom of the Serbs j Croats and Slovenes 829 
(64) Instructions to present draft treaty of friendship, commerce 

and consular rights (text printed); U. S. position concerning 
general and specific provisions thereof ; information that draft 
treaty protects legal and inheritance rights; desire for opinion 
of Yugoslav Government on draft of naturalization conven- 
tion previously submitted: unwillingness to consider new 
extradition convention until after receipt of more information 
concerning previous Yugoslav proposal to supplant existing 
U. S.-Serbia convention; disposition to receive draft of con- 
vention relating to judgments. 

Dec. 22 From the Minister in the Kingdom of the SerbSy Croats and 860 
(344) Slovenes 

Amplification of various changes in draft treaty suggested 
in Foreign Office aide'^mhnoire of October 20 (text printed). 

(Footnote: Information that negotiations did not result in 
the signing of a treaty.) 
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GREECE 


NEGOTIATIONS FOR FUNDING THE GREEK DEBT TO THE UNITED 
STATES AND FOR AN ADDITIONAL LOAN TO GREECE^ 

868.61 War Credlts/443 : Telegram 

The Minister in Greece {Shi/rmer) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Athens, December 27^ 1926 — li. p. m. 

[Eeceived 6 : 05 p. m.] 

72. In conversation with me in which he requested that his views 
be regarded as his own and therefore unofficial, Mr. Michalakopoulos, 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, stated that the present Greek Gov- 
ernment would not consider itself bound by any debt negotiations con- 
ducted under the dictatorship of Pangalos. The Minister then sug- 
gested that legal points relative to the American debt be dropped 
from consideration and that settlement be made on basis of new loan 
of $48,000,000, of which $30,000,000 would be used for pressing work 
for refugee settlement, which, although available resources are limited, 
is yielding unanticipated results, and that the other $18,000,000 repre- 
sent the principal and interest now due from Greece. He believed the 
new loan would be morally justified because of urgent humanitarian 
considerations and that for it there would be solid fiscal guaranties con- 
trolled by the International Financial Commission. He added that an 
American representative would be invited to take part in the spending 
of the money. Such a settlement would have the effect of paying in 
full the American debt and of stabilizing the economic and social life 
of Greece, 

I called the Minister’s attention to the shortness of the present term 
of Congress and remarked that the same results would apparently 
be achieved by settlement of the Greek debt to the United States fol- 
lowed by a commercial loan in the American market. If the Depart- 
ment wishes to comment on the conversation reported above, it seems 
likely that the Greek Minister in the United States will be instructed 
by his Government to submit, without delay, formal proposals of 
some sort. 

Skinner 

*For previous correspondence concerning the funding of the G-reek debt to the 
United States, see Foreign Betationa, 1026, vol. i, pp. 168 fC. 
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868.51 War Credits/4475 : Telegram 

The Minister in Greece {Skinner) to the Secretai^ of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Athens, Febrmry i, 1927—6 p. m. 

[Eeceived February 1 — 3 : 50 p. m.] 

4. My telegram No. 72, December 27, reporting suggestion from 
Minister of Foreign Affairs with respect to debt settlement. After 
a somewhat urgent private conversation, the Minister has sent me a 
written note requesting me to remind the Department of previous 
correspondence and to ask for an expression of the views of the De- 
partment. The Greek Government desires to learn whether Ameri- 
can legislation regarding debt settlement with Greece is pending and 
also the expectations of the Treasury Department, as the Government 
is about to renew negotiations with the British Government, leading 
bank authorities having for that purpose gone to London. 

Skinneb 


868.51 War Cre(31ts/447 : Telegram 

The Mvtdster in Greece (Skinner) to the Seerefart/ of State 

Athens, March 1927— J) p. m. 

[Received March 2—3:53 p. m.] 

6. Department’s 5, March 1, noon.® Foreign Minister propcKed a 
loan from Government to Government. It was my persona! sugges- 
tion that if a direct government loan were impracticable we might 
use our influence in financial circles to obtain a commercial loan for 
Greece provided Greece settled existing debt. I strongly recom- 
mend prompt counterproposal of some kind and hope way may be 
found whereby funds W urgent refugee settlement work can lie pro- 
vided. Efforts to obtain funds in London were thus far unavailing, 
London being determined apparently to refuse additional refugee 
loan until Greece consents to settlement for war materials as well as 
credits, total claim being in excess of amount this countiy feels able 
to pay or morally obligated to pay. If we could relieve present situa- 
tion by government or commercial loan, repayment would be guar- 
anteed as Foreign Minister has proposed, and our action would be 
justified both on humanitarian and economic grounds. 

Seinnes 


’Not printed. 
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868.51 War Credits/447i ; Telegram 

The Aotmg Secretary of State to the Mmister m Greece {SMnmr) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, March 19^7— Jt p. m. 

7. Your telegrams No. 4 of February 1, 6 p. m., and No. 5 of Marcli 
2, 4 p. m. 

1. You may informally make a statement as follows if in the light 
of present conditions you consider it advisable: 

The American Government would be glad to reach a suitable set- 
tlement with respect to the Greek debt and would welcome a proposal 
from the Greek Government to that end. If the Greek Government 
will initiate negotiations promptly for the funding of the debt, the 
American Government will not be disposed to insist upon the com- 
plete repayment of the debt within fifteen years from November 11, 
1918, as was contemplated by the agreement of February 10, 1918.* 
This Government would, on the contrary, be willing to consider an 
agreement for funding the debt by which the principal would be re- 
paid within a sixty-two year period. 

Should the Greek Government make an acceptable offer, this Gov- 
ernment would in principle be disposed to offer no objection to the 
flotation by Greece in the American market of a commercial loan for 
productive uses, such as the settlement of refugees. Of course, it will 
be clearly undei-stood that tliis Government cannot give any assurance 
that a loan can be procured in the United States, as the terms of such 
loans are matters for negotiation with the interested bankers. 

2. If you wish, you may transmit a paraphrase of the above as an 
informal memorandum. 

3. With respect to the inquiry from the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
mentioned in your telegram No. 4 of February 1, 6 p. m. you may reply 
that on February 9 the Debt Commission was terminated and that 
it made no recommendation as to a basis for settling the Greek debt; 
that Congress in the short session which ends on March 4 has not 
interested itself in this matter; and that, while for a definite agree- 
ment legislative approval would be necessary, as far as the attitude of 
this Government is concerned, satisfactory proposals for a settlement 
might open the market in the United States for a Gredi commercial 
loan. 

Gbbw 

• Printed in Ch-eek Debt Settlement: Hearings before the Committee on Ways 
and Means, House of Eepresentatlves, 70th Cong., 1st sess., on H. E. 10760 
(Washington, Government Printing Office, 1928), p. 51. 
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868.61 War Cre(ilts/467 : Telegram 

The Minister in Greece {Skinner) to the Secretary of State 

Athens, April P, 1927 — 1 p. m, 

[Received April 9 — 9 :10 a. m.] 

21. Instructions have been sent to Greek Minister at London to 
sign agreement for consolidation and payment of Greek debt, 62 
years, first annuity 200,000 pounds."^ I suggest that I be directed 
to inform Government that we expect no less consideration respecting 
our debt. British settlement carries with it implied promise of 
commercial loan. 

Skinner 


S68.51 War Credits/467 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Greece {Skinner) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, April 10, 1927 — 7 p. m. 

16. Your telegram No. 21, April 9, 1 p. m. Inform Minister of 
Foreign Affairs immediately as follows : 

1. The American Government expects Greece to show it no less con- 
sideration regarding debt settlement than has been sliown to the 
British Government. 

2. The American Government will not regard favorably any flota- 
tion in the United States of a loan for Greece until a settlement of 
the debt has been effected. 

With respect to the second point you should inform the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs that Speyer & Co. have approachetl the Depart- 
ment concerning their participation with the Hanibros Bank in a 
loan to the Greek Government of about 12,000,000 pounds, apparently 
in connection with the settlement of the Greek debt to Great Britain, 
and you should state that it is the intention of the Department to 
answer Speyer & Co. in conformity with point 2. 

Ejbixooo 


808.51 War Credlts/467 : Telegram 

The Secrretwry of State to the Mimster in Greece (Skinner) 

[Parapbraae] 

WASBaNOTON, April 18, 19g7--6 p. m. 
VT. Department desires brief telegraphic report as to reaction of 
Minister of Foreign Affairs to representations made on basis of our 
telegram No. 16. of April 9, 1 p. m. {AprU 10^ 7 p. ja.]. 

*Kor agreement signed Apr. 9, 1^, see Great Britain^ Cnid. 2918: Ormh 
War Debti Agreemewt for the Beitlemmt of the Wur Debt of Greece to Great 
Britan 
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868.61 War Credlts/468i : Telegram 

The Minister in Greece (Shirmer) to the Seoretosry of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Athens, April 19^ 19^ — rwon. 

[Received 2 : 40 p. m.] 

24. Your telegram No. 17, April 18, 6 p. m. Minister of Foreign 
Affairs said that Department’s views would be given prompt con- 
sideration by the Cabinet. He appeared to be surprised and slightly 
embarrassed to learn that there had already been offered in America 
the loan which the British Government had agreed to support in 
return for the relinquishment by Greece of its claim for balance 
of credits. Action will be slightly delayed by temporary Cabinet 
crisis arising from resignation of Minister of Foreign Affairs, which 
he later withdrew, and by Easter holidays which are about to begin. 
Is the Department sure that Speyer & Co. will abide by its vdshes 
that pending the settlement of our debt no Greek loan be floated 
in the United States? 

Skinner 


868.61 War Crcaita/468i : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Greece {Shiamer) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, April 19^ — 6 p. m. 

20. Your telegram No. 24 of April 19, noon. The Departanent 
on April 22 gave the following reply to Speyer & Co. : 

1. The Greek Government has made no proposal which would permit 
an early settlement of the Greek debt question. 

2. Our Government cannot regard favorably any flotation in the 
United States of a loan for any government which has a debt to the 
American Government still unfunded. 

EjeaxooG 


S68.51 War Crcdlt«/472 : Telegram 

The Minister in Greece {SMrmer) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Athens, May li, 19^ — noon. 

[Received 2 p. m.] 

83. On June 4 responsible ministers are to depart for Geneva to 
arrange details of another guaranteed loan which will probably be 
floated by Hambros Bank of London, the proceeds of the loan to be 
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used for refugee and budget balancing purposes. British permission 
to float this loan was withheld until Greece had concluded a debt 
settlement with Great Britain. The Department may wish to have 
me object to the pledging of any Greek resources until Greece has 
dealt no less fairly with the United States than with Great Britain, 
as article 4 of the 1918 agreement provides that until the advances 
made by Great Britain, France, and the United States have been 
repaid, no further Greek resources may be pledged without the assent 
of the Government of the United States. The silence of the Greek 
Government with reference to the settlement of the American debt 
continues although the newspapers report that the Greek Minister 
at Washington, who is now in Athens, is receiving instructions in 
the matter. 

Skinner 


868.61 War Credits/470a : Telegram 

The Secretory of State to the Mimater in Greece {Skinner) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, May 18, 1927 — 5 p. m. 

21. Your telegram NTo. 33, May 14, noon. 

1. The Department does not wish to have you make representations 
as comprehensive as suggested in penultimate sentence of your tele- 
gram under reference. 

2. If you think useful purpose would be served you should repeat 
point of view presented in first and second paragraphs of our tele- 
gram No. Y, March 4, 4 p. m. You should emphasize your remarks 
by making appropriate reference to paragraphs marked 1 and 2 of 
our telegram No. 16, April 10, Y p. m. 

Kezxooo 


868.61 War Credlts/475 : Telegram 

The Minister in Greece {STdnner') to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Athens, Jme 7, 19S7—WHm, 

[Keoeived 12:66 p. m.] 

38. Have received note from Minister of Foreign Affairs in which 
he states that his Government believes itself rightfully entitled to 
demand complete application of 1918 contract, and that in making an 
agreement with Great Britain by which Greece relinquished claim 
to balance of 1918 credits the Greek Government never Imd the im- 
pression that a situation was being created which could be oonmdered 
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as having any effect upon its American interests. The note in closing 
declares that the Greek Minister to the United States will be instaracted 
to resume discussions and that the Greek Government is ready to 
propose arbitration should insurmountable difficulties arise, 

Skutnek 


868.61 War Credlts/4T6 

The Minister in Greece {Skirmer) to the Secretary of Stixbe 

No. 219 Athens, June 9, 19^7. 

[Received June 22.] 

Sm: With reference to my telegram No. 38 of June 7, 1927, quoting 
the substance of a Memorandum from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
on the subject of the Greek debt to the United States, I have now the 
honor to transmit the following complete text thereof (in translation) : 

“The Minister of Foreign Affairs, following Mr. Skinner’s observa- 
tions to him, concerning the renewal of ‘powryaxlers on the financial 
questions between the two governments, hastened to enter into contact 
with the Minister of Finance, in order to be able, by common agree- 
ment, to meet the wishes of the Government of the United States. 

“After a carefol examination of the question Mr. Michalakopoulos 
informs Mr. Skinner that the Government of the Rejjublic has at all 
times declared its willingness to recognize its obligations arising out 
of the aOTeement of February 10, 1918, and one of the best proofs of 
this has been the payment of interest upon the sums advanced by the 
United States of America, 

“If later these payments were interrupted, this was due m large 
part to the non-realization of the anticipated credits and the deprecia- 
tion of the national currency which followed as a consequence. 

“The Greek Government considers that it is legally entitled to 
demand the integral application of the agreement of February 10, 1918. 
Moreover,. it would be happy if the Government of the United States 
advanced propositions to this effect, 

“The agreement of 1918, in addition to the obligations foreseen 
therein on the part of Greece, set out also certain rimts in her favor 
and the Hellemc Government is of the opinion that afl of the questions 
arising out of this agreement form a whole and should be examined 
simultaneously, 

“It is on the above principle tJiat the Greek Government based its 
negotiations with En^and. As to England, the Greek Government 
found itself in a special situation due to an agreement reached be- 
tween England and the Gounaris Government which, resulting as it 
did from regular elections, represented the opinion of the Greek 
people. 

“The Government of the Republic, while contesting that there was 
a valid renunciation of the balance of the credits on the part of the 
then existing Government could not fail, nevertheless, to take into 
consideration the situation actually created as a consequence of that 
agreement. 
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“Mr. Michalakopoulos wishes to point out that in concluding the 
recent agreement with England, under the circimstances already 
described, the Greek Goverrunent never had the impression that it 
was creating a state of affairs which could be considered as affecting 
American interests. 

“On the other hand, he cannot lose from sight the obligations which 
rfet upon the (^vernment of to-day and its responsibility before the 
Chamber if it renoimced a portion of the clauses contained in the 
agreement concluded with the United States in 1918, from the moment 
that the non-recognition by the United States of America of the 
Governments resulting from the elections of November 1, 1920, had 
rendered all negotiations impossible. 

“Mr. Michalakopoulos expresses his appreciation of the desire of 
the Goverrunent of the Umted States of America to I'each a settle- 
ment of the question as well as of the assistance to this end which Mr. 
Skinner has kindly offered, and informs him that the MBnister of 
Greece at Washin^on, being on the point now of rejoining his post, 
will receive instructions to renew the fourparlers. 

“He expresses also the firin hope that the Goveriunent of the Uirited 
States of America will consider with benevolence and with the spirit 
of high justice which characterizes it the ensemble of the question as 
well as the actual difficulty against which Greece is now struggling. 

“In terminating, Mr. Michdakopoulos declares to Mr. Skinner that 
in order to give one more proof ox the real desire of the Government 
to come to a settlement of this matter, it would be ready to propose 
an arbitration in the improbable case that the negotiations should 
encounter unsurmountable difficulties.” 

Athens, June 3, 1927.” 

The foregoing Memorandum assumes the form of an Aide-Metmire, 
prepared by Mr. Michalakopoulos on the eve of his departure for 
Geneva, and was given to me by the Prime Minister. It will be 
observed that the Hellenic Government admits the renunciation of 
the balance of credits from Great Britain, and does not propose to 
extend the same consideration to the Government of the United 
States. On the contrary, the Government of the United States is 
expected even now to advance the full amount of the credits claimed. 
As to the French Government, I believe that it has made no advances 
under the contract, nor does the Hellenic Government propose at 
this late date even to ask for any. 

I have [etc.] Bobebt P. Skinner 

868.C1 Wap CreaitB/478i 

M&moTand/wm, T)y the Chief of the Division of NeoT Eoatem AffedFs 

{Slum) of a Oorvaersation Between the Seeretary of Sttde and the 

Greeh Mi/mster (jSimopoulos) 

The Greek Minister said that he ^ad been instni^^^’ta^up 
with this Government the question of our msMng further advances 
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under the 1918 Loan Agreement and to express the hope that we 
would recognize the justice of the Greek point of view with reference 
to these advances. 

The Secretary at once referred to the recent financial settlement 
between Greece and Great Britain and gave the Minister to under- 
stand that we expected no less favorable terms than those accorded to 
Great Britain. To this the Minister replied that Great Britain had 
already advanced, under the 1918 Agreement, more than twice as 
much as the United States. The correctness of this statement was 
acknowledged, but it was suggested to the Minister that the principle 
involved was not affected. The Secretary stated emphatically that 
the principle upon which, the Biritish-Greek settlement had been 
effected was a factor which could not be disregarded in any discussions 
we might now have on the subject of the 1918 Agreement. 

The Minister asked whether the Secretary would have any objection 
to his discussing the matter with Mr. Mills, Acting Secretary of the 
Treasury. The Secretary replied that he thought it more appropriate 
that any proposals which the Minister might have should be presented 
to him. The Minister said that of course he would comply with the 
Secretary’s desires in this respect. The Secretary declared that we 
would gladly consider any proposals which the Minister might make 
other than a proposal involving the granting of additional advances 
of money. . . . 

G. Howland Shaw 


868.61 War Cre<iits/478J 

jTAe Acting Secreta/ry of the Treasury {Mills) to the Secretary 

of State 

Washington, August 10^ 19^. 

Mr Dear Mr. Secsretart: I had an informal talk with the Greek 
Minister in Newport during my weekend visit. While insisting on 
the validity of the claim of the Greek Government for an additional 
loan up to the full amount of the credits granted under the terms of 
the 1918 agreement, the Greek Minister, speaking as an individual 
rather than in his olflSicial capacity, agreed that there was little pros- 
pect of a settlement if discussions were resumed on the basis of the 
legal contentions set forth in the briefs embodying the positions taken 
respectively by the United States and Greek Governments when the 
matter was before the Debt Commission last year. He concurred in 
the suggestion which I made that as a practical proposition we should 
lay aside the past history and consider the problem from the stand- 
point of the present situation, in which the United States Govern- 
ment desires the Greek Government to recognize and fund a debt of 
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some $18,000,000, -while the Greek Government desires to obtain an 
additional loan. I suggested to him that the first question that 
should be ans-wered was the extent of the foreign credits actually 
needed by Greece at the present time, taking into consideration the 
fact that Greece expects to float a loan of nine million sterling in 
London in October. I told him that if he would ascertain this figure 
and if Greece would settle her debt to our Government, the opening 
of the American market would facilitate the obtaining of the addi- 
tional amount as well as make it possible to obtain the nine million 
pounds in the London market on more favorable terms. He readily 
agreed that the actual amount needed by the Greek Government was 
a very pertinent question, and he said he would obtain the figure, 
but insisted that the new money to be obtained in this country should 
be loaned by the United States Government, rather than borrowed 
in the open market, his reason being, of course, that the money could 
be obtained more cheaply from the Government than from private 
investors. In answer I stated that we saw no reason why we should 
receive less favorable treatment than Great Britain. He then stated 
that he thought that the British agreement would furnish a basis 
for the settlement of their debt to us, but that we could not expect 
to obtain all of the favorable elements without at the same time ac- 
cepting some of the unfavorable ones. He stated that what he meant 
by this was that he tliought we should loan an amount equal to that 
loaned by the Government of Great Britain under the 1918 agree- 
ment, that is, some 6,250,000 pounds. He stated that he made this 
suggestion as an individual and that he expected that he would have 
some difficulty in persuading his Government to accept it but he 
asked me to tliink it over as a basis for settling the question. 

This would mean an additional loan of approaamately $12,000,000, 
the $30,000,000 to be funded at a low interest rate and paid over a 
period of sixty-two years. If any new money is to be advanced by 
our Government, and I assume that some will have to be if we are 
to reach an agreement, this proposition does not seem to me to be an 
unreasonable one. In any event, it is something definite which the 
President, yourself and Mr. Mellon can consider in September. The 
amount of new money to be loaned can probably be reduced in the 
course of further negotiations, but I want to suggest that following 
the lines of the British agreement offers some very positive advantages; 
whereas the additional loan of an arbitrary amount would be con- 
ceding the validity of the Greek claim without adequate explanation 
for scaling it down. 

Very sincerely yours. 


Oams L. Mncxs 
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565.61 P 92/- : Telegram 

Th& Charge m Greece {Gcold) to the Secretary of StcAe 

Athens, August 19^ — 11 a. m. 

[Keceived August 25 — 9:25 a, m.] 

54. The Chase Securities Company and Blair and Company have 
offered to finance Messrs. Prezanis and Elapsambolis, Greek engineers, 
in construction and maintenance of the Greek national road system. 
The amount involved is about thirty million dollars. The Govern- 
ment is seriously considering the bid of the engineers mentioned 
against whom are bidding others backed by the Asiatic Petroleum 
Company (Shell). A bond issue wifi, probably be necessary. Is 
your policy with reference to Greek authorities issues [mo] still as 
outlined in your number 20, of April 26, 6 p. m.? A reply tomorrow 
morning would be appreciated, as the Greek Ministers interested are 
departing for Geneva during the afternoon. 

Gooix) 

868.61 P 92/- : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of St(tiie to the Charge m .Cheece (Goold) 

Washington, August 26, 1927—3 f. m. 

28. Your 54, August 25, 11 a. m. The policy outlined in Depart- 
ment’s telegram No. 20, April 26, 6 p. m., remains unchanged. This 
Government cannot favor the flotation of any loan on the American 
market for the benefit of a government which has not funded its 
American debt. 

Castub 


808.61/1032 : Telegram 

The Consul General at Paris {Gaulm) to the Secretary of State 

Pakis, Seftemher 12, 19W7 — 2 p. m. 

[Eeceived 2:22 p. m.] 

From Skiimer: National City Bank is now considering participa- 
tion in proposed loan to Greece. Having requested my opinion 
through Paris office, I have stated confidentially that the Department 
is unfavorable to American participation pending adjustment of 
American claim. The loan is being arranged at Geneva, where 
Foreign and Finance Ministers are now stopping. In case Depart- 
ment has any suggestions to lay before them while loan is in present 
fonnative state I could easily see them at Geneva. 


Gatjucn 



12 FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME HI 

868.51/1032 : Telegram 

The Searetary of State to the Consul General at Paris {Gaidin) 

Washington Sefternber IS^ 1927 — 5 p. m. 

Your September . 12, 2 p. m. 

For Skinner: Your statement to National City Bank is entirely 
approved. This Government, as you are aware, is opposed to the 
flotation of any loan for Greece on the American market until a 
debt settlement has been effected. 

The Department is not in favor of your proceeding to Geneva 
for the purposes mentioned in your telegram. 


868.61 War Cre(3iits/479a : Telegram 

TThe Secretary of State to the Minister in Greece {Skinner^ 

[Parapbrase] 

Washinqton, October £0, 19£7 — 7 p. m. 
34. As result of conversation yesterday between representatives of 
State and IVeasury Departments and Greek Minister, possible set- 
tlement of Greek debt question is being considered on terms outlined 
below : 


1. Funding of present Greek debt under 1918 agreement with inter- 
est to date on same basis as recent settlement of Greek debt to Great 
Britain. 

2. The American Government to loan enough additional money 
to make the total American loan equal in amount to the money 
loaned by Great Britain under the 1918 agreement. Under this 
arrangement the minimum amount of the new loan would be 
$12,0w,000, which would be made payable at a favorable interest 
rate in 15 years; the amount of the loan under the auspices of the 
League of Nations to be reduced by a sum equal to the new American 
loan to Greece; the new American loan to have the benefit of the 
guaranties which apply to the League of Nations loan. 


The Greek Minister offered the objection that IS years was too short 
a term for the new loan. It was agreed to postpone further consid- 
eration of this point pending 'a careful investigation of the Greek 
financial situation and of the ability of Greece to repay in 15 years, 
the margin which should be left to allow for Greek productive economic 
expansion to be taken into consideration. The Greek Minister under- 
takes to supply as early as possible reports made to and by the Finance 
Commission of the League of Nations in coimection with consideration 
of the loan under League auspices. 

It was agreed to avoid any premature publicity concerning these 
conversations. 


It is understood that a new loan can 
Congress. 


only be made by authority of 
HjBxooa 
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868.61 War Creaits/479J 

The Cfreeh Legation to the Departmemt of State 

In order tliat the capacity for payment be fuUy appreciated, it 
must be borne in mind that Greece has been at war continuously since 
September 1912 until April 1923. This war resulted in an internal 
disturbance which aggravated the economic situation of the country. 
The war expenditures and refugee needs are estimated by experts at 

63.400.000. 000 pounds Sterling, from which only 26,000,000 wiQ be 
covered through external loans, and the balance from Greece’s own re- 
sources. As a result of the defeat in Asia Minor, the war material was 
entirely destroyed and the replacement strictly imposed for the ele- 
mentary defense of the coimtry has cost more than 3,400,000,000 
Drachmas. And despite the compulsory consolidation of the interest 
bearing notes by the Dictatorial Government, there remains stiU a 
floating debt for the payment of the most urgent part of which the 
League of Nations has considered as indispensable tibe sum of 

3.000. 000 pounds. 

The deficit of the year 1927-1928 estimated on the basis of the results 
of the financial exercise of the previous year and the additional obliga- 
tions, has been figured at 2,600,000,000 Drachmas. Superhuman efforts 
are being made in order to cover this deficit and create a steady bal- 
ance, through the realization of economies, mainly in the expenditures 
in the War and Navy Departments and through the increase of the 
existing taxes. The taxation burdens, however, have attained such 
large proportions that they have exceeded the resistance of the people 
as is evidenced from the decrease noted in the tax revenues. In fact, 
despite, the heavy new taxation, the revenues of the first semester 
amounted to 3,645,000,000 Drachmas, against the estimated revenues of 

8.829.000. 000; that is, a deficit of revenues for the first semester of 

770.000. 000 and for the whole year of 1,540,000,000. This deficit must 
be reduced by superhuman efforts in order to improve the revenues 
of the second semester. However, it is evident that the resistance of the 
people is exhausted and that any further increase of taxes is excluded 
since the results are directly the opposite of those anticipated. 

Upon the new exercise will be imposed additional expenditures per- 
taining mainly to the public debt of 634,000,000 Drachmas, of which 

258.000. 000 will be used for the loan to be contracted for the settlement 
of refugees and the consolidation of 138,000,000 Drachmas for the 
public Ottoman Debt; 91,500,000 for the assistance of the State rail- 
ways; relative to the service of the loans contracted during the Dicta- 
torship ; 30,000,000 for the loan relative to the fulfillment of the Greco- 
Bulgarian agreement on the exchange of populations; 32,000,000 for 
the loan relative to the indemnities to be paid to those who abandoned 
their properties in Turkey and 60,000,000 for increasing the amount 
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already used for the payment of the debt to the National Bank of 
Greece. 

The above figures do not include the new burdens which will have to 
be carried as a result of the debt settlement with the United States and 
France. 

It is quite clear that since any new imposition of taxes is excluded, 
the only ranaining means to increase the revenues is the reinforce- 
ment of the national economy, through the full settlement of the 
refugees and the development and construction of new productive 
works. For the full settlement of the refugees, it will be required 
according to the lowest estimate a sum of 5,000,000 pounds (which 
personally the Minister of Finance considers insufficient), part of 
which will be met by the loan of $3,000,000 approved by the League 
of Nations. 

It must be pointed out that since the arrival of the refugees despite 
the compulsory expropriation of all large properties, there is a short- 
age of tillable land which, to a certain extent, has lessened the desire 
for work by those refugees already established and furthermore seri- 
ously affected the establishment of the rural refugee population still 
remaining in the cities. Therefore, it is necessary to complete the net 
of roads and the draining and anti-flood works upon the comple- 
tion of which Greece will be entitled to expect an improvement of 
the economical situation. 

It can be easily understood that after so many hardships and 
following the national catastrophe which deprived Greece of Thrace 
and Asia Minor and caused, in addition to the loss of all war material, 
the death of 60,000 men and the influx of one and a half million 
refugees, the economic situation of Greece became precarious and 
the capacity for payment was reduced to the minimum. It is only 
due to the great frugality, the industrious character and vitality of 
the Greek people that the country withstood complete annihilation. 

Washington, November 5, 19$7. 


868.51 Struma Valley/2a : Telegram 

T7ie Secretary of State to the Minister in Greece (Skinner) 

[Patapbrase] 

WASHiNaTON, November 18, 19SS7—-6 p. m. 

3Y. Eecently the Department has been urged in the interest of 
the Ulen project for constructing a sewer system for Athens and the 
Monks project for drainage in the Struma Valley to relax its present 
opposition to the flotation of Greek loans in the United States. The 
Department has affirmed its opposition but has orally informed the 
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interested parties that there is no objection to making arrangements 
short of consummating the financing. The Department, for instance, 
would not object to negotiations for a contract or even to the signing 
of a contract with the provision that financing is to take place after 
the debt settlement has been made. 

Ktsllogo 


8G8.51 War Credits/480a : Telegram 

The Seoretofry of State to the Mmister in Greece (Skinner) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, November 19^7 — 11 a. m. 

38. Department’s telegram No. 84 of October 20, 7 p. m. Greek 
Minister in second meeting on afternoon of November 23 made pro- 
posal on lines stated below. The Minister has telegraphed this pro- 
posal to his Government. 

1. New loan, the proceeds of which are to be used for refugee settle- 
ment; the amount to be $12,167,074, with interest at 4 percent to run 
for a term of 20 years. 

2. The League of Nations loan to be reduced by a sum equal to the 
new American loan ; the new loan to have the benefit of the guaranties 
which apply to the League of Nations loan. 

3. The $15,000,000 already loaned by the United States to Greece 
under 1918 agreement with accrued interest to January 1, 1928 of 
$4,659,836.07, a total of $19,659,836.07, to be funded on same basis as 
the settlement with Great Britain (62 years) ; it being, however, agreed 
in principle that up to January 1, 1931, payments by Greece are to 
be nominal. 

The Greek Minister proposed that in view of i^resent French atti- 
tude which is causing a delay in carrying out of the League of 
Nations loan, service of the new loan by the United States should 
be assured temporarily by an American representative having neces- 
sary control over surplus of the International Financial Commission. 
The Greek Minister is being informed that this Government will 
give sympathetic consideration to this proposal but that he should 
supply information of a more detailed nature as to just how the plan 
would be carried out. 

Bjexlogg 


S68.61 War CreiMts/480I> : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mmister m Greece (Skkmer) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washingtoit, November SO, 1927 — 6 p. m. 
89. Department’s telegrams No. 88 of November 26, 11 a. m., and 
No. 84 of October 20, 7 p. m. On November 28, Greek Minister in- 
formed us that his Government accepted the proposal described in 

823422 — 42 — rtii. m 8 
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paragraphs 1, 2, and 8 of Department’s telegram No. 38, but with the 
condition that we accept temporary assurance of loan service by 
American representative as described in final paragraph of the same 
telegram. We have accepted this condition with the understanding 
that the control by the American representative will at least be as 
effective as that exercised by the International Financial Commission 
and subject to final agreement on practical details. 

The complete plan of debt settlement described in Department’s 
telegram No. 38 has been presented to the Cabinet and at an informal 
meeting called by Secretary Mellon the views of former members of 
the World War Foreign Debt Commission have been ascertained. The 
Greek Minister has been informed that the Executive branch of our 
Government has approved the plan of settlement and that when duly 
put in writing and signed it will be presented to Congress. 

No publicity is being given to the above for the present. 

EjSLLOGQ 


868.51 War Credlts/481 

The Vruier Secretary of the Trecemry (Mills) to the Secretary of State 

Washingxon, Deoernber 6y 19S7. 

Mt Dear Mb. Secbetabt : Enclosed is a copy of the statement issued 
yesterday by Secretary Mellon in connection with the proposed settle- 
ment of the indebtedness of the Greek Government to the United States. 

Very truly yours, 

Ogden L. Muxs 

[Enclosure] 

Statement Issued to the Press by the Secretary of the Treasury 

(Mellon) 

[Washington,] Decemher S, 1927. 

The Secretary of State and the Secretary of the Treasury have 
for some months past conducted conversations with the Greek Minis- 
ter at Washington looking to the settlement of the indebtedness of 
the Greek Government to the Government of the United States, which 
as of January 1, 1928, will amount, principal and interest, to dhe sum 
of $19,659,836. 

The indebtedness arose by virtue of an agreement dated February 
10, 1918, under the terms of which the Governments of the United 
States, Great Britain, and France agreed to advance to the Greek 
Government by equal shares not to exceed 760 million franca The 
object of this agreement was to aid the Greek Government in procur- 
ing in Greece the credits required for the conduct of Greece’s mili- 
tary operations against the Central Powera Advances were to be 
subject to the approval of an Inter-Allied Financial Comiaiseion, 
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composed of one representative from each of the signatory Govern- 
ments, and the use of the funds was to be controlled by this Com- 
mission and by a military Commission similarly established. The 
reports of the American Consul General at Athens, who represented 
the United States on this Commission, show that Greek expenditures 
under the agreement reached the total of 682,134,693.54 drachmae (the 
drachma being equivalent at par to the gold franc). There is no 
doubt but that Greece expended for war purposes under the 1918 
agreement an amount largely in excess of the advances she has since 
received. 

Upon the recommendation of the American delegate on the Finan- 
cial Commission, credits to the amount of $48,236,629.05 were estab- 
lished by the Treasury of the United States with the approval of 
President Wilson in favor of Greece from June 20, 1918, to July 31, 
1919. The first actual advance was made by our Government to 
Greece on December 15, 1919, the second on January 16, 1920, and the 
third on September 24, 1920. Alii told, we actually advanced 
$15,000,000. 

The Greek Government has consistently contended that it was en- 
titled to further advances up to the full amount of the credits estab- 
lished by the Treasury of the United States. On the other hand, the 
Government of the United States has taken the position that events 
which transpired subsequent to November, 1920, relieved it from mak- 
ing any further advances. This difference of opinion has heretofore 
prevented the reaching of an agreement for the settlement of the 
indebtedness of the Government of Greece to the United States. 

In April, 1927, the British and Greek Governments reached an 
agreement for the settlement of the indebtedness of the Greek Gov- 
ernment to the British Government which had arisen under the terms 
of the agreement of February 10, 1918, Great Britain having ad- 
vanced approximately 6,640,000 pounds, or $31,826,910. Under the 
terms of this settlement the obligation is to be discharged over a pe- 
riod of 62 years at a low rate of interest and all claims for further 
advances under the 1918 agreement were waived by the Greek 
Government. 

In the recent conversations witli the Greek Minister, the British 
debt settlement with Greece was taken as a basis, our position being 
that the United States Government was entitled to as favorable a 
settlement as that accorded to Great Britain. The Greek Govern- 
ment conceded the soundness of this contention, but pointed out that 
in order to enjoy as favorable a settlement as that accorded to Great 
Britain the United States Government should in fairness advance a 
sum as great as lhat advanced by Great Britaiu under the terms of 
the 1918 agreement. Great Britain having advanced the equivalent of 
approximately $81,^,910, and the sum advanced by the United 
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States Government being $16,000,000, which with interest to January 
1, 1928, at 6 per cent amounts to $19,659,836, the amount of new 
money to be advanced by our Government in order to reach the 
amount advanced by Great Britain is $12,167,074. 

It is proposed, therefore, to recommend that the Congress authorize 
the concluding of an agreement with the Greek Government on the 
following basis : 

The $15,000,000 of principal owed by the Greek Government with 
interest at 4% per cent up to the 15th of December, 1922, and on 
the amount then due interest at 3 per cent to January 1, 1928, to be 
funded over a period of 62 years on the basis of the Greco-British 
settlement, save that during the first three years the pa 3 unents to be 
in reduced amounts. 

The United States Government to advance $12,167,000 to the Greek 
Government at 4 per cent, with sinking fund for retirement in 20 
years; the Greek Government to forego all claims for further 
advances under the 1918 agreement. 

The Greek Government will furnish as security for the new loan 
the revenues at present under the control of the International Finan- 
cial Commission established by the law of February 26, 1898, in so 
far as the yield of these revenues is not required for the service of 
the loans having a prior charge upon the said revenues. 

The loan is to enjoy the same securities and guarantees as the 9 
million pound loan sanctioned by the Council of the League of Na- 
tions, as set forth in the protocol dated Geneva, September 8, 1927, 
and the service of this loan is to be administered and assured by the 
International Financial Commission. As of 1927, the excess of rev- 
enues at present under the control of the International Financial 
Commission over those required for the service of the loans having 
a prior charge amounts to approximately $28,000,000, and therefore 
the service of the proposed $12,167,000 loan will be amply secured. 

Pending the assumption of control by the International Financial 
Commission, the Greek Government undertakes to assign the un- 
pledged revenues to the American lilinister at Atliens as security for 
the service of the loan. 

Eecent events in the Near East have involved for Greece a very 
considerable displacement of population. The total number of refu- 
gees added to the population of Greece amounts to about one million 
and a half, or more than 20 per cent of the population. In 1923 there 
was organized by formal and official agreement a Xtefugee Settle- 
ment Commission, of which the Chairman, according to the organic 
articles, must always be an American citizen. Mr. Herury Morgen- 
thau was the first Chairman; and Mr. Charles B. Eddy is now Chair- 
man. The task of this Commission is to establish the refugees in 
productive work. In 1924 a loan of over $59,000,000 was floated in 
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the world markets under the auspices of the League of Nations for 
the purposes of the Refugee Settlement Commission. Great progress 
has been made, but much remains to be done to complete this hu- 
manitarian work. The proceeds of the $12,167,000 loan to be made 
by the United States Government to the Greek Government are to 
be applied in their entirety to the work of the Refugee Settlement 
Commission. 

REPRESENTATIONS TO PROTECT AMERICAN INTERESTS FROM DIS- 
CRIMINATION IN CONCESSION TO BRITISH COMPANY FOR TRAM- 
WAYS AND BUS LINES IN ATHENS 

868.797/1 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mi/nister in Greece (Shirmer) 

Washington, January 2Ji., 1927 — 6 y. m. 

1. Ford Motor Company states that the Greek Government has 
granted or is about to grant a concession for an absolute monopoly in 
favor of British built chassis for motor busses between Piraeus and 
Athens and on the streets of Athens to a British concern named “The 
Power Traction Finance Company Limited”. 

Investigate and telegraph your recommendations. 

EsaCiiiOOG 


868.797/2 : Telegram 

The Minister in Greece {SJeinner) to the Secretary of State 

Athens, J armory 25, 1927 — S p. m. 

[Received January 25—2 : 30 p. m.] 

2. Department’s 1, January 24, 6 p. m. Government now considering 
ratification of contract which would give British concern monopoly of 
transportation in and about Athens, including free importation of 
motor vehicles, repair parts and spirit [sv/ppli68f '\ ; and since conces- 
sionaires are supported by direct British Government loan under 
safeguarding of industries scheme, they must in return for such sup- 
port buy Biitish cars and supplies exclusively. On January 14 I 
objected to ratification of any contract which granted special privileges 
as to import duties on motor busses, et cetera, not equally granted to 
American vehicles and also to ratification of contract which Govern- 
ment had reason to know would prevent transportation monopoly 
from buying cars and supplies in any market. My recommendation 
is that Department approve my objections and instruct me to support 
formally open-door policy with respect to this or any similar Gov- 
ernment contract. Matter directly affects Ford Company as over two 
hundred Ford busses are now in operation in Athens and business 
constantly increasing. 


Seinnek 
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868.797/2 : Telegram 

Tli& Secretofry of /State to the Minister in Greece {Skinner) 

Washington, Jaamary 28, 1927 — 7 p. m. 

2. Your No. 2, January 25, 8 p. m. Please telegraph whether con- 
templated concession constitutes simply exclusive franchise to operate 
motor bus system or whether it grants rights so comprehensive as, for 
instance, to exclude individual owners from operating motor taxi 
service. 

Kellogg 


868.797/5 : Telegram 

The Minister in Greece {Skimier) to the Secretary of State 

Athens, Jasmuary 29, 192f7 — ^ p. m- 
[Eeceived January 29 — i: 14 p. m.] 
Department’s 2, January 28 , 1 p. m. Taxi cabs are not affected by 
concession. Contract seems to provide for freedom of competition 
on roads on which no tramway line is laid but renders this provision 
illusory by stating that during first three years of contract “no 
authority whatever shall be given to any person other than transport 
company for new omnibuses or replacement of existing omnibuses” 
for operation within radius of 20 kilometers of center of city. After 
three years independent buses may be operated in defined numbers. 
Article 6 relating to finance speaks of “loan guaranteed by British 
Treasury” and as no such loans are granted without corresponding 
guarantees that only British goods shall be bought, the effect of 
contract is that existing independent vehicles cannot be replaced 
during three years, can be operated only in insignificant numbers 
after three years and can be imported only on payment of duty while 
concessionaires are themselves prohibited £rom buying other than 
British cars and may import such cars, parts and operating supp!ie.s 
free of duty. Under these circumstances British concessionary com- 
pany will certainly drive out all competition if contract is ratified. 

Skznnes 


868.797/5 : Telegram 

T?ie Seoreta/ry of State to the Minister m Greece (Skinner) 

Washington, Feiniary 2, 1927^ p. m. 

3. Department understands from your telegrams No. 2, January 28, 
3 p. m., and January 29, 4 p. m., your despatch No. 46, January 12 
and Consulate’s report of January 18 * that proposed contract is for 


Despatch and consulate’s report not printed. 
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an exclusive franchise for tram-lines and bus-lines on certain specified 
routes. To this as well as to customs exemptions granted by contract 
the Department would not object. Should the contract, however, go 
further than this and in effect restrict freedom of competition to such 
a degree as to result in the virtual exclusion of American automotive 
products from a particular market, you should predicate upon such 
exclusion appropriate representations to the Greek Government point- 
ing out that in granting the concession the Greek Government is in 
fact consenting to discrimination against American commerce. You 
may, in your discretion, state orally that such disc rimin ation would 
be viewed with concern by your Government. 

ElELLOOO 


S68.797/8 

The Mimster m Greece {STeimner) to the Secretary of State 

No. 119 Athens, March ^2, 19S7. 

[Eeceived April 7.] 

Sir: Adverting to my despatch No. 45 of January 12® and other 
correspondence concerning the franchise granted by the Greek Gov- 
ernment to the Power and Traction Finance Company, Ltd., of Lon- 
don, I have the honor to report that following upon loud public clamor 
against the ratification of this concession, the British company sent 
an agent to Athens for the purpose of negotiating modifications cal- 
culated to soften public sentiment with reference to the contract. The 
negotiations have now finished and at a cabinet meeting the other 
day, General Metaxas announced the amendments that had been 
agreed upon. 

From the point of view of American interests, the principal amend- 
ment was that by which the Company waived the privilege of import- 
ing free of duty gasoline, tires and accessories to be used in coimec- 
tion with the Company’s buses. I believe it is fair to add that the 
representations which I made against this privilege were material in 
securing its elimination. On the other hand, nothing was introduced 
into the contract to assure the purchase by the Company of autobuses 
and accessories irrespective of their national origin. And since the 
British Treasury has guaranteed the bond issue to be emitted in con- 
nection with this contract, I take it that the greater portion of the 
purchases made by the Company will be made in the British market. 

Amongst the other modifications introduced into the contract was 
that providing that the State will acquire the property in 30 years 
instead of 85. And since the Company will use a current having a 
force of 220 volts rather than a force of 110, as at present, it agrees 


Not printed. 
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to replace at its o'wn expense all wires, fuses, motors and equipment 
unable to carry the load of 220 volts. Instead of forcing motor cars 
for hire and taxis now in private ownership to cease their operations 
within three years from the making of the contract (October 17, 
1928) they will now be permitted to circulate until the 31st of Decem- 
ber 1930, and there will be no restrictions as to their operation on the 
streets where there are tramways until January 1929. At no time 
during the life of the contract will there be restrictions on the opera- 
tion of private buses between Athens and Baphissia except that the 
buses shall not be permitted to accept passengers for way stations 
served by the trams. 

I believe that the Company has at least taken the first step for the 
creation of a more friendly atmosphere in which to work. 

I have [etc.] Eobeet P. Skinner 


BEPKBSENTATIONS TO THE GREEK GOVERNMENT REGARDING 

PROPOSED INCREASE IN IMPORT DUTIES ON WHEAT AND FLOUR 

608.003/120 

The MinisteT in Greece (Skinner) to the Secretary of State 

No. 75 Athens, February 11, 19^. 

[Eeceived March 4.] 

Sir; I have the honor to report that a special commission of the 
Greek Chamber, consisting of 27 members, has been created to con- 
sider and decide upon the application or not of an increased import 
duty on flour. It seems that under the Pangalos Government a legis- 
lative decree was issued on October 7, 1926, substantially increasing 
the then prevailing duty on flour, but, following protests from 
merchants and consumers, the decree was abrogated almost immedi- 
ately, leaving the duty where it had been before. It also appears 
to be the case that the domestic mills are capable of supplying only 
about 80% of the Greek requirements. 

Immediately upon receipt of information that the matter was 
pending, and that the effect of a higher duty would be to demoralize, 
and perhaps prevent, any further American trade in flour in this 
country, I called upon the Foreign Minister and expressed the hope 
that he would use his influence to prevent the change now proposed 
from taking place. I pointed out to Mr. Michalakopoulos that in 
the present state of the Greek milling industry the application of a 
higher duty on flour would certainly be passed on to the Greek 
consumer without any obvious corresponding advantage. I pointed 
out that Greek millers already had the monopoly of the grinding of 
the entire Greek wheat crop, and would necessarily develop their 
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industry by the anticipated increase in the domestic crop due to 
extended acreage. I pointed out, also, that exportations of Greek 
tobacco, currants and carpets alone to the United States were many 
times more considerable than purchases of American natural com- 
modities by Greece, and I therefore strongly urged upon him the 
importance of continuing the importation of flour on terms to which 
the trade is accustomed, in the interest of fair trade relations as well 
as in the interest of the Greek consuming public. 

As the parliamentary commission examining this question is com- 
posed in part of Mr. Konunandaros, a miller, and Mr. Stringos, Pres- 
ident of the Chamber of Commerce of Piraeus, who are imderstood 
to be opposed to the comparatively low duty of recent years, there 
is a strong possibility that they may succeed in making their views 
prevail. 

I diall acquaint the Department with any developments in this 
matter. The Minister for Foreign Affairs is in a position at this 
time only to accept my observations and to assure me that they will 
be given due and sympathetic weight. 

I have [etc.] Pobebx P. Skinneb 

668.113C.P./2 : Telegram 

The Mimster in Greece {STcirmer) to the Secretary of State 

Athens, March Jf«, 19^ — 5 f. m. 

[Received 5:21 p. m.] 

6. Bill introduced increasing rate of metallic drachma on imported 
wheat from five to eight and a half and on imported flour from six 
one quarter to fourteen, the higher rates of duty applicable from 
March 2 although bill not yet enacted. I am representing strongly 
to Government injustice of applying this extremely heavy increase 
without notice, especially as to flour afloat and {prf] on order, and hope 
to secure postponement of application new rates at least until chamber 
can act promptly upon pending measure. 

Skinner 


668.113C.P./2 ; Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Mimster in Greece {STcmner') 

Washington, March 4, 19^S p. m. 

8. Emergency Fleet Corporation has been informed by operators 
of Shipping Board vessels that Greek Government has or is about 
to promulgate further restriction import regulations on flour. Please 
investigate and report by telegraph. 


Grew 



24 FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1927, VOLTJME m 

668.113C.P./3 : T^egram 

The Minister i/n Greece {Ski/rmer) to the Secretary of State 

Athens, March 5, 192*1/ — 7 p. mu 
[Eeceived March 5 — 4: 13 p. m.] 

7. Department’s 4th. As cabled yesterday Government proposed 
to increase rate of metallic drachma from five to eight and a half 
as to wheat and from six one quarter to fourteen as to flour, these 
rates retroactive from March 2nd. Protests have resulted in with- 
drawal of rate as to goods already afloat or on order before March 
1st but new duties stand as to future transactions unless withdrawn 
later owing to growing opposition or as result of refusal of chamber 
to accept Government’s measure. I have represented to Government 
that America is now importing Greek products upon a large scale and 
in excess of our demands and shall keep the Department advised, 

Skinner 


668.118C.P./6 : Telegram 

The Minister m Greece {Skinner) to the Secretary of State 

Athens, March 8^ 192V — 6 p. m. 

[Received 5: 15 p, m.] 

9. Continuing my telegram number 7, March 5, 7 p, m. on increased 
duties on wheat and flour. Teict of Legislative proposals not yet avail- 
able but apparently contemplate that hereafter all bread shall be pro- 
duced from domestic flour of 80 and 95 percent wheat extraction, im- 
ported flour to be used exclusively for non-bread-making purposes. 
While no discrimination against United States is intended, and while 
importations of wheat will not be diminished, importations of flour 
will virtually cease. I recommend that Department support my oppo- 
sition to measure, which is now operative as to wheat and flour ordered 
since March 1st, by such strong representations as may be deemed 
advisable. 

Skinner 


668.113C.P./5 : Telegram 

The Acting Seoretarg of State to the Minister in Greece {Skinner') 

Washington, March 10^ 19^-~6 p. m, 

9. Your 9, March 8, 5 p. m. Department does not oondder that it 
can formally oppose new regulations provided: 

(1) That Greek Groyeriunent has agreed not to apply increased duties 
to wheat and flour on order prior to announcement of new conversion 
rates; 

(2) That most-favored-nation treatment is accorded American 
products. 
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You should insist upon conditions (1) and (2) and in your discre- 
tion you may again present considerations set forth in your No. 75 
of February 11. 

If Greek Govenunent contemplates measures other than mere 
increase in conversion rates, please telegraph. 

Gbew 


668.113C.P./7 : Telegram 

The Minister in Greece i^BMnner') to the Secretary of State 

Atheks, March 11, 1927 — 6 p. m. 

[Eeceived March 11 — i : 4S p. m.] 

10. Department’s 9. Protests against higher rates on wheat and flour 
mentioned in my number 7 of March 5 have resulted in withdrawal of 
these rates as to flour afloat and on order prior to March 2 and 
instead application of increase from six and one quarter drachma to 
eight and a half. Wheat however is held liable in all cases to the new 
rate of eight and a half. I am now insisting on complete release from 
new duties both of wheat and flour as to goods afloat and on order 
before March 2d. While no discrimination against American prod- 
ucts apparent, nevertheless the Legislative bill pending relative to fore- 
going also provides tliat on its passage no wheat may be imported 
of specific weight of less than 78 kilograms per hectoliter and contain- 
ing more than 2 percentage of the foreign substances. Please inform 
me whether this prohibition would affect importations of American 
wheat and if so suggest appropriate representations. 

Skinner 


668.113C.P./7 : Xelegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Greece {Shi/nner) 

Washington, March 14, 1927—2 p. m. 

10. Your No. 10, March 11, 5 p. m. According to information sup- 
plied by Department of Agriculture rigid enforcement of proposed 
legislation might exclude American wheat from Greek market as 
Greece buys mainly No. 2 grade winter wheat which in good crop years 
weighs approximately seventy-seven decimal thirty-seven kilograms 
to hectolitre and contains 2 percent dockage. You should bring this 
information to the attention of appropriate authorities and endeavor 
to secure modification of pending legislation so as to safeguard Ameri- 
can wheat imports even in poor crop years when No. 2 winter wheat 
averages about seventy-five kilograms per hectolitre. 


EjeaxoGG 
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668.113C.P./8 : Telegram 

The Minister in Greece (Skinner) to the Secretary of State 

Athens, March 18^ 19^ — 6 p. m. 

[Received March 18 — 5 : 05 p. m.] 

12. Department’s instruction No. 10, March 14, 2 p. m., re pending 
wheat legislation. Foreign Minister today stated that bill prohibiting 
the importation of wheat of less than 78 specific weight was intended 
to affect importations from certain countries other than United States 
and he hoped to obtain amendment which would relieve bill of objec- 
tions formulated by Department as there is no intention on the part 
of this Government to prevent arrivals of American wheat. I hope also 
to overcome obstacles to flour importations but Government apparently 
very desirous to build up domestic milling industry and may not yield. 

Skinner 
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GOOD OFFICES OF THE AMERICAN LEGATION IN BEHALF OF AMER- 
ICAN AND BRITISH CREDITORS OF THE GUATEMALAN GOVERN- 
MENT 

814.51/542 

TJie Charge in Guatemala {Ellis) to the Seoretwry of State 

No. 1322 GuATEMAiiA, November ^5 1926. 

[Beceived November 13,] 

Sik: Keferring to this Legation’s Despatch No. 1320 of October 
29, 1926j^ relative to the obligations of the Government of Guatemala 
to foreign creditors, I have the honor to inform the Department that 
the British Minister, Mr. Archibald Clark Kerr, called at the Lega- 
tion on October 30, 1926, and stated that inasmuch as he had learned 
that Mr. Henry B. Price, the Vice President of the International 
Kailways of Central America, had arrived in Guatemala for the 
purpose of collecting the debt owed his company by the Government, 
and inasmuch as it appeared that Mr. Price might meet with success 
in this matter, he wished to inquire whether there would be any 
objection to his cabling the British Foreign Office suggesting that 
the Department of State be requested to instruct this Legation to 
urge upon President Chac6n the importance of arranging the amor- 
tization of the deferred coupons of the British bonds. Mr. Clark 
Kerr observed that, inasmuch as a failure to meet her obligations 
in respect to a debt dating from 1827 renders Guatemala a defaulting 
nation, he felt that the United States would wish to see this matter 
settled prior to the issuance of any new bonds by the Government. 

I replied to the British Minister that I perceived of no reason 
why he should not request such action of his Foreign Office, but 
that without instructions from the Department, I should not be in 
position to assist him, even informally, in presenting his views to 
Guatemalan officials. 

A memorandum prepared by the British Legation, a copy of which 
is transmitted herewith, gives a history of the British claim in out- 
line form. 

I have [etc,] Leon H. Eixis 


* Not printed. 
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[Enclosnre] 

MemoTandwri/ Pre'pared T>y the British Legation in Guatemala on the 
Fowr Perrcemb ExtemaH Debt of Ouaiemcda 

1. The origin of the Debt dates from 1827, when Guatemala took 
over %2 (£67,900,-) of the Six per cent Loan issued in London on 
behalf of the Central American Federation. 

2. The loan was in default from 1828 to 1855. 

3. An arrangement was made in 1856 whereby the capital and the 
arrears of interest were reduced to £100,000 bearing 5% interest. As 
a security 60% of the Customs Dues was hypothecated. 

4. In 1863 a loan for £11,300 bearing 6% interest was contracted for 
public improvements. This loan went into default in February 1864. 

5. In 1869 a loan for £500,000 bearing interest at 6% with an accumu- 
lative Sinking Fund of 3% was issued. The import duties were 
assigned as a security for this Loan. 

6. In 1876, the loans of 1856 and 1869 went into default. 

7. In 1878, one-third of the coupon due 1st April, 1876, on the 1869 
loan was paid in November; no payment being made on the subsequent 
coupons. 

8. The default continued until 1888 when the following arrangement 
was made: 

The Bondholders accepted in lieu of each £100 Bond of the 1856 
Loan with £62.1.8d. interest arrears, a new Four Per Cent bond of 
£144.14.0 and in lieu of each £100 Bond of the 1869 Loan, with 
£72.10.9d. interest arrears on a new Four per Cent Bond of £162.4.0. 

The total amount of new bonds issued was £922.700. 

The Internal Debt was converted upon similar conditions at the 
rate of £16. per $100.-Th6 interest was payable quarterly at the 
aimual rate of 6%. Tlie bonds were issued in Guatemala and were 
introduced upon the London market in 1888. The total introduced was 
$6,400,000.— £1,024,000. 

The 1863 loan was included in the conversion, £144.14.0. in new 
Bonds being given for each old bond and interest arrears amounting 
to £119.11.8. 

9. In 1894, default took place upon both the External and the Inter- 
nal Consolidated Debts. 

10. In 1895 a new arrangement was accepted by the Bondholders 
on the following bases: 

Unification of the External Debt (amount outstanding £880,800} 
and in internal Debt (amount outstanding $6,026,900— ^£864444) into 
a new Four per cent External Debt for £1,600,000. The 
Bonds, with arrears of interest from 1st of January 1894 to the SOth 
of June 1895, to be converted at the rate of £76. New for £100 Old 
Bonds. The Internal Bonds, with arrears of interest for the 
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period, to be converted at the rate of £75. 17ew for each $600.-or £80.— 
Old Bonds. 

A non-accumulative Sinking Fund of £15,000 per annum was created 
to be applied by purchases on the market. 

The Bonds were secured by a special tax of $1 gold (six shillings) 
per quintal of coffee exported, fixed irrevocable at this rate for 10 
years, commencing 1st. July 1896, the proceeds to be paid to ^e Agent 
of the Bondholders at Guatemala. 

11. The Guatemalan Government violated this contract the same 
year (1896). 

12. In 1898 a new arrangement was concluded for three years 
reducing the interest rate to 2% in cash and 2% in certificates; full 
cash payment to be resumed on the coupon falling due 31st of Decem- 
ber, 1901. The certificates to be exchanged for Four per Gent Bonds 
after the 30th of June 1901. Amortization to be suspended for three 
years and to be reduced from 1901 to 1908 to £6000. a year and there- 
after to be fixed at the full rate of £15,000 per anrinTin- 

13. The Debt went into default in 1899. 

14. From 1899 to 1913, several arrangements were concluded with 
the Bondholders, but the Guatemalan Government failed to ratify 
them. In the meantime the Guatemalan Government assigned the 
revenue pledged to the Bondholders to secure other obligations. 

15. In 1913, through the good offices of His Majesty’s Legation, 
an agreement for the resumption of the operation of the Arrangement 
of 1895 was effected on the following terms : 

1. The Government to deliver to the representative of the Bond- 
holders by the 1st July, 1913, Warrants for the payment of the Coffee 
Export Duties sufficient to cover the interest due for the year 1913-14 ; 
no other Warrants to be admitted in payment of the said duties until 
those intended for the service of the Debt have been cashed; 

2. In exchange for the Certificates issued under the Arrangement 
of 189A the Government to issue £29,656 new Bonds of the Four per 
Cent External Debt, with Coupons from 31st. December, 1901, 
inclusive, attached: 

3. In exchange tor the overdue Coupons unpaid up to 30th June, 
1913, the Government to issue Deferred Certificates for an equal 
amoimt, bearing no interest : 

4. The sinking fund of £16,000 per annum to be suspended for 
four years from 1st July, 1913 ; 

5. Upon the termination of these four years the Council of Foreign 
Bondholders to treat with the Government as to the means of amor- 
tizing the Deferred Certificates referred to in (3) . 

16. The obligation of the Government under the above Agreement 
to resume the Sinking Fund was not fulfilled until October 1919, 
when the Guatemalan Government paid the two years in arrears. 

17. The stipulation regarding the settlement of the arrears of 
interest has not yet been carried into effect. 
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18. The war conditions of 1917, which reduced the revenue, and 
the losses sustained by the earthquakes of 1917 and 1918 were the 
reasons given by the Guatemalan Government for their failure to 
fulfil the stipulation. 

19. Later on political disturbances and the urgent necessity to 
effect the stabilization of the currency were the grounds on which 
the Guatemalan Government based their refusal to open negotiations 
with the Bondholders for a settlement of the outstanding question. 

20. In 1926, the Council of Foreign Bondholders urged the 
Guatemalan Government to discuss the matter, to which the Minister 
of Finance assented. 

21. Mr. J. P. Armstrong was appointed special representative of 
the Council of Foreign Bondholders for this purpose. 

22. The proposals of the Bondholders are as follows : 

1. The total amount outstanding to be funded immediately into 
Bearer Bonds of £100. each with interest coupons at 4% payable in 
30 years. 

2. If the Government are unable to remit more than the interest 
at present (£34,000.) the Sinking Fund should be deferred for three 
years, in which case the annuity would be increased from 2% to 

3. The new Bonds shall be formally ^aranteed by the $1.- of 
the Coffee Export Duties assigned for 3ie service of the existing 
bonds. 

23. The arrears of interest amount to £844,603. 

814.61/842 

The SecTetary of State to the Minister in, Guatemala (Geisaler) 

No. 967 Washington, November Q9, 1926. 

Sna: The Department has received the Legation’s despatch No. 1322 
of November 2, 1926, reporting a conversation between the Charge 
d’Affaires and the British Minister with regard to the collection of 
the British debt. In reply you are informed that Mr. Ellis’ statement 
to the British Minister that without instructions from the Department 
Mr. Ellis would not be in a position to assist Mr. Clark Kerr is 
approved. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

Leiand Habbison 


814.61/549 

The British Amibassador {Boward) to the Secretary of State 

No. 820 Washington, December 187, 1926. 

Sib: I have the honour, on instructions from His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, to draw your attention to negotiations which are now proceeding 
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in Guatemala City between Mr. J. P. Armstrong, representative of the 
Council of Foreign Bondholders in London, and the Guatemalan 
Government with reference to the amortization of the arrear interest 
coupons on the four per cent External Debt of Guatemala. 

The progress of the discussions on this subject which were initiated 
as far back as July last has been somewhat delayed owing to the 
political situation arising out of the death of President Orellana and 
the temporary assumption of office by General Chacon, which rendered 
the Guatemalan Government reluctant to consider the question until 
after the presidential elections. 

The elections having now confirmed General Chacon in the Presi- 
dency the present moment is regarded as an opportune one for the 
resumption of negotiations — ^the success of which it is felt would be 
greatly promoted were the United States Eepresentative at Guatemala 
City to lend to His Majesty’s Representative at that capital, and to the 
representative of the Council of Foreign Bondholders, the same gen- 
eral friendly support as Has Majesty’s Representative in Tegucigalpa 
received from his United States colleague in his recent negotiations 
with the Honduran Government for the funding of the external debt 
of that country.^ 

In notifying you of these pending negotiations, I accordingly have 
the honour to enquire whether the United States Government would 
be prepared to instruct the United States Minister at Guatemala City 
to use his good offices with a view to promoting an understanding 
between the Guatemalan Government and the representative of the 
Council of Foreign Bondholders. 

I have [etc.] Esme Howakd 

S14.61/571 : Telegram 

Ths jSeoretary of State to the Mmister in Guatemala {GeiasleT) 

Washutgton, Afril 1927— S p. m. 

22. Department’s 5, January 24, 6 p. m., your despatch 1401, 
January 

Followii^ reply has been made to British Ambassador’s request 
for good offices : ^ 

^^While the Government of the United States cannot undertake to 
advise the Guatemalan Government regarding its action with respect 
to the specific proposal understood to have been made by the bond- 
holders, I am instructing the American Minister to assist in any 
proper way in arriving at a satisfactory adjustment of the matter, 
ancx to inform the Guatemalan Government that the Government of 
the United States would be glad to see a suitable settlement in the 
interest of both parties.” 

• JP'oreiffn ReUiHonSf 1925, voL n, pp. 838 ft 

•Neitber printed, 

note to the Britlsii Ambassador was dated Apr. 11, 19(27 ; not printed. 

323422—42— -vol. XU ^0 
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[Paraphrase.] In carrying out this instruction you should be very 
careful to make no formal representations. You should restrict your- 
self to indicating orally the manifest advantages to the Government of 
Guatemala which would accrue from a settlement of the Guatemalan 
debt question. You should be particularly careful not to give the 
impression that the Government of the United States is intervening 
in any way in this controversy or that it is trying to bring any pres- 
sure on the Government of Guatemala. 

In view of the terms of the 1913 agreement,® the Department would 
not be inclined to support the pending proposals of the bondholders. 
The Department is mailing to you for your information a detailed 
history and analysis of the matter which was prepared in the Depart- 
ment.® [End paraphrase.] 

Kellooo 


814.51/578 

The Minister in QvMemdLa (Geissler) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1472 GuAxiaiALA, Apr^ £1, 19B7. 

[Keceived May 2.] 

Sm: I have the honor to report, that, pursuant to the Department’s 
cablegram 22 of April 8, 3 p. m., I have indicated to British Minister 
Clark Kerr and to Mr. J. P. Armstrong, representative of the bond- 
holders, that I shall be glad to assist in any proper way in arriving at 
a satisfactory adjustment of the matter of the deferred coupons of 
the so-called British Debt, pending between the bondholders and tlie 
Government of Guatemala, and that they expressed appreciation, and 
said, that, after, about thirty days hence, the Legislative Assembly 
will have adjourned and perhaps a decision reached as to whether 
Mr. Baudilio Palma is to remain as Secretary of the Treasury or some- 
body else be appointed in his place, they will press for action, and that 
then, if satisfactory results are not soon obtained, they will request 
me to convey to the Government of Guatemala the view of the Depart- 
ment of State, as set out in its communication to the British Ambassa- 
dor in Washington, to the effect that the United States would be glad 
to see a suitable settlement in the interest of both parties. 

During a conversation I had with those gentlemen, at this Lega- 
tion, on April 20, I showed Mr. Clark Kerr a transcription of the 
Department’s reply to the British Ambassador, as quoted in the above- 
cited cablegram of April 8, 3 p. m., and, at his request, I gave him a 
copy thereof. 

Mr. Armstrong said, that the present status of the m atter is, that 
there is pe nding the proposal of the bondholders, that the Gototh- 

‘ Foreign Relation, 1918, p. 571. 

•Not printed. 
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ment refund the certificates through the issuance of four percent bonds 
payable within thirty years ; that it seems, that neither the Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs nor the Secretary of the Treasury has studied the 
problem ; that, furthermore, those officials are afraid of opposition by 
the Legislative Assembly; that, however, he believes, that when that 
body has adjourned, it should be possible to effect an agreement, 
substantially on the abovementioned basis. Mr. Kerr indicated, that 
he shares that view. I expressed no opinion concerning those proposed 
terms, nor as to the degree of possibility of their being accepted. It 
did not seem opportune to do so. However, if I understand correctly 
the attitude of Guatemalan public men, as expressed from time to 
time in unofficial conversations concerning the subject, they will not 
consider a proposal on that basis seriously. 

I suggested to the British Minister and Mr. Armstrong, that it 
would be best not to let it become known that the Legation is disposed 
to aid in the matter of arriving at an adjustment, unless and until they 
find it desirable for me to speak to the Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

I have [etc.] Arthtjk H. Geissler 

814.61/681 

The Minister in Guatemala {Geissler) to the Beoretofry of State 

No. 1479 Gttatbmaia, A'pnL ^9, 1927. 

[Beceived May 9.] 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report, concerning 
negotiations between the International Kailways of Central America 
and the Government of Guatemala, for the settlement of the Govern- 
ment’s debt to that Company. 

On April 23, Mr. Fred W. Wilson, special representative of the 
International Railways of Central America, called at the Legation 
and told me, that, as a result of extensive negotiations, Mr. Henry B. 
Price, Vice President of the company, and himself had seemingly 
almost arrived at an agreement with the Government of Guatemala 
for the settlement and payment of claims of the Company against 
the Government, but that, on April 22, definite action was postponed, 
with the rate of interest and the price of the bonds to be taken in 
payment of the debt remaining apparently as the only important 
points of difference. 

Mr. Wilson expressed regret, that the settlement had not yet been 
completed, and said that he hoped, that a way might still be found 
to effect a settlement in time for its being ratified by the Assembly 
at its present session. He called again on April 26; and, on April 
27, he presented a letter and a memorandum, copies of which are 
transmitted herewith.^ 


printed. 
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It will be observed, that the memorandum contains the tentative 
basis of the settlement as developed in the negotiations between the 
parties. 

In view of the request made by Mr. Wilson, in his letter, that, 
informally and unofficially, I do something calculated to facilitate 
early action, I mentioned the matter to Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
Matos on April 27. 

In my conversation with Dr. Matos, 1 asked what news he had 
concerning pending political or legislative matters. He remarked, 
that the contract of the United Fruit Company seems now to have 
been gotten into such shape that it will probably be approved by the 
Assembly tomorrow. Then he said, that the Government is desirous 
of getting all pending matters with American companies adjusted 
as soon as possible, and that the negotiations with the International 
Eailways have progressed to a point where there is almost agree- 
ment. I inquired for details. He said that, in effect, the only ques- 
tions of importance to be decided, are, whether the bonds to be 
issued are to draw 6% or 8%, whether they are to be given to the 
company at eighty-five or ninety and whether they are to be secured 
by a lien on the 3% consular invoice tax now assigned for the support 
of the Foreign Office or on only % of that amount. He said, that 
Secretary of the Treasury Palma also had the desire that, instead 
of a lien being given on the tax just mentioned, the International 
Eailways acquire the outstanding so-called A. E. G. or hos Altos 
Bonds, in the sum of $1,500,000.00 of an original total issue of 
$3,000,000.00, and then let the 8% consular invoice tax covering those 
bonds also secure the new bonds in the sum of approximately three 
million dollars which are to be issued to the International Eailways. 

Then Dr. Matos made mention of having received a communication 
from the British Minister, which he considers amounts almost to a 
protest against a settlement with the International Eailways before 
an agreement with the holders of the British Deferred Coupons is 
made. I said to the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, that I was not 
there to make any official representations concerning the railiroad debt 
or concerning the British deferred coupons; that, however, it ap- 
peared to me, speaking personally, that it would be desirable for 
the Government to make, at the earliest practicable date, a mutually 
satisfactory arrangement with the holders of the British deferred 
coupons, but that 1 know of no reason why the holders of the coupons 
should have a right to object to a settlement being made previously 
with the railroad company, if such action happened to suit the 
convenience of the Government. Since then, I have secured a copy 
of the British Minister’s note? which I shall Submit with another 
despatch.* 


Not printed. 
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Later, on the same day, Dr. Matos told me, that he had, since 
talking with me, mentioned the subject of the railway debt to Presi- 
dent Chacon, who had told him, that he desires to have that matter 
settled as soon as Mr. Price returns from New York and reports the 
company’s decision as to the Government’s offer of 6% bonds at 90. 
From my conversation with Dr. Matos I received the distinct impres- 
sion, that he does not anticipate that the company will be willing to 
accept bonds drawing less than 8%. 

On April 29, Mr. Whson called and told me, that he had, on the 
previous day, had a conversation with Secretary of the Treasury 
Palma, who had proposed to him, that the International Railways 
undertake to float a $10,000,000.00 loan, the proceeds of which, at a 
price of say 90, would be disposed of as follows: — 


International Railways about $2, 660, 000. 00 

Los Altos Bonds outstanding 1, 500, 000. 00 

Refund to Treasury for Los Altos Advances 1, 600, 000. 00 

For Completion of Los Altos Railway 2, 000, 000. 00 


The balance to be available for other purposes. 

Mr. Wilson said, that he thinks, that his company will prefer to 
arrange for a settlement of its debt first, although it may then be dis- 
posed to aid in the floating of any further loan which the Government 
of Guatemala might desire. 

I have [etc.] Akthur H. Geisslek 

814.81/880 

The Chief of the Dvoieion of Latm Amerioa/n Affairs {Morga/n) to the 
Assistant Secretary of State {White) 

[Washington,] May 1927. 

Call of Mr. Prum and Mr. Woolsey, representing the International 
Railways of Central America 

Mr. Pruyn said that negotiations had been reopened in Guatemala 
between Mr. Price, representing the International Railways, and the 
Guatemalan Government looking to a settlement of the claim of the 
International Railways against the Government of Guatemala which 
now amounts to about $2,600,000. The plan contemplates the issue 
by the Guatemalan Govenunent of bonds to the amount of the claim. 
These bonds would probably be 7% bonds at 86, with a one per cent 
sinking fund. However, the details had not been worked out and 
would be negotiated by Mr. Price. Mr. Pruyn said the Guatemalan 
Congress was now in session, the Government seemed to be willing to 
effect a settlement and the International Railways felt this was the 
psycholo^cal time to try and ;push the matter through. It was hoped 
Mr. Price would sign the agreement within a week or two. Mr. Pruyn 
said it would be a great help to the International Railways if Mr. 
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Geissler could be instructed by the Department to use his informal 
good offices to help bring about a settlement. I told Mr. Pruyn that 
in advance of detailed information as to the terms of the settlement 
I doubted whether the Department could instruct Mr. Geissler to take 
any action. Mr. Pruyn pointed out that the details were just what 
remained to be arranged and all that they asked for was Mr. Geissler’s 
help to bring about a settlement which would be satisfactory to both 
parties, I said I would consult others in the Department and see 
what, if an 3 ; 1 :hing, we could do. 

Mr. Woolsey said that he was particularly anxious to have some 
instructions reach Mr. Geissler, as the latter while very friendly to 
the International Eailways and approving in general of the claim, 
had shown himself quite properly very loath to take even the most 
informal action in their behalf without specific instructions. 

As the claim of the International Eailways against the Govern- 
ment of Guatemala is of great importance and long standing, and has 
in principle the support of the Department, I see no objection to 
sending the attached telegram if you concur.® 

Morgan 


S14.51/580 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mvrdster in Ghxatemdla {Geissler) 

Washington, May 7, 1927 — 6 p. m. 

25. The Department is advised that negotiations looking to a set- 
tlement of the claim of the International Eailways will shortly be 
undertaken by Mr. Price with the Guatemalan Government. The 
Department would be pleased if this long outstanding matter could 
reach a final settlement, and you are authorized in your discretion 
to use your informal good offices to assist in bringing about a settle- 
ment satisfactory to both parties. You should be careful not to com- 
mit yourself in any way with regard to the acceptability of the terms 
of the settlement, concerning which the Department has not yet been 
informed. 

KEUioao 


814.61/584 

The Minister in Guatemala {Geissler) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1491 Guatemala, May ii, 19S7. 

[Beoeived May 23.] 

Sm: Eeferring to despatch 1486 of May 3, 1927,“ and previous 
correspondence, I have the honor to report, that, on l^y 10, 1 accom- 
panied British Minister Clark Kerr and Mr. J. P. Ann^rong, repre- 

* Telegram to tlie Minister in Qnatemala, infra. 

“Not printed. 
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sentative of the Council of Foreign Bondholders, to Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs Matos to whom we said, that we are of the opinion, 
that it should be gratifying to all concerned, if the matter of the 
British Deferred Coupons and the matter of the debt of the Govern- 
ment of Guatemala to the International Railways is each of them 
settled at an early date, each of them regardless of the date of the con- 
clusion of the other of those two matters, and I added, that as to each 
of them, the Department of State would be happy to see a suitable 
settlement in the interest of both parties. 

Just previously, the British Minister and Mr. Armstrong had called 
at the Legation and had informed me, that they would be glad if I 
would now say to the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, that the Govern- 
ment of the United States would be pleased to see a settlement of the 
matter of the British Deferred Coupons. 

Mr. Armstrong then handed me a copy of a letter, dated June 20, 
1925, which he said was addressed by the then Secretary of the 
Treasury, Mr. C. O. Zachrisson, to the Council of Foreign Bond- 
holders, saying that the Government of Guatemala would be grateful, 
if, for the making of an agreement concerning the form of cancella- 
tion of the deferred interest, the result of the monetary, economic 
and fiscal arrangements then in progress, and which it expected to 
conclude in the following year, be awaited. A copy of that copy is 
enclosed together with translation.^^*^ 

Mr. Armstrong said, that Secretary of the Treasury Palma had 
been showing a disinclination to negotiate with him, although it is 
rumored, that the Government is on the point of effecting a settle- 
ment with the International Railways. He added, that they consider, 
that an arrangement with the Council of Foreign Bondholders should 
be signed, before there is any settlement made concerning the debt of 
the railroad company. Mr. Clark Kerr concurred. I told them, that 
my own notion is, that an adjustment with the holders of the British 
coupons would probably make more valuable such securities as might 
be given to the railway company in settlement of its debt, and that, 
if it were to so happen, that the settlement with the International 
Railways is made first, it would tend to make more valuable such 
arrangement as the Government subsequently makes with the holders 
of the British coupons, and that it would indeed seem to be good 
policy for each of the parties to entertain best wishes for the success 
of the negotiations of the other. I said, that I had, within the past 
few days and as recently as yesterday expressed that view to the 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

After full consideration, the British Minister and Mr. Armstrong 
came to the conclusion, that my position is sound, but only after Mr. 
Clark Blerr had said, that they had heard a rumor, that I had urged, 
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that no arrangement be made with the British bondholders until the 
Railway company’s debt had been settled, whereupon I told him, 
that I had been informed, by Secretary for Foreign Affairs Matos, 
that they had mrged, that the arrangement with the Britisli bond- 
holders should in any event take precedence, in consequence of which 
I had said to Dr. Matos, that to me it seems that, in the interest of 
all concerned it is best that, as to each matter, there be an agreement 
reached as soon as practicable, without reference to the status of the 
other negotiation. In that coimection, I read to them what I re- 
ported to the Department on page 3 of my despatch 1483 of April 
80, 1927,“ including the statement that I had told the Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs, that I did not object to the conclusion of an imme- 
diate arrangement with the British bondholders. At my incidental 
mention of knowledge of the letter which the British Minister wrote 
Doctor Matos on April 21 (see page 3 of despatch 1483), Mr. Clark 
Kerr remarked, that they had forgotten to tell me about the repre- 
sentations they had made to the Foreign Office. 

At my suggestion, we went, all three of us, to the Foreign Office, 
where we informed Dr. Matos, that, after full discussion, we had 
come to the conclusion, that it should be very gratifying to all con- 
cerned, if an arrangement were effected, at a very early date between 
the Government and the holders of the so-called British Deferred 
Coupons, regardless of whether the matter of the debt of the Re- 
public to the International Railways has at that time been settled 
or not, and that, similarly, it should be gratifying to ail concerned, 
if the Government settles, at an early date, the debt due the Inter- 
national Railways, regardless of the then status of negotiations be- 
tween the Government and the holders of the British Deferred 
Coupons. I added, that my position with reference to the two 
matters is precisely the same, in that the Department of State con- 
siders, as to each matter, that a mutually satisfactory adjustment 
is desired by and desirable for each of the parties to the two respec- 
tive negotiations. I had previously, at the Legation, told Mr. Clark 
Kerr, that I shall make the additional statement just quoted, and he 
had expressed himsdf much gratified. 

Dr. Matos told us, that the Government desires to arrange each of 
the two matters as soon as possible, notwithstanding the financial diffi- 
culties which they present. 

In other conversations, I have made it clear to Dr. Matos, that the 
interest shown in the matter by the Department of State does not indi- 
cate a desire to bring pressure to bear, but is inspired by a desire that 
the Government of Guatemala have the manifest advantage which 
would accrue from a settlement of this debt question on a fair and 
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equitable basis. I Have deemed it best not to discuss the subject with 
President Chacon for the present, leaving it to Dr. Matos to do that. 
He assures me, that he and the President are very appreciative of the 
interest shown in the matter by the Department. 

I have [etc.] Abthue H. Gnissiiat 

814.61/586 

TTi& Minister in Guat&rruda (^Geissler) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1497 Guatemala, May 13^ 1987. 

[Received May 23.] 

Sib : I have the honor to submit the following report relative to recent 
developments with regard to negotiations between the International 
Railways of Central America and the Government of Guatemala con- 
cerning a settlement of the debt due the company, and in which matter 
the Legation has been using good offices. 

On May 9, 1 told Secretary for Foreign Affairs Matos, in harmony 
with the Department’s cablegram 25 of May 7, 6 p. m., that the Depart- 
ment would be much pleased, if this matter were to reach a final settle- 
ment, satisfactory to both parties, and if the agreement were approved 
by the Assembly at its present session, I preferred, not to speak to 
President Chacdn concerning this at the time, so as to avoid a feeling 
on the part of the Secretary of the Treasury that I am, over his head, 
bringing undue pressure to bear on the President. If, later on, there 
appears to be occasion for me to take the matter up directly with Gen- 
eral Chacdn, I shall, of course, do so. However, at present, the matter 
seems to be moving along nicely. 

On May 10, Dr. Matos, having previously spoken to the President, 
told at a meeting of the Cabinet, what I had said to him. The Secre- 
tary for Foreign Affairs informed me the next day, that the President, 
the Secretary of the Treasury and the other members of the Cabinet 
had indicated their entire readiness to expedite negotiations, as soon as 
Mr. H. B. Price, Vice President of the company, returns from New 
York. 

Mr. Price arrived on the evening of May 12. On the 13th he called 
at the Legation and then went to pay the President a courtesy visit. 
Later he reported to me, that he had talked with General Chac6n 
only a few minutes, but that the President had said to him, that he 
hoped, that the negotiations to be resumed by him with the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury would lead to an agreement, in time for the 
same to be ratified by the Assembly, before it adjourns. Mr. Price 
then proceeded to take the matter up with Mr. Palma. 

Reference is made to despatch 1491 of May 11, in which I reported, 
that the British Minister and the representative of the Council of 
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Foreign Bondholders have, in response to argument presented to 
them by me, come to the conclusion, that, contrary to their previous 
position, it is desirable for both the coupon holders and the railway 
company to each have their matter settled at an early date, regard- 
less of which of the two is adjusted first. 

Mr. Price expressed himself as gratified at all the Legation had 
done, while he was away, with a view to facilitating an early 
settlement. 

I have [etc.] Akthtje H. Geisslee 


814.«l/587 

The MwAster in Quatemdla {Geissler) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1504 Guatemala, May 19, 1927. 

[Keceived May 27.] 

Sm: I have the honor to report, that, as a result of good offices, 
exercised by this Legation, in harmony with the Department’s in- 
struction and after active participation of President Chac6n in the 
negotiation, the Secretary of the Treasury of Guatemala and the 
International Eailways of Central America today signed a mutually 
satisfactory agreement, providing that the Government will, in pay- 
ment of its indebtedness fixed at $2,516,000.00, issue 8% bonds to 
the company, at par, due May 1, 1948, amortization 2% per year, 
secured by a first lien on a 3% consular invoice tax. The contract is 
to be submitted to the National Legislative Assembly, today, with 
a fair prospect of its being approved before that body adjourns at 
the end of this month. 

As of possible interest, I enclose copies of memoranda of conver- 
sations I have had in the matter, subsequent to my despatch 1497, 
of May 13, 1927, with Mr, Henry B. Price, Vice-President of the 
International Railways, Mr. Fred W. Wilson, the company’s special 
representative, and with President Chacdn and Secretary for For- 
eign Affairs Matos.“ 

As shown by the memoranda, the agreement came about only after 
General Chacdn had, in response to observations made by me, over- 
ridden the reluctance of Secretary of the Treasury Palma. Secre- 
tary for Foreign Affairs Matos also contributed very materially to 
the adjustment. 

It seems, that one of the reasons for Mr. Palma’s disinclination to 
conclude a settlement with the International Railways, for sulmus- 
sion at this session of the Legislative Assembly, was apprehensivenees 
that any contract made by him would be made a text for further attacks 
on him by the rather numerous members of the Assembly who are 
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opposed to him, another reason being that he contemplated procuring 
a loan of perhaps ten million dollars, secured by a lien on the customs 
revenues, with the proceeds of which he meant to retire the Los Altos 
Eailway Bonds, pay for the finishing of that railroad, settle with the 
International Railways, extinguish the internal debt and perhaps take 
up the British Deferred Coupons, or at least some of them. It is 
understood, that that project was urged upon hi m by customs expert 
Findley B. Howard, 

The International Railways did not desire to await eventual con- 
clusion of any such arrangement, since the project would not, in any 
case, be ready for submission to the Assembly before it has to adjourn 
under the constitution, and the next session might not occur till March 
1928, Mr. Price and Mr. Wilson calculated, that, at that time, the 
Government would probably have insisted, as it did now, that, as 
regards the past, it should not pay interest on the greater portion of 
the debt. Hence, failure to settle the matter this month, would, they 
figured, have left uncertain the time and form of settlement, while 
ahnost certainly leading to a loss of $175,000.00 of interest and possibly 
more. 

There is talk, that Mr. Palma is still inclined to contract for a 
$10,000,000.00 loan, secured by a lien on the customs revenues, with 
the idea of then retiring the bonds issued to the International Railways. 

From the memoranda it will be seen, that I made clear to President 
Chaodn what I had previously said to Dr. Matos, to the effect, that 
freedom is reserved as regards the Department’s attitude toward the 
terms of the contract. A similar statement was made by me repeat- 
edly to Messrs, Price and Wilson. They said, that they expect to 
submit the contract to the Department very soon, and that they regret 
that it is not feasible to do so before the Assembly acts, but that they 
consider it very important to procure action during the few remaining 
days of the legislative session. They added, that, meanwhile, they 
have been striving to keep out of the agreement everything which might 
be deemed objectionable. 

A tentative draft of the contract, as prepared by Mr. Wilson, was 
furnished me some days ago. However, in conferences which he and 
Mr. Price subsequently had with Government officials, several changes 
were made. A copy of the document as signed, will be procured and 
sent by the next mail.^^* 

According to my information, the agreement provides, that the reve- 
nue pledged, as security for the bonds, shall be collected by a fiscal 
agent in New York, named by th^ bondholders and approved by the 
Government, through a bank in Guatemala selected by the fiscal agent. 

Secretary for Foreign Affairs Matos has shown me a schedule, accord- 
ing to which the three percent consular invoice tax, which was pledged 
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to the Anglo and London-Paris National Bank, as security for bonds 
in the sum of $3,000,000.00, produced $1,150,163.28, the amount per 
semester varying from $212,000.00 to $252,000.00. The three percent 
tax now pledged to tlie International Railways has heretofore been 
collected by the Foreign Office and used for its support. It is con- 
templated, that some other revenue will be provided for that Depart- 
ment. 

The Secretary for Foreign Affairs has told me, that, at a meeting 
of the Cabinet held during the evening of May 17, the settlement 
was pronounced satisfactory by all present, including tlie President, 
and that even Secretary of the Treasury Palma joined in that view 
and said that he is glad that the matter has been disposed of. Dr. 
Matos added an expression of appreciation of what I had done toward 
bringing about the result. Messrs. Price and Wilson have indicated 
to me, that they are likewise pleased. 

I have [etc.] Akthxtr H. Gxissleb 

814.B1/S89 : Telegram 

The Minister in Guatemala {Geissler) to the Secretary of State 

Guatemala, May 31, 19^ — 11 a. m. 

[Received 3 : 10 p. m.] 

51. The Assembly yesterday approved the railway debt settlement. 

€(eI8SI£E 


814.51/601 

The Charge in Guatemala {Hawks) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1672 Guatemala, October IS, 19S7. 

[Received October 19.] 

Sm: Referring to the Legation’s despatch No. 1661, of October 4, 
1927,’* concerning the attempt of Mr. J. P. Armstrong, representative 
in Guatemala of the Council of Foreign Bondholders, to conclude an 
agreement with the Government of Guatemala concerning the pay- 
ment of the Deferred Interest Coupons of the British Bonds in Guate- 
mala, I have the honor to report that, Mr. Armstrong informed me 
last night that the Minister of Finance, Mr. Solares, had, with the 
authority of the Government, made him a verbal offer which he was 
now putting into a written agreement and which, he said, would be 
acceptable to both sides. This offer provides for the funding of the 
amount of the Deferred Interest Coupons by an issue of bonds paying 
4% interest annually over a j»rio^ of forty years. The Government 
wiU have the privilege of buying up these bonds on the open market 


” Not printed. 
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in order to reduce the amount of the debt. The diflEerence between this 
and the original offer of the Council of Foreign Bondholders is that 
the former was for a bond issue bearing 4% interest over a period 
of thirty years. In the new agreement, a fiscal agent, probably the 
Central Bank, will be appointed and the guaranty for the payment 
of the interest and amortization fund, which will be the same one 
dollar tax on every quintal of coffee exported, as provided for in the 
agreement of 1918, will be deposited with this agent, thus giving the 
Council a tangible guaranty for the payment of the bonds. Pre- 
viously, although payment was guaranteed by this export tax on 
coffee, the money collected from this tax was never deposited with 
a fiscal agent. 

At the beginning of each year the Government will have a right to 
pay in cash to the Council of Foreign Bondholders the total amoimt 
which it will owe the latter during the ensuing year. In this event, 
the money provided for as a guaranty will not have to be deposited 
with the fiscal agent. If the Government does not desire to do this, 
it will give to the fiscal agent a statement of the amount, which will be 
owed to the Council during the coming year, and the dates upon which 
the various sums come due. Each week the fiscal agent will receive 
all the money, which has been collected due to the doUar export tax 
per quintal of coffee, and will keep this amount until it reaches the 
sum owed by the Government to the Council and will pay the Council 
on the specified dates. 

Mr. Armstrong states that, the President and the Cabinet have all 
finally given their consent in principle to the conclusion of this agree- 
ment and, it is hoped that it will be definitely signed within the next 
ten days. The agreement will not come into effect until July 1, 1928, 
and, it is presumed that, it will be approved by the Legislative Assem- 
bly, which convenes March 1st of next year. 

I have [etc.] Stau-lbt Hawks 


814.51/600 : Telesram 

The Ohaxgi in Ouatemala (Hcmhs) to the Secretary of Staie 

Guatemala, Ootoher 17, 19^ — 9 a. m. 

[Eeceived 1 : 30 p. m.] 

84. Eeferring to my despatch of October 12, 1927 number 1672, 
representative of the Council of Foreign Bondholders signed an 
agreement on October 16th with the Guatemalan Govermnent fund- 
ing the unpaid coupons by an issue of 4 percent bonds redeemable 
in 40 years by purchases on the market. Interest and amortization 
payable semiannually commencing Jime 30, 1928, the first gemi- 
annual installment due not later than December 1928. This and 
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existing issue of bonds is guaranteed by one dollar per quintal export 
duty on coffee. Text of agreement by pouch.^^ 

Hawks 


814.61/603 

The President of the IriternaUondl Railways of Central America 
{Keith) to^ the Secretary of State 


New York, October 18^ 19^7. 

[Received October 25.] 

Sir: The International Railways of Central America recently suc- 
ceeded in arranging with the Government of Guatemala a settlement 
of the debt of $2,500,000. owed by that nation to this company for 
some years past. 

I wi^ to thank you for the co-operation extended by your Depart- 
ment, and the able assistance rendered by the American Minister in 
Guat^ala during the negotiations leading to the settlement. 

We feel that without such co-operation and assistance, it is un- 
likely that a settlement would have been reached. 

Tours very truly, 


Minor C. Keith 


REPRESENTATIONS TO THE GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT AGAINST 

PROPOSED CONCESSION OF MONOPOLY FOR CENTRAL AMERICAN 

AIR LINE 

812.79614/- 

The Minister in Guatemala {Geissler) to the^ Secretary of State 

No. 1391 Guatemala, January 19^ 19^7. 

[Received January 29.] 

Sir: I have the honor to report, that Francisco Buch de Parada, 
said to have been Assistant Chief of the Mexican Air Service and 
understood to have ample financial backing, is in Guatemala to pro- 
cure a concession in connection with his project to establish a ‘‘Pull- 
man” aeroplane service between the City of Mexico and San Salvador, 
and which is, later on, to be extended to other Central American 
countries. In that connection, I respectfully beg leave to suggest 
the advisability of urging that Congress, at the present session, pro- 
vide for the establishment of at least a twice-a-week air mail service 
between New Orleans or Key West and Puerto Barrios. 

A press despatch from Mexico says, that Mr. Parada already has 
a contract with the Government of Mexico. No details are given. 

Inspector Matthew E. Hanna, now here, to whom I mentioned the 
matter today, tells me, that while he was in Salvador recently, Presi- 

^ Printed in Mfty-fourth Awnual Report of the Counctt of the Corporation of 
Foreign Bondholders . . , for the year iSS7 (London, Council Hotise), p. 254. 
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dent Quinonez manifested much interest in the establishment of a 
Central American air service, mentioning in that connection that the 
Salvadorean Army has fourteen planes. 

An air service between New Orleans or Key West and Barrios 
would probably carry a very large portion of the foreign mail of the 
Central American Republics. It might well be, that the Government 
of Guatemala would undertake to transport to Salvador such mail 
as is destined for that Republic and the Pacific coast region of Hon- 
duras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica, and that the Government of Salva- 
dor would gladly put its planes to use in carrying this mail on to 
points below Salvador, and vice versa. 

People who have studied the matter tell me, that the transportation 
of this mail and a passenger service in connection with it will be 
very profitable, since fares between the various capitals of Central 
America are high. It seems strange, that American firms interested 
in that line do not make a more serious study of this opportunity. 

It would seem, that action by Congress providing for the establish- 
ment of an air service between some point in the southern part of the 
United States and Puerto Barrios is highly desirable, so as to avert 
preemption of the aviation field in Central America by Mexico or 
some European interest. 

Establishment of a line between the points mentioned in the pre- 
ceding paragraph would greatly stimulate the Governments of Guate- 
mala and Salvador and also private concerns of the United States to 
undertake an intra-Central American service. 

I have [etc.] Arthur H. Geissler 

812.79614/- : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Guatemala {Geissler) 

tParapbrase] 

Washington, February J?, 19%7 — 5 f. m. 

7. Legation’s destpatch. 170. 1391, dated January 19‘. Department 
desires that you discreetly ascertain who is hacking Parada 
financially. 

Ejeixogg 


812.78614/1 : Xelegram 

The Mimster m Ouatemala {Q^sler') to the Secretary of State 

GtrATEMAiiA, February S, 19S7 — noon. 

[Eeceived 7 : 50 p. m.] 

21. Beferring to the Department’s telegram of February 1, 5 p. m. 
Parada went to San Salvador 10 days ago. It is thought here that 
he is backed by the Mexican Government. 


GMSsina 
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812.79614/1 ; Telegram 

The Acting Secr&tary of State to the Minister in Salvador {Cafery) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, February 1927 — 1 p. m. 

10, Department is informed by the Ajnerican Legation in Guate- 
mala that Senor Francisco Buch de Parada who was recently in 
Guatemala is now in Salvador for the purpose of obtaining a con- 
cession for a Central American air service. Legation states that 
Parada appears to have ample financial backing which is believed to 
be provided by the Government of Mexico. 

Discreetly investigate and cable brief report to Department. 

Gebw 


812.79614/3 ; Telegram 

The Mirmter in Salvador {Oaffery) to the Secretary of Stcde 

[Paraphrase] 

San Sai-vadob, Febrmry 7, 19B7 — 3 p. m. 

[Beceived 7:11 p. m.] 

10. Department’s No. 10, February 4, 1 p. m. Senor Parada ar- 
rived in San Salvador last week and submitted a proposition to the 
Government of Salvador to establish a passenger air service between 
San Salvador and the city of Guatemala. Parada was informed that 
as the presmit administration will go out of ofBce in March the 
proposition will have to be studied by the new administration. 
Parada is now leaving and will return to San Salvador probably 
late next month. 

Caffert 


812.79614/6 : Telegram 

The Searetwry of State to the Miimter in Guatemala {Geisaler) 

Washington, Fdtrucery 15, 1927— S p. m. 

18. Your despatch 1415, February 4.“ Article 24 of the contract 
apparently grants a virtual monopoly of air traffic between the points 
mentioned in Article 1. Please call this to the attention of the appro- 
priate authorities and express the hope of this Government that 
no exclusive concession, preference or monopoly will l)e granted which 
would deny to American citizens a fair and equal opportunity to 
compete in commercial aviation in Guatemala. 

BjEUiOGa 

"Not printed; It transmitted a copy of the proposed contract between SVan- 
clsco Bnch de Parada and the Government oC Gnatemala. 
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812.70614/6 

The Minister in GuatemoHa {Geissler) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1427 Guatemala, F^ruary 19^ 19^7. 

[Eeceived March 6.] 

Snt : I have the honor to report, that in the matter of the application 
of Francisco Buch de Parada of Mexico, for an aviation concession, 
which had been discussed several times by me with the Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, I sent, on February 17, a note verb(de 
to the Foreign OflSce expressing, in conformity with the Department’s 
cablegram No. 13 of February 15, 8 p. m., the hope that the Govern- 
ment of Guatemala will not grant to anybody any preference, exclu- 
sive concession or monopoly, which would deny to citizens of the 
United States a fair and equal opportunity to compete, and that Dr. 
Matos informed me, by note verbale dated February 19, that the 
Government of Guatemala has denied the application of Mr. Buch de 
Parada. 

Copies of the notes verbales are enclosed, together with a transla- 
tion of the one from the Foreign Ofi5ce.“ 

I have [etc.] Arthuk H. Gbcssler 

“None printed. 


828422— 42— TOI. m 10 



HAITI 

AMENDMENTS TO THE HAITIAN CONSTITUTION OF 1918’ 


838.00/2326 

The High Commissioner in Haiti {Russell) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1018 Port atj Prince, Jmie 1927, 

[Eeceived June 8,] 

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith for the Department’s 
information, a copy of the proposed amendments to the Constitution 
which President Borno is submitting to the National Assembly for its 
preliminary consideration. 

I have [etc.] John H. Eusseix 

[Enclosure — ^Translation *] 

Draft Amendments to the Haitian Constitution 

In view of articles 128 and D of the Constitution and on the advice 
of the Council of Secretaries of State, the President has proposed 
and the Council of State has adopted the following amendments to 
the Constitution in force : 

Article 1. The following articles of the Constitution are modified : 

First Amendment 

Article 2 is modified as follows: “The territory of the Eepublic 
is divided into departments. Each department is subdivided into 
arrondissements^ and each arrondissement into communes. The num- 
ber, the boundaries, the organization and the functions of the admin- 
istrative divisions and subdivisions are determined by law.” 

Second Amendment 

Article 16 is modified as follows: “The liberty of the press is 
guaranteed, under conditions determined by law.” 

Third Amendment 

Article 19 is modified as follows: “The jury is established for 
criminal trials in the cases which will be determined by law.” 

^ For text of Constitution, see Foreign Belatima, 1918, p. 487. 

* Translation supplied by tbe editor. 
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Fourth Amendment 

Article 37 is modified as follows: ^‘The Senators represent the 
departments. They are elected by universal and direct suffrage in 
the primary assemblies of the several departments according to the 
mode and conditions determined by law. The candidates shall be 
elected who shall have obtained the greatest number of votes in the 
departments. The Senate shall be renewed by thirds every two years, 
under the conditions determined by law.” 

Fifth Amendment 

Article 67 is modified as follows : “Laws are dated from the day of 
their definitive adoption by the two Chambers, but they become effec- 
tive only after promulgation which is made conformably to law. 
The interpretation of the laws by authority belongs only to the 
Legislative Power; it is given in the form of a law.” 

Sixth Amendment 

Article 72 is modified as follows : “The President of the Republic 
is elected for six years. He takes office on May 16, except when 
elected outside the term fixed in article 43, and in the latter case 
the taking of the oath takes place on the day set by the National 
Assembly in the week following the election. He is eligible for 
reelection. A President who has been rejected and has exercised 
Executive Power for at least ten years shall not be invested with a 
third mandate until after a space of six years. A citizen who has 
been elected President three times is no longer eligible for this office.” 

Seventh Amendment 

Article 83 is modified as follows: “There are five Secretaries of 
State. The President of the Republic may, when he deems necessary, 
add to them Under Secretaries of State whose attributions shall be 
determined by law. The Secretaries of State and the Under Secre- 
taries of State are assigned to the several ministerial departments 
that the services of the State require. An arrUe will fix this assign- 
ment conformably to law.” 

Eighth Amendment 

Article 89 is modified as follows : “The Judicial Power is exercised 
by a Court of Cassation and by inferior courts whose number, 
organization, and jurisdiction are regulated by law. The President 
of the Republic names the judges of all the courts. He appoints and 
recalls the officers of the public ministry near the Court of Cassation 
and the other courts, the justices of the peace and their substitutes. 
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The judges of the Court of Cassation and those of the permanent 
courts other than the justices of the peace are named for five years, 
under reservation of causes determined by law susceptible of putting 
an end to their functions. They may be reappointed indefinitely.’^ 

Ninth Amendment 

Article 107 is modified as follows: “The primary assemblies shall 
meet at regular periods for the purposes and according to the mode 
established by law.” 


Tenth Amendment 

Article 109 is modified as follows: “Tlie taxes accruing to the State 
and to the communes can be established only by a law.” 

Eleventh Amendment 

Article 118 is modified as follows : “A police force, under regulations 
fixed by law, is established for the internal and external security of the 
Republic, the guarantee of the rights of the people, the maintenance 
of order and for police duty in the cities and the rural districts. It is 
the only armed force of the Republic.” 

Twelfth Amendment 

Article E is modified as follows : “Within a period of twelve months 
from the publication of the present amendments the Executive Power 
is authorized to proceed to make all changes in the pi'esent personnel 
of the Courts that he deems necessary. The judges retained, like the 
new judges, shall be furnished with a commission the date of which 
shall be the date from which starts the five-year term provided in 
article 89.” 

Article 2. Articles 90 to 99, inclusive, of the Constitution are sup- 
pressed, and articles 103 to 106, inclusive. 

Article 3. The aforesaid amendments shall be submitted to popular 
ratification at the next biennial meeting of the primary assemblies.” 

By the President: 

[Here follow the spaces for the names 
of the five Secretaries of State.] 


8B8.0D/2326 : Telegram 

The Sectretofry of State to th& Oharge in Haiti (ffroes) 

WASBDQTcrioN, Jtms 15, 19fff—6 p. m. 
29. General Russell’s despatdi 1018, June 1, 19sk. The Depart- 
ment hopes that no further action mil be taken looking to the enact- 
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ment of the proposed amendments to the Constitution until the De- 
partment has had an opportunity to express its opinion. Please inform 
President Borno accordingly and request that the matter he held in 
abeyance. Department will give you detailed instructions in the near 
future. 

Kellogo 


888.00/2345 

The Ghargi in Haiti {Gross) to the Secretary of State 

No. 962 Poet au Pbutc®, Jime B3, 19^. 

[Eeceived July 7.] 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the text of the proposed amend- 
ments to the Constitution of 1918 were published in the local press 
on June 7, 1927. Since then the editorial comment in regard thereto 
has not been violent, although there are signs of marked organization 
among the members of the Opposition who will doubtless Mideavor 
to gain a victory over President Bomo when the amendments come 
to vote next January. 

The chief criticism of the amendments is regarding the proposed 
six year presidential term. The Opposition will endeavor to con- 
vince the people that this portends President Bomo’s continuation 
in office for life. 

The amendments which contemplate the reformation of the judici- 
ary are not severely criticised f O'r most people have the opinion that 
the judges should be more highly paid and that there is room for 
improvement in the judiciary in graieral. Some consternation has 
arisen among those who are doubtful about obtaining judgeships 
under the new order. 

The available government agencies throughout the country have 
been asked, when opportunity arises, to inform the people that the 
proposed amendments contemplate the appointment of judges highly 
enough paid to be above suspicion, to provide for fewer judges who 
work harder, to assure justice in cases of poor people as well as rich, 
and to give judges appointments of a temporary nature until such 
time as their reputations and records show that they merit permanent 
appointment. These are the considerations which will interest the 
Haitian peasants most, for justices of peace in Haiti treat them, as 
a rule, with cruel inconsideration. 

I have [etc.] 0. Gross 



52 FOREIGJSr RELATIONS, 192 7, VOLUME III 

838,00/2326 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in Haiti {Gross) 

[Parapbrase] 

Washington, June 19ST — 1 p, m. 

32. Under article XIV of the treaty of 1915 with Haiti, ^ the Gov- 
ernment of the United States undertakes, the necessity arising, to 
lend efficient aid for the maintenance of a Government in Haiti ade- 
quate for the protection of life, property and individual liberty. 
The constitution is the basis of all stable republican governments. 
President Borno now proposes 14 amendments to the Constitution 
of Haiti to become operative in the course of a few months. In a 
period of over 150 years the United States has made but 19 amend- 
ments to its Constitution. Wide, sweeping fundamental changes in 
the Haitian Constitution such as these proposed might well lead to 
internal disorders of such a nature as to cause the Government of 
Haiti to call upon this Government to fulfil the obligation under- 
taken by it in article XIV of the treaty of 1915. In view of this 
relation existing between the Governments of Haiti and the 
United States, the Department is greatly surprised that President 
Borno should have submitted the proposed amendments to the Hai- 
tian Council of State and should have given out the text thereof to 
the press without having first discussed matter with Department of 
State and having arrived at a definite understanding with regard to 
them. 

You will call immediately upon President Borno and will inform 
him of the foregoing, informing him at the same time that while the 
Department of State is not at this time prepared to state its views 
upon all the amendments it disapproves emphatically of amendment 
number 6, and is of the opinion that this proposed change in the 
Constitution is contrary to the principles of democratic government 
and is, therefore, a backward step rather than one forward in the 
development of popular government in Eepublic of Haiti. You will 
also say to President Borno that the Department of State hopes that 
he will give serious consideration to the withdrawal of this amend- 
ment and that for the present no other action will be taken on the 
other amendments. Report by cable immediately. Keldogg 

838.00/2337 : Telegram 

The Charge in Haiti {Gross) to the Secretary of State 

Port au Prince, Jum 19^7—1 p, m. 

[Received 6 p. m.] 

63. [Paraphrase.] Department’s 32, June 24, 1 p. m. I^resident 
informs nie that the steps taken in matter of amendments to Consfei- 


^ Foreign Relations, 1915, p. 449. 
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tution were taken in entire accord with High Commissioner, who had 
previously discussed them at some length with Department although 
he (the President) was not aware with what ofiSicial of the Depart- 
ment. The existing Constitution requires the publication of proposed 
amendments. If the Department should press the point, I thinlr that 
the President might consider presentation only of those amendments 
for the reform of the judiciary and would postpone the question of 
changing the Presidential term. Like the President I also understood 
that High Commissioner had discussed whole question thoroughly at 
Department last May, although I do not recall with whom. President 
stated tliat he was confident the amendments would create no dis- 
turbance and that at present he was not inclined to alter what he had 
already presented to Council of State and had published in the press. 
He said that as alternative he would consider, however, reverting to 
the condition which formerly existed of changing the Constitution by 
vote of existing assembly. [End paraphrase.] However, it was the 
President’s understanding that both the Department and General 
Russell had objected to such tactics and that the reference of the 
amendments to plebiscite resulted from the objections raised. The 
President is anxious to know where he stands as a result of the present 
apparent divergence of Department’s views. Please instruct. 

Gboss 


808.00/2SST : OC«lesrain 

The Secretary of State to the Charge m Haiti {Gross) 

[Paraplarase] 

Washington, Jvm SO, 19^7—1 p. m. 

87. Your 63, June 25, 1 p. m. Although High Commissioner Russell 
discussed proposed amendments when he visited Department last May, 
Department did not express its approval of them, and was expecting 
to receive a final draft for its further consideration and study before 
their submission to the Council of State and their publication. This 
final draft was not received until after the amendments had been laid 
before Council of State and had been given to press. 

Please express to President of Haiti regret of Department that 
present situation has arisen and that it earnestly desires to avoid 
causing him any personal embarrassment or unnecessary delay in the 
execution of desirable reforms. The Department is not able, however, 
to give its approval to amendment number 6, and holds belief that 
for reasons set forth in Department’s telegram No. 32, June 24, it 
should be given opportunity to study thoroughly other amaidiiaents 
and to indicate its opinion on them. 


Eellogg 
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838.00/2348 

The ChargS in Haiti {(xross) to the Secretary of StaAe 

No. 963 Poet au Pbincb, June SO, 19S7. 

[Received July 7.] 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to Despatch No. 1030, of the High 
Commissioner’s series, of June 27, 1927,* in which mention was made 
of additional amendments to the Constitution of 1918, which appear 
to have been proposed by members of the Coimcil of State. 

I now have the honor to report that the following amendments to 
Articles 36 and 42 of the above mentioned Constitution have been pro- 
posed to President Bomo by the following Councillors of State: 
Messrs. Paret, J. Lanoue, and Delabarre Pierre-Louis. The changes 
proposed by them are : 

To amend Article 36 to shorten the term of a senator from six to 
four years. 

To add to Article 42 the power of the National Assembly to amend 
the Constitution. 

On June 14 a petition was circulated in the District of Gonaives 
protesting against the amendments to the Constitution proposed by 
President Bomo on June 7, 1927. This petition was signed by sev- 
eral hundred persons and contained the following brief text : 

We, the population of Gonaives, considering that the proposed 
amendments to the Constitution comprise an acute danger to our 
democratic system by the separation of the individuality heretofore 
existing between the executive, administrative, and judiciary branches 
of the Government, and of the dignity of the Haitian people by the 
reduction of both natives and foreigners to a state of subjection, 
beg the Chief Executive to withdraw the proposed amendments. 

I have [etc.] C. Gaoes 


838.00/2343 : Telegram 

The Charge in Haiti {Cross) to the Secretary of State 

Poet au Pbince, JuZy 5, J9S7--4t p, m. 

[Received July 6 — 12:35 p, m.] 

62. Department’s 37, June 30, 1 p. m. President Bomo has handed 
me the following unsigned penciled memorandum: 

“The amendments presented to the Council of State were examined 
and arrived at in accord with the High Commissioner. There can be 
no question of withdrawing them now. The Government could only 
withdraw them if it replaced them by a single amendment designed 
to restore to the National Assembly its former existing right to amend 
the Constitution,” 


’ Not printed. 
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In this regard please refer to General EusselPs despatches numbers 
1006 and lOlS, dated respectively May 17 and 25,® especially the last 
paragraph thereof, as well as previous correspondence. 

President Borno asked whether, in view of Department’s unex- 
pected disapproval of the amendments, the Department would accept 
a single amendment suppressing article 128 and supplementing article 
42, giving the National Assembly power to amend. He mentioned 
wide-spread illiteracy existing in Haiti and expressed the hope that 
Department, since it does not appear to disapprove of suppression of 
bi-chambral legislature, will not insist on a referendum to a far less 
intelligent set of voters, namely, the masses who are not interested in 
anything but peace and comfort. 

The President shows evident uneasiness as a result of disapproval 
of amendments at this date and repeated his belief that all had been 
arranged with the knowledge and sanction of the Department who, 
he thought, had surely studied early proposals made and considered 
same carefully in order to be sure that no last minute objections would 
be raised by anyone in the United States. 

The President has just informed me that the Council of State has 
decided to end this session on or before August 6th and reminded me 
that any amendment to be voted in January should be approved be- 
fore this Council adjourns for the srnnmer. He is anxious to have 
definite expression of Department’s views on which he can depend. 
Although he states he cannot withdraw any amendments, I believe he 
would do so and I believe that a way can be found to save face. 
Indeed, withdrawal of objectionable amendments in an^er to con- 
siderable disapproval which exists here should prove a popular miti- 
gating circumstance and one which might remove apprehensions and 
even assist the remaining amendments to succeed. 

The President fears that a delayed ^Volte-face” has been made by 
the Department or that Department neglected to take interest in the 
whole question during the preliminary* discussions of the past several 
months. This unfortunate situation Ixas embarrassed the Legation in 
its relations with him and it may shake his future confidence in 
General Russell and in Department. I believe that it would pre- 
serve the President’s confidence in the High Commissioner and in the 
Department if a way could be found to place the responsibility for 
the belated opinion of the Department elsewhere than on General 
Russell or the Department. In this regard, the Department may 
count on my readiness to assume any responsibility which it considers 
will be accepted and believed by President Bomo. It appears of 
importance to expel from his mind the doubt which has entered and 
to reestablish that confidence and cooperation which has existed in 
the past 


Neither printed. 
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To summarize: The matter of the amendments remains at a stand- 
still, nobody knows of the apparent contradiction although there are 
rumors ; the incarceration of the journalists spares the President fur- 
ther embarrassment at this time; the President isi at present vexed 
and frightened, perhaps more frightened; he daily asks whether the 
Department has transmitted any new opinions; he requests an early 
and definite indication on which he can act. In the cities there is con- 
siderable academic criticism of the amendments; in the country people 
are indifferent as to technicalities so long as they see peace continuing 
and security and work uninterrupted by civil war, commandeering, 
and conscription is [in] passing armies. They are pleased with the 
prospect of eliminating present cruelty and corruption of judges of 
Court of First Instance. 

Please instruct as soon as convenient. 

Gross 


838.00/2350 : Telegram 

The Charge in Hcdti {Gross) to the Secretary of State 

Port au Pringb, July S, 19^7 — noon. 

[]^ceived 2 : 50 p. m.] 

65. Department’s 33, June 25.* I again saw President Borno late 
yesterday. He stated that he will accede to Department’s objections 
to amendment 6. However, he stated that even his adversaries 
admit that a 4-year Presidential term is too short in disturbed 
countries even with two terms possible. He mentioned that the 
Haitian Constitution of 1879 provided 7 years and that recent Cuban 
and Dominican Constitutions provide 6 years. The President states he 
prefers 7 years with immediate reelection to succeed self. He also 
mentioned that he favored amendment to article 42, reported in my 
59, June 29, 8 a. m.,* giving to the National Assembly the interpretation 
of Constitution. 

I believe that the present situation presents especially favorable 
time for the President to withdraw or modify (preferably to modify) 
amendment number 6 which should bring him personal [praisef], per- 
haps stalemate his bitterest critics, and not cause embarrassment of 
actually withdrawing amendment once proposed. Please instruct im- 
mediately if possible. 

Gross 

838,00/2350 : Telegram 

T7k6 Secretary of State to the OTiargi in Haiti (Gross) 

WAsmNcrooN, July 9^ 1997— H p. m. 

41. Your 66, July 8, noon. Department can not see its way to recom- 
mend adoption of Amendments 5, 6, and 9, or suppression of Axticles 


“Not printed. 
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94 to 99 of the Constitution. The Department is not disposed to object 
to the other reforms which have been submitted to the A^embly. 

Please informally advise President Borno of the Department’s views, 
expressing the hope that amendments which the Department finds it- 
self unable to recommend will not be enacted. 

If desired, a detailed statement of the Department’s views will be 
forwarded to you by mail. 

Ejsllogg 


838.00/2362 : Telegram 

The Charge in Haiti {Gtosb) to the Secretary of State 

Port au Prince, July 1927—11 a. m. 

[Received 1:10 p. m.] 

68. Department’s 41, July 9, 3 p. m. President Borno was visibly 
disturbed. He replied essentially as follows : 

^‘This defeats our purpose and leaves us practically impotent to 
reform the judiciary. If the Department of State wants a reform 
of the magistrature it must leave in my hands more leeway in the 
whole question of the courts. I still feel that some one in Washington 
studied and approved our court problem with General Russell. These 
objections give me the impression that Washin^on does not under- 
stand our problem here, does not realize the difference in manner of 
thought nor the folly of thinking that our people (undisciplined in 
the habits of a good and [impartial?] judiciary, of constitutional 
interpretation by the courts, of a free press which does not encourage 
the overstepping of decency can be governed by such liberal and 
democratic methods as can England and America whose people have 
the habit of good living.” 

However, after a frank and [full?] discussion the President con- 
sented to accede to nearly all of the Department’s objections. He 
added that he could not understand the reasons for these objections. 

In view of the approaching visit of President Vasquez ^ and the 
adjournment of Council of State I request that the Department tele- 
graph instead of writing its views mentioned in the last paragraph of 
its 41, July 9, 3 p. m. 

The President consents to drop amendment 5 but remarked that 
legislation becomes hollow if the courts can, as they sometimes do, 
negate legislative measures at will and out of political spleen. Former 
Haitian Constitutions made the legislature sole interpreter of the con- 
stitutionality of laws and this is apparently still the system in France 
whose jurisprudence is essentially that of Haiti. 

President Borno consents to drop amendment 6 but repeats objec- 
tions reported in my 65, July 8, noon. May I ask what is the Depart- 

* SeUor Horack) Vasaue«> President of the Dominican BepubUc ; for his visit to 
Haiti, ei&e vol. x, pp. 845 ft 
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ment’s reac|ion to the 7-year term without reelection suggested by the 
President as alternative? 

The President finally acceded to the Department’s other objections 
except two and he adcs that the Department reconsider its objections 
to the suppression of articles 95 and 99. Regarding article 95, one 
of the chief objections to the judicial reform was to take the Court 
of First Instance out of the Constitution and provide for it or for 
some other lower court by enactment of law. I believe committee of 
American Senate in 1920 recommended abolition of Court of First 
Instance.® 

Argument in favor of suppressing article 99 the same as mentioned 
above for amendment 5. 

The President appeared to favor the addition to amendment 8 of a 
reassuring paragraph something like the following: 

After a judge’s entry upon his second 5-year term he can, if his 
record shows noteworthy fidelity to duty and loyalty to the ^irit of 
justice, be appointed for life. Should he previously be retired for 
health or other reason he shall receive the Government pension of his 
grade for the remainder of his life. Upon his retirement his I>lace 
may be filled in the manner and for the reasons above stated provided 
that the number of judges shall never exceed that provided by law. 

As reported in my telegram No. 59, June 29, 8 a. m.,® the Council 
of State has proposed amendments to articles 36 and 42. President 
Bomo has accepted and included them in his approved draft. What 
are the Department’s views regarding them? Number 36 appears 
harmless and 42 covers much of the ground of amendment 5 and of 
article 99. 

Please instruct. 

Gross 


838.00/2352 : Telegram 

The Secretary of Staie to the Charge m Haiti {Cross) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, Jidy IJ^ 19^—1 p. m. 

45. Tour 68, July 12, 11 a. m. The Department has already stated 
in its No. 37, June 30, 1 p. m., that it did not express its approval of 
these amendments ; nor did anyone in the Department make any state- 
ment to High Commissioner Russell which might have been inter- 
preted as approval. 

The Department expects you to make these facts perfectly dear to 
President Borno. 

KxUjOQQ 

®See S. Kept. 794, 67tli Cong., 2d sess. : Im^uiry into the Ooeupaiian and 
Admimatration of Saiti <md the Dominiccm BepuWe^ p. 24. 

• Not printed ; see liis despatch No. 963, June 80, p. 54. 
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838.00/2362 ; Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in Haiti {Gross) 

Washington, July 18^ 19^7—11 a. m. 

46, Your 68, June 12, 11 a. m. Department’s objections to certain 
of the proposed constitutional amendments are briefly as follows : 

Amendment 5. It is felt that this concentrates too mucli power in 
the legislative branch, and would give just ground for criticism. It 
would enable the Legislature by law to deprive natives and aliens alike 
of rights guaranteed by the Constitution, without a remedy of any 
kind. The Department’s attention has been called to a case in which 
an American citizen was deprived by an act of the Legislature of the 
constitutional right to hold land. Moreover, adoption of the proposed 
Amendment would leave no check upon the Legislature, since its acts 
would not be reviewable. Without the power to interpret laws, the 
Courts could not apply them unless they were so clear as to need no 
interpretation. Legislatures, as a rule, do not have the faculty of 
framing their laws in such language as would render interpretation 
unnecessary. Furthermore, it is necessary in many instances for execu- 
tive officials to interpret the law. Consequently, to place such authority 
solely in the Legislature would render the executive and judicial 
branches, to a certain degree, impotent. While the Department 
thoroughly appreciates the difficulties which may have been caused 
to the Haitian Government and treaty officials by arbitrary action of 
the courts it does not believe that the proper remedy lies in taking 
away the power to interpret legislation from the courts and putting 
that same power in the hands of the legislative body. If a law is 
declared unconstitutional by the courts the power to enact a new 
law or alter the old law so that it will conform to the Constitution still 
rests with the legislative body. If the courts arbitrarily use their power 
to hamper the Government the proper remedy would be an improve- 
ment of the judicial personnel through careful exercise of the powers 
granted to the Executive by the eighth proposed amendment. 

Amendment 6. Department believes that the best interests of Haiti 
require that one man shall not remain in the Presidency more than 
8 years consecutively. If the proposed amendment should be passed 
it is presumed that President Borno might, by being reelected, remain 
in office for 14 consecutive years. The Department has the highest 
respect for President Borno and appreciates thoroughly the efforts 
he has made and is making to improve the condition of Haiti and the 
Haitian people as well as his very helpful attitude toward the Haitian 
treaty officials and his evident desire to advance and facilitate their 
work. The Department feels, however, that it would not be for the 
best interests of Haiti, nor would it be statesmanlike, to allow consider- 
ations of temporary expediency dictated by the great personal qualifi- 
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cations of President Bomo to overrule what it feels wUl be for the 
best interests of Haiti in the long run and feels sure that President 
Borno himself will agree that such a fundamental principle should 
not be sacrificed for personal considerations. Should President Bomo 
feel that there should be one term of 6 years for President without 
immediate reelection, the Department would have no objection to such 
an amendment, it being understood, of course, that President Borno 
himself would not be eligible at the next election. 

Amendment 9. Department considers it preferable that the date 
for the convocation of the primary assemblies shall be fixed by the 
constitution and shall not be subject to arbitrary postponement by the 
legislative body. 

A.rticle 95. Department is willing to reconsider its suppression of 
Article 95 and desires detailed report from you as to the end which is 
sought to accomplish and the actual changes which would be brought 
about in judicial procedure. 

Article 99. Since the Department cannot approve of the enactment 
of amendment number 5 for the reasons above stated it is considered 
essential that Article 99 be retained in the Constitution. 

The Department believes that the benefits which it is hoped will 
result from the enactment of proposed amendment number 8 would be 
lost if provisions were made for the appointment of judges for life 
after an initial term of 5 years. This would simply result in putting 
judges on their good behavior for a trial period after which the situa- 
tion would be the same as under the present Constitution. 

Your telegram 69, June 29, 8 a. m.^" 

Department offers no objection to the change of the term of a 
senator from 6 years to 4 years but sees no particular advantage in 
this alteration. 

Your telegram above referred to states that “The National As- 
sembly shall interpret the Constitution.” Department cannot ap- 
prove of any provision enabling the National Assembly to interpret 
the Constitution to the exclusion of this function by the Court of 
Cassation. 

Your despatch 963, June 30,^^ says that this proposed amendment 
will empower “the National Assembly to amend the constitution”. 
The Department is strongly convinced that any amendments to the 
Constitution should be submitted to the people. The Department 
understood that General Russell had discussed this with President 
Bomo and that President Borno agreed that it would be unwise to 
have the Constitution amended by the National ALSsembly without 
submitting the amendments to the people. The proposed amend- 

“Not printed, 

p. 54 
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ments as forwarded with your despatch 1018 provide that ‘‘these 
amendments shall be submitted for proper ratification at the next 
biennial reunion of the primary assembly”. The Department ap- 
proves of this method of amending the Constitution. 

Kellogg 

838.00/2360 : Telegram 

The Charge in Haiti (^Gross) to the Secretary of State 

PoHT Atr Pbince, July M, 19B7—8 p. m. 

[Received July 23 — 5 : 40 p. m.] 

82. Department’s 46, July 18, 11 a. m. The President is disposed 
to accept the Department’s conclusions. 

Regarding amendment 5 and article 99, the President feels that 
the Department should at least consent that the legislature should 
interpret the meaning of its own laws, otherwise intended meaning is 
lost. Furthermore he states that in federated countries like the 
United States decisions as to constitutionality of State laws naturally 
rests with a constitutional Supreme Court but in unitary countries 
like France and Haiti the legislature not only interprets meaning of 
its laws but also decides as to their being constitutional in order that 
political war between judiciary and legislature may not checkmate 
or interfere with legislation for the good of the people, as in the 
case of the now defunct Wharfage Law of January 12, 1927. Gen- 
eral Russell and Judge Strong both share the President’s views on 
this point. 

Regarding amendment 6, the President consents to make a public 
declaration of his noncandidacy for the next election in 1930. He 
therefore plans to propose a single 7-years term which he states is 
agreed by all factions to be the most satisfactory. Since the Depart- 
ment has accepted 6 years I have told the President I was of the 
opinion that 7 years would also be acceptable and would mention the 
same to the Department provided of course that he be not a candidate 
in 1930. Please confirm or refute. If the Department confirms I 
recommend the Department instruct me to suggest to the President 
text similar to the following: 

“The President of the Republic is elected for 7 years. His term 
begins and ends on May 15, No one who has been elected President 
or who is designated to complete a deceased President’s term of office, 
and who has served or been serving 4 or more years, shall be eligible 
for reelection until after an interval of 7 years.” 

Regarding article 95, the Department asks what aims are in view 
and what judicial changes will result from the suppression of this 
article. The President states that suppression of the article aims 

“ See the High Oommlasdoner's despatch No. 1018, June 1, p. 48. 
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at more latitude in formulating reforms admittedly desired, sucli as 
reforms in court of first instance which, the Department will recall 
was recommended in the summary of the report of the Senate 
committee under Senator McCormick. 

Regarding changes to be effected through suppression of article 
95, President states that, with courts of first instance remaining in 
the Constitution and the code of commerce named as a method of 
procedure, no rectification can ever be made in courts of appeal 
because these courts must always remain in order to review wrongs 
which will always result from trials by courts of first instance if 
same continue to exist by authority of the Constitution rather than 
by laws alterable to meet changing needs of the country. Article 95 
confines commercial procedure to a cumbersome, ineffective and ex- 
pensive procedure which is specified in the code of commerce; this 
necessitates the eicistence of and recourse to courts of appeal. 

Regarding article 99, an understanding sanctioned by the Depart- 
ment would seem to have been reached between General Russell and 
President Bomo. 

Request an early decision as to the 7-year term with the Presi- 
dent not a candidate at the next election. Request also a reply 
regarding article 95. Before replying as to article 99 please refer 
to my despatch number 1041, dated July 14,^* and to memorandum 
of Judge Strong, dated July 12,“ and transmitted therewith, espe- 
cially the last page and paragraph thereof. 

Gross 


888.00/2359 ; Pelegram 

TTie Secretary of State to the Charge in Haiti (Gross) 

Washington, Jtily IBS, 19S7—1 p. m. 

49. The Department has received the following telegram from 
General Russell: 

“Through the Haitian Minister at Paris I have received a telegram 
from President Borno reading as follows: ‘Inform General Russell 
that Department of State has raised objections to the constitutionsd 
amendments. Make known to him that it is urgent to obtain a 
solution of question.’ 

Early in May I discussed proposed amendments with Mr. Wilson 
and Mr. Baker “ and it was my understanding that the l^partment 
was in accord except on article covering the eleoaon of president . . . 

“Not printed. 

“ Not printed ; Eidiard TJ. Strong was legal adviser to the High Oomzalasioner 
in HaitL 

“ Warden McK. Wilson of the Division of Latin American Attairs, and X R. 
Baker of the Office of the Solicitor. 
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If the Department does not agree to article 6 as now proposed I 
recommend that it be suggested to President Bomo that he publicly 
announce that he has no mtention of ^ain being a candidate for the 
presidency and that consequently it is immaterial to him whether 
or not the last paragraph of article 6 be retained excepting the first 
three words. 

Concerning the other proposed amendments, I am of the opinion 
that those relating to the judiciary and communes are absolutely essen- 
tial for the development of Haiti and the carrying out of the provisions 
of the treaty and 1 therefore cannot too strongly urge the Department’s 
prompt accord.” 

The Department has today sent the following reply to General 
Bussell : 

“The Departinent never expressed its approval of the proposed 
amendments which you brought to its attention in May. They were 
not at that time in their final form and the Department expected that 
before submission to the Council of State or any expression of approval 
by you they would be submitted to the Department for careful study 
and consideration and an expression of opinion. In a despatch dis- 
cussing the proposed amendments, dated May IV' received May 25, 
you informed the Department that you would forward a revised draft 
to the Department for its information. Nothing further was heard 
on the subject until your arrival in Washington on June 7, when the 
Department learned to its great surprise that the amendments had been 
submitted to the Council of State and given to the press on June 6, 
and that you had apparently expressed your full approval of them. 

The Department immediately gave careful study to the amendments 
and telegraphed Mr. Gross that it could not see its way to recommend 
the adoption of amendments five, six and nine, or the suppression of 
articles 94 to 99 of the Constitution. Mr. Gross was instructed to ad- 
vise President Bomo of the Department’s views, expressing the hope 
that the amendments which the Department found itself unable to 
recommend would not be enacted. 

The Department could not approve of the concentration of too much 
power in the legislative branch since this would leave no check upon 
the legislature, whose acts would not be reviewable. 

The Department could not approve the extension of the term of 
President Bomo to 14 years when his term is expressly limited to 
8 years by <h.e present Constitution. It was felt that both of these 
provimons tended to set up a dictatorship which would be subject 
to just criticism and the responsibility for which would be laid on the 
D^artment. 

The Department further considered it preferable that the date of 
the convocation of the primary assemblies should be fixed by the Con- 
stitution and should not be subject to arbitrary postponemait by the 
legislative b^y.” 

Kjixogq 


‘Not printed. 


828422 — 42 — ^vol. Ill 11 
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838.00/2850 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge m Haiti {Gross) 

Washington, July 23, 1927 — 2 p. m. 

60. The Department in stating in its telegram No. 41, July 9, 
S p. m. that it was not disposed to object to Amendments other than 
6, 6 and 9 presmned that the eighth Amendment giving the President 
the right to revoke “the public officials attached to the Court of Cas- 
sation and other courts, the justices of the peace and their substitutes” 
did not contemplate that the President would have the right to 
remove the judges of the Court of Cassation or of the other courts. 
In other words, after the President appoints the members of these 
courts in accordance with Article E of the twelfth Amendment it was 
the Department’s understanding that they cannot then be removed 
during the period of their appointment except by impeachment pro- 
ceedings for cause. Please have President Bomo and Judge Strong 
confirm this to you and telegraph Department. 

Cable the number of judges on the Court of Cassation. 

In view of uncertainty of translation of word “forfeiture” in Arti- 
cles 100 and 101 of the French text of the Haitian Constitution 
inquire of Judge Strong whether this covers all cases for which 
impeachment proceedings would be justified against any judge. 

EjeiLLooo 


838.00/236T : Telegram 

The Charge m Haiti {Gross) to the Secretary of State 

Port au Prince, July 29, 1927 — 2 p. m. 

[Keceived August 1 — 12 : 30 p. m.] 

85. Department’s 50, July 28, 2 p. m. President Borno states that 
he does not contemplate that amendments to [amendment] 8 jfiiall 
permit the President to remove judge before the expiration of his 
term. The President further states that impeachment is the only way 
a judge could be removed before the end of his term. The President 
further confirms the above and suggests that after the changes in the 
Constitution have been made it would be proper to enact a law pro- 
viding for the removal of judges for incompetency, neglect of duty 
or physical disability; decision in the premises to be arrived at by 
the Superior Council of Magistrates which tmder the law of May 12, 
1920, now has the power of supervision only. 

Eleven judges of Cassation. 

Judge Strong states that the word “forfaiture” in article 100 and 
101 of the French text of the Constitution does not cover all cases for 
which impeachment proceedings would be ent^tained agaixmt any 
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judge. He states that “forfaiture is deiBbaed in the Larousse legal 
dictionary as being ^every crime committed by a public officer in the 
discretion of his duties’ and therefore refers only to crime in office”. 

Kegarding amendment 8, the Department may desire that I ask 
President Borno to add to that amendment the provision that a judge 
once nominated by the President cannot be removed before the end 
of 5-years term except by impeachment for cause. 

Gross 


838.00/2367 : Telegram 

The SecTetary of State to the Charge in Haiti (Gross) 

Washington, Augitst 16, 19S7—noon. 

60. Your 85, July 29, 2 p. m. 

1. Amendment 6. The Department feels that if any change in 
the present Constitution is to be made a 6 year term without reelec- 
tion would be preferable, it being clearly understood that President 
Bomo is not to be a candidate again until after an interval of at 
least 6 years. The Department suggests the following text : 

“The President of the Eepublic is elected for 6 years. His term 
begins a,nd ends on May 16. No one who has been elected President 
or who is designated to complete a President’s term of office shall be 
eligible for reelection until after an interval of 6 years. A citizen 
who has been elected President twice shall not thereafter be eligible 
for that office.” 

2. The Department believes that a provision should be added to 
Amendment 8 to the effect that a judge once appointed by the Presi- 
dent cannot be removed before the end of his term except for im- 
peachment for cause. The Department believes the treaty officials 
should give careful consideration to the question of improving the 
laws governing impeachment and the procedure provided. The De- 
partment is of the opinion that the terms of all the judges of the 
Court of Cassation should not expire at the same time, and further- 
more that all of the members of the Court should not be appointed 
during any one presidential term. Otherwise there is too great a 
danger of the judidary being subservient to the executive. The 
Department fails to see the necessity for 11 judges of Cassation in a 
country the size of Haiti and believes that this number could be 
reduced to 6 without seriously delaying the course of justice. The 
Department accordingly desires you to propose that the number of 
judges be reduced to 6, appointed for a term of 10 years, the term 
of one judge to expire every 2 years. Under the transitory provi- 
sions the President would appoint a new Court of Cassation as soon 
as the amendments to the Constitution go into effect. The 6 judges 
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then named should he appointed for terms of varying lengths rang- 
ing from 2 to 10 years. 

The Department further believes that other judges should be ap- 
pointed for a term of 7 years subject to removal for cause on the 
recommendation of a committee of the Court of Cassation after due 
investigation. 

3. The Department does not object to the suppression of Article 95 
provided the treaty officials are sure that beneficial reforms will re- 
sult from suppression of this article. 

4. The Department cannot withdraw its objection to the suppres- 
sion of Article 99. 

Kellogg 


838.00/2375 : Telegram 

TTiq Charge in Haiti {Gross) to the Secretary of State 

Port au Prince, August 18, 19Z6 \192T\ — 1 p. m. 

[Received 2 : 55 p. m.] 

97. Department’s 60, August 16, noon, regarding constitutional 
amendments. 

Please instruct whether the Department approves of the Pr^i- 
dent’s contention, previously reported, that the Legislature can 
explain or interpret the meaning of its laws. Please note tbig is 
not interpretation as to constitutionality but simply explanation as 
to the meaning and intent at the time any law was passed by the 
Legislature. 

The President informs me that the Council of State will reconvene 
the first week in September. 

Gross 


838.00/2376 : Telegram 

The Charge in Haiti (Gross) to the Secretary of Staie 

Port au Prince, August !?)?, 19^—8 p. m. 

[Received August 23 — *l : 10 p, m.] 
98. The substance of the Department’s telegram 60, August 16, 
noon was duly communicated to the President. In general his 
opinions coincide with those of the Department but he stated that 
most of the changes recommended by the Department would natu- 
rally and necessarily be regulated by the laws which will be enacted 
after the amendments are passed. He added that some of the De- 
partment’s suggestions are hardly material which can be included 
in the text of a constitution. 
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We talked at length on the questions still outstanding. 

Kegarding amendment 5 to article 67, the President hopes the 
Department will approve of the provision by which legislature 
interprets the meaning of its own laws. This does not concern the 
question of constitutionality because constitutionality normally would 
come before the court after the legislature had explained the mean- 
ing of any unclear laws. 

Eegarding amendment 6 to article 72, the President disagreed with 
the Department and gave as his reason that if an ad interim Presi- 
dent, elected to fill a short imexpired term, were disqualified to suc- 
ceed himself for one full term, the best candidates would refuse to 
accept the office and would prefer to be elected for a full term of 
6 years. The President asks whether the Department would accept 
the text of articles 90 and 93 of the Constitution of 1899 [1889'\ 
substituting the word six for the word seven. President Bomo 
assured me he would not be a candidate at the next election and 
that he would engage himself to that effect with the Department. 
However he feels that a public statement [apparent omission] to that 
extent, deeming it might precipitate a political realignment which 
might jeopardize the passage of the amendment next January. 

Concerning the Department’s remarks relating to amendment 8 to 
article 89, President Bomo agrees to add provision that a judge once 
appointed cannot be revoked by the appointing power but will remain 
in office and not subject to removal or suspension except for reasons 
and in a manner to be established by law. The laws contemplated 
will, he assured me, satisfy the Department’s suggestion regarding 
crime and misconduct in or out of office. 

Kegarding amendment 9 to article 107, the President [desired?] 
that the words “tenth of January” be substituted for the words “on the 
dates”. 

Kegarding amendment 11 to article 118, President Bomo explained 
the desire to carry out this apparently useless amendment in order to 
dignify career in the gendarmerie and change the unpopular French 
word “gendarmerie” to something like National Guard, Kepublican 
Guard, or simply Guard, because, he stated, the better Haitians have 
an aversion to associating themselves with a gendarmerie and become 
gendarmes thereby. 

Kegarding suppression of article 99, the President again mentioned 
that in France, which is a imitary country like Haiti, the Legislature 
decides constitutionality of laws, sometimes however asking the ad- 
vice of the jurists. The President repeats that no comparison exists 
between the well disciplined United States and the amateur judiciary 
in Haiti. He is reluctant to retain this article and desires to draw 
the attention of the Department once again to his reasons for its 
suppression or modification. 
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In concluding the President asked that I hand him at an early date 
a definite list of the amendments approved by the Department in view 
of the approaching opening of the Council of State 10 days from now. 

In this regard it is my present understanding that the following 
amendments are acceptable or at least not unacceptable to the De- 
partment in their present form and without changes other than those 
discussed telegraphically since June 15th last : Amendments to articles 
2, 16, 19, 36, 87, 85, 89, 109, 118, and article E of the Constitution as 
well as the suppression of articles 90, 91, 92, 93, 96, 104, 106, 106, 119 
and the last paragraph of article 77. It is likewise my present under- 
standing that the amendments proposed to the following articles are 
not yet finally approved or disapproved by the Department: Articles 
67, 72, 89, 107 and the suppression of article 99. 

Please confirm the above and instruct at the earliest possible date. 

GiK)6S 


838.00/2875 : Telegram 

TAe Secretary of Staie to the Choirge m Haiti {Gross) 

Washington, August ZS, 19S7 — 6 p. m. 

61. Your 97, August 18, 1 p. m. Department does not understand 
your question. As stated in No. 60, the Department cannot withdraw 
its objection to the suppression of Article 99. This prevents the 
legislature from passing upon the constitutionality of the laws but 
does not prevent it from passing any law containing explanation or 
interpretations when it may please to do so. It does not seem neces- 
sary to expressly provide for this right in the Constitution and to 
do so may cause confusion. 

Your despatch 1064, August 1, 1927.“ To summarize: The De- 
partment has no objection to the extra amendment proposed by the 
Council of State to Article 36 of the Constitution but would point 
out that it now being proposed that the Presidential term shall be 
extended to 6 years it would seem preferable to leave the term of 
senators unchanged. Also it is possible to provide for renewal by 
one-third every 2 years with a 6 year term. The Department does 
object to part 4 of the new amendment proposed by the Council of 
State to Article 42 of the Constitution as stated in the Department’s 
46, of July 18. The Department approves the text as submitted in 
your despatch of amendments 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 10, 11, and amendment 12 
if the term is changed to 10 years. 

Amendment 6. See objections contained in Department’s ^ of 
July 18. 


^"Not printed. 
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Amendment 6. The Department hopes that the President wHl see 
fit to accept the text as suggested in the Department’s 60 of August 16. 
Additional paragraphs should be discarded. The Department con- 
siders that Article 77 of the Constitution takes care in the best pos- 
sible way of the emergency created by a vacancy in the Presidential 
chair. 

Amendment 8. Please follow the Department’s suggestions con- 
tained in No. 60 of August 16 and submit final text to the Depart- 
ment by cable. 

Amendment 9. Department cannot approve this amendment for 
the reasons stated in its No. 46. 

As stated above and in the Department’s No. 46 the Department is 
firmly convinced that neither Article 77 nor 99 of the Constitution 
should be suppressed. The Department has consented to the sup- 
pression of Article 95. See Department’s 60. The Department does 
not object to the suppression of Article 119 since this appears to be 
covered by amendment 11. 

EninoGO 


838.00/2378 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of Staie to the Charge in Hcdti {Gross) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washutoton, Augmt •SS, 19^—2 p. m. 

63. With reference to your No. 98, August 22, 8 p. m., Department 
has already covered all points in question and after careful considera- 
tion does not feel able to change its position. Department regrets 
that it caimot agree with President Borno on suppression of article 
99; and although the President’s point of view has been taken into 
consideration, the Department feels that this article should remain 
in the Constitution. 

Department perceives no reason for making any change in article 
107. If words “tenth of January” are substituted for the words “on 
the dates” in proposed amendment, Department desires to know what 
is aim sought to accomplish by suppressing paragraphs 2, 3, and 4 
of article 107. 

Department will not alter its suggestions on amendment number 6 
and the retention of article 77. Last paragraph of your telegram 
was somewhat garbled but Department’s attitude was fully stated in 
its No. 61, August 23, 6 p. m., which you should carefully follow. 

Casxub 
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838.00/2380 : Telegram 

The Ohairge in Haiti {Gross) to the Secretary of State 

Port au Prince, Augwst £9, 19£7 — 6 p. m. 

[Received August 30—6 p. m.] 

100. Department’s 63, August 25, 2 p. m. Regarding amendment 5 
to article 67, the President is willing to withdraw this amendment. 

Regarding amendment 6 to article 72, President Bomo states that 
in the public interest he prefers to withdraw this amendment entirely 
and leave article 72 as it now is, although he states he is convinced 
that 4 years is too short a term. He states he fears that under the 
second sentence of the Department’s text of telegram every one would 
refuse to be candidate for a short unexpired term as President. This 
he stated might cause a crisis and invite bold action and the subsequent 
revision of this [article!?] of the Constitution by the successful aggres- 
sors. Although I believe that in the President’s mind this remote 
possibility is a real danger, he admits that such a situation would 
probably never arise except perhaps in the case of an extremely short 
unexpired term. The President is reluctant to give up the 6-year 
term which he states is universally considered as better for Haiti than 
4 years with the hope and uncertainty of reelection incident thereto. 
He states that he is not in favor of a Vice President to fill unexpired 
term because of ever present friction. In this regard he cites Santo 
Domingo. 

In view of the fact that this is the amendment that is met with most 
opposition throughout the country because of the fear that President 
Borno seeks to prolong his present term, the withdrawal of this 
amendment would very probably remove much of the exaggerated pro- 
test w:hich exists against the amendments as a whole. 

Regarding amendment 8 to article 89, the President proposes the 
following text : 

“The judicial power is exercised by a Court of Cassation and inferior 
courts whose number, organization, and jurisdiction shall be regulated 
by law. 

The President of the Republic shall appoint the judges of all the 
courts. He shall appoint and revoke the prosecuting attorneys 
assigned to the Court of Cassation and the other courts, as well as 
the justices of peace and their assistants. 

The judges of the Court of Cassation shall be named for 7 years 
and those of the permanent courts other than those of the justice of 
peace shall be appointed for 5 years. 

A ju<^e once named shall not during his term of office be revotod 
by the !&cecutive authority. However all judges shall be subject to 
the provisions of ancles 100, 101, 102 of this (^institution and to the 
diroosition of fecial laws organizing the magistrature. 

.fudges of Cassation who have served for 25 years of which 8 
shall have been on the Court of Assizes, wi&out ireprimand or im- 
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peachment, may, if they enjoy a good reputation publicly and pro- 
fessionally, be declared eligible for permanent appointment subject to 
existing pension laws.” 

The Department might prefer the following wording for the last 
paragraph : 

“The reappointment of a Judge of Cassation who shall have served 
as a judge for not less than 25 yearSj including not less than 8 years 
as a Judge of Cassation, shall be eligible for life appointment subject 
to existing laws.” 

Regarding amendment 9, the President is willing to withdraw it 
and retain the text of the existing Constitution. He states that his 
original reason for proposing this amendment was that the ground 
it covers in paragraphs 2 and 3 is already covered by articles 29, 35, 
39, and 128 of the Constitution. 

It appeared therefore that, excepting amendment 8 of article 89, the 
amendments are now either acceptable to the Department and Presi- 
dent Borno or have been withdrawn. Please instruct regarding 
amendment 8. 

Gsoss 


838.00/2380 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of Stoic to the Chargi m Haiti (Gross) 

Washington, Augmt SI, 1927—^ p. m. 

66. Your 100, August 29, 6 p. m. Regarding amendment 6 to Arti- 
cle 72 <he President seems to have been given the wrong impression 
of the Department’s views. The Department has at no time sug- 
gested that the office of Vice-President be created nor has it objected 
to an amendment changing the term of office of the President to 6 
years provided he is not eligible to succeed himself. On the con- 
trary the Department in its No. 60 of August 16 suggested a new 
and satisfactory text extending the term of office to 6 years. How- 
ever, should President Bomo prefer to retain Article 72 without 
amendment the Department will not object. The Department does 
not share the President’s views concerning the dangers of the present 
provisions governing succession in case of a vacancy. 

Regarding amendment 8 to Article 89 the Department wishes you 
to urge very strongly on the President the advisability of retaining 
the suggested term of 10 years for judges of the Court of Cassation 
and of 7 years for other judges. You have not mentioned Depart- 
ment’s suggestion that the number of judges of the Court of Cassa- 
tion be reduced. Has the President given this suggestion his con- 
mderation? 


Castub 
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838.00/238S : Telegram 

The Charge in Haiti {Gross) to the Secretary of State 

Port au Pbincb, September 5, 1927 — 11 a. m. 

[Keceived September 6 — 10:40 a. m.] 

106. Department’s 66, August 31, 6 p. m. It is true that the De- 
partment at no time suggested that the office of Vice President be 
created. President Borno mentioned this to me in our conversations 
regarding possible ways of orderly fulfillment of an miexpired Pres- 
idential term. The President has decided to leave article 72 in the 
Constitution as it is. In making this decision he stated again that 
he would have preferred a single term of 6 years without re-eligibility 
until after 6-year interval, provided the person elected to fill an 
imexpired Presidential vacancy would be sure of a 6-year incum- 
bency in that office as was provided in tihe Constitution of 1889. He 
noticed that the text proposed by the Department omitted the clause 
prohibiting unlimited reelection President. 

Regarding the terms of judges. President Borno is willing to 
accept term of 10 years for judges of Court of Cassation and of 7 
years for other judges. However he referred to the apparent ease 
with which Wharf Company obtains judicial approval of its acts 
as one more argument in favor of short terms for judges. 

Regarding Department’s suggestion that the number of judges of 
the Court of Cassation be reduced, the President stated as pre- 
viously reported that this question will be carefully considered when 
framing the laws organigdng the magistrature. He mentioned that 
the Haitian Constitution, like that of the United States, does not 
stipulate the number of judges on the courts. Nevertheless the Presi- 
dent agrees in principle with the Department’s suggestion that the 
number of judges be reduced. As the Department doubtless knows 
there always [have?] been two sections to the Court of Cassation 
which for certain purposes hold combined sessions. Reference is 
made thereto in articles 99, 100, 101 of the Constitution. Each of 
these sections requires a modification of three judges. The Presi- 
dent considers seven judges preferable to five. 

Does the Department desire a final written or telegraphic draft 
of the Amendments as they stand after being changed in accordance 
with telegrams exchanged since June 15th ? 

The first available steamer leaves Port au Prince September 7th. 
Final draft could not reach the Department before September 18th. 
Please instruct. 


Gross 
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838.00/2386 : Telegram 

The Charge in Haiti {Gross) to the Secretary of State 

Port au Prince^ September 9^ 1987 — 4, p, m, 

[Eeceived 10 : 55 p. m.] 

112. Herewith the constitutional changes which President accepts 
and which, according to my records, the Department also approves. 
Please see typewritten draft transmitted to Department with des- 
patch number 1054 dated August first.^^ 

Articles 2, 16, 19, 36, 37, 85, 109, 118, remain as indicated in 
above-mentioned draft. 

The following articles of the existing Constitution are cancelled: 
Articles 90, 91, 92, 93, 95, 104, 105, 106, and 119. 

Article 89 is amended to read as follows : 

“The judicial power is exercised by a Court of Cassation and 
inferior courts whose organization and jurisdiction shall be regulated 
by law. 

The President of the Eepublic shall appoint the judges of all the 
courts. He shall appoint and revoke the prosecuting attorneys 
assi^ed to the Court of Cassation and the other courts, as well as 
the ]ustices of peace [and] their assistants. 

The judges of the Court of Cassation shall be named for 10 years 
and those of the permanent courts other than those of the justices 
of peace shall be appointed for 7 years. 

A judge once named shall not during his term of office be revoked by 
the Executive authority. However, ^ judges shall be subject to the 
provisions of articles 100, 101, 102, of the Constitution and to the 
dispositions of special laws organizing the judiciary and setting forth 
the reasons for which a judge may be relieved of his office. 

A Judge of Cassation who shall have served as a judge for not less 
than 25 years, including not less than 8 years as a Judge of Cassation, 
shall be eligible for life appointment, subject provisions of the pre- 
ceding paragraph of this amendment.” 

Remainder following.^® 

Gross 


888.00/2387 : Tdicgram 

The Charge in Haiti (Cross) to the Secretary of State 

Poet att Pbinob \wndat6S\. 

[Beceired September 9, 1937 — 11 : 40 p. m.] 

113. Continuation of telegram of September 9, 4 p. m., Article E of 
the transitory provision of the Constitution is amended as follows : 

‘TCn the 12 months following the going into effect of these amend- 
ments, the Executive Power is authorized to proceed with the persoimel 
of the courts and make the changes which he deems necessary. 

” Not printed. 

” See xmdated telegram, iMfra. 
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The Judges whom he retains, as will be the case^ with the 
judges whom he names, shall be vested^ with a commission for 
10 years in the cases of the Judges of Cassation and 7 years in the cases 
of judges of the permanent courts other than justices of peace. 

These commissions become effective from the [date] which appears 
on them as provided in the amended article 89 of the Constitution. 

In order to establish in the courts periodic succession of judges, the 
Executive is authorized in the first appointments, to name certain [of 
the?] judges for terms of less than the above-mentioned terms. A law 
will estaUish the manner of making these appointments.” 

Gross 


838.011/75 : Telegram 

The High Commissioner in Haiti {Russell) to the Secretary of State 

Port au Prince, Septerriber 26^ 19^7 — 6 p. 

[Keceived September 27 — 1 : 15 p. m.] 

125. Referring to the Department’s draft of article 72 of the 
amendments to the Constitution. President Borno points out that 
if President died or the oflSlce otherwise became vacant after 5 or 
more years the proposed text would only permit of the election of 
a President for a few months and he would then become ineligible. 
In view of the scarcity of Presidential timber in Haiti, President 
Borno believes this amendment would impose an undue hardship on 
Haiti and he proposed to return to the situation existing under the 
Constitution of 1889 with a change from 7 to 6 years. This situation 
was fixed by articles 90 and 93 of said Constitution. 

Following this idea article 90 would become article 71 [7^] of the 
Constitution of 1918 to be amended to read as follows : 

‘^Article 72. The President of the Republic is elected for 6 years 
and is not immediately eligible for reelection. He will begin his 
duties on May 15, except when he is elected to fill a vacancy ; in such 
case he is elected for a term of 6 years and his functions will always 
expire on the 15th day of May even though his 6 years are not 
completed.^ Any person who has served as President becomes eligible 
for reelection after an interval of 6 years. A citizen who has been 
elected President twice shall not thereafter be eligible for office.” 

Article 93 of the Constitution of 1889 is replaced by Article 77 
of the Constitution of 1918. That article, therefore, should be 
amended to read as follows : 

‘‘Article 77* In case of vacancy in the office of the President, the 
Council of the Secretaries of State is temporarily clothed with the 
Executive power. 

^ “It will immediately convoke the National Assembly for the elec- 
tion of his successor. 

“If the Legislative Assembly is in session, the National Assembly 
will be convoked without delay. If the Le^slative Assembly is not 
in session, the National Assembly will be convoked in ocmformity 
with article 45.” 
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Amendments made in this form I believe carry out President 
Borno’s ideas which appear to be entirely reasonable and meet with 
the Department’s views. 

As the Council of State is now in session awaiting to vote on the 
amendments an early reply is requested. 

Russell 


838,011/77 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the High Gommissioner in Haiti {Bussell) 

Washington, October i, 19^7 — 11 a, m. 

83. Your 125, September 26, 6 p. m. Please inform President 
Borno that the Department has read the text of the suggested amend- 
ments to Article 72 and 77 of the constitution as set forth in your 
telegram and has no objection to make to either but suggests with 
a view to the removal of all ambiguity respecting the provisions of 
Article 72 it would be better to change it to read as follows : 

^‘With the exception noted in the next paragraph, the President 
of the Republic shall be elected for 6 years. He shall not be immedi- 
ately eligible for reelection. 

‘^He shall enter upon his duties upon May 15th of the year in 
which he shall be elected, except when he has been elected to fill a 
vacancy, in which case he shall enter upon his duties immediately 
after his election and his term of office shall cease and determine 
6 years from the immediately preceding 16th of May. 

“One who has served as President becomes eligible for reelection 
after an interval of 6 years following the expiration of his term of 
office, unless he has been elected President twice, in which case he 
shall not thereafter be eligible for that office.” 

The text of the other amendments given in your despatch No. 1076 
of September 10^® conforms with previous agreement and the De- 
partment’s suggestions. There is therefore apparently no reason 
why the President should not now submit the amendments to the 
Council of State. 

Kellogg 


888.011/82 

The High Oommissio'ner in Haiti {Russell) to the Secretary of Stale 

No. 1089 Port au Prince, October -4, 1927. 

[Received October 11.] 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart- 
ment’s telegram No. 83, dated October 1, 11 a. m. 

Upon careful reading of the Department’s suggestion, regarding 
the provisions of Article 72, it appeared that the wording “unless 
he has been elected President twice, in which case he shall not be 


“Not printed. 
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eligible for that office” "would disqualify the candidate from serving 
immediately on his second election. I therefore added in paragraph 
8 of said Article 72, after the "word “election”, the "words “and has 
served as”, thus making two terms of office the disqualifying factor 
rather than two elections. 

In the last line of the last paragraph of Article 72 the word “not” 
did not appear. The omission was ob"(dous and probably due to 
garbling of message in sending. I therefore inserted the word “not” 
after the word “thereafter”. 

President Borno expressed his entire agreement and stated that 
the amendments would probably be voted Wednesday, October 6th. 

I have [etc.] John H. Russell 


838.00/2406 : Telegram 

The High Commissioner in Haiti (^Russell) to the Secretary of State 

Port au Prince, October 5, 19^—11 a. m. 

[Received 2 : 36 p. m.] 

186. President Borno this morning sent for me and stated that a 
number of members of Council of State representing a majority had 
just called on him and desired to change paragraph 1 of article 72 to 
read that the term of office of President shall last for 6 years, this in 
order to give him (President Borno) two more years. I informed 
him that I could not agree to such a radical change without first 
obtaining approval of the Department. The President stated that 
there was not time for that as the amendments must be voted today 
and that he would consequently request the Council not to m ake the 
change it desires. 

Russell 


838.011/83 

The High Conmissionsr in Haiti (^Bussell) to the Secretary of State 

[Extract] 

Ifo. 1095 Port au Prince, October i!?, 19S7. 

[Received October 20.] 

Sna: I have the honor to report that the proposed amendments to 
the Haitian Constitution of 1918, were passed by the Council of State 
on Wednesday, October 5, 1927, and were approved the same day by the 
President. 

It appears, however, that the publication of Article 77 was, through 
negligence, omitted. It was, therefore, necessary to publish an extra 
edition of the Momtevtr, imder date of October 8, 1927, reciting anew 
the proposed amendments and including Article 77. A copy of the 
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extra edition is herewith attached, as well as an English translation 
thereof.®® 

Keferring to the amendments, it will he noted tliat they conform 
closely to the final draft as agreed upon. 

I have [etc.] John H. Russell 

AMENDMENTS TO THE HAITIAN ELECTORAL LAW OF 1919” 

SSS.OOBlectoral Law/7 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Charge in Haiti {Groes) 

[P^iraphrase] 

Washington, Jvly f , 1927—^ p. m. 

38. Department wishes you to telegraph present status of the 
electoral law and whether there is any possibility of enactment of 
the proposed law in near future, in which event you will request 
delay until the Department is able to express its views. The Depart- 
ment has not approved any final draft of such a law. 

Oms 


8S8.00Electoral Law/10 : Telegram 

The Charge in Haiti {Gross) to the Secretary of State 

Port av Peinge, July 9, 1927 — noon. 

[Received 3:25 p. m.] 

67. Department’s 40, July 8, noon.®® Electoral law has been re- 
ferred to Minister of the Interior for study and preparation of text 
reforming old law. Will obtain text in the present form and com- 
municate to the Department for the consideration of new proposals 
before the same are laid before Council of State. 

Gross 


888.00Mectoral Law/12 : Telegram 

TJie Acting Secretary of State to the Charge in Haiti {Groes) 

[Paraphrase] 

WASi^rN-GTON, Seftember 16^ 1&B7 — 3 y. m. 
74. You will inform President Borno that Department would be 
pleased to have opportunity to examine proposed electoral law before 
it is acted upon by Council of State. 


*^Not printed. The amendments to the Constitution were adopted by a popular 
plebiscite held Jan, 10-11, 1928. See Constitution de 19X8 de la RepulUque WHoAtif 
Amen^ee par le FlehUoite de 10 et 11 Jcmvier 1928 (Port an Prince, 1928) 

”For previous correspondence concerning reform of the electoral law, see 
foreign JtekitionSf 1925, vol. ii, pp. 294 IT. Por text of the law, see Bulletm des 
Lois et Actes AwnAe 1913 (Port an Prince, 1920), p. 251. 

“Not printed. 
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Department prefers not to give opinion at present on modification 
relating to personnel of boards of each district. This matter appears 
to be one of internal administration which should affect in no way 
the successful carrying out of treaty provisions. 

Carr 


SSS.OOElectoral Law/13 ; Telegram 

The Charge m Haiti {Choss) to the Secretary of State 

Poet atj Peinoe, Septemher 17, 1927 — 2 p. m. 

[Received 6:15 p. m.] 

119. Department’s 74. No steamboat to New York before Septem- 
ber 22. Text of President’s amendment to tbe existing electoral law 
could not reach Department before September 29. Hence this 
telegram. 

The law referred to in my 115, September 12, noon,’*® is a law modi- 
fying articles numbers 18, 25, 26, 51 and 62 only, of the electoral 
law of 1919 as follows : 

Article number 18 amended to provide that a registry of voters be 
kept open at Communal Building four hours daily until December 31. 
No mention is made of the day from which registry should remain 
open although existing article number 13 mentions October 1st. 

Article number 25, as modified, defines primary assemblies as 
consisting of all citizens duly registered in the electoral list of any 
election district who carry with them their electors cards. 

Article 26 as modified, provides that primary assemblies elect 
Senators and Deputies only when occasion arises. Modification also 
adds authority to amend Constitution which was omitted in the 
article of the old law. 

Under present article 51, the election board in each district is com- 
posed of dean of the court of first instance, local states attorney and 
the local inspector of schools. The new proposal substitutes prefect 
and office of the etai civil (vital statistics) for the dean and the 
school inspector respectively. 

Article 62 is amended to read 

“Every individual who shall have committed or attempted to com- 
mit acts of violence, provoked or attempted to provoke a tumult 
capable of prejudicing election proceedings shall be, on the written 
order of the justice of the peace or of the prosecuting attorney, 
detained in the prison of the locality for 24 hours. 

Those who with the aid of false news, of subversive conveimtion 
or other maneuvers, shall have influenced or attempted to influence 
voters, shall have convinced or attempted to convince one or more 
electors to abstain from voting, shall be punished by imprisonment 
of from 6 months to 1 year and by a fine of from 600 to 1,000 gourdes.” 


Not printed. 
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The old article 62 provided that a person imprisoned upon written 
order was deprived of his vote at the election in process. As the 
Department will note above, the text of the article now proposed 
omits this provision. 

I have communicated to the President the substance of the first 
part of the Department’s telegram 74; he hopes for an early 
expression of opinion. 

Geoss 


SSS.OOElectoral Law/16 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Charge in Haiti {Gross) 

Washington, September 1927 — 6 p. m. 

78. Your 119, September 17, 2 p. m. The Department wishes to 
render all possible assistance in conformity with President Borno’s 
desire to expedite the passage of the suggested amendments to the 
electoral law of 1919 so that the new provisions may go into effect 
in time for the elections of January 10, 1928. However, the Depart- 
ment is unable to give its opinion as to either the second or third 
paragraphs of your telegram as they leave the Department in doubt 
as to their meaning. Articles 18 and 25 of the law of 1919 seem 
to provide for exactly the things which you outline as a part of the 
new amendments. 

Article 26. The Department feels that the suggested change is un- 
necessary inasmuch as the Transitory Provisions of the constitution 
take care of the present situation in a satisfactory manner. The 
electoral law it is felt should not be modified to meet temporary 
situations but with a view to permanence. The Department does not 
imderstand the proposed modification which ‘^adds authority to amend 
the constitution”. The Constitution itself provides how it shall be 
amended and it would seem clear that this is not a matter which should 
be dealt with in the electoral law. 

Article 61. See the Department’s comment contained in the second 
paragraph of its No. 74, September 16. 

Article 62. The Department sees no objection to the proposed text 
down as far as the words “those who”. The remainder of the text 
seems to give to the local authorities during election times the right 
to throw an individual voter into prison for reasons which do not 
appear to be very substantial. The Department has confidence that 
in so far as the administration of President Borno is concerned every 
effort would be made to prevent a misuse of this authority but feels 
nevertheless that this part of the amendment should not be included 
in the text. 
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838.00Electoral Law/lft : Telegram 

The Charge in Haiti {Gross) to the Secretary of SfMe 

Port att Prince, September 19^7 — 1 p. m. 

[Received September 24 — 9 : 54 a. m.] 

122. Department’s 78, September 21, 6 p. m. Regarding article 18, 
the text of the article is changed to make “registry” plural instead of 
singular and in article 25, the text is changed to read ‘^he localities 
where the lists are on file” instead of the “locality where the list is on 
file”. In every other way the text is identical with the law of 1919. 

Article 26. The President now informs me that this has been struck 
out of the proposed law and therefore the Department’s views in this 
regard appear to be satisfied. 

Article 62. Regarding this article the text beginning with the words 
“those who” is necessary according to the President’s ideas. He states 
that he has simply copied the text of the existing French law. In this 
regard the President assures the Department that there will be no 
abuse but he maintains the conviction that the obstacle to election day 
frauds is one that must exist in order to prolong [^prevent] the circula- 
tion by the opposition of last minute falsehoods such as repoiis that 
the Government has ceded territory or that it has passed certain onerous 
laws. The President states that such a clause prevents the commission 
of the very acts for which it provides pimishment. 

Gross 


838.00Blectoral Eaw/IT : Telegram 

The High Commissioner in Haiti {Russell) to the Secretary of State 

[Faraphrasel 

Poet au Prince, September 29, 1927 — 2 p. m. 

[Keceived September 30 — 10:35 a. m.] 

128. President Bomo has informed me that the law modifying 
electoral law has been passed, and that article 62 is included in these 
modifications. 

In reply I reiterated Department’s objections to article 62, and 
urged strongly its cancelation. The President said that at present this 
was impossible, but at last he said that he would enter into verbal agree- 
ment with me not to permit application of this article without con- 
ferring with me first and obtaining, in each case, an agreement. Prea- 
dent stated furthermore that the article could be canceled next year, 
if so desired. 

Should any question regarding application of article 62 arise, I 
shall make no agreement with President Bomo without having firat 
obtained Department’s approval. 


'R’T raffierjr. 
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OPPOSITION OF THE HAITIAN GOVERNMENT TO PROPOSED VISIT OF 
SENATOR WILLIAM H. KING TO HAITI 

033.1138/6 : Telegram 

The High Commissioner in Haiti {Bxissell) to the Secretary of State 

Poet atj Pbincb, March 5, — 9 a. m. 

[Received 5:30 p. m.] 

10. President Bomo lias shown me a copy of a letter which reads 
as follows: 

“United States Senate, Committee of the Judiciary, February 
22nd, 1927. 

Perceval Thorby; Union Patriotigue Comite Central, Port au 
Prince, Haiti. 

My Dear Mr. Thorby. I received your wire and your letter of 
recent date. I regret to learn of the imsatisfactory conditions in 
Haiti. I expect to sail for Haiti from New York on the 5th of 
March, visiting Po^ Rico for a few days en route. I shall pro- 
ceed from Porto Rico to Santo Domingo and then visit Haiti. It 
is my present intention to reach Port au Prince about the 15th of 
March. I desire to spend a few days in Haiti, studying conditions 
there. 

I shall advise you before reaching Haiti the exact time of my 
arrival in your country. 

With aU good wishes, I am, sincerely yours, William H. King.” 

Yesterday a manifesto of the Union Central-South American 
[garbled group] urging a boycott of American goods was distrib- 
uted here by the Patriotic Union of which Thorby is President. 

[Paraphrase.] I have been advised by President Bomo that he 
intends to inform the Department of State through the Haitian 
Minister in Washington of the visit contemplated by Senator King, 
whom he regards as a disturbing force, and that unless the Senator 
is visiting Haiti as the representative of the Senate, President 
Bomo intends to request the Department of State to inform the 
Senator that his visit is not acceptable to the Government of Haiti. 
[End paraphrase.] 


RnssEiiL 


033.1188/6 : Telegram 

The Aetmg Se&retary of State to the High Commissioner in Haiti 

{B'usseU) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, March 9, 1927 — 6 p. m. 

9. Your No. 10, March 8, 9 a. m. This morning Haitian Min- 
ister called at Department to make request outlined in your tele- 
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gram under reference and was informed that the Department of 
State was_ without authority to take any steps to interfere with 
proposed visit of Senator TTing to Haiti. If you think advisable 
you may inform President Borno to that effect, and add that Depart- 
ment has not been informed in any way by Senator King in regard 
to his plans, and that the visit contemplated has no of5cial charac- 
ter, Department feels, furthermore, th^ should Government of 
Haiti carry out its expressed intention, effect would be mifortunate 
for all concerned and might react unfavorably on public opinion in 
this country. The Department feels that there is much more to be 
gained by letting Senator King obtain information at first hand 
of constructive benefits of the .^erican occupation than if he were 
afforded an opportunity to assert that, by endeavoring to prevent his 
visit, an effort is being made to conceal the facts. 

Grew 


033.1138/9 : Telegram 

Senator WUHam H. King to the Secretosry of State 

San Juan, Porto Eico, March J?2, 1927. 

[Eeceived 9:50 a. m.] 

Have arranged to start Monday for a brief visit to Santo Domingo 
and Haiti, visiting latter country to study results of American 
occupation with view to offering such measures in Congress as situa- 
tion requires. Have received many commimications from Haitians 
urging me to visit Haiti. In Senate I have urged legislation pro- 
viding for constitutional convention in Haiti and for Haitians to 
take necessary steps to form and put into operation government of 
their own choice and have insisted upon withdrawal military forces. 
This has angered persons in control in Haiti, Have just received 
official notice that I am undesirable and that access to territory of 
Haiti is denied me. Bnowing the relation of State Department to 
General Russell and the Bomo regime I beg to be informed whether 
the State Department approves their action and whether it will aid 
in prohibiting a United States Senator by military force or other- 
wise from entering Haiti which is controlled by United States 
through its military forces or will immediately arrange, as it can, 
so that I may without interference visit Haiti for a few days to 
obtain information to aid me in the discharge of my official duties 
as Senator. Am compelled to leave here Monday, 14th instant, so 
beg immediate reply. 


WnLLuc H. Kino 
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033.1138/17a : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Governor of Porto Rico 

(Towner^ 

WASHiNGTOisr, March 1927, 

Please communicate the following information to Senator King in 
reply to his telegram of March 12th to the Secretary of State: 

The Haitian Minister called at the .Department on March 9, and 
requested that the Department inform Senator King that his pro- 
posed visit to Haiti would be unacceptable to the Haitian Govern- 
ment. The Department informed the Haitian Minister that it had no 
authority to interfere with his visit and immediately telegraphed 
to the High Commissioner at Port-au-Prince instructing him to 
inform President Borno to that effect and to say further that the 
Department felt that should the Haitian Government carry out its 
intentions with reference to Senator King the effect would be most 
unfortunate for all concerned. The Department felt that the Senator 
should be given an opportunity to acquire JBrst-hand information 
with regard to the American Occupation. 

Today the Department received a telegram from the High Com- 
missioner^ stating that he had informed President Borno of the 
contents of the Department’s mess^e and endeavored to persuade him 
to that wint of view but that President Borno had replied that 
Senator King had expressed himself in offensive terms about Presi- 
dent Borno’s personality as Chief of State ; that the Senator’s pres- 
ence in Haiti would be a cause for great political manifestation by 
opponents of the present administration and that the economic inter- 
ests of the country would be materially affected by creating a feeling 
of insecurity. Accordingly President Borno had felt obliged to 
issue instructions to prevent the entrance of Senator King into Haiti. 

The Department deeply regrets that the Haitian Government has 
found it necessary to adopt this attitude. However, the Department 
has to recognize that the Government of Haiti has jurisdiction over 
its own territory and that the right of any person to enter is one 
of those domestic questions for its own determination with which 
another country has no legal right to interfere and should it insist 
upon refusing entrance to Senator King the Department does not 
now see what further action it can take. 

Joseph C, Gbew 


083.1188/18 : Telegram 

The Charge m EaiU {Gross) to the Secretary of State 

Port atj Prustce, March 17^ 1927 — 2 p. m, 

[Eeceived March 18—10:16 a. m.] 
17. Haitian Minister to Santo Domingo has telegraphed to Pre^- 
dent Borno that Senator King has decided not to enter Haiti. The 
incident appears closed. 

Gross 


••Not printed. 
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DISINCLINATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO SUPPORT THE 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT IN CLAIMS AGAINST HAITI REJECTED BY 
THE HAITIAN CLAIMS COMMISSION* ** 

438.00/407 

The High C ornmissioi^er m Haiti {RusselT) to the Secretary of State 

No. 950 Poet au Pkince, Fehrua/ry IS, 19^. 

[Eeceived February 25.] 

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that the British 
Government has appealed, through diplomatic channels to the Hai- 
tian Government, from decisions of the Claims Commission in three 
cases involving the claims of British subjects for destruction of prop- 
erty during revolutions in Haiti. 

It appears that the Claims Commission established a policy of dis- 
allowing all claims based on destruction of property by revolutionary 
troops. This policy, while adhered to by the Commission, was not 
the unanimous opinion of the Commission. 

I cannot help but believe that foreigners living in Haiti should 
be compensated for damages caused by successful revolutionists. 
However, as Judge Eichard U. Strong, my Legal Adviser, states in 
the attached memorandum,^® all foreigners should be treated alike in 
this respect and unquestionably favorable action by the Haitian State 
on the British claims would open the way for many other foreign 
claims. 

I have [etc.] John H. Eussell 

488.00/408 

The British Ambassador {Howard) to the Secretary of State 

No, 191 Washington, Ma^rch 16, 1927, 

Sir: I have the honour to refer to Sir Auckland Geddes’ note No. 
295 of May 12th, 1920, and to previous correspondence regarding 
the Haitian Claims Commission and to inform you that His Majesty^s 
Eepresentative at Port au Prince has lately been instructed to present 
to the Haitian Government the claims of Mr. Barry, Mr. Pickering 
and Mrs. Basden, which His Majesty’s Government regret their in- 
ability to consider as satisfactorily settled by the Claims Commission. 
These cases, with the details of which you are doubtless familiar, were 
for losses inflicted by Guillaume Sam in his successful revolt against 
General Devilmar Theodore and were disallowed by the Claims Com- 
mission not on the facts, which apparently were not in dispute, but on 
the ground that Governments are not responsible for the acts of suc- 

*For previous correspondence concerning the Claims Commission, see JP*oref^ 
Relations, 1923, vol. n, pp. 397 ff. ; also iUd,, 1926, voL n, pp. 413 ff. 

*Not printed. 

** Foreign Relations, 1920, voL n, p. 829. 
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cessful revolutionists, a doctrine with which His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment are unable to agree. 

You will recollect from Sir Auckland Geddes’ note abovementioned 
that when the Haitian Claims Commission was created His Majesty’s 
Government reserved the right to present claims through the diplo- 
matic channel if they were not satisfied with the awards of the Com- 
mission. In these circumstances, I am confident that the United 
States Government will take no action to deter the Haitian Govern- 
ment from recognising the three claims abovementioned. In order to 
avoid any possible misunderstanding, however, I should be grateful 
to receive at your convenience an assurance to this effect for com- 
munication to Sir Austen Chamberlain. 

I have [etc.] Esisoi Howard 

488.00/408 

The Secretctry of State to the British Ambassador {Hofuxird) 

Washington, Afril 2^ 1927. 

Excellency : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note No. 191 of March 16, 1927, in which you state that your Govern- 
ment has instructed its representative at Port au Prince to present 
to the Haitian Government the claims of three British subjects which 
your Government is unable to consider as having been satisfactorily 
settled by the Claims Commission recently functioning in Haiti. You 
refer to a previous note from your Embassy wherein your Govern- 
ment reserved the right to present claims through the diplomatic 
channel if the awards of the Commission were unsatisfactory, and 
you request to be furnished with an assurance that the Government of 
the United States will take no action to deter the Haitian Government 
from recognizing the three claims in question. 

As you are aware, the Commission which passed upon the pecmiiary 
claims against Haiti was constituted pursuant to a protocol between 
the United States and Haiti made to assist in carrying out the pur- 
poses of the Treaty of 1915 which were, among others, to remedy 
the precarious condition of the revenues and finances of Haiti and to 
carry out plans for the prosperity of that Kepublic. In view of this 
situation and since this Government has faith in the good intent and 
sound judgment of the Claims Commission, it has declined to question 
the awards of that Commission although, in one or two instances, 
interested American citizens have requested the Department to take 
such action. 

The Department had hoped that, in view of the fact that a British 
subject served as a member of the Commission during the considera- 

^Foreiffn Bekttion*^ 1919, -mi. n, p. 547. 

1915, p. 449. 
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tion. of British claims, your Govenunent would consider as satisfac- 
torily settled by the Commission Ihe claims of British subjects sub- 
mitted thereto. 

The Department has no information as to whether the Haitian 
Government will seek its advice with respect to the recognition to be 
accorded the claims in question and, in the absence of complete knowl- 
edge as to the facts and circumstances attendant upon the claims and 
the decisions of the Commission thereon, is not prepared to state what 
reply it would make in the premises should its advice be sought. 

Accept [etc.] Frank B. Kellogg 


438.00/409 

The British Ambassador {Howard) to the Secretary of State 

Ko. 241 Washington, Ayril 8, 1927. 

Sib: I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note 
of April 2nd, regarding the claims of Mr. Barry, Mrs. Basden and 
Mr. Pickering against the Haitian Government. I note therefrom 
that “The Department has no information as to whether the Haitian 
Government will seek its advice with respect to the recognition to be 
accorded the claims in question and, in the absence of complete 
knowledge as to the facts and circumstances attendant upon the claims 
and the decisions of the Commission thereon, is not prepared to state 
what reply it would make in the premises should its advice be 
sought”. 

When I wrote before, I was under the impression that the State 
Department were familiar with the details of these claims as I had 
been informed by Mr. Edwards, His Majesty’s Charge d’ Affaires at 
Port-au-Prince, that Dr. Cumberland, the Financial Adviser to the 
Haitian Government, was in communication with the State Depart- 
ment and had sought the views of the United States Government on 
the payment of revolutionary claims. Mr. Edwards advised me, 
furthermore, that Dr. Cumberland would be prepared to settle these 
claims through His Majesty’s Legation at Port-au-Prince, should he 
obtain the authority of the United States Government to agree to 
the principle of payment of revolutionary claims. 

From your letter under reference, I observe that the United States 
Government has declined in the past to question the awards of the 
Claims Commission, in whose good intent and sound judgment your 
Government has faith; and that, in the case of these claims, the De- 
partment had hoped that, in view of the fact that a Bri tish subject 
served as a member of the Commission during the consideration of 
the claims. His Majesty’s Government would consider as satisfactorily 
settled the claims of British subjects submitted to the Commission 
and adjudicated upon by that body. In this connection, however, I 
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would venture to point out that Mr. Stoker^ the British member of 
the Commission in question, registered a dissenting opinion in regard 
to the Commission’s award on these claims, and for your information 
I enclose herein a copy of this dissenting opinion, together with a 
copy of Mr. Stoker’s opinion in Claim No. 859, which deals fully with 
the same point.®® 

Furthermore, as already stated in my note No. 191, 1 would repeat 
that His Majesty’s Government have never agreed to the doctrine 
that Governments are not responsible for the acts of successful 
revolutionaries. 

I have the honour to request, therefore, that you may be so 
good as to advise me at your early convenience of the attitude which 
the United States Government decide to adopt with regard to these 
claims. 

I have [etc.] Esmb Howard 

438.00/409 

The Secretary of State to the British Ambassador {Howard) 

Washtnoton, July IS^ 1927. 

Excellency : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note of April 8, 1927, in further relation to the claims of three British 
subjects which your Government is xmable to consider as having been 
satisfactorily settled by the Claims Commission, recently functioning 
in Haiti, and which it has instructed its representative at Port-au- 
Prince to present to the Haitian Government. 

Contrary to your information in the matter, the claims in question 
have not been brought to the Department’s attention by Dr, Cumber- 
land, who, moreover, while nominated by the President of the United 
States, in accordance with the provisions of the treaty of 1915 between 
the United States and Haiti, for the position of Financial Adviser to 
the Haitian Government, was appointed to that position, also imder the 
terms of the treaty, by the President of Haiti, and is an official of the 
Haitian Government. 

In response to your request to be advised as to the attitude which 
the Government of the United States decides to adopt with regard to 
these claims, I may state that, as indicated in my note of April 2, 1927, 
the Department has no information as to whether the Haitian Govern- 
ment will seek its advice with respect to the recognition to be accorded 
the claims in question. Moreover, it would seem to me to be premature 
for the Department now to assume any attitude with regard to this 
matter, concerning which the Haitian Government may never seek 
its advice. 

Accept [etc.] Frank B. Fjbxlogg 


Neither printed. 
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438.00/409 

Memoramduin hy the Assistant to the Under Secretai^ of State 

{Pheni^') 

[Washington,] November 7, 1927. 

On Saturday, October 29, 1927, Sir John Joyce Broderick and Mr, 
Balfour of the British Embassy discussed with me informally the De- 
partment’s note of July 13, 1927 in which in reply to a request for 
information as to the position of the Department should the British 
Government present to the Haitian Government on behalf of three of 
its subjects claims arising out of the acts of the successful revolution 
of Guillaume Sam, the Department after stating that it had no infor- 
mation as to whether the Haitian Government would seek its advice 
with respect to these claims added that it seemed to be premature for 
the Department now to assume any attitude with regard to the matter. 

Sir efohn and Mr. Balfour remarked that they thought no good pur- 
pose would be served by addressing a further note to the Department in 
the matter, but that the Embassy would be glad to be informed of the 
reason why the Department was unwilling to express any view about 
the claims and whether any informal adjustment of the matter could 
be made. They pointed out that so far as they were aware, the United 
States had never agreed to the theory that a government was not liable 
for the illegal acts committed by successful revolutionists, and that as 
this had been the ground upon which the three claims in question were 
rejected by the Claims Commission, they felt that it might be possible 
for the Department to take a more sympathetic view of the matter. I 
said that I knew nothing whatsoever about the claims or their merit, 
but that I would be glad to look into the question and see what, if any- 
thing, could be done. 

An examination of the files indicated that a note in reply to the 
British inquiry was drafted by Mr. Baker on or about May 14, 1927, 
and approved by Mr. Hackworth,®^ the Latin American Division, the 
Western European Division and Mr. White.®* This draft note con- 
tained the following sentence : 

‘‘However if its advice should be sought, the Department, as at 
present informed, would be disposed to recommend to the Haitian 
Government that further consideration be given to the claims.^ 

This draft was not sent and the note of July 13, 1927, contained no such 
assurance. 

On inquiring from Mr. White the reason why the original draft had 
not been sent I learned that the Secretary had been unwilling to com- 
mit the Department to any statement which might lead to a reopening 

Green H. Hackworth, Solicitor of the Department of State, and Joseph B. 
Baker, Assistant to the Solicitor. 

• Francis White, Assistant Secretary of State. 
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of claims against Haiti involving financial burdens beyond that Gov- 
ernment’s capacity. Accordingly, inquiry was made by the Depart- 
ment of the High Commissioner as to the total amount of claims which 
might possibly be presented against Haiti on account of damage done 
by the successful revolutionists but this information was not forth- 
coming, a despatch dated July 6, 1927,38 stating that it would require 
four weeks to establish the exact number and amount of rejected claims 
for damages caused by the successful revolutionists, and that, further- 
more, it would require the employment of a former Secretary of the 
Claims Commission. The Department did not authorize this work. 

I spoke with Hackworth who agreed with me that so far as the 
questions of international law were concerned, there could be no 
doubt as to Haiti’s liability for illegal acts by successful revolution- 
ists, so that from the legal standpoint he was inclined to sympathize 
with the position of the British Government. Mr. White and Mr. 
Morgan were also of the opinion that the Department was warranted 
in replying to the British inquiry along the lines of the unsent note 
of May 14, but in view of the fact that the matter had not been 
broached by the Haitian authorities and the further fact that the 
Department had declined in its note of July 13, 1927, to express any 
opinion, they felt with me that a formal communication to the Brit- 
ish Embassy taking any different position from that already expressed 
would be inadvisable. 

I suggested to Mr. White that I might informally explain the situ- 
ation to Sir John or Mr. Balfour pointing out that the Depart- 
ment could not fail to be concerned were anything done to impair 
the stability of Haitian finances by raising at this time ques- 
tions which might lead to the presentation by foreign governments 
of a vast number of claims on behalf of their nationals, and 
that its point of view was therefore necessarily colored by such a 
consideration. I suggested that I might say in addition that while 
the Department could not take formally any position other than that 
set forth in the note of July 13, 1927, it was willing to have it under- 
stood that it would interpose no objection to the consideration by 
the Haitian Government of the three claims in question provided 
(1) that the claims would be settled as indicated by the British 
Charge at Port au Prince for not more than $5,000; (2) that, as also 
indicated by the British Charge, these three claims represented the 
only claims which the British Government would present; and (3) 
that their presentation, discussion and adjustment by the Haitian 
Government could be conducted with such discretion as to avoid any 
stirring up of the general claims question. I also suggested that 
coupled with the foregoing statement the warning should be given 

* Not printed. 

Stdkeley Morgan, chief of the Division of Latin American Affairs. 
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that should the presentation by the British Government of these 
claims and a possible settlement thereof lead to the submission of 
claims by other governments, the Department would have to recon- 
sider the matter in the light of the new circumstances in view of its 
interest in the financial stability of Haiti. 

Mr. White saw no objection to this procedure, and after discussing 
the matter with him, Mr. Morgan and Mr. Hackworth, all of whom 
were willing to endorse the position taken in the Department’s un- 
sent note of May, I spoke to Mr. Olds who authorized me to take 
the matter up with the Secretary. 

Accordingly, I discussed the question with the Secretary this morn- 
ing and obtained his approval to explain informally to the British 
Embassy the position of the Department as outlined above, and this 
afternoon I spoke with Mr. Balfour along the following lines : 

The Department is of the opinion that it would be to the interest 
of all concerned to regard claims against Haiti arising out of the 
revolution as definitively settled by the Claims Commission. Its 
primary interest is in the financial stability of Haiti, and it believes 
that nothing should be done to impair that stability. It understands 
that there are claims of nationals of other Governments against Haiti 
arising out of circumstances similar to those involved in the claims in 
which the British Government is now interested, but it does not 
know the number or amount of such claims. So far as it is advised 
no other Government has sought to present such claims diplomatically 
after their rejection by the Claims Commission. In these circum- 
stances the Department is unwilling to take any position with respect 
to the three claims mentioned by the British Embassy which would 
commit it, even by implication, to recognize the validity of an inde- 
terminate number of similar claims if presented by other Govern- 
ments. Its attitude in the matter is purely practical, and is not in 
any sense based upon concurrence in the conclusion of the Claims 
Commission that a Government is not liable for illegal acts done by 
successful revolutionists. 

It is difficult to see how an adjustment of the three claims in which 
the British Government is interested could be effected without stirring 
up “sleeping dogs”, a result which the Department feels would be 
imfortunate for every one concerned. With respect to the three claims 
listed in the British note of March 16, 1927, and previous correspond- 
ence, the Department understands that the British Charge at Port 
au Prince has stated that he would settle for not more than $5000, 
and that they represent all the claims in which the British Government 
is interested. Were the question before the Department one involving 
solely these three small claims, it would not hesitate to say that it 
would recommend reconsideration of the claims if its advice were 

Robert E. Olds, Under Secretary of State. 
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sought by Haiti, and even in the present circumstances it does not 
intend to take affirmative steps to discourage the Haitian Government 
from reconsidering these three claims if they should be pressed diplo- 
matically. Furthermore, if settlement of these three claims could be 
effected without stirring up other claims, the Department would inter- 
pose no objection to such settlement, but it should be clearly under- 
stood that if the British Government presses these claims with the 
result that a considerable number of other similar claims are presented 
by other Governments on behalf of their nationals, a new situation 
would arise requiring the Department to re-examine the problem in 
all its aspects and with full freedom of action, my informal and oral 
discussion of the matter in no wise committing the Depairtment or 
prejudicing its ultimate decision. 

I concluded by repeating again that we felt that it would be advis- 
able if all Governments should regard the claims question as settled 
by the Commission and should refrain from pressing diplomatically 
claims which had been rejected by the Commission, and that we would 
be pleased if the British Government should see eye to eye with us 
in this matter. I explained that the position taken in our note of 
July 13, 1927, was not based upon merit or lack of merit in the claims 
in question, but upon purely practical grounds. I said that Doctor 
Cumberland had discussed the matter with the Department when he 
was here last summer, and had expressed himself as fearful lest a 
flood of claims would be presented were these three claims settled. 

Mr. Balfour said that the Embassy had not been able heretofore 
to imderstand why tlie Department had taken the position it had, 
but that my explanation made it perfectly clear, and he thought the 
considerations I had advanced were very potent. I told him that so 
far as we were concerned the correspondence was closed with our 
note of July 13, 1927. He said that he understood that, and it was 
for his Government to decide whether to go ahead with the matter 
in Haiti. He added that in all the circumstances he did not bdieve 
we would care to indicate to Doctor Cumberland that we would have 
no objection to the settlement of the claims, and I acquiesced in that 
inference. 

The situation therefore remains as set forth in the Department’s 
note of July 13, 1927, except that the British Embassy now under- 
stands (and sympathetically if Mr. Balfour’s attitude is any cri- 
terion) the reasons which led the Department to take the position 
it did. 

S[pbncbb] P[hiinix] 

BOUNDAET DISPUTE WITH THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
(See volume I, page 345 ff.) 
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TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP, COMMERCE AND CONSULAR RIGHTS 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND HONDURAS, SIGNED DECEM- 
BER 7, 1927 

711.152/1 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Honcht/ras {Swrurrherlin) 

[Parapbrase] 

Washington, Jidy 19^ — 3 p. m. 

25. Department’s telegram numbered 38, September 20^ 1923, 
6 p. m. and Legation’s telegram number 79, September 24, 1923, 
10 a. m.^ 

The Government of the United States would be pleased to begin 
negotiations with Honduras for a treaty of friendship, commerce and 
consular rights similar to the treaty between the United States and 
Germany signed December 8, 1923 ^ (Treaty Series No. 725), and the 
treaty between the United States and Salvador, signed February 22, 
1926.« 

!l^nform the Department at once whether the Government of Hon- 
duras is now willing to begin negotiations for a treaty to supersede 
the treaty of 1864,'* as it was in September, 1923. 

With reference to commercial provisions, the principle of the draft 
treaty which this Government would submit would be unconditional 
most-favored-nation treatment. If the Government of Honduras 
should be willing to begin negotiations, draft treaty and instruction 
will be sent to you at once. 

KELIiOGG 

711.152/3 : Telegram 

The Minister in Honduras {Summerlin) to the Secretary of State 

TnGiTCiGAia?A, July W, ldS6 — 3 p, m. 

[Eeceived 9 : 28 p. m.] 

44. Your 25, July 12, 3 p. m. The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
states that his Government is prepared to enter into negotiations 
for a treaty as proposed. 

SuMMEHLIN 


‘Neither printed. 

* Foreign ReMionSt 1928. vol. rt, p. 29. 

1926, vol. n, p. 9i0. 

* Treaty of friendship, commerce, and navigation, concluded July 4, 1864; 
Malloy, Treaties, 1776-1900, vol. t, p. 952. 
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711.152/3 

The Seeretary of State to the Minister in Honduras {Summerlin) 

No, 77 Wasbxn-gtok, July 1926. 

Sir: With reference to your telegram No. 44 of July ^5 1926, 
5 p. m., and earlier correspondence concerning the negotiation of a 
treaty of friendship, commerce and consular rights between the 
United States and Honduras, there are enclosed herewith three copies 
of a draft of such a treaty.® The copy which contains confidential 
comments explanatory of the provisions of the draft is solely for the 
use of the Legation and is not to be shown to any oflScials of the 
Honduran Government or to others. Of the copies which do not con- 
tain the explanatory comment, you will submit one to the Honduran 
Foreign Office; the other is for your convenience when discussing the 
provisions of the draft with officials of the Honduran Government. 

The following statement is designed to make clear the position of 
this Government concerning the general features of the treaty, and 
respecting the various provisions thereof. 

[Here follows a detailed explanation of the preamble and the 29 
articles of the draft treaty, substantially the same as that contained in 
the Department’s instruction No. 189, Aug. 6, 1925, to the Charge 
in Salvador, printed in Foreign Relations^ 1926, volume II, page 924, 
except that the paragraph dealing with article XI in the present 
instruction reads: 

“The provisions of Article XI will explain themselves. You will 
of course observe that there is definite statement to the effect that 
the coasting trade of both parties is exempt from the provisions of 
the treaty. The addition of the last sentence is due to the possibility 
that either contracting party might ^eld coasting trade privileges of 
some character to foreign vessels. Bfence that contingency is covered. 
It will be observed that the coasting trade is specifically reserved for 
national vessels by Article II of the treaty of July 4, 1864, between 
the United States and Honduras.”] 

In the treaty of friendship, commerce and consular rights signed by 
the United States and Salvador on February 22, 1926, certain provi- 
sions not contained in the enclosed draft were included in Article 
VH and Article XI at the request of the Government of Salvador. 

At the end of Article VII an exception from the application of the 
stipulations in regard to most-favored-nation treatment was made as 
follows: 


or to the treatment which Salvador accords, or may here- 
after accord^ to the commerce of Obsta Eica, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, and/or Panama, so long as any special treatment accorded 
to the commerce of those countries or any of them by Salvador is not 
accorfed to any other country.” 


* Not printed. * 

* Omission indicated in the original instruction. 
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At the end of Article XI an exception from the application of the 
most-favored-nation treatment in regard to the coasting trade of 
Salvador was made as follows : 

excepting that special treatment with respect to the coasting 
trade of Salvador may be granted by Salvador on condition of 
reciprocity to vessels or Costa Eica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicara- 
gua, and/or Panama, so long as such special treatment is not accorded 
to vessels of any other country.” 

This Government does not ask the Government of Honduras to 
include such provisions in the treaty herein proposed. You are 
instructed, however, to bring them to the attention of the Foreign 
Office, and to state that this Government will be glad to include 
similar provisions in the Treaty if Honduras so desires. 

The treaty between the United States and Salvador is printed in 
the Congressional Record, of May 28, 1926, the date on which the 
SeUate gave its advice and consent to ratification, beginning on page 
10241.^ The Treaty is not yet in force as an exchange of ratifications 
has not been effected. 

Please report to the Department by telegram the date on which 
you submit the draft to the Honduran Foreign Office. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

Leland Harrison 


711.162/6 : Telegram 

The Minister in Hond/wras {Summerlin) to the Secretary of State 

Tegucigalpa, August lUi 19^ — noon. 

[Eeceived 1 : 47 p. m.] 

50. Department’s instruction number 77, July 28. Draft of treaty 
was submitted to the Foreign Office this morning. 

SUMUEBUN 


711.152/8 

Memorandum iy the Assistant to the SoUoitor {Barnes) 

[Washinoton,] June iE?, 1^. 

Mr. George T. Summerlin, American Minister to Honduras, called 
on Mr. Barnes today. 

Mr. Summerlin stated that the Honduran Government was willing 
to accept the draft of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Con- 
sular Eights as submitted to it pursuant to the Department’s infrac- 
tion No. 77 of July 28, 1926. 

** Omission Indicated In tbe original Instruction. 

’Bound volume, p. 10280. 
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He stated that Honduras desired to have exceptions added at the 
end of Article 7 in respect of commercial arrangements of Honduras 
with other Central American coimtries, and at the end of Article 11 
in respect of coasting trade of the Central American countries, similar 
to the exceptions in respect of these two matters at the end of Arti- 
cle 7 and Article 11 respectively of the Treaty signed by the United 
States with Salvador on February 22, 1926. He pointed out that the 
Department had indicated on pages 12 and 13 of its instruction No. 77 
of July 28, 1926, the willingness of this Government to agree to these 
two exceptions if the Government of Honduras desired them. Mr. 
Barnes informed Mr. Summerlin that the Department would include 
them in the treaty. 

Mr. Summerlin stated that he had been over the Spanish text of 
the treaty between the United States and Salvador with the Hon- 
duran officials and that it was acceptable to them. He suggested, 
however, that it might be gone over by the Department’s translator 
also. 

Mr. Summerlin further stated that the Government of Honduras 
was not equipped to prepare the treaty for signature in the manner 
desired by the Department. He suggested that the Department pre- 
pare the English and Spanish text and the two copies in form 
for signature and send them to him. He said that he could then 
complete the negotiations and sign the treaty at Tegucigalpa pur- 
suant to the Department’s instructions and the full power which he 
now has. Mr. Summerlin stated that if this were not done there 
would probably be indefinite delay in having the treaty signed. 

Mr. Barnes told Mr. Summerlin that he would take up the matter 
of having the text prepared as he suggested; that he thought the 
Department would follow the suggestion. 

C[HARnEs] M. B[arnes] 

711.152/8 

TTie Secretary of State to the Minister in Hondwas {Svmmerlm) 

No. 181 Washington, August 16^ 1927. 

Sm: Following your interviews with officials of the Department 
on June 22, 1927,* a comparison has been made of the text of the 
draft of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Eights 
under negotiation between the United States and Honduras with 
the treaty signed by the United States with Salvador on February 22, 
1926. 

The Department accepts the proposals that exceptions to the most 
favored nation treatment be added at the end of Article ViX in 
respect of the treatment which Honduras accords or may hereafter 

• See mpra. 

82S422 — 42— vol. ni- 


-18 
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accord to the commerce of other Central American coimtries and at 
the end of Article XI in regard to the treatment -with respect to the 
coasting trade of Honduras which may be granted to vessels of other 
Central American countries, similar to the exceptions in respect to 
these two matters at the end of Article VII and Article XI, re- 
spectively, of the treaty signed by the United States with Salvador. 

It is noted that the provisions of the treaty signed with Salvador 
and the draft under negotiation with Honduras differ slightly in 
Articles XIX and XXVI. Those articles in the draft and the treaty 
are as follows, the points of difference being underlined : 

[For texts of articles XIX and XXVI which have been omitted, 
see the draft treaty submitted to Salvador in 1925 and the treaty 
signed with Salvador, Foreign Relations^ 1926, volume II, pages 931 
and 940.] 

In explanation of these differences it may be said that the drafts 
submitted to Honduras and Salvador were identical and that the 
changes were made during the negotiations as a result of the accept- 
ance by the United States of proposals made by Salvador. 

The effect of the change in Article XIX is to give to consular 
officers not nationals of the State by which they are appointed as 
well as to consular officers who are nationals of such State, the 
right to address the authorities of the receiving State for the pur- 
pose of protecting the nationals of the appointing State. Under the 
provision of the original draft only the consular officers who are 
nationals of the appoiating State would have this right. The re- 
vised provision is useful to a country which appoints others than 
its own nationals as consular officers. 

The expression “although not exempt from the usual warehouse 
charges for storage and expenses” was inserted in the fourth sen- 
tence of the first paragraph of Article XXVI because the Salva- 
doran Government had some apprehensions that the term “custom 
house charges” contained in the sentence as originally drafted might 
be construed to embrace warehouse charges for storage and expenses 
and that therefore merchandise saved from wrecks would not be 
subject to them. The Department does not consider, however, that 
the term “custom house charges” could be construed to include ware- 
house charges for storage and expenses and therefore considers that 
the inclusion of the additional phrases effected no change in the 
meaning of the sentence. 

The Department is willing to adopt Articles XIX and XXVI in 
the treaty with Honduras in whichever of the two forms the Govern- 
ment of Honduras may prefer. 

The files of the Legation will show that in 1917 a draft conven- 
tion to facilitate the work of traveling salesmen was submitted to 
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the Honduran Foreign Office and that negotiations in regard to this 
convention were pursued for about two years but that the conven- 
tion was never signed. Such a convention was, however, concluded 
by the United States with eight Latin American coimtries, namely, — 
Costa Eica, Guatemala, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Salvador, Uru- 
guay and Venezuela.® The provisions contained in these conven- 
tions are included as Article XIV of the Treaty of December 8, 
1923 between the United States and Germany’-® and in Article XI 
of the Treaty of June 24, 1925, between the United States and Hun- 
gary to which is added as .^ticle XV of the Treaty with Ger- 
many and Article XII of the Treaty with Hungary, the Protocol to 
the Convention with Peru.’® The Department of Commerce con- 
siders that with most countries it is preferable to include in the 
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Eights a most favored 
nation clause in regard to commercial travelers, rather than to con- 
tinue to use the detailed provisions concerning them in the treaties 
and conventions just mentioned. The most favored nation article 
relating to commercial travelers as finally drafted by this Depart- 
ment and now under negotiation with a number of countries is as 
follows : 

Asnam 

“Commercial travelers representing manufacturers, merchants and 
traders domiciled in the territories of either High Contracting Party 
shall on their entry into and sojoimn in the territories of the other 
Party and on their departure therefrom be accorded the most fav- 
ored nation treatment m respect of customs and other privileges and 
of all charges and taxes of whatever denomination applicable to 
them or to meir samples. 

“If either High Contracting Party require the presentation of an 
authentic document establishing the identity and authority of a com- 
mercial traveler, a signed statement by the concern or concerns rep- 
resented, certified by a consular officer of the country of destination 
shall be accepted as satisfactory.” 

You will observe that the first paragraph of this article provides 
that commercial travders representing manufacturers, merchants or 
traders domiciled in the territories of one of the contracting parties 
will be accorded the most favored nation treatment upon their 
entrance into, sojourn within and departure from the territories of 
the other party. The second paragraph covers the cases where a 
certificate of identity of a commercial traveler is required, stipulating 

'Foreign Relations, 1919, vol. i, p. 45. 

1928, voL n, p. 29. 

” nid., 1926, vol. n, p. 341. 

” Malloy, Treaties, 1910-1923, vol. jn, pp. 2800, 2803 ; also printed as D^art- 
ment of State Treaty Series, No. 692. 
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that in such instances a statement signed by the concerns which he 
represents certified by a consular officer of the country of destination 
shall be accepted as satisfactory. The Department desires that you 
propose to the Honduran Government that this Article be included 
in the treaty now under negotiation. Under this Article Honduran 
commercial travelers in the United States would be entitled to the 
benefit of the provisions of Articles XI and XII of the Treaty of 
1925 between the United States and Hungary, of Articles XIV and 
XV of the Treaty of 1923 between the United States and Germany 
and of the separate conventions relating to commercial travelers 
hereinabove listed so long as any of those treaties or conventions 
remain in force. It is to be noted therefore that Honduran com- 
mercial travelers in the United States will enjoy the same treatment 
under the most favored nation clause as they would enjoy if the 
detailed articles were included in the treaty under negotiation. The 
Department would be glad to receive from you a report on the treat- 
ment accorded to commercial travelers in Honduras by law or treaty 
to which American commercial travelers would become entitled under 
the most favored nation article. Two copies of the article in regard 
to commercial travelers hereinabove quoted are enclosed. If the 
Article is accepted by Honduras, it will be included in the Treaty as 
Article XI, Article XI of the present draft will be renumbered 
Article XII, and subsequent Articles will be renumbered accordingly. 

There are also enclosed four copies of the Spanish text of the 
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights signed by the 
United States and Salvador on February 22, 1926. On two copies are 
marked certain minor textual changes in Articles HI, XI, XTV, XVil, 
and XX which the Department would be glad to have considered 
for adoption in the Treaty under negotiation with Honduras, and like- 
wise certain necessary verbal changes in the Preamble, in the fifth 
paragraph of Article VTI and in the reservations at the end of Articles 
VTI and XI. The Department would be glad to have you furnish in 
collaboration with the Honduran Foreign Office, the Spanish text 
of the Article in regard to commercial travelers if the Honduran 
Government agrees to include that Article in the Treaty and the Span- 
ish text of the fourth paragraph of Article XXV'III of the draft 
which provides for the termination of the TVeaty of Friendship, Com- 
merce and Navigation concluded by the United States and Honduras 
on July 4, 1864. Drafts of this Article and paragraph in Spanidi 
are enclosed as of possible help in the preparation of a text satisfactory 
to the Honduran Government.” 

Please indicate on one of the enclosed copies of the Treaty with 
Salvador all the changes which are required to make it correct as the 


“ Enclosures not printed. 
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Spanish text of the Treaty under negotiation with Honduras as agreed 
to by you with the Foreign Office pursuant to this instruction and 
instruction No. 77 of July 28, 1926, including in the Preamble the 
name and titles of the Honduran plenipotentiary in the precise form in. 
which it is desired to have them appear in the Treaty ; and return the 
copy thus revised to the Department. On the receipt of your report 
on the questions hereinabove presented, the Department will have the 
texts of the Treaty prepared in final form in English and Spanish, 
as suggested at your conference on June 22 and will forward them to 
you for signature. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

Fbancis Whete 


711.152/9 

The Minister m Hond/wras {Sim/merlm) to the Secretary of St<de 

No. 442 Tegucigalpa, September 9, 19^. 

[Eeceived September 21.] 

Sik: With reference to the Department’s instruction No. 181 of 
August 16, 1927, in regard to the draft of the Treaty of Friendship, 
Commerce and Consular Bights under negotiation between the United 
States and Honduras, I have the honor to report that the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Honduras has accepted the wording of Article XIX 
of the Treaty with Salvador instead of Article XIX of the original 
draft with Honduras. The accepted article appears in the amended 
draft with Honduras as Article XX. Dr. Dfi.vila, however, has ac- 
cepted Article XXVI in the original draft with Honduras. This 
appears as Article XXVII in the amended draft with Honduras. 

The Article containing a most favored nation clause in regard to 
commercial travelers has been accepted m toto-, and appears in the 
amended draft with Honduras as Article XI. A report on the treat- 
ment accorded to commercial travelers in Honduras by law or treaty 
is under preparation and will be forwarded as soon as possible. 

The minor textual changes in Articles HI, XI, XTV, XVH and XX 
of the original draft — ^now articles HE, XH, XV, XVIH and XXI of 
the amended draft— which the Department stated it would be glad to 
have considered for adoption in the Treaty under negotiation, and the 
necessary verbal changes in the Preamble, in the fifth paragraph of 
Article VH and in the reservations at the end of Articles VII and 
XI— -Article XI of the original draft and No. XII of the amended 
draft — ^have aU been accepted. 

As instructed by the Department, I have indicated on the enclosed 
copy of the Treaty in Spanish with Salvador all the changes which 
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are required to make it correct as tke Spanish, text of the draft Treaty 
which has now been agreed to by the Honduran Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. 

For the convenience of the Department, I am enclosing also a copy in 
Fnglisb of the draft Treaty, which I believe conforms to the Spanish 
text. 

I desire to invite attention to several minor changes in the Spanish 
text of the Article — ^new Article XI — ^in regard to commercial 
travelers. 

I have explained to Dr. Ddvila that upon receipt of this despatch 
the Department will have the text of the Treaty prepared in final form 
in En glish and in Spanish and will then forward them to the Legation 
for signature. 

I have [etc.] George T. Summerlin 

711.162/9 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Honduras (Summerlin) 

No. 198 Washington, Octoler 19, 19^. 

Sir: In accordance with the suggestion contained in your No. 442 
of September 9, 1927, the proposed Treaty of Friendship, Commerce 
and Consular Eights between the United States and Honduras has 
been prepared at the Department in form for signature and the two 
copies thereof are herewith enclosed.^®* The copy tied with red, white 
and blue ribbon is intended to be the United States original and should 
be signed by you fiirst and forwarded to the Department by tlie first 
pouch after signature. * 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretaiy of State : 

Francis White 


711.162/10 : Telegram 

The Minister i/n Honduras (Summ&rlin) to the Secretary of State 


Tegucigalpa, December 7, 19^1— t f. m. 

[Eeceived 5 : 05 p. m.] 

76. Department’s number 198, October 19. The treaty was signed 
today. 


SUMMEEUN 


“* See signed treaty, p. 101. 
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Treaty Series No. 764 

Treaty Between tJie United, States of Ameriea and Honduras^ Signed 
at Tegucigalpa^ Decemib&r 7, 

The United States of America and the Republic of Honduras de- 
sirous of strengthening the bond of peace which happily prevails 
between them, by arrangements designed to promote friendly inter- 
course between their respective territories through provisions respon- 
sive to the spiritual, cultural, economic and commercial aspirations of 
the peoples thereof, have resolved to conclude a Treaty of Friendship, 
Commerce and Consular Rights and for that purpose have appointed 
as their plenipotentiaries ; 

The President of the United States of America, George T. Sum- 
merlin, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America, and 

The President of the Republic of Honduras, Doctor Fausto Ddvila, 
Minister for Foreign AjBfairs of the Republic of Honduras, 

Who, having communicated to each other their full powers found 
to be in due form, have agreed upon the following Articles: 

AnTrauB I 

The nationals of each of the High Contracting Parties shall be per- 
mitted to enter, travel and reside in the territories of the other; to 
exercise liberty of conscience and freedom of worship; to engage in 
professional, scientific, religious, philanthropic, manufacturing and 
commercial work of every kind without interference; to carry on every 
form of commercial activity which is not forbidden by the local law ; to 
own, erect or lease and occupy appropriate buildings and to lease 
lands for residential, scientific, religious, philanthropic, manufactur- 
ing, commercial and mortuary purposes; to employ agents of their 
choice, and generally to do anything incidental to or necessary for the 
enjoyment of any of the foregoing privileges upon the same terms as 
nationals of the State of residence or as nationals of the nation here- 
after to be most favored by it, submitting themselves to all local laws 
and regulations duly established. 

The nationals of either High Contracting Party within the terri- 
tories of the other shall not be subjected to the payment of any inter- 
nal charges or taxes other or higher than those that are exacted of and 
paid by its nationals. 

The nationals of each High Contracting Party shall enjoy freedom 
of access to the courts of justice of the other on conforming to the 

”In Bnglisb and Spanisb; Spanlsb text not printed. Batification advised by 
the Senate, May 25 (legislative day of May 3), 1928; ratified by the President, 
June 9, 1928; ratified by Honduras, June 16. 1928; ratifications exchanged at 
Tegucigalpa, July 19, 1928; proclaimed by the President, July 23, 1928. 
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local laws, as well for the prosecution as for the defense of their 
rights, and in all degrees of jurisdiction established by law. 

The nationals of each High Contracting Party shall receive within 
the territories of the other, upon submitting to conditions imposed 
upon its nationals, the most constant protection and security for their 
persons and property, and shall enjoy in this respect that degree of 
protection that is required by international law. Their property shall 
not be taken without due process of law and without payment of just 
compensation. 

Nothing contained in this Treaty shall be construed to aj0Pect existing 
statutes of either of the High Contracting Parties in relation to the 
immigration of aliens or the right of either of the High Contracting 
Parties to enact such statutes. 

Aeticub II 

With respect to that form of protection granted by National, State 
or Provincial laws establishing civil liability for injuries or for death, 
and giving to relatives or heirs or dependents of an injured party a 
right of action or a pecuniary benefit, such relatives or heirs or de- 
pendents of the injured party, himself a national of either of the High 
Contracting Parties and within any of the territories of the other, 
shall regardless of their alienage or residence outside of the territory 
where the injury occurred, enjoy the same rights and privileges as are 
or may be granted to nationals, and under like conditions. 

Articue III 

The dwellings, warehouses, manufactories, shops, and other places of 
business, and all premises thereto appertaining of the nationals of 
each of the High Contracting Parties in the territories of the other, 
used for any purposes set forth in Article I, shall be respected. It 
shall not be allowable to make a domiciliary visit to, or search of any 
such buildings and premises, or there to examine and inspect books, 
papers or accounts, except under the conditions and in conformity 
Tvith the forms prescribed by the laws, ordinances and regulations for 
nationals. 

Aiencau! IV 

Where, on the death of any person holding real or other immovable 
property or interests therein within the territories of one High Con- 
tracting Party, such property or interests therein would, by the laws 
of the country or by a testamentary disposition, descend or pass to 
a national of the other High Contracting Party, whether resident or 
non-resident, were he not disqualified by the laws of the country 
where such property or interests therein is or are situated, such na- 
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tional shall be allowed a term of three years in which to sell the 
same, this term to be reasonably prolonged if circumstances render 
it necessary, and withdraw the proceeds thereof, without restraint 
or interference, and exempt from any succession, probate or adminis- 
trative duties or charges other than those which may he imposed 
in like cases upon the nationals of the country from which such pro- 
ceeds may be drawn. 

Nationals of either High Contracting Party may have full power 
to dispose of their personal property of every kind within the terri- 
tories of the other, by testament, donation, or otherwise, and their 
heirs, legatees and donees, of whatsoever nationality, whether resi- 
dent or non-resident, shall succeed to such personal property, and 
may take possession thereof, either by themselves or by others acting 
for them, and retain or dispose of the same at their pleasure subject 
to the payment of such duties or charges only as the nationals of 
the High Contracting Party within whose territories such property 
may be or belong shall be liable to pay in like cases. 

ARTICtiE V 

The nationals of each of the High Contracting Parties in the exer- 
cise of the right of freedom of worship, within the territories of 
the other, as hereinabove provided, may, without annoyance or moles- 
tation of any kind by reason of their religious belief or otherwise, 
conduct services either within their own houses or within any appro- 
priate buildings which they may be at liberty to erect and maintain 
in convenient situations, provided their teachings or practices are 
not contrary to public morals; and they may also be permitted to 
bury their dead according to their religious customs in suitable and 
convenient places established and maintained for the purpose, subject 
to the reasonable mortuary and sanitary laws and regulations of the 
place of burial. 

Artiolb VI 

In the event of war between either High Contracting Party and 
a third State, such Party may draft for compulsory military service 
nationals of the other having a permanent residence within its terri- 
tories and who have formally, according to its laws, declared an 
intention to adopt its nationality by naturalization, unless such indi- 
viduals depart from the territories of said belligerent Party within 
sixty days after a declaration of war. 

ARTiciiE vn 

Between the territories of the High Contracting Parties there 
shall be freedom of commerce and navigation. The nationals of 
each of the High Contracting Parties equally with those of the most 
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favored nation, shall have liberty freely to come with their vessels 
and cargoes to all places, ports and waters of every kind within the 
territorial limits of the other which are or may be open to foreign 
commerce and navigation. Nothing in this Treaty shall be con- 
strued to restrict the right of either High Contracting Party to imi- 
pose, on such terms as it may see fit, prohibitions or restrictions of 
a sanitary character designed to protect human, animal, or plant 
life, or regulations for the enforcement of police or revenue laws. 

Each of the High Contracting Parties binds itself unconditionally 
to impose no higher or other duties or conditions and no prohibi- 
tion on the importation of any article, the growth, produce or man- 
ufacture, of the territories of the other than are or shall be imposed 
on the importation of any like article, the growth, produce or man- 
ufacture of any other foreign country. 

Each of the High Contracting Parties also binds itself imcondi- 
tionally to impose no higher or other charges or other restrictions 
or prohibitions on goods exported to the territories of the other 
High Contracting Party than are imposed on goods exported to any 
other foreign country. 

Any advantage of whatsoever kind which either High Contract- 
ing Party may extend to any article, the growth, produce, or man- 
ufacture of any other foreign country shall simultaneously and 
unconditionally, without request and without compensation, be ex- 
tended to the like article the growth, produce or manufacture of 
the other High Contracting Party. 

All articles which are or may be legally imported from foreign 
countries into ports of the United States or are or may be legally 
exported therefrom in vessels of the United States may likewise be 
imported into those ports or exported therefrom in Honduran ves- 
sels without being liable to any other or higher duties or charges 
whatsoever than if such articles were imported or exported in vessels 
of the United States; and, reciprocally, all articles which are or may 
be legally imported from foreign countries into the ports of Hon- 
duras or are or may be legally exported therefrom in Honduran 
vessels may likewise be imported into these ports or exported there- 
from in vessels of the United States without being liable to any 
other or higher duties or charges whatsoever than if such articles 
were imported or exported in Honduran vessels. 

In the same manner there shall be perfect reciprocal equality in 
relation to the flags of the two countries with regard to bounties, 
drawbacks, and other privileges of this nature of whatever denomi- 
nation which may be allowed in the territories of each of the Con- 
tracting Parties, on goods imported or exported in national vessels 
so that such bounties, drawbacks and other privileges shall also and 
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in like manner be allowed on goods imported or e35)orted in vessels 
of the other country. 

With respect to the amount and collection of duties on imports and 
exports of every Mnd, each of the two High Contracting Parties binds 
itself to give to the nationals, vessels and goods of the other the advan- 
tage of every favor, privilege or immunity which it shall have accorded 
to the nationals, vessels and goods of a third State, whether such 
favored State shall have been accorded such treatment gratuitously or 
in return for reciprocal compensatory treatment. Every such favor, 
privilege or immunity which shall hereafter be granted the nationals, 
vessels or goods of a third State shall simultaneously and uncondition- 
ally, without request and without compensation, be extended to the 
other High Contracting Party, for the benefit of itself, its nationals and 
vessels. 

The stipulations of this Article do not extend to the treatment which 
is accorded by the United States to the commerce of Cuba imder the 
provisions of the Commercial Convention concluded by the United 
States and Cuba on December 11, 1902,^“ or any other commercial con- 
vention which hereafter may be concluded by the United States with 
Cuba, or to the commerce of the United States with any of its depend- 
encies and the Panama Canal Zone under existing or future laws, or to 
the treatment which Honduras accords, or may hereafter accord, to 
the commerce of Costa Eica, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, and/or 
Salvador, so long as any special treatment accorded to the commerce 
of those countries or any of them by Honduras is not accorded to any 
other country. 

AbTICM! vni 

The nationals and merchandise of each High Contracting Party 
within the territories of the other shall receive the same treatment as 
nationals and merchandise of the country with regard to internal 
taxes, transit duties, charges in respect to warehousing and other facili- 
ties and the amount of drawbacks and bounties. 

AsmcLB IX 

No duties of toimage, harbor, pilotage, lighthouse, quarantine, or 
other similar or corresponding duties or charges of whatever denom- 
ination, levied in the name or for the profit of the Government, public 
functionaries, private individuals, corporations or establishments of 
any kind shall be imposed in the ports of the territories of either coun- 
try upon the vessels of the other, which shall not equally, under the 
same conditions, be imposed on national vessels. Such equality of 


Foreign BelaUont, 1908, p. 876. 
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treatment shall apply reciprocally to the vessels of the two countries 
respectively from whatever place they may arrive and whatever may 
be their place of destination. 


Aeticub X 

Merchant vessels and other privately owned vessels under the flag 
of either of the High Contracting Parties, and carrying the papers 
required by its national laws in proof of nationality shall, both within 
the territorial waters of the other High Contracting Party and on the 
high seas, be deemed to be the vessels of the Party whose flag is flown. 

AKTicajB XI 

Merchant vessels and other privately owned vessels under the flag 
of either of the High Contracting Parties shall be permitted to 
discharge portions of cargoes at any port open to foreign commerce 
in the territories of the other High Contracting Party, and to proceed 
with the remaining portions of such cargoes to any other ports of 
the same territories open to foreign commerce, without paying other 
or higher tonnage dues or port charges in such cases than would be 
paid by national vessels in like circumstances, and they shall be 
permitted to load in like manner at different ports in the same voyage 
outward, provided, however, that the coasting trade of the High 
Contracting Parties is exempt from the provisions of this Article and 
from the other provisions of this Treaty, and is to be regulated 
according to the laws of each High Contracting Party in relation 
thereto. It is agreed, however, that the nationals of either High 
Contracting Party shall within the territories of the other enjoy with 
respect to the coasting trade the most favored nation treatment, 
excepting that special treatment with respect to the coasting trade 
of Honduras may be granted by Honduras on condition of reciprocity 
to vessels of Costa Rica, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, and/or 
Salvador, so long as such special treatment is not accorded to vessels 
of any other country. 

Akxkxe XII 

Commercial travelers representing manufacturers, merchants and 
traders domiciled in the territories of either High Contracting Party 
shall on their entry into and sojourn in the territories of the other 
Party and oli their departure therefrom be accorded the most fa- 
vored nation treatment in respect of customs and other privileges and 
of all charges and taxes of whatever denomination applicable to tbam 
or to their samples. 

If either High Contracting Party require the presentation of an 
authentic document establishing the identity and authority of a 
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commercial traveler, a signed statement by the concern or concerns 
represented, certified by a consular officer of the country of destina- 
tion shall be accepted as satisfactory. 

Aeticub XHI 

Limited liability and other corporations and associations, whether 
or not for pecuniary profit, which have been or may hereafter be 
organized in accordance with and under the laws, National, State or 
Provincial, of either High Contracting Party and maintain a central 
office within the territories thereof, shall have their juridical status 
recognized by the other High Contracting Party provided that they 
pursue no aim s within its territories contrary to its laws. They shall 
enjoy free access to the courts of law and equity, on conforming to 
the laws regulating the matter, as well for the prosecution as for 
the defense of rights in all the degrees of jurisdiction established 
by law. 

The right of such corporations and associations of either High 
Contracting Party so recognized by the other to establish themselves 
within its territories, establish branch offices and fulfill their func- 
tions therein shall depend upon, and be governed solely by, the con- 
sent of such Party as expressed in its National, State, or Provincial 
laws. If such consent be given on the condition of reciprocity, the 
condition shall be deemed to relate to the provisions of the laws. 
National, State, or Provincial, under which the foreign corporation 
or association desiring to exercise such rights is organized, 

Abticle xrv 

The nationals of either High Contracting Party shall enjoy within 
the territories of the other reciprocally and upon compliance with the 
conditions there imposed, such rights and privileges as have been or 
may hereafter be accorded the nationals of any other State with 
respect to the organization of and participation in limited liability 
and other corporations and associations, for pecuniary profit or other- 
wise, including the rights of promotion, incorporation, purchase and 
ownership and sale of shares and the holding of executive or official 
positions therein. In the exercise of the foregoing rights and with 
respect to the regulation or procedure concerning the organization 
or conduct of such corporations or associations, such nationals shall 
be subjected to no condition less favorable than those which have been 
or may hereafter be imposed upon the nationals of the most favored 
nation. The rights of any of such corporations or associations as may 
be organized or.controUed or participated in by the nationals of either 
TTi g^i Contracting Party within the territories of the other to exercise 
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any of their functions therein, shall be governed by the laws and 
regulations, National, State or Provincial, wliich are in force or may 
hereafter be established within the territories of the Party wherein 
they propose to engage in business. 

The nationals of either High Contracting Party shall, moreover, 
enjoy within the territories of the other, reciprocally and upon com- 
pliance with the conditions there imposed, such rights and privileges 
as have been or may hereafter be accorded the nationals of any other 
State with respect to the mining of coal, phosphatf , oil, oil shale, gas, 
and sodium on the public domain of the other. 

Abticub XV 

There shall be complete freedom of transit through the territories 
including territorial waters of each High Contracting Party on the 
routes most convenient for international transit, by rail, navigable 
waterway, and canal, other than the Panama Canal and waterways 
and canals which constitute international boundaries, to persons and 
goods coming from or going through the territories of the other High 
Contracting Party, except such persons as may be forbidden admission 
into its territories or goods of which the importation may be prohibited 
by law. Persons and goods in transit shall not be subjected to any 
transit duty, or to any unnecessary delays or restrictions, and shall 
be given national treatment as regards charges, facilities, and aU 
other matters. 

Goods in transit must be entered at the proper custom house, but 
they shall be exempt from all customs or other similar duties. 

All charges imposed on transport in transit shall be reasonable, 
having regard to the conditions of the traffic. 

Article XYI 

Each of the High Contracting Parties agrees to receive from the 
other, consular officers in those of its ports, places and cities, where 
it may be convenient and which are open to consular representatives 
of any foreign country. 

Consular officers of each of the High Contracting Parties shall after 
entering upon their duties, enjoy reciprocally in the territories of the 
other all the rights, privileges, exemptions and immunities which are 
enjoyed by officers of the same grade of the most favored nation. As 
official agents, such officers shall be entitled to the high consideration 
of all officials, national or local, with whom they have official inter- 
course in <3ie State which receives them. 

The Government of each of the High Contracting Parties shall 
furnish free of charge the necessary exequatur of such consular officers 
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of the other as present a regular commission signed by the chief execu- 
tive of the appointing State and under its great seal; and it shall 
issue to a subordinate or substitute consular officer duly appointed 
by an accepted superior consular officer with the approbation of his 
Government, or by any other competent officer of that Government, 
such documents as according to the laws of the respective countries 
shall be requisite for the exercise by the appointee of the consular 
fimction. On the exhibition of an exequatur, or other document issued 
in lieu thereof to such subordinate, such consular officer shall be per- 
mitted to enter upon his duties and to enjoy the rights, privileges and 
immunities granted by this Treaty. 

Article XVli 

Consular officers, nationals of the State by which they are ap- 
pointed, shall be exempt from arrest except when charged with 
the commission of offenses locally designated as crimes other than 
misdemeanors and subjecting the individual guilty thereof to punish- 
ment. Such officers shall be exempt from military bUletings, and 
from service of any military or naval, administrative or police 
character whatsoever. 

In criminal cases the attendance at the trial by a consular officer 
as a witness may be demanded by the prosecution or defense. The 
demand shall be made with all possible regard for the consular 
dignity and the duties of the office; and there shall be compliance 
on the part of the consular officer. 

Consular officers shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the courts 
in the State which receives them in civil cases, subject to the proviso, 
however, that when the officer is a national of the State which 
appoints him and is engaged in no private occupation for gain, his 
testimony shall be taken orally or in writing at his residence or 
office and with due regard for his convenience. The officer shoxild, 
however, voluntarily give his testimony at the trial whenever it is 
possible to do so without serious interference with his official duties. 

Articsle XVm 

Consular officers, including employees in a consulate, nationals of 
the State by which they are appointed other than those engaged in 
private occupations for gain within the State where they exercise 
their functions shall be exempt from all taxes, National, State, Pro- 
vincial and Municipal, levied upon their persons or upon their prop- 
erty, except taxes levied on account of the possession or ownership 
of immovable property situated in, or income derived from property 
of any kind situated or belonging within the territories of the State 
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within which they exercise their functions. All consular officers and 
employees, nationals of the State appointing them shall be exempt 
from the payment of taxes on the salary, fees or wages received by 
them in compensation for their consular services. 

Lands and buildings situated in the territories of either High 
Contracting Party, of which the other High Contracting Party is 
the legal or equitable owner and which are used exclusively for 
governmental purposes by that owner, shall be exempt from taxation 
of every kind, National, State, Provincial and Municipal, other than 
assessments levied for services or local public improvements by which 
the premises are benefited. 


AicncLE XIX 

Consular officers may place over the outer door of their respective 
offices the arms of their State with an appropriate inscription desig- 
nating the official office. Such officers may also hoist the flag of 
their country on their offices including those situated in the capitals of 
the two countries. They may likewise hoist such flag over any boat 
or vessel employed in the exercise of the consular function. 

The consular offices and archives shall at all times be inviolable. 
They shall under no circumstances be subjected to invasion by any 
authorities of any character within the country where such offices 
are located. Nor shall the authorities under any pretext make any 
examination or seizure of papers or other property deposited within 
a consular office. Consular offices shall not be used as places of 
asylum. No consular officers shall be required to produce official 
archives in court or testify as to their contents. 

Upon the death, incapacity, or absence of a consular officer having 
no subordinate consular officer at his post, secretaries or chancellors, 
whose official character may have previously been made known to 
the Government of the State where the consular function was exer- 
cised, may temporarily exercise the consular function of the deceased 
or incapacitated or absent consular officer; and while so acting shall 
enjoy all the rights, prerogatives and immunities granted to the 
incumbent. 

Article XX 

Consular officers of either High Contracting Party may, within 
their respective consular districts, address the authorities, National, 
State, Provincial or Municipal, for the purpose of protecting the 
nationals of the State by which they are appointed in the enjoyment 
of their rights accruing by treaty or otherwise. Complaint may be 
made for the infraction of those rights. Failure upon the part of 
the proper authorities to grant redress or to accord protection may 
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justify interposition through the diplomatic channel, and in the 
absence of a diplomatic representative, a consul general or the con- 
sular officer stationed at the capital may apply directly to the 
Government of the country. 

Article XXI 

Consular officers may, in pursuance of the laws of their own coun- 
try, take, at any appropriate place within their respective districts, 
the depositions of any occupants of vessels of their own coimtry, or 
of any national of, or of any person having permanent residence 
within the territories of, their own country. Such officers may draw 
up, attest, certify and authenticate unilateral acts, deeds, and testa- 
mentary dispositions of their countr3nnen, and also contracts to which 
a countryman is a party. They may draw up, attest, certify and 
authenticate written instruments of any kind purporting to express 
or embody the conveyance or encumbrance of property of any kind 
within the territory of the State by which such officers are appointed, 
and unilateral acts, deeds, testamentary dispositions and contracts 
relating to property situated, or business to be transacted within, the 
territories of the State by which they are appointed, embracing 
unilateral acts, deeds, testamentary dispositions or agreements exe- 
cuted solely by nationals of the State within which such officers 
exercise their functions. 

Instruments and documents thus executed and copies and trans- 
lations thereof, when duly authenticated under his official seal by 
the consular officer shall be received as evidence in the territories of 
the High Contracting Parties as original documents or authenticated 
copies, as the case may be, and shall have the same force and effect 
as if drawn by and executed before a notary or other public officer 
duly authorized in the country by which the consular officer was 
appointed; provided, always that such documents shall have been 
drawn and executed in conformity to the laws and regulations of the 
country where they are designed to take effect. 

Arttole XXII 

A consular officer shall have exclusive jurisdiction over contro- 
versies arising out of the internal order of private vessels of his 
country, and shall alone exercise jurisdiction in cases, wherever aris- 
ing, between officers and crews, pertaining to the enforcement of 
discipline on board, provided the vessel and the persons charged with 
wrongdoing shall have entered a port within his consular district. 
Such an officer shall also have jurisdiction over issues concerning the 
adjustment of wages and the execution of contracts relating thereto 
provided the local laws so permit. 

823422 — 42 — ^vol. m ^14 
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When an act conunitted on board of a private vessel under the 
flag of the State by which the consular officer has been appointed 
and within the territorial waters of the State to which he has been 
appointed constitutes . a crime according to the laws of that State, 
subjecting the person guilty thereof to punislunent as a criminal, 
the consular officer shall not exercise jurisdiction except in so far 
as he is permitted to do so by the local law. 

A consular officer may freely invoke the assistance of the local 
police authorities in any matter pertaining to the maintenance of 
internal order on board of a vessel under the flag of his country 
within the territorial waters of the State to which he is appointed, 
and upon such a request the requisite assistance shall be given. 

A consular officer may appear with the officers and craws of ves- 
sels under the flag of his country before the judicial authorities of 
the State to which he is appointed to render assistance as an inter- 
preter or agent. 

Article XXm 

In case of the death of a national of either BEgh Contracting 
Party in the territory of the other without having in the territory of 
his decease any known heirs or testamentary executors by him ap- 
■pointed, the competent local authorities shall at once inform the 
nearest consular officer of the State of which the deceased was a 
national of the fact of his death, in order that necessary information 
may be forwarded to the parties interested. 

In case of the death of a national of either of the High Contracting 
Parties without will or testament, in the territory of the otlier High 
Contracting Party, the consular officer of the State of which the 
deceased was a national and within whose district the deceased made 
his home at the time of death, shall, so far as the laws of the country 
permit and pending the appointment of an administrator and until 
letters of administration have been granted, be deemed qualified to 
take charge of the property left by the decedent for the preserva- 
tion and protection of the same. Such consular officer shall have the 
right to be appointed as administrator within the discretion of a 
tribunal or other agency controlling the administration of estates 
provided the laws of the place where the estate is administered so 
permit. 

Whenever a consular officer accepts the office of administrator of 
the estate of a deceased countryman, he subjects himself as such to 
the jurisdiction of the tribunal or other agency making the appoint- 
ment for all necessary purposes to the same extent as a national 
of the country where he was appointed. 
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Akticub XXIV 

A consular ofiGicer of either High Contracting Party may in behalf 
of his non-resident countr3naaen receipt for their distributive ^area 
derived from estates in process of probate or accruing under the 
provisions of so-called Workmen’s Compensation Laws or other like 
statutes provided he remit any funds so received through the ap- 
propriate agencies of his Government to the proper distributees, 
and provided further that he furnish to the authority or agency 
making distribution through him reasonable evidence of such 
remission. 

AjmoLE XXV 

A consular officer of either High Contracting Party shall have 
the right to inspect within the ports of the other High Contracting 
Party within his consular district, the private vessels of any flag 
destined or about to clear for ports of the country appointing him 
in order to observe the sanitary conditions and measures taken on 
board such vessels, and to be enabled thereby to execute intelligently 
bills of health and other documents required by the laws of his 
country, and to inform his Government concerning the extent to 
which its sanitary regulations have been observed at ports of de- 
parture by vessels destined to its ports, with a view to facilitating 
entry of such vessels therein. 

AsTicinE XXVI 

Each of the High Contracting Parties agrees to permit tiie entry 
free of all duty and without examination of any kind, of all furni- 
ture, equipment and supplies intended for official use in the consular 
offices of the other, and to extend to such consular officers Of the 
other and their families and suites as are its nationals, the privilege 
of entry free of duty of their baggage and all other personal prop- 
erty, whether accompanjdng the officer to his post or imported at 
any time during his incumbency thereof; provided, nevertheless, that 
no article, the importation of which is prohibited by the law of 
either of the High Contracting Parties, may be brought into its 
territories. 

It is understood, however, that this privilege shall not be extended 
to consular officers who are engaged in any private occupation for gain 
in the countries to which they are accredited, save with respect to 
governmental supplies. 

AanotB XXVli 

All proceedings relative to the salvage of vessels of either High 
Contracting Party wredked upon the coasts of the other shall be 
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directed by the consular officer of the country to which the vessel 
belongs and within whose district the wreck may have occurred. Pend- 
ing the arrival of such officer, who shall be immediately informed of 
the occurrence, the local authorities shall take all necessary measures 
for the protection of persons and the preservation of wrecked property. 
The local authorities shall not otherwise interfere than for the main- 
tenance of order, the protection of the interests of the salvors, if these 
do not belong to the crews that have been wrecked and to carry into 
effect the arrangements made for the entry and exportation of the 
merchandise saved. It is understood that such merchandise is not to 
be subjected to any custom house charges, unless it be intended for 
consumption in the country where the wreck may have taken place. 

The intervention of the local authorities in these different cases shall 
occasion no expense of any kind, except such as may be caused by the 
operations of salvage and the preservation of the goods saved, together 
with such as would be incurred under similar circumstances by vessels 
of the nation. 

Article XXVIII 

Subject to any limitation or exception hereinabove set forth, or 
hereafter to be agreed upon the territories of the High Contracting 
Parties to which the provisions of this Treaty extend shall be under- 
stood to comprise all areas of land, water, and air over which the 
Parties respectively claim and exercise dominion as sovereign thereof, 
except the Panama Canal Zone. 

Article XXIX 

Except as provided in the third paragraph of this Article the 
present Treaty shall remain in full force for the term of ten years 
from the date of the exchange of ratifications, on which date it shall 
begin to take effect in all of its provisions. 

If within one year before the expiration of the aforesaid period 
of ten years neither High Contracting Party notifies to the other an 
intention of modifying by change or omission, any of the provisions 
of any of the articles in this Treaty or of terminating it upon the 
expiration of the aforesaid period, the Treaty shall remain in full 
force and effect after the aforesaid period and until one year from 
such a time as either of the High Contracting Parties shall have 
notified to the other an intention of modifying or terminating the 
Treaty. 

The fifth and sixth paragraphs of Article VII and Articles IX and 
XI shall remain in force for twelve months from the date of exchange 
o^ ratifications, and if not then terminated on ninety days’ previous 
notice shall remain in force mitil either of the High Contracting 
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Parties shall enact legislation inconsistent therewith when the same 
shall automatically lapse at the end of sixty days from such enactment, 
and on such lapse each High Contracting Party shall enjoy all the 
rights which it would have possessed had such paragraphs or articles 
not been embraced in the Treaty. 

The present Treaty shah, from the date of the exchange of ratifica- 
tions, be deemed to supplant, terminate and annul the Treaty of 
Friendship, Commerce and Navigation, concluded by the United States 
and Honduras on July 4, 1864. 

Aetiole XXX 

The present Treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifications thereof 
shall be exchanged at Tegucigalpa as soon as possible. 

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the 
same and have affixed their seals thereto. 

Done in duplicate, in the English and Spanish languages at Teguci- 
galpa, this seventh day of December, nineteen hundred and twenty- 
seven. 

[seal] Geobge T. Summerlin 

[seal] F. Davila 

SUPPLEMENTARY EXTRADITION CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND HONDURAS, SIGNED FEBRUARY 21, 1927 

211.15/46 

Tlie Secretary of State to the Minuter in Hondntras {SvmvrnerUn) 

No. 89 Washtn-gton, Septernber 17, 19%6. 

Sat : The Department has been informed by Mr. L. G. Nutt, Sec- 
retary of the Federal Control Board, that it would be very helpful 
if a convention providing for the extradition from Honduras of 
violators of the narcotic laws of the United States could be nego- 
tiated at this time in order that persons who have violated these 
laws and who are found in Honduras might be returned to the 
United States for trial. 

As it appears that there are no treaty provisions covering crimes 
and offenses against the laws for the suppression of the traffic in 
narcotics or for infractions of the customs laws or ordinances which 
may constitute crimes, you are instructed to endeavor to negotiate 
an extradition convention with Honduras covering these subjects. 
Two copies of the Extradition Convention concluded between the 
United States and Honduras on January 16, 1909, are enclosed.^* 
The Department also encloses two copies of a Treaty concluded with 

"Foreign Relations , 1912, p. 619. 
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the GoveruDieiit of Cuba on January 14, 1926, containing provisions 
on these subjects.” Copies of a draft of a convention with Honduras, 
in the "Rriglish and Spanish languages, are enclosed.” 

It is earnestly hoped that the Government of Honduras will 
promptly and favorably consider the matter so that if possible an 
agreement may be reached and a convention signed in time to be 
submitted to the Senate when it next convenes. 

Please submit a complete report setting forth the action taken 
by you pursuant to this instruction. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State : 

Joseph C. Grew 


211.16/47 : Telegram 

The Minister in Honduras {Summerlin) to the Secretary of State 

Tbquctgalpa, October 9, 19S6—10 a. m. 

[Received 2:20 p. m.] 

60. You instruction number 89, September I'Tth. The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs stated to me last evening that his Government 
agrees to the supplementary convention as submitted. I request full 
power and instructions.” 

SxBIMEBLIN 


Treaty Series No. 761 

Supplementary Extradition Oon/oention Between the United States 
of America and Honduras^ Signed FeTyruary 1927 ** 

The United States of America and the Republic of Honduras, 
being desirous of enlarging the list of crimes on account of which 
extradition may be granted with regard to criminal acts committed 
in the United States of America or in the Republic of Honduras 
under the Ckmvention concluded between them for the extradition 
of fugitives from justice, signed on January 15, 1909, have resolved 
to conclude the present Additional Convention and have appointed 
for this purpose as their respective plenipotentiaries: 

The President of the United States of America: Mister George 
T. Summerlin, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plffliipotentiary 
of the United States of America to Honduras ; 

^Poreipn Relationa, 1926, voL n, p. 23. 

“ Not printed. 

“ Transmitted with Department’s instruction No. 101, Oct. 20, 1926 ; not printed. 

"In English and Spanish; Spanish text not printed. Eatiflcatlon advised bj 
the Senate, Mar. 14, 1928; ratified by the President, Mar. ^ 1928; ratified by 
Honduras, May 2, 1928; ratifications exchanged at T^dgalpa, June 6, 1928; 
proclaimed by the President, June 7, 1928. 
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The President of the Republic of Honduras : Doctor Pausto D&vila, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs; 

Who, having communicated to each other their respective full 
powers, found to be in due and proper form, have agreed upon the 
following articles: 

AicncaiE I 

The following punishable acts are hereby added to the list of 
crimes numbered 1 to 21 in Article II of the Convention of January 
15, 1909, tibat is to say: 

21 — Crimes against the laws for the suppression of the traffic in 
narcotic products. 

22 — ^Infractions of the customs laws or ordinances which may 
constitute crimes. 

Autiole II 

The present Convention shall be considered as an integral part 
of the aforementioned Extradition Convention signed January 15, 
1909, and it is agreed that the offense of participation as an accessory 
before or after the fact, numbered 21 in the Convention of 1909, shall 
now be numbered twenty-three (23), and the offenses set forth in 
Article I hereof shall be numbered 21 and 22 respectively. The 
paragraph relating to participation “as an accessory before or after 
the fact,” now renumbered 23, shall be applicable under appropriate 
circumstances to aU the crimes and offenses now numbered 1 to 22 
inclusive. 

Ajmcns HI 

The present Convention shall be duly ratified by the President of 
the United States of America, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate thereof, and by the Government of the Republic of 
Honduras; and the ratifications shall be exchanged at Tegucigalpa 
as soon as possible. 

This Convention shall take effect from the day of the exchange 
of the ratifications thereof; but either Contracting Party may at 
any time terminate the same on giving to the other six months 
notice of its intention to do so. 

In witness whereof, the respective plenipotentiaries have signed 
the present Convention in duplicate in the English and Spanish 
languages and have thereunto affixed their seals. 

Done at Tegucigalpa this 21st day of February in the year one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty seven. 

[sEAn] Gbohqb T. STranaEKiaKT 

[seal] F. Davila 
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DESTRUCTION OF THE HYDROPLANE OF COMMANDER DE PINEDO 
AT ROOSEVELT DAM, ARIZONA^ 

865.3311/46 

The Secretofry of State to the IMimi AinbassadoT {Martino) 

The Secretary of State presents his compliments to His Excellency, 
the Royal Italian Ambassador, and has the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of his note of March 14, 1927,^ in which, referring to 
previous correspondence in regard to the proposed flight over United 
States territory of a Dornier hydroplane of the Italian JSTavy piloted 
by Commander F. De Pinedo, the Ambassador states that it is 
expected that Commander De Pinedo will arrive at New Orleans on 
or about March 24 and sets forth the proposed itinerary of the 
hydroplane. 

In reply the Secretary of State has the honor to advise the Am- 
bassador that copies of his note have been transmitted to the Fed- 
eral Departments concerned and the Governors of the States men- 
tioned therein with a view to the extension to Commander De Pinedo 
of the courtesies and facilities usual in such cases. 

Washington, March 19^ 1927. 


866.3311/64 

The Secretary of State to the Italian Ambassador {Martino') 

Washington, Afril 7, 1927. 

Mt Dear Mr. Ambassador : I have learned with the greatest regret 
of the unfortunate accident which has resulted in the destruction of 
Commander de Pinedo’s seaplane at Roosevelt Dam, Arizona. 

As you are aware, the War Department has offered to place either 
one or two airplanes, with suitable personnel, at the disposition of 
Commander de Pinedo in order to enable him to complete his flight 
over the United States in accordance with the schedule originally 
planned. However, I understand that Commander de Pinedo prefers 
to await the arrival of a new seaplane from Italy. 

* For previous ccfrresxwndence concerning tlie flight of Conunander De Pinedo, 
see foreign Relations^ 1926, vol. n, pp. 445 ft, 

*Not printed. 
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This Government has viewed with admiration the remarkable 
achievement of Commander de Pinedo and will be glad to do all in 
its power to enable him to resume his flight at the earliest possible 
moment. Accordingly, if you will be so good as to let me know 
when and where the new seaplane is expected to arrive in the United 
States and where Commander de Pinedo desires to have it assembled, 
I shall take pleasure in requesting the appropriate authorities to 
render him all possible assistance. 

I am [etc.] Frank B. Kellogg 


865.3311/62 : Telegraia 

TTie AnibcisscidoT in Itcily {FletcTwr) to the SecretaTy of State 

Rome, April 7, 1927 — ruxm. 

[Received 12 : 29 p. m.] 

47. I have just telegraphed Mussolini expressing regret for the 
destruction of Pinedo’s airplane. Associated Press will telegraph text. 

Fuetcher 


865.3311/64 

TJie Amhassoedor m Italy {Fletcher') to the Secretary of State 

No. 1211 Rome, April 8, 19^. 

[Received April 20.} 

Sie; I have the honor to report that the news of the destruction of 
Colonel De Pinedo’s airplane, the “Santa Maria”, at Roosevelt Dam 
day before yesterday caused, as was to be expected, a great sensation 
in Italy. In view of the delay involved in securing a prompt inter- 
view with Mussolini, I thought it best to send him a telegram express- 
ing our regret that this accident should have happened in the United 
States. I telegraphed him as follows: 

“The President, the Government and people of the United States 
have followed mth growing interest and admiration the splendid rec- 
ord breaking flight of Colonel De Pinedo, undertaken and organized 
under Your FxceUency’s inspiration. I hasten to inform you ttat the 
entire American nation deeply and sincerely lament the destruction of 
the ‘Santa Maria’. A thorough investigation is being made and if a 
cowardly crime has been committed the ^ilty will be disa)veped and 
severely punished. I regret that this mould have occurred in my 
country, but I am convinced that this glorious flight which has l^n a 
wonderful augury for the future of world aviation, has simply been 
interrupted and will be resumed by the heroic Colonel De Pinedo who 
will finish it triumphantly and will be received everywhere with even 
greater enthusiasm. This attempt of fate or criminal folly will have 
only served to bring out in bolder relief the exceptional qualities of 
De Pinedo, who so worthily represents the virtues of the Italian race. 
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Neither moTintains nor oceans will prevent his arrival at the goal. 
De Pinedo is not Icarus.” 

and immediately received his reply, of which the following is a trans- 
lation : 

“I have received with particular gratification the sentiments of 
cordial sympathy which Tour Excellency in the name of the American 
nation and of yourself was good enough to express to me in connection 
with the loss of the ‘Santa Maria’. The interruption in the flight of 
De Pinedo, which until now had been so happily conducted and which 
world aeronautics had followed with manifest interest strikes, in 
reality, a painful blow to the Italian people. While I share with 
Your Exomency the full confidence that De Pinedo, in spite of the 
occurrence, will be able to bring to a finish his titanic undertaking, 
I must express to Your Excellency that Italy, bound to America by 
the most profound ties of friendship, sees absolutely no connection 
whatever between the painful incident and the fact that it took place 
on American territory. I beg Your Excellency to act as the interpreter 
of these sincere sentiments of mine to the great American Nation and 
to accept the renewed expressions of my gratitude.” 

This exchange of telegrams was prominently featured in aU the 
newspapers, as were the prompt offers of assistance made in Wash- 
ington. 

A new airplane of similar type is being rushed to the United States 
and Colonel De Pinedo will resume his flight as soon as it is received. I 
would suggest that all possible facilities be extended in connection 
with the despatch of this machine. 

The extreme Fascist papers immediately assmned that the destruc- 
tion of the “Santa Maria” was due to an anti-Fascist plot. While the 
facts, so far as known here, seem to me to indicate that such was not 
the case, I would, nevertheless, suggest that when Colonel De Pinedo 
resumes his flight a proper guard be afforded him and his machine at 
each stopping place. Were the anti-Fascist elements in the United 
State to be successful in wrecking a second machine or in injuring 
Colonel De Pinedo, the effect on public opinion here would be ex- 
tremely adverse and our Govenunent bitterly criticized. The Tribtma 
last night published extracts from manifestoes which have been issued 
in the United States, which emanate from anti-Fascist sources, and 
the former Deputy Vacirca is mentioned in this connection. One of 
the manifestoes is said to read as follows : 

“De Pinedo is the messenger of Fascism. He is, therefore, our great- 
est enemy. Let him know that upon his arrival on American soil he 
will be given the reception he merits.” 

Another extract reads: 

‘YTe wish to say but a few,_ frank words : De Pinedo is a Fascist, a 
supporter of the Fascist r6^me.” 
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The manifesto closes as follows : 

“Italian workmen ! Remember : Take part in all the receptions given 
in honor of De Pinedo and to glorify the Fascist monarchy. Take 
part and act. Demonstrate your solidarity with the martyred pro- 
letariat of Italy. 

“Prepare yourself from now on to undertake this dufy. 

“The Anti-Fascist Alliance of North America, first in all conmcts, 
appeals to you to transform these receptions in honor of De Pinedo 
into demonstrations of indignation against the Fascist brigandage. 
. “Long live the proletariat of Italy ! 

“Long live movements directed against murderous Fascism ! 

“Long live the Anti-Fascist Alliance of North America!” 

The secret service has probably already taken notice of the possi- 
bilities of some attempt against Colonel De Pinedo, but out of excess 
of caution I think it well to ask the Department to give this subject 
special attention. 

I have [etc.] Henbt P. Fletcher 


885.3311/56 : Telegram 

Th& Secretary of State to the Amt>assador m Italy {Fletcher) 

Washington, AyrU 8 , 19 B 7—4 p . m . 

29. Press despatches indicate that Fascist newspapers are charg- 
ing that the destruction of Pinedo’s plane was a deliberate act of 
sabotage committed by anti-Fascists, using as their basis certain 
portions of your reported niessage to Mussolini including the phrases 
“criminal foUy” and “cowardly crime”. 

Investigation reveals that the accident was caused by a lighted 
match carelessly dropped by an onlooker into oil-covered water sur- 
rounding the plane. Pinedo in an interview to the press states “In 
no way could the tragedy be connected with a plot against Fascism. 
It was purely an accident and I am sure my Government will regard 
it in no other light.” The Department is asking the Italian Ambas- 
sador to give official confirmation of this statement both here and 
in Italy, 

Please endeavor to diqiel any misapprehensions which may have 
arisen in Italy as to the nature of this deplorable accident. You may 
inform the Italian Govermnent that all governmental facilities here 
will be given to enable Pinedo to resume his flight at the earliest 
possible moment, and the Italian Ambassador has been so informed. 

Kellogg 
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865.3311/68 ' 

Mr. S. E. Stretton, Substation Supermtendent, to Mr. F. J. Paim, 

District Sales Mcmager^ Standard Oil Company of Oodifomia^ 

Phoenix, Aeiz., April 8, 1927. 

Italian Seaplane “Santa Mabia” 

The following is a detailed report of the actual fueling of Com- 
mander De Pinedo’s Seaplane at the Eoosevelt Lake, April 6th : 

The seaplane was sighted at Lake Roosevelt 10 : 14 a. m. and landed 
a few minutes later on the east side of the Lake. In your company 
the writer motored to the ship, took Commander De Pinedo aboard 
and returned to the landing, Apache Lodge. We showed the Com- 
mander our proposed method of fueling his ship and gave him his 
option of fueling from the boats or bringing his ship alongside the 
shore and fueling through a hose, direct from our tank truck which 
we had driven down an abandoned road and was approximately 
thirty-five feet above the water’s edge. Commander De Pinedo was 
much elated at the method we proposed of fueling through a hose 
and decided it was the best plan of refueling. 

The writer, accompanied by yourself, then returned to the seaplane 
which seemed to be having considerable difficulty “taxiing” to shore. 
They cut off their motors and signalled us alongside. We took them 
in tow and asked the assistance of another small out-board motor boat 
commanded by three young boys. The two boats then towed the 
seaplane to shore. 

A funnel was placed in the right pontoon and the writer climbed 
aboard and held our hose, (which was directly coimected to our tank 
truck), in the funnel. George Miller was at the faucet of the tank 
truck. Mr. Sayer from our Home Office remained with Mr. Mill er 
during the refueling. Mr. Arnold from our Home Office stood at 
the right wing of the monoplane and steadied it. He remained at 
this point until fire broke out. 

While the writer was holding the nozzle of our fueling hose in the 
funnel, the Italian mechanic came from inside the ship with a copper 
l-gallon oil funnel and placed it under the hose in the funnel and 
filled it with gasoline. He washed the measure, then threw the gaso- 
line overboard along^de the pontoon. He filled the funnel again 
and poured some on his hand in an attempt to determine the quality 
of the fuel being received; a portion of this was also thrown over- 
board. He then went below ship. 

* Copy transmitted to the Under Secretary of State by Mr. Philip H. Patchin, 
assistant to the president of the Standard OH Company of California, in a 
letter dated Apr. 14, 1927 ; not printed. 



124 


FOEBIGN EELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME HI 


We Med tlie tanks on the right pontoon and the writer then 
climbed aboard the left pontoon, keeping the hose in hand at all 
times— not a drop of gasoline was spilled. We then Med the left 
pontoon. During the fueling the pilot made frequent trips below and 
advised the writer each time just how much fuel was passing into 
the tanks. From the pilot’s conversation the tanks were evenly Med 
and not too full. The funnel was removed and the caps put on and 
tightened with a wrench by the ship’s mechanic. Our hose was then 
pulled across and loaded on our truck and faucets locked. The writer 
left the ship at this point and climbed the bank to our truck. 

The writer was standing beside the truck, accompanied by Mr. 
Howe, Special Agent at Miami, Mr. Ewing, Special Agent at Globe, 
Mr. George Miller, driver of the truck, Mr. Arnold, of the Home 
Office and others, when the pilot came from the left pontoon with a 
large water bucket Med with liquid and stated “Who wants some 
gasoline?” Ifobody answered so he threw it on the water between the 
two pontoons and down next to the motor boat which we used to tow 
him ashore. He went below again and immediately returned with 
another bucket of gasoline and threw that overboard at approximately 
the same place. The writer did not see the third bucket of gasoline 
but Mr. Aniold did. In all, tliree buckets of gasoline were thrown 
between the two pontoons aside from that thrown from the copper 
measure as mentioned above. 

When this gasoline was thrown on the water, Mr. Miller imme- 
diately suggested that we get the truck away as someone might 
throw a match near the water. He then started the truck and 
the parties mentioned above were assisting him in guiding him 
up the old road when we hit a soft place and the truck stuck and 
we were unable to move it further. Mr. Miller suggested the re- 
moval of the governor in order to have more power. This was 
okehed and he was in the act of doing this when someone shouted 
“&e.” The writer turned immediately, saw the pilot rush out the 
right wing and dive into the water. He made no effort whatever 
to combat the flames. The ship’s mechanic jumped from the front 
of one of the pontoons. Mr. Miller and the writer took the fire 
extinguishers from the truck and ran down the bank in an effort 
to stop the flames. The Pyrene was taken from the writer by your- 
self and you immediately boarded the ship, followed closely by Mr. 
Miller, Mr. Howe and the Apache Lodge cook. All was done that 
was possible but the flames had' gained too much headway as the 
gasoline thrown upon the water had covered a great area and had 
set the hydroplane afire at many places. 

During the actual fueling of the hydroplane the writer cautioned 
ail those ashore regarding smoking and lighting matches. No smok- 
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ing was done during the fueling of the ship. The writer did not 
feel, however, that he should take full command of the situation 
after we had finished fueling. 

We delivered 212 gallons in approximately forty minutes, finish- 
ing this work between twenty and fifteen minutes of twelve. The 
fire broke out at five minutes past twelve o’clock. We had billed 
the products and received check from Commander De Pinedo and 
cleared our truck away before fire started. 

From the writer’s viewpoint, the blame should be placed solely 
upon the crew of the Italian seaplane. 


865.3311/67 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Italy (Fletcher) to the Secretarry of State 

Kome, April P, 1927 — 11 a. m. 
[Eeceived April 9—10:30 a. m.] 

51, Your 29, April 8, 4 p. m. Press despatches put the cart before 
the horse. The Fascist newspapers immediately attributed the acci- 
dent to an anti-Fascist plot; hence my alternative reference to pos- 
sible sabotage, promising thorough investigation. It was necessary 
and had a good effect. KTow, however, in the light of Pinedo’s state- 
ment which has been published here it is generally understood that 
there was no anti-Fascist connection. 

FinrcHER 

865.3311/73 : T^egram 

The Arnhassador in Italy (Fletcher) to the Secretary of State 

Koiue, Jwne 17^ 1927 — noon. 
[Eeceived June 17 — 9 ; 05 a. m.] 

82. Have addressed letter to Premier Mussolini today extending 
congratulations in the name of the President and the people of the 
United States on De Pinedo’s return from his air voyage.^ 

Fletcher 

ACTIVITIES OF UNIFORMED FASCIST ORGANIZATIONS IN THE 
, UNITED STATES 

8ia,OOF/40 

The Ambassador in ItaTy^ (Fletcher) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1442 Eome, October 24 ^ 1927. 

[Eeceived November 9,] 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith, in copy and transla- 
tion, a front page statement taken from the October 1st Number of 

^ Commander De Pinedo had continued his flight in another plane sent from 
Italy. 
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Giovinessa, the Official Bulletin of the Fascist League of North 
America, which contains the text of the oath now administered to 
those who become members of the Fascist League of North America. 
Commendatore Cornelio di Marzio, the Secretary General of the 
“Fasci all ’Estero” (the Fascist Headquarters abroad) , who brought 
me this copy of Giovimssa, has explained to me that the oath was 
written by the Fascist League of North America and is used exclus- 
ively by that organization and not by the “Fasci all ’Estero”. He 
said that, in his opinion, there could be no criticism on the part of 
the “Fasci aU ’Estero” in case the American Government should deem 
it advisable to raise objections to the administration of this oath by 
the Fascist League of North America in the United States. The De- 
partment no doubt knows that the “Fasci all ’Estero” is the official 
Italian organization for the spread of Fascist propaganda abroad 
whereas the Fascist League of North America is the work of Italians 
who reside in the United States and is a purely local organization, 
incorporated under the laws of the state of New York, and of which 
Thaon de Eevel is the leading spirit. 

From the instructions to Fascists living abroad which are to be 
found in the Bulletin (No. 1) of the “Segretaria Generale dei Fasci 
aU ’Estero e NeUe Colonie” (Secretariat General of the Fascist Head- 
quarters Abroad and in the Colonies), a copy of which is enclosed 
herewith,® it would appear that this organization desires to show a 
proper regard for the rights of foreign nations over such Italians as 
reside within their frontiers. For example, Circular No. I/G of 
February 18, 1923 states that : 

“Fascists abroad must never forget that they are guests of a for- 
ei^ country and that they must conduct themselves accordingly. 
The most absolute observance of the laws of the country of residence 
and of the rules and regulations of the Party are the essentials of a 
Fascist who desires to be worthy of the name.” 

In this connection I attach a translation of a speech of the Prime 
Minister Mussolini which was made for reproduction by the Movie- 
tone or speaking motion picture film in the United States of Amer- 
ica, the text of which appears in the article referred to. The De- 
partment will recall that the brief statement which I made before 
the Movietone early in May of the present year (see my despatch 
No. 1250 of May 6, 1927) ® was an introduction to this speech of the 
Prime Minister. 

I have [etc.] Henry P. Fletcher 


“Not printed. 
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[Enclosure — Translation] 

Extract from ^^Giovinezza^'^ Oiftcial Bulletin of the Fascist League of 
North America^ for October i, 19^ 

To Clear Away All Doubts 

In the face of useless criticism and bitter calumnies Secretary 
of Labor J. Davis has denied the statements attributed to him and 
proclaimed that membership in the Fascist League of North America 
is not an obstacle to the acquisition of American citizenship. At the 
same time Commissioner General Crist has declared himself to be 
opposed to the stand taken by Examiner Thomas. Now the words 
of the Duce, so timely, clear, and precise are being conveyed to the 
American people through the medium of the Movietone. These 
words should be sufficient to reassure honest men and to cut short 
the idle speculations of dishonest ones. 

The following is the message of the Head of the National Govern- 
ment to the American people : 

“In addressing both a great though distant people and its Ambassa- 
dor who stands nearby and who is so worthy to represent that people, 
I am happy once more to declare my friendship for the American 
Nation. 

“An intelligent and alert Ambassador like His Excellency Mr. 
Fletcher easily notices every phase in the development of interna- 
tional friendship. His perception must already have convinced him 
of the constant sympathy and sincere admiration felt by all Italians 
for his country. 

“I also desire to pay tribute to Mr. Fletcher for having brought 
about this warmth of feeling. He is a symbol to Italy of Sie Starry 
Republic. He has kept alive in our hearts that warm feeling of 
friendship. 

“The friendliness with which Italy regards the 220,000,000 \lWr 
OOOfiOOl residents of the United States, from Alaska to Florida and 
from the Pacific to the Atlantic, will be a permanent feeling. Born 
of an instinctive sympathy, strengthened by common bonds of inter- 
est and by a War fought a!nd won together, this friendship constitutes 
an unchangeable bond between two nations, one of which is young 
while the other is bursting with a new life. Both nations are pre- 
paring energetically for the great future which awaits them. 

“While I greet the energy of the American people, I see and 
recognize among you, children of your land and ours, my compatriots 
who are working with you for the greatness of America. Once more 
I request those distant children of ours to preserve a double sense 
of honor : respect for the great land which affords them hospitality 
and for the prestige of the great land of their birth. 

“I now send my greetings to the great American people who are 
the incarnation of the spirit of initiative, zeal, and strength. I also 
greet their worthy and noble Government, their distinguished Ambas- 
sador here present, and finally the Italians of America who are both 
uniting our two countries with bonds of affection and honoring both 
by iieir work.” 

823422— 42— vol. ni 15 
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We give below the full text and translation* of the only oath 
which the Fascist League of North America requires its members to 
take in consequence of the deliberations of the Congress held in 
Philadelphia in 1925. It is very clear: 

I Swear Upon My Honor 

To serve with loyalty and discipline the Fascist Idea of Society 
based upon Religion, Nation and Family, and to promote respect 
for Law, Order and Hierarchy, and for the Tradition of the Race. 

To love, serve, obey and exalt the United States of America and to 
teach obedience to and respect for its Constitution and laws. 

To keep alive the veneration for Italy as our country of origin 
and as the eternal light of civilization and greatness. 

To fight with all my strength the theories and ideas aiming to 
subvert, corrupt or disintegrate Religion, Love of Country, and 
Family. 

To make all efforts to better my culture and myself, physically 
and morally, so as to deserve to belong to those who serve and 
guide the Nations in the ^eat^ moments. 

To be disciplined to uie hierarchies of the Fascisti League of 
North America. 

811.00P/41 

Memorandim hy the Assistant Secretary of State {Castle) of a 
Conversation With the IteMan Ambassador {Martino) 

[Washington,] November ^6^ 19^7. 

The Italian Ambassador called this morning to report his pres- 
ence in Washington. He told me that he had had several oppor- 
tunities to discuss in Rome the various actions of the Fascists in 
this country and that Mr. Mussolini was very angry at many of the 
things that were happening and said that many of the Fascists 
were acting as fools. Mussolini issued an order to all Fascist organ- 
ization [s] throughout the world, telling them that under no circum- 
stances were they to march in Fascist uniforms in foreign coimtries 
even though they had come to an agreement with the local author- 
ities permitting tHs. The Ambassador pointed out that it might 
well be that many of the Fascist organizations in the United States 
were made up of American citizens who would not follow the orders 
from Rome, but would insist, after agreement with the local author- 
ities, in marching in uniform. He wanted me to know that, if this 
was done, it was absolutely contrary to the advice of the Government. 

W[imAM] R. C[asjxe] 

‘The ItaUau text and English translation of the oath appeared in parallel 
columns. The Italian text is not printed. 
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REPRESENTATIONS BY THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR REGARDING 

NEWSPAPER ATTACKS IN THE UNITED STATES AGAINST THE 

ITALIAN GOVERNMENT 

811.918/197 

The I tcHiam* Amhassador {Martino) to the Secretary of State 

The Italian Ambassador presents his compliments to His Excellency 
the Secretary of State and has the honor to bring the following to 
his attention. 

The weekly paper II Martello of New York (77 East 10th Street) 
edited by the American citizen Carlo Tresca, has published under the 
signature of Giuseppe Altieri the article here enclosed.’' This article 
contains the most vulgar and virulent attack against Has Majesty the 
King of Italy and excites its readers to the assassination of the King. 

The Italian Ambassador feels that this publication is not only an 
insult to the Chief of a nation which entertains the most cordial and 
friendly relations with the United States of America, but represents 
a criminal activity because it is beyond any doubt that encouragement 
to murder is a crime. 

The Italian Ambassador will therefore be gratefxil to His Excellency 
the Secretary of State if he will inform him about the measures which, 
under the circumstances, the American Government will think it 
advisable to adopt against II Martello. 

Washington, Afril 77, 1927. 

811.918/204 

The Italian Amhassador {Martino) to the Assistant Secretary of 

State {Castle) 

Washington, H July^ 1927. 

My Dear Mr. Castle : A few days ago I wrote to you a long letter 
concerning the publication of indecent articles against H. M. the King 
of Italy in some radical papers of New York. 

Here enclosed I am sending you a translation of an article which 
appeared in the issue of July 10th of the Nuovo Mondo an Italian 
newspaper of New York.^ 

The article contains, among other indecent expressions, a threat 
of assassination which is, in my belief, a clear encouragement to 
crime. 

I feel that it is my duty to submit this case to your attention because 
it seems to me that instigation to commit murder, especially against 
the Head of a foreign Government, is a crime in itself. 

Believe me [etc.] G. db Martino 


Not printed. 
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811.918/187 

The Seeretary of State to the ItcHian Ambassador (Martino) 

Tke Secretary of State presents his compliments to His Excellency, 
the Eoyal Italian Ambassador, and has the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of his note of April 11, 1927, regarding an article attacking 
His Majesty, the King of Italy, and published in the April 2, 1927 
issue of the newspaper II Martello. 

Upon the receipt of the note under acknowledgment, the text of 
the article in question was refenred to the appropriate authorities of 
this Government for an opinion as to whether its publication consti- 
tuted an offense under any Federal Statute and as to whether it 
could he sent through the United States mails. 

The Secretary of State is now in receipt of opinions from these 
authorities ® according to which the article is not unmailable under 
the laws governing the use of the United States mails, and its publica- 
tion does not constitute an infringement of any Federal Statute. 

The text of the article was accordingly referred to the proper 
authorities of the State of Kew York for an opinion as to whether 
it is actionable imder any of the Statutes of that State. Upon re- 
ceipt of the final reply the Secretary of State will not fail to 
co mmuni cate the substance thereof to His Excellency, the Royal 
Italian Ambassador.^ 

Washingtoit, Jrdy 19, 19WI, 


811.918/204 

The Assistami Secretary of State (Castle) to the Italian Ambassador 

(Martino) 


Washington, Jvly £9, 19^. 

Mt Dear Mr. Ambassador : I have received your letter of July 14 , 
1927, in which you enclose translation of an article published in the 
July 10, 1927, issue of the New York newspaper Nuovo Mondo, 
attacking His Majesty the Bong of Italy. 

I desire to express to you my regret that any newspaper published 
in this country should have so little regard for good taste and inter- 
national comtesy as to print such material. 

At the same time I do not think that, in the present iustancA, there 
would be any likelihood of successful prosecution under our laws. 

Very sincerely yours. 


W. R. Castoe, Jr. 


* Not printed. 

" Correspondence with authorities of New Fork State not printed. 

“No final reply from the authorities of the State of New York appears in 
Department files. 
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811.918/208 

The ItaLia/n Ambassador {Martino) to the Assistant Secretory of 

State {Castle) 

Washington', January 4, 1928. 

My Dear Mr. Castle: I have, on several occasions, and recently 
in my letter of July 14th, called your attention on articles published 
by some Italian radical papers in New York which contain excite- 
ment to commit crimes against His Majesty the King of Italy and 
members of the Italian Government. 

I now find in the issue of December 8th of II Nuovo Mondo an 
editorial which concludes with the paragraph here below translated : 

“The murderous dictatorship has completely lost its head. So 
much the better. The day of Nemesis is drawing even nearer. More 
victinoLS are torn from the homes of Italy, more crimes conmitted, 
more lead added. But the sad experiment is at the end of its arc. 
It is true that its impulse, its weight, becomes stronger, but the 
end is near. We feel it in the spasmodic thirst for vengeance which 
calls for more blood. Yes, more blood. But, out of that blood, 
how much salutary fruit for the ItaUan people !” 

As I did on similar occasions, I feel that it is my duty now to 
submit this case to your attention because it seems to me that insti- 
gation to commit murder, especially against the Head of a foreign 
Government, is a crime in itself. 

Believe me [etc.] G. db Martino 

811.918/208 

The Assistant Secretary of State {Castle) to the Italicm Arribassador 

{Martino) 

Washington, January 12^ 1928. 

Mt Dear Mr. Ambassador : I have received your letter of J anuary 
4, 1928, in which you call my attention to the translation of an article 
stated to have been published in the December 8, 1927 issue of II 
Nicovo Mondo, attacking the Italian Government. 

I deeply regret that any newspaper published in this country should 
permit the political opinions of its staff regarding the conduct of a 
foreign Government to be publicly expressed in the foolish and in- 
temperate language reproduced in your note under acknowledgment. 

I have, however, no option but to point out that, as in the previous 
case mentioned by you, there would be no likelihood, under our exist- 
ing laws, of successful prosecution in the instance now quoted by 
you. 


Very sincerely yours, 


W. E. Castle, Jr. 
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CONSIDERATION OF INFORMAL PROPOSAL FOR LOAN BY AMERICAN 
BANKERS TO THE SOUTH MANCHURIA RAILWAY 

(See Yolume H, pages 482 ff.) 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND LATVIA REGARD- 
ING MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF SHIP MEASUREMENT CERTIFI- 
CATES 

860P.86«y8 

The Minister in Latvia {Oolemmi) to the Secretary of State 

No. 4934 Riga, December 19^. 

[Received December 28.] 

Sir : I have the honor to refer to the Department’s Instruction No. 459, 
of August 29, 1927 (File No. 860P.855/4)5 to the Legation’s telegram. 
No. 64, of November 5, 1927, and to the Department’s telegram No. 33, 
of November 15, 1927,^ regarding the acceptance of the admeasure- 
ments of vessels of Latvia and the United States by the officials of the 
other country, and to enclose copies of the notes exchanged on this 
subject between the I^egation and the Latvian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

I have [etc.] F. W. B. Coieman 


[Enclosure 1 j 

The Amcriccm Minister {Colema/n) to the Latvian Minister for Foreign 

Affairs {Cielens) 

Riga, September 30^ 1927. 

Excellency: Referring to Your Excellency’s note No. 13781, of 
June 28, 1927, ^ enclosing copies of an English translation of the rules 
and regulations based on the Latvian admeasurement laws, I now have 
the honor to inform Your Excellency that the rules set forth in the 
translation have been compared with those of the United States and 
the two have been found to be substantially in accord. My Govern- 
ment therefore is prepared to issue the necessary instructions for the 
recognition of the tonnages set forth in the registers or other national 
papers of Latvian vessels as measured under the aforesaid rules as the 

^None printed. 

* Note not found in Department files ; copies of the rules and regulations were 
transmitted to the Department in despatch No. 4582, July 1, 1927, from the Min- 
ister in Latvia. (FUe No. 860P.855/3.) 
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toimage of tlie vessels, so that it will not be necessary for such vessels 
to be remeasured at any port in the United States. 

The issuance of such instructions is conditioned upon a similar rec- 
ognition being accorded by the Latvian Government to the certificates 
of registry or other national papers of American ships. Upon receipt 
of a note from Your Excellency stating that the Latvian Government 
has issued the necessary instructions for the recognition of the certifi- 
cates of registry or other national papers of vessels of the United 
States, together with the date upon which such instructions become 
effective, my Government will issue appropriate instructions for the 
recognition of papers of Latvian vessels. 

I avail myself [etc.] [File copy not signed] 


[Enclosure 2] 

The Latvian Minister for Foreign Affairs {Cielens) to the Americcm 

Mmister (Colenum) 

No. E.603/24/23873 Eiqa, S NoverrCb&r^ 19^7. 

Excexlenot: Referring to Tour Excellency’s note of September 
30, 1927, stating that the existing laws and regulations in the terri- 
tories of the United States in regard to measurement of tonnage of 
merchant vessels are in substantial agreement with these of Latvia, 
I now have the honor to inform Your Excellency that my Govern- 
ment is issuing the necessary instructions for the recognition of the 
tonnages set forth in the registers or other national papers of Ameri- 
can vessels as the tonnage of the vessels, so that it will not be neces- 
sary for such vessels to be remeasured at any port in Latvia. The 
instructions become effective as of November 16, 1927, 

The above instructions are issued on condition that similar terms 
shall be accorded to Latvian ships equipped with certificates of regis- 
try or other national papers duly issued by the competent Latvian 
authorities on or after the 4th June, 1925, and that such ships shall 
be exempted from being remeasured at any port in the United States. 
I avail myself [etc,] F. Cbblens 


[Enclosure 3] 

The American Mmister (Coleman) to the Latvian Mimster for Foreign 

Affairs (Cielens) 


Riga, November 17^ 19^. 

Excellenct : With reference to Your Excellency’s Note of Novem- 
ber 3, 1927, stating that the Latvian Government has issued instruc- 
tions providing for the recognition of the tonnages set forth in the 
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registers or other national papers of American vessels, I have the 
honor to inform Your Excellency that I have been advised by my 
Government that on November 9, 1927, the appropriate American 
ofiBicials were instructed to accept in ports of the United States the 
admeasurement of Latvian vessels which carry certificates of regis- 
try or other national papers duly certified on or after Jime 4, 1925, 
by competent Latvian authorities, as denoting the tonnage of such 
vessels. 

I avail myself [etc.] 


[File copy not signed] 



LIBERIA 

ASSUMPTION BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE OF FUNCTIONS 
ALLOTTED TO IT IN AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE FIRESTONE 
INTERESTS AND THE LIBERIAN GOVERNMENT" 

882.61/1926 

Messrs, Shearman c& Sterling to the Secretary of State 


New York, January 19^7, 

Sir : We are informed that there is shortly to be submitted to you 
by the Eepublic of Liberia an executed counterpart of a Loan Agree- 
ment, dated September 1, 1926, between the Eepublic of Liberia, the 
Finance Corporation of America, and The National City Bank of 
New York, as Fiscal Agent, with the request to be informed whether 
the Department of State of the United States will undertake the obliga- 
tions imposed upon it by this Agreement.^ 

In the event that your reply is in the aflBirmative, the Finance Cor- 
poration of America and the Fiscal Agent, as the other two parties 
to the Agreement, will greatly appreciate being so informed by you. 

Respectfully, 


Shearman & Sterling 

Attorneys for Finance Corporation of America amd 
The National City Bank of New York as Fiscal Agent 


882.51/1926 

The Acting Secretary of State to Messrs, Shearman & Sterling 

Washington, March 3^ 19^7, 

Sirs: The receipt is acknowledged of your letter of January 28, 1927, 
concerning the submission to the Department, by the Eepublic of 
Liberia, of an executed counterpart of a Loan Agreement between the 
Eepublic of Liberia, the Finance Corporation of America, and the 
National City Bank of New York, as Fiscal Agent, with a request on 
the part of the Liberian Government to be informed whether the De- 
partment of State of the United States would undertake the obligations 
imposed upon it by this Agreement. You ask that the Finance Cor- 
poration of America and the Fiscal Agent, as the other two parties to 

" For previous correspondence concerning these agreements, see Foreign Rela- 
Cions, 1926, vol. n, pp. 603 f£, 

* Fox text of the agreement, see idia., p. 574. 
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the Agreement^ be notified of the decision of this Government in the 
matter. 

In reply, you are informed that the Department has received the 
Agreement in question from the hands of Mr. Sidney de la Bue, Re- 
ceiver General of Customs and Financial Adviser of the Republic of 
Liberia, together with a note from the Secretary of State of the Repub- 
lic of Liberia,® advising the Department of the approval by the Legis- 
lature of Liberia of the Loan Agreement and requesting that this 
Government imdertake the obligations allotted to it by the Agreement. 

The Department has instructed the American Legation at Mon- 
rovia to acknowledge the receipt of the note and of the copy of the 
Agreement, stating that it is the understanding of this Government 
that the approval of this Agreement by the Liberian Legislature 
now enables the Liberian Government to take such measures as may 
be necessary for the retirement of the bonds issued under the 1912 
Loan Agreement,^ under which this Government performs certain 
functions analogous to those contemplated under the present Agree- 
ment, and to inform the Liberian Government that this Government, 
upon the extinguishment of the 1912 Loan, will be glad to assume 
the responsibilities allotted to it by the terms of the present Agree- 
ment. 

It appears from the Agreement of September 1, 1926, between the 
Government of Liberia and the Finance Corporation of America 
that the Government of Liberia has hypothecated for the service of 
the loan to be made pursuant to that Agreement the same revenues 
as are hypothecated by the Agreement of March 7, 1912, between the 
Liberian Government and certain bankers. The Liberian Govern- 
ment will readily appreciate that the Department could not appro- 
priately consent to participate in any action under the new Agree- 
ment which would have the effect of transferring the revenues 
hypothecated under the Agreement of 1912 to the service of the loan 
made pursuant to the new Agreement, so long as any of the bonds 
issued under the Agreement of 1912 remain unpaid. The transfer 
of the revenue from the service of the 1912 loan to the service of 
the new loan, so long as any of the 1912 bonds remain impaid would 
entail a violation by the Liberian Government of the Agreement of 
1912 to which the parties to the 1912 Agreement and the holders of 
the 1912 bonds could appropriately object, as might also the Gov- 
ernments of Great Britain and France, which are involved in the 
1912 Agreement, as is the Government of the United States. There- 
fore, until the 1912 bonds are called in, the Department will be 
imable to recommend to the President that he take any action under 

* Foreign Relations, 192e, vol. rr, p. 573. 

* See ilM., 1912, pp. 667 ff. 
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the new Agreement, except to the extent that such action may be 
taken consistent with the terms of the 1912 Agreement. 

It is the intention of the Department to recommend to the Presi- 
dent that he designate Mr. Sidney de la Eue as Financial Adviser 
under the new Agreement as soon as the 1912 bonds have been called 
and the Department imderstands that Mr. de la Hue is making pro- 
visional arrangements for the selection of the financial officers 
envisaged in the new Loan Agreement and that these nominations 
will be made formally and officially as soon as Mr. de la Rue is 
appointed under the new Agreement. 

The American Legation at Monrovia has further been instructed to 
explain the position of this Government so that there may be no 
uncertainty or misunderstanding as to the implications of the new 
Agreement so far as they affect this Government, and to assure the 
Liberian Government of the willingness of this Government to co- 
operate in effecting the substitution of the new Agreement for the 
Loan Agreement of 1912. 

The Department takes pleasure in repeating to the Finance Corpo- 
ration of America and to the National City Bank of New York, as 
Fiscal Agent, the other two parties to the Agreement, the assurances 
given the Liberian Government. 

I am [etc.] Joseph C. Grew 

882.61/1925 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Charge in Liberia {Wharton) 

No. 334 Washington, March 19%7, 

Sir : The Department has received from the hands of Mr. Sidney 
De la Eue, Receiver General of Customs of the Republic of Libeiua, 
a note dated December 9 from the Liberian Secretary of State,’ 
advising the Department of the approval by the Legislature of 
Liberia of the Loan Agreement between the Government of Liberia 
and the Finance Corporation of America, transmitting a certified 
copy thereof, and requesting that this Government undertake the 
obligations allotted to it by the Agreement. 

You are instructed to address the following note to the Secretary 
of State of Liberia and to present it in person: 

‘T have the honor to inform you that I am instructed by my Gov- 
ernment to acknowledge to you the receipt of your note oi December 
9 addressed to the Secretary of State of the united States, advising 
him of the approval by the Legislature of Liberia of the Loan Agree- 
ment between the Republic of Liberia and the Finance Corporation 
of America, and transmitting a certified copy thereof. 

^^You request, on behalf of your Government, ^at my Government 
undertake certain obligations as defined in the instrument under 
reference. 

Foreign Belationa, 1920, voL n, p. 67a 
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“It is the understanding of ir^ Goyemment that the approval of 
this Agreement by the Liberian Legislature now enables the Liberian 
Government to take such measures as may be necessary for the retire- 
ment of the bonds issued under the 1912 Loan Agreement, under 
which my Government performs certain functions analogous to those 
contemplated in the present Agreement. My Government desires 
me to state that upon the extinguishment of the 1912 Loan it will be 

f lad to assume the responsibilities allotted to it by the terms of the 
loan Agreement between the Government of Liberia and the Finance 
Corporation of America.” 

It appears from the Agreement of September 1, 1926, between the 
Government of Liberia and the Finance Corporation of America 
that the Government of Liberia has hypothecated for the service of 
the loan to be made pursuant to that agreement the same revenues 
as are hypothecated by the Agre^ent of March 7, 1912, between 
the Liberian Government and certain bankers. The Liberian Gov- 
ernment will readily appreciate that the Department could not ap- 
propriately consent to participate in any action imder the new 
Agreement which would have the effect of transferring the revenues 
hypothecated under the Agreement of 1912 to the service of the 
loan made pursuant to the new Agreement, so long as any of the 
bonds issued under the Agreement of 1912 remain unpaid. The 
transfer of the revenue from the service of the 1912 loan to the 
service of the new loan, so long as any of the 1912 bonds remain 
unpaid would entail a violation by the Liberian Government of the 
Agreement of 1912 to which the parties to the 1912 Agreement and 
the holders of the 1912 bonds could appropriately object, as might 
also the Governments of Great Britain and France, which are in- 
volved in the 1912 Agreement, as is the Government of the United 
States. Therefore, until the 1912 bonds are called in, the Depart- 
m«it will be unable to recommend to the President that he take 
any action under the new Agreement, except to the extent that such 
action may be taken consistent with the terms of the 1912 Agreement. 

It is the intention of the Department to recommend to the Presi- 
dent that he designate Mr. Sidney De la Rue as Financial Adviser 
under the new Agreement as soon as the 1912 bonds have been called 
and the Department understands that Mr. De la Rue is making pro- 
visional arrangements for the selection of the financial officers en- 
visaged in the new Loan Agreratnent and that these nominations 
will be made formally and officially as soon as Mr. De la Rue is 
appointed under the new Agreement. 

You may supplement your note to the Liberian Secretary of State 
with oral explanatory observations on the basis of the foregoing 
so that there may be no uncertainty or misunderstanding as to the 
implications of the new Agreement so far as they affect this Govern- 
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ment. You should, at the same time, assure him of the willingness 
of this Government in effecting the substitution of the new Agree- 
ment for the Loan Agreement of 1912. 

I am [etc.] Joseph C. Grew 

882.61761’ 61/236 

Mt. Matvey B. Firestone^ Jr., to the Libenan Becretonry of State 

(JBatdlayY 

[Akbon, Ohio,] M Mareh^ 1927. 

Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith Agreement Number Two 
between the Government of the Kepublic of Liberia and Firestone 
Plantations Company,^ executed for the Government by Edwin Bar- 
clay, Secretary of State and now executed for Firestone Plantations 
Company by Mr. Harvey S. Firestone and Mr. Harvey S. Firestone, Jr. 

The delivery to you of this executed Agreement marks the conclu- 
sion of the first great step in the development by us of large rubber 
producing areas in the Eepublic of Liberia. For the past several years 
the Liberian Government and ourselves have tried to gain a knowl- 
edge of the practical problems of the other and, as a result, we now 
jointly have concluded this Agreement which satisfactorily observes 
our mutual interests and provides a sound foundation on which to 
build. 

In building on this foundation for the years to come, each of us, 
of course, realizes that problems may arise which it has been impossible 
to anticipate and specifically provide for in this Agreement. How- 
ever, we are confident that through mutual cooperation so firm a 
relationship of understanding and common purpose will be established 
that these problems will be harmoniously and speedily settled for the 
best interests of both. 

I wish to take this opportunity of expressing our appreciation of the 
fine cooperation which we have been and are receiving from the 
Liberian Government and of emphasizing how vital it is to the success 
which we mutually are so desirous of attaining. 

We have very pleasant memories of the personal courtesies extended 
to us and again offer our appreciative thanks. 

With renewed expressions [etc.] 

[Hahvet S. Firestone, Jr.] 

Vice President 

* Copy transmitted to Henry Carter of the Division of Western European Affairs, 
Department of State, by Harvey S. Firestone, Jr., under covering letter of the 
same date; received Mar. 24. 

’For text of the agreement, see the Liberian Legislature’s act of ratification 
of Nov. 10, 1926, Foreign, Belationa, 1926, vol. n; p. 661. 
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882.6176 F 61/231 

Mr. Harvey S. Firestone, Jr., to the Assistant Secretary of State 

{Casth) 

Akhon, Ohio, March 2^, 19^. 

Dear Snt: In behalf of Firestone Plantations Company, I have 
the honor to present you herewith, copy of an Agreement entered into 
between this Company and the Government of the Republic of Li- 
beria dated October 2, 1926 and approved by the Legislature of the 
Republic of Liberia on November 10, 1926.® 

We have endeavored to keep your Department fully advised dur- 
ing the progress of negotiations looking to the consummation of this 
Agreement. We hand you a copy thereof to complete your file. 

We beg to direct your attention to Paragraph {n) of this Agree- 
ment providing means of arbitration between the parties. You will 
note therein provision for the use of the good offices of the Depart- 
ment of State of the United States in the matter of arbitration. 

We would deeply appreciate an expression of the Department’s ap- 
proval of the provision and of its wi llin gness to act when called on 
in the matter of arbitration as therein provided. 

Respectfully yours, 

Firestone Plantations Company 
Harvbt S. Firestone, Jr. 

Vice President 


882.6176 F 51/231 

The Secretary of State to Mr. Harvey S. Firestone, Jr. 

Washington, April 12, 19W1. 

Sir: The receipt is acknowledged of your letter of March 24, 1927, 
enclosing a copy of Planting Agreement No. 2 between the Firestone 
Plantations Company and the Liberian Government, and calling the 
Department’s attention to the provisions of Article IV, paragraph {n ) , 
respectiug arbitration procedure. 

The Department will be pleased to assume the functions allotted 
to it in that paragraph and has accordingly instructed the American 
Legation at Monrovia to notify the Liberian Government to that 
effect. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State : 

Wm. R. Castle, Jr. 

Assistant Secretary 

‘For text of this agreement, see Foreign Relations, 1926, voL n, p. 561, 
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882.6176 F 51/231 

The Secretary of Staie to the Charge m L^eria {Wharton) 

No. 341 Washington, April IS, 19£7. 

Sir: There is transmitted herewith copy of a letter, dated March 24, 
1927, from the Firestone Plantations Company, which enclosed a copy 
of Planting Agreement No. 2, between the Firestone Plantations Com- 
pany and the Liberian Government, and which called the Depart- 
ment’s attention to the provisions of Article IV, paragraph (n), 
respecting arbitration procedure. 

It is believed that a copy of Planting Agreement No. 2 is in your 
files. 

The Department feels certain that the Liberian Government already 
understands that the Department is prepared to perform the functions 
allotted to it in paragraph (n) of Article TV of Planting Agreement 
No. 2. However, in view of Mr. Firestone’s request and in order to 
prevent any possible misunderstanding, it is desired that you inform 
the Liberian Government in writing of the willingness of the Depart- 
ment to assume the obligations imder reference. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

W. E. Castle, Jr. 


882.61/1942 

The Charge in Liberia {Wharton) to the Secretary of State 

No. 463 Monrovia, Liberia, May 5, 19S7. 

Diplomatic [EeceivedMay 28.] 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I have complied with the 
Department’s instructions No. 334, of March 4, 1927, relative to the 
assumption by my Government of the responsibilities allotted to it 
by the terms of the Loan Agreement between the Government of 
Liberia and the Finance Corporation of America. 

On April 22, 1927, in presenting my note dated April 19, 1927, to 
the Secretary of State of Liberia, I supplemented it with the oral 
explanatory observations set forth in the Department’s No. 334, of 
March 4, 1927. A copy of the Liberian Government’s reply thereto 
is herewith enclosed. , 

With reference to the Liberian Government’s reply of April 26, 
1927, 1 took occasion a few days later, April 28, 1927, in an informal 
conversation with the Secretary to enquire the exact meaning of the 
words “reasonably object.” The Secretary replied that his Govern- 
ment at no time had ever repudiated its debts and always had paid 
its debts; further that his Government in its agreement with the 
Finance Corporation had safeguarded the rights of the bondholders 
of the 1912 Loan. 



LIBERIA 


143 


I replied that while I had assured him of the willingness of my 
Government in effecting the substitution of the new Agreement, it 
was absolutely necessary to direct his attention to the rights of the 
holders of the bonds of the 1912 Loan to avoid any misunderstanding 
as to the implications of the new Agreement so far as they affected 
my Government; further that nothing was said with regard to the 
Liberian Government’s not paying its debts and I wish he would 
explain to me just what he meant. 

The Secretary confidentially said he did not mean my observa- 
tions had imputed to his Government a disregard of the rights of 
the bondholders, nor did he mean that the 1912 bonds would not be 
refunded, but there was a tendency on the part of certain people, 
... to raise unnecessary questions whenever the matter of refimd- 
ing the 1912 Loan came up. He further said that in the past such 
questions had been raised without any justification whatsoever and 
therefore he had inserted the words “reasonably object.” 

I have [etc.] Clepton E. Whaeton 


[Enclosure] 

The Liherian Secretary of State {Barclay') to the American Charge 

{Wharton) 

379/D Moneovia, Liberia, April 25, 1927. 

Sm : I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch of 
the 19th of April 1927, with reference to the request of this Govern- 
ment made to the Government of the United States that they 
undertake certain obligations specified in the Loan Agreement be- 
tween the Kepublic of Liberia and the Finance Corporation of 
America, and to say that I have taken careful note of the verbal 
explanatory observations made by you while presenting the note 
above referred to. 

Whilst expressing my Government’s appreciation of the prompt 
lYinnTiP.r in which the Government of the United States has met its 
request, I beg leave to say with reference to the conditions attached 
to the United States Government’s acceptance of the obligations laid 
upon it by the said Loan Agreement, that in concluding that agree- 
ment with the Finance Corporation of America for a credit of Five 
Million Dollars the Government of Liberia was fully conscious of 
its obligations under the 1912 loan agreement; and, that in view of 
those obligations, provisions have been made for the retirement of 
the 1912 loan before the proceeds of the new loan can be applied 
to any other purpose, as will more fully appear by reference to the 
terms of the Loan Agreement of September 1, 1926. 

323422 — 42— vol. Hi 16 
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I desire to emphasize that the Government of Liberia will see 
to it that no action be taken under the new agreement to which the 
bondholders of the 1912 loan can reasonably object. 

I have [etc.] Edwin Barclay 


882.51/1925 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in Liberia {Wharton) 

Washington, May 6, 19^7 — % p. m. 

16. Department’s mail instruction No. 334, March 4. The De- 
partment is surprised to learn that the Liberian Government has 
construed the remarks made by you at the time of your presentation 
of this Government’s reply to Barclay’s note of December 9 as im- 
plying that the Liberian Government had violated, or intended to 
violate, the Loan Agreement of 1912, and as casting a gratuitous 
reflection upon the good faith of the Liberian Government. This 
Government had absolutely no such thought in mind in instructing 
you to make those remarks which were intended purely and simply 
to point out to the Liberian Government the technical legal difficulties 
which prevented this Government from immediately assuming the 
functions assigned to it under the new Agreement. These difficulties 
were fully explained to De la Eue at the time the instruction was 
drafted and it is understood that he has already cabled the Liberian 
Government on the subject. 

Please explain matters to the Liberian Government in the above 
sense in order that all misunderstanding may be completely dispelled. 

ElEILOGO 


882.51/19414 

Mr, Harvey S, Firestone^ Jr.^ to Mr, Harvey S. Firestone ® 

[Akron, Ohio,] May 7, 19^7, 

Dear Sir : I hand you herewith copy of executed Loan Agreement 
between the Government of the Kepublic of Liberia and Finance 
Corporation of America, with the National City Bank of New York 
as Fiscal Agent. 

The history of the negotiations of this Loan Agreement dates back 
to a clause incorporated in one of the early drafts of Planting Agree- 
ment No. Two, signed by you on January 12, 1925, and taken im- 
mediately thereafter to Liberia by Mr. W. D. Hines. This clause 
reads as follows: 

this copy was received by the Department not 
“ Relations, 1925, vol. n, p. 394. 
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“It IS further agreed that the Lessee shall use his best eflPorts to 
secure either from the Government of the United States or from some 
other person or persons, a loan of not less than $2,000,000.00, or more 
than $5,000,000.00, upon all the terms and conditions of the loan of 
$5,000,000.00 which was contemplated in the proposed Agreement 
between the Government of Liberia and the Government of the United 
States and was approved by the Government of Liberia on or about 
the . . . day of ... , 19 ... . Such loan, whether made by 
the Government of the United States or by others, to be under the 
terms and conditions last mentioned, and the Government of Liberia 
agrees to accept such loan on such terms if it can be secured within 
five years from this date.” 

As a result of further negotiation, the clause regarding the Loan 
was changed and appears as follows in the Planting Agreement 
Number Two, as finally executed : 

“It is further agreed that the Lessee shall use its [Ais] best efforts 
to secure either from the Government of the United States, or, with 
the approval of the Secretary of State of the United States, from 
some other person or persons, a loan of not less than $5,000,000 to 
establish a credit for public development in the Republic of Liberia 
to the end that the credit may be a revolving credit, set up through 
reserves so as to meet the future requirement of funds for such 
development. Such loan shall be upon the terms and conditions to 
be negotiated by a Commission to be appointed by the President of 
Liberia, who shall proceed promptly to the United States for such 
purpose. It is understood that such terms and conditions as agreed 
upon shall be subject to the approval of the Legislature of the Re- 
public of Liberia.” 

Instead of sending a Commission, President King of Liberia sent 
Secretary of State Edwin Barclay to the United States to negotiate 
the terms of the Loan Agreement in addition to completing and 
signing the Planting Agreement. Secretary Barclay arrived in the 
United States on August 11 [1^], 1926 ; Mr. de la Rue arrived about 
August 20, 1925. 

To facilitate the negotiations, a corporation of nominal capital with 
the name “Finance Corporation of America” was incorporated, 
{September 11, 1925) under the laws of the State of Delaware. 

During the latter part of August and the first half of September, 
successive drafts of a Loan Agreement were prepared by Colonel 
Ralph Crews of Shearman and Sterling, the original draft being 
based on the proposed 1921 United States Government Loan to 
Liberia which failed of ratification by the American Congress. 
During this time Colonel Crews was assisted by Mr. Harvey S. Fire- 
stone, Jr., and Mr. de la Rue. Colonel Crews talked with Secretary 
Barclay from time to time and secured his thoughts on various 
points. Subsequently a Loan Agre^ent which was satisfactory both 
to Secretary Barclay and ourselves was completed, printed and ini- 
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tialed as satisfactory by Secretary of State Barclay on September 17, 
1925, subject to the approval and sanction of the Liberian Legis- 
lature.^^ 

This Loan Agreement was accepted by the Liberian Legislature on 
January 28th and February 16, 1926, subject to many modifications 
which were not acceptable to us and we so advised them. For the 
next few months no particular attempt was made to straighten out 
the terms of the Loan Agreement, as everyone felt that there would 
be no use further negotiating the Loan Agreement until the Planting 
Agreement had been satisfactorily straightened out; without a satis- 
factory Planting Agreement, a Loan Agreement was of no interest. 

Mr. Hines left for Liberia the middle of Mardi 1926, and Mr. 
de la Rue arrived here in April, 1926. No tangible conclusion of the 
Loan Agreement was attempted while Mr. de la Rue was in the 
United States, as we felt it would be better to await until my arrival 
in Liberia in September, 1926. 

On October 20, 1926, the Liberian Government received from Shear- ' 
man and Sterling, over Mr. Guy Cary’s signature, a letter dated 
September 17, 1926,“ transmitting a new, reprinted Loan Agreement, 
executed by Finance Corporation of America,^® which contained some 
of the provisions that the Liberian Legislature had included in its 
Resolutions of January 28 and February 16, 1926, and also contained 
provisions that Finance Corporation of America desired, but some of 
which were objectionable to the Liberian Government. Negotiations 
were completed satisfactorily and the Liberian Legislature ratified a 
revised Loan Agreement agreeable to all parties on December 7, 1926.“ 

On January 25, 1927 Mr. de la Rue arrived in the United States 
bringing with him the final completed Loan Agreement properly 
executed by the Liberian Government. He also brought with him 
proper proofs of the correct legal procedure in connection with the 
ratification and execution of the Loan Agreement by the Republic of 
Liberia, as well as the opinion of Liberian counsel and all other data 
required by Shearman and Sterling enabling them, as counsel for 
Finance Corporation of America and the Fiscal Agent, to formally 
approve the terms of the Agreement, the procedure of its execution and 
the bond issue itself. 

On March 3, 1927, the United States Department of State wrote 
Finance Corporation of America agreeing to assume the obligations 
imposed upon the United States Government by the terms of the 
Loan Agreement. 

^ Foreign Relatiom, 1925, vol. n, p. 463. 

"Not printed; see letter ol Sept. 26, 1926, from Guy Cary to tbe Department, 
Foreign BelaUons, 1928, vol. it p. 546. 

" J6id., p. 548. 

“J&id., p. 574. 
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Mr. de la Rue left the United States on May 4, 1927, having made 
all necessary arrangements for the prompt and proper commencement 
of the new Loan Agreement on July 1, 1927, at which time the 1912 
Loan will be refunded. 

In addition to handling all of the details to carry out the transition 
from the old Loan Agreement to the new Loan Agreement on July 1, 
1927, Mr. de la Rue engaged all the additional personnel necessary 
under the new Loan Agreement, namely : 

Ralph H. Birkmire for Bonded Auditor, 

Charles Colegrove for Assistant Bonded Auditor, and 
Cathey M. Berry for Supervisor of Internal Revenue. 

C. T. Bussell, who has been Mr. de la Rue’s assistant under the old 
Loan will take the position of Supervisor of Customs under the new 
Loan Agreement. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Harvey S. Firestone, Jr. 


8S2.&1/1938 : Telegram 

The Charge in Liberia {Wharton) to the Beeretwry of State 

Monrovia, May 10^ 1927 — 10 p. m. 

[Received May 11 — 4:80 p. m.] 

24. Department’s telegram 16, May 6, 2 p. m. My remarks of 
April 22nd upon presenting note contained only exact words of De- 
partment’s instruction number 334, March 4th. Barclay’s written 
reply April 26th not clear to me, and 28th I discussed matter with 
him and understanding reached as will appear from my despatch 
number 463 written and mailed to the Department May 6th. Yester- 
day matter taken up again and assure the Department any misunder- 
standing has been completely dispelled. 

Wharton 


882,6176 F 51/237J 

Mr. Hofrvey S. Firestone^ Jr,^ to Mr. Harvey S. Firestone'^'^ 

Akron, Ohio, May 21^ 1927. 

Dear Sir: I hand you herewith copy of executed Agreement Num- 
ber One and Agreement Number Two between the Government 
of the Republic of Liberia and Firestone Plantations Company. By 
Agreement Number One we have secured a 99 year lease on Mount 

Circumstances under which this copy was received by the Department not 
known. 

“For text, see Foreign Relations, 1925, vol. n, p. 450, and modifications in 
Liberian Legislature’s act of ratification, ibid., 192^ vol. n, p. 516. 

""Ibid., 1926, vol. H, p. 561. 
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Barclay Plantation and by Agreement Number Two we have secured 
a 99 year lease on a concession for one million acres on special terms 
and conditions. Agreement Number Two is termed our Planting 
Agreement. 

The history of the negotiations of this Planting Agreement dates 
back to the trip which W. D. Hines took with Messrs. Ross, Cheek, 
and Wierman, during the first half of 1924. A proposed Agreement 
was drawn up between the Liberian Government and Mr. Hines in 
June, 1924^® and this was brought back to Akron by Mr. Hines 
on July 16, 1924. 

The Agreement was rewritten by Mr. A. C. Miller to conform to 
our ideas regarding what it should contain. In this form it was 
signed by you on January 12, 1925,^^^ and then taken to Liberia by 
Mr. Hines. A series of negotiations over certain points followed by 
cable with Akron, but were unsuccessful and Mr. Hines again 
returned to Akron on June 30, 1925. 

On August 6, 1925, we received through the American State Depart- 
ment a revised Agreement written by Liberia and signed by Edwin 
Barclay on June 27, 1925.^^ Meanwhile, President King of Liberia 
sent Secretary of State Edwin Barclay, to the United States to negoti- 
ate the terms of the Loan Agreement in addition to completing and 
signing the Planting Agreement. Secretary Barclay arrived in the 
United States on August 11 [7^], 1925. 

The Planting Agreement as signed by Secretary Barclay on June 
27, 1925, was not satisfactory to us and, in anticipation of personal 
negotiations with Mr. Barclay in this country, Mr. A. C. Miller revised 
it on August 25, 1925, to incorporate our requirements.^^ 

As a result of the conference with Secretary Barclay on August 27, 
1925, certain alterations were incorporated in the draft of August 25, 
1925. Mr. Barclay cabled these changes to Liberia. On September 
16, 1925, a completed Planting Agreement was signed in Colonel 
Crews’ ofBce, of Shearman and Sterling, by you and Secretary Bar- 
clay.^® Agreement Number One was redrafted to conform to the 
Planting Agreement and signed.^ On January 30, 1926, the Plant- 
ing Agreement was ratified by the Liberian Legislature as signed by 
Secretary Barclay on September 16, 1925, but, in ratifying it, the 
Legislature made certain changes.^® 

The Planting Agreement as formally ratified was unsatisfactory to 
us and subsequent negotiations during February and March, 1926, 

^Foreign Relatiwis, 1925, vol. n, p. 373. 

p. 394. 

^Not printed. 

^ Draft not printed. 

^Foreign Relations, 1925, vol. n, p. 454. 
p. 450. 

“For text of the act of ratlflcatlon, see im., 1926, vol. n, p. 616. 
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were not successful in getting matters straightened out. Mr. Hines 
left for Liberia the middle of March, 1926, and Mr. de la Eue arrived 
here in April, 1926, with a letter of authority from the Liberian Gov- 
ernment, dated March 10, 1926,^® to discuss the terms of the Planting 
Agreement with us. 

Mr. de la Hue remained until July, but we did not attempt to arrive 
at a final arrangement with him, as we felt it would be better to hold 
the matter open imtil my arrival in Liberia in September, 1926. 

Immediately upon my arrival in Liberia on September 12, 1926, 
I started negotiations with President Kong with a view to arriving 
at a mutually acceptable Planting Agreement. I kept you advised 
by cable regarding the progress of the negotiations and likewise ob- 
tained from you instructions and advice. On October 16, 1926, I 
initialed a Planting Agreement which was mutually acceptable to the 
Liberian Government and ourselves. 

This Agreement, was ratified by the Liberian Legislature on No- 
vember 10, 1926,^®^ and I brought back with me two copies executed 
by Secretary of State Edwin Barclay for Liberia. Both copies were 
executed for the Firestone Plantations Company by you at Miami 
Beach, Florida, on March 4, 1927, and I transmitted one copy to Sec- 
retary Barclay on March 22nd, 1927. 

The American State Department, in a letter to Firestone Plantations 
Company, dated April 12, 1927, over signature of Assistant Secretary 
of State, Wm. R. Castle, Jr., has agreed to assume the functions allotted 
to it by this Agreement. 

The history of Agreement Number One closely follows that of 
the Planting Agreement. It stands as signed by Secretary Barclay 
on September 16 [77], 1925,^'^ subject to the ratification by the Liberian 
Legislature which it received on January 30, 1926, and in consistency 
with Agreement Number Two. The attached letter from Secretary 
of State Barclay to Harvey S. Firestone, Jr., dated December 6, 1926, 
sets this out in f ull.^® 

Agreement Number Three, signed in New York on September 16, 

1925, ®® and approved by the Legislature of Liberia on January 30, 

1926, ^® provided the detailed arrangements by which we would build 
a harbor at Monrovia for the Liberian Government. As subsequently 
we have abandoned this idea, this Agreement is not longer of any 
importance and becomes obsolete. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Harvey S. Firestone, Jr. 

* Not printed ; for De la Rue’s instructions, see p. 639. 

For text of the agreement and the act of ratification, see ibid,, p. 561. 

^ Foreign Relations, 1925, vol. n, p. 450. 

1926, vol. n, p. 616. 

® Not found with file copy of this letter. 

® Foreign Relationa, 1926, vol. n, p. 461. 
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882.B1/1949 

Messrs. SJiearmcBn, <& Sterling to the Secretary of State 


New Yo^, Jvly 5, 1927. 

[Eeceived July 7.] 

Sib: Eeferring to your letter of March 3, 1927, addressed to our- 
selves as attorneys for the finance Corporation of America and for 
The National City Bank of New York, as Fiscal Agent, with respect 
to the new Loan Agreement, dated as of September 1, 1926, made 
between the said parties and the Eepublic of Liberia, we are advised, 
by a letter, dated July 1, 1927, a duplicate of which we enclose, that 
the said Bank, acting as Fiscal Agent under the old loan agreement 
of July, 1912, duly called for redemption on July 1, 1927, all the 
outstanding bonds of the 1912 loan, and has paid and is paying off 
the same as and when presented. 

In view of this, we assume that the Department is prepared to 
recognize the new Loan Agreement of September 1, 1926, as in full 
force and effect, and to recommend to the President that he take the 
action required of him with respect to the recommendation and desig- 
nation of fiscal and other officers. 

If we are correct in this assumption, we shall be much obliged if 
you will so inform us for the information of our clients. 

Tours very truly. 


Shearman & Sterling 


[Enclosure] 

The Vice President of The Nationdl City Bank of New York 
{Hoffman) to the Finance Corporation of America 


New York, Jrdy 1, 1927. 

Deai: Sirs : Answering your inquiries, you are advised that we have 
received, as Fiscal Agents of the Loan under the Fiscal Agency 
Agreement between the Eepublic of Liberia and The National City 
Bank of New York, dated July 1st, 1912, sufficient funds to redeem all 
the bonds of this issue now outstanding in the hands of the public; 
viz. a principal face amount of $1,14:6,700., together with interest to 
July 1st, 1927, the redemption date. 

You are further advised that, as provided in Article Fifth of the 
Fiscal Agency Agreement, the required redemption notice has been 
published in two daily newspapers of general circulation in the State 
of New York for not less than twice a week for six successive weeks; 
also, as further required in the Fiscal Agency Agreement, the sama 
redemption notice has been published once a week for six successive 
weeks in London, England; Hamburg, Germany; Paris, France; 
Brussels, Belgium; Geneva, Switzerland; Antwerp, Belgium; and 
Amsterdam, HoUand. 
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We enclose herewith, in duplicate, a copy of the notice as it ap- 
peared in the N&uy York Times and the New York Swn. 

Beginning today all bonds of the said Loan are being paid off, prin- 
cipal and interest, as and when presented, by ourselves and our 
correspondents named in the redemption notice. 

Very truly yours. 


W. W. H[OFEKA]Sr] 


882.51/1949 

The Secretary of State to Messrs, Shearman & Sterling 

Washington, July 19^7. 

Sirs: The receipt is acknowledged of your letter of July 5, 1927, 
stating that the National City Bank of New York acting as Fiscal 
Agent under the Liberian Loan Agreement of 1912 duly called for 
redemption on July 1, 1927 all the outstanding bonds of the 1912 
loan and has paid and is paying off the same as and when presented. 
You ask whether the Department is now prepared to recognize the 
new loan agreement of September 1, 1926, as in full force and effect 
and to assume the responsibilities allotted to it by the new agreement. 

In view of the provision made for the payment of the 1912 bonds 
and also in view of the payment of the Liberian debt to the United 
States which was effected on July 6, this Government is now pleased 
to assume the responsibilities allotted to it under the new agreement. 
It understands these responsibilities to be : 

{a) That the President desig nate to the President of Liberia a 
Financial Adviser (Article VIII) ; 

(5) That the President shall likewise recommend two duly quali- 
fied and experienced officers to the President of Liberia to be ap- 
pointed by him to the Liberian Frontier Force (Article XII, 
Paragraph 3) ; 

{c) That the Secretary of State shall receive from the Financial 
Adviser the names of the fiscal officers appointed under Article IX; 

{d) That the Secretary of State may be requested to appoint an 
arbitrator in cases of dispute between the parties to the agreement 
(Article XXV). 

In accordance with the statement made in its letter of March 3, 
1927, the Department has now recommended to the President that 
he designate Mr. Sidney De la Rue as Financial Adviser under the 
new agreement, and upon the receipt of the President’s approval this 
designation will be transmitted to the President of Liberia through 
the diplomatic channel. Mr. De la Rue has already submitted the 
names of the fiscal officers appointed under Article IX, thus 
the requirement of that Article. 


“Not printed. 
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Regarding the recommendation of oflBcers for the Liberian Frontier 
Force, the Department understands that at present Major Moody 
Staten and Captain Hanson Outlay, both American citizens, are serv- 
ing with the Liberian Frontier Force under contract with the 
Liberian Government and it does not feel that it would be desirable 
to make any change in this respect during the life of their contracts. 

I am [etc.] Frank B. Kellogg 

882.61/1965a 

The SecretaTy of State to President Coolidge 

Washington, July 19^7. 

Mt Dear Mr. President : On September 1, 1926, an agreement was 
entered upon between the Liberian Government, the Financial Cor- 
poration of America, and the National City Bank of New York, Fis- 
cal Agent, providing for a five million dollar loan tCK Liberia to 
adjust its outstanding indebtedness, including payment of the Li- 
berian debt to the United States and the bonds issued under the 1912 
loan agreement between the Liberian Government and certain Ameri- 
can bankers. As under the 1912 agreement this loan is secured by a 
first lien on all Liberian export and import duties and on revenues 
received from head monies. 

In the new agreement certain functions are assigned to this Gov- 
ernment analogous to those assigned to it under the 1912 agreement 
and upon the request of the parties to the new agreement this Gov- 
ernment on March 3, 1927, indicated its willingness to assume the 
responsibilities allotted to it by the terms of the present agreement so 
soon as its responsibilities imder the old agreement should have been 
discharged with the payment of the 1912 bonds. 

The Department is now advised by the attorneys for the Financial 
Corporation of America and for the National City Bank of New 
York, Fiscal Agent, that the National City Bank of New York 
acting as Fiscal Agent under the old loan agreement of 1912 duly 
called for redemption on July 1, 1927 all the outstanding bonds of 
the 1912 loan, and has paid and is paying off the same as and when 
presented. They ask whether this Department is now prepared to 
recognize the new loan agreement of September 1, 1926 as in full 
force and effect and to assume its new responsibilities. 

These responsibilities are defined in the new agreement by the 
following articles : 

(a) Appointment of Financial Adviser. 

‘^Article VIII. As an additional guarantee of the prompt payment 
of the loan and to insure the efficient organization and xunctioning 
of the Liberian fiscal services, the Government covenants and agrees 



LIBERIA 


153 


to appoint to its ^rvice said Financial Adviser, who shall he desig- 
nated 1^ the President of the United States of America to the Presi- 
dent of the Eepublic of Liberia and, subject to his approval, 
appointed to the said office. The said Financial Adviser shall at all 
times be subject to removal by the President of the Eepublic of 
Liberia, upon the request of the President of the United States.” 

(6) (histoms and, Interned Revenue Administration, 

“Article IX. The organization of the customs and internal reve- 
nue administration of the Eepublic shall be supervised by the fol- 
lowing officers, who shall be nominated by the Financial Adviser, 
to the President of the Eepublic of Liberia, (the Financial Adviser 
haAung first reported the names of the officers nominated to the 
Secretary of State of the United States) , and shall be by the Presi- 
dent of the Eepublic of Liberia appointed and commissioned to the 
respective offices with duties as defined in this Instrument. These 
officers shall hold their appointment duri^ good behavior but shall 
be subject to removal by the President of Liberia, for cause, or upon 
the withdrawal by the Financial Adviser, for sufBlcient cause stated, 
of his recoB^endation of such officer or officers. 

“The auditor and asdstant auditor shall be appointed by aOTeement 
between the Government and the Fiscal Agent, and the Liberian 
Assistant Auditor shall be appointed by the President of the Eepublic 
of Liberi^ to serve during his pleasure. 

“The officers to be so designate shall be qualified as to education 
and as to previous experience in similar or analogous podtions in 
foreign service; and the President of the Eepublic of Liberia, before 
commissioning them for service hereunder, shall have the right to 
require satisfactory proof of such qualifications, with the exception 
only of the Financial Adviser: 

“1. A Financial Adviser who shall be dedgnated and ap- 
pointed as hereinbefore stated, at a salary of $12,500. per aimum; 

“2. An official, who shall be dedgnated Supervisor of Customs: 

“3. An official, who shall be designated Supervisor of Internal 
Eevenue; 

“4. A bonded Auditor appointed by agreement between tiie 
President of the Eepublic of Liberia and the Fiscal Agent; 

“6. A bonded Assistant Auditor, appointed by agreement be- 
tween the President of the Eepublic of Liberia and the Fiscal 
Agent; 

“6. A bonded Assistant Auditor who shall be appointed by 
the Preddent of the Eepublic of Liberia. 

“The officers above mentioned shall perform such duties and employ 
such persons as may be defined by law or prescribed by the Govern- 
ment, with or upon the advice of the Financial Adviser, as provided 
in Article XTT. Said officers in the performance of their duties as 
above shall be responsible to the Financial Adviser. The salaries of 
said officers, with the exception of the Financial Adviser, shall be 
fixed from time to time by agreement between the Financial Advism: 
and the Government, but the toM aggregate salaries of said officers, 
excepting onty the Financial Adviser, snali not exceed the total aggre- 
gate sum of Thirty-two Thousand Dollars ($32,000) ; provided, how- 
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ever, that in the evpt of substantial changes in money values, the 
sala]^ of the Financial Adviser and the above aggregate total amount 
for salaries of other officers may be from time to time increased or 
diminished by agreement between the Government and the Fiscal 
Agent.” 

(<?) PaymeTvb of the Lib&ricm debt to the United States. 

“Article XI. 1. The Government hereby authorizes the redemption 
of all of its Bonds now issued and outstanding, commonly called the 
5% Sinking Fund Gold Loan due July 1, 1952, under the agreement 
for Eefunding Loan dated March 7, 1912 between the Eepublic of 
Liberia of the first part and Messrs. J. P. Morgan & Co., et al., of the 
second part. The redemption of said Bonds shall be promptly carried 
out by the Fiscal Agent for the account of the Government in such 
manner as it may deem to be to the best interests of the Government, 
pursuant to the terms and raovisions of the indenture of March 7, 
1912. For this purpose the Fiscal Agent shall use the first proceeds 
which it may receive from the sale of bonds as hereinbefore provided. 

“2. The Government further authorizes the payment of all costs and 
expenses incident to the preparation of this Agreement, and the prepa- 
ration, and execution of said Bonds, including fees of the Corpora- 
tion’s counsel, which the Fiscal Agent is hereby authorized and directed 
to pay from the first proceeds of said Bonds, as aforesaid. 

“3. The remaining proceeds of said Bonds purchased by the Corpo- 
ration shall be from time to time paid out by the Fiscal Agent for the 
account of the Government for the following purposes, in the follow- 
ing order of priority, to wit : 

“4._ Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars, or such less amount as shall be 
sufficient to enable the Government to repay the advances heretofore 
made to it the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States under 
the Act of September 24, 1917, known as ‘Second Liber^ Loan Act’ as 
amended and supplemented, and the interest thereon 

(d) Appointment of officers to the Liberwun Frontier Force. 

“Article XU. 3. For the further security of the revenues and re- 

S s, the Government shall maintain the Liberian frontier force, and 
further maintain patrol service by sea as may be necessary from 
time to time. The patrol service by sea shall be administered by the 
Treasury Department Customs Service. The frontier force shall be 
administered by the War Department and the strengtii of the force 
shall be fixed by agreeinent between the President of Liberia and the 
Financial Adviser, and it shall not be increased or reduced in number 
without the agreement of the Financial Adviser, except temporarily in 
case of emer^ncy declared to be such by the Government. Two duly 
qualified and experienced officers shall be recommended by the Presi- 
dent of the United States to the President of Liberia, and if approved 
by the President of Liberia, shall be appointed by him to the said 
Frontier Force. These officers shall be one Major and one Captain. 
The total aggregate salaries of said officers shall not exceed the sum of 
eight thousand doUars ($8,000) per annum; provided, however, that 
such sum may be at any time increased or diminished by agreement 
betw^n the Government and the Fiscal Agent. Such salaries ahall 
mclude all allowances, except medical care and attendance, travel on 
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duty, and quarters, which shall be furnished by the Government. Such 
officers shall serve in the frontier service during the term of said Bonds. 
Among their duties shall be to prepare a plan of reorganization of the 
force which shall be based on the idea of creating an efficient con- 
stabulary organization for the purposes aforesaid and which plan shall 
include the qualification and disciplining of all commissioned and 
non-commissioned officers and the training of the men in accordance 
with the best practice now obtaining in similar organizations.” 

(e) ArbitT^aUon im. case of disputes. 

‘‘Article XXV. In case of dispute between the Government and 
either of the other parties to this Contract, the matter daall be 
referred for determination to arbitrators, one of whom shall be 
appointed by each of the parties to dispute ; and, if such arbitrators 
shall be unable to agree among themselves, the Secretary of State 
of the United States of America shall be requested to appoint an 
additional arbitrator who shall be of different nationality from the 
other two arbitrators. The decision of a majority of the arbitrators 
so appointed shall be binding and conclusive upon the parties to the 
dispute.” 

The Department was kept closely informed by the interested par- 
ties at all stages of the negotiations leading to the formulation of 
the new agreement of September 1, 1926, and, as I have indicated, 
it stated the willingness of this Government to assume the responsi- 
bilities allotted to it thereunder. With the payment of the 1912 
bonds the moment for assuming those responsibilities appears to 
have come, and in this connection I would remind you that the 
Liberian debt to the United States of $35,610.46 was paid in full on 
July 6 by the Liberian Consul General who had been appointed 
Special Financial Representative of the Republic of Liberia for 
that occasion.®^ 

For the moment the only duty incumbent upon this Government 
is the designation of a Financial Adviser by you to the President 
of Liberia. After consultation with the interested parties I am of 
the opinion that this position could best be filled by Mr. Sidney 
De la Rue, who has for the past five years occupied the analogous 
position of Receiver General of Customs and Financial Adviser under 
the old agreement. Mr. De la Rue was born in New Jersey in 1888 
and has his permanent American residence at Philadelphia. From 
1918 to 1920 he was an auditor in the military government in Santo 
Domingo and Porto Rico. In 1921 he went to Liberia as auditor, 
becoming Acting Receiver General of Customs in 1922, and in 1923 
was formally appointed Receiver General of Customs and Financial 
Adviser of the Republic of Liberia. His administration of the 
Liberian Customs has been eminently successful and efficient. He 
enjoys the confidence of the Liberian Government, the National City 
Bank, and this Department, and I take pleasure in recommending 


See pp. 159 
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to you that you designate him as Financial Adviser under Article 
VllI of the new agreement. 

As regards the appointment of two officers to the Liberian Frontier 
Force under Article XU, Paragraph 3, I would state that at the 
present moment there are two American citizens serving as officers 
in the Liberian Frontier Force who were appointed imder the terms 
of the 1912 agreement. As they hold contracts with the Liberian 
Government it does not seem necessary to take any action in respect 
of Article XU, Paragraph 3, during the life of those contracts. 

As soon as I have learned your wishes ivith regard to the appoint- 
ment of the Financial Adviser I shall communicate with the Presi- 
dent of Liberia through the diplomatic chaimel. 

I am [etc.] Frank B. Kellogg 

882.61/1966 

The Secretary to the President {Sanders) to the Secretary of State 

Bapid Citt, S. Dak., July 18, 1987. 

[Received July 21.] 

Mt Dear Mr. Secretary: I beg to acknowledge, by direction of 
the President, your letter of July 14th, with reference to the indebted- 
ness of Liberia. In view of the statements contained in your letter, 
the President approves the designation of Mr. Sidney De la Rue as 
Financial Advisor to the. President of Liberia. 

Very truly yours, 

Everett Sanuers 


882.51/1956 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge i/n Liberia {Macy) 

Washington, July 89, 1987— b p. m. 

23. Department’s mail instruction 334, March 4. 

1. Please hand following note to Liberian Secretary of State: 

“With reference to the Legations’s note of April 19, 1927,*® I have 
the honor to state that I have been instructed to inform Your Excel- 
lency that the President and the Secretary of State of the United 
States, having been advised that suitable provision has been made 
for the e^ioguishment of the 1912 Loan, take pleasure in assuming 
the functions assigned to them under the terms of the loan Agree- 
ment of September 1, 1926. 

“I am further instructed to inform Your Excellency that in pur- 
suance of Article 8 of that Agreement the President of the United 
States hereby desimates to the President of Liberia the name of 
Sidney de la Rue for appointment as Financial Adviser to the R^ 
public of Liberia.” 

"Note presented in accordance with Department’s Instruction No. 384, Mar. 4, 
p. 13a 
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2. After de la Rue has received his formal appointment you may 
call his attention to the requirement of Article 9 that he report to 
the Department the names of nominees for the positions therein 
provided. 

3. The Department understands that Major Staten and Captain 
Outley have contracts with the Liberian Government and therefore 
it will taJre no action imder Article 12, paragraph 3, during the life 
of those contracts. 


Kellogg 


882.51/1964 

The Charge in Liberia {Macy) to the Secretary of State 

Ko. 499 Monrovia, August 5, 19^. 

Diplomatic [Received September 8.] 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the Department’s 
telegraphic instruction No. 23 of July 29, 5 P. M. concerning appoint- 
ments under the new loan agreement of September 1, 1926. 

The note directed to be handed to the Liberian Secretary of State 
by the instruction under acknowledgment was delivered to His Ex- 
cellency Secretary Barclay in person the morning of August 2, 1927. 
A copy thereof is enclosed.®^ A communication was then addressed 
to Mr. de la Rue, asking him to notify the Department of nomina- 
tions made under the provisions of Article IX of the loan agreement 
of September 1, 1926'.®^ 

Mr. de la Rue was formally commissioned as Financial Adviser by 
the Liberian Government on June 27, 1927, his letter so stating, and 
also transmitting names of nominees for the positions of Supervisor 
of Customs and Supervisor of Internal Revenue is attached, in 
duplicate. 

With regard to contracts of Major Staten and Captain Outley, 
these officers are, as the Department understands, not affected by the 
new loan until after the expiration of their present contracts. 

,*••••• 

I have [etc.] C. E. Mact 

[Enclosure] 

The FmanoiaZ Adviser to the Republic of Liberia {De la Rue) to the 

Secretary of State 

Monbovia, August 3, 1927. 

Sm : I have the honor to report that I have been officially advised 
that the President and the Secretary of State of the United States, 
having been advised that suitable provision has been made for the 


“Not printed. 
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extinguishment of the 1912 Liherian Gold Loan, have notified the 
Government of the assumption hy them of the functions assigned 
under th.e terms of the Loan Agreement of the Republic of Liberia 
of September 1, 1926. Further, that the President of the United 
States has done me the honor to designate me to the President of 
Liberia for appointment as Financial Adviser to the Republic of 
Liberia, pursuant to the terms of Article VUI of said Loan Agree- 
ment of September 1, 1926. 

2. I have the honor to accept the designation and to respectfully 
offer my sincere thanks for the trust and confidence that have been 
reposed in me. The Liberian Government has duly commissioned me 
as Financial Adviser, the date of my Commission being June 27, 1927. 

8. In accordance with Article IX of the Loan Agreement of Sep- 
tember 1, 1926, I beg to report the names of the nominees for the 
positions therein provided, as follows, viz : — 

{a) Supervisor of Customs, Conrad T. BusseU, of Irvington, Vir- 
ginia, U. S. A. Mr. Bussell has been associated in the work of the 
Liberian Customs Service for the last several years and his irecord has 
already been filed with the Department. 

(5) Supervisor of Internal Revenue, Cathey M. Berry, of San 
Antonio, Texas, IJ. S. A. Mr. Berry’s recommendation by the Chief 
of the Bureau of Insular Affairs has already been filed with the 
Department. 

Both of the above named officers have been duly commissioned by 
the Liberian Government and have entered upon their duties. 

4. As a matter of record, I desire to include in this report the names 
of the Auditor and Assistant Auditor appointed by agreement by the 
President of Liberia and the Fiscal Agent under the teims of the 
September 1, 1926 Loan : — 

{a) The Auditor is Ralph H. Birkmire, of Allentown, Pennsyl- 
vania, U. S. A. 

(6) The Assistant Auditor is Charles G. Colgrove, of Sheffield, 
Penngrlvania, U. S. A. 

The Auditor and Assistant Auditor have been duly commissioned and 
have entered upon their duties. 

5. In closing, I beg [etc.] Sidnet de la Rue 

S82.51/1972 

T7ie Libenam, Secretary of State {Barclay') to the American Chargi 

{Macy)^^ 

870/D Monkovia, August SO, iSST'. 

Me. Chaboe d’Aefaihes : I have the honour to acknowledge receipt 
of your communication dated July 30, 1927,®* informing the Govem- 

* Copy transmitted to the Department by the Ohai^ In IJberia in bis 
No. 511, Sept 13 ; received Nov. 4. 

" See telegram No. 23, July 29, to the Charge in Liberia, p. 166. 
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ment of Liberia that, the President and the Secretary of State of the 
United States, having been advised that suitable provision has been 
made for the extinguishment of the 1912 loan, take pleasure in assum- 
ing the functions assigned to them under the terms of the Loan 
Agreement of September 1, 1926. 

Replying to the penultimate paragraph of your communication,^^ 
I have the honour to say that the President’s designation of Mr. 
Sidney de la Rue to the President of Liberia for appointment as 
Financial Adviser to the Republic of Liberia, is agreeable and accept- 
able to the Liberian Government. 

I have [etc.] Edwin Bakclay 

PAYMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT OF LIBERIA OF ITS WORLD WAR 
DEBT TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

882.51/1896 

The Assistmt Secretary of State {Harrison) to the Under Secretary 
of the Treasury (Winston) 

Washington, Deceinber 31^ 1926. 

My Dear Mr. Winston : I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of December 27, 1926, regarding the debt of $26,000, with inter- 
est, owed by the Republic of Liberia to the United States.®® 

You will doubtless recall that Article I of the 1921 Loan Agree- 
ment between the United States and Liberia made provision for the 
payment of this debt.®® However, this Agreement while ratified by 
the Liberian Government, failed to receive ratification by the Con- 
gress of the United States and consequently never became effective. 

The principle of recognition of this debt appears in the recent 
Loan Agreement between the Finance Corporation of America and 
the Government of the Republic of Liberia (National City Bank of 
New York, Fiscal Agent) and the Department imderstands that 
Article XI of that Agreement reads as follows : 

1. “The Government hereby authorizes the redemption of all of its 
Bonds now issued and outstanding, commonly called the 5% Sinking 
Fund Gold Loan due J uly 1, 1952, under the agreement for Refund- 
ing Loan dated March 7, 1912, between the Republic of Liberia of 
the first part and Messrs. J. P, Morgan & Co., et of the second 

E art. The redemption of said Bonds shall be promptly carried out 
y the Fiscal Agent for the account of the Government in such 
maimer as it may deem to be to the best interests of the Government, 
pursuant to the terms and provisions of the indenture of March 7, 

^ Second paragraph of note as transmitted in Department’s telegram No. 23, 
July 29. 

“Not printed. 

“ Foreign Relations^ 1921, yoI. n, p. 370. 

1926, vol. Tl, pp. 574, 582. 

323422 — 42— vol. Hi 17 
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1S12. For this purpose the Fiscal Agent shall use the first proceeds 
which it may receive from the sale of bonds as hereinbefore provided. 

2. The Government further authorizes the payment of all costs 
and expenses incident to the preparation of this Agreement, and the 
preparation, and execution of said Bonds, including fees of the Cor- 
poration’s counsel, which the Fiscal Agent is hereby authorized and 
directed to pay from the first proceeds of said Bonds, as aforesaid. 

3. The remaining proceeds of said Bonds purchased by the Cor- 
poration shall be from time to time paid out by the Fiscal Agent for 
the accoimt of the Government for the following purposes, in the 
following order o:^riority, to wit: 

4. Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars, or such less amount as shall be 
sufficient to enable the Government to repay the advances heretofore 
made to it by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States 
under the Act of September 24, 1917, known as ^Second Liberty Loan 
Act’, as amended and supplemented, and the interest thereon.^ 

5. Such amount as sh^l be certined by the Financial Adviser as 
being sufficient to enable the Government to pay its internal funded 
debt, and the interest thereon ; 

6. Such amount as shall be certified by the Financial Adviser as 
being sufficient to enable the Government to pay its internal floating 
debt ; 

7. Improvements and developments as set out in the preamble on 
page 1, sub-paragraphs a, &, Oj dj and /. 

Such payments shall be made from time to time by the Fiscal Agent 
from funds available in its hands therefor to the credit of the Govern- 
ment, upon the request of the Secbetary of the Treasury of the Re- 
public of Liberia, certified and approved in manner and form 
satisfactory to the Fiscal Agent by the Financial Adviser.” 

The Department further understands that this agreement provides 
for the issuance of bonds according to the following schedule : 

Article X. 

3. During the calendar year 1927, not to exceed the total aggregate 
amount of $1,500,000, face value of said Bonds ; 

4. During the calendar year 1928, not to exceed the aggregate face 
amount of $^500,000 of said Bonds ; 

5. During the calendar year 1929, not to exceed the aggregate face 
amount of $500,000 of said Bonds. 

It is believed that the proceeds of the sale of these Bonds will be 
more than sufficient to meet the charges listed in Article 11, para- 
graphs 1 to 4, and that in due course the Fiscal Agent will, on behalf 
of the Liberian Government pay the Liberian debt to the United States 
with interest. 

The Department has informed the Fiscal Agent of your inquiry 
and has asked to be advised of the probable date upon which it will 
be able to take up the question of the payment of this debt. 

Upon receipt of the Fiscal Agent’s reply the Department will com- 
municate with you further. 

Sincerely yours, 


Leland Harrison 
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882.61/1910 

The Assistant Secretary of State {Harrison) to the Under Seereta/ry 
of the Treasury {Winston) 

WASHTNaTON, January S, 19^7. 

My Dear Mr. Winston : I beg to refer to your letter of December 
27,*^ and the Department’s reply of December 31, regarding the pos- 
sibility of the payment of the debt of $26,000, with interest, owed by 
the Kepublio of Liberia to the United States. 

The Department has communicated with the National City Bank, 
which is acting as Fiscal Agent under the terms of the new Loan 
Agreement between the Government of the Eepubhc of Liberia and 
the Finance Corporation of America, and has inquired as to the 
probable date upon which it will be possible to take up the question 
of the payment of this debt. 

I am now in receipt of a letter from Mr. Guy Cary, dated January 
4, 1927, which reads in part as follows : 

“A representative of the Liberian Government is due in this City 
about the 20th of this month, bringing the text of the loan agreement 
as reprinted and signed in Monrovia, and prepared, we understand, 
to discuss financial details in connection with the new loan. Until 
we have conferred with him, we will not be in a position to answer 
your question, but will be happy to do so as soon as we can. 

“There has been an intimation that as the Liberian loan of 1912 
carmot be redeemed and paid off until July 1st, 1927, the next interest 
date, the Liberian Government may not want to put out the new bonds 
until about that date.” 


Sincerely yours. 


Leland Harrison 


882.61/1930 

The Secretary of State to the Secretary of the Treasury {MeUon) 

Washington, A-pril M, 19£7. 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to Mr. Winston’s letter of December 
27, 1926“ and the Department’s letters of December 31, 1926 and 
January 8, 1927, regarding the payment of the Liberian debt to the 
Government of the United States. 

I am now in receipt of a letter, dated April 6, 1927, from the Keceiver 
General of Customs and Financial Adviser of the Eepublic of Liberia, 
who is now in this country, which reads as follows : 

“I have the honor to bring to your attention the debt of the Liberian 
Eepublic to the tlnited States of America, and to advise you that 
matters are now being arranged with reference to the financing of 


Not printed. 
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the Liberian Eepublio to the end that certain moneys will be available 
for the refunding and the settlement of its debts on July 1, 1927. In 
this connection it becomes important to know what is the total amount 
of the debt and what is the detail from which this total is determined. 
At the same time it occurs to me that a certain portion of this indebted- 
ness was incurred during the year 1921 as a part of the expenses of 
a conmission, headed by the President of Liberia, which came to 
America a,t the invitation of the American Government to negotiate 
a loan which had been known as the 1921 loan. The history of this 
loan you are perfectly familiar with and also, if I am not misinformed, 
you had some conversation with the Liberian Secretary of State in 
1925 when he visited the United States with reference to this debt 
and its settlement. 

I am not aware of the present attitude of the American Government 
with reference to the settlement of the various items comprising the 
original debt and such charges as were added to it during 1921. I have 
not been instructed to negotiate any reduction in said debt. As I am, 
however, about to return to Liberia, and as I am endeavoring to adjust 
the various matters of ofiScial business here so as to avoid necessity 
for further negotiations in July, I would be glad to be informed as 
to what will be expected from the Liberian Government with refer- 
ence to closing this account so that I may cable a report thereof to 
the Liberian Government and upon receipt of its instructions, rngTra 
due provision therefor.” 

It is my understanding that Mr. De la Rue is having informal 
conversations on the matter with an officer of your Department with 
a view to laying the bases for a prompt settlement. 

I trust that no serious difficulties will arise to delay the final settle- 
ment and I shall be glad to furnish you, should you so desire, with 
any information in the files of the Department. 

I have [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

Wm. R. Castle, Jr. 

Assistamt Secretairy 


882.61/1931 

TK& Under Secretary of the Treasury {Mills) to the Secretary 

of State 

Washington, April 19 S 7 . 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the letter of As- 
sistant Secretary Castle, dated April 12, 1927, (WE: 882.51/1930). 
It is with great pleasure that I learn from your letter and from 
informal conversations with Mr. Sidney De La Rue, General Re- 
ceiver of Customs and Financial Adviser of the Republic of Liberia, 
that Liberia is prepared to discharge in full on July 6, 1927, its 
indebtedness to the United States. 
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It is my understanding that a duly accredited representative of the 
Republic of Liberia will, on July 6, 1927, present to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, a certified check in the amount of $35,610.46, in ex- 
change for the demand obligations of the Republic of Liberia bearing 
a proper notation of payment. A. statement of the advances which 
were made, the payments received from Liberia against these ad- 
vances, is set forth in detail below and there is enclosed a statement ** 
covering the computations of the accrued and unpaid interest up to 
July 6, 1927: 

It would seem from the letter which was quoted in your letter 
under acknowledgement that Mr, De La Rue is of the opinion that 
a certain portion of this indebtedness was incurred during the year 
1921 as a part of the expenses of a commission, headed by the Presi- 
dent of Liberia, which came to America at the invitation of the 
Ajnerican Government to negotiate a loan. The records of the 
Treasury do not show that any of the advances were made for such 
a purpose. As will be seen from the information set out below, the 
Treasury made cadi advances for two purposes only, viz., (1) $18,000 
to meet the expenses of the Liberian Delegates to the Peace Confer- 
ence, and (2) $8,000 to defray expenses of transportation of certain 
oflSicials whom it was proposed to send to Liberia in connection with 
the American receivership administration and the preliminary work of 
rehabilitation and development of that country. The amount, date, 
and the purpose of each advance, together with the accrued and unpaid 
interest thereon to July 6, 1927, are as follows : 

February 6, 1919. Advanced for the purpose 

of paying the expenses 
of the Liberian Delega- 
tion to the Peace Con- 
ference $12, 000, 00 

(Liberia had passed a 
joint resolution author- 
izing the negotiation of 
a loan of $20,000 to 
meet these expenses.) 

Accrued and unpaid in- 
terest at 5% per aimum 
from Nov. 15, 1919, the 
date to which interest 
was last paid in full to 
July 6, 1927 $4,584.78 

Paid on account of inter- 
est due May 15, 1920 . . 31. 15 


** Statement not printed. 


4,553.63 
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September 10, 1919. Additional advance for 
same purpose as above, 
the first advance being 
insuflSicient due to the 
unforeseen length of the 
sojourn of the Liberian 
Peace Delegates 

Accrued and unpaid in- 
terest at 5% per annum 
from April 16, 1920, the 
date to which interest 
was last paid, to July 6, 
1927 

October 24, 1919. Advanced for the purpose 
of paying the expenses 
of transportation of cer- 
tain oflSicials whom it was 
proposed to send to Li- 
bena in connection with 
the American receiver- 
ship administration and 
the preliminary work of 
rehabilitation and de- 
velopment of that 
country 

Accrued and unpaid inter- 
est at 5% per annum, 
from April 16, 1920, the 
date to which interest 
was last paid, to July 6, 
1927 : . . 


6, 000. 00 


2, 167.21 


$8,000.00 


2, 889.62 


Total amount due July 6, 1927 $36, 610. 46 


As evidence of the above advances aggregating in principal amount 
$26,000, the Treasury now holds three demand obligations, in the form 
of certificates of indebtedness, of the Republic of Liberia, executed and 
delivered at the time of each advance, in the respective amounts, by 
Mr. H. F. Worley, for the Government of the Republic of Liberia, 
bearing interest at the rate of 5% per annum, payable semiannually. 
The President of the Republic of Liberia commissioned Mr. Worley 
as a special agent of Liberia with full power to sign for and on behalf 
of that government such documents or obligations as were necessary 
to render available the credit established by the United States Treasury, 
and to receive and deposit advances made from such credit as instructed 
by the Government of Liberia. 

For your information the Liberian Government paid interest due 
May 16, 1919, on obligation dated February 6, 1919, for $12,000 in the 
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amount of $161.10. Under date of November 29, 1920, the Treasury 
received from the State Department a check for $700 representing the 
unused balance of advances made by the Treasury, remaining in 
Mr. Worley’s accounts, and not needed for the purpose for which 
advanced. This sum was sent to the Treasury with the suggestion 
and approval of the Liberian Government that it be applied on account 
of either principal or interest, or both, due on the Liberian indebtedness 
to the United States. The Treasury applied the proceeds of the $700 
check, together with $161.10 paid May 15, 1919, on account of interest, 
as follows : 


Date paid 

Amount of 
obligation 

Period covered 

Amount of 
interest 

May 15, 1919 

$12, 000 

Feb. 6, 1919-May 15, 1919 . . 

$161. 10 

Dec. 5 , 1920 
do 

12, 000 

May 15, 1919-Nov, 15, 1919 . . 

300. 00 

12, 000 

Not. 15, 1919-May 15, 1920 . . 
(on account) 

31.16 

do 

6, 000 

Sept. 10, 1919-Oot. 15, 1919 . . 

28. 69 

do 

6, 000 

Oct. 15, 1919-Apr. 15, 1920 . . 

150. 00 

do ! 

8, 000 

Oct. 24, 1919-Apr. 15, 1920 . . 

190. 16 

$861. 10 


To conform to the policy of the Treasury in allocating foreign 
obligations to the interest payment dates of April 15-October 15 and 
May 15-November 15 of each year, the interest on the demand obliga- 
tion for $12,000 was considered as due and payable on May 15 and 
November 15 of each year, while the interest on the demand obliga- 
tions for $6,000 and $8,000 was considered due and payable on April 
15 and October 15 of each year. 

Eespectfully yours, 

Ogden L. Mills 


882.61/1943 

Ths Liberian Seoretary of State {Barclay) to the Secretary of State 

392/M. F. Monrovia, 26 Aprils 19^, 

[Beeeived June 1.] 

Exoellencjt : I have the honour to inform you that the President 
of Liberia has, on behalf of the Government of Liberia, designated 
and appointed as Financial Representative of the Republic of Liberia 
in America, Dr. Ernest Lyon, the Liberian Consul-General at Balti- 
more, United States of America. 

Dr. Lyon has been instructed and authorized to make settlement 
in the name of the Government of Liberia, of the debt due the 
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United States Government by the Government of Liberia. This 
settlement will be arranged on or about the 6th July 1927. I should 
be pleased if Your Excellency would be good enough to advise the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, of Dr. Lyon’s desig- 
nation and authorization, and of the date on which the payment is to 
be made by him. 

With sentiments [etc,] Edwin Baeclat 

882.61/1852 

Press Release Issued hy the Liberian Consulate General at Baltimore, 

July 6, im 

Dr. Ernest Lyon, Consul General and Special Financial Kepre- 
sentative of the Republic of Liberia in the United States today pre- 
sented to Honorable Ogden L. Mills, Acting Secretary of the 
Treasury, a draft for $35,610.46 drawn by The National City Bank 
of New York on the Riggs National Bank of Washington, D. C., in 
full payment of Liberia’s indebtedness to the United States under 
the Liberty Bond Acts. Dr. Lyon in making the payment made 
a few remarks appropriate to the occasion and in returning the 
cancelled obligations of the Republic of Liberia, Mr. Mills handed 
to Dr. Lyon a letter of felicitation from Secretary Mellon. 

Remarks of the Libebian Consul General on the Occasion of the 

Payment of Liberia’s Debt to the Government of the United 

States 

Distinguished Sir: This monetary obligation which the Liberian 
Government settles today with the American Government, carries our 
memories back to the great World War period. Liberia at the break- 
ing out of the War had no grievances against the Central Powers 
then in war with’ the rest of Europe. She had elected, for various 
reasons, to remain neutral, notwithstanding political and other 
pressure to force her into taking sides with the allied forces. But 
when the American Government after the tragic incident of the sink- 
ing of the Lusitania severed diplomatic relations with the Imperial 
German Government, and war was declared against the Central 
Powers, Liberia followed the example of her good and great friend. 

In the struggle she supplied mariners from her seaport population 
which made maritime communication possible up and down the West 
Coast of Africa, after the Europeans had withdrawn in response 
to the call of their respective nationalities. 

Her men served as links of communication on the battlefield render- 
ing such other service, which brought down upon her national pate 
the ire of a German submarine, because the President of the Republic, 
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refused at the bidding of the commander to authorize the destruction 
of the wireless stations and other useful institutions in the service 
of the allies. 

Liberia as an ally was to share in the loan measure, which author- 
ized the President of the United States to make loans to members 
of the allied compact to enable them to carry on the war to a 
successful finish. 

The Armistice, however, was declared before Liberia secured her 
full quota allotted. She did, however, secure a portion of the five 
million dollar allotment. 

I come today, under official instructions, to settle that obligation 
covered by the face of this draft, issued through one of the most 
powerful and reputable financial institutions in the world. I refer 
to the National City Bank of New York. By this act Liberia not only 
sets a good example to the nations of the earth, but she emphasizes 
the fact that the respect which one nation entertains for another 
nation, is based upon the integrity and promptness in the settlement 
of obligations monetary and otherwise. 

You will be pleased to know that the Eepublic is entering upon a 
prosperous career, that her economic conditions have been wonderfully 
improved since the close of the War, that the opening up of the coun- 
try to American capitalists marks a new day for the Government 
and the people of the Eepublic. 

It is with great pleasure therefore that I present to you this draft 
cancelling Liberia’s war obligation, and in doing so I beg to convey to 
His Excellency, the President of the United States, through your 
good offices, the distinguished consideration and high appreciation of 
His Excellency, the President of the Eepublic of Liberia, and to express 
the hope that the relations of comity and good will will not only 
continue but will increase as the years of national life are prolonged. 

I have [etc.] Ernest Lvon 

[Letter of Felicitation from the Secretary of the Treasury to the 
Liberian Consul General] 

Jime 28, 1927. 

My Dear Mr. Consul General : In accepting from your hands as 
Special Financial Eepresentative of His Excellency C. D. B. King 
payment in full of Liberia’s indebtedness to the United States, permit 
me to congratulate your Government on the loyal and prompt manner 
in which it has met its engagements. 

There is but one other nation among those whose obligations have 
been held by this Government that has made payment of its indebted- 
ness without recourse to funding agreements. 

The blow dealt to the economic system of Liberia by the war was 
severe in the extreme. That Liberia has been able to re-establish and 
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strengthen her economic system, to regain her financial position, and 
to meet her public and private obligations in full constitutes an achieve- 
ment that bears glowing tribute to the ability of her statesmen and to 
the industry of her people as a whole. 

I trust that you will convey to His Excellency, President Bang and 
to your Government an expression of the admiration felt here for a 
nation that has been able to accomplish such things, together with 
the hope of this Government that a future of peace and prosperity lies 
before Liberia in which the traditional friendship between the two 
nations may find frequent and cordial reaffirmation. 

I am [etc.] A. W. Mellon 



MEXICO 


GOOD OFFICES OF THE AMERICAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND 
THE BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE TO INDUCE AMERICAN AND BRITISH 
OIL INTERESTS IN MEXICO TO RESPECT EACH OTHER^S CLAIMS 


S12.6363/2453 


The U'nder Secretary of State {Olds) to the Commercial Gomiselor 
of the British Embassy {Broderick) 


Washington, October 6^ 19^, 

My Dear Sir John : The Department has been informed that an 
order appeared in the Diario Oftcicd of July 25, 1927, indicating 
that a Mr. H. H. Hallatt who, it is understo<^, is acting on behalf 
of the British owned company “El AguUa” has filed a request for 
permission to drill for oil on certain lands near Puerto Mexico, 
State of Vera Cruz. The Department is also informed that the 
lands in question are owned by B. A. Ingalsbee, E. L. Beck, George 
W. Cook and Burton W. Wilson, all of them being American citizens. 

In view of the desirability of avoiding, so far as possible, any 
appearance of controversy between British and American oil in- 
terests in Mexico at this time, I am wondering if it would be possible 
for you to approach your Minister in Mexico requesting a report 
in the matter so that in case the facts as presented to the Depart- 
ment are verified by your representative, consideration could be given 
to methods for adjusting the matter without formal reference to 
the Mexican Government. 

I enclose a copy of a translation of the request for concession 
as published in the Diario Ofidal of July 25, 1927.^ 

Sincerely yours, 


Egbert E. Olds 


812.6363/2454 

The CoTmnercial Gomiselor of the British Embassy {Broderick) to 
the TJ ruder Secretary of State {Olds) 

Washington, October 80^ 1927, 

My Dear Colonel Olds: I write to say that on receipt of your 
letter to me of October 6th, the Ambassador addressed enquiries 
to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 


Not printed. 
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and to His Majesty’s Minister in Mexico City regarding an order 
which appeared in the Diano OfioicU of July 25th, 1927, indicating 
that a Mr. H. H. Hallatt had filed a request for permission to drill 
for oU on certain lands, the property of four United States citizens, 
near Puerto Mexico, State of Vera Cruz. Sir Esme Howard has 
now been informed by Secretary Sir Austen Chamberlain that the 
facts axe as stated in your letter under reference, excepting that 
Mr. Hallatt’s appbcation, who is acting in the matter for the United 
Petroleum Company, a Mexican Company organized by the Mexican 
Eagle and Corona Companies, was for the exploration of the lands 
in question, and not for a drilling permit. The abovementioned 
British principals, who have been interviewed in the matter by His 
Majesty’s Foreign Office, state that their action is in conformity with 
the procedure that has been agreed to by all members of the Asso- 
ciation of Oil Producers in Mexico, and that the United States 
companies have the ms elves taken similar procedure in other parts 
of Mexico involving, so it is believed, other than United States 
owners. The foregoing agreement between members of the Asso- 
ciation is understood to cover the bulk of possible oil bearing lands 
in Mexico. 

The British principals furthermore state that in their opinion it 
is undoubtedly open to the owners to safeguard their rights by bring- 
ing suit of canparo if they wish to do so. As the United States 
Government are, however, understood to be averse from such a step, 
the British principals say they would be quite prepared to conform 
to any amendment of existing agreed procedure which may be 
adopted by the Association of Oil Producers as a whole. 

In asking me to bring the foregoing information to your notice. 
Sir E. Howard desires me to express the hope that it may prove 
satisfactory to the United States Government, demonstrating as it 
does, the readiness of the Mexican Eagle Company to co-operate 
closely with the United States interests in this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. JoTCE Broderick 


812,6383/2464 

The Secretary of State to the Ohcerge in Mexico (Schoenfel<T) 

No. 1486 Washington, Octoter £5, 19S7. 

Sir : The Department refers to your despatch 4881 of September 
8, 1927,* and previous correspondence, with reference to thei complaint 
of Mr. B. A. Ingalsbee regarding the property owned by him and 
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me:s:ico 171 

certain other American citizens and the exploration thereof by 
British interests- 

In view of the desirability of avoiding so far as possible any 
appearance of controversy between British and American oil inter- 
ests in Mexico at this time, the Department instead of instructing 
you to make representations to the Mexican Government with respect 
to this matter addressed an informal inquiry to the British Embassy 
at Washington with a view to obtaining such information as might 
be available from British sources. In an informal communication, 
dated October 20, 1927, the following information was submitted to 
the Department in response to its request : 

[Here follows the text of the informal communication from the 
Commercial Counselor of the British Embassy, printed mfral\ 

The Department has no knowledge of the agreement between 
members of the Association of Oil Producers in Mexico covering 
the procedure in question, and it is making inquiry in the matter. 
In the meantime you may Ioq able to ascertain from sources in Mexico 
whether such a procedure has in fact been agreed upon, and whether 
American companies have themselves taken action pursuant thereto. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

Robert E. Ouds 


812.6363/2454 

The Acting Secretofry of State to the Aonbassadior in Mexico {Morrow) 

No. 2 WASHnsroToiiT, October 1927. 

Sir: The subject matter of the Department’s instruction 1485 of 
October 25, 1927, has today been discussed with Mr. Harold Walker.® 
Mr. Walker confirmed the statement made by the British principals 
in the case through the Foreign Office to the British Embassy in 
Washington. It appears that the agreement among members of the 
Association of Oil Producers in Mexico not to apply for concessions 
rmder the Petroleum Law covers only lands owned by members of 
the Association, and that in so far as lands owned by non-members 
of the Association are concerned, members have regarded themselves 
as entirely free to apply for any concessions they might desire. Mr. 
Walker is of the opinion that this is a situation which should be 
remedied, and in view of the assurance contained' in the informal 
communication from the Britigh Embassy, dated October 20, 1927, 
which was quoted to you in the Department’s instruction 1485, he 
will raise with the Association the question of extending the agree- 
ment so as to include all lands except those owned by Mexicans. 


Kepresentative of the Mexican Petroleum Company. 
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Mr. Walker will also communicate informally with Mr. Burton W. 
Wilson in New Xork suggesting that the latter get in touch with 
Greneral Andrews, representing the Aguila Company, with a view to 
arranging for the withdrawal of the application for the exploration 
concession filed by Mr. Hallatt. 

In these circumstances the Department is of the opinion that it 
would be undesirable to make any representations to the Mexican 
Foreign Office in the matter at this time. You may, however, in- 
form Mr. Ingalsbee of the steps which have been taken and suggest 
that he keep in touch with developments in the matter through 
Mr. Wilson. 

I am [etc.] Eobert E. Olds 


812.6363/2442 

The British Ambassador {Howard) to the Under Secretary of 

State {Olds) 

Washington, Novemiber SO, 19B7. 

Mt Deae Colonel Olds : Permit me to invite reference to letters 
recently exchanged between yourself and Sir J. Broderick of this 
Embassy regarding a request filed by a Mr. H. H. Hallatt, acting on 
behalf of the British-owned Company “El Aguila” for permission to 
explore for oil on certain lands near Puerto Mexico, in the State of 
Vera Cruz, belonging to four United States citizens. I now write to 
say that the attention of His Majesty’s Government has been drawn to 
a case exactly analogous to that forming the subject of the above- 
mentioned correspondence where the Eichmond Petroleum Company, 
a United States Company which is a member of the Association of oil 
producers, has applied for concessions covering lands in Mexico owned 
by a British interest since a date prior to the constitution of 1917. As 
was true with the United States citizens concerned in the case which 
you brought to this Embassy’s notice, the British owners in the pres- 
ent instance, (the Mexican Estates Company, a subsidiary of S. 
Pearson and Sons Ltd.) are not members of the Association. This 
Company’s property, consisting of certain lots in the district of 
Tonalapa amounting to 862 hectares, was at one time leased from 
them by the El Aguila Company and such lease was allowed to 
lapse. By virtue of this lease thei landowner establishes a pre- 
constitutional title. This was the very situation which obtained 
in the case of the property of the United States landowners known 
as El Plan, where the Transcontinental Petroleum Company held a 
lease which they allowed to lapse. In the first instance the Eich- 
mond Petroleum Company have applied for a post-constitutional 
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concession (over the head of the landowners) and in the second 
instance the El Aguila have applied for a similar concession. 

Inasmuch as the present case is thus in all essential respects paral- 
lel to that dealt with in the correspondence under reference, I am 
now writing, on instructions from His Britannic Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to enquire whether the 
United States Government would be prepared to use their good 
offices to secure from the Richmond Petroleum Company an imder- 
taking identical with that obtained from the British principals in 
the former instance and conveyed to you in Sir J. Broderick’s let- 
ter of October 20th viz.: an assitrance that the Company will be 
prepared to conform (with retroactive effect in regard to this case) 
to any amendment of the existing agreed procedure which may be 
adopted by the Association of Oil Producers as a whole. 

Tours very sincerely, 

Esme Howabd 


812.6363/2442 

The Under Secfretary of State {Olds) to the British Arrd>assador 

(JELowm-d) 

WASEONGiTOKr, December 19^7. 

Mt Demi Me. Ambassadoe: I have received your letter of Novem- 
ber 30, 1927, regarding a case to which the attention of your Govern- 
ment has been drawn where an American company which is a mem- 
ber of the Association of Producers of Petroleum in Mexico, is 
reported to have applied for ooncessions covering lands in Mexico 
owned by a British interest since a date prior to the Constitution of 
1917. I note your reference to the analogy between that case and 
the Ingalsbee case which was the subject of my letter of October 6, 
1927, to Sir John Broderick. 

In compHahce with your request I have been happy to make inquiry 
in the proper quarters, and it gives me pleasure to inform you that 
negotiations are in progress in New York and that there exists the 
best good will among the persons concerned, namely, Mr. R. D. 
Hutchinson, Manager of the Aguila Company and representative of 
the Mexican Estates Company in Mexico, and Mr. Frank Feuille, 
attorney in New York for the Richmond Petroleum Company, to 
settle the controversy. 

It appears from the report which has been made to me in the 
matter, however, that the conference between Mr. Hutchinson and 
Mr. Feuille developed the fact that the case of the British-owned 
interests in Tonalapa is not on all fours wdth the case of the Ingalsbee 
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property, since the Mexican Estates Company owns but a minority 
interest in the property in question, the majority interest of which 
is leased to a Mr. Yerby, from whom the Richmond Petroleum 
Company acquired its rights. In view of your representations, how- 
over, Messrs. Hutchinson and Feuille have, as indicated above, started 
negotiations looking to a reconciliation of the conflicting interests 
involved and I expect shortly to hear definitely from the Richmond 
Petroleum Company. 

In this same connection you will be mterested to know that the 
Ingalsbee matter has been arranged in this manner: Mr. Burton 
Wilson, a partner of Mr. Ingalsbee, has become a member of the 
Association of Producers of Petroleum in Mexico, and for himself 
and partners has entered into an agreement with the Aguila Company 
whereby, in case a concession is issued to the latter’s new subsidiary 
covering lands owned by them, such concession shall be held for the 
benefit of the American owners. I am informed that the intervention 
of the British Foreign OfBce in this matter is highly appreciated by 
all parties in interest. 

. I am [etc.] Robert E. Olds 

812.6363/2467 

The Bfitish AnibossadoT {^Howard) to the UoideT Seoretavy of 

State {Olds) 

Washington, Becemberr 16^ 1927. 

Mt Dear Colonel Olds: Very many thanks for your letter of 
December 12th, notifying me of the negotiations now in progress at 
New York between Mr, R. D. Hutchinson, Manager of the Aguila 
Company and representative of the Mexican Estates Company in 
Mexico, and Mr. Frank Feuille, attorney in New York for the Rich- 
mond Petroleum Company, relative to the latter’s application for 
concessions covering lands in Mexico in which the Mexican Estates 
Company owns a part interest. It would be most kind of you if you 
would inform me in due course of the result of these negotiations. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Esme Howard 


812.6363/2467 ^ 

The U'ndeT Secretary of State {Olds) to the British Ambassador 

{Howard) 

Washington, December 31^ 1927. 

Mt Dear Mr. AmAssADOR: In your informal letter of December 
16, 1927, you said you would be glad to receive such further informa- 
tion as I might obtain regarding the result of the negotiations under- 
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taken in New York between Mr. E. D. Hutchinson of the Aguila 
Company and representative of the Mexican Estates Company in 
Mexico, and Mr. Frank Feuille, attorney in New York for the Eich- 
mond Petroleum Company, with reference to the latter’s application 
for concessions covering lands in which the Mexican Estates Company 
is interested. 

I have just received a letter from Mr. Feuille dated December 30, 
1927, referring to this matter and stating in part as follows : 

“The Mexican Estates Company was admitted to special membership 
in the Association on November 22nd last, and is now entitled to the 
benefits of the 'above mentioned agreement, provided the company 
has become a signatory thereof. I have no information on this last 
mentioned point. 

“The Eichmond Petroleum Company of Mexico is a subsidiary of 
the Sta;ndard Oil Company of California. It has not ^plied for a 
concession upon lands owned or claimed by the Mexican Estates Com- 
pany. ^ Mr. Clay T. Yerby acquired a petroleum lease on the Tonalapa 
lands in the State of Vera Cruz, through contract with a considerable 
majority of the common owners of the tract of land, in conformity with 
the laws of that state. Mr. Yerby has applied to the Mexican Gov- 
ernment for a confirmation concession. He is not a member of the 
Association. 

“After Mr. Yerby had acquired the contract on the Tonalapa lands 
he obtained employment from the Eichmond Petroleum Company, 
which employment in no manner involved that contract. Since his 
employment by the Eichmond Company the latter has taken a three 
year’s option from him on the Tonalapa lands. The option has not 
been exercised by the Eichmond Company, but it is still effective. 

“I learned from Mr. Eobert D. Hutchinson, one of the representa- 
tives of the Mexican Estates Company, that negotiations are now being 
conducted with Mr. Yerby by the minority owners of the Tonalapa 
lands, including the Mexican Estates Company, for an adjustment of 
their interests. 

“I am sending you this communication as a representative of the 
Standard Oil Company of California, under instructions from the 
Home Office of the Company in San Francisco. I will be pleased to 
furnish you any further information in this matter that you may 
desire.” 

I am [etc.] Eobert E. Olds 


8X2.6363/2467 

The British Ambassador {Eowc^d) to the Under Secretary of 

State {Olds) 

Washington, Jomiary 1928, 

My Dear Colonel Olds: I write to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of December 31st, 1927, and to express to you my cordial thanks 
for the further information with which you have supplied me regard- 
ing the result of the negotiations imdertaken in New York between 

323422— 42— vol. m 18 
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Mr. E. D. Hutchinson of the Aguila Company, and representative of 
the Mexican Estates Company in Mexico, and Mr. Frank Feuille, at- 
torney in New York for the Kichmond Petroleum Company, with 
reference to the latter’s application for concessions covering lands in 
which the Mexican Estates Company is interested. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Esme Howard 


PROTECTION OF RIGHTS OF AMERICAN OWNERS OF OIL LANDS IN 

MEXICO" 


812.6363/2162 


The Secreta'iry of State to President Ooolidge 


The President: I the undersigned. Secretary of State, have the 
honor to refer to the Kesolution adopted by the Senate on February 3, 
1927, which is quoted below: 

^^BesoVced^ That the Secretary of State be requested, if not incom- 
patible with the public interest, to give the Senate the following 
information : 

^ The names of American individuals and American corpora- 
tions owning or claiming oil lands or oil concessions in Mexico 
alleged to have been acquired prior to May 1, 1917 ; and if the names 
of all such persons and corporations are not known to the Depart- 
ment, then give the names of those that are known. 

‘^2. What individuals or corporations, foreign to Mexico, if any, 
have accepted the law or constitution of Mexico relating to oil lands 
and oil concessions, or titles based upon rights acquired prior to 
May 1, 1917. 

“3. The names of American persons or corporations so owning 
or claiming oil lands or oil concessions in Mexico that have refused 
to accept the Mexican law or constitution applying to such con- 
cessions. 

“4. Has the department given any advice or instructions to any 
of such American persons or corporations ; and if so, what instruction 
or advice has been ^ven. 

Supply the Innate with copies of all correspondence between 
the Department, or any of its officials, and any of such persons or 
corporations so owning or claiming oil lands or oil concessions in 
Mexico.” 


1. In response to the inquiry as to the names of American individuals 
and American corporations owning or claiming oil lands or oil con- 
cessions in Mexico alleged to have been acquired prior to May 1, 1917, 
I beg to state that, according to the Department’s information, no oil 
concession was granted before the date mentioned by the Government 
of Mexico to any American corporation or individual. The Depart- 
ment is informed that American citizens owning oil lands or oil leases 

" For previous correspondence, see Foreign Relations, 1926, vol. ii, pp. 605 ff., 
and pp. 676 ff. 
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before that date acquired them by arrangements with the previous 
owners thereof, and under the laws then existing. 

All American individuals and corporations who purchased lands in 
Mexico before May 1, 1917, acquired, under the laws then in force, at 
least after November 22, 1884:, the right to extract petroleum therefrom. 

Attention is invited to these laws under which the acquisitions in ref- 
erence were made. The Mexican Mining Law of November 22, 1884, 
reads in part : 

AxTionE VI. Foreigners may acquire mining property on such terms 
and vrith such limitations as the laws of the Kepublic grant them the 
capacity to acquire, own and transfer ordinary property . . . 

AnTioiiE X. The following substances are the exclusive property of the 
owner of the land, who may therefore develop and enjoy them, without 
the formality of entry {dsnunoio) or special adjudication: . . . 

Subdivision 4. . . . salts found on the surface, fresh and salt water, 
whether surface or subterranean; petroleum and gaseous springs, or 
springs of warm or medicinal water. In order to develop these sub- 
stances the owner of the land shall subject his operations to all rules 
and orders of a police nature. 

The Mining Law of June 4, 1892, contained the following: 

Article IV. The owner of the land may freely work vdthout a special 
franchise {concesion) in any case whatsoever, the following mineral 
substances : mineral fuels, oils and mineral waters. 

Article V. All mining property legally acquired and such as here- 
after may be acquired in pursuance of this law shall be irrevocable and 
perpetual, so long as the federal property tax be paid, in pursuance 
of the provisions of the law creating the said tax. 

Article II of the Mining Law of November 25, 1909, reads : 

The following substances are the exclusive property {propiedad 
excl/uswa) of the owner of the soil : 

1. Ore bodies or deposits of mineral fuels, of whatever form or 
variety. 

2. Ore bodies or deposits of bituminous substances. 

Attention is also invited to Article 27 of the Mexican Constitution 
of 1857 ® in force during the period the said holdings were acquired 
by American individuals and American corporations. This Article, 
in part, provided that : 

Private property shall not be taken without the consent of the owner, 
except for reasons of public utility, indemnification having been made. 

Ever since the question at issue arose during the administration 
of President Wilson, the Government of the United States has con- 
sistently maintained and continues to maintain that there should be 
no question as to the security of valid and vested rights which have 

*See The Meadocm Constitution of 1917 Compared With the Constitution of 
1857 (Washington, Government Printing Office, 1926) . 
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been acquired by American citizens in accordance with Mexican laws 
as they existed at the time of their acquisition. This attitude of the 
Government was asserted by the American Commissioners in their 
conferences in Mexico City in 1923,® and there is no departure from 
it in the mderstanding which they reached with the Mexican Com- 
missioners; and the Government of the United States has main- 
tained this position in the recent diplomatic correspondence upon the 
question between the United States and Mexico. 

It is impossible for the Department of State to furnish the Senate 
with a complete list of the land acquisitions in Mexico before May 
1, 1917, by American, individuals and American corporations, as the 
names of aU such persons and corporations are not known to the 
Department. However, replying specifically to tibe first inquiry 
contained in the Eesolution, I give below the names of American 
individuals and American corporations who, according to the De- 
partment’s information, own or claim lands in Mexico alleged to 
have been acquired prior to May 1, 1917, and which have been found 
to contain or are supposed to contain subsoil deposits of petroleum : 

American International Fuel and Petroleum Co. 

Anderson, M. C. et aJ^: 

Atlantic Lobos Oil Co. 

Axtell, Dr. B. C., Estate of 

Balch, Ernest 

Beckman, A. W. 

Oortez-Aguada Petroleum Co. 

Cortez On Corp. 

Dalton, W. H. 

Doub, D. L. 

East Coast Oil Co. 

Exendine, Jasper 

HaU, G. L. 

Hall, J. L. 

Harris, G. S. 

Hawkins, L. O. 

Huasteca Petroleum Co. 

Hodgins, P. J. 

Johnson Land and Fiber Co. 

Kearney, Ed. T. 

Kettering, Mrs. Lena 

Lot Seventem Oil Co. 

Mexican Coal and Coke Co. 

Mexican Crude Eubber Co. 

Mexican Gulf Oil Co. 

Mexican Petroleum Co. of California. 

Mexican Plantation Co. 

Mexican Sinclair Petroleum Corp. 

Mexico Land Securities Co. 

‘See ProoeeAinga of the United 8tatea-Mexio<m Commission Oomoened in 
Mexico dtp, Mayl4t 7P2S CWashington, Govenunent PrinHng Office, 1925). 
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New England Fuel Oil Co. 

Oil Fields of Mexico. 

Panuco Buston Oil Co. 

Pen Mex Fuel Co. 

Postelle, J. M. 

Rathbone, Charles 

Rhoades, J. Beach 
Sutherland. W. H. 

Tamiahua Petroleum Co. 

Tamesi Petroleum & Asphalt Co. 

Tampico Oil and Refining Co. 

Texas Petrolene & Asphalt Co. 

Tillman, A. N. 

Tuxpam Petroleum Co. 

Weill, Melville K. 

Wilson, Burton W. and associates 

Wright, M. P. 

Yates, Mrs. Carrie. 

2. In answer to the second question I desire to state that, accord- 
ing to the Department’s information, the following individuals or 
corporations, foreign to Mexico, have applied for confirmatory con- 
cessions under the provisions of the so-called petroleum law of 
Mexico,^ regulatory of Article 27 of the Mexican Constitution of 
1917 

The Penn Mex Fuel Company, 

The Texas Petrolene and Asphalt Company, 

The East Coast Oil Company, and 
The New England Fuel Oil Company. 

I understand that the first two mentioned companies are not 
actively producing petroleum in Mexico and that the last two own 
no fee properties in that country. 

The Department has not been informed that a concession has ac- 
tually been granted to any of these four companies, and in this rela- 
tion may point out that Article 27 of the Mexican Constitution of 
1917 seems to prohibit the granting of such a concession to a foreign 
corporation, and that this interpretation of the Constitution finds sup- 
port in the opinion of the Attorney General of Mexico, published in 
the Diofpio 0-ficial^ December 8, 1917, wherein he held that in view of 
the Constitutional provisions referred to, alien corporations shall in 
no event acquire lands, waters and their appurtenances in Mexico. 

3. In response to the third inquiry contained in the Resolution, it 
may be said that, according to the Department’s information, the 
American persons or corporations listed under the answer to Question 
No. 1, with the exception of the four corporations listed under the 

^ See Foreign RetationSj 1925, vol. n, pp, 631 and 551. For text of petrolemn law, 
see Diario Ofioial, Dec. 31, 19125. For text of the regulations, see iUd., Apr. 8, 1926.; 

^Foreign Relations, 1917, p. 951. 
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answer to Question No. 2, have refused or have failed to accept the 
provisions of the above mentioned so-called petroleum law of Mexico. 

The Department is further informed that the following American 
persons or corporations (or individuals or corporations foreign to 
Mexico) holding their titles in the name of Mexican companies, have 
refused to accept the new petroleum law : 

Atlantic Eefining Company, 

Subsidiaries: La Atlantica Compania Mexicana Productora y 
Eefinadora de Petroleo, S. A. 

D. W. Johnson & Cia., Succesores. 

Atlantic Gulf Oil Corporation, 

Subsidiary : Cia. Petrolera del Agwi. 

Humble Oil and Eefining Company, 

Subsidiary: Cia. Petrolera Tamaulipas, S. A., 

Island on and Transport Corporation, 

Subsidiary: Cia. Petrolera Cai)uchinas, S. A. 

Standard Oil Company of California, 

Subsidiary : Richmond Petroleum Co. of Mexico, S. A. 

Standard Oil Coi^any of New Jersey, 

Subsidiary: Cia. Transcontinental de Petroleo, S. A. 

Leopold Newborg, 

W. L. Hemstadt, 

Malcolm C. Anderson, 

Mexican company : Cia. Petrolera Los Chijoles, S. A. 
Aaiglo-Mexican Petroleum Company, Ltd. 

Subsidiary : Cia. Mexicana de Petroleo “El Aguila”, S. A. (British 
Eagle) 

Royal Dutch Shell, 

Subsidiary: Cia. Mexicana Holandesa, “La Corona”, S. A. (Dutch 
Corona). 

The Department understands that the American and Mexican cor- 
porations hereinabove listed as having refused or failed to accept the 
provisions of the Petroleum Law of Mexico control about 90% of the 
actively petroleum producing lands of Mexico acquired before the 
Mexican Constitution of 1917, and that they produce about 70% of the 
oil produced in Mexico. 

Replying to the fourth inquiry, I beg to say that the Departmmt 
of State has not given any advice or instructions to any American 
persons or corporations with regard to the above mentioned petro- 
leum law. It has supplied interested American citizens or their 
counsel with full information regarding the general position of the 
Government of the United States with respect to the rights of Amer- 
ican nationals owning property in Mexico, so that any action taken 
by such nationals might be based upon a complete understanding 
of the position of the Government of the United States in the prem- 
ises. The Department has furnished such nationals with transla- 
tions of the said petroleum law and of the regulations issued pur- 
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suaixt thereto, as well as with copies of the recently published diplo- 
matic correspondence between the Government of the United States 
and the Government of Mexico dealing with such law and regula- 
tions as well as with the so-called Alien Land Law. The position 
of the Government of the United States is clearly stated in that 
correspondence. 

5. Eeferring to Paragraph 5 of the Eesolution, I may say that the 
correspondence between the Department and persons and corporations 
owning or claiming oil lands in Mexico has been necessarily volumi- 
nous. This correspondence consists almost exclusively of inquiries 
or information concerning the Mexican Petroleum Law and the 
official attitude of this Government with respect thereto. As above 
stated, the Department has consistently refrained from giving advice 
and counsel to such persons and corporations as to the course which 
they should themselves pursue. I cannot see that the transmission 
of the correspondence would throw any light upon the situation, and 
I hesitate to make it public without the consent of the interested 
persons and corporations, especially in view of the position taken by 
the Mexican Government to the effect that appeals by such individ- 
uals and corporations for the interposition of their own Government 
would possibly involve forfeiture or serious prejudice of their rights 
in Mexico. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frank B. Kejllogg 

Washington, Fehrumy 16^ 19B7. 

812.6363/2238 

The Ambassador in Mexico {^Sheffield) to the Secretary of State 

Ifo. 3954 Mexicx), April 11, im. 

[Received April 18.] 

Sir: Referring to my despatch No. 3924 of April 6 last,® I have 
the honor to inform the Department that the continued insistence of 
the Mexican Government upon at least formal compliance by foreign 
interests with the Petroleum Law and Regulations,^® including their 
retro-active and confiscatory features, is apparently about to produce 
another and what may prove to be a decisive crisis for these interests. 

It will be recalled that in January last the Mexican Government 
cancelled a number of drilling permits previously issued to certain 
foreign oil companies, and that, since then, it has consistently de- 
clined to grant such permits to these companies, all on the ground 
that the companies in question had failed to comply with the petroleum 
law and regulations in respect of their pre-constitutionally acquired 

• Not printed. 

^ For text of petrolemn law, see DiaHo OfhUilf Dec. 31, 1925. For text of the 
regulations, see i&rd., Apr. 8, 1926. 
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leaseholds or fee title lands, or both. Until recently the companies 
affected have carried on no drilling for which the permits cancelled 
or refused were required. 

It is thought by the companies that a suspension of drilling opera- 
tions can not continue if the industry is to exist in this country. 
Hence the companies are faced with one of three alternatives : (1) to 
satisfy the pre-requisite of complying with the law and regulations 
including their retroactive and confiscatory features, in order to 
obtain drilling permits; (2) to drill wells without such permits; or 
(3) to shut down production entirely. 

As to the first of these alternatives, the principal companies involved 
are bound by a mutual agreement, of which the Department is in- 
formed, not to solicit or (as the British El Aguila, the Dutch Corona, 
and the American Transcontinental Companies did) if they have 
solicited, not to accept, the so-called confirmatory concessions; or (in 
the case of the Aguila Company) not to operate under such conces- 
sions if issued until due notice shall have been given the other com- 
panies. With the exceptions indicated, I am informed that the 
companies do not propose to seek drilling permits upon the condition 
precedent laid down by the Mexican Government. It should be 
noted, however, that the Corona Company last week received the 
Government’s confirmatory concessions for which the Company had 
applied about the middle of 1926. The Aguila Company, which 
had also applied for such concessions last year, expects in the very 
near future to be presented with confirmatory concession. These 
concessions, parenthetically, are stated to be of the ^‘unilateral” type 
referred to in my despatch No. 3405, of December 21, 1926.^^ They 
are said not to require the. counter-signature of the concessionaire 
since the Mexican Government contends — and Mexican counsel for 
the Aguila and Corona Companies so advised — ^that the fact of having 
made application for confirmatory concessions implied recognition 
by these companies of the petroleum law and regulations in toto. The 
American owned Transcontinental Company formally withdrew its 
applications and considers them null and of no effect, a position which 
is not concurred in by the Mexican Government. 

Meanwhile, as above indicated, drilling permits have been cancelled 
or refused. The refusal of the companies to accept or to apply for 
confirmatory concessions on pre-constitutional rights is being made 
the pretext for denial of drilling permits. The drilling permit is in 
the nature of a police regulation pure and simple. Hence the Mexi- 
can Government in effect is saying to these companies: ^‘Unless you 
recognize our right to convert your pre-constitutional leaseholds and 
fee titles into a Government concession granting you a beneficial use 
of the oil lands acquired by you before 1917, we will deny you the 


“Not printed. 
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light to use these lands at all for the purpose for which you acquired 
them, and to that end we will decline to sanction the issuance of the 
permit contemplated by the police regulations affecting the industry.” 
In other words, a substantive right is to be nullified by means of the 
application of an adjective rule. 

But, I am informed, if these foreign interests are to meet their 
contractual obligations for the delivery of petroleum and its products, 
they must continue to produce, and the inications are they will drill 
wells without permits on lands lawfully theirs by lease or purchase 
and acquired before 1917, until action is taken by the Mexican Gov- 
ernment involving their right to invoke force majeure in derogation 
of their contracts. In fact some of the companies are now doing this. 
I learn that the Mexican Gulf Company is drilling without permits 
but under an amparo decree granted by a Federal District Court 
against the enforcement of the petroleum law and regulations. The 
Huasteca Company under a similar court decree is doing or will 
shortly do likewise. The Cortez Aguada Company, a subsidiary of 
the Atlantic Eefining Company, is about to undertake drilling opera- 
tions on pre-constitutional lands without a permit, though not under 
the doubtful aegis of an amparo. 

I am informed that all the affected companies are now awaiting 
the! decision of their New York executives as to whether they should 
not frankly adopt this policy as proper in law and equity. The sec- 
ond alternative above mentioned is thereby forced into the foreground. 

As for the third alternative, namely the complete suspension of all 
operations, I am informed that for the first time in recent years 
such a course is a distinct possibility and is being seriously considered 
since the larger producing companies are stated to recognize their 
common interest in a basic settlement which will enable them to 
pursue their business without, unjustifiable obstacles placed in their 
path by methods of indirection or arbitrary interference. 

In these circumstances the Department may expect soon to be called 
upon to face an acute situation involving precisely the “concrete 
cases” of violation of international law through confiscation, which 
were ostensibly alluded to in the Mexican Govermnent’s note of No- 
vember 17, 1926,^^ and which that Government then stated its disposi- 
tion to “repair”. Such concrete cases, it may be remarked in passing, 
are already so numerous in other fields as to warrant grave doubts 
of the sincerity of the Mexican Government's alleged disposition to 
grant reparation or, indeed, of its capacity to do so. It therefore 
remains for us to determine how numerous such cases must become, 
before the almost unique career of innovation in international prac- 
tice thus far pursued by the Mexican Government shall be checked. 

I have [etc.] James E. SHEFEmn 

^Moreion Relationa, 1926, voL n, p. 671. 
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812.6363/2290 

The Charge in Mexico {Schoenfeld) to the Secretary of State 

No. 4275 Mexico, J%me 15^ 19^- 

[Received June 23.] 

Sir : Referring to the Embassy’s confidential despatch No. 3954 of 
April 11, last, and to its confidential despatch No. 4096 of May 11, 
last, with regard to the situation brought about by the refusal of 
the Mexican Government to issue drilling permits to petroleum com- 
panies which have failed to seek confirmatory concessions on pre- 
constitutional lands, I have the honor to quote below in translation 
the text of an official statement published in this morning’s local 
press and issued by the Department of Industry on this subject; 

‘‘The Petroleum Agent at Tamjjico communicated to this Depart- 
ment that some companies, notwithstanding the fact that the re- 
spective drilling permits had been denied to them, were drilling and 
that some of them already had wells under exploitation. 

“For this reason the Department ordered the closing of those wells 
by shutting the valves and securing them with locks, but this measure 
was useless since the companies, without any official authorization, 
broke the locks and continued to extract petroleum. 

“In view of the fact that this was occurring with great frequency, 
the Department of Industry, Commerce and Labor requested that of 
War and Marine to supply it with (military) escorts with a view to 
preventing by means of the Federal forces that its decisions in these 
cases should be frustrated. Hereafter these escorts will remain at 
all places where the Department of Petroleum orders the closing of a 
well, since these closings are ordered for perfectly justified reasons, 
especially in the cases where the companies drill without fulfilling the 
requirements imjposed upon them by the laws and, therefore, wiSiout 
having the permission of the Federation.” 

It will be observed that the last sentence of this official statement 
clearly admits the connection between noncompliance on the part of 
the companies with the requirement of the Petroleum Law and Regu- 
lations regarding confirmatory concessions and the refusal of the 
Government to grant drilling permits. The use of the Federal mili- 
tary to enforce this plainly confiscatory action would seem to con- 
stitute further aggravation of a situation which appears to be grow- 
ing increasingly untenable. 

I have [etc.] H. F. Arthur Schoenfeld 


Latter not printed. 
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812.6363/2296 

The Charge m Mexico {Schoenfeld) to the Secreta/ry of State 

No. 4338 MjexicOj June 25^ 1927. 

[Received July 6.] 

Sir: Referring to my confidential despatch. No. 4096 of May 11, 
1927/^^ with regard to a resolution passed on April 27, 1927, by the 
Petroleum Producers’ Association in New York authorizing their re- 
spective companies to proceed with their normal activities (i. e., to 
drill) in case acceptable drilling permits are refused, I have the honor 
to report that, according to information received today by the repre- 
sentative of one of the interested companies, the following companies 
have already commenced drilling operations on pre-constitutionally 
acquired lands, without having received drilling permits from the 
Mexican Government with respect thereto : Huasteca, Sinclair Oil, El 
Aguila, Mexican Gulf, Transcontinental, and Cortez Aguada. 

I have [etc.] H. F. Arthur Sohoeneeld 


S12.6363/2305 : Telegram 

The Charge in Mexico (SchoenfeW) to the Secretary of State 

[ParapliraBe] 

Mexico, July 1927—1 f. m. 

[Received 7 : 17 p. m.] 

264. Embassy’s despatch No. 4338, June 25. Embassy has been 
informed that several of the oil companies which had intended to drill 
on pre-Constitutional lands without permits received instructions here 
on July 11 not to proceed with this program for the present. I under- 
stand that the following companies are among those which received 
such instructions : the British-owned El Aguila, the American-owned 
Transcontinental and Huasteca, and probably Cortez Aguada, a 
subsidiary of the Atlantic Refining Company. Information regarding 
the reasons for this reversal of the original intention of the com- 
panies is not available in petroleum circles here. 

SOHOEOTEED 

812. 6363/2339 

The Charge in Mexico {Schoenfeld) to the Secretary of State 

No. 4617 Mexico, August S, 1927. 

[Received August 17.] 

Sir: I have the' honor to refer to the last sentence of my confiden- 
tial telegram No. 264 of July 14, last, reporting that no information 


printed. 
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was available in Mexico City as to the reason for the decision of cer- 
tain petroleum companies not to proceed with their original inten- 
tion of drillmg petroleum wells on preconstitutional properties with- 
out the drilling permits for which they had applied and which had 
been refused by the Mexican Government. 

I am now informed that the initial step in the reversal of this pro- 
gram was taken by the Huasteca Petroleum Company as the result 
of a visit to New York of one of its Mexican Counsel, who argued 
that the decision of this and other companies to drill without permits 
amounted to a conspiracy against the Mexican Government. The 
argument of this Mexican lawyer apparently sufBced to cause at least 
a temporary hesitation on the part of this company which was fol- 
lowed by certain other companies, particularly those which had not 
secured judicial decisions covering such operations, as was the case 
with some of them. This visit to New York took place about the 
beginning of July and about the same time, in fact on July 1, the 
Secretary of Industry, Senor Morones, informed a representative of 
the American company above mentioned that the Government in- 
tended, “come what may”, to prevent, by force of arms if necessary, 
the drilling of wells on preconstitutional lands which had not been 
made the subject of petitions for confirmation of rights. In view of 
these facts, and in view further of the onset of the rainy season, which 
made drilling operations in any case more difficult than usual, the 
companies apparently decided to defer proceeding with their original 
plan of drillmg without permits. Such a decision was also facilitated 
somewhat by the general overproduction of petroleum elsewhere than 
in Mexico which eased the pressure upon the companies to continue 
maximum production. 

For the moment, therefore, the petroleum situation is stationary, 
though there is much anxiety among representatives of the companies 
in Mexico regarding future developments. Some of them feel that 
great progress has been made since the time when the Mexican Gov- 
ermnent uttered dire threats of destruction for failure to comply with 
retroactive and confiscatory features of legislation affecting the indus- 
try; but this feeling does not serve to allay the anxiety of the com- 
panies as to the course they should follow in the future. Others seem 
to think their principal hope lies in the possibility that the Mexican 
Government itself, under the pressure of financial necessity and in 
the presence of the firm resistance of the United States Government 
to its confiscatory policy, will find means of abrogating the objection- 
able features of the existing law and thereby enable the industry to 
revive. 

I have [etc.] H. F. Arthur Schoenreld 
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812.6363/2421J 

The Ambassodor in Mexico {Morrow) to the Secretary of State 

[Mexico,] No'vember S, 1927, 

[EeceiTed Noyember 12.J 

My Dear Mr. Secretary : I have now been in Mexico a little over 
two weeks. A great deal of time, as you so well know, has been 
taken up in necessary formalities. I have had an opportunity, how- 
ever, to talk with several business men of Mexico, including Mr. 
Legorreta, Director of the Banco Nacional de Mexico; Mr. WooduU, 
the Mexican Manager of the American Smelting and Eefining Co. ; 
Mr. Hugh Eose, the Managing Director of Santa Gertrudis Mines ; 
Mr. H. Weldon, local Manager of the Bank of Montreal ; Mr. G. E. 
G. Conway, Managing Director of the Mexican Light & Power Co. ; 
Mr. Matton, of the British American Tobacco Co.; Mr. Hilary N. 
Brandi, local representative of Huasteca Petroleum Company; and 
Messrs. Hogan and Basham, prominent American lawyers here. I 
shall expect later to make some report on the general Mexican eco- 
nomic condition. The despatches on economic conditions sent since 
I have come here have been largely based upon such information as 
we are able to receive from newspapers or other documents, or per- 
sonal conversations with such persons as are referred to above. 

At the formal presentation of my letters of credence to the Presi- 
dent I met formally all the members of the President’s Cabinet. The 
only members of the Government I have talked with, however, are 
the President himself, Mr. Estrada, the Acting-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, and Mr. Montes de Oca, the Minister of Finance. With no 
one of these except the President have I had anything like a full 
talk. 

When I made my first call upon the Acting-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, as referred to in despatch No. I, of October 31sV® Mr. 
Estrada, after courteously expressing his pleasure that I had come to 
Mexico, took occasion to say to me that it was the desire of President 
Calles that I should take matters' up personally with him. He fur- 
ther stated that in Mexico the system of administration was a ^‘Presi- 
dential system” and that as the President alone had the authority to 
make decisions on behalf of the Government he hoped that I would 
at all times discuss with President Calles matters of difference be- 
tween the Governments. Mr. Estrada’s manner of expressing this 
opinion made quite an impression upon Mr. Schoenfeld, who accom- 
panied me upon this formal call and acted as interpreter. 

On Saturday, October 29th, I presented my letter of credence to 
the President. What formally took place on that occasion is also re- 


“Not printed. 
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ferred to in despatch. No. I, of October 31st. After I had read my 
brief remarks and the President had replied, he signified that he 
desired to have a conversation with me. I sat down beside him and 
we had four or five minutes’ conversation. Mr. Martinez de Alva 
acted as interpreter. In this conversation the President expressed the 
hope that I would feel free at all times to come directly to him, 
stating that he was not a diplomat, and that he thought many of the 
matters as to which there were differences of opinion between the two 
governments could be readily adjusted in personal meetings, but that 
diplomatic notes tended to separate further the Grovemments. I ex- 
pressed my appreciation of the cordiality of my reception by his Gov- 
ernment and the people of Mexico, and stated that I would be very 
glad to avail of the courtesy extended to me of talking things over 
with him personally from time to time. He then repeated to me 
that he did not want me to consider this invitation to take things up 
with him personally as merely a formal invitation, that he did ear- 
nestly desire that the matters in difference between the Governments 
be settled amicably, and he thought this could best be accomplished by 
taking questions up personally. 

On Monday afternoon, October 31st, Mr. Thomas A. Robinson, a 
son-in-law of President Calles, and an American citizen, called upon 
me and on behalf of the President extended to me an invitation to 
breakfast with the President on Wednesday, November 2nd, at his 
ranch at Santa Barbara, about twenty miles east of Mexico City. 
Mr. Robinson stated that the President would be glad to send a car 
for me at 6 : 15 a. m., and that we could then go to the Castle of 
Chapultepec, where the President would join us and motor from there 
to the ranch. I accepted the invitation. After consultation with the 
Embassy staff, it seemed wise for me to go alone to this meeting as it 
was a social invitation, and despite the fact that such talk as I 
might have with the President would necessarily be through an 
interpreter. On Wednesday morning at 6 : 15 Mr. Robinson, accom- 
panied, by Mr. Smithers, also an American citizen and a friend of 
President Calles, called at the Embassy for me. We motored to the 
Castle of Chapultepec, which the President occupies as a home in the 
City of Mexico. There the President joined us. We motored from 
there to the ranch, reaching the ranch shortly after 7 o’clock. After 
a cup of coffee the President walked us over his ranch, which contains 
approximately 160 hectares, which is a little less than 400 acres. The 
house is a small, simple one. The stables, however, which are in 
process of construction, are quite elaborate. The President stated to 
me that he contemplated having stable capacity for 200 Holstein 
cows. He is apparently planning when he leaves the presidency to 
run what would be called in the United States a dairy fann. An 
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irrigation system consisting of pumps, cement pipes, ditches, etc., is 
in process of construction. After perhaps an hour’s walk we re- 
turned to the house and had breakfast. After breakfast the Presi- 
dent discussed affairs in Mexico generally, particularly the reforms 
that he has been trying to bring about in connection with lands and 
education. None of the questions under discussion between the two 
governments were taken up by him, nor were they taken up by me, 
the whole meeting being a purely social one, his purpose evidmtly 
being to get acquainted. I asked him something about his own early 
education, his teaching experience and his new educational system. 
I also asked him about his agricultural policy. During the conver- 
sation the President’s friend, Mr. James Smithers, acted as inter- 
preter. We left the ranch at about 10 o’clock, reaching the City of 
Mexico at about 11. On the way back the President talked about 
the amount of money he had spent on roads and agriculture and 
education, and insisted again that he wanted the opportunity to go 
over with me in person the various points on which the two 
governments differed. 

Mr. Legorreta, the Director of the Banco Nacional de Mexico, 
called on me Thursday, November 8rd, and told me the President 
had a long talk with him that morning, that the President had 
expressed himself as being very much pleased with his conversation 
with me at the ranch but somewhat disappointed that I did not 
bring up some of the questions in dispute. He told me further that 
the President had told him that he intended to get me to go out 
again to the ranch as soon as it could be arranged. On Saturday 
afternoon, November 6th, Mr, Kobinson again called on me and told 
me that the President would be glad to have me breakfast again 
with him at the ranch on Tuesday morning, November 8th. I felt 
a little reluctant to do this because of the publicity that had attended 
the first meeting, but I asked Mr. Robinson to tell the President that 
I would be very glad to come if it were at all possible for me to 
arrange it. On Monday, November 7th, I sent for Mr. Robinson and 
told him that I would be glad to go to the ranch for breakfast on 
Tuesday if the President really desired that, but that if it were 
equally agreeable to the President I would be glad to go to break- 
fast at some later date. Mr. Robinson advised me late Monday 
afternoon that it was entirely agreeable to the President to put the 
breakfast off, but that he would be pleased to see me at the Castle 
of Chapultepec at 11 o’clock Tuesday morning, November 8th, if 
that were convenient to me. 

Accordingly, I went to the President’s home this morning at 11 
o’clock. Again I went alone, reaching this decision after consulta- 
tion with the Embassy staff. I felt that he might talk more frankly 
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and I might, get a clearer picture of his mind if I showed my con- 
fidence in him. I think the result fully justified this position. 

My talk with the President this morning lasted perhaps an hour 
and a half. Mr. Robinson and Mr. Smithers were present, Mr. 
Smithers acting as interpreter. Mr. J. Reuben Clark and myself 
had made a very careful study of the record with reference to oil, 
going back particularly to the Carranza decrees,^* to the decision in 
the Texas Oil Company case“ and to the Warren-Payne record “ 
in which so much emphasis was laid upon respecting and enforcing 
the principles of the decisions in the Texas case to the effect that 
Paragraph 4 of Article 2t of the Constitution was not retroactive. 
Mr. Clark and I had both felt that it would be very difficult to find 
a compromise that would really maintain the principle of the War- 
ren-Payne meetings and of the State Department correspondence 
unless there could be an affirmance of the Texas Oil Company case. 
It also seemed to us both that an affirmance of the Texas Oil Com- 
pany case was more or less a natural thing for the courts to do 
because substantially the same principle was involved in the so-called 
Carranza decrees and in tbe legislation of 1925. 

The President opened the conversation this, morning by asking 
me directly what solution I thought could be found for the oil 
controversy. I told him that I thought an almost necessary pre- 
liminary to any solution! would be a clear decision of the Supreme 
Court following the Texas Oil Company cases. I told him that I 
had been a lawyer, and it was not easy to get out of the habit of 
talking as a lawyer, and asked him to bear with me while I explained 
to him the Texas Oil Company case as I understood it. I then quite 
slowly, with the interpreter translating to bitTi sentence by sentence, 
explained to him that the Carranza decrees had attempted to hold 
Paragraph 4 of Article 27 of the Constitution of 1917 to be retro- 
active as to the subsoil of oil lands, that those who had brought the 
cmvpcBros had asserted, first, that President Carranza had no official 
power to act by decree in the way he had acted, and, second, that 
even if he had been given such official power it would be violative 
of article 14 of the Constitution, which provides that no law sba.n 
be given a retroactive effect. I explained to him further that the 
Supreme Court of Mexico in the Texas case had clearly held that 
the question of Carranza’s official power to act by decree did not 
arise because the decrees issued by him and called in question had 
been officially ratified by the legislative body, and that, therefore, 
his decrees had the full effect of laws. The Court then went on to 

“ For text of the decree of Mar. 31, 1917, see Foreign Relations, 1917, p. 1063. 

“ See ibid., 1921, vol. n, pp. 461 ft. 

"See Proceedings of the United Statea-Mewican Oomtnisaion convened in 
Meanoo City, May H, 1923. 
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hold that these laws (made by Carranza decree ar^d legislative rati- 
fication) could not constitutionally be given retroactive effect. In 
the Texas case, therefore, as in the pending cases, it was not a decree 
of the executive but a law of Congress, and executive acts thereunder, 
which were held to be violative of Article 14 of the Constitution. I 
further said to the President that I had been expecting that the 
courts would hand down a decision sustaining the Texas cases and 
that if such a decision came down I thought the ground would be 
cleared for a satisfactory adjustment of the oil matter. 

He then gave me quite a full description of his troubles with the 
oil companies. He said that the Government of Mexico had never 
wanted to confiscate any property. Least of all did they want to 
confiscate the oil properties; that they needed the revenues, and 
obviously ‘^they did not want to commit suicide;” that the act of 1925 
was a most necessary piece of legislation at the time because the 
countiy was in considerable disorder and there was an extreme radical 
wing whose wishes had to be met in that legislation; that he had 
thought the grant of the 50-year right as good as a perpetual right 
to take out the oil, and that such a grant would satisfy every practical 
purpose, but that the oil companies had not co-operated with him at 
all, but in fact their representatives had boasted all over Mexico that 
they did not need to obey the laws of Mexico. To this I responded 
that, without defending the attitude of the oil companies toward 
Mexico or toward the Mexican courts, there was a very real principle 
which they had asserted and which the American Government had 
felt it necessary to assert on their behalf: that a 50-year right to take 
oil out of a piece of ground might be fully as good as a perpetual 
right, but it was certainly arguable that if one administration could 
cut the right down from a perpetual right to a 60-year right, a later 
administration might cut it down from a 50-year right to a 40-year 
right, or a 30, or a 10 or a 1-year right, and that it seemed to me in 
the interests of Mexico as well as in the interests of the United 
States that that question should be cleared up. 

The President then asked me if I thought a decision of the court 
following the Texas case would settle the main controversy in the oil 
dispute. I told him I thought such a decision would remove the main 
difficulty. He then rather startled me by saying that such a decision 
could be expected in two months. I said to the President that it was 
important that during the time the cases are pending before the court 
no overt act which could be called confiscation should take place ; that 
if difficulties were not to increase, pending a decision by the courts, 
there should.be no change in the status quo, 

I think it proper to say that there was nothing in the President’s 
conversation to indicate that he intended to direct the courts to make 

823422 — 12 — ^vol. in 19 
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a decision. In fact, he would doubtless assert that he had no such 
power. His words were entirely consistent with the fact that he had 
knowledge of what the courts already had in mind. At the same 
time it must be remembered that it is generally believed in this country 
that the courts are not independent of the Executive. While this 
may seem quite shocking to those trained in American jurisprudence 
and English jurisprudence, it is not an essentially different situation 
than has existed in all early governments and is substantially the 
same situation that existed in England two or three hundred years 
ago. The King’s Bench was originally more than the name of the 
court; it was the bench that belonged to the King, and administered 
justice for him. 

After the talk about the oil, the President then took up the question 
of the railroad. He told me that he was determined to see a better 
railroad administration, that he had asked Sir Henry Thornton, of 
the Canadian Government Railroad, to come down and make a report 
to him, and that even though it meant sweeping out a lot of holders 
of jobs who were intrenched in the railroad he was prepared to do so. 
He also spoke of his desire to expedite the claims settlements. He spoke 
of his earnest desire to improve agricultural conditions in Mexico and 
in this connection stated that Mexico was not ready yet for industrial 
development, that he hoped that a betterment of agriculture here 
would lead \tendf] to create trade with the United States, that indus- 
trial products should come into Mexico from the United States during 
the next generation, and that Mexico would not be ready for industrial 
development imtil long after his time. 

I returned from the President’s Castle to the Embassy. A half hour 
later Mr. Robinson called upon me and told me that the President was 
very anxious that none of the oil people should know at all about our 
conference, that his greatest difficulty in dealing with the oil question 
in a proper way had been the oil people themselves, and that if they 
knew that a Supreme Court decision was likely to come down within a 
short time they would again begin to intrigue. 

Despite the informality of this whole conversation I am setting it 
out somewhat fuUy to you. I think it is of extreme importance that 
the oil people shall, if possible, be kept from complicating the situation 
until the courts have had an opportunity to act. 

I have nothing to add about the general political situation down 
here to what has been sent you in despatches. I think it is true that 
President Calles has been greatly strengthened by the rigorous method 
in which he has handled the recent revolutions. There are some 
people who feel that the revolts were not real revolts. I think, how- 
ever, the best opinion is that it was a question of who struck first; 
it was a case of ^^thy head or my head”, which again was pretty 
much the rule in English history until well past the Tudor days. 
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There is difference of opinion as to whether President Calles and 
General Obregon will remain together, but I think there are no real 
indications at present that they have quarreled. A year, however, 
in Mexico is a long time. I must say that my personal impression, 
for whatever it is worth, is that President Calles seemed to me 
to be a man who wanted to do as much as he could during this last 
year of his term and then get out. The pressure, however, upon him 
by those who share the advantages of office will certainly be very 
great, and much may happen as a result thereof. 

In both of my talks with the President I have been impressed 
by his strength, his earnestness, and his apparent sincerity. I think 
he is a strong man, sincerely devoted to his country and capable of 
going a long way in either the right or the wrong direction. . . , 

With kindest regards [etc.] Dwight W. Mokkow 

812.6368/2433A 

The Under Secretcm/ of State {Olds) to the Ambassador m Memco 

(Morrow) 

Washington, November 16, 19Z7. 

Dear Mr. Morrow: Tour long letter addressed to the Secretary ar- 
rived in due course. After reading it we took it across the street, 
where it now is. We expect to follow this course with all important 
communications which may come from you. 

Naturally the report of your preliminary conversations is exceed- 
ingly interesting. I can not help feeling that you are on the right 
track and have already made real progress. At any rate it delights 
us all to see the old method of long-armed dealing scrapped, and the 
contrary method of direct personal contact tried. I am sure that the 
lines along which you are working are absolutely sound. 

The intimation about the Supreme Court decision is, of course, 
important. We have had intimations on this subject before, but this 
one seems more reliable than the others. Anyhow, I agree that the oil 
companies ought not to get off the reservation for the time being. 
They have been very quiet lately. I told them when you left that 
there would not be anything doing until you found your way about 
in Mexico, and that it might be several weeks before anything affecting 
their interests happened. Meanwhile they would have to be patient. 
They have, as you know, called attention to one or two moves made by 
the Mexican Government, which seemed to them rather disturbing, but 
they have not asked for any conferences here. We shall bear in mind 
your suggestion that nothing be said to them concerning the Supreme 
Court decision. . . . 


With warm regards [etc.] 


Bobert E. Olds 
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812.6363/2421 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Mexico {Morrow) 

No. 27 Washington, November 16^ 1927. 

Sir : The Department understands from oral statements made to it 
by representatives of American oil interests in Mexico, as well as from 
written communications dealing with specific cases which have recently 
been forwarded to you for your information, that the Mexican authori- 
ties are not only refusing to grant drilling permits to companies which 
have failed to apply for confirmatory concessions on their pre-consti- 
tutional land holdings, but are also declaring such lands to be free 
lands and are issuing concessions thereon to unrelated third parties. 
It appears, for example, from your despatch No. 48 of November 8, 
1927,^^ and its enclosures that while the Mexican authorities have ex- 
pressed to the interested parties a willingness to obey judicial orders 
issued in pursuance of appropriate ampcuro actions, in the absence of 
such judicial orders the oppositions filed by pre-constitutional owners 
against third party concessions are uniformly rejected. In this con- 
nection your attention is invited to the despatch from the American 
Consul General in Charge at Tampico, dated October 27, 1927,^'^ a copy 
of which was forwarded directly to the Embassy, reporting the receipt 
of information from Messrs. Alex Smith and Company that in accord- 
ance with instructions of the Mexican Department of Industry, Com- 
merce and Labor the Tampico Agency has granted to the “Control de 
Administracidn del Petroleo Nacional” permit to drill Ochoa Well No. 
2 upon the land of T. J. Fugitt, Ochoa Well No. 8 upon the land of 
E. E. L. Owen, and Ochoa Well No. 4 on the land of Mrs. E. C. Yates ; 
that the same Department has authorized the granting of a drilling 
permit to the “Control de Administracidn del Petroleo Nacional” for 
Ochoa Well No. 1, being on the property of Lucius C. Warner; and 
that in respect of the last named property the Control is moving ma- 
terial, setting up boiler, building derrick, et cetera, upon the land in 
question. 

You will readily appreciate that American owners of oil lands 
acquired by them in good faith prior to the adoption of the Con- 
stitution of 1917 are greatly disturbed by what seems to them to be 
a steadily advancing policy of confiscation. They point out that not 
only are they deprived of the beneficial use of their lands through 
nonissuance or cancellation of drilling permits, but that such lands 
are held out to the public as open to denouncement by unrelated 
third parties, that concessions are granted thereon to such parties, 
and that steps are taken by the new concessionaires to commence 
exploring and exploiting operations. 


Not printed. 
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While the Department cannot, of course, ignore cases of actual 
confiscation of validly acquired American owned property, and while 
it cannot but be concerned at the steps which the Mexican authorities 
seem to be taking in that direction, it feels that it is far more 
important at this juncture to endeavor to reach some general agree- 
ment with the Mexican Government providing for satisfactory recog' 
nition of valid American property rights than to make repeated rep- 
resentations in respect of individual cases arising under the land, 
petroleum and other laws regulating the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion. Such individual representations have been almost without 
exception fruitless in the past, and the irritation which could con- 
ceivably follow continued pressure of a similar nature might seriously 
jeopardize the success of your efforts to effect a general settlement. 

In these circumstances the Department is not inclined to instruct 
you to present individual cases to the Foreign Office at this time. 
It will, however, bring at once to your attention all such cases as 
may be submitted to it so that in your discretion they may be used 
as illustrations to support your general thesis that valid American 
property rights should not be disturbed. In this connection it is 
suggested that you give careful attention to the possibility that the 
Mexican authorities might be prevailed upon to agree that pending 
the exploration of the general situation which you have entered into 
with them, no affirmative steps looking to the confiscation or positive 
impairment of American property rights would be taken. If, for 
example, you could obtain assurances that during this interval drilling 
permits could be issued under appropriate reservations to companies 
which have not applied for confirmatory concessions, a most favor- 
able impression could not but be created in this country, but even if 
the Mexican authorities were unwilling to go so far it should not be 
impossible to convince them of the desirability, in the interest of a 
general settlement, of wholly refraining for the time being from 
issuing to unrelated third parties exploration and exploitation con- 
cessions on American owned lands. Assurances of such a nature 
would do much to relieve the situation of a present tension and source 
of embarrassment to the two Governments. 

I am [etc.] Frank B. Kellogg 

812.6363/2425 : Telegram 

The Arribassador in Mexico (Morrow) to the Secretary of State 

Mexico, November 17^ 1927 — 6 p. m. 

[Received 8 : 58 p. m.] 

412. The Supreme Court rendered decision today which is reported 
to hold articles 14 and 15 of petrolemn law imconstitutional. Will 
report fully when copy of decision is obtained. 


Morrow 
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817.00 H 35/2 ; Telegram 

The Ambassador m Messioo {Morrow) to the Seoretairy of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Mexico, No^eTnber 1927 — 1 p. 

[Received November 21 — 12 : 52 a. m.] 

418. Embassy’s No. 413, November 18.^’“ Yesterday morning I re- 
ceived word through tite Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senor 
Estrada, that President Calles would be pleased to have me call upon 
him at 11 a. m. at Chapultepec Castle. I kept the appointment . . . 

The President then referred to the Supreme Court decision in the 
oil case mentioned in Embassy’s 412, November 17, 1927, 6 p. m., 
and said that he was very much pleased that the decision had been 
made, and that it was the duty of the Executive and Legislative 
Departments to follow the Supreme Court’s interpretation of the 
Constitution, and that they would do so without doubt. The Presi- 
dent said further that although only one amparo case had been decided, 
he had no doubt that additional cases would be decided in accord- 
ance with the same principles, as soon as they could be prepared for 
decision. The President told me he was not a lawyer, that he had 
not yet received from his legal advisers an opinion as to the proper 
course for the Government of Mexico to follow ; but from his under- 
standing of the matter, it would now be proper for the Government 
of Mexico to alter the law or the regulations so that : 

(1) Section 14 of the petrolemn law, which provides for a grant of 
a 60-year concession instead of a perpetual right, would be altered 
or repealed; 

(2) Full confirmation of rights to take out the oil, unlimited in 
time, would be given to those who had such rights prior to the 
Constitution of 1917 ; 

(8) A sufficient time, probably one year, would be given to all such 
owners of the surface to come in and get their nghts to the oil 
confirmed. 

I did not discuss with the President the terms of possible new legis- 
lation because, as I explained to him, I had not had the opportunity to 
read an English translation of the decision. The President made it 
quite clear, however, that he wished aU substantial rights of the oil 
companies to be observed by the Government of Mexico. The Presi- 
dent went so far as to state that he knew many of the oil companies 
were greatly disturbed over the actual state of their titles to the sur- 
face, and feared that the Government of Mexico might commence a 
radical attack upon titles, but that their fears, in this respect, were 
groundless. The President stated that of course some preliminary 


”*Not printed. 
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arrangement would liave to be made by wLdcb third parties who dis- 
puted titles should be given an opportunity to be heard, but that the 
Government of Mexico was desirous of confirming titles imder which 
actual money had been spent rather than disturbing them on technical 
grounds. 

Senor Martinez de Alva of the Division of Protocol of the Foreign 
Office acted as interpreter at our conference, and when riding back 
from the Castle with him I invited his attention to the fact that the 
present law was confused in sometimes using the word ^^confirmation” 
and sometimes using the word ‘^concession”; that I understood Presi- 
dent Calles to be in favor of “confirmation” of rights held prior to 
the Constitution. Sefior Martinez de Alva replied that he was familiar 
with the law and that President Calles had used the term “confirmation” 
and had never referred to the term “concession”. 

Morrow 

812.6363/2466 

Tramlation of Opinion m the Meccan Peirolewm Gompany^s Suit 

for ‘^Ampofro^^ as ATmov/noed hy the Supreme Court of Justice of 

Mexico^ No'oember i7, 19^ 

Mexico, Federal District. Decision of the full Court, of November 
17, 1927. 

Having taken under review the case arising from the suit of amparo 
(the Spanish word amparo means literally shelter, hence protection; 
and the protection sought in a suit for ampofro is similar to that sought 
in the United States in a suit for injunction) brought by the attorney- 
in-fact of the Mexican Petroleum Company of California against acts 
of the Department of Industry, Commerce and Labor and the agent 
of said Department in charge of the Technical Petroleum Agency in 
Tampico, State of Tamaulipas, and alleging violation of articles 4, 
14, 16, 22 and 27 of the Federal Constitution; and upon an examination 
of the record the following being disclosed {resultcmdo) : 

Statement of the Case 

First: By a writing dated January 26 of the current year and pre- 
sented on the following day, Carlos Palomar, as attorney-in-fact of 
the Mexican Petroleum Company of California, a capacity which he 
proved by means of an authenticated copy of his power of attorney 

“This translation was enclosed in a letter of Dec. 14, 1927, from Mr. Guy 
Stevens, director of the Association of Producers of Petroleum in Mexico, to the 
Under Secretary of State. A previous translation prepared by the Association 
in Mexico was transmitted with the Spanish text by the Ambassador in Mexico 
in despatch No. 115, Nov, 22, 192T; not printed (file No. 812.6363/2438), 

In despatch No. 148, Dec. 5, 192^7, the Charg4 in Mexico informed the Depart- 
ment that the formal opinion was signed on Dec. 2, 1927 (file No. 812.6363/2448). 
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exhibited with his complaint, sought amparo against acts of the 
authorities before mentioned, which he said consisted of the issuance 
of official communications Nos. 1090 , 1091 and 1093 dated January 11 
of the same year, addressed by the Chief of the Technical Petroleum 
Agency in Tampico to the representative of the aforesaid Company, 
notifying him that, because of non-compliance with the requirement 
contained in the Begulatory Law of Art. 27 of the Constitution in 
the branch of petroleum (i. e. The Petroleum Law promulgated De- 
cember 31, 1925) , making it necessary to ask for confirmation of subsoil 
rights acquired prior to May 1, 1917, the said Agency, acting upon 
express instructions from the Department of Industry revokes the 
permits granted by official communications Nos. 82, of Jan. 3 of the 
current year, 11 of the same date, and 21, likewise of the same date, 
to drill wells: “Mendez No. 27”, “Chijol No. 63” and “Dicha No. 104”, 
respectively, in lands of the former Hacienda de Chapacao, Munici- 
pality of Panuco, State of Veracruz. These acts axe considered as 
violative of the guarantees established in the Constitutional articles 
before mentioned, and, to support its complaint, the complainant com- 
pany sets forth the following allegations : 

That in the city of Mexico, in the month of January of last year 
(i. e. 1926) it sought amparo against the provisions of articles 2, 4, 
14 and 16 of the Eegulatory Law of Art. 27 of the Constitution in 
the branch of petroleum, in so far as those provisions deprived said 
company of the rights to explore and exploit the oil-bearing subsoil 
acquired prior to May 1, 1917; that the District Judge dismissed 
the complaint as not having a legal basis {improcedente) , the Su- 
preme Court having confirmed this decision; that tlie complainant 
company considered that the said provisions modified to its prejudice, 
in respect to its properties and rights, a legal status existing before 
May 1, 1917, the date on which Art. 27 of the Constitution became 
effective; that the Supreme Court took the contrary view declaring 
that the law did not at that time deprive (the complainant) of its 
rights and possessions, adding that articles 14 and 16 of the Kegu- 
latory Law, in desi^ating in connection with Art. 12 the period of 
one year within which it would be possible, if possible at all, to ask 
for confirmation of the rights, showed conclusively that the legal 
provisions cited were not immediately obligatory in character, stating 
in conclusion that, as yet, no specific act of enforcement could be 
pointed out; that such a specific act having now taken place, the 
(present) suit of amparo was being brought on the following 
grounds : 

Prior to May 1, 1917, the complainant, a foreign company organ- 
ized under the laws of the State of California, U. S. A., domiciled 
in the Eepublic of Mexico and qualified to do business tiierein by 
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reason of having complied with the legal requirements, acquired in 
the State of Veracruz various lots of land that form part of the 
former Hacienda de ^^Tampalache, Chila y sus Llanos”, known also 
by the name of Chapacao, acquisitions which it has been exploiting 
for petroleum, and which date back for more than 25 years, as do 
also the operations imdertaken; that the Department of Industry 
recognized in the fullest manner its rights by official communications 
of September 2, 1926 and October 16 of the same year; that said 
recognitions were granted after examination of the title documents 
proving its rights, of which (title documents) photostatic copies are 
attached (hereto) and the right reserved to present the originals 
if it should be necessary; that the fundamental object of the Com- 
pany is the exploitation of petroleum, wherefore, in acquiring the 
various tracts, it did so with the definite purpose of extracting and 
utilizing the petroleum, a purpose which is corroborated by positive 
acts of exploitation which it has been performing for twenty-five 
years ; that the official communications by which the drilling permits 
are cancelled, attack its rights in violation of the individual guaran- 
tees invoked, 

because article 2 of the Petroleum Law declares in absolute 
terms that only with the express authorization of the Federal 
Executive, granted in accordance with the provisions of the 
law and its regulations,^® may the operations required in the 
petroleum industry be conducted; 

because Art. 4 declares that only Mexicans, companies organized 
in conformity with Mexican laws and alien individuals (the 
latter under specified conditions) may obtain petroleum con- 
cessions, thus excluding foreign companies such as the com- 
plainant; 

because Art. 14 provides that there shall be confirmed by means 
of concessions granted in conformity with said law, the rights 
derived from lands upon which exploitation operations had 
be)Kit begun prior to May 1, 1917, to the exclusion of any 
other (lands;, subject to the understanding that the life of 
such confirmations may not exceed fifty years computed from 
the time the exploitation operations were begun; 

because Art. 15, according to which the period of one year is 
granted for applying for concessions of confirmation, fixes the 
penalty that, if this is not done, the respective rights shall be 
considered as renounced, and shall have no effect whatever 
against the Federal Government. 

In the points of law set forth in the complaint it is said specifi- 
cally that, as regards the lands which complainant acquired in fee 
{en fleTkjo domimo) prior to May 1, 1917, ite rights over the subsoil 

"Not attaelied to translation. 

"For text of petroleum law, see Diario Oflcial, Dec. 31, 1925. For text of the 
refi:iLlations, see ibid., Apr. 8, 1926. 
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are merged {$e confimden) with those over the surface which, accord- 
ing to general law {derecho conmn) such as existed prior to the date 
named, formed a whole with the underlying strata, without other 
limitations than those established by the Mining Laws, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of Art. 731 of the Civil Code, — ^the discus- 
sion as to whether coal, petroleum and other mineral fuels did or 
did not belong to the owner of the land having been definitely 
settled by the Mining Code of 1884, which declared in article 10 that 
those substances were of the exclusive ownership of the owner of 
the soil, which was also declared by the Mining Law of November 25, 
1909, and the acquisition made by the Mexican Petroleum Com- 
pany having been under the protection of those laws, the company’s 
rights to the subsoil, as regards the tracts obtained prior to the 
effective, date of the Constitution, are of indefinite duration as is the 
right of ownership itself. Wherefore, since the Petroleum Law 
does not accord recognition to those rights in articles 2, 4, 14 and 15, 
the individual guarantees before mentioned are violated to its (i. e. 
the complainant’s) prejudice, 

because its rights to exploit the subsoil cannot be derived from a 
future concession or from a permit or authorization which the 
Executive may grant to it, but are born from the titles themselves ; 

because it is excluded, as a foreign company, from the right of 
exploiting^ the subsoil, since it cannot obtain a concession, nor 
have its rights confirmed; 

because, even supposing that a concession could be granted to it, 
that (concession) could refer only and exclusively to lands on 
which exploitation operations were begun prior to May 1, 1917, 
thereby excluding those lands on which it had performed no 
operations; 

because the right to exploit the subsoil is limited as to time, with- 
out taking into consideration the fact that, with respect to tracts 
held in fee {j> 08 eido$ a tituh de dormmo ) , that right is of unlim- 
ited {indeftrddo) duration; 

and, finally, because it is established as a condition for obtaining 
concessions that these be applied for within the period of one year, 
under penalty of loss of all rights now existing, or what amounts 
to the same thing, that the titles of acquisition be cancelled, every 
right definitely lost, and the interests of the company confiscated. 

The violations specified in the complaint are seven in number: 

I. That of Art. 4 of the Constitution, in that Art. 15 of the Petroleum 
Law deprives the complainant company of the accumulation of capital 
bound up with the subsoil which the said article confiscates, taking 
from the Company mentioned the products of its labor and the fruit 
of its efforts , 

n. That of Art, 14 of the Constitution, in that Art. 27 of the Con- 
stitution is applied retroactively since the Petroleum Law fails to 
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recognize the significance, as established in unequivocal terms by the 
Supreme Court in five decisions (i. e. The Texas Company and other 
a'm.'paaro cases decided in 1921 and 1922) of that provision ( i. e. Article 
27), as it relates to the particular case which gives rise to the cmfc^o; 

III. Art. 14, also, in that the official communications of revocation 
deprive the Mexican Petroleum Company of its properties, possessions 
and rights, without due process of law {sin que Turn] a mediado jidoio), 
and without compliance with the other requirements set forth in Par. 2 
of the said article^ since applying to it Art. 15 of the Petroleum 
Law, the right which the Company holds over the subsoil of its lands 
is disregarded, (thus) despoiling it of the right to exploit them, 
acquired by virtue of former laws; 

IV. That of Art. 16 of the Constitution, in that, without legal 
justification, the responsible authorities are disturbing the complain- 
ant company in its possessions, obstructing it in the exercise of its 
rights and depriving it of them ; 

V. That of Art. 22 of the Con^itution, in that Art. 15 (of the Law) 
punishes with the penalty of confiscation any one who, as in^ the case 
of the complainant, may not have consented to receive new titles in ex- 
change for its old titles to the subsoil, for on the supposition that the 
exchange of titles could have been made, as it cannot in this case since 
the Company is a foreign one, the confiscation is absolute and 
inevitable; 

VI. That of Art. 27 of the Constitution, in that retroactive effects 
are given to Articles 14 and 15 of the Petroleum Law, whereas neither 
in letter nor in spirit, according to the declaration of the Supreme 
Court (i. e. in The Texas Company case) , does Art. 27 of the Constitu- 
tion have that attribute, as regards rights to the oil-bearing subsoil 
acquired prior to May 1, 1917 ; and 

Vn. Ihat of Art. 27, in the sense that no one may be despoiled of 
his properties, save by expropriation for reasons of public utility and 
by means of compensation. 

Second. The complaint having been admitted by the District Judge 
of Villa Cuauhtemoc before whom it was presented, the Department of 
Industry, Commerce and Labor set up : 

that the drilling permits granted were e^ressly and distinctly 
provisional in nature, that is to say, precarious, subject to the pro- 
visions of the Petroleum Law, so that they did not imply any rec- 
ognition of subsoil rights, and still less did they themselves confer 
such recognition, wherefore, if the company did not comply with 
the fundamental condition upon which the subsistence of those 
permits depended, that is to say, if it did not comply with the 
provisions of Articles 14 and 15 of the said Petroleum Law, re- 
nouncing voluntarily the rights which it may have held in the sub- 
soil, it cannot now claim that its rights were violated by the 
ordering of the cancellation of the permits; 

that as regards the application of certain articles of the said 
Petroleum Law, it should be pointed out that a law is being dealt 

^ See Foreign Relations, 1921, vol. rt, pp. 461 ff. ; ibid., 1922, vol. n, p. 680 ; and 
Estados TJnidos Mexicanos, Semanario Judicial de la Federacion (M&sico, 
Imprenta 4e Murgula, 1922), quinta 4poca, tomo x, p. 1308. 
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with, which in general terms considers that the bona fide rights, 
the confirmation of which was not applied for within the specified 
period, are renounced, but so long as it is not proved that such 
rights exist and that the Petroleum Law results in harm or injury 
to them, there is no ground for the amparo; 

that the jurisprudence invoked does not declare that the persons 
under’ consideration have rights which were legally acquired and 
must be respected, but establishes only that their rights be respected 
if and when they are proved ; 

and that, as a matter of fact, the ruling by the President of the 
Eepublic which ordered that such companies as had not applied for 
confirmation of the rights which they claimed to hold, should be 
brought to the attention of the Attorney General of the Nation in 
order that he might bring action to vindicate {revindicar) the sub- 
soil rights of the Nation, gives the Companies an opportunity to 
prove their rights and that the Petroleum Law undertakes to de- 
spoil them thereof; and it will be against such final judgment as 
may be rendered in that case that amparo may be brought for the 
violation of such constitutional guarantees as may be violated and 
particularly that contained in Article 14, but in the present amparo 
proceeding it is impossible to prove that acquired rights are legally 
involved, and therefore it is not possible to decide that those rights 
are being taken away. 

The Petroleum Agency in Tampico failed to submit its brief; and 
the hearing having been held at which the complainant company 
put in evidence various certified copies of the documents by virtue 
of which it claims to have acquired its rights, and testimony to show 
that it had performed petroleum exploration and exploitation opera- 
tions prior to May 1, 1917, the District Judge, in disagreement with 
the view of the District Attorney, granted the amparo^ on the ground 
that the Mexican Petroleum Company has been deprived of its rights 
to explore and exploit the subsoil of Chapacao, without any court 
proceedings having intervened as required by law, and in violation 
of Articles 14 and 16 of the Constitution, since nationalization of 
petroleum, according to Art. 27 of the Federal Constitution, should be 
carried into effect against private individuals through the Judicial 
Tribunals. 

Third. The Department of Industry, its Agency in Tampico, the 
District Attorney and the complainant company appealed. The 
first two alleged the same errors {ogramos)^ saying: 

that there is a contradiction between that part of the decision in 
which the court announces its judgment and that part which 
contains the reasoning on which the judgment is basecf, since (the 
Court) grants the amparo^ and at the same time declares that 
neither Art. 27 of the Constitution nor the provisions of the 
Petroleum Law violate any individual guarantees because it is 
not the authorities that apply said laws retroactively, but the 
legislator; 
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that the said decision is contrai^ to the letter and spirit of Art. 
27 already mentioned, and the Petroleum Law, inasmuch as the 
complainant can only be the owner of petroleum which it may 
cause to fiow or which may flow naturally (into its possession) , 
hut not of that which in a merely potential sense it may be able 
to obtain, for this latter has not as yet been acquired ; 

that the decision overlooks the relevancy of Art. 15 of the Pe- 
troleum Law, which in express terms provides that all rights, 
the confirmation of which may not have been applied for, shall 
be considered as renounced; 

that Point Six in the opinion is based upon an erroneous inter- 
pretation of Art. 27 of the Constitution, inasmuch as the cancel- 
lation of the permits does not imply the doing of any afiSrmative 
act on the part of the Departoient, but purely and simply a com- 
pliance with Art. 15 already mentioned; and 

that the Judge ignored the clause which specifically states that 
the permits are of a provisional nature and subject to the Pe- 
troleum Law. 

The District Attorney says : 

that there is a contradiction between the third and sixth points 
in the opinion; 

that the judgment is in conflict with others rendered by the same 
Court in similar cases; 

that the right to drill has not become part of the estate of the 
complainant company in such a way as to make its withdrawal 
dependent upon any legal proceedm^, for rights that impose 
obligations (perentorio^ and are conditional, granted as an act 
of favor (a titulo de gracia)^ for the utilization of natural re- 
sources, are of no effect whatever when there has been a failure 
to comply with the conditions set out in the title under which the 
favor was obtained; and 

that while a real and perpetual right over the subsoil is assumed 
as if such a right had been proved, that is something which has 
not been proved. 

The complainant company agreed with the judgment, and appealed 
only in order ihat the Supreme Court might confirm the granting of 
the amparo, taking the ground, — 

that it is prohibited from exploiting the oil deposits, in viola- 
tion of Art. 4: of the Constitution; 

that it is not true that Par. IV of Art. 27 of the Constitution is 
retroactive, either in letter or in spirit, because the Supreme 
Court has established juri^rudence (to the contrary) ; 

neither is it true, as the decision asserts, that the cancellation 
of the permits is not a penalty or a confiscation; 
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that the violation of Art. 2Y of the Constitution as it related 
to e^ropriation was not taken into account, since it is^ held that 
deprivation of rights could be made legally, by resorting to the 
jumcial authorities and following the procedure set out in Art. 
27 ; and 

that the proofs submitted to show the right of ownership, and 
the use oi that right, were disregarded. 

Fourth: The records came to this Supreme Court of Justice, and 
the appeal having been admitted, they were brought to the attention 
of the parties and the file was sent to the Attorney General for him 
to formulate his brief, which he did, to the effect that the judgment 
under review be reversed, and the amparo denied, taking the ground 
that as the permits granted were of a provisional nature and subject 
to the provisions of the Law Regulatory of Art. 27 of the Consti- 
tution in the branch of petroleum, those permits could be revoked if 
the Company failed to (submit to) the provisions of the law; and 
since it failed voluntarily to apply for confirmation of the rights it 
claims to hold, the revocation was in accordance with law, no judicial 
proceeding being necessary, because said formality is unnecessary in 
revoking administrative permits. 

The Opinion of the Court 

The opinion of the Court is as follows {oonsiderando ) : 

First: — ^The errors alleged by those designated as the responsible 
authorities, are so closely related to those set up by the District 
Attorney, that the study of the former includes the latter, so that 
there is no need of making special mention of either. Therefore, with 
the exception of the error relating to the existence of the rights which 
the complainant company claims to hold not having been proved, an 
error which was alleged by the District Attorney and will be dealt 
with in a later part of this opinion, the other errors, as has been said 
before, will all be analyzed together. 

Second: — ^It is objected that the part of the decision containing 
the judgment of the Court is inconsistent with some of its reasoning, 
because notwithstanding it is maintained in the Court’s reasoning 
that it was the legislator and not the responsible authorities who 
gave retroactive effects to the law, wherefore, in applying it (i. e. 
the law), there is no violation of guarantees in this respect, never- 
theless an ampara is granted. The error does not exist; for even 
admitting the correctness of this premise, it would not in itself 
be a sufficient cause for reversing the judgment, unless the reasoning 
directly governed the judgment part; and quite on the contrary, it 
appears from the decision that the reason for which the amparo 
was granted was not the retroactivity which the complainant com- 
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pany alleges to be a feature of the Petroleum Law, but the fact that 
the Judge took the point of view , — sl point of view which the Su- 
preme Court does not undertake to analyze, — ^that there had been 
deprivation of rights without due process of law as required by 
articles 14, 16 and 27 of the Constitution. 

It is asserted also that the decision recognizes that the existence 
of a potential right, namely, the right of the company to exploit 
the subsoil, is violated. It is not true that there are involved here 
rights merely in expectancy; for in addition to the fact that the 
District Judge has referred only to the rights to explore and exploit 
which had been granted to the complainant, the said rights exist by 
virtue of the operations which the said (complainant) has conducted 
under the respective permits, under the protection of former general 
provisions (of law), and not merely potentially; and because of that 
fact (i. e. the actual conduct of operations), there is, to say the least, 
no simple expectancy involved here, and all the more since the said 
Petroleum Law, the application of which is under consideration, 
recognizes in an express manner (both the) possible and real existence 
of those rights by enumerating them in article 14, and does not 
withhold recognition of said rights for an alleged failure to exercise 
the same or utilize them. The Department of Industry, when it 
maintains the contrary in its corresponding error, goes so far as 
to put itself in conflict with the very Petroleum Law with the enforce- 
ment of which it is charged. 

The contention made to the effect that the rights of the Company 
respecting which no confirmation was applied for, should be con- 
sidered as legally renounced, in accordance with the provisions of 
article 15 of the Petroleum Law, is not tenable. In fact, the law 
allows a period of one year in which to present the application for 
confirmation of rights, and that period could not have run as against 
the complainant company, because if that confirmation cannot be 
granted for more than fifty years, as provided in the final paragraph 
of fraction 2 of article 14 of the Law, and if this limitation implies 
a partial restriction or partial loss of the rights which its titles, 
granted prior to May 1, 1917, may confer (upon the Company), it 
is evident that said application could not have been made by the 
complainant without curtailment of something which belongs to its 
estate, so long as such application would imply submission to the 
aforesaid limitation. And if it is indisputable that the confirmation 
of a right is the express recognition of the same, the restricting of 
it in the manner provided in said article 14 is to modify, and not 
to confirm, said right. Consequently, if the complainant company 
was not able to apply for the confirmation of its pre-existing rights, 
except with the limitation of them as to time, it is beyond doubt 
that it was imperative that this restriction should first disappear and, 
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by the same token, tbe period of one year specified in this connection 
by article 15, could not have elapsed, there existing the impossibility 
mentioned; and as the Department of Industry and Commerce, 
contrary to the concepts expressed above, revoked the permits which 
it had granted to the complainant company, on the ground that the 
said period had expired, without taking into consideration the un- 
constitutionality of the limit of fifty years, a condition attaching 
to the confirmation, it is indisputable that the protested ruling vio- 
lates in this respect the guarantees afforded the complainant by 
articles 14, 16 and 27 of the Federal Constitution. 

Finally, it is said that the Judge failed to consider the clause 
contained in the revoked permits, relative to the provisional nature 
of the same, and (stipulating) that they shall be subject to the 
provisions of the Petroleum Law. In this connection it is to be 
observed that the decision does deal with this question, — ^the 
statement of the error being therefore incorrect; but even though 
this alone would be sufficient for dismissing it (i. e. the point raised 
in this assignment of error) , it is well to point out that the revoked 
permits, although they were of a provisional nature, were granted 
upon the fundamental consideration that the applicant company had 
rights which it could allege, and of the kind covered by Article 14 
of the Petrolemn Law, and as yet there has been no legal examina- 
tion of those rights that makes it possible to assert that they do not 
exist as set forth in said Article 14. Moreover, compliance with the 
Petroleum Law, however free, spontaneous and open we may assume 
it to be, can refer only to those provisions which are constitutional; 
for, otherwise, it would be necessary to accept the absurdity that per- 
sonal guarantees may be renoimced, something which it is settled law 
cannot be done, constituting as they do a basic precept of our Consti- 
tutional Law. 

Third: — ^The District Attorney asserts that the rights which the 
complainant company claims to hold were not proved, and that, as 
the decision of the District Judge goes upon the theory that they were, 
this constitutes an error. At the hearing the Mexican Petroleum 
Company exhibited various certified copies referring to the acquisi- 
tion of different lots of land for petroleum exploitation purposes, and 
furthermore, produced testimony proving the regular operations car- 
ried out in said land, which is sufficient ground for holding it (the 
Company) injured for the purposes of amforo, since it is not in this 
proceeding involving constitutional questions that alleged property 
rights should be discussed, and still less those of the complainant com- 
pany refused recognition out of hand, inasmuch as precisely such an. 
examination of rights must {delerd) be made when the application for 
confirmation is presented to the Department of Industi^ and Com- 
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merce. Consequently, if the Company has not had the opportunity of 
having the rights relied upon examined, the error assigned by the 
District Attorney is not to be admitted. 

Fourth : — ^The errors alleged by the responsible authorities and the 
District Attorney having been analyzed, it is necessary to enter upon 
a study of the violations claimed in the demand for amparo^ with the 
exception of that relating to the limitation as to time contained in 
Article 14, which has already been dealt with in earlier parts of this 
opinion. The complainant company maintains that the provision 
which imposes the obligation of applying for confirmation, constitutes 
in itself a violation (of its constitutional rights) , since such confirma- 
tion cannot be accorded except in the form of a new concession which 
the said Company believes it is not called upon to apply for, because 
it is in the enjoyment of the rights in question by virtue of its titles 
and the perfectly valid authorization issued before the Petroleum 
Law (went into effect) . Legally, this error cannot be upheld, because 
the Department of Industry, Commerce and Labor violates no guar- 
antee whatsoever in requiring that confirmation of the rights be 
applied for, since Article 14 of the Petroleum Law refers only 
to the recognition of acquired rights without any substantial altera- 
tion; so that, the requirement of confirmation is only a formality 
{modaUdad) imposed by the Legislator upon the use and exercise of 
the said rights for reasons of a public nature, and for the very pur- 
pose of safeguarding them. If such rights were confirmed by opera- 
tion of the law and no report [mmifestacioru) had to be made, it 
would be extremely difficult and impossible in many cases to deter- 
mine whether the specified rights continued to exist in their original 
form {estado) or had changed for any reason. 

There are procedures similar to this in our legislation, and off . 
hand we might mention the provisions of the Law relating to Waters 
of Federal Jurisdiction, requiring confirmation of rights for the use 
and utilization of said waters which until then had been under local . 
jurisdiction and by the new law came under federal jurisdiction; but 
providing that such confirmation should be made under the procedure 
established therein, which required the water user to apply to the 
Department of Fomento, in order to obtain confirmation of his rights, 
as a means employed by the Legislator to secure knowledge regard- 
ing the utilization of public waters, the existing number of water 
users, and their location and boundaries, and thus be in a position to 
exercise the supervision and (perform) the other duties which the 
laws impose upon the authorities, to do which they would not be 
qualified if uninformed of the facts before mentioned ; and similarly 
the Department of Industry, Commerce and Labor must have some 
means of getting before it the various holders of titles to petroleum 

323422 — 42 — vol. HI 20 
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lands and be able to know the condition and the extent of their rights, 
confinoing them without any cost in accordance with the provisions 
of Paragraph I of Article 14, by means of an act of recognition 
{inediiante im reconodimento)., which is nothing but the use of a 
formula for expressing {expresion fonrmlista) the confirmation of 
rights already acquired to which the very Petroleum Law refers. 
Consequently, the rights of the complainant company are not at 
all affected by a confirmation which does not modify them, but which 
recognizes them, provided that the requirements laid down by frac- 
tions 1 and 2 of Article 14 of the said Law, and the obligations set 
out in its (the Company’s) respective titles, are complied with. 

Fifth:— To go further, there is no doubt in anybody’s mind that 
petroleum and its derivatives constitute one of the resources most 
coveted and sought after by industry and commerce, and that the 
zones in which they are produced are of limited and small area. 
Within an area which is often small there are mingled and developed 
many and varied industries; surface and underground transporta- 
tion, industries of extracting and treating petroleum, and operations 
of exploration and exploitation. All these activities, instead of 
developing harmoniously, frequently come in contact, clash and enter 
into conflict, leading to interference and encroachments, which it is 
the unavoidable duty of the Public Power to prevent and regulate ; 
and it is not humanly or reasonably possible to regulate this activity 
without having an exact knowledge of it, without knowing and 
harmonizing the conflicting interests, and the plan and conditions of 
their development; and the initial and primary road to this under- 
standing is confirmatory registration which neither injures nor 
modifies substantially the rights, but tends merely to authenticate and 
make certain of them, thus enabling the Public Power to coordinate 
them in a wise and peaceable manner. The large concentration of 
human beings within the restricted area of centers of population has 
produced the common phenomenon observable in all large cities, of 
the land being utilized to the last millimeter for the erection of large 
buildings, formidable structures in which are sheltered hundreds and 
thousands of people, and notwithstanding the undeniable rights of 
the owner of the building to utilize his property and the rights of the 
tenants to enjoy the inviolability of their homes without being 
molested, the public authority establishes supervision within them, — 
police, sanitary and of other kinds, without that being considered by 
anybody as a transgression or a violation of the home or property; 
and in an analogous situation, the Legislator undoubtedly had a 
similar object in view regarding the petroleum zones, in which the 
crowding of persons, of activities, or interests openly or latently in 
conflict, makes it his duty to take opportune measures of social fore- 
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sight looking toward better living conditions, aside from the fact that 
the essential purpose of issuing confirmatory concessions is to give to 
the State (the power of) regulation and supervision {interoenaion) 
which Article 27 of the Constitution recognizes in it. 

JtjDSJlIENT OF TH3J COTJBT 

By reason of what has been stated, and upon the basis of Articles 
103, fraction 1, and 107, fraction 9, of the Federal Constitution and 
Article 86 and other pertinent ones of the Regulatory Law of 
Amparo, it is resolved : 

First: — ^The judgment pronounced by the District Judge in the 
amparo proceedings to which this record refers, is confirmed in the 
following terms : 

Second : — The Justice of the Union protects and defends the Mexi- 
can Petroleum Company of California against the acts of which it 
complains and which consist in the revocation of the permite granted 
by the Department of Industry, Commerce and Labor to drill wells: 
“Mendez No. 27”, “Chikol No. 63” and “Dicha No. 104”, in lands 
of the former Hacienda de Chapacao, Municipality of Panuco, State 
of Veracruz, basing such revocation on Articles 14 and 15 of the 
Petroleum Law, the organic law of Article 27 of the Federal Consti- 
tution, and imposing the penalty established by said Article 15. 

Third : — ^Let notice be given 

ADDBESS OP PRESIDENT COOLIDGE BEFORE UNITED PRESS ASSO- 
CIATION, APRIL 25, 1927, AND COMMENTS OF PRESIDENT CALLES 
THEREON 

Add/ress Delivered T>y Preeidenb CooUdge at the Di/rmer of the United 
Press Association aA New Yorh, April ^5, 19^7’^^ 

MEaiEERS AND GuESTS OF THE UNITED PkESS : 

The gathering and the distribution of news have long since ceased 
to be a local and individual occupation. They have become identified 
•with great organizations having their representatives in all parts of 
the country and their publications in every important center. This 
service could only be performed by a mutual exchange of the most 
inclusive nature. How rapid and complete has been the gro'wth of 
these organizations is exemplified by the United Press, which is now 
celebrating its twentieth anniversary. In that short space of time it 
has spread far and wide over North and South America and become 
an instrument of both national and international publicity. 

“Reprinted firom pamphlet printed hy the Government Printing Office at Wash- 
ington, 1927. 
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This growth and power of the press carries with it great obligations. 
It is axiomatic that a free press can exist only in a free country. One 
of the first efforts of aU kinds of absolutism is to control the press 
and the schools as the sources of information and education of the 
people. Where the press is free, as it is in our country under the 
guaranties of the National and State Constitutions, it has a reciprocal 
duty of its own to perform toward the administration of the Govern- 
ment, of giving true reports to the people of the actions of public 
officials. To do otherwise would be to establish a petty tyranny of its 
own. In America the general sources of information are so numerous 
and on the whole so correct that any publication which constantly 
inisrepresents very soon becomes marked as unreliable and loses ite 
influence both for good and for harm. 

It is natural that the press should represent the character of the 
government under which it lives and of the people which it serves. 
I have come to have a profound regard for the American press be- 
cause it represents America. In the accuracy of its reports, the in- 
telligence of its comments, and the freedom of its actions, I know of 
no otter country where it is surpassed. There ought to be a deeper 
realization of these conditions on the part of those who are respon- 
sible for the conduct of our press which should be reflected on their 
p^ in a more intense and genuine Americanism. If you lived under 
some jurisdictions your news would be garbled and xmfair, your 
editorial comments would be dwarfed and prejudiced, your conduct 
would be cramped and limited. Because America is what it is, you 
are what you are. Tour own independraat and exalted position fully 
demonstrates that this country is worthy at aU' times of your service 
and your support. Whenever any section of our press turns on 
America and on American institutions, and assumes a foreign atti- 
tude, every informed person knows that it has faUau from ihe high 
estate which is oiu common heritage, and becoming no longer worthy 
of regard is destined to defeat and failure. No American can profit 
by selling his own country for foreign favor. 

The policy that our Nation is trying to promote throughout the 
world is one of peace and good will based on a better understanding 
through justice and fair dealing. It is perfectly apparmt that there 
are three main elements on which we rely to advance this cause. 
First is the National Government as it comes into contact through 
its duly constituted officers with the governments and people of other 
countries. I doubt if the belief exists in any informed quarter that 
this is a belligerent Govenunent desirous of oppression or bent on 
conquest. Our whole history and tradition, the moderation of our 
Military Establishment and ^e general attitude of our people, would 
altogether disprove any such assumption. 
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Another very important consideration is that of trade and commer- 
cial relations. While a certain number of foreign people come to 
this coimtry to transact business without intending to make this their 
permanent home, their number is negligible and any difficulty aris- 
ing from their presence here is almost unknown. They have practi- 
cally every advantage and every protection that is afforded to our 
own citizens. Of their conduct on the whole we have had little to 
blame and much to praise. In the past foreign interests have had 
investments in this country running into several billions of dollars. 
Being made at a time when we had insufficient capital to develop our 
own resources, such investments were most helpful in building our 
railroads, opening our mines, and supporting our manufacturing. 
As we have come into the possession of surplus capital we have 
shown an increasing disposition to extend this same Isdnd of service 
to other countries. Our people have gone abroad with their invest- 
ments, their technical skill and commercial ability, to assist in open- 
ing up undeveloped countries. 

This is the natural play of the forces of civilization. It is the 
result of natural and commendable enterprise which carries with it 
the same kind of benefits and advantages to the other people which 
we ourselves formerly received from abroad. It is the method by 
which the more prosperous and improved portions of the earth help 
to bring these advantages to the less fortunately circumstanced. < This 
policy is distinctly one that is in harmony with the law of service. In 
principle it is the method by which stronger communities minister to 
weaker communities. But these operations must be carried on with 
justice and humanity. They must not be permitted to sink to the level 
of mere exploitation. They do not justify a seizure, which is virtually 
by force, of the natural resources of foreign coimtries or tbe failure 
to give fair compensation for their labor. A just attitude in these 
respects by Americans when they engage in enterprises abroad will 
do very much to determine whether our country is able to maintain 
the respect and friendship of foreign peoples. Unless this course is 
pursued, imless this attitude is maintained, all the support which our 
Government could give would fail to make these foreign enterprises 
successful. Unless they rest on justice and fair dealing they are bound 
to fail. 

A third factor exists which is in the long run more important than 
any other. A condition of understanding and good will among the 
people of the earth is very largely a state of the public mind. It is 
almost inconceivable that nations which have maintained friendly 
relations should all at once find themselves at war with each other. 
Armed conflict arises from a long series of misunderstandings and 
abases which suddenly flare up on some unexpected nrovocation. 
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Open hostility does not break out unannounced. It is a growth of 
long and assiduous cultivation. It can not be doubted that people 
as a whole desire peace. They can not long secure it if they are con- 
stantly harboring feelings of hostility. It is for these reasons that 
the public press, especially the daily newspapers and weekly peri- 
odicals, has such an enormous influence in creating a situation that 
brings the blessings of peace or is fraught with the perils of war. 

There are two attitudes that the press may take which distinctly 
endanger our friendly relations. If they do not bring us to the 
verge of conflict, they are injurious to our trade. One is the constant 
criticism and misrepresentation of foreign people. Human nature 
provides sufficient distrust of all that is alien, so that there is no 
need of any artificial supply. The world is in far more danger from 
nations not trusting each other enough than from their trusting each 
other too much. A press which is given over to a narrow and bigoted 
nationalism, accompanied by misrepresentations of other countries, 
not only misinforms and misleads the people at home but produces 
the reaction of a ranking bitterness abroad. An almost equally 
harmful attitude is the other extreme. It usually consists of mali- 
cious and misleading partisan attacks on the conduct of our own 
Government in its efforts to defend American rights when they are 
threatened or invaded in foreign countries. Our Government has 
usually been too remiss, rather than too active, in supporting the 
lawful rights of its citizens abroad. That has been so long our estab- 
lished policy that it is rather difficult to conceive it assuming a 
truculent and arrogant attitude. But when it is proceeding with 
moderation, attempting by peaceful negotiation to adjust differences, 
defending the rights of its citizens, and maintaining national dig- 
nity, great care is necessary to give the public the exact facts and 
avoid the appearance of seeming to support the position of foreign 
governments. When such an attitude becomes known in the offend- 
ing country, it is widely quoted there and, when all other arguments 
have been answered,- becomes their chief reliance for maintaining 
their position. It not only furnishes anummition for our adver- 
saries, but attacks our own forces in the rear. An American press 
which has all the privileges which it enjoys under our institu- 
tions, and which derives its support from the progress and well- 
being of our people, ought to be first of all thoroughly American. 

Progress and civilization have always depended upon effort and 
sacrifice. < We have' set up oUr institutions, established our idesils, 
and adopted our social standards. We believe that they are con- 
sistent with right and truth and justice. We live under a system 
that guarantees the sanctity of life and liberty through public order 
wid prqteets the rights of private property under the principle of 
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due process of law. We have thrown every possible safeguard 
around the individual in order to protect him from any invasion 
of his rights even by the Government itself. It is peculiarly an 
American doctrine, now usually accepted in principle if not adopted 
in practice by all civilized countries, that these are inalienable rights, 
that they ought to belong to all persons everywhere, and that it is 
the chief function of government to provide instrumentalities by 
which these rights can be secured and protected. We have adopted 
these ideals because we believe that they are of imiversal application 
and square with the eternal principles of right. But we may as well 
realize that th^ will not continue to prevail unless we are prepared 
constantly to put forth great efforts and make large sacrifices for 
their support. 

While we have not been willing to assume any general attitude of 
crusading toward other nations, and realizing that institutions can 
not be bestowed but must be adopted have left them for the most 
part secure in their right to work out their own destiny, yet we have 
always been willing to encourage and assist, in so far as we could in 
harmony with international law and custom, other people in securing 
for themselves the benefit of these principles and ideals. In that con- 
flict between freedom and despotism, which is as old as humanity, and 
which constantly recurs in one form or another, both among ourselves 
and among other people, it has always been the policy of this Gov- 
ernment to extend its sympathy and, in so far as it lawfully could, its 
support to the side of freedom. 

These are some of the standards which it has been the policy of 
our Government to support among its people at home and in its 
dealings with other nations. While it is well-established interna- 
tional law that we have no right to interfere in the purely domestic 
affairs of other nations in their dealings with their own citizens, it 
is equally well established that our Government has certain rights 
over and certain duties toward our own citizens and their property, 
wherever they may be located. The person and property of a citizen 
are a part of the general domain of the Nation, even when abroad. 
On the other hand, there is a distinct and binding obligation on 
the part of self-respecting governments to afford protection to the 
persons and property of their citizens, wherever they may be. This 
is both because it has an interest in them and b^ause it has an 
obligation toward them. It would seem to be perfectly obvious that 
if it is wrong to murder and pillage within the confines of the United 
States, it is equally wrong outside our borders. The fundamental 
laws of justice are universal in their application. These rights go 
with the citizen. Wherever he goes these duties of our Government 
must follow him. 
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It is all right to say that when our citizens enter a foreign country 
they should do so with the understanding that they are to abide by 
the laws of that country. They should, and they do, and our Gov- 
ernment would be the last to interfere in the just application of the 
law of his domicile to our citizens. But this is only a partial state- 
ment of the case. The admission of our citizens within their 
territory is a voluntary act of foreign governments. It is a tacit invi- 
tation. When we permit foreigners to come here, and when other 
countries admit our citizens, we know and they know that such aliens 
come and go not only under the rights and duties imposed by domestic 
law, but also under the rights and duties imposed by international 
law. There is nothing unfair, nothing imperialistic, in this principle. 
It has been universally adopted and recognized as right and just and 
is the only reasonable method by which enlightened humanity can 
safeguard friendly intercourse among the citizens of different nations. 
This policy has been adopted in furtherance of the hmnanitarian 
desire for a universal reign of law. 

These principles are involved in some of the difficulties that we 
have recently been trying to work out with foreign nations, especially 
with Mexico. We have had claims against that coimtry running over 
a long series of years, growing out of the death of many of om: 
citizens and the loss of their property, running into hundreds of 
millions of dollars. A very considerable portion of these cases has 
been due to revolutionary activities and other forms of public vio- 
lence. Public order has never been entirely complete in that country. 
But lately our difficulties have been increased by the enactment of 
laws by the Government itself, which we feel threaten the virtual 
confiscation of the property of our citizens, even where their hold- 
ings are under titles which have been established for scores of years. 

In 18S7 Mexico adopted a constitution.®® In its relation to the pro- 
tection of acquired property it provided ample security. Under 
its terms many of our people acquired holdings both through indi- 
vidual and corporate ownership. During the more than 30 years of 
President Diaz we were especially encouraged to make investments, 
to promote aU kinds of development of the natural resources, trans- 
portation, and industries. After he was driven from office by revo- 
lution much disorder existed, with Presidents following one another 
in rapid succession. 

In 1917 a new constitution was adopted ®® with provisions affecting 
agricultural, mi n ing, and oU lands, which we thought threatened the 
holdings of our nationals with confiscation. Their constitution is 
not self -enforcing, but requires the promulgation of laws to put it 

**See The MewUxm Constitution of 1917 compared with the Constitution of 
1857. 
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into effect. While this was in process of being brought about a gov- 
ernment was established which we did not recognize. In 1920 Gen- 
eral Obregon was chosen President and sought recognition. In nego- 
tiations for that purpose it was repeatedly pointed out that we feared 
that the new constitution, although one of its provisions expressly 
prohibited the enactment of retroactive laws, might be interpreted as 
retroactive in its effect upon the holdings of real estate which our people 
had secured prior to its adoption. We sought assurances from the 
Mexican Government that such was not the case. In order to prevent 
misunderstanding we sent two commissioners to Mexico City in 1923 
to confer upon this subject, and also on the question of our claims, 
with two Mexican commissioners. Charles Beecher Warren and John 
Barton Payne represented our Government. They had a series of 
conferences and kept written records of their proceedings, in which 
are set out the recommendation for the appointment of two claims 
commissions and the understanding that the constitution of 1917 was 
not to be given retroactive or confiscatory application. These records 
were duly signed and attested by the commissioners and were sub- 
mitted to the President of Mexico and the President of the United 
States for their mutual approval, which was given.^^ It was solely 
because of our understanding secured in this formal way that our 
property rights would be respected, that recognition of the govern- 
ment of President Obregon was granted on September 3, 1923.*® 
During the winter of 1924 revolutionary activities started in Mexico 
which it seems probable would have succeeded in displacing President 
Obregon had not our Government furnished him with arms and am- 
munition largely on credit and given him the advantage of our moral 
support.^® Our help maintained his position. Soon after President 
Calles came into power he and the Mexican Congress proposed laws 
and regulations which we deemed threatened confiscation of American 
property. To prevent the appearance of acquiescence we so notified 
Mexico prior to the passage of such laws.^*^ Nevertheless they were 
passed. We have made further protest against their being put into 
effect, as they are conttary to our understanding of the conference 
as a result of which we granted recognitioUc In the notes which have 
been received the government of President Calles refuses to be bound 
by what we thought was the understanding arrived at with President 
Obregon. We closed the correspondence by notifying the Mexican 
Government that we stood squarely on the understanding made with 
President Obregon and we expected it not to take any action that 

**See Proceedings of the United States-Merican Commission^ convened in 
Mexico City, May 14 , 192S. 

See Foreign Relations, 1923, vol. n, pp. 522 ft 

** See ibid., pp. 567 £f. 

” See ibid., 1925, vol. n, pp. 521 ff. 
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would deprive Americaii citizens of their property or their property 
rights.*® 

Agricultural lands have apparently been seized from time to time 
for which no compensation has yet been made. While there have 
been threats to seize oil property, no such seizures have lately been 
made, and suits are now pending in Mexican courts to restrain such 
seizures. Former decisions of their courts are relied on to support 
these suits. 

Stripped of all technicalities and involved legal discussion, this is 
the main difference which our Government has with the Mexican 
Government, We do not question their right to take any property, 
provided they pay fair compensation. With their efforts to secure a 
division of great estates, so that more of their people may be land- 
owners, we have every sympathy. We have even agreed that our 
Government would accept the bonds of the Mexican Government in 
payment for damages awarded by the commission for land taken for 
this purpose.^® Of course, we do not want any controversy with 
Mexico. We feel every sympathy with her people in their ^stress 
and have every desire to assist them. That they welcome conditions 
under which life and property are secure is shown by the hundreds 
of thousands of them who are coming to the United States, where, 
through their industry, they thrive and prosper. Under these condi- 
tions small land holdings would develop in Mexico as they have 
developed here. Those of her citizens who preferred to seek employ- 
ment in industry, like many of our own people, would have an 
abundant opportunity in their own country. Instead of desiring to 
pursue any aggression or to take part in any oppression, we are 
endeavoring through the most friendly offices to demonstrate to their 
Government that their attitude in relation to property will not only 
result in the economic disadvantage of their own people, by prevent- 
ing the investment of outside capital so necessary for their develop- 
ment, but will greatly impair their friendly relations with other 
interested nations. 

It is a cardinal principle of law that private property should not 
be taken without fair compensation. This principle is declared in 
our National Constitution and in those of all our States. I know of 
no written constitution that does not contain a similar provision. 
Under the constitution of 1917, and by-laws and regulations for 
carrying it into effect, we feel that Mexico is threatening to disre- 
gard this great elementary principle by undertaking a retroactive 
application of their constitution to property of our citizens acquired 
long before their constitution was adopted. 

** See Foreign Relations, 1926, vol. n, pp. 605 fC. 

See Proceedings of the United States^Mewican Commission convened in 
MeoHco City, May H, 192S, p. 44. 
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The Senate recently passed a resolution supporting the protection 
of American life and property and suggesting resort to arbitration.®® 
We have at present two commissions of arbitration with Mexico, 
and the principle of arbitration has always been strongly advocated 
by our Government. Everybody favors arbitration when the ques- 
tion at issue is arbitrable. Under the present circumstances I can 
see grave difficulties in formulating a question which the two Gov- 
ernments would agree to submit to such a tribunal. The principle 
that property is not to be confiscated and the duty of our Govern- 
ment to protect it are so well established that it is doubtful if they 
should be permitted to be questioned. Very likely Mexico would 
feel that the right to make a constitution and pass laws is a privilege 
of her sovereignty which she could not permit to be brought into 
question. It has therefore seemed that we are more likely to secure an 
adjustment through negotiation. I am glad to report that the Mexi- 
can Ambassador has recently declared to me that she does not intend 
to confiscate our property, that she has diown diligence in capturing 
and punishing those who have murdered our citizens, and expressed 
the wish, which we so thoroughly entertain, of keeping cordial and 
friendly relations. With a strong sentiment of this nature, which, 
I am convinced, animates the people of both countries, it will surely 
be possible to reach an amicable adjustment. Our two peoples ought 
so to conduct themselves that there will never be any interference 
wilii our ancient ties of friendship. 

Our relationship to Nicaragua I have set out in detail in a mes- 
sage to the Congress.®^ For a dozen years we kept a force of marines 
in that country at the earnest solicitation of its Government. During 
this time the people were peaceful, orderly, and prosperous, and their 
national debt was greatly reduced. Almost at once after I with- 
drew the marines revolution was started. Finally a President was 
designated by the Congress which appeared to us and to other Cen- 
tral American countries to have a constitutional title and we there- 
fore recognized him.*® As the disorders continued, on his representa- 
tion that he was unable to protect American lives and property, I 
sent a force of marines for that purpose.®' Their presence has un- 
doubtedly prevented the larger towns from being pillaged and 
confined the fighting for the most part to uninhabited areas. We 
have sold arms and ammunition, as we did in the case of Mexico,®^ to 
the Nicaraguan Government.*® The revolutionary forces appear to 

Pott, p. 225. 

” Message of Jan. 10, 1927, p. 288. 

•* See Foreign Relations, 1926, vol. n, pp. 780 ff. 

" See post, pp. 287 ff. 

** See Foreign Relations, 1924, voL n, pp, 428 ft. 

* See post, pp. 435 ft. 
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have received arms and ammunition from some source in Mexico. 
With a hope that we might be furnished with information which 
would better enable us to deal with the situation, I have sent Henry 
L. Stimson, former Secretary of War, to that country.*® Meantime, 
it is reported that the Government forces have been apparently 
successful in driving the revolutionists from the field. 

In addition to the private property of our citizens, which is em- 
ployed in lumber and agricultural operations, our Government has 
secured the right to construct a canal and establish a naval base, for 
which it paid $3,000,000.®’’ Contrary to the general impression, there 
are no oil properties in this country. Nevertheless, I have seen car- 
toons that pictured it as filled with oil derricks. Our country con- 
sumes vast quantities of oil and gasoline in its use of automobiles, gas 
engines, and oil-burning furnaces. If these products are to be kept 
within a reasonable price, which is very important to a great body of 
our citizens, our people who go abroad to develop new fields and to 
increase the supply ought to have the encouragement and support of 
our Government. We are not making war on Nicaragua any more 
than a policeman on the street is making war on passers-by. We are 
there to protect our citizens and their property from being destroyed 
by war and to lend every encouragement we can to the restoration of 
peace. While the destruction of life and property has been serious 
enough, had it not been for the presence of our forces it would 
undoubtedly have been much worse. 

Toward the governments of countries which we have recognized 
this side of the Panama Canal we feel a moral responsibility that 
does not attach to other nations. We wish them to feel that our 
recognition is of real value to them and that they can count on such 
support as we can lawfully give when they are beset with difficulties. 
We have undertaken to discourage revolutions within that area and 
to encourage settlement of political differences by the peaceful 
method of elections. This policy is bound to meet with some dis- 
couragements, but it is our hope and belief that ultimately it will 
prevail. This territory is rich in natural resources and under orderly 
governments is capable of a development that will give to its inhabi- 
tants all the advantages of modern civilization. It is a curious cir- 
cumstance that some of those who have been willing to have us take 
mandates over far-off countries in Asia, where we have no interest 
that does not attach to all humanity, are most critical when we are 
attempting to encourage the maintenance of order, the continuity of 
duly established government, and the protection of lives and prop- 

*• See Department’s telegram No. 65, Apr. 7, to the Minister in NicarMnia, 
p. 319. 

" See ForeU/n Relations, 1916, pp. 849 ff. 
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erty of our own citizens under a general reign of law in these coun- 
tries that are near at hand and where we have large and peculiar 
interests. 

Another important problem in our foreign intercourse relates to 
China. That country is undergoing a revolutionary convulsion. It 
is broken up into several separate parts, each claiming to represent 
a government, none of which we have recognized. Our main diffi- 
culty here is the protection of the life and property of our citizens. 
We have many missionaries there and some commercial establish- 
ments. We have nothing in the way of concessions. We have never 
occupied any territory. Our citizens are being concentrated in ports 
where we can protect them and remove them. It is solely for this 
purpose that our warships and marines are in that territory. 

While this process was going on the unfortunate incident arose 
at Nanking.*® One of our citizens was murdered, another was 
wounded, our Consulate was violated, and when the house in which 
our people had taken refuge was surrounded and they were actually 
imder fire it became necessary for one of our ships, and one of the 
British ships in the harbor, to lay down a barrage, to drive away the 
soldiers and the mob who were making tire attack and to enable our 
citizens to reach a place of safety on our ships in the river. We 
presented with the other powers who had suffered like attacks identic 
notes of protest, to which a reply has been made,*® which although 
conciliatory in tone and to a certain degree responsive, leaves the 
final disposition of the issue a matter for further consideration by 
our Government. 

Weeks ago we saw this situation developing and sent a suggestion 
to the contending factions that they exclude the foreign quarters of 
the city of Shanghai from the area of military operations. This they 
failed to do, making the dispatch of our forces necessary. In a 
public statement issued by our Secretary of State on the 2tth of 
January" we indicated that we were ready to negotiate a treaty 
giving China complete tariff autonomy and to negotiate the release 
of extraterritorial rights as soon as China is prepared to give pro- 
tection to American citizens and their property. The friendship of 
America for China has become proverbial. We feel for her the 
deepest sympathy in these times of her distress. We have no dispo- 
sition to do otherwise than to assist and encourage every legitimate 
aspiration for freedom, for unity, for the cultivation of a national 
spirit, and the realization of a republican form of government. In 

" See vol. n, pp. 146 fl. 

" VoL n, pp. 180 and 182. 

" See telegram No. 28, Jan. 26 to the CSharge in Ohina, vol. n, p. 360. 
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the turmoil and strife of the present time we realize fully that forces 
may be let loose temporarily beyond their power to control, which 
may do injury to American nationals. It is to guard against that 
eventuality that our forces are in Chinese waters and to do what 
China itself would do if peace prevailed. We do not wish to pursue 
any course of aggression against the Chinese people. We are there 
to prevent aggression against our people by any of their disorderly 
elements. Ultimately the turmoil will quiet down and some form of 
authority will emerge, which will no doubt be prepared to make 
adequate settlement for any wrongs we have suffered. We shall of 
course maiutain the dignity of our Government and insist upon 
proper respect being extended to our authority. But our actions 
will at all tunes be those of a friend solicitous for the well-being of 
the Chinese people. 

The recent period has brought America into a new position in the 
world. We shall have to bear the inevitable criticisms and try to 
discharge the inevitable obligations which arise from this condition. 
Because some others have pursued that course, it may be feared that 
we shall embark upon a program of military aggrandizement. Such, 
however, is not the spirit of the American people. If, even where 
our national interests and the protection of the rights of our citizens 
are involved, we attempt to assist in composing difficulties and sup- 
porting international law, we must expect to be charged with impe- 
rialistic motives. In our intematipnal intercourse, we must hold 
ourselves up to high standards of justice and equity. We should be 
slow to take offense and quick to grant redress. The world knows 
that the whole genius of America always calls it to the support of 
the universal rights of humanity. 

The civilization of the world has been accomplished by the accept- 
ance and general observance of definite rules of human conduct. 
Our duty demands that it be clearly understood at home and abroad 
that we are unwavering in our faith in those principles. Those who 
violate them can not hope for our approbation. Our attitude toward 
all nations is one of friendship and good wiU. Toward those who 
are yet struggling to improve the conditions of their people and 
achieve a larger liberty, it is especially one of forbearance. We 
support the demands of right and justice, but we are equally solicitous 
to observe the requirements of mercy and compassion. In the attempt 
of your Government to meet these great obligations by which alone 
an enlightened civilized society can be maintained, a united America 
must constantly respond with service and sacrifice. 
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711.12/1056 

The Ambassador m Mexico {Sheffield) to the Secretary of StcAe 

No. 4031 Mexico, April ^7, 1927. 

[Eeceived May 5.] 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith for the Department’s 
information, and with reference to my telegram No. 178 of today’s 
date,^^ clippings from the newspaper El Universal of today’s date, 
giving the written replies of President Calles to a questionnaire sub- 
mitted to him by representatives of that newspaper and of the news- 
paper Excelsior on the subject of the speech of the President of the 
United States at the dinner of the United Press Association in New 
York on April 25th last. 

I also enclose the English summary of President Calles’ statement 
from the English page of the newspaper Excelsior of today’s date,^^ 
together with a full translation of the questionnaire and the replies 
thereto, made from the Spanish text of the questionnaire and answers 
as handed to the press, a copy of which has been supplied me by an 
American correspondent. 

It win be observed that President Calles, as is natural, emphasizes 
the conciliatory tone of President Coolidge’s remarks, and also inter- 
prets in a sense favorable to Mexican contentions the principal state- 
ments made by President Coolidge. 

It need only be added that whatever formal expression of satisfac- 
tion with or approval of the statements of policy made by the Presi- 
dent of the United States is advanced by President CaUes, the latter’s 
expressions have but little relation to the practical attitude of the 
Mexican authorities towards American interests in this country. 
These continue, as for a long time past, to be subjected to arbitrary 
and illegal action on the part of the Mexican Government, with no 
practical redress on the part of the American citizens and interests 
affected. 

I have [etc.] James E. Sheefielp 


CEnclosvire — ^Translation "] 

Questionnaire Submitted by Meancan Press Representatives to Presi- 
dent Cables^ April 26^ 1927 y <md His OommentSy With Regard to 
the Address Delvuered by President Coolidgey April 25y mt New 
York at the Dinner of the United Press Association ^ 

Question: What is your general impression regarding what Presi- 
dent Coolidge said on the subject of Mexico at the banquet of the 
United Press Association? 

"^Not printed. 

“File translation revised. 

•As printed in Bl TJnwersaXy Mdslco, D. F., April 27, 1027. 
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Answer: Satisfactory. The attitude of President Coolidge re- 
flected in his words at that banquet, as made known to me through 
the newspaper report of this morning, seems to me to be serene and 
cordial, and I consider its tone conciliatory. I believe, as President 
Coolidge does, that if there exists, as there does, a lively desire to 
maintain cordial relations, it will not only be possible, but surely easy, 
to reach a friendly agreement and, using the same words as were 
attributed to him by the press, I think that “our two peoples ought 
so to conduct themselves that there will never be any interference with 
our [ancient] ties of friendship.” 

Question: President Coolidge spoke of the origins of the difficul- 
ties with Mexico, and especially “of the confiscations.” Will you say 
something in this respect ? 

Answer: From the version of President Coolidge’s speech which 
I know, he spoke of the claim running over a long series of years for 
damages to life and property of American citizens, matters which, 
due principally to revolutionary acts, have been and will continue 
to be settled by the General and Special Claims Commissions ^ now 
functioning and which had their origin in the “Bucareli conversa- 
tions ” held during the Government of General Obregon. 

In accordance with the same newspaper version of the speech re- 
ferred to, President Coolidge gives as the origin of the intensification 
of the difficulties between Mexico and the United States the promul- 
gation by the Mexican Government of laws which that administra- 
tion considered practically threatened with confiscation the property 
of American citizens. 

Fortunately for the good understanding and exact comprehension 
of our purposes and of the meaning of those laws, in the same speech 
President Coolidge shows himself informed and, we hope, convinced 
that Mexico never intended and does not intend to confiscate that 
property. 

As I have taken care to express clearly at every opportunity, the 
revolutionary policy and its expression in laws has not had a con- 
fiscatory spirit or purpose. 

There may have been, and there may continue to be, differences or 
interpretations of a philosophical or technical nature following a 
study of these laws, not so much with regard to the results of a 
practical order produced by the laws as in the theoretical conception 
which gave rise to them. That is to say : In accordance with standards 
established in different conceptions of the history of law, or of the 
present law, or because of an effort to reduce the legal standards to 
rigid and abstract principles, the new standards which Mexico through 

^ See Foreign Relations, 1923, vol. n, pp. 555 and 560. 

^ See Hid., 1923, vol. n, pp. 522 ff. ; also Proceedings of the United States-Mewi- 
can Commission Oorwened in Mexico City, May I 4 , 1923. 
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its constitutional organs has sought to apply as a basis for legal rights 
in matters of petroleum property, for example, may have been sus- 
picious, although the application of those laws in fact has not resulted, 
nor do we intend that it should result, in a material injury of the 
principles invoked. 

We think exactly like President Coolidge, using his own words as 
transmitted by cable, that “stripped of the \c(lT\ technicalities and in- 
volved legal discussion, this (the supposed threat of confiscation) is the 
main difference which our Government has” with that of the United 
States, and on this main difference I think I have been absolutely clear. 

As regards expropriations effected on agricultural lands, the Mexi- 
can Government has never refused compensation, naturally to the extent 
of the means which the economic situation of the Government per- 
mitted, and it is very satisfactory to me to take note that President 
Coolidge recalled that the American Government agreed to accept the 
bonds issued by the Mexican Government for the payment of the dam- 
ages which might be recognized by the respective commission in the 
cases where lands may have been expropriated in order to distribute 
them. 

Question: President Coolidge does not seem very much disposed 
toward a special arbitration of the existing difficulties. What do you 
think of this? 

Answer: We now have two commissions of arbitration with the 
United States, and it is clear that in general the Mexican Government 
has always been and always will be an advocate of these means, though 
this does not signify our special desire that any particular difficulty be 
solved by this procedure, it being perfectly satisfactory to us that the 
arrangement take place through negotiations, which would have the 
immediate advantage that, as the drawing-up of a constitution and the 
promulgation of laws is a special privilege of sovereignty, that sov- 
ereignty would not suffer moral injury by subjecting to arbitration 
difficulties which originate in our constitution or our laws. 

Question : With regard to the governments of countries which have 
been recognized by the White House north of the Panama Canal, 
President Coolidge stated that the United States feel a moral responsi- 
bility and that he wishes that those countries (Mexico among them) 
would be persuaded ‘^hat they can count upon the lawful and all pos- 
sible support on the part of the United States” when they are beset 
with difficulties, adding : ‘We have proposed to hinder revolutions in 
those countries”.'*’' What do you think of this! 

Answer : I think that the attitude of President Coolidge in express- 
ing the purpose of not fomenting revolutions is in accord with strict 

^ The President’s exact words were “that they can count on such support as we 
can iawfuUy give them when they are, beset with difficulties.” 

His exact words were “TVe have undertaken to discourage revolutions within 
that area.” 

323422 — 42— vol. Ill ^21 
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moral rectitude. It would, indeed, be perfect immorality, and tbe 
manifestation of an absolute lack of governmental honesty, to incite 
revolutions or to stimulate them against recognized governments. 

Qweshon: President Coolidge really condemned large Mexican 
land holdings in his speech and says that he looks witli sjunpathy 
upon the efforts of Mexico to secure the division of the large estates 
in order that a greater number of inhabitants may become land 
owners. Do you think Mexico can take advantage of the suggestions 
for the settlement of this problem made by President Coolidge ? 

Answer: It is a true satisfaction for the Mexican revolution and 
a source of sincere appreciation by this Government to see the 
manifestation of sympathy of President Coolidge with our efforts 
to secure a division of the great estates for the benefit of the masses 
of people of Mexico. Naturally, we reserve the right to judge of 
the practical methods for the execution or realization of this desire 
to increase the number of small land owners in Mexico, methods 
which the revolution has not worked out at Cabinet meetings, but 
which are imposed upon us by the very special realities of our 
national life, so different from the conditions of the rural population 
in the United States, but the application of which, we repeat again, 
must be carried out with due respect to principles of international 
order, and with respect to the interests of our own people or of for- 
eigners, solely to seek the collective welfare, and without denying 
the compensation established by our laws, a compensation offered in 
the best form permitted by the economic situation of the country. 

Question: What do you think, finally, Mr. President, of what 
President Coolidge states regarding the rights of Americans and 
the efforts of their Government to defend them when they are 
menaced or in danger in foreign countries ? 

Answer : The thesis of President Coolidge seems to me to be above 
reproach. 

As a matter of fact, when citizens of one country go to a foreign 
country they must do so upon the understanding that they will 
submit to the laws of that country, though such submission does not 
imply that they have lost all the Wefits established by international 
law. 

That is to say, we think, indeed, that besides the concrete prin- 
ciples established by the laws of a country, there can be and there 
are rights derived from principles definitely and expressly conse- 
crated by international law and that, from this point of view, the 
protection of the government of a country, whether strong or weak, 
for its citizens situated in another coimtry, is just. 

But I want to make some explanations with regard to fihA pa prin- 
ciples. It is true, and has a clear explanation in human nature, that 
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citizens or subjects of a strong country when they enter and obtain 
property in a weak country, resort to their governments because of 
real or supposed violations of rights before exhausting the remedies 
indicated by the laws of the country in which they live, and this 
unquestionably produces, when undue attention is paid to such de- 
mands by the foreign offices of strong countries with too much 
generosity or without sufficient study of each concrete case, it pro- 
duces, 1 say, painful situations for the weak country as well as 
undue and intolerable disdain on the part of the nationals of strong 
countries which find the protection of the foreign office of their 
country more convenient and opportune than the legal remedies of 
the country in which they live, thereby contributing sooner or later 
to creating painful situations between peoples who might have a 
perfect community of feeling and purpose* 

But these difficulties are not really anything but details without im- 
portance in the friendly life of peoples when in the governments, weak 
or strong, there is a consciousness of responsibility on the part of the 
rulers and the firm purpose of not injuring just rights of anyone* 
And, now, referring to the concrete case of Mexico and of the United 
States, as this consciousness of responsibility and this purpose of gov- 
ernmental honesty exist among us, and as the spiritual and commercial 
approach of our peoples is becoming ever more frank, and since at the 
bottom of all the difficulties there is only lack of comprehension or 
differences of view in the appreciation of matters of a legal, theoretical 
or technical character, which do not really affect the facts and will not 
affect legitimate interests; and since they have not injured the feelings 
of the countries nor, fortimately, in recent times, brought any injury 
to our dignity, I am sure that the road is open for an easier and better 
understanding which may definitely assure the satisfactory settlement 
of all our difficulties. 

ATTITUDE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TOWARD PROPOSALS 
TO ARBITRATE DIFFERENCES ARISING FROM THE MEXICAN LAND 
AND PETROLEUM LAWS 

Senate Resol'wtion M7 As Subrryitted hy Senator Joseph T. Robimon^ 

Jcmuary IS^ 19^7^^ 

Resolved by the S&naie of the United States^ That while, by virtue 
of sovereignty, the duty devolves upon this Government to protect 
the lives and property of its nationals in foreign countries, which duty 
is not to be neglected or disregarded, it is nevertheless soimd policy, 
consistent with the honor and best interest of the United States and 
promotive of international peace and good will to submit to arbitra- 

" Reprinted from Congressional Record, voL 68, pt. 2, p. 1843. 



226 


FOEEIGN RELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME III 


tion, or to some impartial tribunal empowered to apply the principles 
of international law, the diplomatic controversies with Mexico relating 
to the alleged retroactive and confiscatory provisions of the petroleum 
and alien-land ownership statutes asserted by Mexico to have been 
enacted imder the 1917 constitution of the Mexican Kepublic. 

That in good will and friendliness efforts should be made and per- 
sisted in to effect arrangements whereby all controversies which have 
arisen or which may hereafter arise with Mexico relating to the prop- 
erty or property rights of nationals of the United States in Mexico 
which may not be adjusted by diplomatic negotiations, shall be arbi- 
trated or litigated under conditions which will commit the two Gov- 
ernments to the policy of abiding and executing any awards that may 
be made or judgments that may be rendered in consequence of such 
arrangements to arbitrate or litigate. 


Press Release Issued hy the Department of State, Jamuiry 18, 1927 

The Secretary of State today said : 

“I have seen the resolution of Senator Robinson. I see nothing 
inappropriate or untimely in an expression of opinion on this subject 
by the TJnited States S^ate and I welcome it. The general principle 
of arbitration has constituted one of the leading policies of this Gov- 
ernment from the beginning. Our record on that subject speaks for 
itself. The principle has been recognized in treaties with Mexico. 
For some time I have been giving very careful consideration to the 
question of the definite application of the principle of arbitration to 
the existing controversy with Mexico.” 


723.2516/2910 

Memorandim hy the Secretary of State of a Oonnersatioru With the 
Chilean Ambassador {Cruchaga), January 18, 1927 

[Extract] 

Proceeding to another matter the Ambassador stated that he had 
just returned from Mexico City where he had gone in his capacity 
as Presiding Judge of one of the Mixed Claims Commissions in 
which Mexico is interested. While there he stated that he had had 
a conversation with President Calles and with Senor Saenz, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. In substance these gentlemen had 
authorized and requested the Ambassador to say to the Secretary 
of State that if this Government should propose arbitration of the 
existing differences under the Petroleum Law, such proposal would 
be favorably considered by the Mexican Government. 
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7.1.12/881 : Telegram 

The Amhassador in Mexico {She-ffield) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Mexico, January 19^ 1927 — 7 p. m. 

[Received January 20 — 1 : 40 a. m.] 

25. This morning a United Press correspondent informed me that 
he had asked the Foreign Office whether it had any comments to 
make on your reported statement regarding arbitration. He was 
told that the Government of Mexico would be glad to submit pend- 
ing questions to arbitration. This statement was authorized by 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs personally. I have learned from 
another source that the Foreign Office exhibited much satisfaction 
when it heard of your suggestion. 

Today the Chief of the Diplomatic Bureau stated informally 
to this Embassy that the question of whether the provisions of 
article 27 of the Constitution were retroactive and confiscatory 
would not be submitted to arbitration by the Government of Mexico ; 
that the Government of Mexico would not admit the right of any 
foreign authority to pass upon the legality or validity of the internal 
laws of Mexico; but that the Government of Mexico would be glad 
to submit to arbitration concrete cases involving American rights. 

It is felt among well-informed American circles here that your 
reported acceptance of arbitration will have a tendency to relieve 
the Government of Mexico of the embarrassment which has existed 
since your firm Nicaraguan policy was made clear, and will encourage 
the President of Mexico in his antiforeign policy. 

Sheebieu) 


73 1.12/897 

Mmrwrandmn ty the Secretary of State of a Conversation With the 
Chilean Ambassador (Gruchaga)^ January 21^ 1927 

[Extract] 

He then told me that he had heard from Mexico that my suggestion 
about arbitration was very satisfactory and said that he thought 
that the Mexican Ambassador and I could agree on an arbitration in 
a very short time. I told him that according to my information 
the Mexican Government was continuing its confiscatory acts; that 
they were daily cancelling permits to drill for oil on properties 
owned by American citizens and that^ of course, we could not permit 
any Such confiscatory proceedings to go on. He said that he might 
suggest to the Mexican Government that they stop their confiscatory 
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proceedings pending negotiation. I told him I did not care to have 
him make any suggestions ; that the Mexican Government was going 
ahead with full knowledge of our position; that they understood 
it fully from my notes to that Government; that their attitude did 
not seem to be conciliatory at all. I declined to permit him to make 
any suggestions to the Mexican Government on the subject. 


Seriate Besohition S27 As Amended and Agreed to 
JanAiaary 25^ 1927^^ 

Resolved^ That while by virtue of sovereignty the duty devolves 
upon this Government to protect the lives and property of its na- 
tionals in foreign countries, which duty is not to be neglected or 
disregarded, it is nevertheless sound policy, consistent with the honor 
and best interests of the United States and promotive of international 
peace and good will, to submit to an arbitral tribunal, which shall 
apply the principles of international law, the controversies with 
Mexico relating to the alleged confiscation or impairment of the 
property of American citizens and corporations in Mexico ; the arbi- 
tration agreement to provide for protection of all American prop- 
erty rights pending the final outcome of the arbitration. 

That in good will and friendliness efforts should be made and 
persisted in to effect arrangements which will commit the two 
Governments to the policy of abiding by and executing awards that 
may be made in consequence of such arrangements to arbitrate. 

CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO EXTEND- 
ING DURATION OF THE GENERAL CLAIMS COMMISSION PROVIDED 

FOR IN CONVENTION OF SEPTEMBER 8, 1923, SIGNED AUGUST 16, 

1927 

Treaty Series No. 758 

Ccymention Between the United States of America and Mexico^ Signed 
at 'Washington^ August 16^ 1927 

Whereas a convention was signed on September 8, 1923,®^ between 
the United States of America and the United Mexican States for the 
settlement and amicable adjustment of certain claims therein defined; 
and 

Whereas under Article VI of said convention the Commission con- 
stituted pursuant thereto is bound to hear, examine and decide within 

Reprinted from Congressional Record, vol, 68, pt 2, p. 2233. 

^ In English and Spanish ; Spanish text not printed ; ratified by the President, 
Oct. 8, 1927, in pursuance of Senate Resolution of Feb. 17, 1927 ; ratified by Mexico, 
Sept. 30, 1927 ,* ratifications exchanged at Washington, Oct 12, 1927 ; proclaimed by 
the President, Oct 13, 1927. 

Foreign Relations, 1923, voL n; p. 555. 
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three years from the date of its first meeting all the claims filed with 
it, except as provided in Article Vn ; and 

W here as it now appears that the said Commission cannot hear, ex- 
amine and decide such claims within the time limit thus fixed ; 

The President of the United States of America and the President 
of the United Mexican States are desirous that the time originally fixed 
for the duration of the said Commission should be extended, and to this 
end have named as their respective plenipotentiaries, that is to say : 

The President of the United States of America, Honorable Frank B. 
Kellogg, Secretary of State of the United States ; and 

The President of the United Mexican States, His Excellency Senor 
Don Manuel C, Tellez, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United Mexican States at Washington ; 

"V^o, after having communicated to each other their respective full 
powers found in good and due form, have agreed upon the following 
articles : 

Akticlb I 

The High Contracting Parties agree that the term assigned by Arti- 
cle VI of the Convention of September 8, 1923, for the hearing, exam- 
ination and decision of claims for loss or damage accruing prior to 
September 8, 1923, shall be and the same hereby is extended for a time 
not exceeding two years from August 30, 1927, the day when, pursuant 
to the provisions of the said Article VI, the functions of the said Com- 
mission would terminate in respect of such claims; and that during 
such extended term the Commission shall also be bound to hear, examine 
and decide all claims for loss or damage accruing between September 
8, 1923, and August 30, 1927, inclusive, and filed with the Commission 
not later than August 30, 1927. 

It is agreed that nothing contained in this Article shall in any wise 
alter or extend the time originally fixed in the said Convention of Sep- 
tember 8, 1923, for the presentation of claims to the Commission, or 
confer upon the Commission any jurisdiction over any claim for loss 
or damage accruing subsequent to August 30, 1927. 

Articlb H # 

The present Convention shall be ratified and the ratifications shall be 
exchanged at Washington as soon as possible. 

In witness whereof the above-mentioned Plenipotentiaries have 
signed the same and affixed their respective seals. 

Done in duplicate at the City of Washington, in the English and 
Spanish languages, this sixteenth day of August in the year one thou- 
sand nine hundred and twenty-seven. 

Frank B. Ejellogg [sbaIj] 
Manuel C. Tellez [seal] 
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[Under date of August 16, 1927, a draft protocol providing for 
continuance of the work of the Joint Secretaries and of the respective 
agencies of the two Governments, pending the ratification of the con- 
vention signed August 16, 1927, was submitted to the Mexican Ambas- 
sador; the Mexican Government declined to sign the protocol. (File 
No. 411.12/926C.)] 

TEEMINATION OF THE CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 

AND MEXICO TO PREVENT SMUGGLING, SIGNED DECEMBER 23, 

1925®' 

711.129/203a : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Mexico (Sheffield^ 

Washington, March — Jp p. m. 

69. [Paraphrase.] At the earliest possible moment please deliver 
to the Minister for Foreign Affairs a note in the following terms : [End 
paraphrase.] 

“Under instructions from mjr Government I have the honor to give 
to the Government of the United Mexican States on behalf of the 
United States of America the official notification contemplated by 
Artide XV of the Convention to prevent smuggling into the respective 
territories of the two countries of articles the importation of which is 
prohibited by law and for other purposes, signed at Washington 
December 23, 1925, whereby the operation of the said Convention 
will terminate in accordance with its terms on March 28, 1927.” 

[Paraphrase.] It is the intention of the Department to give the 
following statement to the press immediately upon receipt of advice 
by telegraph from you of the day and hour when the note was delivered. 
[End paraphrase.] 

“The Convention between the United States and Mexico to prevent 
smuggling and for certain other objects was signed December 23, 1925, 
ratified March 11, 1926, and proclaimed March 18, 1926. It went into 
effect so far as the United States was concerned upon March 28, 1926. 
By its terms the Convention was to remain in force for one year, upon 
the expiration of which period, if no notice of a desire to terminate 
it had been given by efther party, it was to continue in force until thirty 
days after either party should give notice of termination. 

Upon due consideration the Government has concluded to terminate 
the treaty at the eviration of the year, and has accordingly given 
the appropriate notice to the Government of Meidco. 

It may be pointed out in this connection that the United States has 
no commercial treaty with Mexico, and that in the circumstances it is 
not deemed advisable to continue in effect an arrangement which 
might in certain contingencies bind the United States to cooperation 
for the enforcement of Taws or decrees relating to the importation of 

** For te^ft of convention, see Foreign RelationSf 1925, vol. n, p. 61Q. 
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commodities of all sorts into another country with which this Govern- 
ment has no arrangement, by treaty or otherwise, safeguarding 
American commerce against possible discrimination.” 

Please advise promptly. 

Kellogg 


Tll.129/210 

The Ambassador in Mexico (^She'jfield) to the Secretary of State 

No. 3853 Mexico, March im. 

[Eeceived March 31.] 

Sm: Eeferring to my telegram Ko. 117 of March 21, 1927, 
seven P. M.,“® relating to the denunciation by the United States Gov- 
ernment of the Smuggling Treaty with Mexico, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith a copy of the note which I delivered to the Mexi- 
can Foreign Office on that date'® in compliance with the Depart- 
ment’s telegraphic instructions, as well as a copy of note Ko. 5268 
from the Secretary of Foreign Eelations, dated March 22, 1927, in 
reply thereto, together with a translation. A translation of the 
latter note was also sent to the Department in my telegram No. 120 
of March 23, 1927, 12 noon." 

I have [etc.] James E. Shefueld 


[Enclosure — ^CPranslation esa] 

The Mexican Minister for Foreign Afairs {Sdem) to the American 
Ambassador {Sheffleld) 

No. 5268 Mexico, March WSft, 

Mr. Ambassador : I refer to Your Excellency’s courteous note No. 
1850 of the 21st of this month, in which, by instructions from your 
Government and in the name of the United States of America, 
you give the official notification to the Government of the United 
Mexican States referred to in article 15 of the convention to prevent 
smuggling into the respective territories of the two countries of 
articles the importation of which is prohibited by law, and for other 
objects, signed at Washington December 23, 1925, terminating in 
consequence the operation of the said Convention in accordance with 
its terms on March 28, 1927. 

In reply I state to Your Excellency that in accordance with the 
provisions of the said article 15, the Mexican Government takes note 
of the above-mentioned notification and considers terminated the 
operation of the said convention as of March 28, 1927. 

I renew [etc.] Aaron Saenz 


“ Not printed. 

^ File translation revised. 
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RENEWED NEGOTIATIONS FOR A SETTLEMENT OF THE DISPUTE 
OVER THE RIO GRANDE BOUNDARY “ 

711.12161A/117 

TJie Secretmry of 8tate to the ATribassador m Mexico {Sheffield) 

No. 1263 Washington, March SO^ 19^. 

Sir: The Department refers to your Embassy’s despatch No. 3073 
of October 28, 1926,®® with which you enclosed copy and translation 
of a note dated October 27, 1926, from the Mexican Foreign Office in 
relation to the matter of concluding a convention for dealing with 
the rectification of the channel of the Rio Grande, as far as Fort 
Quitman, Texas. 

The Department understands from the Mexican note in question 
that the Government of Mexico accepts in principle the idea of con- 
cluding a convention for the purpose indicated, which shall also deal 
with the question of the status of the lands segregated from the one 
country or the other by the contemplated works. 

It also appears from the note that the Mexican Government is of 
the opinion that the International Boundary Commission is the ap- 
propriate body to formulate the convention in question. 

In reply to the note mentioned, you will inform the Foreign Office 
that your Government accepts the view of the Mexican Government 
that the International Boundary Commission may appropriately 
draft the convention in question and is prepared to instruct the 
American Commissioner to proceed with the work, upon being ad- 
vised that the Mexican Government will send similar instructions 
to the Mexican Commissioner. You will conclude by expressing the 
hope that the action indicated may be taken at an early date. 

I am [etc.] Fbank B. Kellogg 

711.12161A/125 

The ArrCbassadoT m Mexico {Sheffield) to the Secretary of State 

No. 4029 Mexico, April 19^. 

[Received May 6.] 

Sir : I have the honor to refer to the Department’s instruction No. 
1263 of March 30, 1927, in relation to the matter of concluding a Con- 
vention with Mexico dealing with the rectification of the channel 
of the Rio Grande as far as Fort Quitman, Texas, and to inform the 
Department that I am now in receipt of a note from the Foreign 
Office, dated April 25, in reply to my note of April 6, 1927, a copy of 
which was transmitted with my despatch No. 3914.®® A translation 
of this note follows : 

Continued from Foreign Relations, 1926, vol. n, pp. 706-715. 
p. 713. 

Despatch not printed. 
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“From the contents of Your Excellency’s courteous note No. 1882 
of the 5th instant, I have been pleased to learn that the Government 
of the United States of America accepts the idea of Mexico that the 
Convention fixing the bases upon which the proposed rectification of 
the Eio Grande between El Paso and Fort Quitman shall be effected, 
shall be studied and submitted by the International Boundary Com- 
mission. 

“I also note that the Government of the United States is disposed 
to instruct its Commissioner to proceed with this work and I take 
pleasure in advising Your Excellency that instructions are being 
issued to the Mexican Commissioner m this same sense.” 

A copy and translation of this note are transmitted herewith. 

I have [etc.] James K. Shepeieljj 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE EMBARGO ON THE SHIPMENT OP ARMS 
AND MUNITIONS TO MEXICO" 


812.113/10087 : Xelegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge m Mexico {Schoenfeld) 

Washington, July SO, 1926—2 y. m. 

248. Followmg for your information. 

Department removed non-military aircraft destined to points in 
Mexico from embargo on July 21 and requested Treasury Depart- 
ment to instruct the various collectors of customs accoraingi^y and 
to advise them tliat this ruling does not apply to aircraft intended 
for hostile purposes or aircraft of a distinctly military type. 

Kellogg 


812.24/477 

The Mexican Charge {Castro-Leal) to the Secretary of State 

[Translation “] 

Washington, Octo'ber 15, 1926. 

Mh Secbetaet: I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that 
the Government of Mexico is negotiating with the Douglas Company 
of Los Angeles, California, for the purchase of eight airplanes of 
the type used by the American Army. My Government wishes to 
have those airplanes completely equipped with the accessories ap- 
plied for and to that end I respectfully request Your Excellency to 
use your valuable influence with the appropriate authorities in order 
that the necessary permit be granted for installing the said machines 

"See proclamation by President Coolldge, Jab- Ti 1924, Foreign Relatiq>ns, 
1924, vol. jr, P- 428. 

“File translation reviseO^ 
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with equipment for bombardment, photograjphy, electrical installa- 
tion, etc. 

I tba.nk Your Excellency in advance for the attention and support 
you may be pleased to give to this request and take pleasure [etc.] 

Antonio Castro-Lbal 


812.24/m 

The Secretary of State to President Coolidge 

[Washington,] December 16, 19M. 

Dear Idh. President : I am inclined to send the note hereto attached 
to the Mexican Ambassador in reply to his note. 

Heretofore the Mexican Government has applied to us from time to 
time for the shipment of arms and we have permitted such shipments. 
At the present time, the Government is asking for. a certain amount 
of munitions and eight airplanes. We are orally informed that these 
airplanes are to be used for bombing the Yaqui Indians who are in 
rebellion in the Yaqui country. 

There are three considerations which move me to the conclusion not 
to grant this: 

(1) It is, of course, known to the Yaqui that the Mexican Govern- 
ment is trying to get airplanes and, if they are shipped, everybody in 
that region will know where they come from. I am not at all sure 
that the Yaqui will not retaliate on American citizens in that region 
and I doubt very much the ability of the Mexican Government to pro- 
tect American lives and interests ; 

(2) Mexico is now shipping a large amount of arms to Nicaragua 
for the use of the rebels and stirring up opposition to the present Gov- 
ernment. I cannot believe that it is the policy for us to ship arms to 
Mexico when Mexico can spare arms to go to Nicaragua. . . . 

(8) Mexico is not now protecting American property. As I have 
informed you, there has lately been a raid on a ranch just across the 
Rio Grande and we have been unable to get any assurance for protec- 
tion. Furthermore, I think at this time it is a very good thing for 
Mexico to understand that we are reconsidering the whole subject of 
the arms embargo and, as I do not wish to enter into any discussion 
with the Mexican Ambassador on the subject, I am inclined to put the 
sentence which you will observe at the end of the note. 


Sincerely yours. 


Frank B. Kellogg 


’ A notation on tlie file copy reads “Approved by President. K.’ 
’ See note infre. 
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812.24/477 

The Secretary of State to the Mexican Anibassador {TelleB) 

Washington, December 16^ 19^-6> 

Excellency: With further relation to Your Embassy’s note of 
October 15, 1926, in which it was stated that your Government was 
negotiating with the Douglas Company of Los Angeles, California, 
for the purchase of eight aeroplanes of the type used by the United 
States army, together with equipment for bombardment, photog- 
raphy, electrical installation, et cetera, I now have the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency’s note of November 
30,®^ in which you ask that I bring my influence to bear on the 
proper authorities to the end that the Collector of Customs at 
Nogales, Arizona, be instructed to allow the said aeroplanes, 
together with their equipment, to be exported to Mexico. 

I regTet to have to inform Your Excellency that the competent 
authorities of this Government have decided that it is not expedient 
under the present circumstances to permit the exportation of these 
aeroplanes and their equipment to Mexico. 

Furthermore, I may say that the general question of the mainte- 
nance of the arms embargo is at this time being reconsidered by 
my Government. 

Accept [etc.] Frank B. Kellogg 


812.24/509 

The Mexiccm Ambassador {Tellez) to the Secretary of State 

[Translation 

Washington, December 1926, 

Mr. Secretary : In compliance with instructions from my Govern- 
ment I applied to Your Excellency in notes dated October 15 and 
November 30, 1926,®® respectively, requesting you to use your influence 
with the appropriate authorities of the Government of the United 
States to secure permission to export to Mexico eight airplanes with 
the necessary accessories intended for the Mexican Army. 

In your reply of the 16th of this month to the request contained 
in both notes, Your Excellency was pleased to state that the com- 
petent authorities of your Government had decided that it was not 
expedient under the present circumstances to permit the exportation 
of these airplanes and their equipment to Mexico. That decision was 
forwarded to my Government winch has taken note of it. 

Not printed. 

**File translation revised. 

® Latter not printed. 
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As a point extraneous from the subject of the contents of this note, 
Your Excellency is pleased to state in the last paragraph of your 
note of December 16, that the question of the maintenance of the 
embargo on the export of arms (to Mexico) is now being reconsid- 
ered by the (government of the United States. Being informed of 
the tenor of that paragraph in Your Excellency’s note my Govern- 
ment has instructed me, and I now have the honor to carry out its 
instruction, to thank Your Excellency for your courteous intimation 
that the question of the maintenance of the arms embargo is now 
being reconsidered by the Government of the United States. May 
I be permitted to add as a mere explanation that the Government 
of Mexico has neither now nor previously taken any steps with the 
Government of Your Excellency for maintaining or lifting the arms 
embargo which was spontaneously ordered by the Government of the 
United States. 

Kindly accept [etc.] Manuel Tellez 


812.248/10 

The Ambassador iv M~^aiico {Sh-efjfield) to the Secretary of State 

No. 3454 Mexico, December 29^ 1926. 

I "Received January 6, 1927.] 

Snt: I. have the honor to inform the Department that according 
to this morning’s edition of the newspaper ExceMor four Douglas 
Aeroplanes ordered by the Mexican Government in the United States 
were received and are “now operating in the Yaqui district with 
excellent results”. It is stated that they were assembled at the sta- 
tion of Ortiz, having arrived packed in special cases and it having 
been necessary to equip them with machine guns and bombing ap- 
paratus. It is stated that although it is true that the American 
Government prohibited the exportation of the entii-e order of “aero- 
planes placed in the United States”, four of them had already crossed 
the border and it was impossible to “carry out the instructions of 
the officials of the White House”. 

On the other hand the newspaper El TJnvoersad of today’s date 
publishes a telegraphic despatch from Nogales, Arizona, dated yes- 
terday to the effect that on December 27, eight aeroplanes intended 
for the Mexican Government arrived at Nogales but can not be 
exported in view of the refusal of the American Government to grant 
permission for such export. It is added that it has been decided 
to warehouse the planes with the Walker Transport Company. 

I have [etc.] James R. Sheffield 
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812.248/10 

The Secretary of State to the Amiassador in Mexico {Sheffield) 

No. 1164 WASnmGToXj January 5, 1927. 

Sir: The Department acknowledges the receipt of your despatch 
No. 3454 of December 29, 1926, stating that the newspaper Excelsior 
published a report on December 29, 1926, to the effect that four 
Douglas aeroplanes recently ordered by the Mexican Government 
have been received and are “now operating in the Yaqui district 
with excellent results”. 

In reply, there is enclosed a copy of a memorandum setting forth 
certain information with regard to tlie aeroplanes in question. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State : 

Leland Harrison 


[Enclosure] 

Memorandum by the Assistant Chief of the Division of Mexican 

Affairs {Tanis) 

[Washington,] January <?, 1927. 

In a note dated October 15, 1926, the Mexican Embassy at this 
capital informed the Department that the Mexican Goveimment was 
negotiating with the Douglas Company of Los Angeles, California, 
for eight aeroplanes of the type used by the United States Army. 
The note contained a request that the necessai*y permits be granted 
by the appropriate authorities of this Government to have these aero- 
planes supplied with equipment for bombardment, photography, 
electrical installation, etc. 

Under date of November 30, 1926, the Collector of Customs at 
Nogales, Arizona, telegraphed this Department®* that the Mexican 
Government, through the Mexican Consul at Nogales, had requested 
permission to export eight aeroplanes for use in the Yaqui campaign. 
On December 1, 1926, this Department sent the following telegram 
to the Collector : 

“It is stated by the Mexican Embassy that eight aeroplanes with 
equipment which the Mexican Government desires to purchase from 
the Douglas Company at Los Angeles are now in the Customs at 
Nogales. Permits for the eiitrj of these planes and equipment have 
been requested by the Mexican Embassy. Pending further considera- 
tion of this matter, you will please exercise especial diligence in order 
to prevent, through misunderstanding or otherwise, any possibility 
of these planes being flown into Mexico without especial authorization 
from this Department.” 

In response to a telegraphic inquiry of the 24th ultimo,®® however, 

^ Telegram not printed. 

•*Not printed. 
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the Collector reported in a telegram of the same date that four 
aeroplanes, non-military type, weire exported on November 30, by 
railroad, and that the whereabouts of the other four aeroplanes was 
not known but that they had not been offered for exportation at 
Nogales. The Collector has since informed the Department, under 
date of December 29, that the four aeroplanes in question were then 
being stored in a warehouse at Nogales and that he would keep them 
under surveillance. 

Under date of December 28, 1926, the Department of State in- 
formed the Secretary of the Treasury that, after further considera- 
tion, it had been determined to reimpose the embargo upon 
aircraft of every description destined to points in Mexico without 
regard to the purpose for which such aircraft may be intended. At 
the same time the Treasury Department was requested to instruct the 
various collectors of customs accordingly. 

E. C. TfANIS] 


S12.113/10225 : Telegram 

The Amhassad'Or in Mexico {Shefteld) to the Secretary of State 

Mexico, May 1927 — noon. 

[Eeceived June 1 — 1 : 14 a. in.] 

218. This morning’s press publishes Presidential decree dated 
yesterday which is as follows in translation : 

«In view of the fact that the Government of the United States 
of America has established a systematic embargo on merchandise 
acquired by various dependencies of the Federal Government, a 
procedure whereby serious injuries are caused in the administrative 
conduct of said dependencies, since even now many of the articles 
already bought have not been received, the Executive in my name 
has decided to direct, in order to avoid the inconvenience caused 
by this unjustified delay, that from the date of the present decree 
all Departments of State and Administrative Departments abstain 
absolutely from purchasing directly or indirectly in the said coun- 
try furniture, machinery, articles of consumption and articles in 
general intended for the administration of the public services and 
that such purchases be made in all cases from commercial firms 
established within the national territory. 

For this purpose the Department of Foreign Kelations will im- 
mediately issue definite orders to the Embassy and consulates of the 
Kepublic in the United States so that they may on no account make 
payment in contravention of the orders herein contained and the 
Department of Finance and Public Credit will issue orders in the 
same sense to the Financial Agency of Mexico in New York. 

Given in the National Palace May 30, 1927. 

The President of the Eepublic, (signed) Plutarco Elias Calles.” 

Sheffield 


^ Not printed. 
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812.113/10226 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Meosieo {STieffUld) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Mexico, Jwne 1927 — noon, 

[Received 5 : 11 p. m.] 

220. Department’s telegram number 129, May 31,®® and Embassy’s 
telegram number 218, May 31. 

Since the only embargo now in force in the United States on the 
export of goods to Mexico concerns arms and mimitions it would be 
pertinent to indicate that any objections on Mexico’s part as set 
forth in President Calles’ decree of May 30 could be met by 
immediately lifting this embargo. 

Decree has not yet appeared in the Diario Oficidl, 

ShEPTIEIjD 


812.113/10237 

The Ambassador in Mexico {Sheifleld) to the Secretary of State 

No. 4206 Mexico, June 5, 1927, 

[Received June 9.] 

Sir: Referring to my telegram No. 218 of May 31, last, twelve 
noon, transmitting for the Department’s information translation of a 
Presidential Order of May 30, 1927, forbidding Mexican Govern- 
ment Departments to purchase commodities for their use in the 
United States, I have the honor to report that this morning’s press 
publishes an official statement from the Foreign Office, of which 
the following is the translation: 

^^The Department of Foreign Affairs declares officially that the 
Order which the President of the Republic issued a few days ago 
regarding the suspension of purchases in the United States by 
dependencies of the Federal Government was based, among other 
considerations, upon the damage caused by a substantial investment 
of money representing purchases made and not only refers to mer- 
chandise acquired in the United States, but also to the case of mer- 
chandise obtained in Europe which has been detained in transit 
through the United States with corresponding injury. The Order 
of the President by no means constitutes a boycott of American 
merchandise, since it is limited to i>reventing dependencies of the 
Federal Government from buying in the United States without 
prejudice to their purchasing them in Mexico, without taking into 
consideration whether they are American or not. 

^‘Consequentl;^ the order referred to tends to safeguard the financial 
interests of the Government and to prevent delays in goods which are 
necessary to it, and this can in no mamer affect the cordial relations 
existing between Mexico and the United States.” 

“Not printed. 

323422— 42— vol. m ^23 
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Press statements accompanying the publication of this official dec- 
laration of the Foreign Office indicate that it has been given out 
from official sources ‘^that not only were obstacles being placed 
in the United States in the way of the transport of war materials, 
but that restrictions were being imposed even upon barb wire intended 
for agricultural fences and upon articles destined for the repair of 
railroads and rolling stock ordered in the neighboring country by 
the National Eailways”. 

This would seem to be in harmony with the Embassy’s surmise that 
the information contained in its despatch No. 4193 of yesterday’s 
date and emanating, among others, from Lionel Dalkowitz, who had 
purchased a quantity of barbed wire in the United States, was correct. 

I have [etc.] James E. Sheffield 

812.24/612 

The Meayiccm Amboissador {Tellez) to the Secretary of State 

[Translation “] 

Washington, July 5, 19^7. 

Mb. Sbcfetart: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Tour Excellency’s three notes, one dated the 29th and two the 30th 
of June last,®® relative to applications for permits to export to Mexico 
25 tons of powder intended for the Secretaria de Guerra y Marina; 
211 carbines, caliber 30-40, and 36,000 cartridges for the customs in- 
spectors of Nuevo Laredo, Tamatdipas ; and 50 Thompson pistols for 
the National Eailways of Mexico. In the above-mentioned notes Your 
Excellency was pleased to inform me that the said permits had not been 
granted. 

In addition to the arms and material referred to in the said notes, 
the Embassy requested by note, through Your Excellency’s worthy 
medium, a permit to export six Douglas airplanes and accessories 
originally destined for the Jefe de las Armas in Sonora, and orally 
on several occasions, of the Chief of the Mexican Division, for action 
in the matter of seven cases of pistols consigned to the Departamento 
de Establecimientos Fabriles y Aprovisionamientos Militares which 
arrived at New York from Antwerp, Belgium, destined for Mexico, 
and were held in the American port as they were being transshipped 
to a steamer of the Ward Line. 

My Government was genuinely surprised to learn that for some 
time past permits for the export of arms intended for the Secretaria 
de Guerra y Marina and other public offices have been denied; so that 

•^Not printed. 

^File translation revised. 

None printed. 
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there appears to have be^n established a practice in that sense which 
seems to my Government to be groundless if the relations of friend- 
ship which exist between the Government which I represent and that 
of Your Excellency are taken into consideration, I may state, how- 
ever, that my Government has no special desire that the practice, if 
it has been finally established, be discontinued; but I do wish to 
let Your Excellency know in the clearest possible way that the extent 
of the provisions of the order placing an embargo on arms in the 
United States for Mexican* official shipments without any previous 
notice, has been the cause of certain confusions and difficulties which 
on various occasions have been fully made known to officers of youi* 
Department and concerning which we felt we might hope for a rem- 
edy, relying as we did on the strength of the argument presented in 
support of the case. 

The material for the export of which the Embassy has requested 
permits, hereinabove referred to, has already been paid for to the 
exporting houses ; so that the denial of the permits not only stands 
in the way of my Government receiving the said material, which is 
a difficulty that can be easily remedied since they may be acquired 
by my Government in other countries, but it immobilizes a capital 
which up to date has not been able to yield a return, seeing that its 
restitution would meet with obstacles in the way of agreements and 
contracts by which the purchases were made. The situation is such 
that it might be said that neither the Government of Mexico can 
now employ the moneys invested in the purchase of the said arms 
without a drawn out procedure nor the producing houses dispose 
of them, seeing that they have been paid for; and that should my 
Government recover the sums that have been so spent, the financial 
injury would almost entirely fall upon the manufacturing houses; 
thus the application of the provisions of the embargo in this case 
goes far beyond the original purpose of the embargo, that is to say, 
it not only prevents the shipment of arms to Mexico, but also is 
causing disproportionate damages not only to my Government but 
also to the manufacturing houses. Again, in a special case, that of 
the detention of the cases of pistols bought by my Government in 
Belgium, the action imdoubtedly exceeded the terms of the order 
establishing the embargo on arms, since the arms here under con- 
sideration are shipped in transit. Your Excellency will not fail to 
see that as this act is one that is not justified by the laws bearing 
on the subject, it is very difficult not to interpret it as the result of 
a desire to pile up obstacles in the way of the acquisition of arms 
by my Government, which, on the other hand is inconsistent with 
the cordial relations that unite our coimtries. 

The matter of arms and ammunition for the customhouse station 
of ITuevo Laredo has been explained in detail to the Chief of the 
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Mexican Division, and I deem it expedient here to repeat it. In 
accordance with our laws the customs inspectors must supply their 
own arms and ammunition when entering upon their duties. The 
inspectors delivered the money necessary for the purchase of the 
arms and ammunition to the Collector of Customs, the orders as a 
whole being placed in the United States some months ago. 

The damage done in this case by the refusal of the respective 
permit bears directly on the employees themselves and indirectly, 
as Your Excellency will not fail to see, on the good of the service 
of the customs inspection, which because it is exercised on the 
frontier separating our country from the United States, may also 
be attended with consequences that would be unpleasant for this 
coimtry. The Thompson machine guns are intended for the Mexican 
railways for the protection of the trains that run in places where 
there is reason to doubt that safety conditions are adequate. 

However, the purpose for which the arms are to be put, whose 
export has been requested, is not the principal argument advanced 
in support of the granting of the permits, but the situation which 
in fact has been created by Your Excellency’s Government extending 
the provisions of the embargo to official shipments without previous 
notice, which on account of the unexpected form it has assumed 
would fully justify the solution of the pending cases already re- 
ferred to, and whose adverse consideration does not appear to be 
warranted by the friendly relations existing between our countries. 

In closing, I take the liberty of requesting Your Excellency 
kindly to inform me so that I may report to my Government whether it 
is now the definite and settled policy of the Government of the 
United States to extend the embargo provisions to official shipments 
of arms and other war material. 

I avail myself [etc.] Manuel Tellez 

S12.113/10321J 

The Assistant Chief of the Division of MeoAcan Affairs {Tams) 
to the Under Secretary of State {Olds) 

Washington, October 5, 1927, 

Dear Mr. Olds: With reference to the attached list I may say 
that the following have protested against the embargo as at present 
enforced and have requested that the embargo be modified, on the 
ground that munitions of war are being imported into Mexico from 
Europe and that, therefore, the effect of the embargo has a detri- 
mental effect upon American business and enterprise : 

1. The Western Cartridge Company, East Alton, Illinois. 

2. Mr. J. H. A. Williams, Mexico City. 
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3. The Westinghouse Electric Company, Mexico City. 

4. The Eadio Corporation of America, New York City. 

5. The Aeronautical Chamber of Commerce of America, New 

York City. 

6. Dalkowitz Brothers, San Antonio, Texas. 

7. The DuPont Powder Company, Wilmington, Delaware. 

8. J. A. Medina Company, New York City. 

9. Smith and Wesson, Springfield, Massachusetts. 

10. Colt Fire Arms Company, New Haven, Connecticut. 

11. Eemington Arms Company, Inc., Hartford, Connecticut. 

12. Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., Ifew York City, 

13. United States Cartridge Company, New York City. 

14. United States Steel Products Company, New York City. 

15. Doctor Julius Klein of the Department of Commerce is of 

the opinion that the Embargo situation as it affects air- 
craft to Mexico should be made the subject of a careful 
review. 

16. The Embassy at Mexico City recommends that in view of 

recent developments involving importations into Mexico 
of airplanes and munitions of war from Europe, the whole 
Embargo situation be given careful consideration. 

K[ichard] C. T[anis] 


812.113/10327 

The Charge in Mexieo {Schoenfeld) to the Secretary of State 

No. 5114 Mexico, October 28^ 19^, 

[Eeceived November 2.] 

Sir : Confirming my telegram No. 394 of today’s date, eleven A. M.,^® 
I have the honor to quote below the text, as published in the local 
press, of an Executive decree under yesterday’s date, abrogating the 
Presidential order of May 30, last,^^ prohibiting the dependencies of 
the Mexican Government from making purchases in the United States. 
Translation follows : 

“The Executive in my charge has deemed it convenient to abrogate 
from the first day of November, next, order No. 863 of May 30, last, 
whereby it was directed that the various dependencies of the Execu- 
tive should abstaiiT absolutely from making purchases in the United 
States of North America; the said dependencies are, consequently, 
authorized to import from the trade in the neighboring country to 
the North or from any others the articles which may be necessary for 
their services, always provided these articles can not be acquired 
from the trade in the republic. 

“Given in the Palace of the Federal Executive Power at Mexico, 
D. F. on the 27th day of Idle month of October of 1927. 

“The President of the Eepublic, (Signed) P. Elias Calles.” 

™ Not printed. 

See telegram No. 218, May 31, 1927, from the Ambassador in Mexico, p. 238. 
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In announcing the issuance of this decree, the Department of Finance 
issues a statement calling attention to the fact that on May 30, last, the 
President of the Republic ordered the dependencies of the Mexican 
Government to cease making purchases of merchandise, manufactures, 
etc., in the United States, in view of the fact that various orders of the 
Mexican Government made in the United States had been “unjustly 
detained”. It is added that at that time the American authorities 
maintained a systematic embargo on the acquisitions of the offices 
of the Federation, necessitating the cancelation of various contracts 
made in the United States and the placing of orders in Europe. The 
Department of Finance says that the President now considers that 
his original order is no longer necessary and that he, therefore, has 
authorized the renewal of purchases in the United States if such 
purchases are more advantageous than dealings with other coimtries. 
Finally, according to the Department of Finance, all the appropriate 
authorities of the Mexican Government, both within and without the 
republic, which had previously been ordered to make no payment in 
contravention of tlie order of May 30, last, will now be apprised of 
the provisions of the new decree. 

I have [etc.] H. F. Arthur Schoenpeld 


812 . 24/604 

The Secretary of State to the Mexican Amhajisador {T&Xez) 

Washington, December 19Z7. 

Excellenct: Referring to Your Excellency’s note of June 28, 
1927,^® and to your conversation this morning at the Department of 
State, in relation to a shipment of 211 rifles, caliber 30-40, and 36,000 
rounds of ammunition therefor, intended for the use of the customs 
authorities at NUevo Laredo, Mexico, which the Standard Export 
and Supply Company desires to ship through the port of Laredo, 
Texas, I am pleased to inform you that the Collector of Customs at 
Laredo has today been instructed, by telegraph, to permit this 
shipment to proceed to its destination. 

It does not appear from the shipper’s application for an export 
license that the 29 revolvers, caliber .38, consigned to Emilio A. 
Combaluzier, of Mexico City, which you also mentioned this morn- 
ing, are intended for the use of your Government’s customs officials. 
Nevertheless, in view of the importance which your Government at- 
taches to the release of this shipment, I take pleasure in informing 
you that, after careful consideration of the matter, the Department 
has decided to make an exception in this case and has therefore today 


”Not printed. 
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mailed license No. 6287 to Messrs. Smith & Wesson, of Springfield, 
Massachusetts, authorizing that firm to export the 29 revolvers in 
question. 

Accept [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

ItoBEBT E. Olds 


S12.24/655a : telegram 

TK6 Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Memco (Morrow) 

[Paiaphrasel 

Washington, December 21, 1927 — 6 f. m. 

304. The Department would like to know if in your opinion this 
is the opportune time to relax the present restrictions on the expor- 
tation to Mexico of airplanes, munitions, and other supplies pur- 
chased by the Government of Mexico and now held up in the United 
States. Your su gg estions will be appreciated. 

Kellogg 


812.24/656 : Telegram 

The Ambassador m Mesdoo (Morrow) to the Secretary of State 

EParaphrase] 

Mjeouco, December 2^, 1927 — noon. 

[Keceived 3 : 45 p. m.] 

465. Department’s 304, dated December 21. In my opinion now 
would be the opportune time to relax the present restrictions on the 
exportation of airplanes, munitions, and other supplies purchased by 
the Government of Mexico. 

Mobbow 

812.24/592 

The Secretary of State to the Mexican Ambassador (Tellez) 

The Secretary, of State refers to the note dated July 6, 1927, from His 
Excellency, the Ambassador of Mexico, regarding the desire of the 
Mexican Government to ship to Mexico certain arms and ammunition, 
the permission for which had not been granted by the Department of 
State. 

The Secretary of State is now happy to advise the Ambassador of 
Mexico that permission has been given to the Ward Line of New York 
to export to Mexico five cases of guns and one case of bayonets, con- 
signed to Jefe de Hacienda de Vera Cruz, this shipment having arrived 
in New York from Antwerp, Belgium, on the steamship Ardbio, Decern- 
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ber 27, 1926, and that E. I. duPont de Nemours and Company, Incor- 
porated, of Wilmington, Delaware, has also been authorized to export 
twenty-five tons of powder intended for the Mexican Department of 
War and Marine, referred to in the note of June 29, 1927, from the 
Secretary of State to His Excellency, the Ambassador of Mexico 
Washington, December SO, 1927. 


812.113/10S78a : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Mexico {Morrow) 

Washington, March 2S, 192S — 6 p. m. 

78. Department’s telegram No. 248, July 80, 1926. As stated in last 
paragraph of memorandum transmitted with Department’s instruction 
No. 1164 of January 8, 1927, it was decided in December 1926 to re- 
impose embargo upon aircraft of every description destined to points 
in Mexico without regard to the purpose for which such aircraft may 
be intended. Since December 1927, however, Department has ap- 
proved in every instance requests for exportation of commercial air- 
planes. With a view to fostering commercial aviation between the 
United States and Mexico, Department has now decided to eliminate 
commercial aircraft from list of articles destined to Mexico requiring 
individual export lieenscs and has requested Treasury Department to 
notify Collectors of Customs at border points. Please request Consul 
General to inform all consular officers in Mexico. 

Kellogg 

SUPPRESSION OP ACTIVITIES OF MEXICAN FACTIONS ON THE BORDER 
IN VIOLATION OP LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES 


812.00/28936 

The Mexican Charge {C astro-LeoT) to the Secretary of State 

[Translation ^*3 

Washington, November 4, 19^. 

Mb. Seobbtabt: I have the honor to inform Tour Excellency that 
for some time past this Embassy has been receiving reports concerning 
the activities of a group of Yaqui Indians who are refugees near the 
border, which activities are being carried on in the United States 
imderthe direction of some well-known Mexican political malcontents. 

Toward the end of last June the authorities of Tucson, Arizona, 
searched the houses occupied by certain Yaqui refugees in that city 

“Not printed. 

” Pile translation revised. 
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and succeeded in seizing arms, anununition and some other implements 
of war held by these Indians with the intention of transferring them 
to Mexican territory for organizing an armed movement against the 
present Government of Mexico. 

Notwithstanding the attention given by the American authorities 
in enforcing respect for the neutrality laws in this case, we are still 
receiving reports indicating that the subversive activities of those 
groups are kept up, and in view of this fact I have by direction of 
my Government the honor most respectfully to ask for the cooperation 
of Your Excellency’s Government to the end that the necessary meas- 
ures may be taken to prevent these activities. 

Thanking Your Excellency [etc.] Antonio Casteo-Leaii 


812.00/29038 

The Secretary of State to the Meomam, Ambassador {Telles) 

The Secretary of State presents his compliments to His Excellency 
the Ambassador of Mexico, and, referring to the Mexican Embassy’s 
note of November 4, 1927, concerning reports that Yaqui Indians along 
the Arizona border were engaged in efforts to transfer implements 
of war from the United States to Mexico, has the honor to inform 
the Ambassador that the appropriate branch of this Government has 
submitted a report dated December 5, 1927, with regard to the matter. 
The pertinent portion of the report reads as follows : 

This matter, since the early part of this year, has been under surveil- 
lance by Federal Agents. The greater number of the Yaqui Indians 
coming into the United States from Mexico since last April still reside 
in the Tucson country. Some few have returned to Mexico. As to 
the smuggling of ammunition into Mexico, no information has been 
received that any large quantity has been carried back by Yaquis 
returning to their native land. 

The activities of all the different factions on the Mexican border 
adjoining Arizona have been watched very closely in consequence of 
which a number of indictments have been returned in the Tucson 
and Los Angeles districts. Recently Jose Gandara was convicted at 
Tucson, Arizona, in the Federal Court, and received a sentence of 
two years in McNeil Island Penitentiary, and was fined the sum of 
$1,000.00. Other cases are now pending in the Tucson and Los Angeles 
districts. 

Washington, December 19^7, 
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WITHDRAWAL OF SUBPOENA BY THE UNITED STATES SENATE UPON 

MEXICAN CONSUL GENERAL AT NEW YORK ON ASSURANCE THAT 

CONSUL GENERAL WOULD APPEAR VOLUNTARILY 

81T.00H 35/16 

Memorandmri hy the Under Secretary of State {Olds) of a Conver- 
sation with the Mexie<m Arribassador {TeUez)^ December 12 , 19211 

Present: Mr. Olds and Mr. Castle. 

The Ambassador called at my request. I opened the conversation 
by stating that since his last call we had been considering carefully 
the situation which had been created by the Senate investigation, 
and that in particular we were examining the legal questions 
arising in connection with the subpoena which had been served by 
the Senate Committee upon the Mexican Consul General at New 
York.'^® We were anxious to consult with the Ambassador with a 
view to finding a way of eliminating any difficulties and embarrass- 
ments inherent in this situation. I went on to state that so far as 
we had investigated the matter ourselves, we were of the opinion 
that a consul, in the absence of treaty provisions to the contrary, 
did not enjoy the usual diplomatic immunities, and that he could be 
summoned as a witness to testify as to unofficial matters within 
his knowledge. I proceeded to say we were satisfied that a consul 
could not be required in any proceeding to produce official papers 
which were the property of his Government, or testify as to their 
contents, or testify as to official business transacted by him as con- 
sul. I inquired whether, if we should be asked by the Senate 
Committee for any opinion on this subject, he would think it would 
be helpful for us to give an opinion along these lines. The Ambas- 
sador said that it appeared his Government took a different view 
from ours. He did not think that a consul could be called at all 
as a witness in a proceeding such as that now pending in the Senate. 
He had advised the Consul General not to appear unless he was 
ordered to do so direct from Mexico. He did not think the Consul 
General would get any instructions to appear. I then said that of 
course the Senate proceeding was nothing that we had anything to 
do "with. We could not control it in any way. We should have 
to assume that the Senate thought it had power to subpoena the 
Consul General; otherwise the subpoena would not have b^n issued. 
If the Senate insisted upon its position and proceeded as in other 
cases, it might go ahead and arrest the Consul General if he failed 

” See Investigation of Alleged Payments ly the Meaioan Govenunent to United 
States Senators; Hearings Before a Special Committee . . . Fnrapoant to S. Bes. 
7, . . . Dec. 15, 16, 17, 20, and 27, 1827, and Jan. 4 and 7, 1828 (WaSUngton, 
Government Printii^ OfiBce, 1828). 



MEXICO 


249 


to appear. We thought this would be highly unfortunate and that 
the possibility of such action ought to be obviated at all events. 
There was some further conversation, in the course of which the 
Ambassador emphasized two or three times the fact that the Consul 
General is the brother of the President of Mexico. He also said 
that he was worrying a great deal about what he should have to do 
if the President of Mexico was insulted on the floor of the Senate. 
Mr. Castle and I had the impression that he was considering resign- 
ing and going home in that eventuality. 

The upshot of the whole interview was this ; The Amba,aafl.dn r states 
flatly that the dignity of Mexico absolutely requires that its Consul 
General be accorded immunity from subpoena in this case. He will 
not appear. Wliat will happen if the Consul General is arrested for 
disobedience to the subpoena was not gone into although we gave the 
Ambassador full opportunity to deal with that phase of the subject. 
The Ambassador himself suggested two alternatives — 

1. — ^That he write an official note to the Secretary of State calling 
attention to the facts of the present situation, and giving the reasons 
why the Consul General cannot and will not appear. In this note he 
will state that if the Consul General did appear, he could do nothing 
more than deny the authenticity of the documents. 

2. — ^That the Senate Committee frame the questions which it wishes 
to ask the Consul General and submit them tmrough the Ambassador, 
who will undertake thereupon to get the Consul General’s answers 
and transmit them. 

The Ambassador also said that he would issue another public state- 
ment if it would do any good. We told him that the note which he had 
suggested might prove useful, and he is going to send such a note to 
us the first thing in the morning. 

Mr. Castle and I at several points in the conversation endeavored to 
make the Ambassador see the advantages which might accrue from a 
voluntary appearance by the Consul General. Mr. Castle spoke of his 
own appearance before the Committee, and of their apparently fair 
and reasonable attitude. The Ambassador, however, was steadfast in 
holding that the Consul General could not appear in response to a 
subpoena if the dignity of his Government is to be preserved. It was 
evidently not possible to get the Ambassador to appreciate the dis- 
tinction between a voluntary appearance with reservations spread on 
the record so far as the subpoena was concerned, and a compulsory 
appearance under the subpoena. The only thing that would satisfy 
the Ambassador would be a withdrawal of the subpoena. 

, . E[obebt] E, 0[ij)s] 
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817.00 H 36/17 

Memormdimi hy the Under Secretary of State {Olds) of a Conversa- 
tion with the Mexica/ii Ambassador {Tellez)^ December 13^ 1927 

The Mexican Ambassador called me on the telephone at two p. m. 
and said that he had had a long telephone talk with his Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, and that the position of his Government was as he 
had stated to me in his oral conversation yesterday; nevertheless his 
Government did not wish to block the investigation and would be 
willing to have the Consul General appear volmitarily and in his 
personal capacity, provided that an arrangement could be made 
whereby he did not appear under subpoena. I told him that I would 
take the suggestion under consideration and was hopeful that an 
arrangement along these lines might be effected. 

R[obert] E. 0[lds] 

817.00 H 36/18 

Memorandvm by the Under Secretary of State {Olds) of a CoTucersa- 

tion with the Mexican AmJbassado^* {TeUe 0 ) , December llf.^ 1927 

The Ambassador came in at ten o’clock at my request. I told him 
we had been considering the suggestion made by him over the tele- 
phone, and that I was of the opinion that it might prove an easy solu- 
tion of our difficulty. I suggested that he write me a note immediately 
on the subject. It seemed to me that his note might set forth the view 
of his Government to the effect that its Consul General was not, under 
the rules of international law, bound to appear in response to this 
subpoena; that such appearance would not be consistent with the 
dignity of his Government; that his Government would be willing to 
have its Consul General appear voluntarily in his personal capacity, 
claiming, of course, immunity from inquiry for his records and official 
acts ; and if an arrangement could be effected whereby he did not appear 
under subpoena his Government would undertake to have the Consul 
General come before the Committee. 

The Ambassador said that I should have a note in that tenor from 
him before noon. He said that if the arrangement proved satisfactory 
to the Committee, he would at once telephone the Consul General and 
have him here in Washington tomorrow morning. 

R[ 0333 B 3 Etr 3 E. 0[li>s3 


817.00 H 36/20 

The Mexican Ambassador {Tellez) to the Secretary of State 

C Translation 

Washington, December 14, 19£7. 

Mr. SacKlcTART: On the morning of the 1<^ of this month the 
consul general of Mexico at New York informed me by telephone 


" File translation revised. 
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that he had just received on the morning of Thursday the 15th \_8tKr\ 
of this month a subpoena to appear before the Committee recently 
named by the Senate to investigate certain documents calumnious 
of high officials of the Government of Mexico, as well as of the 
United States, which have been appearing for some days in the Hearst 
publications with a manifestly tendentious aim. In view of the 
gravity and urgency of the case, I telephoned Your Excellency and 
informed you, as at your request I also did the Under Secretary of 
State, the Honorable Eobert E. Olds, of that which had been stated 
to me, requesting the intervention of the Department of State in the 
form believed most adequate to alleviate an unjustified situation 
which had been created by the action of the Committee of the Senate, 
not only for the consul general but also for my Government. 

As I have orally informed Your Excellency and other high of- 
ficials of the Department of State on repeated occasions, my Gov- 
ernment in cases like the one under consideration holds the opinion 
that in conformity with the fundamental principles and practices of 
international law, the Government of the United States should grant 
to the consul general of Mexico at Eew York complete immunity 
from the subpoena which has been served on him. Notwithstanding 
this, my Government — ^which at the appropriate time and through 
all its agencies duly authorized, denounced in a public, categorical 
and general manner the falsity of the documents on which are based 
the statements published by the Hearst papers, and which has seen 
wijth sincere sorrow that the said papers have even gone to the extreme 
of injuring the honor and good name of some of the respected 
members of the Senate of the United States — ^my Government, I re- 
peat, feels moved by an intense desire to lend its cooperation for the 
success of the work which the Committee of the Senate has initiated 
tending to establish the falsity of the said documents and would 
gladly cooperate if it found a possibility of doing so while protecting 
in an unequivocal manner, on the one hand, the rights which in con- 
formity with the principles and practices of international law apper- 
tain to its agents duly accredited to foreign governments, and, on 
the other hand, the national dignity. 

By virtue of the foregoing, and duly empowered by the authority 
which I obey, I now state to Your Excellency, that if the Depart- 
ment of State should find an expeditious way by which the Committee 
of the Senate might withdraw the subpoena on our consul at New York, 
my Government would consider as protected the reservation to which 
I allude, and thus, without any precedent being established, would 
see a possibility of authorizing SeSor Arturo M. Elias, in his personal 
character (if the matter is arranged through proper channels which 
I believe in this case would be the Department of State and this 
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Embassy) to accept an invitation to appear before the said Com- 
mittee on the day and hour of the subpoena which he received, reply- 
ing always in his personal character to questions which may be put 
to him, whenever these questions do not affect political matters con- 
cerning the Government of Mexico, since only this Embassy in my 
charge is qualified to treat of such matters. 

I beg Your Excellency kindly to communicate to me at such time 
as may seem opportune if the above meets with your approval, for 
in that case I shall at once draw up the appropriate instructions to 
Senor Elias in order that he may be in Washington at the proper 
time and hour. 

Accept [etc.] Manuel C. Tellez 


817.00 H3S/26 

Senaior Dmid A. Reed to the Secretary of State 

Washington, December 14, 19B7. 

Mr Dear Mb. Seoebtart : In view of the assurance by the Mexican 
Ambassador that he will instruct Mr. Arturo M. Elias, Mexican 
Consul General at Hew York, to attend and testify at tomorrow’s 
meeting of the Special Committee appointed by the Senate to investi- 
gate allegations of money payments to certain Senators, and in view 
of the Mexican Ambassador’s explicit assurance that Mr. Elias will 
accept the Committee’s invitation so to appear, the Committee, of 
which I havq the honor to be Chairman, authorizes me to quash and 
withdraw the subpoena and to substitute that by an invitation to 
Mr. Elias to appear at 10:00 o’clock tomorrow, Tliursday, morning 
in the Minority Conference Room of the Senate Office Building in 
Washington. 

You may be assured that every consideration will be given to the 
fact that Mr. Elias, although appearing in his personal capacity, is 
the accredited Consul General of the Mexican Government and that 
no attempt will be made by the Committee to secure from him any 
documents or information which can fairly be claimed to be entitled 
to immunity. 

With cordial regards [etc.] D. A. Reed 

817.00 H 86/20 

The Secretary of State to the M&oioan Ambassador {TSttee) 

Washington, December 16, 19^. 

Excblusnot: I have the honor to refer to your courteous note of 
December 14, 1927, informing this Government of the willingness of 
your Govenunent to cooperate in the investigation being conducted 
by a Special Committee of tihe Senate of the United States into oer- 
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tain documents, reproductions of which have been published in the 
’Washington Herald and other papers, and outlioing the circumstances 
in which your Government would find it possible to instruct the 
Mexican Consul General in New York to appear in a personal capacity 
before the Committee and give certain t^timony. The cooperation 
of your Government in this matter is greatly appreciated and I am 
pleased to know from your telephone message on tih.e afternoon of 
December 14, 1927, that appropriate instructions have been issued to 
Senor Elias, 

While the arrangements which have thus been made with respect to 
the appearance of Senor Elias before the Committee make it unnec- 
essary to consider further at this time the extent of the privileges and 
immunities enjoyed under general principles of international law by 
a foreign Consul General in the United States, I feel, nevertheless, 
that in order to avoid possible future misimderstanding I diould, with 
all respect, record the fact that the views of the Government of the 
United States on the relevant questions of international law do not 
coincide with those expressed through you by the Government of 
Mexico, and that the position of my Government is, therefore, to be 
regarded as fully reserved. 

Accept [etc.] 

Eor the Secretary of State : 

Bokert E. Olds 

PROTEST BY THE UNITED STATES AGAINST ARBITRARY MANNER OF 
ARREST AND DEPORTATION OF JOSEPH DE COURCY FROM MEXICO 

412.11 C 8315/- : Telegram 

The Charge m Mexico {Sehoenfeld) to the Seoretaary of State 

Mexico, August 10, 19S7—1 p. m. 

[Eeceived 8 .* 65 p. m.] 

307. Joseph de Courcy, American citizen and local correspondent of 
the Nem Torh Times, informed Embassy last night that he had been 
arrested by agents of Ministry of the Interior, no charges having been 
preferred. This morning he sent message to another American news- 
paper correspondent to the effect that he was to be deported this 
evening but did not give place of present detention. 

Consulate general has made inquiries both at police headquarters 
and at local prison but has as yet been unable to locate De Courcy. 

Embassy has taken matter up twice this morning with Foreign 
Office in view of the report that arrest was initiated by Department of 
Federal Government, but Foreign Office alleges that it has no infor- 
mation. I requested personal interview with Acting Minister of 
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Foreign Affairs who knows De Courcy and who has said he esteems 
him, but Estrada was unable to see me. Chief of Diplomatic De- 
partment has reminded Embassy however that Government can expel 
foreigners without giving, cause. 

Since writmg foregoing Chief of Diplomatic Department has tele- 
phoned to say that member of Embassy may see De Courcy at police 
headquarters at 4 p. m. today. I shall send one of the secretaries and 
shall telegraph Department subsequently. Suggest that De Courcy’s 
arrest be communicated to New York Times. 

SoHOENESaU) 


412.11 C 8316/- : Telegram 

Th^ Oho/rge m MeaAoo {Soho&rtfeld) to the Seoretary of State 

IMDeixico, August 10 , 19 ^ 7 — 7 p. m. 

[Eeceived August 11 — 12 : 54 a. m.] 

310. My 307, August 10, 1 p. m. Secretary of Embassy saw De 
Courcy this afternoon through repeated intervention of Foreign Of- 
fice, police headquarters having previously insisted to Consul Lewis 
and to the Embassy that De Courcy was not there. Secretary Lane 
was able to see De Courcy only after much insistence, despite Foreign 
Office cooperation. 

De Courcy stated he was apprehended about 9 o’clock last night 
by agent of Department of Gobernacion and taken immediately to 
police headquarters where he was detained incommunicado without 
food or sleeping accommodations. Embassy was also to provide food 
this afternoon, despite advice of Foreign Office to the contrary. He 
stated he expected to be expelled tonight and his wife says that she 
has been similarly informed, though Foreign Office has vouchsafed 
no information. 

Embassy has made oral protest to Foreign Office against arbitrary 
treatment suffered by this American citizen an.d pointed out that no 
information is available as to charges on which he is held contrary 
to informal understanding between Embassy and Foreign Office 
reached three years ago” and since frequently invoked without 
success. 

In view of Embassy’s despatch No. 3536 January 12 and No. 3858 
March 25 last ” I respectfully request instructions to deliver formal 
note protesting against holding of De Courcy without charges and 
incommunicado. 

ScHOENsmn 


” See telegram No. 818, Aug. 20, from the Charge in Mexico, p. 286. 
“Neither printed. 
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412.11 C 8315/- : Telegram 

The Change in Mexico {Schoenfeld) to the Secretary of State 

M e x ico, August 11^ 19%7 — 10 a, m. 

[Eeceived 6:55 p. m.J 

311. My 307 and 10 [57^] of yesterday. De Courcy accompanied 
by his young son and two Government agents was put on train for 
Laredo which left Mexico City at 9 o’clock last evening. He was 
allowed to speak to his wife before departure, but no cause has yet 
been given for his arrest, detention, and expulsion, I have telegraphed 
consulate at Laredo to assist him in every proper way. 

[Paraphrase.] Because of the arbitrary attitude of the Government 
of Mexico in detaining Mr. de Courcy incommunicado, respectfully 
suggest that the Department release to the press all essential facts as 
reported, since reports from American press correspondents will prob- 
ably have been detained by Mexican censor. [End paraphrase.] 

SOHOEOTEII) 


412.11 C 8315/- : Telegram 

The Acting Seoreta/ry of State to the Charge m Mexico {Sohoenfeld) 

Washington, August 77, 1&B7—6 p. m. 

181. Your 307, August 10, 1 p. m., and 310, August 10, 7 p. m. 
Department is informed through New Yorh Times that De Courcy 
is now en route to this country. 

The Department now desires you to present a formal note to the 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs reciting therein all the pertinent 
facts in the case. You will conclude the note in the sense of the 
following: 

‘Tn view of the arbitrary manner of Mr. de Courcy’s arrest without 
any known charges having been made against him, and in view of the 
fact that he was held incommunicado without food or sleeping accom- 
modations, I am instructed by my Government to make an emjihatic 
protest against the harsh treatment accorded this American citizen 
and to pomt out that the failure of the Mexican authorities to inform 
the Iknbassy of the detention and of the charges on which he was 
detained and the pretensions of the Mexican authorities to have no 
knowledge of De Courcy’s arrest even after the Embassy had learned 
thereof tmough other sources and had inquired of the Foreign Office, 
is in violation of the informal understanding between this Embassy 
and the Foreign Office reached about three years ago. I am i^rther 
instructed by my Government urgently to revest that instructions be 
issued to the competent authorities of Your Excellency’s Government 
to the end that American citizens may in the future not be subjected 
to detention of this sort with no formal charge having been brought 
against them and that they may in all cases be permitted to com- 

323422 — 42— vol. m ^28 
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municate with this Embassy or the Consulate Gteneral; and forther 
that the Embassy be notified of such cases in accordance with the 
existing understanding on the subject.” 

In presenting this note you may orally discuss with the Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs the provisions of Article Sixteen of the 
Mexican Constitution ” as well as the informal understanding above 
mentioned and state that while the cooperation of the Foreign Office 
in this case is appreciated, the arbitrary action of other authorities of 
Mexico in this and other recent cases cannot but be regarded by the 
American Government as contrary to the practice of nations. 

Castle 


412.11 C 8316/- 

The Oha/rge in Mexico {ScJioenfeld) to the Secretaery of State 


No. 4696 Mexico, August 19, 19^7. 

[Received August 25.] 

Sir : Referring to my telegram No. 317 of today,®® relating to the 
expulsion from Mexico of Mr. Joseph de Courcy, correspondent of 
the New York Times, I have the honor to append herewith a transla- 
tion from an article which appeared in Excelsior of this morning, 
giving a statement issued yesterday by the Foreign Office implying 
that the Embassy, in its representations regarding the harsh treat- 
ment accorded Mr. de Courcy, objected to the application of Article 
33 of the Mexican Constitution : 


“The Charg4 d’Affaires of the United States did in fact formulate 
a representation in this matter, but, as it was a question of a j>olitical 
measure which is applied, not only in Mexico, but in the Republic to 
the North and in the other civilized nations of the world, the Min- 
istry of Foreign Relations is not in a position to heed these 
representations. 

“On the other hand, we constantly receive reports here regarding 
expulsions and deportations of Mexicans effected by the authorities of 
the United States, and naturally, for the same reason, our Emimssy 
in Washington does not question the right of the American Govern- 
ment not to permit the residence in that country of undesirable 
aliens.” 


I have also the honor to transmit herewith a copy and translation 
of a note which I have received from the Foreign Office dated August 
18th, substantiating the foregoing statement and asserting that the 
Government of Mexico could not recognize the protest of the Goveni- 
ment of the United States. 

I have [etc.] 


""Foreign RektUona, 1917, pp. 951, 9K. 
“Not printed. 


H. F. Asthps SoHtOEcnmn 
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[Endosure — ^Translation 

The Mexican Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs {Estrada) to the 
Americam, Charge {Sohoenfeld) 

No. 13363 Mes3[C», August 18, 19W1. 

Mr. Charge d’affaires: I have the honor to refer to Note No. 
2197 of August 12th, in which you inform me of certain details 
related to the detention of the American citizen Joseph de Courcy. 
You say that you have received telegraphic instructions from your 
Government to make an emphatic protest against what it calls the 
harsh treatment accorded De Courcy, and to point out that the 
failure of the Mexican authorities to inform the Embassy of the 
detention and of the charges on which the above-mentioned De 
Courcy was detained, and the “pretensions” of the Mexican authori- 
ties to have no knowledge of the arrest, despite the fact that Ihe Em- 
bassy was already informed of what had occurred through other 
sources and had inquired at the Ministry for Foreign Relations, is 
in violation of the informal understanding reached three years ago 
between the Embassy and the Ministry for Foreign Relations. It 
is added that you have received urgent instructions from your Gov- 
ernment to request the Government of Mexico to instruct the com- 
petent authorities to the end that in the future American citizens 
may not be subjected to detention of this sort without a formal 
charge having been brought against them, and that they may in 
all cases be permitted to communicate with their Embassy or with 
the Consulate General, and, further, that the Embassy be notified of 
such cases in accordance with the understanding which you say 
exists on the subject. 

In reply, I have the honor to inform you that the expulsion of 
pernicious or undesirable aliens, as is universally known, is a simple 
matter of public order which governments have the exclusive right 
to exercise, as does your Government, and that I am not aware of 
the terms of the informal ui^derstanding to which your note refers, 
therefore, the Government of Mexico cannot recognize the protest 
of the United States; that I do not yet desire to refer to similar 
cases which have occurred between American authorities and Mexi- 
can citizfflis, but only to call your attention, at the presmt time, 
to the fact that our Embassy in Washington, respecting the sov- 
ereignty of that country, does not present claims in such cases, even 
though many of them might justly be the basis for a representation; 
and that in order to govern whatever decisions my Government may 
reach, I request you to inform me whether the Government of the 

“File transOation revIsecL 

*• Presented by the Ohargd in accordance with the Department’s tel^am 
No. 181, Aug. 11, p. »6. 
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United States of America is disposed to treat with, or previously to 
notify our Embassy iu Washington regarding cases of expulsion or 
deportation of Mexican citizens, pernicious or undesirable, from its 
territory. 

I avail myself [etc.] G. Estrada 


412.11 C 8316/- : Telegram 

The Charffi in Mexiao {SoTioenfeld) to the Secretary of State 


Mexico, August SO, 19S7 — 1 v. m. 

[Received 4: 31 p. m.] 

318. My 317, August 19, 5 p. m., regarding expulsion of De Courcy.®® 
According to memorandum in the Embassy files dated June 28, 1924, 
the then Minister of Foreign Affairs, Aaron S^ienz, sent Chief of Diplo- 
matic Department Aspe to inform Ambassador Warren, pursuant to 
Mr. Warren’s request of Senor Saenz, that the Foreign Office was 
willing, prior to the expulsion of any American citizens under article 
33 of the Mexican Constitution, to make available to a secretary of 
this Embassy, whom the Ambassador might designate for the purpose, 
the original documents in the case in order that the secretary might 
examine them. 

ScnOBOTEU) 


412.11 C 8315/- 

The Secretary of State to the Charge inMexlco (Schoenfeld') 

No. 1446 Washington, September 15, 1927. 

Sir : The Department acknowledges the receipt of your despatch No. 
4696, of August 19, 1927, transmitting the text and translation of a 
note dated August 18, from the Mexican Foreign Office, in relation 
to the recent expulsion from Mexico of Mr. Joseph de Courcy, an 
American citizen. 

In reply, you are informed that a translation of the pertinent portion 
of the Mexican note was forwarded to the Department of Labor under 
date of August 29, with a request for a statement as to the procedure 
followed by that Department in deporting aliens from this country. 
The department is now in receipt of a reply dated September 7, 1927,*® 
stating that in conducting proceedings in connection with aliens ar- 
rested in the United States with a view to deportation, provision is 
made for the presentation, in each case, of specific charges and for 
representation by counsel when such representation is requested; that 


Not printed. 
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the rule governing representation by counsel is, in actual practice, 
made to include the right to be represented by any one the accused may 
select ; and that facilities are, at all times, afforded aliens under arrest 
under deportation proceedings to communicate also with friends and 
relatives. Furthermore, aliens involved in such cases are never held 
without food or sleeping accommodations, or denied the privilege to 
communicate with a consular officer of their Government if a request 
therefor is made. 

I may add, in this connection, that the Government of the United 
States deports aliens only after a hearing, and never deports such 
aliens except for a violation of a statute of the United States which 
has been publicly proclaimed. 

You are instructed to reply to the Mexican note and to inform 
the Mexican Foreign Office that this Government has not questioned 
nor does it now question the Mexican Government’s right, wi thin 
certain limitations defined and recognized by international law, to 
expel pernicious or undesirable aliens from its territory. You will 
add that it is the conviction of your Government, however, that the 
harsh treatment accorded Mr. de Courcy while he was under deten- 
tion, against which treatment your Government feels constrained 
again to make an emphatic protest, and the arbitrary manner in 
which his forced removal from Mexico was effected, without a hearing, 
without any known charges having been made against him, and 
without regard to his convenience and his personal and property 
interests constitute a violation of his rights as a foreigner domiciled 
in Mexico. 

In response to the inquiry contained in the latter part of the 
final paragraph of the Mexican note, the Department desires you 
to advise the Foreign Office of the practice followed by this Govern- 
ment, as above set forth, in the conduct of analogous cases, and to 
say that your Government sincerely hopes that equally humane treat- 
ment will be accorded American citizens by the appropriate Mexican 
authorities in charge of such expulsion or deportation cases affecting 
American citizens as may hereafter arise. With this end in view, 
you will request that the appropriate authorities be given proper and 
timely instructions covering the matter, in order that American citi- 
zens who may in the future be subjected to expulsion proceedings 
in Mexico shall be informed of the charges against them when such 
information is requested, be given opportunity to be heard, be afforded 
food and proper sleeping accommodations, and be given opportunity 
to communicate with the Embassy or the Consulate General during 
the period of their detention. 

In conclusion you may add that, in view of the manner in which 
such proceedings are conducted by this Government, there can be 



260 


FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME III 


no need for this Government’s notifjdng the Mexican Embassy in 
Washington regarding expulsion or deportation cases involving Mexi- 
can citizens, since all pertinent information respecting such cases 
may readily be conveyed to the nearest Mexican consular oflSicer by 
the accused or their counsel.®® 

I am [etc.] Frank B. Kellogg 


GOOD OFFICES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO PROCURE FOR 
HOWARD T. OLIVER AN OPPORTUNITY TO EFFECT AN ADJUSTMENT 
OF HIS CLAIM AGAINST MEXICO* 

312.116 01 41/16a : Telegram 

Th^ Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Meadoo {Sheffield) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, February IS, 19^—7 f, m. 
31. Referring to previous correspondence in the case of Howard T. 
Oliver and the Oliver Trading Company, the Department desires you, 
if you perceive no objection, to present in person to the Foreign Min- 
ister as soon as possible an aide-meTnoire in the following terms : ®^ 

“On October 25, 1922, during the period when the regime function- 
ing in Mexico was not recognized as a government ^ the Govern- 
ment of the United States, the Mexican Embassy at Washington ad- 
dressed a communication to the Department of State®* requesting 
the latter to take appropriate steps to bring about the discontinuance 
of proceedings instituted in the courts of the State of New York 
against Mexico by the Oliver Trading Company, an American cor- 
poration, in connection with which proceedings the property in New 
York of the Mexican Consulate General and Financial Agency and 
of the International Railways of Mexico had been subjected to 
attachment. 

In the interest of international comity the Department of State 
acceded to the request of the Mexican Embas^ ana ask^ the appro- 
priate authorities of the State of New York to consider whether the 
official property of the Consulate General might not promptly be 
released from the attachment in question. The Department’s repre- 
sentations were successful and in a communication dated November 
1, 1922, the Mexican Embassy at Washington was informally advised 
that the attachment of the property of the Consulate had been 
vacated.®* 

“ In despatch No. 4901, Sept 22, 1027, the Embassy reported that in accordance 
^M^'cffle^No ^2 11 addressed a note to the Mexican 3B\>rel»n 

regarding this date, see Foreign BeHatione, 

1928, Tol. m pp. 674 ff. 

Awle-wtdwioire not paxAphrased. 

•®Not printed; but see the Department's letter of Oct 27* 1922* to the Gov- 
ernor of the State of New Xorh, Foreign Iterations, 1922* voL p. 

•Not printed. 
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The proceedings instituted in the State courts were subsejiuently re- 
moved to the Federal courts, and the Department of State, still mindful 
of the request of the Mexican Embassy, took steps to have the follow- 
ing statement made before the court when the case came up for hearing 
on motion : 

The Government of the United States has at present no official relations with 
the administration now functioning in Mexico. This fact, however, does not 
affect the recognition of the Mexican State itself, which for years has been rec- 
ognized by the United States as an “international person” as that term is imder- 
stood in international practice. The existing situation simply is that there is no 
official Intercourse between the two States.’ 

The case was not decided by the Federal District Court until the fall 
of 1923 after the Government of the United States had recognized the 
Government of Mexico. The court then dismissed the action on the 
ground that the Government of Mexico as the Government of a sov- 
ereign State was entitled to immunity from suit in the courts of the 
United States. The case was then appealed to and dismissed by the 
Circuit Court of Appeals, and a petition was then filed with the 
Supreme Court of the United States for a writ of certiorari. 

On January 31, 1925, the Mexican Embassy again brought the mat- 
ter to the attention of the Department,®® statmg that the petition for a 
writ of certiorari was to be submitted to the court on February 2, and 
asking the Department to intervene to the extent of requesting the 
Attorney General to make a statement to the court. In accordance 
with this request the Department suggested to the Attorney General 
that an appropriate statement be made to the court by a representative 
of the Department of Justice as a matter of comity between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States and the Government of Mexico. Such a 
statement was made in the form of a suggestion and the petition for 
a writ of certiorari was denied. 

While the Department of State was happy in the interests of inter- 
national comity to take the action outlined above on behalf of Mexico, 
it naturally assumed that such action would be without prejudice 
to the rights of the Oliver Trading Company or of Mr. Oliver, the 
sole stockholder thereof, and that Qie company or Mr. Oliver would 
be free to pursue an appropriate remedy either in the courts of 
Mexico or throng direct negotiation with the Executive Department 
of the Mexican Government. Accordingly the litigation brought in 
the courts of the United States against the Government of Mexico 
having been determined by the refusal of the Supreme Court of 
the Cmited States to issue a writ of certiorari, the Department in- 
structed the American Chargfi at Mexico City to bring to the atten- 
tion of the appropriate authorities of the Mexican Government the 
fact that there appeared stiU. to be outstanding against Mx. Oliver an 
expulsion order issued by the Mexican Government in Octoberj 1922, 
when the litigation was pending, and to ascertain whether in the 
existing circumstances the order might not be revoked so that Mr. 
Oliver could proceed to Mexico and discuss his business affairs 
directly with She interested Mexican authorities. The Department 
su^ested as an alternative to the revocation .of the order of expulsion 
the designation by the Mexican Government of a representative in 


Memorapdom not printed. 
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tihe United States with whom Mr. Oliver might take up his case. In 
this connection it might be added that the emulsion decree appears 
to have been signed by President Obregon on October 30, 1922, under 
the provisions of Article 33 of the Mesdcan Constitution which clothe 
the Executive with the ‘exclusive right to expel from the Republic 
forthwith, and without judicial process, any foreigner whose presence 
he mOT deem inexpedient.’ It also appears to have been issued because 
Mr. Oliver had instituted legal proceedings in the courts of New 
York for the purpose of obtaining an adjudication of his case against 
Mexico. To the Department’s surprise the foregoing suggestions 
when brought t© the attention of the Mexican Foreign Office resulted 
in not only a refusal to withdraw the order of expulsion, but a refusal 
to designate any representative of the Mexican Government with 
whom Mr. Oliver might negotiate in the United States. The Depart- 
ment brought the matter again to the attention of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment and was again met with a refusal to revoke the order of 
expulsion, and a refusal to designate a special representative with 
whom Mr. Oliver might confer m the United States. The Foreign 
Office suggested informally, however, that Mr. Oliver might treat 
with the official representative of Mexico in the United States or 
designate a representative to deal on his behalf with the Mexican 
Government in Mexico City. This information was communicated 
to Mr. Oliver who forthwith addressed a letter to the Mexican Am- 
bassador at Washington inquiring with what official he should open 
negotiations looking toward a settlement of his affairs with the 
National Railways of Mexico (^vemment Administration) . To this 
communication the Ambassador replied that any right of action 
should be exercised in Mexico before the competent courts. 

As matters now stand Mr. Oliver cannot have his case tried on 
its merits before the courts of the United States, he cannot appear 
in person in connection with any litigation instituted in the courts 
of Mexico by reason of the expulsion order still in force, he cannot 
negotiate with a special representative of the Government of Mexico 
in the United States because the Mexican Government declines to 
designate such a representative, and he cannot negotiate with the 
diplomatic representatives of the Government of Mexico in the United 
States because when approached the latter refer him to the Mexican 
courts. 

The Department of State does not desire to pass upon the merits 
of the controversy. It believes, however, that under the present 
conditions Mr. Oliver is suffering from an injustice which deprives 
him of a proper hearing and which, in the circum^nces the Mexi- 
can Government should be the first to desire to correct. The Depart- 
ment ventures, therefore, to express the how that the case of the 
Oliver Trading Company maybe considered by the Mexican Gov- 
ernment with a view to arriving at some adjustment of the case.” 

When you present aide-m&noire to Foreign Minister please sup- 
port same with your oral representations in same sense; also request 
Foreign Minister to inform you of his dedsion as soon as possible. 
Cable Department a summary of interview with Foreign Minister. 

EsaUDOGG 
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812.115 01 41/21 

The Ambassador in Meosioo {Sheffield) to the Secretary of State 

No. 3776 Mexico, March 1927, 

[Received March 10.] 

Sir: Referring to my telegram No. 82 [55], 4 p. m., of today 
I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy and translation of the 
memorandum received today from the Mexican Foreign OflSice with 
respect to the case of the Oliver Trading Company. 

I have [etc.] James R. Sheffield 


[Enclosure — ^Translation “] 

The Mexican Foreign Office to the Arrterica/n Erribassy 
No. 4231 Memobandtum: 

In the courteous memorandum of the Embassy of the United 
States, dated February 15th,®® it is stated that on account of the 
claim presented in October, 1922, before the courts of New York 
against the Government of Mexico by the American Company styled 
“the Oliver American Trading Company”, which gave rise to the 
attachment of the properties in New York of the Consulate General, the 
Financial Agency, and the National Eailways of Mexico, the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, at the request of the Government of 
Mexico through its Embassy in Washington, used its good offices with 
the appropriate authorities that, as an act of international comity, 
the attachment might be vacated, and that this attitude, sustained 
during the various judicial proceedings, was of prime influence in 
the suit being settled in a manner definitely in favor of the Govern- 
ment of Mexico; 

That, in view of the order of expulsion issued by the Mexican 
Government against Mr. Oliver, sole owner of the Oliver American 
Trading Company, he was deprived of the necessary means of defense, 
in spite of the fact that the American Government requested, without 
obtaining a favorable result, that said order be revoked; 

That, when the informal suggestion of the Department of Foreign 
Eelations was communicated to Mr. Oliver, that he might be able to 
treat with the representative of the Government of Mexico in the 
United States, either a resident of that place or one especially 
appointed for that purpose, Mr. Oliver, upon asking our Embassy 
in Wadiington for the name of the person designated, received the 
reply that his action should be exercised before the competent courts; 

"Not printed. 

“ FUe translation revised. 

“See Department’s telegram No. 31, Feb. 12, to the Ambassador in Mexico, 
P. 280. 
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That, in view of the foregoing, the present status of the matter for 
the Embassy of the United States is as follows: 

That Mr. Oliver can not have his case tried on its merits before 
the courts of the United States ; 

That he can not appear in person in connection with any litigation 
instituted in the courts of Mexico; 

That he can not negotiate with a special representative of the 
Mexican Government in the United States : 

That he can not negotiate with the dmlomatic representatives of 
the Government of Mexico in the United States. 

Under these circumstances the Department of State, without pass- 
ing on the justice or merits of the controversy, believes that under 
present conditions Mr. Oliver is the victim of an injustice which 
deprives him of a personal hearing of his case, and expresses its 
hope that the Mexican Government may take into consideration the 
case of “the Oliver American Trading Company” with a view to 
arriving at some adjustment thereof. 

The Department of Foreign Eelations after having noted the 
contents of the memorandum of the Embassy of the United States 
and having examined the antecedents of the case, states that, with 
due appreciation of the attitude assumed by the Government of the 
United States during the various judicial proceedings instituted by 
“the Oliver American Trading Company”, with the known satis- 
factory result, does not cease to remember, and confirms the protest 
then presented to the Department of State, based upon the error 
of the decision of Judge Kokland®* of New York in the light of 
i-ecognized principles of international law, that a Government can 
not be brought into a legal action except before its own courts, and 
of the immunities which the same law grants to the properties of 
a government located within the territory of a foreign State. 

On the 1st of March, 1920, the American company, “the Oliver 
American Trading Company”, represented by Mr. Howard T. 
Oliver, signed a contract with the management of the National 
Eailways of Mexico which permitted it the use of a special service 
of local engines and foreign freight-cars for hauling its freight. 
It was stipulated that the contract was for a term ending December 
31, 1920. This contract was later extended to June 30, 1921, it being 
established in the extension that the contract would remain in effect 
“until further notice”. 

As the said contract was contrary to article 92 of the railroad 
law, and as Mr. Oliver had not complied with the ^sential obliga- 
tions stipulated therein, to the detriment of the interests of the 
railways and of the public, he was given notice that the agreement 

** 1. e., Judge of Rockland Obunty. 
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was null, a decision which he did not want to accept, on grounds 
too numerous to mention. 

The management of the National Eailways, demonstratiug a con- 
ciliatory spirit, informed Mr. Oliver that it was willing to enter 
upon negotiations; but this proposition was rejected by him in 
offensive terms. The Board of Directors of the railways, in view 
of the attitude assumed by Mr. Oliver, and wishing to bring the 
matter to a conclusion, placed the facts before the Attorney General, 
who, through the Department of Justice and in representation of the 
Mexican Government and of the National Railways administered 
by it, brought civil suit against the Oliver American Trading Com- 
pany, based upon the contract signed in 1920 and demanded the 
pecuniary adjustment of the case. The Oliver American Trading 
Company was notified through its representative, Mr. Oliver, of 
the above-mentioned suit on September 9, 1921, and not only was 
notice of said suit served personally on Mr. Oliver, but he also 
presented a demurrer on the 12th of the said month and year, stated 
that notices could be sent to Rooms 505-511, Edificio de la Mutua, 
Avenida 5 de Mayo numero 2, and authorized his attorney to receive 
subsequent notices, according to the records of the proceedings of 
the case. 

On the 16th of September, 1921, this same Oliver continued to 
deal personally with the lawsuit under reference, for on that day 
he presented and was granted an appeal against two writs issued by 
the Third Supernumerary District Court. 

Later, on October 22, 1921, Oliver gave as his address for the 
receiving of notices, in place of the address previously indicated, 
casa numero 13 de la San Juan de Latr&n of this capital, 

where said notices were thenceforth served. 

Lastly, it is also shown that Oliver also personally intervened in the 
attachment of furniture which the Agent of the Department of Justice 
issued as a precautionary measure. 

The foregoing, all based upon legal acts, shows that Mr, Oliver ap- 
plied to the Mexican courts for the decision of the matter he had 
pending with the National Railways, not only taking personal part 
in the suit and bringing various writs of appeal in his own defense, 
but also naming his representative and his domicile, in accordance 
with requirements of article 1069 of the Commercial Code; and, as 
the notice of suit was served personally upon the defendant, he agreed, 
according to the provisions of articles 932 and 933 of the Code of Civil 
Proceedings, to continue the case before the judge who summoned him. 

Therefore, Mr. Oliver had recourse to the Mexican laws and courts, 
being heard and having legal defenses at his disposal, since he had 
refused to n^otiate with the railways with respect to the contract. 
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This being the case, Mr. Oliver removed to the United States, aban- 
doning of his own free will the lawsuit under reference, the regular 
proceedings of which continued as indicated by the Mexican laws; and 
in place of continuing to handle his affairs in Mexico, he brought suit 
towards the end of October, 1922, in New York, against the Mexican 
Government for the same cause, which had already been placed before 
the Mexican courts (whose jurisdiction, I repeat, Mr. Oliver had ac- 
cepted) , attempting with said lawsuit to produce special consequences, 
and launching, moreover, a campaign of defamation and discredit 
against Mexico ; supervening facts which, in accordance with the rela- 
tive legal provisions, caused the order for his expulsion to be issued 
because his residence in Mexico was considered undesirable. 

The foregoing unquestionably demonstrates that the rigorous and 
perfectly justifiable attitude which the Mexican Government assumed 
against Oliver was not for the purpose of depriving him of the neces- 
sary means of defense, for he made opportune preparations and could 
always name a legal proxy who would, in his name, continue the suit 
begun by the railways, or exercise the legal rights to which he might 
be considered entitled and defend himself in the suit brought against 
him. Therefore, the qualifying word inyuatice, applied to the expul- 
sion of Mr. Oliver, must be attributed only to a deficient knowledge of 
the circumstances surrounding this case. 

11,6 Ministry of Foreign Affairs takes the liberty likewise to correct 
the statement, that there has existed a suggestion on its part, official 
or unofficial, to appoint a representative who should come to an agree- 
ment with Oliver in the United States; for, aside from the fact that 
this Ministry is sure that such a suggestion was not made in any form 
whatever, it seems unusual that a Goveimment should name an official 
representative who should go abroad to deal with an individual over 
a private matter — ^a matter, moreover, which was already before the 
Mexican courts and amenable to their decision. 

In spite of all that has been stated above, the President of the Re- 
public, not wishing in any case to be accused of committing an arbi- 
trary act, has granted permission for Mr. Oliver to come to Mexico for 
the duration of a period which may be reasonably judged necessary 
for the exercise of the rights to which he may consider him^lf 
entitled with regard to the affairs of the company which he repre- 
sents. 

For this purpose, the necessary orders have been issued so that the 
competent authorities may permit the entrance into the country of 
Mr. Oliver, under the conditions indicated. 

Mexico, Mceroh 4, 19^. 
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312.115 01 41/21 : Telegram 

The Secretary' of State to the Ambassador in Mer^oo {Sheffield) 

Washington, April 7, 1927 — 3 p, m. 

84. Your despatch 3775, March 4, 1927. The Department has dis- 
cussed with Mr. Oliver and his attorneys the response made by the 
Mexican Government to your aide memoire of February 15 regarding 
the Oliver case, and has received from them further information 
which it believes might advantageously be discussed with the Mex- 
ican authorities. You are therefore authorized at your earliest 
convenience orally to discuss this case again at the Foreign Office 
along the following lines provided you see no objection: 

1. Point out that this Government is gratified that the President 
of Mexico in suspending the operation of the decree of expulsion 
against Mr. Oliver has given such unmistakable evidence of the 
desire of the Mexican Government to remove the obstacles which 
have been depriving Mr. Oliver of an opportunity to arrive at an 
adjustment of his case. 

2. State that this Government does not desire to pass upon or discuss 
the merits of Mr. Oliver’s case, or to become involved in a discussion 
of the litigation in 1921 in the Mexican courts, but, as stated in your ^ 
memorandum of February 16, 1927, is interested in having this case 
adjusted. 

3. Eefer again to the helpful and sympathetic reception which 
the Department afforded to the requests of the Mexican authorities 
during the pendency of the litigation in the courts in the United 
States, and outlined in your aide memoire of February 15. 

4. Point out that helpful as the action of the President has been 
in suspending the expulsion decree, it does not completely, meet 
the situation. State that according to the information which has 
been furnished to the Department by Mr. Oliver it appears that the 
Mexican authorities through their attorneys in New York engaged 
in negotiations with Mr. Oliver in 1922 and 1923 looking to the 
friendly settlement of the case of the Oliver American Trading 
Company, and that a proposed plan of settlement was approved by 
the President of Mexico and communicated by Mr, Pesqueira to Mr. 
Felix, the Financial Agent of Mexico in New York, in a telegram 
dated December 22, 1922. A copy of this telegram was given by 
the attorneys for the Mexican authorities to the attorneys for Mr. 
Oliver, and was taken by the latter to constitute a clear indication 
of the desire of the Mexican authorities to settle the case. A copy 
of this telegram and an affidavit by a member of the firm of attorneys 
who repre^nted Mr. Oliver in these negotiations have been submitted 
to the Department.*® tvom this evidence it appears that the arrange- 


Aflidavit not printed. 



268 FOREIGK RELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME III 

ment consisted of two parts, first, an agreement that that portion 
of the Oliver Trading Company’s claim which was susceptible of 
exact proof (amounting to about $700,000) was admitted by the 
Mexican authorities and would be paid without further question 
upon submission of the necessary vouchers, and second, that the 
remainder of the claim (amounting to about $360,000) which was 
composed of unliquidated items for damages sustained from loss of 
future business, loss of good will, et cetera, would be submitted to 
arbitration. Although the Department understands that this ar- 
rangement was effected by duly authorized representatives of the 
Mexican Government, namely, Messrs. Hardin and Hess„ and was 
relied on by Mr. Oliver’s attorneys in consenting to the extension of 
time requested by the Mexican authorities, its provisions have never 
been carried out, 

6. Point out that in view of these negotiations which took place 
after the litigation in the Mexican courts in 1921, to which the 
Foreign Office memorandum referred, and in view of the statement 
contained in the telegram of December 22, 1922, to the effect that 
the Mexican authorities “must endeavor to arrive at a reasonable 
settlement with the Oliver Company in order to prove not only the 
good faith and just attitude of our Government with regard to this 
claim which has indisputable grounds, but also to take advantage of 
the settlement for the establishment of a precedent in the courts,” 
the Mexican Government might be disposed to waive teclinical con- 
siderations and authorize its attorneys or financial agent in New 
York to take the matter up with the attorneys for the Oliver Ameri- 
can Trading Company at the point where it was left in 1923, You 
may state that such action would undoubtedly facilitate the settle- 
ment of the question on its merits and would be welcomed by the 
Government of the United States as further evidence of the desire 
of the Government of Mexico to see that justice and equity are 
done to Mr, Oliver and the Oliver American Trading Company, 

6. You should make it clear that the Government of the United 
States, while not passing upon the merits of Mr. Oliver’s claim or 
espousing it as a diplomatic claim, is bringing it to the attention of 
the Mexican authorities in this informal and friendly way because it 
appears to be a case calling for consideration by the Government of 
Mexico in some appropriate manner. 

7, For your information and such use as may seem appropriate 
the Department quotes below the text of a translation of the telegram 
of December 22, 1922, from Pesqueira to Felix referred to above: 

“The President has resolved that Boberto V. Pescpieira take charge 
of the Oliver case according to the following memorandum approv^ 
OT him : ‘The claim of the Oliver Trading Company is at present in the 
Federal Court of the United States of America. The plan the gov- 



eminent proposes to carry must take place before the sixth of January 
and accordingly it is necessary to act immediately for on this date a 
judgment will be entered by default unless some definite cotirse of 
action is previously decided and approved upon. The Oliver Trading 
Companj7 and its lawyers have shown their desire to enter into 
negotiations with a view to effect a settlement, provided the negotia- 
tions are started upon a reasonable basis. ThOT wish that *^ur- 
ances be given to them that the attitude of the Govenunent will be 
to discuss the subject in good faith so as to settle the claim of the 
Oliver Trading Company and that it is not our purpose to enter 
into discussions with the sole view of gaining time. My opinion is 
that we must endeavor to arrive at a reasonable settlement with the 
Oliver Company in order to prove not only the good faith and just 
attitude of our Government with regard to this daim which has in- 
disputable grounds, but also to take advantage of the settlement for 
the establishment of a precedent in the Courts. A jirecedent of this 
nature would be of great help in all future litigations that might 
arise. Therefore I propose the following method: That I represent 
the Government. The Oliver to name a good meaning representative 
as for example General Ryan who alrea<5?’ has expressed his willing- 
ness to accept. The arbiters will carefully study the disputed points 
under the advice of their lawyers and will endeavor by amicable 
discussion to find a just basis of settlement. Once this basis has been 
determined the matter will remain pending until the suit of the Oliver 
Trading has been taken to the Federal Court and a favorable sentence 
has been entered on the protest made by the Government through the 
Department of State. We propose to obtain a verdict whereby the 
court declares itself incompetent to try a suit against the United Mexi- 
can States. This naturally would be of great a^antage to us inasmuch 
as otherwise it would be very difficult for us to obtain a precedent 
of this nature with the promptness this one affords. Such precedent 
would also tend to prevent the presentation of other claims by persons 
who may have intentions to try alleged claims before the courts.’ 
Please communicate with Messrs. Harding and Hess.” 

EjeuxoGO 


S12.U5 01 41/28 

The Ambassador in Memoo {Shefiield) to the Seoretary of State 

No. 4045 Mexico, May 3, m7. 

[Received May 9.] 

Sir: Referring to my despatch No. 3957 of April 12, 1927,*® report- 
ing the representations I made on that date to the Minister of For- 
eign Affairs with regard to the case of the Oliver- American Trading 
Company, I have the honor herewith to enclose for the Department’s 
information copy with translation of a memorandum dated April 29, 
last, which I have received from the Foreign Office with reference 
to the aide memoire left with the Minister of Foreign Affairs on 
April 12. 

I have [etc.] James R. Sheitoxd 


"Not printed. 
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[Enclosure — Translation 

The Mexican Foreign Office to the American Emhassg 

No, 7144 

The Department of Foreign Relations refers to the courteous 
memorandum of the Embassy of the United States of America, No. 
1899, of the 12th instant, wherein, in the case of Mr. Oliver, the 
American Government recognizes as an unmistakable evidence of 
the desire of the Mexican Government to give to Mr. Oliver an op- 
portunity to settle his case the fact that it suspended the effects 
of the decree of expulsion against him; but, it states, that notwith- 
standing this helpful action of the President of the Republic in 
suspending the effects of the said decree, this, in its opinion, does 
not completely meet the situation since, according to information 
furnished to the Department of State by Mr. Oliver, it appears that 
the Mexican authorities, through their attorneys, engaged in nego- 
tiations with Mr. Oliver in 1922 and 1928 for a friendly settlement 
of his case. 

According to the memorandum mentioned, the said proposed plan 
of settlement was approved by the President of the Republic and com- 
municated by Senor Pesqueira to Sehor F61ix, the Financial Agent 
of Mexico in New York in a telegram dated December 22, 1922, and 
a copy of the text of that message, as well as of the aflSdavit of a 
member of the firm of attorneys who represented Mr. Oliver were 
submitted to the Department of State. 

It is added, that in view of these negotiations, subsequent to the 
litigation before the Mexican authorities in 1921, the Embassy of the 
United States of America believes that the Mexican Government 
would be disposed, perhaps, to disregard technical considerations and 
to authorize its attorneys or the Financial Agent to take up the mat- 
ter with the attorneys of Mr. Oliver, it being added, fiinally, that 
although the Government of the United States does not pass upon 
the merits of the Oliver claim and does not espouse it as a diplomatic 
claim, it presents it to the consideration of the Mexican Government 
in an informal and friendly way, because it appears to be a case 
deserving appropriate attention. 

The Department of Foreign Relations has duly noted the contents 
of the said memorandum No. 1899 of the 12th instant and has the 
honor to state that the President of the Republic agreed to order 
the suspension of the expulsion of Mr. Oliver precisely for the pur- 
pose of aiding him in settling his affairs in Mexico, taking into ac- 
count the spirit of friendship in which the representation was made 
and the statement of the Embassy of the United States, now re- 
peated, not to pass upon the merits of the case. 


^ Me translation revised. 



Kegarding the possibility of a direct settlement between Mr. 
Oliver and the Mexican Government, the Department of Foreign 
Affairs thinks that as there is in question a controversy regarding 
compliance with obligations and the exercise of rights of a purely 
civil character, the settlement thereof should be entrusted to the 
Mexican courts which, moreover, have already intervened in one 
aspect of the question and recently handed down a decision with all 
its legal effects. 

As for the antecedents which it is sought to adduce as a basis for 
the direct settlement of this matter between Oliver and the Mexican 
Government, the Department of Foreign Relations hastens to declare 
that Senor Pesqueira, in relation to this case, was not commissioned 
either ofBlcially or unofficially to settle it, as it was still pending settle- 
ment in the American courts at the time to which the copy of the 
telegram refers, and, therefore, his acts have no binding force what- 
ever for the Mexican Government. 

It seems useless, moreover, to pass ©n the probative value of an 
affidavit of Oliver’s attorneys, who, in his name, and at his expense, 
intervened in the said case. 

The Department of Foreign Relations has the honor again to 
recommend to the Embassy of the United States the expediency of 
reminding Mr. Oliver that the Mexican courts are qualified to take 
cognizance of his case in conformity with the applicable legal pre- 
cepts, and that for this purpose he will enjoy the guarantees and 
facilities granted by our laws.®® 

Mexico, AfrU^ 29, 1927. 

" On December 23, 1927, tbe Department was informed by Mr. Oliver that he 
was leaving for Mexico City. (File No. 312.115 0141/33b.) 

In despatch No. 313, Jan. 31, 1928 (file No. 312.115 0141/36), the Ambassador 
in Mexico reported that upon Mr. Oliver’s arrival in Mexico, the Embassy, in 
accordance with telegraphic instruction No. 273. Nov. 25, 1927 (file No. 
312.116 01 41/29) , lent its good ofSces “in bringing Mr. Oliver and the Mexican 
Government together to discuss and If possible settle the controversy.” Mr. 
Oliver, however, failed to secure a settlement of his claim. 

None of the above-mentioned communications is printed. 
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MOROCCO 

NEGOTIATIONS CONCERNING CLAIMS AND PROPOSED AMERICAN 
RECOGNITION OF THE SPANISH ZONE IN MOROCCO * 

881.00/134{S 

The Assistami Secretary of State {Oastle) to the Chief of the Division 
of 'Western European Affairs (Maariner) 

[Washington,] June 19^. 

Mb. Mabeinee: The Spanish Ambassador took up with me today 
the question of taxes in the Spanish Zone and possible American 
recognition of the Zone which would include giving up capitulations. 
He spoke of a note from the Department of December 11, 1924,* in 
which we said the matter was being given serious consideration, but 
that serious consideration had not been followed up. He said he 
hoped very much before he leaves on June 23rd we might be able to 
write a note saying just what we would be willing to do in this 
matter of recognition. He said he understood it was closely related 
to the question of claims, but that he would like to have something 
definite to say to his Government when he gets back to Spain. This 
is a matter which I hope can be carried through. 

W. K. 0[asxije,] Jr. 


452.11/198 

The Spanish Charge (Amoedo) to the Secretary of State 

[Translation] 

No. 72-11 Washington, JzUy 38^, 1 $ B 7 . 

Mr. Seoretart: Your Excellency will no doubt remember that 
during the course of the visit which the Ambassador of his Catholic 
Majesty at Washington had the honor to pay you on the 20th of May 
of this year the question was discussed of the possibility that the 
United States Government would accede to the legitimate demands 
of Spain, not only with regard to the levying of certain t^xes on 
American subjects and proteges residing in the J&ne of the Spanish 

* For correspondence previously printed regarding recognition of the Spanish 
zone in Morocco, see Foreign Belationa, 1917, pp. 1096-1096; ihid., 1^, vol. H, 
pp. 586-696; and 1926, vol. n, pp. 716 ff. 

®Not printed. 
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protectorate in Morocco, but would accede also to the official recog- 
nition of our protectorate in Morocco by the United States Govern- 
ment, and Your Excellency having said that the first step necessary 
was that His Majesty’s Government should settle certain claims of 
American citizens and proteges connected with Spanish Morocco, I 
have the honor to inform Your Excellency that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment is ready to study in the spirit of the broadest good will the 
claims above mentioned. Wherefore it wishes that they be stated 
anew and in a concrete manner, together with the latest views of the 
Government of the United States, so that it may study them and arrive 
at an early decision in the matter. 

I avail myself [etc.] Mabiano Akobdo 

452.11/198 

The Secretary of State to the Diplomatic Ag&ni and Consul General 

at Tangier {Blake') 

No. 438 Washington-, October IS, 1927. 

Sm: On July 26, 1927, the Spanish Embassy by formal note raised 
the question of American recognition of the Spanidi protectorate in 
Morocco. 

Hitherto American recognition has been withheld pending an equi- 
table settlement of American claims arising in the Spanish zone and 
the restoration of law and order in that zone. 

The question of American claims was discussed in your despatch 
No. 246 ISSS] of November 22, 1921,® and in your telegram of August 
18, 1926, 3 p. m.* However, in order that the Department may be in 
a position adequately to discuss the question of American claims in the 
Spanish zone it is desired that you submit a resum6 of all such claims 
up to date with such recommendations as to the procedure to be fol- 
lowed in their examination as you may deem appropriate. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State : 

W. E. Castub, Jr. 

462.11/198 

The Secretary of State to the Spanish Ambassador {PadMa) 

Washington, November 7, 19^, 

Exmnr.T.urK itr; I have the honor to refer to the Note of your Embassy 
dated July 26 regarding the question of official recognition on the part 
of this Government of the Spanish Protectorate in that part of Morocco 
commonly known as the Spanish Zone, and I take pleasure in repeating 

•Not printed. 

‘Foreign Relations, 1926, vol. n, p. 729. 
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to you previous assurances to the effect that this Government will be 
glad to give prompt and sympathetic consideration to this matter as 
soon as a satisfactory settlement of the outstanding claims of American 
citizens and proteges in cases arising in connection with the Spanish 
Zone has been agreed upon. 

The claims in question are on file with the American Diplomatic 
Agency at Tangier which was instructed some time ago to submit a 
complete and up-to-date list thereon, a copy of which will be 
transmitted to you as soon as the Agency’s report has been received. 

I have not failed to note the suggestion of Mr. Amoedo of your Em- 
bassy that these claims be examined by an American-Spanish Commis- 
sion sitting in Madrid, but I am inclined to the belief that they could 
be more effectively and satisfactorily dealt with in Tangier by a Com- 
mission consisting of the Spanish Consul General in Tangier and the 
American Diplomatic Agent. In this connection I may point out that 
an analogous procedure was followed in our negotiations with France 
on a similar subject, and that its results were found to be eminently 
satisfactory to both Governments. 

Should your Government find this proposal as to procedure accept- 
able, I shall be glad to authorize the American Diplomatic Agent in 
Tangier to proceed to examine the claims in question with the Spanish 
Consul General at Tangier, and to sign a joint report of findings and 
reconunendations to be submitted to the respective Governments for 
their consideration. I may add that I am confident that such a report 
would afford a suitable basis for the adjustment of the matter in a 
manner satisfactory to both our Governments. 

Accept [etc.] Frank B. Kjeixogg 


462.11/198 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Diflomatio Agent and Consul General 

ai Tangier {Blake) 

Washington, Novernher 7, 19 ^ 7—2 f . m. 

9. Department mail instruction 438, October 18. Please expedite. 
The Department has suggested to the Spanish Embassy here that 
the claims be examined by a Commission consisting of you and the 
Spanish Consul General at Tangier and that you draw up a joint 
report of findings and recommendations to be submitted to the two 
Governments. Upon receipt of a reply from the Spanish Embassy 
telegraphic instructions will be addressed to you. 


KeUiOOO 



NETHERLANDS 


PROPOSAL TO ALLOCATE TO THE NETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT 
THE FORMER GERMAN YAP-MENADO CABLE* 

8621.73/80 

The Netherlands Charge ("Fan Asch van 'Wych') to the Secretary 

of State 

[Translation] 

No. 367 Washington, Felrimry 1927. 

Mr, Secretary of State: By order of my Government I have the 
honor to address Your Excellency in the following matter. 

As is known to the Government of the United States, Germany, 
under Article 244 and Annex VII of Part VIII of the Treaty of Peace 
of Versailles of June 28, 1919,^ renounced in its name and in the name 
of its nationals, for the benefit of the Principal Allied and Associated 
Powers, all rights, titles and privileges of all kinds held by it on 
various cables or parts of submarine cables. 

Among those cables enumerated in the above mentioned Annex were 
those of the Germano-Netherlands Telegraph Company, called the 
‘‘Deutsch-Niederlandische Telegraphengesellschaft A. G”, namely the 
Tap~Shanghai, Yap-Guam and Yap-Menado cables. 

The Queen’s Government as early as 1919 took unreservedly the 
ground that with respect to the three above mentioned cables the Dutch 
interests represented in the above named Company should be taken 
into consideration. 

Indeed, as has already been stated (both in the Peace Conference 
and the Reparations Commission and also at the Conference at Wash- 
ington of 1921) the organization of the “Deutsch-Niederlandische 
Telegraphengesellschaft” (to which Netherlands subjects belonged as 
stock and bondholders) and the laying of the three above mentioned 
cables are based on the Germano-Netherlands Treaty of July 24, 1901.’ 
Under that Treaty the rights to the cables enjoyed by the Company 
were restricted by the joint supervision of the Dutch and German 
Governments to which the management of the Company was subjected. 

After the Queen’s Government had, on repeated occasions, caused 
steps to be taken in this case, there was prepared towards the end of 

* CoBtinued froin foreign Relaiions, 1926, vol. it. pp. 762—779. 

*SfalIoy, Treaties, 1910-1928, vol. in, p. 3329, 3428, 3438. 

’British <mA foreign State fapers, voL xciv, p. 695. 

srs 
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1921, during the Washington Conference,* by the representatives of 
the Governments of the United States of America, Great Britain, 
France, Japan, Italy and the Netherlands, an arrangement for the 
allotment under certain conditions of the Yap-Menado cable to the 
Netherlands.' 

That arrangement, however, because of a reservation, among others 
that were already filed in Washington, by the Italian Government, 
never was carried into effect. Notwiths1a,nding the many steps taken 
by the Queen’s Government after the above mentioned Conference 
and in spite of the fact that the German Government, in December, 
1924, was pleased to inform the Keparation Commission that it would 
agree that the value of the Yap— Menado cable be not credited to 
Germany in the Eeparation accoimt, the recognition of the lawful 
Dutch rights remained without effect. 

At the present time the nature of the injured interest no longer 
permits that the Dutch Government be satisfied with the allotment 
of the cable which had been provided. On the strength of Para- 
graph 20 of Annex II of Part VUE of the Treaty of Versailles 
and in view of the German Government’s attitude concerning the 
value of the Yap-Menado cable being credited to the Reparation 
account, the Government of the Queen, deeming it expedient to 
arrive at a final solution after so many years, has the honor to 
claim, in place of the allotment of the cable, compensation for the 
injured Netherland interests according to the amount of the value 
set upon the Yap-Menado cable by the Reparation Conunission 
(namely according to the information at hand 2,388,671 gold marks) 
plus interest at the rate of five percent per annum from the firet of 
February, 1922, on which date the Washington arrangement could in 
reason have been ratified. 

The Netherlands Government has instructed its diplomatic repre- 
sentatives to take similar steps with the Governments of Great 
Britain, France, Japan and Italy and feels assured that the Govern- 
ment of the United States and the other Governments above named 
are ready to take fair action on that request. 

It is clear that this solution could in no wise affect the right to 
land at Menado which belongs to the Netherlands sovereignty and 
was expressly reserved in the above mentioned Germano-Netherlands 
Treaty of 1901. 

Begging Your Excellency kindly to let me know what attitude 
the Government of the United States will see fit to take concerning 
the proposed solution, I take [etc.]. 

H. VAST Asoh van Wtck 

* Conference on the Limitation of Armament, Nor. 12, 1921-Feb. 6, 1822. 

•See memorandum by the Under Secretary of State, Mar. 25, 191tZ, Forviffn 
Relations, 1926, vol. n, p. 762. 
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8621.73/80 

The Secretary of State to the British Ambassador {noward) 

Washington, March 15, 1827. 

ExcEiLiiBNCT : I have the honor to refer to this Department’s notes 
of September 15, November 16, and December 12, 1925, and to your 
notes Nos. 971 and 1059 dated November 4, and December 10, 1925, 
and to Mr. Chilton’s note No. 1100 dated December 29, 1925,® con- 
cerning the resumption of meetings of the Committee to allocate the 
former German cables and with respect to the proposal that the 
Yap-Menado cable be transferred to the Netherlands Government 
in order to facilitate a settlement between the German-Netherlands 
Telegraph Company and its creditors and to state that in reply to 
inquiries addressed to the French, Italian, and Japanese Govern- 
ments, notes have been received from the diplomatic representatives 
of these Governments in Washington as follows : 

On November 3, 1925, Mr. Daeschner, the French Ambassador 
replied to this Department’s notes suggesting that the meetings of 
the First Committee of the Washington Conference of 1920 be re- 
sumed on November 10, 1925. The Ambassador’s reply has been 
translated as follows : 

[Here follows the text of the Ambassador’s note printed in 
Foreign Relations, 1926, volume II, page 771.] 

On December 28, 1926 the French Ambassador forwarded a note 
concerning the proposal to transfer the Yap-Menado cable without 
delay to the Government of the Netherlands which has been 
translated as follows : 

[Here follows the text of the Ambassador’s note printed in Foreign 
Relations, 1926, volume II, page 776.] 

On November 16, 1925 the Italian Ambassador called at the De- 
partment and stated that he had been designated to attend the meeting 
of the First Committee and desired to knot? when a meeting would be 
called. With respect to the allocation of the Pacific cables he stated 
that the Italian Government desired that questions relating to the 
distribution of the former German cables in the Atlantic Ocean as 
well as the questions relating to the former German cables in the Pacific 
should be settled definitely at the same time. 

On February 13, 1926 the Italian Ambassador replied as follows 
respecting the proposal to transfer the Yap-Menado cable to the 
Netherlands: 

[Here follows the pertinent portion of the Ambassador’s note printed 
in Foreign Relations, 1926, volume II, page, 778.] 

For tho Pepo.rtnient^s note of Dec. 12, 1925, and Mr. Chilton’s note No. 
1190'<rfl>ec.29, 1^, 1^ F6reign BeUtimt, 1^, VOl. il, pp, 774 and 775; the other 
notes are ixot prated. 
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On September 28, 1925 the Japanese Ambassador referred to the 
suggestion that a meeting of the First CSommittee of the Preliminary 
Conference on Electrical Communications of 1920 be held with a view 
to reaching an agreement respecting the final allocation of the former 
German cables in the Atlantic Ocean and stated that the Japanese 
Government was ready to resume the meeting of the Committee and 
to appoint the Ambassador as its representative at the Conference. 
The Japanese Ambassador addressed a note to this Department on 
January 8, 1926, in which he referred to the Department’s note of 
December 12, 1925, concerning the transfer of the Yap-Menado cable 
to the Netherlands Government and made the following statements: 

[Here follows the text of the Ambassador’s note printed in Foreign 
Relations^ 1926, volume II, page 776.] 

You were good enough to inform me of the views of Your Grovem- 
ment in the notes of your Embassy above mentioned. 

On account of the views expressed by the interested governments 
it appeared desirable to arrange for the holding of a meeting of the 
First Committee of the Preliminary Conference on Electrical Com- 
munications and that further action was not practicable pending a 
meeting of the First Committee. Informal discussions concerning the 
Brest-Azores-New York cable took place with the French Ambassa- 
dor, Mr. Berenger, before his departure from Washington and an 
expression of the views of the French Government in this regard is 
still awaited. 

I have now received a note dated February 5, 1927 from the Nether- 
lands Charge d’ Affaires ad interim at this capital presenting a claim 
in behalf of Netherlands subjects interested in these cables, in the 
amount of 2,388,671 gold marks plus interest at the rate of five per 
cent per annum from the first of February 1922, on account of the dam- 
ages sustained by Netherlands subjects with respect to the Yap- 
Menado cable. I enclose a translation of the note received from the 
Netherlands Charge d’Affaires and invite your attention to the fact 
that it is stated that similar instructions have been sent to the Nether- 
lands diplomatic representatives accredited to the Governments of 
Great Britain, France, Japan and Italy. 

This Government has acknowledged the receipt of the note of the 
Netherlands Charge d’Affaires and has stated that the matter would 
be given consideration. I should be pleased if you would be so good as 
to advise me whether your Government has replied to the communi- 
cation which it is xmderstood was addressed to it by the Netherlands 
diplomatic representative accredited to your Government and to 
receive also an expression of your views in the matter. 

In this connection I desire to state that this Government would 
have no objection to the opening of the Yap-Menado cable to traffic 


Supra, 
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and its operation, by the Dutch Government pending a definite allo- 
cation of the former Grerman cables. 

I shall also be grateful if you will be so good as to advise me 
whether you wiU be prepared to attend a meeting of the First Com- 
mittee if this Government can make arrangements for it. 

Similar notes have been addressed to the diplomatic representatives 
at Washington of the Governments of France, Italy and Japan.^ 

Accept [etc.] Feank B. Kbixogo 

8821.T3/81 

The British Ambassador (Howard) to the Secretary of State 

No. 213 Washington, March SI, 19S7. 

Sm: I have the honour to refer to your note No. 8621.73/64 
{S6Bi.7S/80'\ of March 15th last, in the course of which you referred 
to a proposal on the part of the Netherlands Government that the 
claims of Dutch nationals in respect of the Yap cables should be met 
by a cash payment, and enquired what attitude His Majesty’s 
Government had adopted thereto. 

I am now instructed to inform you that, in reply to a note addressed 
to them by the Netherlands Minister on January 24th last on this 
subject. His Majesty’s Government stated that the proposal that 
these claims should be satisfied by a cash payment is likely to give 
rise to insuperable difficulties, and that the only solution of the ques- 
tion on which general agreement between the Powers concerned is 
likely to be reached is that provisionally agreed to at the Washington 
Conference in 1922, namely that the Yap-Menado cable should be 
handed over to the Netherlands Government in full settlement of the 
claims in respect of Dutch interests in all three Yap cables. 

His Majesty’s Government have furthermore pointed out to Mr. 
van Swinderen that the German Government in October 1925 ex- 
pressed the desire that the transfer of the Yap-Menado cable should 
take place without delay, and that, so far as His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment are concerned, it is not desired to raise any objection to the 
immediate transfer of the cable provided that the French, Italian, 
Japanese and United States Governments concur in that course. 

In bringing the foregoing information to your notice, I have the 
honour to add that His Majesty’s Government consider it very 
desirable that a solution of the question in the manner provisionally 
agreed at the Washington Conference in 1922 should be reached as 
soon as possible, and that havipg long since expressed their acqui- 
escence in the immediate transfer of the Yap-Menado cable to Holland, 
they cannot be expected in any event to assume responsibility for 


* Dated Harcb 15, 1927 ; none printed. 
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any part of the pecuniary claim, which the Netherlands Govermnent 
have now put forward as a consequence of the delay in effecting such 
transfer. 

In answer to your enquiry in the last paragraph of your note 
under reference, as to whether I would be prepared to attend a meet- 
ing of the First Committee of the Washington Conference of 1920, 
if and when the United States Government can make arrangements 
for the resumption of its meetings, I have the honour to invite ref- 
erence to Mr. Chilton’s note No. 749 of August 18th, 1926,® in which 
he informed you that His Majesty’s Government regarded it as 
desirable that the Committee should meet as soon as possible, and 
that they proposed to appoint me as their representative at the 
meetings which, so far as they were concerned, might take place at 
any date suitable to the convenience of the other interested govern- 
ments. 

I have [etc.] Esmb Howabd 


8821.73/84 

• 

The British Ambassador {Howard) to the Secretary of State 

No. 302 Washington, May S, 19^. 

Sm: With reference to my note No. 213 of March 31st, last, I have 
the honour to inform you, under instructions from His Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that His Majesty’s 
Government consider that the Tap-Menado cable should be handed 
over at once to the Netherlands Government without waiting for the 
resumption of the work of the First Committee of the Washington 
Conference of 1920. 

I have [etc.] 

(For the Ambassador) 

H. G. Chilton 


8621.73/84 

The Seoreta/ry of State to the British Ambassador {Howard) 

Wasbonoion, May 16, IQSft. 

Exoellenot: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Embassy’s notes No. 213 and No. 302, dated March 31 and May 2, 
1927, concerning the transfer of the Yap-Menado cable to the Neth- 
erlands Government. It is observed that His Majesty’s Government 
considers that the Yap— Menado cable should be handed over at once 
to the Netherlands Government without waiting for the resumption 


*Not printed. 
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of the work of the First Committee of the Washington Conference 
of 1920. 

I have received a communication dated April 26, 1927, from the 
J apanese Ambassador at this Capital ® in reply to the note which I 
forwarded to him on March 15, last, concerning this matter. The 
Japanese Ambassador states that his Government has not as yet sent 
a reply to the Netherlands Government and is not able to consent to 
the claims of that Government, which the Japanese Government be- 
lieves would eventually necessitate a change in the provisions of the 
American- Japanese Agreement of 1921 in regard to the former Ger- 
man cables in the Pacific and give rise to various complications rela- 
tive to the question of their disposition which has already been set- 
tled. The Ambassador adds that he is authorized to attend a meeting 
of the First Committee if it is called. 

As replies have not been received to this Government’s notes of 
March 16 to the diplomatic representatives at Washington of the 
Governments of France and Italy a further commimication is being 
addressed to them setting forth the views expressed in the notes 
from your Embassy and in the note received from the Japanese Am- 
bassador on this subject and urging them to expedite action with 
respect to the matter. 

Accept [etc.] Frank B. Keliogm? 


8621.73/90 

The British Ambassador {Howard) to the Secretary of State 

No. 542 Washington, September 28^ 1927, 

SxE : With reference to my note No. 302 of May 2nd last, informing 
you that His Majesty’s Government considered that the Yap-Menado 
cable should be handed over at once to the Netherlands Government, 
I have the honour to draw attention to recent conversations between 
Mr, Vallance of the Legal Division of the State Department and 
Mr. Wright, then Resident Secretary at Washington, in which Mr. 
Vallance stated that it might be necessaiy to embody the assent of 
the United States Government to transfer the cable in question in 
a draft treaty to be submitted to the United States Senate for ap- 
proval. I duly brought Mr. Vallance’s remarks on this head to the 
attention of His Britannic Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs who now informs me that in the event of the 
United States Government considering that their assent to the said 
transfer requires embodiment in treaty form His Majesty’s Govem- 


*Not printed. 

“Neither printed ; see note of the Secretary of State to the British Ambassador, 
Mar. 15, 1927, p. 277. 

“Not printed. 
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ment presume that such a treaty would be a bi-lateral one as between 
the United States Government and the Netherlands Government. 

Furthermore, Mr. Vallance gave Mr. Wright to understand that 
the United States Government were contemplating a proposal 
whereby a meeting of delegates of all the Governments concerned 
should, if possible, be held prior to the forthcoming Eadiotelegraph 
Conference “ to discuss the question of the allocation of the ex- 
German cables as a whole. In this connection, Secretary Sir Austen 
Chamberlain has instructed me to inform you that His Majesty’s 
Government are prepared to appoint a delegate at such a meeting 
on any date that may be fixed. If however the meeting in question 
cannot be held within the next three weeks His Majesty’s Government 
consider it essential that steps should be taken to effect the separate 
transfer of the Yap-Menado cable to the Netherlands Government 
as soon as possible. In any event. His Majesty’s Government having 
on repeated occasions expressed their acquiescence in the transfer of 
the Yap-Menado cable to Holland are not prepared to accept re- 
sponsibility for any claim on the part of the Netherlands Government 
in respect of delay in the transfer. 

I have [etc.] Esme Howahd 


8621 . 78/80 

The Beoreiary of State to the Netherlands Minister {Van Boyem) 

Washington, November S, 1SB7. 

Sm: I have the honor to refer to this Department’s note, dated 
March 14, 1927, and to your Legation’s Aide-Memoire, dated June 24. 
1927,“ concerning the proposed allocation of the Yap-Menado cable 
to your Government in satisfaction of claims of its nationals in 
respect to the German-Netherlands Telegraph Company. 

With respect to your Government’s claim that on account of the 
delay in transferring the Yap-Menado, to the Netherlands, the sum 
of 2,888,671. marks gold should be paid instead of the delivery of 
the cable, “ I regret to inform you that it has not been found possible 
favorably to entertain that request. It is believed that the only 
solution of the question is the delivery of the cable, as a full settle- 
ment of the rights of Netherland nationals. An effort is being made 
to dispose of this matter at a very early date. 

Accept [etc.] Frank B. KEunoa 

“ For text of tte convention signed at the Conference, see v<d. i, n. 288. 

^'Neither printed, 

“ See note from the Netherlands Chargd, No. 367, Feb. 5, 1927, p. 276. 
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S621.T3/89 

The Secretary of State to the British Arribassador {Howard) 

Washington, November 1927. 

ExcEiiLENCr : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note No. 542 dated September 28, 1927, concerning the proposed 
allocation of the Yap— Menado cable to the Government of the 
Netherlands. 

With respect to your observation with regard to the conclusion of 
a bi-lateral treaty between the United States and the Netherlands 
for the transfer of the interests of this Government in the Tap- 
Menado cable, it is suggested that the method by which title to the 
Yap-Menado cable should be transferred to the Netherlands may 
be left for later determination. 

With reference to the suggested meeting of delegates of all the 
governments concerned for the purpose of discussing the question 
of the allocation of all ex-German cables, I am pleased to inform 
you that it appears from the records of this Department that the 
Governments of Italy and Japan have indicated their willingness 
to participate in a meeting for the discussion of this question. The 
Goveriunent of France, however, has not indicated its disposition 
in the matter. Accordingly steps are being taken with a view to 
obtaining a statement from the Government of France whether it 
would be prepared to attend a meeting of the First Committee of 
the Washington Conference of 1920, if and when this Government 
can make arrangements for the resumption of its meetings to con- 
sider the question of the allocation of all former German cables. It 
is hoped that it will be possible to arrange this meeting before the 
International Radiotelegraph Conference, now meeting in Wash- 
ington, terminates its work, as it is considered possible that the gov- 
ernments concerned may desire to designate their representatives now 
attending the Radiotelegraph Conference to assist in the proposed 
Conference. 

In a note dated July 1, 1927,^“ the Charg4 d’Affaires ad interim of 
France in Washington stated that the French Government did not 
find it possible favorably to entertain the request of the Netherlands 
Government that the sum of 2,388,671 marks gold be paid to that 
Government in lieu of the delivery of the Yap-Menado cable. It is 
added that the Government of France believes the only possible solu- 
tion of the question is the delivery of the cable as a full settlement 
of the rights of the Netherlands nationals, and that it acquiesced in 
having the cable delivered immediately upon Germany agreeing not 
to have the value thereof credited to its reparation account. 


Not printed. 
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The Italian Ambassador at this capital informed this Department 
that the Italian point of view concerning the Yap-Menado cable is 
contained in his note dated February 13, 1926,^® wherein it is stated 
that the Koyal Italian Government in confirming its acceptance in 
the main lines of the Fletcher plan, maintained its adhesion to the 
transfer of the Yap-Menado cable to the Netherlands, the cession to 
take place without further delay. 

A further communication is being addressed to the Ambassador of 
Japan with a view to obtaining a more definite statement concern- 
ing the position of the Japanese Government with respect to the early 
transfer of the Yap-Menado- cable to the Netherlands Government. 

Upon the receipt of favorable replies from the French and Japanese 
Governments the necessary steps will be taken to bring about the 
formal transfer of the Yap-Menado cable and also to convene a 
meeting to discuss the question of the allocation of all former German 
cables. 

Accept [etc.] Frank B. Kellogg 


[The Japanese Ambassador informed the Department on Nov. 11, 
1927, that his Government was disposed, subject to certain conditions, 
to consent to temporary operation of the Yap-Menado cable by the 
Government of the Netherlands. On Nov. 12, 1927, the French Am- 
bassador informed the Department that his Government was willing 
that the French delegates to the Eadiotelegraph Conference should 
take part in a meeting of the first committee of the Preliminary Con- 
ference on Electrical Conununications (Preliminary Conference held 
at Washington in 1920) to discuss the question of the allotment of 
the German cables. 

In view of the failure of some of the Governments concerned to 
reach an agreement on points of difference, neither the proposal for 
the allocation of the Yap-Menado cable to the Netherlands nor any 
other proposal was ever adopted.] 


Foreign Relatione^ 1926, vol n, p, 778. 
Not printed. 
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EFFORTS BY THE UNITED STATES TO PRESERVE CONSTITUTIONAL 
GOVERNMENT IN NICARAGUA" 

817.00/4335 ; Telegram 

The Minister m Nicofragua {EherTiardt) to the Secretofry of State 

Maii7Agx7A, December 81^ 19S6—10 p. m. 

[Eeceived 10:40 p. mj] 

259. A conference was held this morning in the Legation at the 
request of the Diaz Government. It was attended by the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, the Minister of Finance, High Commissioner, Deputy 
Collector General of Customs and Manager of the UTational Bank. 
The Government representatives stated the Government was now ab- 
solutely [without] available funds to carry on military operations but 
was determined to hold out against the revolution to the bitter end and 
would as necessity arose resort to all the measures and expedients em- 
ployed by governments in desperate straits such as inflation of the cur- 
rency, capital levies on Liberals first and then indiscriminately and 
ultimately suspension of payments on foreign debts. All the Ameri- 
cans present including myself pointed out the extreme gravity of such 
measures and the disasters they would produce. Government ministers 
replied they understood the .United States was determined not to make 
armed intervention under any circumstances, hence Mexican aid to the 
revolution would continue unchedsed. They therefore only saw the 
alternatives of surrender to Mexico or a fight to the finish. They 
realized the latter course might mean the complete ruin of the country 
and of foreign interests here, all of which they would deeply regret but 
it was for them a question of life or death and of national honor. 
They believed moreover that surrender to Mexico would be equally dis- 
astrous for them regardless of any agreement they might obtain, the 
observance of which would not be guaranteed. Any foreign interven- 
tion ultimately provoked by resort to drastic measures would be prefer- 
able to Mexican domination. 

It was understood at the end of the conference that some $90,000, the 
remainder of the surplus which should go to meet the cost of the Na- 
tional Guard, sanitation and other items during the next half year, 
may be had at once by the Government and a loan of $100,000 secured 

^ Continued from Foreiffn Relations, 1926, vol. n, pp. 780-823, 
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by railway earnings might be arranged. In the meantime plans will 
be carried forward by the Government to take some of the drastic 
measures mentioned above as soon as necessary. 

Diaz would prefer resignation or peace at any price to resort to the 
extreme measures indicated; but the Conservative Party which is 
united and detemuned will in my opinion not give in to the revolution 
and will either impel Diaz to go to extremes or put another in his place 
who will stop at nothing. 

Diaz still expresses hopes that the United States may find some way 
of checking further Mexican and other outside aid to the revolution 
which is believed here to be all that is necessary to bring the Liberals 
to consider peace proposals by Diaz. 

Eberhardt 


817.00/43iS2J : Telegram 

The SeoTetofry of State to the Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) 

[Paraplurase] 

Washington, Jamutry S, 1927—1 p. m. 

2. Legation’s telegrams 268, December 81, 10 p. m.* and 259, Decem- 
ber 31, 10 p. m. In view of Legation’s statements that conditions in 
Managua are serious and that the Legation and American citizens 
have received threats repeatedly, telegraph Department if you deem 
it vital for the proper protection of the Legation and American and 
foreign lives and property that a Legation guard be established in 
Managua, especially in view of statements made by President Diaz 
reported in Legation’s telegram of December 8, 8 a. m.* 

Kellogg 


817.00/4352 : Telegram 

TM Minister m Nicaragua {ElherTiardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, January 4, 1927--aioon, 

[E^ived 10:85 p. m.] 

5. Department’s telegram 2, January 3rd, 1 p. m. President Diaz 
told me today that in view of expedition with arms from 
expected soon to attempt landing on Pacific coast and general situ- 
ation, he ca^ot guarantee protection of American and other foreign 
lives. British and Italian Charges d’Affaires have made representa- 
tions to me that they consider their subjects in imminent peril in the 
present situation without outside protection. I concur in these views 
which represent consensus of opinion here among other 

foreigners and most Nicaraguans. If the establishment of a 

’Not printed. 

* foreign Relations, 1628, vol. u, p. 809. 
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guard should be postponed until crisis develops it would probably 
then be too late to accomplish its purpose. I believe the establish- 
ment of a Legation guard would contribute most effectively towards 
improvement of conditions and ultimate solution. 

Eberhardt 

817.00/4352i : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua {Eb&rhardt) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, January -4, 19^"^ — 6 p. m. 

5. Orders have been issued to the Commander of the Special Service 
Squadron ^ to send a force of marines from the XJ. S. S. Galveston 
to Managua to act as a Legation guard. The Galveston will arrive 
shortly at Corinto. 

This action has been taken (1) in view of statements made by 
President Diaz reported in Legation’s telegrams dated December 8, 
8 a. m., and December 15, 11 a. m.,® soliciting American assistance to 
protect American and foreign lives and property, and (2) the state- 
ment in your telegram number 258 dated December 31, 10 p. m.,® that 
threats directly and by mail have been received repeatedly by members 
of the Legation and other Americans. 

You are instructed to inform President Diaz of the action contem- 
plated. You may add that in view of his statements that he would 
approve in advance any measures which the Government of the 
United States might feel called upon to take to protect the lives and 
property of Americans, the Department feels sure that he will offer 
no objection. 

You are instructed to arrange with President Diaz and the Captain 
of the GcJveston such details as may be necessary in connection with 
the landing of the troops and their transportation to Managua. 

Eeixogg 


817.00/4352 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua {Eberhardt^ 

Washington, Jaimary 6^ 19Z7—S p. m. 

8. Your 6, January 4, noon. Inform commander of Legation 
Guard of representations made by British and Italian Chargfe 
d’Affaires, and forward the text thereof to the Department by next 
pouch.^ 

KniiLoaG 


* Admiral Julian L. Latimer. 

^Foreign Relations, 1920, vol. n, pp. 809 and 811. 

•Not printed, 

^JB'orwarded in despatch No. 332, Jan. 12, 1927 (not printed). 
828422 — 42 — vol. tit 26 
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817.00/4377 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nwaragva, {Eberhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, January 6, 1927 — 7 p. m. 
[Received January 7 — 11 : 10 a. m.] 

8. Legation guard arrived here at noon and it is now on duty. 

Ebrbhardt 


317.66/orig. : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua (Eberhardt) 

Washington, January 7, 1927 — 7 p. m. 

11. The Belgian Ambassador has requested on behalf of his Govern- 
ment that the United States Government afford protection to Belgian 
lives and property in Nicaragua.® You may accord such protection 
to Belgian nationals as may be possible and proper under the cir- 
cumstances. 

Kellogg 


Message of the President of the TJmted States to Congress^ Jan- 
uary 10, 19270 

To 'rmi’. Congress of the Untied States: While conditions in 
Nicaragua and the action of this Government pertaining thereto 
have in general been made public, I think the time has arrived for 
me officially to inform the Congress more in detail of the events 
leading up to the present disturbances and conditions which seriously 
threaten American lives and property, endanger the stability of aU 
Central America, and put in jeopardy the rights granted by Nica- 
ragua to the United States for the construction of a canal. It is 
well known that in 1912 the United States intervened in Nicaragua 
with a large force and put down a revolution,^® and that from that 
time to 1925 a legation guard of American marines was, with the 
consent of the Nicaraguan Government, kept in Managua to protect 
American lives and property. In 1923 representatives of the five 
Central American countries, namely, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Hon- 
duras, Nicaragua, and Salvador, at the invitation of the United 
States, met in Washington and entered into a series of treaties." 
These treaties dealt with limitation of armament, a Central Ameri- 
can tribunal for arbitration, and the general subject of peace and 

® Bequest not printed. 

“ Reprinted from H. Doc. 633, 69th Cong.. 2d sess. 

“ See Foreign Relations, 1912, pp. 1012 ff. 

’^Conference on Central American Affairs, ’Washington, Deceneher 4, 19tt~ 
February 7, 1$SS, AppenOis) (Washington, Government Printing Office, 1928), 
pp. 284 ff . 



NICARAGUA 


289 


amity. The treaty last referred to specifically provides in Article 
n that the Governments of the contracting parties will not recog- 
nize any other government which may come into power in' any of the 
five Republics through a 6oup d?etat or revolution and disqualifies 
the leaders of such coup d’etat or revolution from assuming the presi- 
dency or vice presidency. Article II is as follows : 

“Desiring to make secure in the Republics of Central America 
the benefits which are derived from the maintenance of free insti- 
tutions and to contribute at the same time toward strengthening 
their stability, and the prestige with which they should be surround- 
ed, they declpe that every act, disposition or measure which alters 
the constitutional organization in any of them is to be deemed a 
menace to the peace of said Republics, whether it proceed from any 
public power or from the private citizens. 

“Consequently, the Governments of the Contracting Parties will 
not recognize any other Government which may come into power in 
any of the five Republics through a coup d^etat or a revolution 
against a recognized Government, so long as the freely elected rep- 
resentatives of the people thereof have not constitutionally reorgan- 
ized the country. And even in such a case they obligate themsSves 
not to acknowledge the recognition if any of the persons elected as 
President, Vice-President or Chief of State Designate should fall 
under any of the following heads : 

“1) If he should be the leader or one of the leaders of a coup 
d’etat or revolution, or through blood relationship or marriage, be 
an ascendent or descendent or brother of such leader or leaders. 

“2) If he should have been a Secretary of State or should have 
held some high military command during the accomplishment of the 
coup d’etat, the revolution, or while the election was being carried 
on, or if he should have held this oflB.ce. or command within the six 
months preceding the coup d’etat, revolution, or the election. 

“Furthermore, in no case shall recognition be accorded to a gov- 
ernment which arises from election to power of a citizen expressly 
and unquestionably disqualified by the Constitution of his country 
as eligible to election as President, Vice-President or Chief of State 
designate.” 

The United States was not a party to this treaty, but it was made 
in Washington under the auspices of the Secretary of State, and 
this Government has felt a moral obligation to apply its prin- 
ciples in order to encourage the Central American States in their 
efforts to prevent revolution and disorder. The treaty, it may be 
noted in passing, was signed on behalf of Nicaragua by Emiliano 
Chamorro himself, who afterwards assumed the presidency in viola- 
tion thereof and thereby contributed to the creation of the present 
diflSculty. 

In October, 1924, an election was held in Nicaragua for President, 
Vice President, and members of the Congress. This resulted in the 
election of a coalition ticket embracing Conservatives and Liberals. 

p. 287. 
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Carlos Solorzano, a Conservative Republican, was elected President 
and Juan B. Sacasa, a Liberal, was elected Vice President. This 
Government was recognized by the other Central American countries 
and by the United States.^® It had been the intention of the United 
States to withdraw the marines immediately after this election, and 
notice was given of the intention to withdraw them in January, 
1925.^^ At the request of the President of Nicaragua this time was 
extended to September 1, 1925.'^® Pursuant to this determination and 
notice, the marines were withdrawn in August, 1925,^® and it ap- 
peared at that time as though tranquility in Nicaragua was assured. 
Within two months, however, further disturbances broke out between 
the supporters of General Chamorro and the supporters of the Pres- 
ident, culminating in the seizure of the Loma, a fortress dominating 
the city of Managua.^*^ Once in possession of the Loma, General 
Chamorro dictated an agreement which President Solorzano signed 
the next day. According to the terms of this agreement the Presi- 
dent agreed to substitute supporters of General Chamorro for certain 
members of his cabinet, to pay General Chamorro $10,000 for the 
expenses of the uprising, and to grant amnesty to all those who 
participated in it. Vice President Sacasa thereupon left the country. 
In the meantime General Chamorro, who, while he had not actually 
taken over the oflBice of President, was able to dictate his will to the 
actual Executive, brought about the expulsion from the Congress of 
18 members, on the ground that their election had been fraudulent, 
and caused to be put in their places candidates who had been de- 
feated at the election of 1924. Having thus gained the control of 
Congress, he caused himself to be appointed by the Congress as desig- 
nate on January 16, 1926. On January 16, 1926, Solorzano resigned 
as President and immediately General Chamorro took office. The 
four Central American countries and the United States refused to 
recognize him as President. On January 22 the Secretary of State 
addressed to the Nicaraguan representative in Washington the 
following letter : 

“Dear Doctor Castrillo : 

“In your communication of the 19th instant addressed to the 
Secretary of State you advise that President Solorzano having re- 

^ See telegram No. 151, Dec. 10, 1924, 4 p. m. to the Charge Sn Nicaragua, 
Foreign Relations, 1924, vol. ir, p. 503. 

“ See instruction No. 102, Oct, 8, 1923, to the Charge in Nicaragua, iUd., 1^3, 
vol. II, p. 607. 

^®See telegram No. 8, Jan. 14, 1925, 4 p. m., to the Charge In Nicaragua, 
ibid., 1925, vol. n, p. 622. 

=^*See telegram No. 126, Aug. 1, 1926, 4 p. m. from the Charge in Nicaragua, 
ibid., 1925, vol. ir, p. 636. 

See telegram No. 150, Oct, 25, 1925, 3 p. m. from the Charge In Nicaragua, 
ibid., 1925, vol. ii, p. 639. 

^®See telegram No. 11, Jan. 22, 1926, 3 p. m. to the Minister in Nicaragua, 
ibid., 1926, vol. ii, p. 784. 
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signed his office General Emiliano Chamorro took charge of the 
executive power on January 17. 

“The hope expressed in your letter that the relations which have 
been close and cordial for so many years between Nicaragua and the 
United States will continue and grow stronger has been noted with 
pleasure. The Government and people of the United States have 
feelings of sincerest friendship for Nicaragua and the people of 
Nicaragua and the Government of the United States will of course 
continue to maintain the most friendly relations with the people of 
Nicaragua. This Government has felt privileged to be able to be 
of assistance in the past at their request not only to Nicara^a but 
to all countries of Central America more especially during the Con- 
ference on Central American Affairs which resulted in the signing of 
a General Treaty of Peace and Amity on February 7, 1923, between 
the five Republics of Central America. The object of the Central 
American countries with which the United States was heartily in 
accord, was to promote constitutional government and orderly pro- 
cedure in Central America and those Governments agreed upon a 
joint course of action with regard to the nonrecognition of govern- 
ments coming into office through covup d^etat or revolution. The 
United States has adopted the principles of that Treaty as its policy 
in the future recognition of Central American Governments as it 
feels that by so doing it can best show its friendly disposition towards 
and its desire to be helpful to the Republics of Central America. 

“It is therefore with regret that I have to inform you that the 
Government of the United States has not recognized and will not 
recognize as the Government of Nicara^a the regime now headed by 
General Chamorro, as the latter was duly advised on several occa- 
sions by the American Minister after General Chamorro had taken 
charge of the citadel at Managua on October 25th last. This action 
is, I am happy to learn, in accord with that taken by all the Govern- 
ments that signed with Nicaragua the Treaty of 1923.” 

Notwithstanding the refusal of this Government and of the other 
Central American Governments to recognize him. General Chamorro 
continued to exercise the functions of President until October 30, 
1926. In the meantime, a revolution broke out in May on the east 
coast in the neighborhood of Bluefields and was speedily suppressed 
by the troops of General Chamorro. However, it again broke out 
with considerable more violence. The second attempt was attended 
with some success and practically all of the east coast of Nicaragua 
fell into the hands of the revolutionists. Throughout these events 
Sacasa was at no time in the country, having remained in Mexico 
and Guatemala during this period. 

Repeated requests were made of the United States for protection, 
especially on the east coastj and, on August 24, 1926, the Secretary 
of State addressed to the Secretary of the Navy the following 
communication : 

“I have the honor to suggest that war vessels of the Special 
Service Squadron proceed as soon as possible to the Nicaraguan 
ports of Corinto ana Bluefields for the protection of American and 
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foreign lives and property in case that threatened emergencies ma- 
teriaUze. The American Charg4 d’ Affaires at Managua has informed 
the Department that he considers the presence of war vessels at these 
ports desirable, and the American Consul at Bluefields has reported 
that a warship is urgently needed to protect life and property at 
that port. An attack on The Bluff and Bluefields is expected 
momentarily.” 

Accordingly, the Navy Department ordered Admiral Latimer, in 
command of the special service squadron, to proceed to Bluefields. 
Upon arriving there he found it necessary for the adequate protec- 
tion of American lives and property to declare Bluefields a neutral 
zone. This was done with the consent of both factions, afterwards, 
on October 26, 1926, reduced to a written agreement, which is still 
in force. In October \86ftmib6T\^ 1926, the good ofSces of the United 
States were sought by both parties for the purpose of effecting a 
settlement of the conflict.^ Admiral Latimer, commanding the spe- 
cial service squadron, brought about an armistice to permit of a con- 
ference being held between the delegates of the two factions. The 
armistice was originally for 15 days and was later extended for 15 
days more. At the request of both parties, marines were landed at 
Corinto to establish a neutral zone in which the conference could be 
held. Doctor Sacasa was invited to attend this conference but re- 
frained from doing so and remained m Guatemala City. The United 
States Government did not participate in the conference except to 
provide a neutral chairman ; it simply offered its good offices to make 
the conference possible and arranged a neutral zone at Corinto at the 
request of both parties during the time the conference was held. I 
understand that at this conference General Chamorro offered to 
resign and permit the Congress to elect a new designate to assume the 
presidency. The conference led to no result, since just at the time 
when it seemed as though some compromise agreement would be 
reached the representatives of Doctor Sacasa suddenly broke off 
negotiations. 

According to our reports, the Sacasa delegates on this occasion 
stated freely that to accept any government other than one presided 
over by Doctor Sacasa himself would be a breach of faith with their 
Mexican allies. Hostilities were resumed on October 30, 1926. On 
the same date General Chamorro formally turned over the executive 
power to Sebastian Uriza, who had been appointed designate by the 
Congress controlled by General Chamorro. The United States Gov- 
ernment refused to recognize Senor Uriza, on the ground that his 
assumption of the Presidency had no constitutional basis. Uriza' 
thereupon convoked Congress in extraordinary session, and the entire 

” See t^egiam No. ISO, Sept 10, 1926, 6 p. m,, (rom the Chaxg4 to Nloaxagoa, 
and subsequent papers, RelaUona, 1928, vdL re, pp. ff. 



NICAEAQUA 


293 


18 members who had been expelled during the Chamorro regime were 
notified to resume their seats. The Congress which met in extraordi- 
nary session on November 10 had, therefore, substantially the same 
membership as when first convened following the election of 1924. 
This Congress, whose acts may be considered as constitutional, desig- 
nated Senor Adolfo Diaz as first designate. At this session of Con- 
gress 53 members were present out of a total membership of 67, of 
whom 44 voted for Diaz and 2 for Solorzano. The balance abstained 
from voting. On November 11 Senor Driza turned over the executive 
power to Diaz, who was inaugurated on the 14th. 

The Nicaraguan constitution provides in article 106 that in the ab- 
sence of the President and Vice President the Congress shall desig- 
nate one of its members to complete the unexpired term of President. 
As President Solorzano had resigned and was then residing in Cali- 
fornia, and as the Vice President, Doctor Sacasa, was in Guatemala, 
having been out of the country since November, 1925, the action of 
Congress in designating Senor Diaz was perfectly legal and in ac- 
cordance with the constitution. Therefore the United States Gov- 
ernment on November 17 extended recognition to Senor Diaz.“ 

Following his assumption of oflELce, President Diaz, in the follow- 
ing note, dated November 15, 1926, requested the assistance of the 
United States Government to protect American and foreign lives and 
property : 

“Upon assuming the presidency I found the Eepublic in a very 
difficult situation because of the attitude^ assumed without motive by 
the Government of Mexico in open hostility to Nicaragua. It must 
be clear to you that, given the forces which that Government disposes 
of, its elements of attack are irresistible for this feeble and small 
Nation. This condition places in imminent risk the sovereignty and 
independence of Nicaragua, and consequently, the continental equi- 
librium on which the Pan- Americanism is founded which the United 
States has fostered with such lofty spirit. 

“Naturally the emergency resulting from these conditions places in 
peril the interests of American citizens and other foreigners residing 
m our territory and renders it impossible for a Government so rudely 
attacked, to protect them as is its duty and as it desires. 

“For these reasons and appreciating the friendly disposition of the 
United States toward weak Kepublics and the intentions which your 
Government has always manifested for the protection of the sov- 
ereignty and independence of all the countries of America by morally 
supporting legitimate Governments in order to enable them [to] 
afford a tranquil field of labor for foreigners which is needed for the 
stimulation of the growth of the prosperity of these countries, I ad- 
dress myself to you in order that, with the same good will with which 

** See the D^fWirtment’s preSs release of Nov. 17, 1926, Foreign Relations, 1926, 
voL IX, p. 807. 

** Also printed in an nnnnmhered telegram dated Dec. 8, 1926, 8 a. m., from the 
Chargd in Nicaragua, Foreign Relations, 1926, voL n, p. 800. 
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you have aided in Nicaraguan reconciliation, you may solicit for my 
Government and in my name the support of the Department of State 
in order to reach a solution in the present crisis and avoid further 
hostilities and invasions on the part of the Government of Mexico. 

“I desire to manifest to you at the same time that whatever may 
be the means chosen by the Department of State, they will meet with 
the approval of my absolute confidence in the high spirit of justice 
of the Government of the United States.” 

Immediately following the inauguration of President Diaz and fre- 
quently since that date he has appealed to the United States for sup- 
port, has informed this Government of the aid which Mexico is giving 
to the revolutionists, and has stated that he is unable solely because 
of the aid given by Mexico to the revolutionists to protect the lives 
and property of A m erican citizens and other foreigners. When nego- 
tiations leading up to the Corinto conference began, I immediately 
placed an embargo on the shipment of arms and ammunition to Nica- 
ragua.^* The Department of State notified the other Central Ameri- 
can States, to wit, Costa Kica, Honduras, Salvador, and Guatemala, 
and they assured the department that they would cooperate in this 
measure. So far as known, they have done so. The State Depart- 
ment also notified the Mexican Government of this embargo and in- 
formally suggested to that Government like action. The Mexican 
Government did not adopt the suggestion to put on an embargo, but 
informed the American ambassador at Mexico City that in the absence 
of manufacturing plants in Mexico for the making of arms and 
ammunition the matter had little practical importance. 

As a matter of fact, I have the most conclusive evidence that arms 
and munitions in large quantities have been on several occasions since 
August, 1926, shipped to the revolutionists in Nicaragua. Boats car- 
rying these mimitions have been fitted out in Mexican ports, and some 
of the munitions bear evidence of having belonged to the Mexican 
Government. It also appears that the ships were fitted out with the 
full knowledge of and, in some cases, with the encouragement of 
Mexican officials and were in one instance, at least, commanded by a 
Mexican naval reserve officer. At the end of November, after spending 
some time in Mexico City, Doctor Sacasa went back to Nicaragua, 
landing at Puerto Cabezas, near Bragmans Bluff. He immediately 
placed himself at the head of the insurrection and declared himself 
President of Nicaragua. He has never been recognized by any of the 
Central American Republics nor by any other Government, with the 
exception of Mexico, which recognized him immediately. As arms and 
munitions in large quantities were reaching the revolutionists, I 
deemed it unfair to prevent the recognized Government from pur- 

* See telegram No. 17, Sept. 16, 1926, 1 p. m., to the Minister In Ck>8ta Rica, 
Fpreipn Relfitipns, 1926, voj. n, p. 79S, 
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chasing arms abroad, and, accordingly, the Secretary of State has 
notified the Diaz Government that licenses would be issued for the 
export of arms and mmiitions purchased in this country. It would 
be thoroughly inconsistent for this country not to support the Gov- 
ernment recognized by it while the revolutionists were receiving arms 
and munitions from abroad. 

During the last two months the Government of the United States 
has received repeated requests from various American citizens, both 
directly and through our consuls and legation, for the protection of 
their lives and property. The Government of the United States has 
also received requests from the British Charg4 at Managua and from 
the Italian ambassador at Washington for the protection of their 
respective nationals. Pursuant to such requests, Admiral Latimer, 
in charge of the special service squadron, has not only maintained 
the neutral zone at Bluefields under the agreement of both parties 
but has landed forces at Puerto Cabezas and Rio Grande, and estab- 
lished neutral zones at these points where considerable numbers of 
Americans live and are engaged in carrying on various industries. 
He has also been authorized to establish such other neutral zones as 
are necessary for the purposes above mentioned. 

For many years numerous Americans have been living in Nica- 
ragua developing its industries and carrying on business. At the 
present time there are large investments in lumbering, mining, coffee 
growing, banana culture, shipping, and also in general mercantile 
and other collateral business. All these people and these industries 
have been encouraged by the Nicaraguan Government. That Gov- 
ernment has at all times owed them protection, but the United States 
has occasionally been obliged to send naval forces for their proper 
protection. In the present crisis such forces are requested by the 
Nicaraguan Government, which protests to the United States its 
inability to protect these interests and states that any measures which 
the United States deems appropriate for their protection will be 
satisfactory to the Nicaraguan Government. 

In addition to these industries now in existence, the Government 
of Nicaragua, by a treaty entered into on the 5th day of August, 
1914,®* granted in perpetuity to the United States the exclusive pro- 
prietary rights necessary and convenient for the construction, opera- 
tion, and maintenance of an oceanic canal. Articles I and II of 
said treaty are as follows: 

“Article I. The Government of Nicaragua grants in perpetuity to 
the Government of the United States, forever free from all taxation 
or other public charge, the eplusive proprietary rights necessary and 
convenient for the construction, operation and maintenance of an in- 

** Text printed in Foreign RelationSf 1916, pp. 849, 850* 
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teroceanic canal by way of the San Juan Kiver and the great Lake of 
Nicaragua or by way of any route over Nicaraguan territory, the 
details of the terms upon which such canal shall be constructed, oper- 
ated and maintained to be aOTeed to by the two governments when- 
ever the Government of the United States shall notify the Government 
of Nicaragua of its desire or intention to construct such canal. 

“Article 11. To enable the Government of the United States to pro- 
tect the Panama Canal and the proprietary rights gifted to the 
Government of the United States oy the foregoing article, and also 
to enable the Government of the United States to take any measure 
necessary to the raids contemplated herein, the Government of Nica- 
ragua hereby leases for a term of ninety-nine years to the Government 
of the United States the islands in the Caribbean Sea known as Great 
Corn Island and Little Com Island; and the Government of Nica- 
ragua further grants to the Government of the United States for a 
like period of ninety-nine years the right to establish, operate and 
maintain a naval base at such place on the territory of Nicaragua bor- 
dering upon the Gulf of Fonseca as the Government of the United 
States may select. The Government of the United States shall have 
the option of renewing for a further term of ninety-nine years the 
above leases and grants u^n the eicpiration of their respective terms, 
it being e:iroressly agreed that the territory hereby leased and the naval 
base i^ch may be maintained under the grant aforesaid gh,ifl pe 
subject exclusively to the laws and sovereign authority of the United 
States during the terms of such lease and grant and of any renewal 
or renewals mereof.” 

The consideration paid by the United States to Nicaragua was the 
sum of $3,000,000. At the time of the payment of tbia money a 
financial plan was drawn up between the Nicaraguan Government 
and its creditors which provided for the consolidation of Nicaragua’s 
obligations. At that time the bondholders holding the Nicaraguan 
external debt consented to a reduction in interest from 6 to 6 per 
cent, providing the service of this loan was handled through the 
Aiiaerican collector of customs, and at the same time a series of 
internal guaranteed customs bonds amounting to $3,744,000 was 
issued by the Nicaraguan Government to pay off the which 

had arisen against it because of revolutionary disturbances from 1909 
to 1912. The other outstanding external bonds, amounting on Febru- 
ary 1, 1926, to about £772,000, are held in Great Britain. Of the 
guaranteed customs bonds, $2,867,000 were on February 1, 1926, still 
in circulation, and of these about $1,000,000 were held by NiWra- 
guans, $1,000,000 by American citizens, and the balance 1^ nnfiAn nip 
of other countries. The bonds held in the United States are held 
by public in general circulation and, so far as the department 
knows, no American bankers are directly intraested in the Nicaraguan 
indebtedness. This financial plan was adopted by an act of the Con- 
gress of Nicaragua on August 31, 1917.“ The National Bank of Nica- 


“ foreign Belatiom, 1M.7, p. nafi 
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ragua was made the depository of all Government revenues. The 
internal revenues were, as heretofore, to be collected by the Govern- 
ment. Collection of the internal revenue, however, was to be taken 
over by the collector general of customs, an American citizen ap- 
pointed by the Nicaraguan Government and approved by the Sec- 
retary of State of the United States, if the products should average 
less than $60,000 a month for three consecutive months. This has 
never yet been necessary. The proceeds of the customs revenues 
were to be applied, first, to the payment of such sums as might be 
agreed upon in the contemplated contracts for the service of the 
foreign loan, the internal loan, and claims against the Nicaraguan 
Government. From the balance of the revenue $80,000 a month was 
to be used for the ordinary budget expenses and an additional $15,000 
for extraordinary expenses. 

Under this financial plan the finances of Nicaragua have been re- 
habilitated in a very satisfactory manner. Of the $3,744,000 of inter- 
nal customs bonds issued in 1917 about $900,000 have been paid. Of 
the external debt, bonds issued in 1909 amounting to £1,250,000, there 
now remain only about £770,000. The total public debt of Nica- 
ragua has been reduced from about $22,000,000 in 1917 to $6,625,203 
at the beginning of 1926. Furthermore, the country in time of peace 
has ample revenues for its ordinary budget expenses and a surplus 
which has been used in extensive public improvements. The Nica- 
raguan National Bank and the National Kailroad, controlling in- 
terests in which were formerly owned by American bankers, were 
repurchased by the Nicaraguan Government in 1920 and 1924, and 
are now wholly owned by that Government. 

There is no question that if I3ie revolution continues American 
investments and business interests in Nicaragua will be very seriously 
affected, if not destroyed. The currency, which is now at par, will 
be infiated. American as well as foreign bondholders will undoubt- 
edly look to the United States for the protection of their interests. 

It is true that the United States did not establish the financial plan 
by any treaty, but it nevertheless did aid through diplomatic channels 
and advise in the negotiation and establishment of this plan for the 
financial rehabilitation of Nicaragua. 

Manifestly the relation of this Government to the Nicaraguan situ- 
ation, and its policy in the existing emergency, are determined by the 
facts which I have described. The proprietary rights of the United 
States in the Nicaraguan canal route, with the necessary implications 
growing out of it affecting the Panama Canal, togelher with the obli- 
gations flowing from the investments of all classes of our citizens in 
Nicaragua, place us in a position of peculiar responsibility. I am 
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sure it is not the desire of the United States to intervene in the 
internal affairs of Nicaragua or of any other Central American 
Kepublic. Nevertheless it must be said that we have a very definite 
and special interest in the maintenance of order and good govern- 
ment in Nicaragua at the present time, and that the stability, pros- 
perity, and independence of all Central American countries can never 
be a matter of indifference to us. The United States can not, there- 
fore, fail to view with deep concern any serious threat to stability 
and constitutional government in Nicaragua tending toward anarchy 
and jeopardizing American interests, especially if such state of 
affairs is contributed to or brought about by outside influences or by 
any foreign power. It has always been and remains the policy of the 
United States in such circumstances to take the steps that may be 
necessary for the preservation and protection of the lives, the prop- 
erty, and the interests of its citizens and of this Government itself. 
In this respect I propose to follow the path of my predecessors. 

Consequently, I have deemed it my duty to use the powers com- 
mitted to me to insure the adequate protection of all American 
interests in Nicaragua, whether they be endangered by internal strife 
or by outside interference in the affairs of that Eepublic. 

Calvin Coolidge 

The White House, January 10, 1987. 


817.00/4394a : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, January 10, 1987—3 p. m. 

15. Although the forceful measures now being taken to protect 
American lives and property rights and interests in the Republic 
of Nicaragua may contribute indirectly to stabilization and enable 
the recognized constitutional government to reestablish order and 
resolve its present difficulties, nevertheless, all concerned with this 
situation should not lose sight, even for a moment, of the main 
problem. Every encouragement should be given to the Diaz govern- 
ment to find a constructive and permanent solution of the problem 
which will eliminate disaffection and permit Nicaragua to enter as 
soon as possible upon a new era of permanent peace and prosperity. 
Lose no opportunity to reenforce this idea. The differences which 
now rend Nicaragua must be composed in a statesmanlike manner. 
It is obvious that much depends upon the abilily of the Diaz Gov- 
ernment to deal with the opposition in a broad and generous spirit 
both at present and later on. Nothing else can suffice. No matter 
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how constitutional its title may be, a government cannot be expected 
to maintain itself indefinitely in the face of serious internal dissen- 
sion by relying upon indirect support derived from measures which 
the Government of the United States must take to protect its own 
nationals and interests. The foundations of lasting stability in 
Nicaragua should be laid as quickly as possible by Nicaragua’s own 
Govermnent. The first available opportunity should be seized to 
reach a real settlement of the domestic issue which divides the nation. 
Of course it is understood that the United States stands ready to 
extend its good offices for this purpose. Discreetly explore all the 
possibilities in this direction and let me know your opinion. 

EjEnLOGG 


817.00/4408 : Telegram 

Th,e Mimster m Ntoaragm, {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, Jammery IS, 19B7 — ^ f. m. 

[Eeceived 9:30 p. m.J 

13. Gradual progress is being made with the plan for bringing 
the two factions together in preliminary conferences. See last para- 
graph my December 31, 3 p. m.®® On January 6 Admiral Latimer 
was asked to encourage Sacasa group on Atlantic to consider peace 
and the day following I induced three Liberals and three Conserva- 
tives of Managua to request Sacasa by cable to authorize agents 
here to enter into preliminary negotiations with Diaz government. 
Sacasa replied January 10th that since he had! some ytime ago 
accepted Costa Rican offer of mediation he could not consider this 
proposition. He has probably been influenced in this attitude by 
false rumors of success of Liberal troops on Pacific side and what, 
until Kama was neutralized, seemed certain victory of his troops 
there. With the neutralization of Kama I felt that Sacasa might 
be more inclined to treat with Diaz government and accordingly 
yesterday I asked latter to make some definite proposals, bearing 
in mind that Liberals must be given generous treatment. These 
proposals will at once be communicated to the Department, It is 
believed that one of the first demands of the Liberals will be that 
1928 elections be adequately supervised by the United States, which 
idea, in the [main], I believe I should be instructed to encourage, 
always stressing the difference between “supervised” and “guaranteed 
fair” elections. Eepeated to Admiral Latimer. 

EnnKHARDT 


'Foreign Relatione, 1926, vol. n, p. 821. 
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817.00/4469 

The Gonsid at Bhieflelds {McOonnico) to the Secretary of State 

No. 204 Blxjefields, January 16^ 1927, 

[Eeceived January 26.] 

Sir: I have the honor to report that conditions at Bluefields and 
vicinity have been very quiet since the battle of Pearl Lagoon, which 
was fought on December 24 and 25, 1926. A few days after that 
battle 180 wounded and infirm were conveyed to Bluefields from the 
battlefield; and within the past few days 150 more have arrived. 
Some of these came from Eama and others from zones where the 
contending factions have engaged in skirmishes. 

The American naval forces have declared the following places as 
neutral zones; Puerto Cabezas and Eio Grande, December 23, 1926; 
Pearl Lagoon, January 8; Prinzapolca, January 9; and Eama, Jan- 
uary 10, 1927. 

Liberal forces commanding positions on the Escondido Eiver be- 
tween Eama and Bluefields have captured two vessels in the service 
of the Conservatives: the Sea Lion on the 12th instant, and the 
Seven Stare on the 13th instant. In each case munitions and pris- 
oners were taken. 

I have [etc.] A. J. McConnico 


817.00/4440 : Telegram 

V 

The Mim&ster in GvMemaHa {Geissler) to the Secretary of State 

GuATEKAiiA, Jmuary 18, IQSfl — 8 p. m. 

[Eeceived January 19 — 9 p. m.] 

10. Minister for Foreign Affairs Matos this evening sent to Cuadra 
Pasos and Eodolfo Espinosa identical messages saying, after ref- 
erence to the desire of the Government of Guatemala expressed De- 
cember 6th that there be a pacific adjustment of the cosoffict in Nica- 
ragua, that “for the event that no concrete negotiations for such 
abrogations {adjustment?'] are pending, I put at the disposal of both 
parties the good ofSces of the Government of Guatemala for the ini- 
tiation of preliminary conversations between the contending parties 
by its respective representatives with a view to the reestabUshmaat 
of peace and concord in Nicaragua on the basis of an agreement 
acceptable by the two parties”. 

Dr. Matos contemplates that in the preliminary conversations, 
agreement be reached as to the time, place, and manner of holding a 
conference of representatives of the two elements. I have reliable 

’‘Nicaraguan Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

" Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Sacasa regime at Puerto 
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information indicating Mexican backers of Sacasa are confident that 
he will continue to maintain an attitude of intransigency while pro- 
fessing to favor mediation of Costa Rica and although some Nica- 
raguans here are urging him to be conciliatory. 

Repeated to Nicaragua. 

GEISStEK 


701.1711/209 

Reply of President OooUdge to the RemarJcs Made hy the Newly 
Appointed Nicaraguan Minister {Aleiandro Oesar) Upon the 
Presentation of His Letters of Credence, January W, 19SJ 

Me. Minister : It is a genuine pleasure to receive you and to recog- 
nize you as Envoy Extraordiuary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Constitutional Government of Nicaragua. 

While official relations between the United States and your country 
were unfortunately interrupted for nearly a year by the prevalence 
of political conditions in Nicaragua which did not permit the United 
States and the other Governments of the world to maintain regular 
official contact, it is gratifTing to note that the ties of friendship 
which have always bound together the peoples of the United States 
and of Nicaragua have at no time been impaired, and that through- 
out the trying period of nonrecognition most amicable, though in- 
formal, relations were always maintained. That we are now once 
more in a position, due to the establishment in Nicaragua of a con- 
stitutional government to which the United States and other Powers 
are able to extend recognition, to resume official relations is a matter 
of great satisfaction. I am glad to receive you as the duly accred- 
ited representative of the new Nicaraguan Government. 

For many years the United States has been a good friend to the 
Nicaraguan people. Through our assistance asked and apparently 
welcomed, Nicaragua has enjoyed years of peace and tranquility, 
restored her almost hopelessly shattered national finances, increased 
her economic resources and vastly improved her position before the 
world. We take no undue credit for what was accomplished during 
that time. The chief credit belongs to the Nicaraguan people them- 
selves. It was the sincere hope of this country that these conditions 
would continue and that it would be unnecessary for the United 
States to take any action for the protection of its citizens and their 
interests but unfortunately such has not been the case. 

I t^e this opportunity of expressing the earnest hope that such 
internal dissension as still exists in your country may soon be dissi- 
pated so that no obstacle may bar the way to progress toward a new 
era of permanent peace and prosperity for Nicaragua. Although 
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American forces have with the consent, and at the request of your 
Government, been landed in order to safeguard the legitimate inter- 
ests of the United States and the lives and property of its citizens, 
this state of affairs should not continue longer than is necessary. 
The United States, as I know your Government and the people of 
Nicaragua fully appreciate, has no selfish ends or imperialistic de- 
signs to serve. Least of all have we any desire to infiuence or dictate 
in any way the internal affairs of your country. The United States 
desires the independence and the prosperity of every Central Ameri- 
can Eepublic. The foundations for permanent stability within 
Nicaragua must, of course, be laid by its own Government and I 
have been pleased to see that the initial steps for the elimination 
of disaffection and the composing of factional differences are already 
being taken. 

S17.00/4462a : Telegram 


The Secretary' of State to the Minister in Nicaragua {Eberhardt) 

Washington, January 19£7 — S p. m. 

27. Following is an interview with Sacasa reported by the Asso- 
ciated Press at Puerto Cabezas January 21 : 

“Although declining to accept most of the terms for a peaceful 
solution of the Nicaraguan internecine warfare suggested by Presi- 
dent Adolfo Diaz at Managua, Dr. Juan Sacasa, the Liberal leader, 
looks with favor upon that portion of the Diaz proposals suggesting 
American supervision of the presidential elections of 1928. Dr. 
Sacasa, stating that he had no official knowledge of this part of the 
peace proposals, said that such a plan of supervision would suit him. 
He added, however, that possibly it would be better that the super- 
vision be conducted jointly by the United States and representatives 
of the Latin-American nations signatory of the Washington pacts.®* 
He said that joint supervision would be better because it would 
prevent charges of partisanship which might be made against the 
United States in case the elections should be unfavorable to the 
Liberal cause which is looked upon with disfavor by the American 
Government.” 

If both parties so desire the United States would be glad to super- 
vise the regular election of 1928 and if both parties deem it wise 
the United States would not have any objection to participation of 
Central American States in such supervision. Please ascertain in- 
formally if a public statement by me to this effect would be satis- 
factory to the Nicaraguan Government. 

Kellogg 


* See Conference, on Central American Affairs. 
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817.00/4463 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, January 24 ^ 1927 — 4 f, m. 

[Received 8:25 p. m.] 

24. Department’s telegram of January 22, 3 p. m. Diaz has already 
announced publicly his acceptance of American supervision of the 
1928 elections. If participation in American supervision means only 
observation thereof and reporting thereon without expense to Nica- 
ragua by specially designated representatives of the other Central 
American countries or representatives of any other countries for that 
matter, the Nicaraguan Government would not object thereto. 

In the opinion of President Diaz, in which I concur, joint super- 
vision by the United States and the Central American Governments 
would be impracticable ; and if undertaken, undesirable. The follow- 
ing are some reasons for this opinion : 

First. Not one of the Central American Governments would be a 
disinterested and impartial party in respect of a Nicaraguan national 
election. Honduras would favor the Conservatives, Guatemala and 
Costa Rica the Liberals and Salvador while doubtful at present 
would certainly not be neutral. In every contest the supervisors 
would divide on strictly party lines like the judges of the Hayes- 
Tilden election dispute. The result would be that whatever the final 
outcome, presumably decisively by majority vote of the supervisors 
the losing Nicaraguan party would at once have the support of the 
dissenting opinion of one or more foreign nations in raising the 
usual cry of fraud which is sure to follow any Nicaraguan election 
no matter how or by whom conducted. What should be a local 
political dispute would thereby be transferred into an international 
wrangle without any likely gain resulting for Nicaragua or abstract 
justice. 

Second. Whatever the procedure adopted for the electoral super- 
vision, to any one who knows conditions here, racial, national, and 
other factors as well as a few instructive plebiscitary examples like 
Tacna-Arica, it is self-evident that the details could only be handled 
by a first-class world power enjojdng a free hand, acting alone, and 
having at its command the competent oflScial personnel, administrative 
machinery and other resources necessary for the successful performance 
of such a gigantic and complicated task as the supervision of the 
national elections of a country in which conditions of chronic disorder 
and bad administration prevail; that aside from the question of par- 
tiality no Central American Republic could by reason of a lack of 
technical experts, military and naval corps, and other necessary ele- 
ments make any really useful contribution towards the achievement 
of this difficult and delicate undertaking; that Americans and Central 

323492 — 42 — xrnl in, 2ft 
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Americans could never cooperate jointly on a basis of equality partici- 
pation in such operations for reasons that are obvious to one who 
knows anything of American intervention in Cuba, Haiti, Santo Do- 
mingo, Nicaragua, et cet^a. For the United States solemnly to asso- 
ciate itself with four other countries, which have as yet had little 
success in self-government themselves, in an attempt to straighten out 
the Nicaraguan political difficulty but in reality in what would turn 
out to be an international concert to produce another Latin- American 
fiasco would be to deliver another deadly blow to an already shaken 
American prestige in Latin America. To invite the other Central 
American countries to aid Nicaragua to a solution of its problem is 
to call on the blind to lead the blind. 

If we wish to help Nicaragua in this matter and maintain our pres- 
tige at the same time we should offer to supervise the elections of 1928 
as an American imdertaking the observation of which by duly accred- 
ited representatives of Central or Latin- American countries would be 
welcome. The assent of both parties in Nicaragua to such supervision 
is of course highly desirable and should be sought after but on this 
Government’s invitation it should be carried out regardless of opposi- 
tion. Any course we pursue in Nicaragua is certain to be the subject 
of bitter criticism inspired largely by the implacable hostility of cer- 
tain Latin-American agitators to anything that is American. We 
should therefore choose a course which gives promise of yielding as 
satisfactory and just a solution as may be attainable for Nicaragua and 
take the full responsibility therefor. For the justification of such a 
course we should look mainly to its results for Nicaragua and American 
best interests. 

Ebebhabdt 


817.00/4496a 

The Secretary of State to the Secretary of the Na/oy {Wilbwr) 

Washingtok, JofTiuary 19B7. 

Sir: I have the honor to request that the attached message be des- 
patched immediately to Admiral Latimer, provided you see no 
objection. 

I have [etc.] Frank B. Kjesulogg 

[EiK!lostire] 

Message for Admiral Latimer from the Secretary of State 

Unless you perceive objection based: upon some change in the situa- 
tion which has not yet come to my attention, I should like to have 
you or some officer acting under your instructions take ^e earliest 
opportnmity for an interview with Sacasa or Eq)inosa, and preferably 
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with both of them together, for the purpose of emphasizing orally 
the position of this Government in the following respects : 

1. There is not the slightest possibility of the United States ex- 
tending recognition to any Government in Nicaragua, headed either 
by Sacasa or 1^ anybody else, which is based upon armed force or 
insurrection. Consequently, even if the insurrection now headed by 
Sacasa were successful and established control over the whole country, 
the United States could not, and would not, extend recognition to any 
Government so created. 

2. The only Government which the United States can and will 
recognize until new elections are duly and regularly held under the 
Constitution is the Government which has been recognized. Con- 
sequently, the support naturally flowing from recognition will be 
accorded to the Diaz Government, under existing circumstances, until 
some duly constituted government succeeds it legally as the result of 
the elections scheduled to take place in 1928. 

You are requested to make these points perfectly plain so that they 
shall admit of no misunderstanding. 

For your confidential information I have been led to believe that 
Sacasa and Espinosa have not heretofore understood our policy in the 
above respects, and have been encouraged to indulge the hope that in 
some way the United States could be induced to alter its previously 
announced policy and eventually, either withdraw recognition from 
Diaz, or in case Ae Sacasa party could hang on long enough and win, 
to accord recognition to any government which that party might 
establish by forcible and insurrectionary methods. It seems to us 
important that this false impression, if it exists, should be immediately 
eliminated. 

You may communicate the foregoing to Mr. Eberhardt for his 
strictly confidential information and not to be communicated by him to 
the Diaz Government or anybody else. 


817.00/4438 : Telegram 

The Secretary of StcJte to the Mirdster in Guatemala^ {GeUsler) 

[Paraplirase] 

Washington, /aTiwary 1927 — 5 f, m. 

6. Legation’s telegram number 11, dated January 19, 8 a. m.^® It 
is not the intention of the Department to urge President Diaz to 
accept any foreign government’s mediation to settle the differences 
between the Nicaraguan Government and the revolutionary forces 
based on the withdrawal of both President Diaz and Sacasa. You 
should make no more efforts to encourage the Government of Guate- 
mala to offer its good ofSices in connection with this matter. 

* ‘ Kelixdgg 


Not printed 
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817.00/4505 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eterhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, J crnmry 31^ 1927 — Ji. p. m. 

[Eeceived 7 : 28 p. m.] 

27. Admiral Latimer and officers left Managua yesterday com- 
mencing the return trip to Nicaragua Atlantic coast. During their 
three days in Managua they received many attentions and it is be- 
lieved the visit has been entirely successful particularly with respect 
to opportunity it afforded Admiral and myself to discuss in detail 
problems of Nicaragua. Admiral was given opportunity to meet 
prominent men of both political parties. I presented myself at close 
of his interview with the Liberal committee and took occasion to 
reiterate my often expressed opinion that Sacasa would never be 
recognized even though the revolution against Diaz should prove 
successful; also that in my further opinion, since Diaz had been 
recognized, no deliberations should be undertaken without the clear 
understanding that Diaz should be expected to retain the Presidency 
till succeeded by the candidate regularly elected in 1928. 

The first section of marines who succeeded present Legation guard 
arrived today. Guard from Galveston leaves tomorrow. Final de- 
tachment arrives February 2nd placing the number of guard at 
some 820. 

Small revolutionary bands are said to have attacked Kivas and 
Nandaime yesterday but in both cases to have been defeated and to 
have fled to hills. There is well-founded belief that Costa E-ica is 
winking at practice of these bands of rearming and provisioning 
themselves in that coxmtry whence they make sallies into Nicaraguan 
territory. 

Law goes into effect tomorrow whereby for 2 years increases in 
certain import and export taxes are to accrue directly to Government 
which will use them for the present for current expenses. 

Eberhakdt 

817.00/4540 

The Secretary of State to the Secretary of the Navy {WUbur) 

Washington, Fel>Tuary 7, 1927, 

Sir: I have the honor to request that the attached message be 
transmitted immediately to Admiral Latimer if you see no objection. 

I have [etc.] Frank B. ILellogg 

[Enclosure] 

Message for Admiral Latimer from the Secretary of Stale 

The Department has just received a message from Puerto Cabezas 
which reads in translation as follows : 


Received Feb. 5, 2:07 p. pa. 



NICARAGUA 


307 


“Our representative Doctor Vaca reports to us he declared to 
your Depaitment that the Government of the Constitutional Presi- 
dent, His Excellency Doctor Sacasa accepts honorable mediation 
United States and Central America for settlement of Nicaraguan 
dispute and proposes a conference at Washington between delegates 
of Senor Diaz and ours, I have the honor to say to your Excellency 
that my Gcvenunent approves that declaration which I hereby 
ratify with the assurance of my high consideration. 

(Sd.) Eodolfo Espinosa 
Minister of Eolations of Nicaragua.” 

You will observe that this message presupposes an offer of media- 
tion by this Government and that Sacasa undertakes to accept such 
offer in his pretended capacity of Constitutional President of Nicara- 
gua. This is, of course, a bid for implied recognition. The United 
States has not made any offer of mediation. It has merely adopted a 
receptive attitude indicating that its good oflGices would be available 
if invoked by both sides. The United States has not recognized the 
Sacasa movement as a Government, nor has it even recognized 
belligerency. We cannot call formal conferences at the request of 
the revolutionary party alone. If by the use of your personal good 
offices both factions can be brought together, and if as the result of 
such a meeting the good offices of this Government are invoked by 
both parties, we should naturally consider any proposal that might 
be submitted in that way with the approval of both sides. We believe 
that any conference, either preliminary or final, should be held in 
Nicaragua rather than in Washington. If you should find that a 
meeting is feasible through the exercise of your personal efforts please 
wire fully and await further instructions. 

Unless you see some objection you will communicate the substance 
of this message informally and orally to Doctor Sacasa and Doctor 
Espinosa. In the circumstances it is hoped that you can arrange to 
be at Puerto Cabezas as soon as possible, since communication with 
Sacasa through you personally rather than through a subordinate 
officer, seems preferable in this matter. 


817.00/4542a : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mmister in Nioaragua {Eherhardt) 

Washington, Febrmry 7, 19^7— S y. m. 
S4. Associated Press reports from Managua that Chinandega has 
been captured and burned by revolutionary forces. Please report 
by telegraph. 
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It is also reported that this information was obtained by an Ameri- 
can aviator in the service of the Diaz Government. Please inform 
the Department whether American citizens are serving in the 
Nicaraguan army and if so how many and positions they hold. 

EjZLbOOG 


817,00/4542 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {ET>erhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, February 7, 1927— Jt p. m. 

[Received 10 : 65 p. m.] 

31. Fighting has been in progress in the city Ohinandega since 
early Sunday morning.®^ Nine blocks of the city have been burned 
by fire set by Liberal attackers. Conservative General Viquez is 
holding part of the town with some 500 against variously reported 
600 to 2,000 revolutionists under Parajon. Viquez awaite relief by 
main expeditionary force under his command which has been some 
80 miles away looking for the revolutionary force which is now at- 
tacking Chmandega. Government casualties reported so far 26 
killed and 25 wounded. Liberal losses still unknown. Government is 
also rushing troops from Managua and Granada to Chinandega. 
EaR and wire communication between Managua and Corinto broken. 

Diaz believes that revolutionists have recently received arms from 
the other side possibly through Salvador or Honduras and certainly 
through Costa Rica. 

FiBEaiHABDT 


817.00/4543 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Elberhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, February 7, 1927 — 9 p. m. 

[Received February 8 — 1 : 24 a. m.] 
32. Department’s telegram 34, February 7, 3 p. m., has been an- 
swered in most part by the Legation’s 31.*® President Diaz reports 
that revolutionists who attacked Chinandega have been dispersed and 
driven to hills by the Government troops. 

Americans Darnel Rodriguez and Lucius J. Clay are instructors 
with the Nicaraguan Government Constabulary and Lee Mason and 
William Brooks are aviators accredited to the same service. A 
Nicaraguan cadet accompanied Brooks today in flight over Chinandega 
where he is said to have dropped two bombs from plane. 

Ebebhabdt 


February 6. 
** Supra. 
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817.00/4543 ; Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua {Eberhardt) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, February 8^ 1927 — ^ p. m. 

36. Legation’s number 31, February 7, 4 p. m. The following 
message has been telegraphed to A(hniral Latimer by the Navy 
Department : 

“Minister Eberhardt reports heavy engagement at Chinandega 
which has resulted in interruption of railway and telegraph commu- 
nication between Corinto and Managua. The Nicaraguan Minister 
at Washington has intimated that the Government of the United 
States should aid in this emergency, at least to the extent of reopen- 
ing these lines of communication. The Department has informed 
the Nicaraguan Minister that the Government of Nicaragua is ex- 
clusively responsible for maintaining order and uninterrupted com- 
munication and that the Diaz Government cannot expect the forces 
of the United States to participate in aggressive measures against 
the Nicaraguan revolutionists. The Department has assumed that 
you have taken every necessary precaution to see that the American 
forces do not become involved in any direct action against the 
revolutionists.” 

The Department has deemed it extremely important that you 
impress upon President Diaz the fact that the American forces in 
Nicaragua will not under any circumstances be drawn into the posi- 
tion of engaging with Government troops against the revolutionary 
forces. The maintenance of order outside the neutral zones already 
established is the special and exclusive responsibility of the Govern- 
ment of Nicaragua. Should the revolutionists definitely occupy and 
hold Chinandega, or any other position along the line of communi- 
cation between Managua and Corinto, the American forces will not 
be used to dislodge them. Nevertheless, the Government of the 
United States will notify them that they will be expected to protect 
American lives and property at any place imder their control and 
will be expected to maintain uninterrupted communication so far 
as the maintenance and supply of American forces in Managua 
is concerned. 

EEinooG 


817.1051/128 ; Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister m Nicaragua (Eberhardt) 

Washington, February 5, 1927 — 6 p. m, 
36. Tour 82, February 7, 9 p. m., second paragraph. The Depart- 
ment was not aware that American aviators were accredited to the 
constabulary or that there was any aviation service coimected with 
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this organization. In any event, the American instructors of the 
Nicaraguan constabulary, Major Carter and Major Kodriquez, were 
not expected to participate in hostilities between political factions in 
Nicaragua. The constabulary was intended purely as a police force 
and it was with that understanding that the Department approved 
the appointment of Americans as instructors. Messrs, Mason and 
Brooks appear to be combatant aviators attached to the Nicaraguan 
armed forces. 

While this Government has not undertaken in such cases to regulate 
the conduct of American citizens abroad and beyond the jurisdiction 
of the United States it feels constrained to observe that the very evi- 
dent intent of the neutrality laws of the United States is to discoimte- 
nance the enlistment of American citizens in foreign armed forces. 

In order to remove any misapprehension on the part of American 
citizens now attached to the Nicaraguan constabulary or other armed, 
forces, you should make plain to them the Department’s views as 
expressed above and further inform them that in the event of their 
taking an oath of allegiance to a foreign government they forfeit 
their American citizenship and that if the instructors attached to 
the constabulary actively participate in hostilities between the Gov- 
ernment forces and the revolutionaries or if other American citizens 
enlist or attach themselves to the Nicaraguan armed forces they cannot 
look to the Government of the United States for protection. 

Kellogg 


817.00/4546 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, February 5, 1927 — ^ f. m, 

[Eeceived 7 : 06 p. m.] 

37. Today brings first train service between Managua and Corinto 
since Saturday.®® Passengers report frightful devastation at Chinan- 
dega with strong likelihood of another attack by revolutionists on 
that or neighboring city.®^ 

Eberhakdt 

817.00/4686 ; Telegram 

The Mimster in Niconragua {Eberhardt) to the Seeretcury of State 

Managua, Febraaxry 16, 19B7 — 6 p. m. 

[Received 9: 55 p. m.] 

45. On February 12, a Government garrison of 120 men at Muy 
Muy, Department of Matagalpa, was driven out by a superior force 

“ Tebruar y 5. 

“ On February 14 Admiral Latimer was authorized to use the forces under his 
command to keep open the railroad and to establish neutral zones in such places 
along the railroad as he deemed “necessary to safeguard the lives and property 
of American and foreign citizens.’’ (File Ho. 817.(X>/4584.) 
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of Liberals whose numbeir is not really known here. Exaggerated 
and grossly inaccurate reports of this engagement from Conservative 
commander of defeated detachment and others showed large 
Liberal army of a thousand or more rapidly advancing on Mata- 
galpa. Upon receipt of these reports Conservative General Arguello 
at Matagalpa informed Government he could not defend town 
against the expected attack whereupon he was ordered to evacuate 
Matagalpa, retiring to Ciudad Dario to prevent repetition of Chinan- 
dega disaster, which he did on the 14th. On receipt of later informa- 
tion that Liberal forces were not advancing on Matagalpa, Arguello 
reoccupied the town yesterday noon without any fighting. Tlie Gov- 
ernment is placing over a thousand men at or near Matagalpa and 
hopes soon to win a decisive encounter with the Liberals. 

The Liberal expeditionary force from the Atlantic coast under 
Moncada,®' according to Admiral, numbers about 1,000 armed men 
and some 36 machine guns. Their interior base at present is San 
Pedro del Norte at the junction of rivers Tuma and Grande. From 
this main army an expedition, size and leaders still unknown, has 
been sent interiorward and it was this force that defeated Govern- 
ment outpost at Muy Muy and was believed to menace Matagalpa. 
That expedition according to Government reports is now at Tierra 
Azul, its plans and strength being unknown by the Government. It 
would therefore appear that this force is not now moving towards 
Matagalpa. 

The tactics indicated for this revolutionary force are to attack 
small Government outposts, capturing arms and demoralizing Gov- 
ernment until main Moncada force comes up with more supplies; to 
avoid engagement with main body of Government troops; and in 
time to march via Matagalpa and Jinotega into Liberal Depart- 
ments of Esteli, Leon and Chinandega. Had the Government good 
generals, scouts and spies, thereby ascertaining position of the Mon- 
cada forces from day to day the Government could despatch intelli- 
gently an adequate army to destroy the Moncada expedition. If, 
however, as is to be expected, the Government military operations 
are not intelligently directed, the Moncada expedition will continue 
active and may accomplish almost anything, the chief danger being 
surprise attacks on large towns as at Chinandega. 

It is increasingly evident that without complete intervention there 
is no likely prospect of an early restoration of order. 

EsnaHAicDT 

* Jos6 Maria Moncada, Minister of War and Marine in the Sacasa regime at 
Puerto Cahezas, and commander of the Liberal forcea 
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81T.00/4B90 : Telegram 

The Second Secretary of Legation in Nioaragwi {Denrds) to the 
Seoretary of Stode 


Managua, February 18, 1927 — 6 p. m. 

[Eeceived 8: 20 p. m.] 

48. Minister went to Corinto today for conference tomorrow with 


Admiral Latimer. 


Dennis 


817.41/12 

The British Ambassador (Howard') to the Secretary of State 
No. 130 

His Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador presents his compliments 
to the Secretary of State, and has the honour to state that he has 
been instructed by His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs to draw the attention of the United States to the 
menace to British lives and property arising from the present dis- 
turbances in Nicaragua. In particular. His Majesty’s Government 
have been advised by His Majesty’s Charge d’AfPaires at Managua 
that the hostilities between the rebels and Government troops have 
now resulted in a situation which threatens the safety of British 
lives and property in Corinto, Leon, Managua, Granada and 
Matagalpa. 

In view, therefore, of the grave risks to which British residents 
in Nicaragua are now exposed, His Majesty’s Ambassador has been 
instructed to remind the United States Government that His Maj- 
esty’s Government look to them to extend to British subjects, and 
e^ecially to those in the places above mentioned, the same measure 
of protection as they afford to United States citizens in the dis- 
tricts now threatened by revolutionary disturbances. 

Washington, Febniary 19, 1927. 


Press Release Issued by the Deportment of State, February 21, 1927 

Acting under authorization of the State Department Adfniral 
Latimer landed forces from the MH/wcmleee, Raleigh, and Galveston 
yesterday morning to protect American lives and property idong the 
railroad arid to mamtain communication between the Legation Guard 
in Managua and the sea. The details of the forces landed are as 
follows: 

Chinandega (Headquarters) Detachment — Comdr. 0. M. Austin: 
17 officers, 270 Bluejackets, 86 Marine to protect railroad Corinto 
to Leon. 
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Leon Detachment — ^Lt. Colonel J. J. Meade : 20 officers, 215 sailors. 
235 Marines to protect railroad Leon to Managua. 

Legation Guard Managua imder Maj. H. G. Bartlett; 12 officers^ 
141 Marines. 

This Force will be under command of Capt. C. H. Woodward with 
Major T. S. Clarke, Chief of Staff, and headquarters at Leon. 

The Legation Guard at Managua now occupies the Loma in order 
to afford better protection to foreign lives and property. These 
detachments were landed and arrived at their destinations without 
incident. All these measures have been taken with the full consent 
and approval of Piresident Diaz. 


817.00/4604 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nioa/ragua (^Eherhardt) to the Secreta/ry of Stcde 

Managua, Felruary 1927—2 p. m. 

[Eeceived 6 : 16 p. m.] 

51. Sunday morning Admiral Latimer landed forces as outlined 
in our cables sent from aboard U. S. S. Milwauhee Saturday.®® He 
is doubtless keeping the Department posted through the Navy De- 
partment regarding their disposition. He has ordered an armed squad 
with a machine gun on every train between Managua and Corinto 
and plans to place marine guard in the Managua fortress La Loma 
on February 23rd, This Legation has no indications of other changes 
in the local political or military situation. 

Ebebhabdt 


817.00/4606 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, February 1927 — 6 p. m. 

[Eeceiyed February 23 — 12 : 28 p. m.] 
52. The following has today been received from Mr. Patteson, 
the British Charg4 d’Affaires in Managua : 

“I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that in the absence 
of guarantees from the Nicaraguan and United Stat^ Government 
for the protection of the lives and properties of British subjects in 
the event of further street fighting, incendiarism, and pdlag^in the 
threatened districts of this Bepublic, His Britannic Majesty’s Govern- 
ment are reluctantiy contemplating the despatch of a man-of-war to 
the western coast or Nicaragua. 

“It is with pleasure that I am instructed to inform Your Excel- 
lent that TTie Majesty^ Gtovemment thanks the Government of 
the United States once aporo for its assistance and still continues to 
rely theraon.” i. 

^ ^ N ' Fbebsabdt 

•• February 19 ; cabl^ not found in Department flies. 
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817.00/4608 

The British Ambassador {Howard) to the Secretary of State 

No. 141 Washington, February 23^ 1927. 

Sir: I have the honour to inform you, on instructions from His 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that His 
Majesty’s Government have reluctantly decided to send a man-of-war 
to the West Coast of Nicaragua and that H. M. S. Colombo is being 
despatched to Corinto. She should arrive at Colon on February 24th 
and at Corinto on February 26th. 

His Majesty’s Government feel that the presence of a war vessel 
may have a moral effect and would be a base of refuge for British 
subjects. 

It is of course not intended to land forces and the Commanding 
Officer will be instructed accordingly. 

In informing you of the above, I am instructed to express once 
more to the United States Government the thanks of His Majesty’s 
Government for their assistaijice, and to add that His Majesty’s 
Government will continue to rely on it. 

I have [etc.] Esme Howard 

317.41/12 

The Secretary of State to the British Amba)Ssador {Howard) 

The Secretary of State presents his compliments to His Excellency, 
the British Ambassador, and in reply to the latter’s note No. 130, of 
February 19, 1927, concerning the protection of British lives and prop- 
erty in Nicaragua, has the honor to inform the British Ambassador 
that the American armed forces which have been landed in Nicaragua 
for the protection of American and foreign lives and property will be 
pleased to extend to British subjects such protection as may be possible 
and proper under the circumstances. 

Washington, February 19277. 

817.00/4608 

The Acting Secretary of State to the British Ambassador {Howard) 

Washington, February 26^ 1927. 

Excellency : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency’s note No. 141, of February 23, 1927, informing me that His 
Majesty’s Government has reluctantly decided to send a man-of-war to 
the west coast of Nicaragua, and &at H. M. S. OolomJbo is being 
despatched to Corinto. I note that His Majesty’s Government feels 
that the presence of a war vessel may have a moral effect and will be a 
base of refuge for British subjects. I have further noted that it is not 
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intended to land forces and that the commanding ofiScer will be in- 
structed accordingly. 

It gives me pleasure to repeat the assurances conveyed to Tour Ex- 
cellency in my note of February 24, that the American armed forces 
now in Nicaragua will continue to extend protection to British subjects 
in that country. 

Accept [etc.] Joseph C. Grew 

817.00/4620 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eterhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, F ebruary 28^ 1927 — noon. 

[Received 2 : 45 p. m.] 

59. A delegation of prominent Liberal leaders was commissioned by 
vote of a party caucus held last week in Managua to proceed on a mis- 
sion to Moncada’s headquarters somewhere in or near Matiguas or 
Tierra Azul, Department of Matagalpa, to make representations to 
Moncada in favor of an immediate armistice and a peaceful settlement 
with Diaz. I have arranged safe conducts and for two Marine ofScers 
to accompany them through the hostile lines. The delegation fexpects to 
leave tomorrow or day after. 

Eberhardt 


317.93/ 2a : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua 

{Eberhardt) 

Washington, March 1927 — 8 y. m. 

53. Chinese Minister reports two cases of looting and two of incendia- 
rism of Chinese property in Chinandega. He requests that attention 
of American forces be specifically drawn to the fact that we have agreed 
to use our good offices to protect Chinese interests in Nicaragua.®^ 

Grew 

317.93/3 : Telegram 

The Minister m Nicaragua {Eberhardt) to the Secretary of Stale 

Managua, March lp^ 1927—3 p. m. 

[Received 5 p. m.] 

68. Tour 53, March 3, 8 p. m. These cases had already come to the 
attention of the Legation and in turn were commimicated to the Ameri- 

^At the request of the Chinese colony in Bluefields, made through the Ameri- 
can consul at Bluefields, the Department on Apr. 6, 1925, instructed the Minister 
in Nicaragua “to make informal representations to the Government of Nicara- 
gua to the end that proper protection may be afforded the Chinese colony on the 
east coast” (File No. 317.93/-.) 
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can forces. In common with others who suffered in this manner at 
Ghinandega the Chinese were advised to prepare these claims carefully 
for presentation later to the commission which seemed certain to be 
formed for their consideration. 

Eberhasdt 


817.00/4632 : Telegram 

The Minister m Nicaragua (Eberhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Manaota, March 19%7 — 6 p. m. 

[Received 10 : 34 p. m.] 

69. Mr. Willey, American citizen who accompanied as guide peace 
commission to Moncada, has telephoned me this afternoon at 4 on 
return to Matagalpa that mission had conferred with Moncada and 
Beltran Sandoval at Muy Muy. Moncada, while not committing him- 
self, seemed not unwilling to treat for peace but said he would only 
treat through me as American Minister. The mission was expected 
to return tomorrow night to Managua when more complete details will 
be telegraphed. Admiral Latimer is sending 140 men to Matagalpa 
tomorrow. 

EiBBEHABiyr 


817.00/4640 : Telegram 

TTie Mimster m Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, March 7, 19^—9 p. m. 

[Beceived March 8 — 12 : 01 a. m.] 

71. AH members of the committee which recently interviewed Mon- 
cada have called upon me. They report nothing definite nor con- 
structive. Moncada is reported to accept on principle the peace terms 
but is unwilling to give final answer without consulting his diief , Dr. 
Sacasa, with whom he will communicate as best he can and authorizes 
Liberal mission to do the same in his name, adding that he would 
accept any government in Nicaragua administered by the United States 
for the next 18 months in preparation for guaranteed fair elections in 
1928 ; that when the time comes he will treat only with the American 
Minister in any event; that he will not for a moment consider any 
proposition which contemplates retention of the Presidency by Diaz 
and that his military position is today so strong that he expects to 
launch ah offensive at once intimating that he will attack Boaco where 
the CoR9e|ryatives are known to have concentrated a large number of 
troops pr^aratory to what Diaz states win be a c<mcert6d attack 
against the Libarp’l^ ,at Muy Muy and Tierra Azul while their com- 
rades coming from IS^tagalpa will attack Moncada at Matiguas, 
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There seems to be good reason to believe that while both sides profess 
to want early peace they are really ei^ecting to engage within the 
next few days in one of the biggest and probably most important battles 
of the campaign. Liberals in and near Leon are reported to be ac- 
tively gathering pack and saddle animals during last twenty-four 
hours. 

Ebrbkabpt 

817 . 00 / 4659 : Telegram 

The Mmister m Nicaragua {Eierhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Manaotja, March 17, 1$B7 — 10 a. m. 

[Eeceived 2 p. m.] 

77. General Keyes, leader of the Conservative troops m and near 
Matagalpa, hurriedly visited Managua yesterday and reported to 
President Diaz that at daylight on March 14th the Liberal forces 
after a night march from Muy Muy attacked Keyes army at San 
Geronimo. The Liberal forces are said to have numbered 800 with 
25 machine guns and otherwise well equipped under the comhmed 
leadership of Muller, a Latvian; Escamilla, a Mexican; Mena, son 
of the famous Nicaraguan General of that name. Keyes and Estrada 
combined troops numbered 700 with 20 machine guns. The fight was 
very bitter until noon when the Liberals withdrew. The Conserva- 
tives went over the battlefield and report having captured 2 machine 
guns, 80 rifles and 3,000 rounds of ammunition; also having found 
in one group seven dead Mexicans identified by tattoos, clothing, 
jewelry and their cheers for Calles during the battle; one tall blonde 
believed to be a German and three Costa Kicans. An hour later 
Liberals returned to attack viciously and at 3 p. m. both sides with- 
drew, the Conservatives claiming a victory but having exhausted their 
ammunition. They are now at San Kamon some 20 miles from the 
battlefield. The Liberals are supposed to have returned to their old 
stronghold Muy Muy, to await. reinforcements. Conservatives report 
27 dead and 38 badly wounded and claim their adversaries lost at 
least 100 men. On the 16th General Viquez attacked Sandoval at 
Tierra Azul, the latter having retired without much resistance, pre- 
sumably with the idea of joining the other generals mentioned above, 
all probably to be joined later by Moncada and his men from 
Matiguas. 

It is estimated that Conservatives number about 3,000 men, weU 
armed but with .poor morale, ,and the Liberals 1,600 to 2,000 at 
most, weU armed and with high morale. It is common opimon that 
if the long-expected decisive battle does not t^e place within the 

next few days guerrilla warfare and, anarchy will follow. 

' Ebbbhakot 
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817.00/4680 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, Ayril 19B7 — 8 p. m, 

[Received 7 : 32 p. m.] 

91. Mucli activity is reported in the Leon district among the several 
thousand men of military age, some 2,000 of whom, with probably 
500 of them fairly well armed, reported as following Para j on and 
Wassmer in separate bands seeking to break through Conservative 
lines and join Moncada. A small detachment of poorly armed 
cavalry is also reported active across the lake from Managua, their 
plan believed to be to attack Teustepe or other small towns in the 
rear of Conservative armies. This entire movement seems planned 
to distract attention of Conservatives from the big offensive against 
Moncada which has been discussed for weeks but which now seems 
certain to take place within the next 48 hours if plans, which have 
been shown to me confidentially, carry. General Viquez, command- 
ing some 3,500 troops well armed, is sending Generals Reyes and 
Delgadillo against Muy Muy, Generals Mayorga and Lorente to 
attack Matiguas from the rear with 600 well armed men, he and 
Gomez attacking Tierra Azul at the same time. Muy Muy is not 
expected to give strong resistance when Delgadillo is expected to 
reenforce attack on Matiguas and Reyes to support Viquez at Tierra 
Azul where strongest resistance is expected. The general attack is 
set for 7 o’clock Sunday or Monday morning depending on time 
Reyes-Delgadillo forces may be ready to attack Muy Muy. 

Eberhardt 


817.00/4682C : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister m Nicaragua {Eberhardt) 

[Paraphrase] 

Wasbonqton, April 19^7 — 1 p. m. 

64. After having studied the general situation, the Department is 
of the opinion that the Nicaraguan problem has reached the stage 
where a more accurate definition of our future policy is imperative. 
The Department is deeply impressed by the desirability of exchang- 
ing views with you and Admiral Latimer in a way other than by 
the ordinary channels of communication. Under present circum- 
stenqes.it is obviously impracticable for you and Admiral Latimer 
to cpme to Washington for a conference. Accordingly, after con- 
sultation yi^th the Presid^t and with his approval, Col. Henry L. 
Stimson, former Secretary of War, has been asked to go to Nicaragua 
to convey such yie|7S,^ai^d.i?|b^a.tion as the Department has, and to 
consult wii^ you kod Admiral I^timer regarding the entire situa- 
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tion to the end that he may report to the Department upon his 
return to Washington his and your joint opinions. It is the inten- 
tion of Colonel Stimson to sail on the S.S. Aconcagua April 9. At 
Panama arrangements will be made for him to proceed immediately 
to Corinto by war vessel. Colonel Stimson will remain in Nicaragua 
not over two weeks. He will return direct to Washington. The 
Department is certain that you will welcome this opportunity to 
confer with Colonel Stimson, placing at his disposal the informa- 
tion you possess and offering him your views in detail. Telegraph 
immediately whether you see any objection to his visit. Word is 
being sent to Admiral Latimer. 

You will hold the above strictly confidential for the tune being. 
Department will telegraph you when you may inform the Govern- 
ment of Nicaragua. 

EIellogo 


817.00/4690 : Telegram 

TTie Mmister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secreta/ry of State 

Managua, Afril 5, 19 ^ 7 — If . f . m. 

[Eeceived April 6 — ^2:20 p. m.] 

95. Department’s 64, April 4, 1 p. m. I perceive no objection to 
his visit and welcome opportunity to confer with him. 

Lberhardt 


817.00/4691 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, April 6^ 1927 — d p. m. 

[Eeceived 9:50 p. m.] 

97. The Conservatives report decisive victory at Muy Muy yester- 
day and successful attack on the Liberals near Tierra Aiul where 
fighting continues today with excellent prospects of an early and 
complete Conserrative victory. 

Eberhardt 


817.00/4690 : Telegram 

The Secretary of Staite to the Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) 

Washington, April 7, 1927 — 6 p. m. 

65. Your 96, April 5, 4 p. m. The following notice is being given 
to the press today : 

^^e Honorable Henry L. Stimson, of New York, former Secre- 
tary of War, has consented to make a trip to Nicaragua as a repre- 
sentative of the President, at the suggestion of the Secretary of State, 

823422— 42— vol. in ^27 
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in order to take to our Minister, _ Mr. Eberhardt, and Admiral Lati- 
mer, certain views of the administration which cai^ot conveniently 
be taken up by correspondence, and in order to get information from 
thftTo as to the entire situation in that country to bring back for the 
use of this Government, which they cannot very well give to us 
through correspondence. This suggestion has been presented to both 
Mr. Eberhardt and Admiral Latimer, who concur in it as a method 
that might be helpful in securing information on which this Gov- 
enunent can more intelligently base its future action. The strife 
and bloodshed that is going on in that country is a matter of great 
regret, and the necessity for protecting the interests of our citizens 
there and the large interests of the United States Government is 
very great.” 

Inform President Diaz of the above immediately by note stating 
that you feel sure that Mr. Stimson’s visit will be welcomed by the 
Nicaraguan authorities who will doubtless be glad to assist him in 
every way possible to fuMU his mission of procuring complete infor- 
mation as to the situation in Nicaragua. 

Mr. Stimson sails Saturday, April 9, on the S. S. Aeonoagua to 
Panama. Arrangements have been made for him to be transported 
immediately from Panama to Corinto on a war vessel. He is accom- 
panied by Mrs. Stimson and Consul General Dawson. 

EnuLOGo 


817,00/4702 : Telegram 

The Mirmter in Nicaragua {EhirTvardt) to the Secretary of State 

Manaotta, April IB, 19B7 — 6 p. m. 

[Keceived 10:60 p. m.] 

101. If Conservatives can be believed, they have finally won a 
decisive victory over Moncada forces which are reported fleeing in 
small groups in great disorder, the only semblance of any remaining 
organized body being Mena’s band of probably 250 men said to have 
retreated toward Matiguas where General Hurtardo with double that 
number has followed and expects to give him battle. General Viquez 
is said to have given orders for other generals to follow up all flee- 
ing groups. It is rumored that Moncada with a few faithful fol- 
lowers is makmg his way toward east coast via Rio Negros. Con- 
servatives report the capture of Palo Alto, of 90,000 rounds of am- 
munition, 8 cannons, 2 Thompspp guns, 40 crates cannon shells, many 
rj^es. That Liberals, should have, abandoned this well-fortified hill 
indicates that- followers with decreasing food supply could no longer 
be induced to fight against increasing numbers of enemy and that 
possibly the well jtoown disseiitibn between Moncada and Sandoval 
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came to a head. Exact number of dead not known but estimated' at 
no less than 300 on both sides. In the Tijerino stronghold of Chi- 
nandega there are indications that Toribio has returned and is 
responsible for activity calculated to provoke attach on that town 
even to extent of forcing active fighting against our marines and 
ultimate positive intervention. He is said to have brought in arms 
freely from Honduras where certain officials are repaying him in 
this way for similar assistance with arms which he gave them some 
years ago. Might not the question of patrol of entire Bay of Fon- 
seca again be given consideration? 

EsniuscABor 


817.00/4706a : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister m Nicaragua 

{E'b&rhardt') 

[Paraphrase] 

Washtegton, Afril 15, 1927—6 p. m. 

72. For Stimson and Eberhardt: According to reports from the 
Legation and Admiral Latimer the events of the past few days appar- 
ently justify the general conclusion that the Nicaraguan revolution, 
while not wholly suppressed, has ceased for the time being, at least, 
to be a serious menace. Perhaps it is too early to conclude that the 
revolution has collapsed and that Sacasa and his followers may not 
endeavor to repair their losses, and renew active military operations. 
Nevertheless, the Department is impressed by the fact that a very 
decided change has been brought about by the military success of the 
Nicaraguan Government. The Department feels that this new factor 
makes pertinent the following observations which are transmitted to 
you for your consideration. 

1. The Stimson mission should not be characterized in any sense 
as an act of mediation, and the Department believes you should use 
caution so as not to do anything which might give the mission that 
appearance. We should suppose that under the circumstances the 
initiative in getting in touch with the avowed representatives of the 
revolutionists ought not to be taken by you. Interviews with such 
representatives should be purely inform^. The Department is in- 
clined to think that such interviews should be of their own seeking. 
The Government of the United States has never recognized even a 
state of belligerency in that country. One overture looking to a pos- 
sible negotiation xmder the protection of the United States the 
Department has deemed it wise to discourage. On April 13 Am- 
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bassador Sheffield telegraphed the Department ® that Doctor Zepeda, 
Chairman of the Nicaraguan Eevolutionary Committee in Mexico, 
has sent word to him indirectly expressing the wish to have an 
interview with liiTin to discuss a prospective trip to Nicaragua in 
the hope of being able to confer with. Colonel Stimson. Ambassador 
Sheffield stated that he understood that Zepeda wished to receive 
guarantees from the Government of the United States that his person 
would not be molested. Yesterday the Department instructed Am- 
bassador Sheffield as follows : “ 

“The Department does not consider that the Government of the 
United States can give any such ^aranty as indicated and is not 
disposed to do so in this case even if it were possible. The Depart- 
ment, therefore, sees no reason why you should have an intemew 
with Zepeda for the purpose indicated in Embassy’s 154, April 13, 
1 p. m.” 

2. The Department is not inclined to exert any pressure upon the 
Government of Nicaragua to give up any advantage it may have ob- 
tained as a result of its military operations or to sacrifice any sub- 
stantial fruit of victory. However, at this juncture it would appear 
to be the part of statesmanship for the Government of Nicaragua 
to exhibit reasonable generosity toward the revolutionists, provided 
they should be disposed to lay down their arms and cooperate in the 
reestablishment of peace and order throughout the land. A procla- 
mation of general amnesty under these conditions should be 
considered. 

3. The Department fully realizes that the Government of the 
United States must participate in any permanent arrangement to be 
effected for the establishment of peace and order, and it is prepared 
to entertain reasonable proposals on this subject. An adequate num- 
ber of our marines may have to be maintained in Nicaragua for a time 
to constitute an effective guarantee of stability if the Government of 
Nicaragua so requests. The Department hopes, however, that you 
may eventually discover a way to avoid our assuming the responsi- 
bility of supervising an election. The Department assumes that you 
will afford us an opportunity to deliberate on the subject here before 
commitments are made to any definite course of future action; but 
Colonel Stimson has gone to Nicaragua to study the situation, and 
while the Department makes these suggestions, it would be much in- 
fluenced by judgments of both of you on the ground. 

Gkew 

•“ ielegram No. 154, Apr. 13, 1 p. m. ; not prlntecL 

“Telegraih No. 95, Apr. 14, 1 p. m. 
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817.00/4710 : Telegram 

The Mi/nister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, AprU 17, 1927— S p. m. 

[Eeceived 11 : 16 p. m.] 

102. Stimson mission arrived Managua tihis afternoon. 

Ebebhabdt 


817.00/4714 : lelegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eberhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, April 20, 192^ — 7 p. m. 

[Eeceived April 21—1 : 10 a. m.] 

105. Following from Stimson: 

“In the past four days have conferred repeatedly and fully Min- 
ister, Admiral, and other military oflEicers also Diaz and several mem- 
bers of Government, with many leiiding citizens including chief Lib- 
erals not now in exile, with American financial advisers and some 
foreign diplomatic representatives. In view of Department’s 72, 
April 16, 6 p. m., deem it important to give first strong impressions, 
concurred in by Minister and Admiral, who have approved aU state- 
ments herein. 

First. Military situation. Deem Department overoptimistic as to 
Diaz power to bring about early peace; has won substantial success 
but has not destroyed organized rebel forces; even if he should 
destroy them indications are that protracted guerilla warfare may 
ensue; Moncada reported as very bitter and determined to continue 
such warfare in absence of proper settlement. Has not been cap- 
tured and Government whoUy ignorant as to whereabouts and plans. 
Only $400,000 left of Diaz present loan and at present rate of ex- 
penditures this will only last 6 weeks, after which Government wiQ 
have literally no financial means for defense. In short, quite clear 
that no Nicaraguan leader is able by arms and without United States 
or other foreign assistance to restore and maintain peace. 

Second. Have made it quite clear in all conferences that the 
United States will not reconsider recognition of Diaz; that all dis- 
cussion with me must begin with that fact; that to aU Americans 
Diaz is legitimate chief magistrate until end of term 1928. Depart- 
ment aieed not have slightest concern as to this being fully and 
universally understood. Have then stressed myself ready to con- 
sider and report any suggestions of settlement from any source start- 
ing with this initial fact. 


“ See post, pp. 406 ft 
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Third. Following this, all with whom I conferred without any 
exception have stressed the absolute necessity of 1928 election being 
supervised by United States. Importance and bitterness of Diaz 
legitimacy arises directly out of fact that in Nicaragua, as in all 
other Central American countries, Government regularly can and does 
control result of election. Present Conservative or Liberal control 
of Government machinery will determine result of 1928 election in 
favor of respective party unless free election is assured by the United 
States. 

Fourth. Furthermore Washington conferences of 1907 " and 
1923 ^ have made question of free elections very heart of Nicaraguan 
problem as well as of general Central American problem. Owing to 
government-controlled elections the only way to accomplish change in 
party control of Government is by revolution or coup dPetat. By 
forbidding latter, Washington conferences have strongly tended to 
make existing party control permanent and the United States as 
strongest sponsor of the said conferences becomes target of hatred of 
opposition. In dealing with Central American situation those con- 
ferences have thus treated the symptom and not the disease. 

Fifth. While reserving final conclusions, am now strongly im- 
pressed that the greatest inducement that can now be offered to 
Liberal leaders to agree to early peace would be the knowledge that 
the United States would supervise elections of 1928, exercising suffi- 
cient police powers for that purpose. Both the Government and 
Liberal leaders have spontaneously and without exception indicated 
to me that they would gladly request such police power. Further- 
more, believe that such supervision could be continued with similar 
consent in subsequent years and thus be made means for gradual 
political education of Nicaraguans in self-government through free 
elections. Believe that such action by the United States would 
appeal far more strongly to both American and Latin American 
public sentiment than naked military intervention in support of 
Diaz and against Liberals which may otiierwise quite probably be- 
come necessary to bring about early pacification of the coimtry. 
Such a naked military intervention in 1912, with no vigorous attempt 
to improve political methods of Nicaragua, proved to be wholly 
barren of permanent political benefit and peace lasted only 25 days 
after withdrawal of marines. Therefore believe we should endeavor 
to cairy out a more constructive effort now. 

Sixth. In the light of personal experience in Tacna-Axica affair," 
am fully alive to dangers and difficulties of supervision of elections 

“ See Foreign Relations, 1907, pt. 2, pp. 665 ff. 

** See Conference on Central American Affairs. 

“See Foreign Relations, 1926, voL i, pp. 260 ff. 
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and am studying carefully details and lines of approaeli witli view 
to limitation of American Executive power, and presenting matter 
in most favorable light for senatorial and congressional ratification 
in case that becomes desirable. 

Seventh. In view of foregoing, earnestly hope President wiU not 
crystallize mind against election supervision until I can report 
finally. If that possibility excluded, should deem my visit here of 
comparatively little use. Please show him this cable. Unless imme- 
diately notified to the contrary shall assume that request for Ameri- 
can supervision of elections made by Nicaraguan Government and 
• leaders of Liberal opposition would be at least most seriously con- 
sidered by the President. Stimson.” 

Eberhardt 


817.00/4714 : Telegram 

The Seeretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) 

[Paraplirase] 

Washington, AprU M, — noon. 

74. For Stimson and Eberhardt: Tour telegram number 105 dated 
April 20, 7 p. m. has been shown to the President. 

1. The suggestions contained in Department’s telegram number 72, 
dated April 15, 6 p. m., were made in the light of the military situa- 
tion as seen by us at that time. Paragraph numbered “First” in 
your communication modifies in important respects our principal 
assumption, and stresses the need of a reasonably prompt adjustment. 

2. The possibility of a plan of settlement which should involve 
election supervision is not excluded. Should you finally consider it 
advisable in order to restore peace and stability in Nicaragua, the 
President of the United States, at the request of the Government 
of Nicaragua, would be willing to appoint a commission to supervise 
the next election. He would also be prepared to retain in Nicaragua 
such force of marines as might be requested and required for pre- 
serving order and guaranteeing stability. 

3. The problem should be solved within the limitations of the 
powers of the American Executive. The Department can see no 
occasion for entering into any agreement by means of a treaty. The 
supervision of an election in Nicaragua should be provided for en- 
tirely by Nicaraguan laws or decrees. The American Executive, in 
our view, could act in response to an invitation from the interested 
party or parties, as in the Tacna-Arica case." 

Kellogg 


• “Sfee Foreign ' Relations, J822, voL i, pp. 447 k. 
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817,00/4720 : Telegram 

TK& Minister in Nicaragua {EherTw/rdt) to ths Secretary of State 

Managua, Ayril 23, 1927—11 a. m. 

[Keceived 8:40 p. m.] 

107. Following from Stimson: 

“Developments of the last two days amply justify the assertion 
on the military situation expressed in my cipher telegram 105.*® 
While insurgents thus far seem to be avoiding decisive battle they 
are appearing in larger numbers than anticipated, organized and in 
good morale, and taking initiative in movement. On the other hand 
pessimism growing in Diaz circle. The underlying fact in situation 
is that owing to constant recruitment and desertions from both sides 
the country is full of armed men and groups of actual or potential 
bandits. In this sense it is rapidly nearing anarchy and no settle- 
ment would be of value which did not begin with general disarma- 
ment. Neither side would disarm on faith of other’s disarmament 
alone and the only way it could possibly be peacefully accomplished 
would be through and presence of marines acting as custodians of 
arms. 

Another important feature is necessity of peace before June in 
order to secure any crop during coming year. 

After repeated discussion with men of both parties Diaz placed 
yesterday in my hands signed outline of terms of peace to which 
he would agree to as follows : 

1. Immediate general peace in time for new crop and delivery of 
arms simultaneously by both parties to American custody. 

2. General amnesty and return of exiles and return of confiscated 

property. ' 

3. Participation in Diaz cabinet by representative Liberals. 

4. Organization of a Nicaraguan Constabulary on a nonpartisan 
basis commanded by American officers. 

5. Supervision of elections in 1928 and succeeding years by Ameri- 
cans who win have ample police powers to make such supervision 
effective. 

6. Continuance temporarily of sufficient force of marines to make 
foregoing effective. 

Thereafter four prominent Liberals, two being members of Liberal 
National Party Committee, transmitted to Sacasa through naval 
wirel^S following: 

General Stimson, personal representative of President Coolidge, 
is here, W© have exchanged impressions with him. He teUs me 
[w] informally and unofficially that after discussing the political 
situation with Senor Diaz he is confident that Diaz would make a 


" Ante, p. 333. 
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settlement on the following basis. Here follow Diaz ^eace terms 
as above. The suggested settlement is on the basis of Diaz in office 
until 1928. With the approval of General Stimson we transmit 
the following [foregoing to you. Mr. Stimson stated to us that 
he would be glad to confer in Managua with a representative author- 
ized by you. We request that you reply to us at once as he desires 
a prompt reply to make to Sacasa [sic]. 

Other Liberals had previously wired Sacasa urging appointment 
of representative to talk with me. I have been careful to state 
repeatedly to both sides that I had no authority to promise accept- 
ance of responsibility by President Coolidge. I think it very aston- 
ishing if Sacasa will accept Diaz overture but all this will put him 
on record against what is manifestly and on its face a generous offer. 

The chief hope of acceptance lies in fact that this is first time 
Diaz has offered to disarm on his side, and recognition by Liberals 
that this protects them against Diaz control of 1928 election. 
Organization of a Constabulary imder temporary American com- 
mand as well as instruction seems to be absolutely essential to make 
successful supervision of election possible and could probably be 
justified within the limits of Executive power by invitation of 
Nicaraguan Government, passage of Nicaraguan law and general 
doctrine of good offices as in Tacna-Arica case. Creation of such 
Constabulary would eventually greatly reduce number of marines 
necessary to guarantee stability. Presence of naval forces now 
highly necessary as controlling factor to stabilize situation and make 
any settlement possible. If they are removed I believe country 
would break up into anarchy unless dominated by another country. 
The general distribution of arms is a new factor in situation not 
present heretofore. If Sacasa refuses to settle I fear only alterna- 
tive will be between leaving country to such anarchy and a forcible 
disarmament of the insurgents by the marines. Minis ter and 
Admiral concur in this cable. Stimson.” 


817.00/4720 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua (EherTuirdt) 

[PuapliTase] 

Washtnoton, Aj/ril M, 19%7 — 5 f. m. 
75. For Stimson: In your telegram dated April 23 you express 
doubt as to whether Sacasa will accept peace proposal of Diaz and 
you intimate that forceful disarming of the insurgents by American 
armed forces may be necessary. In view of this the Department 
desires your considered opinion on the following points: 
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1. Could the insurants be disarmed and order restored throughout 
the country by su^ American forces as are now available in 

2. How long would it take to do this? Do you think that order 
could be fully restored by June or by December 31 of this year? Is 
there any likelihood that armed insurgent bands could maintain 
themselves and thus necessitate intermittent guerilla warfare over 
an indefinite period? 

3. What serious resistance could the insurgents put up against 
an attempt to disarm them by force ? 

4. If a policy of forcible disarming should be decided upon by the 
D^artment, do you tibink that an intimation to Sacasa that his 
rerasal to accept the peace terms of Diaz would result in such action 
on our part, would be effective in inducing Sacasa to accept the 
offer of Diaz? 

Keply as soon as possible. 

Kellogg 


817.00/4727 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {ET>erhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, AprU £6, 1927 — noon. 

[Keoeived 9 : 30 p. m.] 

109. Your telegram No. 75.** Received following from Stimson: 

1. Yesterday*^ Sacasa agreed to appoint representatives to come 
to Managua to discuss informally and unofficially with me “the 
adequate means for a pacific solution of the present conflict.” While 
his message is not entirdy satisfactory as to his readiness to compro- 
mise question of Diaz legitimacy, his action considerably raises my 
hope that on arrival of his representatives a settlement may even- 
tually be found possible. 

2. This, however, I believe to greatly depend upon maintenance 
of a firm militaiy attitude by the United States in the face of im- 
proving insurgent military position. It now seems reasonably clear 
that Moncada has probably effected a very considerable concentra- 
tion not far from Tipitapa and is in position to threaten either 
Managua or Granada. Diaz forces formerly facing Moncada now 
reported to have left their positions and withdrawn southward. 

3. Admiral has shown me his despatch of yesterday asking author- 
ity to . hold insurgent advance if necessary at Tipitapa River.*® I 
think his request should be granted. Believe it comes within the 
scope of general purpose of instructions under which he has been 
acting. Advance of the msurgents across river would constitute 

"Supra. 

" Sacasa’s reply Is dated April 24. 

" The river flows from Lake Managua to Lake Nicaragua. 
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serious menace to railroad now guarded by naval forces and also to 
American and foreign lives and interests in the principal cities of 
Managua and Granada. 

4. From the. standpoint of my own efforts at a peaceful solution 
by settlement, believe such action by Admiral if taken would be 
decidedly helpful. On the other hand if insurgents are allowed 
to cross the river not only will peaceful solution on just lines be 
rendered more difficult but the severities of this brutal and bitter 
war will be extended into an important area hitherto substantially 
exempt. 

5. In the light of foregoing development of the situation, would 
answer questions in your telegram 75 as follows: Very prevalent 
opinion among Nicaraguans that our military attitude thus far repre- 
sents a covert intention to intervene selfishly on the side of Conserva- 
tives but that we are held back from decisive action by vacillating 
and timid policy. The most responsible Liberal military leaders 
like Moncada, however, do not desire or intend to fight the United 
States. On such men the manifestation of a firm policy to give them 
a fair election in 1928 and for that purpose to now disarm impartially 
all parties would in my opinion probably terminate organized resist- 
ance to our action not later than first contact of the forces. On the 
other hand think it probable that some guerilla bands would con- 
tinue active and make trouble for considerable period in the more 
remote districts. Believe that the more thickly populated districts 
of west coast probably could be rendered tranquil and protected 
before July first. Forcible disarmament probably could be accom- 
plished by present forces in this country but could be rendered more 
speedy and certain by reenforcement of 800 men. If it were author- 
ized within my discretion to intimate to Sacasa the alternative of 
forcible disarmament, believe it would facilitate chance of settlement 
particularly if it were backed by simultaneous or previous announce- 
ment from military conxmander, when necessary, that insurgents 
would not be allowed to cross river. Whatever effect upon Sacasa, 
believe it would greatly affect many of his more practical military 
associates. 

6. Minister and Admiral concur; and detailed answers to your 
questions by Admiral Latimer after full consideration by him with 
General Feland,^® upon which foregoing summary largely depends, 
follow as part 2.®^ 

7. Strongly suggest that Department hereafter use less compli- 
cated code in view of rapidly changing situation and necessity of 
prompt and accurate information. Stimson,” 

Ebsrhabdt 

^Gen. Logan Feland, commanding Second Brigade, XJ. S- Marine Corps, 

• See telegram inpra. 
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817.00/4728 : Telegiam 

The Mmister in Nicaragua (Eherha/rdt') to the Secretary of State 


Managua, AfrU 19^ — S p. m. 

, [Received 8 : 55 p. m.] 

111. Following part 2 from Stimson : 

“Admiral Latimer’s answers to questions of Department: 

Answer to question 1. It is my opinion that it would be possible 
but with a somewhat larger force it could be done with greater celerity 
and the mere publishing of orders of additional forces to Nicaragua 
would by its moral effect facilitate disarmament. 

Answer to questions 2 and 3. A categorical answer cannot be given 
to these questions as such answer depends on many unknown factors. 
The rainy season usually begins about the 15th of May and lasts 
until about the 10th of November making operations throughout the 
country increasingly difficult. Moncada, Sacasa and Espinosa have 
informed me personally, and Moncada has also publicly stated, that 
they would not undertake to fight the United States. Wasmer and 
some of the other leaders are reported to have said the same thing. 
Leaders like Sandoval, Sandino, Escamilla, Mueller and Cabulla are 
far better off as insurgents than they are in time of peace. In view 
of all of the above and of the liberal terms offered by the Gk)vernment 
it is not believed that continued organized cohesive resistance by any 
large force will long exist and probably not beyond June or July. 
Nevertheless it is my opinion that it is more likely — 

(а) That marauding bands would be able to maintain guerilla 
warfare for a considerable period than 

(б) That complete order would be restored by June or July. 

Question 4 is sufficiently answered in part 1. Stimson.” 

Eberhabdt 

817.00/4729 : Telegram 

The Minister im. Nicceragua {Eberhardt) to the Secretary of State 


Managua, April 19^—10 a. m. 

[Received 1 : 30 p. m.] 

112. Espmosa, Arguello, and Cordero Reyes “ designated by Sacasa 
to confer with Stimson, left Puerto Cabezas this morning at 6 o’clock 
on the destroyer Preston. They should arrive at Managua, Satur- 
day or Sunday." Stimson would be glad to be fully informed as to 
authority discussed in his telegram 100 before their arrival. 


EffiSRBABDT 


“ See tdegKm, supra, tor part 1. 

•a S!’ Minister for Foreign Affairs in the Sacasa regime. 

T»«> ArgtieUo, Minister of GobernaciOn, and Dr. Mam^^rdero 

Bejes, private sddretair to Dr. Sacasa. y'™”™ 

“i. e., April 80 or May 1. 

“Ante, p. 328. 
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81 7.00/4727 : Tel^am 

The Secretary of State to the Minister m Nicaragua {Kberhardt) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, April 19^S p. m. 

79. For StiHason : Your telegram number 109, dated April 26, noon. 

1. With regard to intimating to Sacasa or his representatives that 
forcible disarming may prove to be an alternative to a settlement by 
negotiating, you are authorized to use your own discretion. 

2. The same authority is given you with regard to announcing that 
the insurgents will not be allowed to cross the Tipitapa River. 

8. The Department of the Navy is communicating directly with 
Admiral Latimer on the question of reenforcements in the event that 
forcible disarming becomes necessary. 

EjenoGG 


817.00/4736 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, April ^9, l&Bt — moon. 

[Received 8 : 25 p. m.] 

116. Following from Stimson : 

“Please inform President: 

1. Sacasa conferences \oonferees%'\ expected Corinto today at 1 
o’clock, will be brought here by special train, conference probably 
begins tomorrow. Navy deserves great credit for speed of transit. 

2. With Minister visited Leon, principal Liberal center, yesterday. 
Conferred with prominent Liberals some of whom came from hiding 
to meet us. Warned Conservative officials against harsh action pend- 
ing conference. Arranged for several reasonable Liberal leaders to 
meet Sacasa conferees on train. 

3. Government military situation undoubtedly bad. After being 
amply furnished with men and munitions Government generals not 
only failed to push home mitiated advantage of 3 weeks ago but have 
allowed Moncada to concentrate a probable equal force and take 
initiative. Complete incompetence or treachery or both indicated. 
Moncada though probably ^ort of ammunition now in position to 
threaten river crossing, although Government soldiers still fighting 
well on the defensive. 

4. Admiral has perfected plans to protect crossing and prepared 
annoimcement to Moncada to be used if necessary endeavoring to 
avoid if possible anything in the nature of threat during conference. 

5. Diaz has behaved well consistently and is Evidently willing to 
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entirely subordinate bis own personal interests to a constructive peace 
program. So far as I can see no other equally intelligent and concil- 
iatory substitute for him could be found even if desired. No such 
thing as an impartial Nicaraguan between the two parties exists 
although both clamor for one. 

6. In conclusion we have on our side, first, the general desire 
for a fair solution of the party deadlock in 1928, coupled with a 
constructive program for future political fiscal improvement under 
American supervision which both parties approve of and desire, and 
third, in reserve, American military power. Against us there are, 
first, the bitterness naturally engendered among certain Liberals 
by the war, second, the general resentment against the Chamorro 
couf d^etat^ which has crystallized against Diaz as its beneficiary 
and, third, a well led insurgent force which undoubtedly believes it 
can win the war unless blocked by us. Minister and Admiral concur. 
Stimson.” 

Eberhardt 


817.00/4736 : Telegram 

The Seoretofry of State to the Mimster m Nicaragua {Eberhardt) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washutqton, April SO, 19S7 — noon. 

80. For Stimson: Your telegram number 116, dated April 29, noon. 
Public opinion in this country has high hopes of the success of your 
mission. Failure to reach some sort of a settlement at this time would 
be generally deplored. That section of the press which up to the 
present time has opposed our Nicaraguan policy is supporting your 
efforts and appears to be ready to endorse any reasonable settlement 
you can make. In these circumstances it seems to be extremely im- 
portant that early discouragements should not be allowed to result in 
breaking up the conference. You should use every possible means to 
keep up the negotiations until every expedient is exhausted. The 
President is anxious for you to remain as long as any hope exists 
for an adjustment. In our judgment even the elimination of Diaz 
as a last resort and the selection of another person as Constitutional 
President, pending the holding of an election, should not be excluded 
as a possibility. The President wants you to know that you have 
the widest discretion in handling the entire situation. 

EjSLLOGO 

"On Oct. 6, 1926, Genieral Obamorro seized the fortress dominating the city 
of Managua. See Foreign RelaUom, 19^, voL n, p. 639. 
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817.00/4741 : Telegram 

The Minister i/n Nicaragua {Eherhco'M) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, April SO, 19^ — noon. 

[Received 4 : 26 p. m.] 

117. Following from Stimson: 

“New Minister Foreign Affairs of Salvador evidencing persistent 
desire to intrude into my unofficial negotiations with Sacasa conferees. 
He seems to be making progress in enlisting other Central American 
countries, viz. Guatemala and Costa Rica. Sacasa conferees have not 
yet brought up question but we think that situation contains risk. 
Can you take steps in Washington to head it off? Stimson”. 

Ebebbabdt 


817.00/4743 : Tdegram 

TJie Minister in Nicaragua {Eberhardt') to the Secretary of State 

MLanagua, May 1, 19^-^ p. m. 

[Received May 2 — 10 : 65 a. m.] 

119. [From Stimson:] Held a conference with Sacasa delegates 
yesterday and today. Our position has been fully stated. In their 
reply they have expressed acquiescence fundamental propositions but 
reserved all commitments until they have communicated with Mon- 
cada, which Admiral is arranging. Gteneral atmosphere friendly and 
I believe encouraging. Stimson. 

Ebebhabdt 


817.00/4741 ; Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mirdster in Salvador {Caffery) 

[Paraplirase] 

Washinqton, May 2, 1927 — 11 a. m. 

14. The following telegram has just been received from the Minister 
in Nicaragua : 

[Here follows en elair the text of telegram No. 117, April 80, 1927, 
noon.] 

You may say informally to the Foreign Minister that Colonel Stim- 
son has gone to Nicaragua as the Presidmt’s personal representative 
to investigate the situation, to make a report to the Government of the 
United States, and to use his influence in any proper way to aid in 
bringing about a peaceful solution of present difficulties in Nicaragua. 
Accordingly, the Govenunent of Nicaragua and the representatives of 
the revolutionists have taken this occasion to attend a peace conferraice 
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in. Managua while Colonel Stimson is there. It is the hope of the 
Department that a way will be found to arrange a peace by means of a 
friendly agreement at this conference. 

The time which Colonel Stimson can take from his private affairs 
is limited. Consequently, anything which can delay the peace nego- 
tiations will render it impossible for him to remain until the conference 
closes. 

Although the Department of State appreciates the high motives 
which inspired the Foreign Minister of Salvador to suggest that the 
Governments of the Central American Republics exercise their good 
offices in cooperation with Colonel Stimson, nevertheless, it feels that 
the introduction of any new element into the negotiations at the present 
time would have a tendency to complicate the situation rather than 
aid in a rapid settlement of the Nicaraguan question. Discreetly and 
tactfully point out to Mr. Guerrero that if action of his Government 
should prevent or postpone the conclusion of an agreement between the 
contending factions in Nicaragua, the responsibility for such a result 
must rest with him. 

EjeaxoGa 


817.00/4744 ; Telegram 

The Mirmter in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

MANAGtTA, May 19^7—11 a. m. 

[Received 2 : 36 p. m.] 

120. Following from Stimson : 

“Please inform the President. I deeply appreciate discretion 
granted me and shad not hesitate to use it when necessary. Desire, 
however, that he should have advance information of crises so far 
as they can be forecast in order that he may instruct me when he 
desires. Our negotiations with Sacasa delegates have been excep- 
tionally frank and cordial and they have recorded themselves as 
in thorough sympathy with the fundamental elements of settlement 
stated in my telegram number 107, April 23, 11 a. m., and agreed 
to by Diaz, excepting of course retention of Diaz as to which they have 
made no commitment whatever although Cordero Reyes has an- 
nounced Sacasa’s readiness to step aside. While hopeful of settle- 
ment I yet deem it quite possible that official and army pressure may 
fofee them to make final issue on this point. Have sent American 
officers today to Moncada to arrange conference with me if possible 
or at least to bring his views to Sacasa delegates as to this settle- 
ment. Whether he comes or refuses, crisis may be precipitated al- 
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most imm ediately and it may become necessary for me to threaten 
forcible disarmament of insurgents. In view of statement in your 
number 80 as to possible elimination Diaz as a last resort, I 
desire President to clearly understand my views on that subject. 
In your numbers 74®® and 80 President expresses a hope for settle- 
ment to be worked out under Nicaraguan law and constitution with 
which I emphatically concur. I deem retention of Diaz practically 
necessary for adoption of such constitutional method. Our settle- 
ment plan would make President a mere figurehead so far as Execu- 
tive power is concerned. This has been and will be explained to 
Liberals. Diaz will accept this limitation on his powers and cheer- 
fully and loyally cooperate with execution of plan. After careful 
consideration we know no other Nicaraguan whom we could trust 
to so cooperate. Furthermore, selection of substitute would prob- 
ably involve grave party and personal difficulties. In short, after 
two weeks investigation and most careful reflection I do not believe 
Diaz could be safely eliminated unless in favor of a provisional 
American executive which would involve legal and constitutional 
difficulties. Minister and Admiral emphatically concur and I re- 
quest you show Eberhardt’s telegram number 23, January 23, noon,®® 
the statements in which are amply confirmed by my own investiga- 
tion, to the President. For these reasons I favor insistence upon 
retention of Diaz as a necessary element of our plan, although we of 
course will loyally follow any different instructions should the Presi- 
dent from his broader viewpoint, decide to give them to us. Stimson.” 

Ebbrhardt 


SI 7.00/4744 : Telegram 

The Secretary of Stccfe to the Mwhter in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) 

[Parapbiiise] 

Washington, May 3, 19^7—1 f. m. 

82. For Stimson : Your telegram! number 120 dated May 2, 11 a. m. 
Our attitude on this subject has not changed since conference with you 
at W ashington. Penultimate sentence in Department’s telegram num- 
ber 80, dated April 30, 1927, noon, was intended merely to increase your 
discretionary authority in case you should determine after an investi- 
gation on the ground that the withdrawal of Diaz in favor of another 
person might be worthy of consideration. 

KjEUtiOGG 


"Ant®, p. 332. 
“Ante, p. 326. 
“Not printed. 
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817.00/4750 : Telegram 

The Mi/rdster in Scdvador {Oaffery^ to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

San Salvador, May 3, 19^—1 f. m. 

[Eeceived 5 : 20 p. m.] 

29. With reference to the Department’s 14, May 2, 11 a. m.. Foreign 
Minister in personal conversation today definitely promised to drop 
entire scheme for Central American interference in Nicaragua. 
Sepeated to missions in Costa Rica, Honduras, and Nicaragua. 

Caefert 


817.00/4749 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, May 3, 19^ — % p. m. 

[Received 5 : 28 p. m.] 

121. Following from Stimson: 

“For the President. Moncada is to meet Sacasa delegates. Minister, 
Admiral and myself at Tipitapa early tomorrow morning. Truce 
for 48 hours has been agreed upon for that purpose. Deem it quite 
possible they will refuse consent to settlement based on retention of 
Diaz but from the best of our information their subsequent opposition 
will be largely perfunctory for the purpose of showing their followers 
and outside supporters that they yielded only to force. Have received 
no reply to my number 120 “ and in the absence of such reply expect 
to use my discretion to insist on retention of Diaz. Stimson.” 

Eberhardx 


817.00/4749 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mirmter in Nicaragua {Eierhardt) 

CParapbzase] 

Washinqton, May 4, 19i7—B p. m. 

83. For Stimson: Your telegram 121, May 8, 2 p. m. Should the 
peace proposals of the Constitutional Government be rejected by the 
revolutionists, the negotiations suspended, and the United States 
obliged to resort to forcible disarmament, the United Stat^ would 
not stand committed even to supervise the elections of 1928. Such is 
the understanding here. 

"A small viUage on tbe river of the same name connectii^ Lake Managua 
with Lake Nicaragua, then one of the putposts of the CSoj^mrvatiTe forces. 

“Ante, p. 334. 
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If you concur, this point should possibly be made clear to the 
representatives of Sacasa since they may think they can count upon 
obtaining through the Government of the United States the same 
guarantees after bringing about a forcible disarmament as they 
might obtain if they made peace now. If these negotiations fail, 
it is the feeling of the Department that there should be no implied 
commitments as a result, and that the United States should be 
absolutely free to determine its policy as if there had been no 
negotiations. 

Kellogg 


817.00/4753 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherliardt) to the Secretary of Staie 

Managua, May 4^ 1927 — 4 P> 

[Received May 5 — 12 : 02 a. m.] 

122. Following from Stimson: 

“Strictly confidential for the President. Moncada came to Tipi- 
tapa last night escorted by naval detail sent out Monday by Admiral 
Latimer, His coming to see me was opposed by his generals, and 
naval detail deserves special credit for persuading him to come. 
Early this morning with the Minister and Admiral I took Sacasa 
delegates to Tipitapa and permitted them to confer with Moncada. 
Afterwards he and I conferred alone. He admitted that neither 
he nor Government could pacify country without help of the United 
States, but insisted that in honor of the dead of his army who had 
fought so long against retention of Diaz he could not consent to 
a settlement involving such retention. He stated frankly however 
that he approved all the other terms of proposed settlement. He 
also frankly told me that he would not oppose the United States 
troops if we had determined to insist on Diaz issue. I then told 
him I was authorized by the President to insist on retention of 
Diaz as essential to the plan for a supervised election and was 
authorized to state that forcible disarmament would be made of 
those unwilling to lay down their arms. He agreed to recommend 
to his troops that they should yield and for this purpose I gave 
him at his request the following letter addressed to him; 

‘Confirming our conversation of this morning, I have the honor 
to inform you that I am authorized to say that tne President of the 
United States intends to accept the request of the Nicaraguan Gov- 
ernment to supervise the elections of 1928; that the retention of 
President Diaz during the remainder of his term is regarded as essen- 
tial to th^t plan and will be insisted upon ; that a general disarmament 
of the country is also regarded as necessary for the proper and suc- 


May 2. 
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cessjEul conduct of such election; and that the forces of the United 
States will be authorized to accept the custody of the arms of those 
willing to lay them down including the Government and to disarm 
hose who will not do so.’ 

Sacasa. delegates were then called into conference and in presence 
of Minister and Admiral, I made same statement as to Moncada. 
After private conference they announced that they would recommend 
to Sacasa that no resistance be offered to United States forces. Truce 
has been extended until Saturday noon.®® Orders have been issued 
to Government troops to withdraw from contact with insurgent forces 
and retire south of Tipitapa Eiver. American forces will then be 
interposed along the line of the Tipitapa River in position to receive 
arms of both sides. Moncada will then make announcement to his 
troops and endeavor to secure the voluntary disarmament of as many 
as possible. Am endeavoring to maintain absolute secrecy as to 
situation in order not to render more difficult Moncada’s task. Please 
make no announcement until further notice. Shall cable preliminary 
report on my action probably tomorrow to be available for public 
announcement when desired. While there will probably be resistance 
by small irreconcilable groups and scattered bandits, I believe that 
there will be no organized resistance to our action. I believe, however, 
that the Admiral should be at once specifically authorized to take all 
military steps necessary. Stimson.” 

Eberhardt 


817.00/4764: Telegram 

The MmSster in Nioa/ragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, May 1927 — 7 p, m. 

[Received 10 : 60 p. m.] 

123. Following from Stimson : 

“Your 83 received since my telegram 122,®^ which will make clear 
the impossibility of taking a position as you suggest. Supervision 
of 1028 elections has been throughout my negotiations, as my 
despatches must have clearly revealed, the cHef constructive propo- 
sition about which I have been able to rally the support of all elements 
and by reason of which Moncada and Sacasa delegates, althou^ 
they have not formally agreed to settlement, are trying to persuade 
their followers to a peaceful submission and general peace. To now 
repudiate that offer would in my opinion be unthinkable and a moral 
if not a technical breach of faith on the part of the United States. 
Stimson.” 


-May 7. 

^ Ante , pp. 336 and 337. 
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817.00/4769 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua (JEherhardt) to the Secretary of Staie 

Managita, May 6, 19^— il a. m. 

[Received 11 : 35 p. m.] 

124. Following from Stimson: 

“Following preliminary report to be available for use of President 
in announcing result of my negotiations. To be released for publica- 
tion tomorrow if desired. Fxpect to remain here several days 
watching results and preparing certain necessary papers ; then home 
possibly stopping Puerto Cabezas to see Sacasa. President Diaz has 
formally requested through me that the United States should super- 
vise the coming Nicaraguan elections of 1928 with the purpose of 
making them free and fair and entirely beyond the i^uence or 
control of the Nicaraguan Government. My investigation has shown 
that this evil of Government domination of election lies and has 
always lain at the root of the Nicaraguan problem. Owing to the 
fact that a government once in power habitually perpetuates itself or 
its party in such power by controlling the election, revolutions have 
become inevitable and chronic, for by revolution alone can a parly 
once iu control of the Government be dispossessed. All persons of 
every party with whom I have talked admit the existence of this evil 
and its inevitable results and all of them have expressed an earnest 
desire for the supervision of election by the United States in an 
attempt to get rid of the evil forever. 

To make this offer effective President Diaz proposes the creation 
by Nicaraguan law of an electoral commission to be controlled by 
Americans nominated by the President of the United States and 
offers to turn over to this board the entire police power of the State. 
This is to be accomplished through the organization of a nonpartisan 
constabulary under the instraction and command of American 
officers. He further offers to disband his army and to deliver their 
arms to the custody of the United States. He offers an immediate 
general peace in time for planting the new crop in June; a general 
amnesty to all persons in rebellion or exile and a return of aU oc- 
cupied or confi^ated property to the owners thereof. To insure 
order during the organization of the constabulary he asks for a 
continuance in Nicaragua of a sufficient portion of the present naval 
force. Finally, in order to secure to his Liberal opponents a share in 
the Government during thq intervening period before the election, 
he offers to create a coalition cabinet in which their leaders shall 
share. , 

I have consulted men representing all factions of the Liberal Party 
and they have unanimously and emphatically approved the plan for a 
supervised election in 1928 as the key to the solution of the present 
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gence in his conduct of government and great magnanimity to his 
foes. His present plan offers continued proof of both these charac- 
teristics. Cooperation by the Nicaraguan Government with our rep- 
resentatives in carrying out such a plan for a supervised election is 
vital. We are sure of it under Diaz; we should not be sure of it 
under any substitute whose name has been suggested to me. More- 
over any attempt by the Nicaraguan Congress to elect a substitute 
for Diaz under the forms of Nicaraguan law would almost certainly 
in the present situation become the occasion of further bitter fac- 
tional strife. Although Diaz has been subjected to a bitter press 
campaign of slander both in Central America and the United States, 
he is personally popular with the Liberal leaders and many of these 
have frankly stated to me that he was the most acceptable Conserva- 
tive for the Liberal Party to have in the Presidency. We have for- 
mally announced our recognition of his Presidency to the world and 
have been followed by other nations both in Central America and 
Europe. In January, we formally notified Sacasa that even if he 
were successful in this war, being a revolutionary government, we 
could not recognize him and should continue to recognize the Diaz 
Government until the close of its term. To change now this position 
taken deliberately and in good faith and continued for so long, would 
inevitably so impair our reputation for consistency and fidelity as 
to greatly weaken our power to carry out the present plan to give 
Nicaragua fair elections and to stabilize her government. In all 
these conclusions Minister Eberhardt and Admiral Latimer, the 
American civil and naval representatives on the spot, emphatically 
concur. I told Moncada that I was authorized to say that the Pres- 
ident intended to accept the request of the Nicaraguan Government 
to supervise the election of 1928 ; that the retention of President Diaz 
during the remainder of his term was regarded as essential to that 
plan and would be insisted upon; that a general disarmament was 
also necessary for the proper conduct of such election and that our 
forces would be authorized to accept the custody of the arms of the 
Government and those others willing to lay them down and to dis- 
arm the others. He at once yielded to that statement as did the 
Sacasa delegates when called in. I gave Moncada a letter to that 
effect to use in persuading his troops to disarm and steps are now 
being taken to draw the combatant forces apart and to place the 
American troops between them in order to receive the arms of both. 
A truce until Saturday has teen declared for that purpose. This 
morning after further conference with Moncada I now believe it 
probable that he and most of the insurgent leaders will actively 

Quoted in telegram No. 122, May 4, 4 p. m., from the Minister in Nicaragua, 
p. 3^7. 

•"May 7. 
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cooperate in the pacification and government of the country. I am 
thus hopeful that except for the action -of small groups of irrecon- 
cilables and bandits, this horrible and bitter war is over and will be 
followed by an intelligent and constructive plan for the political 
and economic reconstruction of the country. Each of the foregoing 
steps has been taken with the help and approval of Minister Eber- 
hardt and Admiral Latimer without whose devoted cooperation the 
result would have been impossible. Stimson,” 

Eberhardt 

517,00/4754 : Telegram 

The SeoretaTy of State to the Minister i/n Nicaragua {Eherhardt) 

Washington, May 5, 1927 — 7\x>on. 
84. For Stimson : Your 122, May 4, 4 p. m. and 123, May 4, 7 p. m. 
have been received and shown to the President. The Navy is trans- 
mitting necessary instructions to Admiral Latimer. 

Kellogg 


817.00/4763 : Telegram 

The Mimster in Nicaragua {Eberhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managtta, May 6, 1927—1 p. m. 

[Eeceived 9 : 55 p. m.] 

125. Following from Stimson : 

“Yesterday Diaz proclaimed immediate general amnesty to all polit- 
ical prisoners and exiles, also proclaimed freedom of the press to be- 
come effectire when disarmament proceeds. Moncada has suggested 
and Diaz agreed to appointment of Liberal jefes politicos in six Liberal 
departments. Otlier conciliatory steps under consideration. Believe 
eventual result will be a facto though not a formal settlement be- 
tween Diaz and his opponents. Moncada returns to his army this 
afternoon. Nearly all Government troops are now south of Tipitapa 
Eiver which is being held by Americans, insurgents remaining in for- 
mer position to the north.” 

Eberhabdt 


817.00/4764 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eberhardt) to the Secretary of State 

NiASi.cmi.,May7^m7—10 a. m. 

' [Eeceived 6:35 p. m.] 

126. Fcdlowing from Stunson: 

“President Diaz yesterday afternoon toot steps looking towards the 
restoration of the Ifegal constitution of the Supreme Court as it stood 


See post, pp. 3S9 ff. 
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prior to the illegal changes by Chamorro. Political situation remains 
tranquil and it is improving and there has been no change in military 
situation. Moncada has returned to his army and I expect to hear soon 
satisfactory report as to their coining disarmament. The only discord- 
ant voices are those of the small number of members of revolutionary 
government who have lost their jobs and who through their well or- 
ganized press are seeking to give an entirely false impression that 
peace effort had failed. May I respectfully suggest that Department 
should act promptly in strong public presentment of the true situation 
and should thus take the leadership of American public opinion un- 
less it has already done so. I am refraining from public statement 
until I receive some word of Department’s or President’s approval of 
my action.” 

Eberhardt 


817.00/4766 : Telegram 

Tlie Minister m Nicaragum {Eherhoerdt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, May 8, — S p. m. 

[Eeceived 10:30 p. m.] 

129. Following from Stimson : 

“On May 6th Moncada and Admiral made written memorandum as 
to arrangements agreed upon with Eberhardt and myself for disarma- 
ment which contained the following provisions : 

‘Greneral Moncada returns to his army to undertake to disarm his 
troops and will so disarm all his men insofar as it may be in his power. 
When ready to turn over arms he will notify Admiral Latimer who 
will send a commission to take custody of such arms and ammunition. 
This Moncada will try to do within 8 days.’ 

Moncada also undertook to keep me informed as to progress he was 
making with his army. Today I have received a telegram from 
Moncada which leads me to believe that he has the situation well in 
hand but will probably require the full 8 days for disarmament. 
Under same agreement he is to be given by the Nicaraguan Govern- 
ment through us certain supplies, clothing and $10 for each rifle turned 
over. Arrangements have been completed for such delivery when time 
expires. As Moncada army is isolated by at least 20 miles from 
Tipitapa Eiver which is being held by Americans with all Government 
forces on this side of that river the situation seems secure against 
accidental clashes or bloodshed except such as may arise from maraud- 
ing bands ih other portions of the country. Mobcada informed us 
today h^ h?is aU his troops with him. , , , 

Yesterday and today I had long conferences with Sacasa delegates. 
WlluJ® ^maintaining position that Liba^al^ not accept office under 
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Diaz and therefore will not join Cabinet Ministers, they have assured 
me that Liberals will cooperate in Congressional by-elections in certain 
districts this year and will also accept positions necessary for holding 
1928 elections or necessary for future reconstruction of country. 
Stimson.” 

Eberhardt 


817.00/5382i 

GenercH SaTvdiTio to GeTierdl Moncada 

[Translation] 

El Caoao db Los Chavabias, May P, 19^1. 

Esteemed GmrERAjji I take pleasure in informing you that having 
arrived at this place I have found myself in a difficult position due 
to the fact that all of my followers have not joined me, since I have 
found but a few chiefs, the rest of my troops having gone to Jinotega, 
the place from whence they came. For this reason I feel that my 
remaining at this place will avail me nothing, all of my followers 
having disbanded. 

I have decided to go to Jinotega again to assemble my men, in 
order to collect all the arms. In this case I shall remain there await- 
ing your orders. 

I likewise delegate my rights in order that you may arrange the 
matter as may suit you best, informing me of the resulte at Jinotega, 
which I shall occupy with my troops. 

The disbanding of my men is due to their not finding anything 
to eat and for this reason they have left. However, I assure you 
that as soon as I arrive they must all come where I am and then I 
shall collect all the arms. 

Your affectionaibe coreligionist and friend, 

A. G. Sandino 


817.00/4866 

Notice Issued T>y the Oom^nander of the Special Service Squadron 

{Lalimer) 

T^e Government of the United States, haying accepted the request 
of the Government of Ificaragua to supervise the electipn in the latter 
coirntty in 1928, believes a general disarmament of the country neces- 
sary foif the proper and successful conduct of such election and has 
directed m© to accept the custody of the arms and ammunition of 

“This letter was sent by General Mohd&Ua to Col. Henry L. Stimson, Itec. 5, 
1927, and in turn : tadaHsmitted to the Department by Colonel Stimson as an 
enclosure tp bis lett^ of Feb, 8^ 19^, 

i^ansznitted to the D^artment by t!b4 Minister in Nicaragua as an i^c^osure 
to bis desp^tcb No. 413, May 12, 1927 ; received May 24. 
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those willing to place them in my custody, including the arms and 
ammunition of the forces of the Government, and to disarm forcibly 
those who do not peaceably deliver their arms. 

The Government of Nicaragua has expressed its willingness to 
deliver the arms under its control and I have directed that such arms 
of the Government be accepted for custody in the same proportion 
that arms are delivered by the forces opposing the Government. 

The Nicaraguan Government has granted general amnesty to 
all political and armed opponents. To facilitate the return to peaceful 
occupations of those who have heretofore opposed it that Government 
will pay 10 cordobas to each and every individual delivering a service- 
able rifle or machine gun to the custody of the United States forces* 
Amnesty and protection are assured to such individuals by the Nica- 
raguan Government and by the forces under my command. 

To avoid the regrettable and useless shedding of blood all indi- 
viduals and leaders of groups, now having in their possession or in 
hiding serviceable rifles, machine guns or ammunition or who know 
of the location of such munitions as may be hidden, should imme- 
diately deliver them to the custody of the nearest detachment of the 
American forces. Upon such delivery payment of 10 cordobas will 
be made, in the presence pf a Commission of United States officers, 
for each serviceable rifle or machine gun so delivered. 

Managua, May 10, 1927. 

J. li. Ua t tmt^r 


817.00/4866 

TTie Personal Representatwe of the Presidenl of the United States 
m Nicaragua {Stimson) to General Moncada’^ 

Tipitapa, May If, 1927, 

Dear Qekerajl Monoada : I am glad to learn of the authority that 
has been placed in you by your ariny to arrange for a general dis- 
armament. I am also glad to make clear to you and to your army 
the attitude of the President of the United States as to this matter. 
In seeking to terminate this war. President Coolidge is actuated 
only by a desire to benefit the people of Nicaragua and to secure for 
them a free, fair and impartial election. He believes that only by 
such free and fair elections can permanent peace be secured for 
Nicaragua. To insure this in ,1928 he has consented to the request 
that American representatives selected by him shall supervise the 
election. He has also consented to assign American officers to train 
and command a non-partisan national constabulary for Nicaragua 
which will have the duty of securing sudi a fair election and of 

^aasmitted to, tlie In Nicaragua as an 

to’bts NO. 418, May 1^, 19^27; received May 24. 
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preventing any fraud or intimidation of voters. He is willing also 
to leave in Nicaragua until after the election a suflBlcient force of 
marines to support the work of the constabulary and insure peace 
and freedom at the election. 

As further evidence of the good faith of the American Govern- 
ment and of the present Nicaraguan Government in this matter, I 
am glad to tell you what has already been done. It will answer 
the questions contained in the letter of your soldiers which you have 
shown me. General amnesty has already been granted by the Presi- 
dent of Nicaragua. I have recommended to President Diaz that 
the Supreme Court be reconstituted by the elimination of the illegal 
judges placed in that court under Sr. Chamorro. President Diaz 
has already called upon these judges for their resignations and 1 
believe that these resignations will be obtained. I have already 
advised that the Congress be reconstituted by holding of special 
elections in these Liberal districts where elections were not held in 
1926 under conditions which will insure that the Liberal voters will 
be amply protected in their rights. I have also recommended that 
members of Congress illegally expelled by Sr. Chamorro whose 
terms have not yet expired be reinstated. I have been assured that 
this will be done. 

I have recommended that Liberal Jefes Politicos be appointed in 
the six Liberal districts of Bluefields, Jinotega, Nueva Segovia, 
Esteli, Chinandega, and Leon, I have been assured that this will 
be done. 

In short, I have recommended that steps be taken so far as pos- 
sible to restore the political condition as it existed in Nicaragua 
before the Chamorro cov/p and I believe that so far as 

possible it will be done. 

I hope that these steps will assure you and your army of the fair- 
ness of the United States Government and its desire to see peace, 
justice and freedom re-established in Nicaragua without any unfair- 
ness or favoritism towards any party but being regardful of the 
rights of Liberals and Conservatives alike. 

Very respectfully yours, 


Bjenkt L. Stimsok 


S17.00/4773 : Telegram 

The MwAster in Nicaragua {Eberhardt) to the Secretary of StaA^ 

Managua, Mc^ 11^ 19^7 — 9 p. 

[Eecezvad May 12 — 1 : 03 a. m.] 

181. Following from Stimson : 

‘With Minister Eberhardt, Admiral Latimer and General Feland, 
have had a second cp^^erence today with Moncada and one pf his gen- 
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erals at Tipitapa. I believe we have concluded satisfactorily the final 
details for the disarmament of the insurgent army which is expected 
to be completed in two days after which I am invited to meet personally 
and address it at Las Banderas on Saturday.” 

Berrhardt 


817,00/477{5 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, May 12^ 1927 — 9 p, m. 

[Received May 13 — ^9 : 40 a. m.] 

133. Following 'from Stimson : 

‘‘At 4 : 30 this afternoon I received the following telegram from 
Boaco : 

‘The military chiefs of the Constitutionalist Army assembled in ses- 
sion today have agreed to accept the terms of the declaration made by 
General Henry L. Stimson, personal representative of President Cool- 
idge of the United States and consequently have resolved to lay down 
their arms. They hope that there will be immediately sent to receive 
these arms sufficient forces to guarantee order, liberty and property.’ 

Signed by Moncada and 11 generals including all his prominent chiefs 
except Sandino. I am informed that latter agreed to sign but broke 
his word and with small band of men left Moncada. I believe this 
marks definitely the end of the insurrection. Trucks with escort of 
marines left this morning to receive the arms. 

Colonel Robert Rhea of Marine Corps was appointed today Chief 
of the Constabulary and has begun work of organization. After vis- 
iting Moncada’s army Saturday and arranging as far as possible 
with Diaz Government the immediate program of conciliation and re- 
construction I hope to sail for home Monday via Key West.” 

Eberhardt 


817.00/4781 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eberhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, May 16^ 1927—9 f.m. 

[Received May 16 — 11 : 52 a. m.] 

134. Following from Stimson: 

“The civil war in Nicaragua is now definitely ended. Nearly all 
the Government troops and practically the entire insurgent army of 
Moncada have been disbanded and substantially all of their arms 
have b^n turned over to our custody. We have received thus far 
6,200 rifles, 272 machine guns and 5,000,000 rounds of ammunition. 
There has b4en very little disorder and not a single American shot 

”May 14. 

"May 14. 
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has been fired against the organized forces of either side. Among 
the Nicaraguans themselves bloodshed has substantially ceased since 
our actions of May 4th. 

There also seems less danger of banditry and guerilla warfare 
than I at first feared. Even Cabulla, the guerilla chief of Chinan- 
dega, has notified us that he would follow the lead of Moncada and 
turn over his arms. The troops of both sides after giving up their 
arms are hastening to their homes so as to be in time for the plant- 
ing of this year’s crops and the resumption of their peace time occu- 
pations. This result has been accomplished by the faith of both 
sides in our promise to supervise the elections of 1928 and to give 
both sides a free and fair election. This was well expressed by 
Moncada in his final conference with me on May 11th when he for- 
mally made the following statement: 

‘The Liberals cannot believe that the Government of the United 
States through the personal representative of President Coolidge 
will give a promise which it will not fulfill. Once again the Liberals 
place their confidence in the United States. The leaders of ^e army 
will try to convince their men that this promise of fair elections will 
be fulfilled. The central point which the army wishes to be assured 
of is that the United States will do its best to give Nicaragua a fair 
election in 1928.’ 

I believe that our action meets general approval among the tibink- 
ing men and women of Nicaragua irrespective of party. Evidence 
of this is apparent on every side. Almost the only malcontents are 
the extremely small group of personal associates of Sacasa, who, 
through their well organized press bureaus in Mexico, Costa Bica, 
Guatemala and the United States, have sought to convey an entirely 
false impression of the situation. The views of these men who have 
done no fighting for their cause carry little weight in Nicaragua. 
The fighting men of the insurgent army have taken a truer and more 
generous view of our action and are preparing to cooperate in the 
future work. In this work of conciliation and reconstruction the 
Diaz Government has taken an encouraging lead. Anmesty was de- 
clared even before the troops were disarmed and pledges have been 
given to restore the courts and the Congress to the status existing 
before the Chamorro couf dPStat. There has also been promised 
the appointment of Liberal local officials in the Liberal provinces. 

I am bringing with me the formal request of the Govenunent for 
American: supervision , at the 1928 election.''* I believe that the way 
is now open for the; development of Nicaragua along the lines of 
peace,, order and ultimate self-government.” 

:■ Ebtohabot 


” See note of FreeiOwt Diaz to President OooUdge, May 16, 1927, p. 9B0. 
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817.00/4782 : Telegram 

Mimster m Niearagua {Eherhardt) to the Seoretary of-Stcde 

Managtta, May 16, 19B7 — 11 a. m. 

[Received 1 p. m.] 

136. Mr. and Mrs. Stimson and Dawson left here for Corinto this 
morning. Will sail this afternoon TJ. S. S. Trenton for Hampton 
Roads. 

Ebebhakdt 


817.00/4868 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Seoretarg of State 

Managua, May 81, 1987—11 a. m. 

[Received 2 : 04 p. m.] 

139. Sacasa with 26 followers left last night for Puerto Limon on 
steamship Wawa. They may be expected to be joined by Nica- 
raguan Liberals there and to combine in efforts to embarrass the Diaz 
Government.” 

Repeated to Costa Rica. 

Ebebbabdx 


817.00/4867 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretarg of State 

Managua, May 26 j 1927 — 3 p, m. 

[Keceiyed 9:40 p. m.] 

141. Admiral Latimer, General Feland and the American forces 
in Nicaragua deserve highest praise for having effected a wonderful 
disarmament with minimum of friction or bloodshed. To date 
American forces have received 11,600 rifles, 303 machine guns and 
five and a half million cartridges, of which the Liberals turned in 
over 3,000 rifles, 26 machine guns and one and a half million 
cartridges. 

June 6th will probably be set as the last date , upon which payment 
will be accepted for delivery of arms, after which any person found 
with them in their possession will be punished by Nicaraguan law. 

General Sandino is the only^ remaining revolutionary leader of 
consequence who has refused to lay down his arms. He is headed 

” By a decree issued at Fuerto Oabezas, May 20, M27, Dr. Sacasa announced 
the tenalnatlon of Ms r^ime, organized in that/neighborliood Dec. 1, 1926 
(file No. 817.00/4918). 
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for the Honduraneaji boundary with about 200 followers including 
60 Honduraneans. He left San Bafael May 24 for Tali headed 
probably for Dipilto and DanliJ® Besides arms he has several 
hundred mules. 

Repeated to Tegucigalpa. 

Ebersmsdt 


ASSISTANCE BY THE UNITED STATES IN THE SUPERVISION OF 
ELECTIONS IN NICARAGUA’’ 

817.00/4902 

President Dias to President CooUdge 

Managua, May 19^7. 

ExOEaxENOr: In order that the elections which under the constitu- 
tion of Nicaragua are to be held in October, 1928, for the purpose of 
electing a President of the Republic and members of its National 
Congress shall be free, fair, and impartial and not open to fraud 
or intimidation practiced by any of the parties contending at such 
election upon each other, Ihe Government of Nicaragua requests the 
President of the United States to lend to it its assistance and good 
offices in insuring such an election. To this end, the Government of 
Nicaragua requests the friendly assistance of the President of the 
United States in preparing a proper election law in Nicaragua, in 
securing supervision by impartial Americans over the actual conduct 
of the elections, in securing American assistance to train and direct 
an impartial and non-partisan force of constabulary to secure law 
and order and prevent intimidation of voters and to in other ways 
secure American assistance in tranquillizing the sorely disturbed 
condition of the country so that such election can be fairly held. 

I have the honor to submit a memorandum showing the steps 
which my Government suggests may be desirable or appropriate to 
be taken in order that the President of the United States may be 
able adequately to perform this great service to the Republic of 
Nicaragua, should he be willing to do so. The Government of 
Nicaragua will gladly consider the taking of any other steps on its 
part which may be suggested by the President of the United States 
as essential or desirable for the accomplMiment of that purpose. 
Believe me [etc.] Adolfo Diaz 

"In Honduras. 

" See also pp. 285 fl., especially telegram No. 12A May 6, 11 a. m., from the 
Minister in Nicaragua, p. 339. For previous correspondence concerning super- 
vision of elections in Nicaragua, see Foreign Relations, 1^, vol. n, pp. 487 ff. 

"This letter was brought to the United States by Col. Henry L. Sthnson, 
personal representative of President Ooolidge in Nicaragua, and was received in 
the Division of Latin American Affairs, June 4, 1927. 
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[Enclosure] 

Memorandum as to Suggested Steps To Be Tavern LooMng Towards 
the Holding of a Free^ Fair^ and Impartial Election, in Nicaragua 
in October 1928^ With the Assistance of the President of the United 
States and Under the Supervision of American Officials Suggested 
by Him 


Enactment of an Adequate Eueotion Law 

(1) , The President of the United States may select an expert in 
matters of election law to advise him as well as the Nicaraguan Con- 
gress as to a proper electoral law to be enacted by said Congress in 
order to provide the means and method by which the assistance of 
impartial Am erican advice and supervision can be rendered for hold- 
ing Nicaraguan elections. The salary and expenses of this expert 
shall be borne by the Nicaraguan Government. 

(2) . While reserving to the President of the United States, 
through this expert or otherwise, to suggest modifications and 
changes in the electoral plan to be prescribed by this law, the fol- 
lowing outline of the electoral system is suggested as appropriate: — 

(A) . Under the electoral law there shall be created a National 
Electoral Commission which shall have full and general power to 
supervise the election and to prescribe regulations having the force 
of law for the registration of voters, the casting of their ballots, and 
all other matters pertaining to the election that are not covered by 
the electoral law. Among other powers, the National Electoral 
Commission shall have the exclusive right to canvass the number of 
votes cast at the election and to determine all questions and contests 
as to the regularity and legality of such votes, and their determina- 
tion as to the number and legality of the votes cast shall be final and 
shall be reported directly to Congress fpr its certification and decla- 
ration of the result of the election. 

(B) . This Commission shall consist of three members to be sug- 
gested by the President of the United States, one such member being 
a Conservative, one a Liberal, recommended by the respective party 
organizations to which they belong, and the third, the Chairman, 
being an American. A majority of the Commission shall be (suffi- 
cient) to constitute a quorum and to take action on any matter but 
no such action or resolution of the Commission shall be valid or 
effective unle^ concurred in by the American Chairman. 

(C) . There shall be in each Department a Departmental Election 
Conimission composed of three members^ one Conservative, one Liberal, 
and the Chairman, the latter being an American. These members shall 

323422 — 42*— vol. ni 29 
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be appointed by the ITational Electoral Commission, the Liberal and 
Conservative members being appointed after consultation with the 
local organizations of the respective parties. 

(D) . In each polling place, there shall be a Local Election Board 
composed of three members, one Conservative, one Liberal, and the 
•Chairman, the latter being an American. These members shall be ap- 
pointed by the ITational Electoral Commission, the Liberal and Con- 
servative members being appointed after consultation with the local 
organizations of the respective parties. 

(E) . In the Departmental Commissions and Local Boards, a major- 
ity of the members shall be sufficient to constitute a quorum and to take 
action by resolution or otherwise but no such action or resolution shall 
be valid or effective unless concurred in by the American Chairman. 

n 

Preservateon op Law and Order for the Purpose op the Conduct op 

THE Election 

(1) . The National Army shall be disbanded and mustered out of 
service contemporaneously with the disbandment of the opposing 
forces and the function of preserving law and order throughout the 
country shall be assumed, by a National Constabulary to be organized 
under the instruction and, so far as possible, the direction and command 
of American officers now in active service and detailed to this duty 
by the President of the United States."^® 

(2) . The National Electoral Commission, through its Chairman, 
shall have the right to command the services of the National Constabu- 
lary and to issue orders thereto for the purpose of preventing intimida- 
tion and fraud in the election and of preserving law and order during 
the various acts of registration and voting. It shall also have the right 
by regulation to prescribe the method mider which the Departmental 
Election Commissions and the Local Election Boards shall each have 
the right to command the services of members of the National Con- 
stabulary located within their jurisdiction for the similar purpose of 
preventing intimidation and fraud and preserving law and order for 
the election. 

(3) . In view of the disturbed condition of the country after the 
recent civil war and of the fact that a very considerable time will be 
required for the organization, instruction, and discipline of the Na- 
tional Constabulary, the Government of Nicaragua requests that the 
President of the United States will permit a sufficient force of Ameri- 
can marines to remain in the country pending the organization and 
instruction of the Constabulary and during the election to reinforce the 


” See pp. 433 tt . 
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work of the Constabulary in securing an absolutely impartial election 
between both parties. 

A[DOiiFo] D[iaz] 


817.00/4902 

The Secretary of State to the Mimster m Nicaragua {Eherhardt) 

No. 234 Washington, Jrnie 11^ 19^. 

Sm: The Department transmits herewith a letter from the Presi- 
dent of the United States to the President of Nicaragua which you 
will deliver personally to the latter. A copy of this letter and a copy 
of President Diaz’ communication to which it replies are enclosed 
for your information and the files of the Legation. 

The Department desires you to consult with President Diaz with 
regard to the manner in which the aid of the United States may be 
best rendered for the supervision of the elections and the maintenance 
of peace and order in Nicaragua until that time, and report in full 
to the Department, together with your personal recommendations. 

I am [etc.] Frank B. Kecxogg 

[Endosure] 

President Ooolidge to President DioB 

Washington, June 10^ 19^. 

Excellenot : I have received Your Excellency’s letter dated May 
15, 1927, requesting the friendly assistance of the President of the 
United States in preparing a proper election law in Nicaragua, in 
securing supervision by impartial Americans of the actual conduct 
of the elections, in securing American assistance to train and direct 
an impartial and non-partisan force of constabulary to secure law 
and order and prevent intimidation of voters, and in other ways to 
secure American assistance in tranquillizing the sorely disturbed con- 
dition of the country so that elections can be fairly held. Your 
Excellency submitted with this letter a memorandum showing the 
steps which your Government suggests may be desirable or appro- 
priate to be taken in order that the President of the United States 
may be able adequately to perform this great service to the Republic 
of Nicaragua. Your Excellency adds that the Government of Nica- 
ragua will gladly consider the taking of any other steps on its part 
which may be suggested by the President of the United States as 
essential or desirable for the accomplishment of that purpose. 

In reply I am pleased to inform Your Excellency that I shall 
welcome the opportunity to assist the Government of Nicaragua to 
hold free and fai^r elections at the time appointed by the Constitution. 
I have been much gratified at the recent settlement of the difficulties 


^Suprk 
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in Nicaragua brought about through the good offices of my personal 
representative, Colonel Stimson, and the wisdom and patriotism 
shown by the Nicaraguan Government and the Nicaraguan people 
of all factions. It is my earnest desire that the peace which has now 
been arranged may be a permanent one, and to this end it is my 
desire to be of all possible assistance in the future. I am instructing 
the American Minister at Managua to discuss with Tour Excellency 
the manner in which the aid and assistance of the United States 
can be best extended both for supervising the elections in Nicaragua 
and for maintaining order in the country until that time. Mr. Eber- 
hardt has my entire confidence and will, I know, welcome this 
opportunity to be of service to the Nicaraguan people. 

Accept [etc.] Calvin Coolidqb 

817.00/4978 

The Minister in Nicaragua {El)erha/rdt) to the Secretary of State 

No. 437 Managua, July 7, 19^7. 

[Keceived August 9.] 

Sir: I have the honor to transcribe herewith for the information 
of the Department, the Decree No. 49 of President Diaz calling 
elections in the Departments and Districts where no such elections 
were held in 1926 on account of revolution : 

(From La Gaceta^ Diario Oficial, Managua, June 18, 1927) 


A translation of this Decree follows : 

No. 49 

The President of the Eepublic in the use of his powers and in 
accord with Article 81 of the Constitution, 

Decrees: 

Artxole 1st: CaU elections of Senators and Deputies in those 
departments and districts where on accoimt of war such elections 
were not held or renaain incomplete. 

Article 2nd: This Decree also affects the districts and cantons 
of the Atlantic Coast where there was no voting because those places 
were occupied by the rebel forces. 

Art^cole 3rd: Sunday, the Fourth of September of the current 
year, is set for the day to carry into effect this voting. 

Articie 4th: This Decree will commence to be in for<» from the 
date of its insertion in the Gazette^ and in the Departments of Le6n, 
Clunand^a, iJ^teli and Bluefields from its proclamation by Band in 
the capitsds of such departments. 

Make pt&lici Presidency. Managua, June 17, 1927. Adolfo 
Diaz. Mmi^r of the Interior, Ricardo Lopez C. 

I have [etc.] ^ Oblaries O. Eberhabdt 
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817.00/4960 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mirdster m Nioaragva {Eberhardt) 

Washington’, August S, 1927—8 "p, m. 

118. Tour 186, August 1, 3 p. m.®^ The foUo’wing statement was 
made public at the Executive Offices at Eapid City on July 2nd : 

“In order to carry out the promse made to the Nicaraguan Govern- 
ment and to the Liberal Party in Nicaragua that the United States 
would supervise ^e Nicaraguan Presidential elections in 1928, to 
insure that all Nicaraguans may freely express their preference at 
the polls, it will be necessary to establish a commission to supervise 
the elections. It has been agreed that the Chairman of this Commis- 
sion should be an American nominated by the President of the United 
States and appointed by the President of Nicaragua. The President 
will nominate for this position General Frank K. McCoy. 

It ■will be necessary for General McCoy to "visit Nicaragua before 
the Presidential elections in order to study conditions and to make 
recommendation^ and he •vtiU probably leave for Nicaragua in Au- 
gust as the President’s representative lor this preliminary work.” 

You may inform President Diaz of the above, and also say that 
General McCoy sails August 10th and ■will arrive at Corinto about 
August 22, the exact day being communicated to you later. You 
will request for him the usual courtesies of the port and arrange for 
him to have an interview with President Diaz immediately upon 
his arrival in Managua. General McCoy is anxious to observe the 
elections of September 4 in order to familiarize himself ■with the 
manner in whidi elections are conducted in Nicaragua. Please see 
that the necessary facilities are accorded to him. Mimro®* accom- 
panies McCoy who is also bringing his aide and a private secretary. 

Kellogg 


817.00/4981 

The Secretary of State to the Personal BepresentaMve of the President 
of the United States m Nicaragua {McCoy) 

Washington, Augvet 9, 19^ J 

Mr Dear General MoCot : I take pleasure in transmitting here’with 
your commission as the Personal Bepresentative of the President of 
the United States in Nicaragua, "with the rank of Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary. In handing you this commission I am 
authorized by the President to inform you that your mission in 
Nicaragua "wffl be to carry out the promise made to the Nicaraguan 
Government and to the Liberal party in Nicaragua by Colonel Henry 

“ Not printed. 

“Dam G. Mtiijro, who had been transferred from Panama to Nicaragua as 
first secretary of Legation. 
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L. Stimson, acting as the Personal Eepresentative of the President, 
that the United States would supervise the Nicaraguan presidential 
elections in 1928. It is the intention of the President to nominate you 
as the Chairman of a Commission to be established to supervise these 
elections, your appointment to be made by the President of Nicaragua. 

It is also the President’s desire that you should during your entire 
stay in Nicaragua study conditions, both political and military, and 
make recommendations to the President and to me, and do everything 
possible to assist the Nicaraguan Government in electoral and military 
matters. 

I am [etc.] Frank B. E^llogo 

817.00/6036 

President Diaz to the Am&rwam, Mirdster (Pberhardt)^ 

[Translation 

Managua, Avgust 18, 19^. 

Mr. Minister : I have read with satisfaction the letter of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, Calvin Coolidge, which was delivered to me 
by Your Excellency a few days ago in reply to the one which I ad- 
dressed to bim about matters of great interest to Nicaragua.®* I wish 
to refer to that part of this important document where President 
Coolidge teUs me to make to you any pertinent suggestions regarding 
the best way of supervising the election of high oflBicials which shall 
take place in this Republic in October 1928, and which forms an es- 
sential part of the plan adopted for the pacification and political 
reconstruction of Nicaragua. 

Since General McCoy, the expert selected by President Coolidge to 
plan, direct and carry out the work of supervision, will arrive shortly 
it seems to me advisable to defer until he has formed his impressions 
in the country the discussion of the most important points and the 
outlining of plans to be followed to obtain greater eflBcienc^ in the work 
and to satisfy better the two political parties directly interested. 

For the present I wish especially to call your attention to the 
desirability of effecting all necessary acts and measures in order that 
upon this act of supervision, that is, upon a free and fair election, there 
may be built up tomorrow on a permanent basis the general policy 
of the Government which formerly produced such happy results for 
Nicaragua when it was carried out with the friendly cooperation of 

"Transmitted to the Department by the Minister as an enclosure to his despatch 
No. 468, Sept. S, 1927 ; received September 19. 

“Bile translatlcm revised. 

"Ante, pp. 358 aSd 366. 
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the Government of the United States; that is to say, matters must 
be arranged in such a manner that whatever the result of the election 
may be, the man or party that wins must be bound by solemn pledges 
to follow a social and economic policy along the lines indicated by 
this cooperation of the Government of the United States which is 
regarded as a guarantee for the future of the people of Nicaragua. 
Without this, this very act, so helpful to the development of democ- 
racy, might endanger the maintenance of peace, because the new 
Government, with an inclination to destroy what has been done up to 
now and to separate itself from the influence of the United States, 
might seek the cooperation of other foreign elements which would be 
a menace for the future and a source of uneasiness. 

With this accomplished, it is easy to discover ways by which Gen- 
eral McCoy may obtain complete success in his work of supervision 
with which President Coolidge has entrusted him, and I assure you 
that from now on he will have at all times the willing and determined 
cooperation of the Government over which I preside. 

Among those measures designated to maintain the system of coop- 
eration which has been adopted in agreement with the American 
Government, is the continuance of the Chusrdia NadoTidl in the form 
in which it is now functioning under the direction and conunand of 
American officers vmder the supreme command of a high officer of the 
American Army, Gen. Elias K. Beadle. This gwirdm in time will 
become a disciplined and intelligent "body, adapted to all military 
duties and supporting the Constitution and the national institutions; 
but until it reaches a state of complete efficiency the peace of the 
Eepublic must be assured against any subversive attempts or other 
resistance. In my opinion, this should be attained by leaving a small 
body of American marines during the next Presidential term as a 
Legation guard as was done formerly. The happy results which we 
might obtain by the presence in the Capital of a small body of 
marines are indicated by the results already obtained in the 13 years 
of peace which Nicaragua enjoyed and which arose from the respect 
derived by the constitutional governments from the indirect assist- 
ance of this body of marines. 

We have also seen how upon the withdrawal of these marines peace 
came to an end and the Republic was thrown into a state of terrible 
agitation and became involved iu one of our most bloody and destruc- 
tive civil wars. 

I have set forth briefly these suggestions regarding the three points 
which I consider essential for the strengthening of the peace and a 
political regeneration, because I know that Your Excellency with your 
knowledge of the cormtry, of its men, of its resources and of its diffi- 
culties, will be able to understand the question clearly and to explain 
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it in a more detailed maimer to President Coolidge and to the Depart- 
ment of State when you undertake your projected journey. 

I extend my thanks at this time to Your Excellency for your efforts 
along the lines indicated, and I avail myself [etc.] 

Adolto Diaz 


817.00/4995 : Telegram 

TTie Minister in Nica/ragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, August 19Z7 — 9 a. m. 

[Eeceived 1 : 50 p. m.] 

205. Most Conservatives, including Chamorro followers, are urging 
Diaz to advise Chamorro by cable to renounce publicly any intention 
to be Presidential candidate 1928 and to declare publicly that he will 
return and actively support any regularly nominated candidate. They 
do not ask that the Department openly commit itself, but believe 
Chamorro will comply if Diaz may add in the communication that 
both the Department of State and this Legation have knowledge of 
the message. Does the Department perceive any objection to such 
cable? 

Ebkrhardt 


817.00/4996 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister i/n Nica/ragua {Eberhardt) 

Washington, August 19^7 — ru>on. 

127, Diaz may state to Chamorro that he has notified the Depart- 
ment of State and the Legation of his message as you suggest in your 
205, August 20, 9 A. M. In my opinion, he is not eligible under Article 
104: of' the Constitution of Nicaragua®^ because he was de facto presi- 
dent and held the office during a part of the term preceding the next 
election. Unless the Constitution means this, it would have little effect 
because if one could hold the office during a part of the term, then 
resign and become a candidate, it would entirely nullify the intent 
of this provision. We refused to recognize him because he obtained 
the office in violation of the treaty. I think as a last resort I should 
be willing to notify Chamorro that the Department does not consider 
him eligible under the Constitution and, therefore, could not recognize 
him as president, should he be elected. For the present, however, it 
is probably sufficient for you to authorize Diaz to make the statement 
he r^uested. 

Ejbzlogg 

OHien Nicaraguan Minister In Prance. See telegram No. 240, Dec, 10, 1920, 
from the Minister in Nicaragua, Foreign Relations, 1920, voL n, p. 81L 
•^Translation of article 104 of the Nicaraguan Constitution reads: ^No citizen 
who holds the oflOice of President, either as the duly elected incumbent or acci- 
dentally, shall be eligible to the office of President or Vice President for the next 
term .” — Foreign Relations, 1912, piK 907r, 1005. 
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817.00/5001 : Telegram 

The Minister in, Niccuragva {_Eberhardt) to the Secretary of State 


Managua, August — 6 p. m, 

[Keceived 10 p. m.] 

209. McCoy and party arrived today; Mnnro is expected to 
arrive 27tli. 


£]berhaedt 


817.00/5005 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua (Eberhardt') to the Secretary of State 

Managua, August £9, 19^7 — 0 p. m. 

[Eeceived 8 : 40 p. m.] 

216. Arrangements liave been made for marines to be present solely 
as observers and if necessary to back up the local police in maintaining 
order in the departments where elections will be held next Sunday.** 
As previously agreed the Conservatives will not contest the elections 
in Leon, Chinandega and Esteli. There wiQ be a contest in Bluefields. 
At the request of Moncada and with the consent of the President, 
marines will be sent to the important points in that department where 
they are not already stationed to remain only over election day. 

Eberhardt 

817.00/6009 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua (Eberhardt') to the Secretary of State 

Managua, Axtgust 31, 19Wt — 3 p. m. 

[Received 8 p. m.] 

220. Cable referred to in my 205, August 20, 9 a. m., and Depart- 
ment’s 127, August 22, noon, was sent by Diaz on the 29th, supported 
by a cable signed by most of the prominent Conservatives of Granada 
who also joined in a letter to Chamorro explaining in detail their 
attitude. Copies and translations follow in next mail. *• 

SBEBHAEIXr 


817,00/5011 ; Qdelegram 

The Mi/tdster i/n Nico/fcigua {Eierhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, Seytomher 1^ 19^7 — p. m. 
[Eeceived September 2 — 12 : 17 a. ra.] 
0jO9, President Diaz has just shown me a curt telegram of resignation 
&bm Chamorro, presumably called forth by the telegrams referred 


** September 4. 
*• Not printed. 
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to in my telegram of August 31, 3 p. m. It is not known how this will 
affect Chamorro’s declared intention of leaving Europe for Nicaragua 
via the United States about September 14th. 

Diaz has replied requesting explanation of the ex-President’s reasons 
for resignation. 

EBEIffiCAEDT 


817.00/6035 

The Minister m Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

No. 467 Managua, Septerriber 19^. 

[Keceived September 19.] 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the Department’s 
information, a copy of a note which I addressed to the Foreign Office 
on August 25, 1927, informing the Nicaraguan Government of the 
nomination of General McCoy to be Chairman of the Commission to 
supervise the elections of 1928, and that General McCoy had come 
to Nicaragua as the personal representative of the President of the 
United States with the rank of Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary; and also a copy and translation of the reply received 
from the Minister for Foreign Affairs under date of August 26, 1927. 
It will be noted that Dr. Cuadra Pasos states that President Diaz has 
instructed him to say that the President accepts with pleasure the 
suggestion of the President of the United States, that General McCoy 
will be duly appointed as chairman of the commission to supervise the 
elections, and that the Government will endeavor to give him every 
assistance in carrying out his mission. 

I have [etc.] Charles C. Eberhardt 


[Enclosure 1] 

The American Minister (Eberhardt) to the Nicaraguan Minister for 
Foreign Affairs (Cuadra Pasos) 

No. 130 Managua, August 19^. 

Excellency: I have the honor to advise Tour Excellencgr that act- 
ing upon the request of Tour Excellency’s Government,^ His Excel- 
lency, Calvin Coolidge, President of the United States of America, 
has nominated as Chairman of the Commission to be formed to super- 
vise the elections of 1928, Brigadier General Frank Ross McCoy, 
United States Army. It is understood that at an opportune date, act- 
ing upon this nomination by the President of the United Stat^ of 
America, the appointment of General McCoy to this position will be 
made by His Excellency, the President of Nicaragua. 

See note of President Diaz to President Coolidge, May 15, 1927, p. 860 l 
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Gteneral McCoy has come to Nicaragua as the personal representative 
of the President of the United States of America in Nicaragua with 
the rank of Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, au- 
thorized and empowered to execute and fulfill the duties of this com- 
mission with all the powers and privileges thereunto of right 
appertaining. 

Greneral McCoy will rank with and immediately after His Excel- 
lency, Charles C. Eberhardt, the regularly accredited Minister of the 
United States of America in Nicaragua. 

Be pleased [etc.] Chakihs C. Ebebhardt 

[Enclosure 2 — Translation”] 

TJie Nicaragv/m Mmist&r for Foreign Affairs {Ouadra Pasos) to the 
American Minister {Eherhcsrdt) 

No. 436 Managua, August £6, 1927. 

ExcETiTiENOY : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency’s note in which you state that in accordance with my 
Government’s previous request, His Excellency Calvin Coohdge, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, has nominated Brigadier Gren- 
eral Frank Boss McCoy, United States Army, as Chairman of the 
Commission to be formed to supervise the elections of 1928, in order 
that at an opportune date he may be appointed to this position by the 
President of Nicaragua. 

Your Excellency also states that General McCoy has come to Nica- 
ragua as the personal representative of the President of the United 
States "with the rank of Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary. 

I have informed President Adolfo Diaz of tihe contents of your 
note and in reply he has instructed me to tell you that he accepts the 
-wise selection of the President of the United States with the greatest 
pleasure, and that he ■wiU proceed to carry out all the necessary formal- 
ities respecting the appointment of General McCoy as Chairman of 
the Commission to supervise the general elections of 1928, thereby 
placing at the disposition of General McCoy all the means necessary 
toward an efficient supervision of the election which the country so 
eagerly awaits. 

This Chancery has taken due note of the wishes of Your Excellency’s 
Government that General McCoy be ranked as Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary and to this end my Government will 
extend to General McCoy all the privileges and immunities to which, 
according to international practice and ths laws of Nicaragua, such 
officials are entitled. 


** Eile trfuulation 
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From this moment my Government will consider Brigadier General 
Frank Boss McCoy as second in rank to Your Excellency in Nicaragua. 

On my part, I wish success and a satisfactory visit to General McCoy 
in my country, and I am grateful for the opportunity to express once 
more to Your Excellency my highest consideration. 

Carlos Cuadka Pasos 


817.00/6021 ; Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua (Wberhardt) to the Secreta/ry of State 

Maitagua, September 5 , 10^ — 9 a. m. 

[Eeceived September 9 — : 10 a. m.] 

230. Department’s September T, noon.®* Full reports regarding 
elections are not yet available. Two Senators and two Deputies were 
elected in the Department of Leon, two Deputies in the Department of 
Chinandega and one Senator and one Deputy in the Department of 
Esteli. In each of the above cases the Liberals won, as practically no 
Conservatives voted. There were no real complaints in these depart- 
ments although the Conservatives pretended in some instances that 
they were not voting because they feared mistreatment. The [voting] 
was somewhat delayed in several places by the failure of Conservative 
members of the electoral boards to report for duty. The marines 
maintained order. 

In Kama, in the Department of Bluefields, one Deputy was elected. 
The Conservatives claim to have won. The American consul at Blue- 
fields reports that the Liberals accuse the Conservatives of unfair 
tactics in designating polling places and distributing ballots and the 
marines report that the Liberals protested in two precincts. No details 
have been received here by the Central Electoral Board. 

Ehebbabdt 


817.00/5026 : Td^ram 

Th^ Minister in Nicaragua {EberJuirdt) to the Secretary of Staie 

Ma 27 Agua, September il, 19^— ^ p. m. 

[Beceived 9 p. m.] 

238. My September 1, 4 p. m. Chamorro’s resignation as Minister 
to France haishot been ticcepted. 

Ebebhaekt 

'“Not printed. 
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817.00/5046 : Telegram 

The Miimter in Panama (South) to the Secretary of State 

Panama, Seyterhber £6, 19£7 — 10 a. m. 

[Eeceived 2: 08 p. m.] 

98. Brigadier General McCoy sailed on Pastores yesterday, will 
arrive New York City October 2nd. Please advise Fort Hoyle. 

SOTJTH 


sir.oo/eoss : Telegram 

The Ohargi in Nicaragua (Mvnro) to the Seoretary of State 

Managua, October i-, 1927—3 y. m. 

[Received October 5 — 12:07 p. m.] 
261. Moncada sailed for the United States yesterday on the steamer 
Colombia due at New York about October 17th. 

At present Moncada apparently enjoys the enthusiastic support of 
the great majority of the Liberal Party which seems for the time being 
to have discarded its old leaders and to have adopted a new point of 
view and especially a more friendly attitude toward the United 
States. 


Mtjnjso 


817.00/6064 : Telegram 

The Charge in Nicaragua {Mururo) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirase] 

Managua, October 1927 — 9 y. uu 

[Eeceived October 6 — ’2 , : 36 p. m.] 

263. In my estimation the Department should take advantage of 
Chamorro’s presence in the United States to dissuade him from be- 
coming a candidate in the elections of 1928. If the Department 
does not convince him now that he will not be recognized or per- 
mitted to assume office should he be elected, it will be virtually 
impossible to discourage his candidacy after he returns to Nicaragua. 
As all the other leaders of the Conservative Party are afraid of 
Chamorro, I do not think they can prevrait his candidacy even 
if they may wish to. His ambition fpr^^ower is consuming, and 
as long as he tbinka &ere is any prospect of regaining the Presi- 
dency he will not hesitate to risk the welfare of his party or even 
ri^ recognition hy the Government of t^ United States. 
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Even if he were eligible for the Presidency, his election in 1928 
would be .disastrous to Nicaragua because it would intensify the hos- 
tility of the two parties to such a degree that the establishment of 
a satisfactory government would be impossible. . . . 

I believe the above points outweigh the obvious disadvantages of 
appearing to do anything to influence the selection of candidates 
by either party. 

Munro 


817,00/6066 : Telegram 

The Chxxrge m Nicaragua (Muwo) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, Octol>er 12^ 1927 — 9 a, m. 

[Received 2 : 55 p. m.] 

277. Elections were not held on September 4th in many precincts 
where they should have been held. In the Department of Esteli 
where many districts were still disturbed by bandit operations, the 
precincts where no votes were cast are so numerous that the Con- 
gress will apparently be justified in rejecting the Liberal Senators 
and Deputies unless supplementary elections are held. On the east 
coast there was apparently no effort to hold an election for a Deputy 
from the District of Prinzapolca. A. Senator for the Department of 
Bluefields should also have been elected as the senatorial election 
last year was held only in the city of Bluefields and not in the rest of 
the Department. 

At the request of the Liberals therefore I have pointed out to the 
President the necessity for holding supplementary elections at the 
earliest possible date in order that there may be a full representation 
especially from the Liberal departments in the next Congress. He 
has promised to call such elections after consultation with the 
National Electoral Board. 

There was also no voting in a few cantons in the Departments of 
Leon and Chinandega but I do not think that it will be necessary 
to complete the elections there if the administration can give assur- 
ances that there will be no question of the legality of the elections 
already held, 

Munro 


817.00/6082 : Telegram 

The Charge m Nicaragua {Munro) to the Secretary of StCLte 

Managua, Octoher 18^ 192V — ll^a. m. 

[J^eived 6 : 24 p. m.] 

2‘82. Municipal elections will be held throughout Nicaragua on 
November 6th and there will be close conteste in several places 
including especially Managua. The marines will assist the local 
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police in maintaining order in tlie towns where they are stationed and 
particularly in certain places where the Liberals have informed me 
that they expect trouble. 

At the request of the Liberals I have arranged with the President 
to suspend for a week before and a week after the elections the oper- 
ation of laws requiring citizens to carry cards showing the payment 
of road taxes, anti-grasshopper taxes, et cetera, in order to prevent 
the police from molesting Liberal voters by demanding such cards. 

At the request of the marines another decree has been issued pro- 
hibiting political demonstrations in the Managua streets on Sundays 
when there is special danger of drunken riots. I discussed this 
matter fully with Doctor Morales, Moncada’s representative, and 
obtained his consent before the decree was issued. 

Mxtneo 


817.00/5083 : Telegram 

The Gha/rge in Nicaragua {Munro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, October IS^ 19SI7 — 12 noon, 

f [Eeceived 7 : 45 p. m.] 

283. Moncada will probably take up with the Department the 
necessity for taking away from the Government the control of the 
police, of the internal revenues and of the communications system 
in order to guarantee electoral freedom. The Legation has already 
made recommendations regarding the first two points,®® With respect 
to the third, I consider it highly desirable that at least the telegraph 
should be in neutral hands for some months before the elections. 
Experience has shown that the Government can do much to embarrass 
its opponents and interfere with their propaganda by withholding 
delivery or altering the text of telegraph messages. 

I have, therefore, suggested to Colonel Beadle that he investigate 
the practicability of the guardians assuming control of the telegraph 
as a matter of military necessity in view of the inconvenience now 
caused to the marines and the guardia by bad service. Would such 
an arrangement meet with the approval of the Department if it 
could be effected? 

Munro 


817.00/5085 : Telegram 

The Chofrge m Nicaragua {Mvmro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, October 19^ 1927 — 10 a, m. 

[Eeceived 6 : 32 p. m.] 

285. My October 12, 9 a. m. A decree was issued yesterday order- 
ing supplementary elections on December 18th in those precincts 

“ See telegram No. 146, June 3, 1927, from the Minister in Nicaragua, p. 400. 
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in the Departments of Leon, Esteli, and Bluefields where no voting 
occurred on September 4th. 

While I could find nothing definite in the electoral law requiring 
60 days’ notice, the President and his advisers said that the law 
always had been so interpreted and that Congress might take occa- 
sion to declare the new elections invalid if furnished with any excuse 
to do so. As Doctor Morales, Moncada’s representative, concurred 
in this opinion when I originally discussed the matter with him I 
consented to the calling of the elections for December 18th, the 
first possible Sunday, although this will mean that the Senators 
and Deputies then elected will not be able to take their seats until 
a few days after Congress meets. Yesterday after the decree had 
been drafted and was about to be issued Doctor Aguado, the Liberal 
member of the Ifational Board of Elections, questioned the necessity 
for 60 days’ notice. I felt it inadvisable to recommend a change in 
the date because I considered it important not to give the Conseiwa- 
tive majority in Congress, over whom Diaz may not have very much 
control, any excuse for excluding the Liberal members. If the Lib- 
erals had not delayed more than a month in furnishing me the 
information needed for taking up this matter the elections could 
have been held before the opening of Congress. 

Some question existed regarding the necessity for holding supple- 
mentary elections in certain precincts of Leon. Both the President 
and Doctor Aguado felt it advisable to include these and I therefore 
raised no objection although this may mean that the two Senators 
from the department will not be able to take their seats until after 
the election has been held. Doctor Morales, I believe, felt that new 
elections should not be held in tiiis department but I was unable to 
get in touch with him yesterday when a final decision had to be reached. 

Mukbo 


817,00/5088 : Telegram 

The Ohmge m Nicaragua (Munro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, Oatoter 19^S p. m. 

[Deceived 6 : 05 p. m.] 

287. After the publication of the decree referred to in my telegram 
of October 19, 10 a. m., the Liberals brought me data which they had 
not hitherto presented showing clearly that it has not been the practice 
to give 60 days’ notice before holding elections. I therefore discussed 
the matter again with the President and he has promised to i^ue a 
new d^r9e. caffing the supplementary elections for November 20th, 
which wSllpermh the Liberal Senators and Deputies to be pres^ at 
the opening Congress. 

Munbo 
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817.00/6096 

Mertiorandvm l)y the Assista/rit Secretary of State {White^ 

[Washington^ October 1927. 

General Chamorro called on me to-day and stated that he would like 
to know how the Department felt towards him since the happenings 
of October 25, 1925. He said that he had always been very friendly 
to the United States and was sorry if the Department had changed 
its feeling in any way toward him on account of what had taken place 
in ISTicaragua. He stated that had he been told definitely at the outset 
that he would not be recognized, he would not have assumed the presi- 
dency. When he and General Estrada were taking the Loma, General 
Estrada had said to him that as soon as the Loma was taken, he should 
immediately return to his house and remain there quietly, but that he, 
General Chamorro, had replied that he did not care about the presi- 
dency, but merely wanted to be sure that everything went off peacefully 
and without causing trouble and uprisings in Nicaragua. He felt 
sure that as soon as it was known that he was in charge of the Loma, 
there would be no uprisings throughout the country. After the seizure 
of the Loma, he had seen Mr. Eberhardt very little, and he complained 
that he had not been definitely told that he would not be recognized, 
or he would not have taken the final steps. 

I told General Chamorro that I understood that he had -been so 
informed, and then read him cable No. 160 of October 25, S P. M. from 
Mr. Eberhardt,®^ in which he had reported the seizure of the Loma 
and had added that he had been in communication with General 
Chamorro and advised him that the Legation had no other course 
to pursue than to support the Constitutional Government, and that 
any government assuming power by force would not be recognized 
by the Government of the United States. I added that the Depart- 
ment had immediately replied, approving Mr. Eberhardt’s action. 
Chamorro also stated that later on in December Mr. Eberhardt 
had read him a telegram from the Department, but this did not 
seem to state categorically that he would not be recognized, so I 
read to him the Department’s No. 114 of December 9, 7 P. M.®® and 
told him that I thought it could not have been stated more clearly. 
I added that this was all past history now, however, and we were 
now concerned with the rehabilitation of the country and the mend- 
ing of damage that had been done. General Chamorro stated that 
he would like the Department in some way to indicate that it was 
not imfriendly to him, and as he put it “restore his civil rights”. 
He added that he wanted to return to Nicaragua and that he would 
not launch his candidacy when he got down there as he did not 
think any candidacy should be proclaimed until the Conservative 

^B^oreign Belationa, 1925, vol. n, p. 639. 
p. 642. 

328422 — 42— vol. in 80 
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Party Convention meets next May. There are several candidates for 
the nominatipn and should any candidacy be launched now it would 
divide the party, and he thought it better to wait, but he said that 
he would guarantee to confer with our Mmister or Charge in 
Managua next May regarding the Party’s candidate, and he would 
undertake that only one acceptable to this Government would be 
nominated. 

I told General Chamorro that this was not what we wanted. It 
is not the Department’s policy, I said, to pick out candidates for 
President in a foreign country. That is an internal matter for the 
members of the party to determine for themselves, and whoever 
they may select who is not debarred by the Constitution or the 
Treaty of February 7, 1923,.®® is, of course, acceptable to the Depart- 
ment. Each party must pick out its own candidate, and the Nica- 
raguan people must pick out from them their own President. The 
only thing the Department is called upon to say is whether it can 
recognize as Constitutional President a given individual. Anybody 
who can be elected in accordance with the Constitution and not in 
violation of Article II of the General Treaty of Peace and Amity 
would, of course, be recognized by the Department. I told General 
Chamorro that unfortunately in his case we could not give him 
recognition as President any time during the term beginning 
J anuary 1, 1929, and then I handed him the following statement : — 

“On January 1, 1929, the Government of the United States will 
be confronted by the necessity of deciding whether it can consistently 
recognize the incoming administration in Nicara^a as the constitu- 
tional government of that country. While the United States is not 
supporting or opposing any political candidate it is most desirous 
that there should be no question at that time as to the eligibility 
under the constitution of the person who may have prevailed at the 
presidential elections, since it wishes to extend the rallest and most 
synmathetic cooperation to the new government. 

“in these circumstances and in view of the reports that General 
Chamorro contemplates becoming a candidate for the presidency of 
Nicaragua in the 1928 elections, the Government of the United States 
has no choice but to point out that it regards General Chamorro as 
ineligible imder the provisions of the Nicaraguan constitution to the 
office of President of Nicaragua during any part of the term com- 
mencing January 1, 1929, 

“Article 104 of the Nicaraguan constitution provides that 

*No citizen who holUs the office of President, either as the duly elected 
incumbent or accidentally, shaU be eligible to the office of President or Vice 
President for the next term.’ 

General Chamorro imquestxonably held the office of President de 
facto^ from January 17 to October 30, 1926, thus bringing himself 
within the prohibition of Article 104 of the Constitution and Article 

General treaty of amity and peace, signed Feb. 7, 1923, Oonfermoe on 
Central Americwn p. 287. 
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n of the General Treaty of Peace and Amity of February 7, 1923, 
thus making it imi)ossible for the Government of the United States to 
regard him as eligible to the office of President of Nicaragua for the 
term beginning Janupy 1, 1929, or to recognize him as the Constitu- 
tional President of Nicaragua if he should claim or attempt to occupy 
the office during any part of said term.” 

General Chamorro read over the statement and said that he would 
like to come in later to confer with me and perhaps see the Secretary. 
I told him that I would, of course, be glad to receive bim {iny time he 
cared to come in. 

F[eancis] W[hite] 


817.00/5093 : Telegram 

The Charge m Nicaragua {Mv/aro) to the Secretory of State 

Managtia, October 84, 1987— S p. m. 

[Keceived 9:20 p. m.] 

289. Under the existing electoral law the Supreme Court must 
elect the president of the National Electoral Board before December 
1st. The Minister of Foreign Affairs has inquired informally 
whether they would prefer that the Supreme Court elect General 
McCoy now or that another person should be elected who would later 
give place to General McCoy. In either case the appointment would 
presumably become ineffective when the law is amended as it is 
understood that General McCoy will receive his final appointment 
from the President of Nicaragua. The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
thinks that other steps which the law requires to be taken before the 
time when Congress will have been able to amend the law can be 
neglected for the present by mutual consent, but he does not think 
that it would be proper to ask the Supreme Court to disobey or to 
disregard a law even when it knows that the law is to be changed. 
If the Supreme Court takes action he and I both feel that it would 
be better for it to elect General McCoy to prevent any misunder- 
standing. Please instruct. 

Mtoeo 


817.00/5099a : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Ohargi m Nicaragua {Mumro) 

Washikoton, October 87, 1987 — 1 f. m. 
163. In answer to inquiries by press correspondents the Secretary 
on October 26 made the following statement: 

“As I have said before, the United States is not going to select 
any candidate for President of Nicaragua either Conservative or 
Liberal. Neither is the United States going to back or use its in- 
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fluence for the election of any particular person. The United States 
• is going to do its best to see that there is a fair, open and free elec- 
tion where everybody who is entitled to vote has an opportunity to 
do so. This has been made perfectly plain. Of course following 
the Constitution of Nicara^a_ and the Treaty the United Sta,tes 
cannot recognize anybody "vmo is not qualified under the Constitution 
to hold the office.” 

General Moncada was presented to the Secretary this morning by 
Nicaraguan Miaister. The Secretary repeated this statement to him. 

Enmooa 


817.00/5103 ; Telegram 

TTie O?t>oerge m Nioaragva {Mimro) to the. Seoretary of State 

Manaotta, October 28^ 19S7 — ® f. m. 

[Received 7 : 45 p. m.] 

301. President Diaz has asked the information, if possible by 
December 1st, regarding the chief points in the new electoral law 
to be proposed by G^eral McCoy in order that he may discuss the 
matter in his message at the opening of Congress. 

MtTNRO 


817.00/5093 : Telegtam 

The Acting Secretary of State tg the Charge m Nicaragua {Mwmro') 

Washington, October S9, 1927 — 1 p. m. 
173. Your 289, October 24, 3 p. m. Department concurs with you 
that it would be better to follow the suggestion of Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and have Supreme Court elect General McCoy. 

Oins 


817.00/5083 : Telegram 

The Aofimy Secretary of Stc^e to the Charge in Nicaragua {Mwnro') 

Washington, October 29, 1927 — 6 p. m. 
174. Your 283, October 18, 12 noon. Departm^t perceives no 
objection to the guardia assuming control of the telegraph for a 
reasonable time prior to and during elections, provided this is done 
imder instructions from the President and is not objected to by the 
Liberals. Cable date you think control should be assumed. 

Oios 


^ 1. a, tlie general treaty of peace and ajoiity, signed Feb. 7, 1923. 
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817.00/5107 : Telegram 

The Charge in Nicaragua {Mimro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, October 31^ 1927— S p. m. 

[Received 8: 30 p. m.] 

305. Department’s 174, October 29, 6 p. m. I think that control over 
telegraph lines should be assumed by the guardia within the next 3 or 4 
months if the President will agree thereto but that it should be a per- 
manent rather than a temporary control. An adequate communica- 
tions system is essential to the success of the guardians work and this 
extension of the guardians activity would involve little extra expense. 
A mere temporary control would do little good because the telegraph 
operators would pay little attention to American, oflS.cers temporarily 
placed over them when they knew that the old political management 
would return after the elections and that any operators discharged for 
improper conduct would then be restored. 

Munbo 


81T.5011/1 : Tdegtam 

The Charge in Nicaragua {Mtmro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, November 2, 1927—2 p . m. 

[Received 9 : 10 p. m.] 

314. Moncada’s representatives state that they consider a new census 
necessary for the proper conduct of next year’s elections. They assert 
that the preparations for distribution of Deputies in Congress is in- 
equitable and that the distribution has not even been revised in accord- 
ance with the last census whidb was taken in 1920. They request there- 
fore that the Congress at its approaching session should be asked to 
enact a law authorizing a census and instructing the Executive to 
establish new congressional districts on the basis thereof. If the hold- 
ing of a new census proves impracticable they ask that the congres- 
sional districts be at least revised in accordance with the census of 
1920. 

While I have been very reluctant to take up this matter because of 
the expense and diflSiculty of the undertaking I have little doubt that 
the Liberals’ objections to the present apportionment are well founded 
and that a, new census would ^ of great value in connection with the 
election. The marines and the guardia could hdp conduct one in the 
districts where they are stationed and it might be possible to utilize 
any Americans who may be employed in coimection with the supervi- 
sion of the elections. I have therefore promised the Liberals to place 
the matter before ihe Departnient for its consideration and to recom- 
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mend that General McCoy and Dr. Dodds be consulted. The latter 
I believe has already looked into the matter of reapportionment 
somewhat. 

Muneo 


817.00/6117 : Telegram 

The Oharg^ in Nicaragua {Munro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, Novemher U, 19^ — 3 p. m. 

[Received 7:23 p. m.] 

318. Department’s 173, October 29, 1 p. m. It now appears that 
it will be necessary for the new National Electoral Board to be 
organized on December 1st when the former board’s term will expire 
in order to complete the canvass of the congressional elections to 
be held November 20. Consequently it seems advisable that the 
Supreme Court should now select a Nicaraguan president of the 
Board to hold office until the adoption of the new law under which 
General McCoy will serve. Both parties agree to this procedure. 
Has the Department any objection? 

Muneo 


817.00/5107 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in Nicaragua {Mwnro) 

Washington, November 19^7 — 6 p. m. 

184. Your 305, October 31, 3 p. m. Department does not deem it ad- 
visable that Guardia should take over permanent control of telegraph 
lines at least at this time. If difficulties occur in the administration 
of the telephones and telegraphs which hamper the Guardia^ Depart- 
ment feels the matter should first be taken up with President Diaz in 
an endeavor to have it remedied by him and that it should only be 
taken over if other efforts to remedy maladministration persist. 
Department understands of course that it will probably be necessary 
for the telegraphs to be taken over for a certain period preceding 
registration and elections as an electoral matter to secure a free and 
fair vote. Department would rather wait until nearer the elections 
and in all events until after the return of McCoy before doing this. 

Kellogg 

“ Br. Harold W. Dodds, who accompanied General McCoy on his trip to Nic- 
arafna. JDt; Dodds had been engaged in 1921 by the Nicaraguan Govemmait 
to a^st ta .ttte revision of the electoral laws of Nicaragua. See foroCpn JZelo- 
Honsi 19S®, rA. n, pp. 605 fC. ; also ibid., 1924, voL u, pp. 487 ft 
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817.00/6127 

The Nioaragucmt Minister {Oesasr) to the Secretary of State 

[Translation *] 

Washington, Noverriber 8, 19B7. 

Ex oRTjj i N OY ; I have the honor to enclose with this note a press report 
which appeared in the New Torh Times of October 26, 1927,^ concern- 
ing which I take the liberty to invite Your Excellency’s attention. 

Although I am certain that Your Excellency’s Government in no 
wise authorized those reports or assumed any responsibility for them, 
I trust that Your Excellency will appreciate the deep concern with 
which my Government has viewed the appearance in the serious press 
of the United States of communications emanating from Washington 
which might be interpreted as the official expression of the attitude of 
the American Government and which would indicate a tendency to 
favor one of the political parties in Nicaragua against the other. Your 
Excellency can easily realize that the voters of Nicaragua are more 
likely to be impressed by information in the responsible press of the 
United States regarding the attitude of Your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment than by any information they could receive from other sources. 

I should deeply regret to increase by petty criticisms the difficulty of 
the task, already difficult enough, which Your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment consented to assume when it promised the people of Nicaragua 
free elections in 1925 However, I should fail in my duty if 

I did not make known to the American Government the significance 
and possible effects of certain manifestations of sympathy which the 
press of this country has ascribed to certain prominent .Americans in 
favor of the probable Liberal candidate, General Moncada. 

A gesture, which perhaps was nothing but a message of greeting or 
friendship from one high political Apierican person to one of my fel- 
low-countrymen might perhaps have an influence in the elections in 
favor of one party and against the other. Sometime ago Colonel 
Stimson thought it opportune to send a telegram to General Moncada, 
which perhaps was nothing more than an expression of cordial sym- 
pathy, but which was worded in such a way that it did not fail to create 
in Nicaragua the impression that the Government of the United States 
favors General Moncada as a candidate. 

On several occasions high officers of the American Navy in Nica- 
ragua have praised General Moncada in public speeches. Such mani- 
festations of sympathy might perhaps have been appropriate in any 
situation other than the present one, in view of the character of super- 

" Kle translatton revised. 

‘Not printejd. 

•See letter from Presldmit Ooolidge to President Diaz, p. 363. 
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visor of the elections which Your Excellency’s enlightened Government 
has agreed to assume. In the present situation in Nicaragua there is 
no doubt that the slightest evidence of cordiality beyond the point of 
mere forms of courtesy would be able to create among the people of 
Nicaragua the impression that the American official who is uttering 
the praise, in a manner, expresses the sentiment of his Government. 

Your Excellency is well aware of the political meaning attached 
in the United States to the manifestations of sympathy expressed 
by the Chief Magistrate of the Nation in favor of a candidate, and 
the phrase “official candidate” is well understood. 

I am convinced that Your Excellency is fully aware of the demands 
of perfect neutrality in supervising the elections, demands which 
will perhaps suggest the advisability of dispelling the erroneous 
impression that there may be in Nicaragua an official candidate for 
the forthcoming elections. 

I beg to repeat that I have fully understood that Your Excellency’s 
Government is in no wise responsible for the manifestations of per- 
sonal sympathy that Colonel Stimson or several other high American 
officials may have seen fit to express to General Moncada, but never- 
theless it is evident that a person who has represented the AmArin ^T^ 
Government at such a recent date on a high official mission in Nica- 
ragua must be considered there, in all that relates to the politics of 
Nicaragua, as the spokesman of the Government of the United States. 

I indulge the hope that Your Excellency will regard with leniency 
my earnestness, which may appear to be excessive, realizing the 
importance, in the acute crisis through which my country is now 
passing, of appearing “neutral in words as well as in deeds”,® accord- 
ing to the eloquent phrase of your illustrious President Wilson.* 

Accept [etc.] Alejandbo Oesas 


817.00/6132 : Telegram 

The Ohargi in Nicaragua {Mwnro) to the Secretary of State 


Managtta, November 5, 19 ^ — noon. 

[Received 5 : 20 p. m.] 

32A My November 7, 2 p. m.® Further reports indicate that the 
elections were conducted almost everywhere in an extremely orderly 
manner and that there was surprisingly little fraud and relatively 
few disputes. There has been much favorable comment regarding 


Spanish reads: “neutral tanto en palabras en hechos.” 

Impartial in thought as well as in action, must put a curb upon 
well as upon every transaction that might be construed as a 

rSf struggle before another.” Foreign SelatioM, 

1914, snpp., p. 552. ’ 

Not printed. 
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the assistance rendered by the marines and guardia in maintaining 
order. While the Liberals claim that there were abuses in many 
small places, where no marines could be stationed no serious disorders 
have been reported. From 30 to 60 percent of those registered 
appear to have voted. 

An analysis of the vote cast by the two parties confirms the im- 
pression that the country is very evenly divided between them but 
that the Liberals have a slight majority. It is impossible however 
to estimate how far purely local questions influenced the vote. In 
Managua for example many Conservatives openly opposed the party 
candidate. In some other places abuse of authority by local officials 
undoubtedly reduced the Liberal vote. The Liberals won in Managua, 
Leon, Chinandega, Diriamba and apparently also in Jinotepe and 
Rivas, and the Conservatives in Granada, Matagalpa and apparently 
in Esteli and Masaya. In the latter city the vote was extremely 
close. There are conflicting reports from Bluefields. 

There may be some difficulty in connection with the canvass of 
the vote, as the Conservative authorities will be tempted to alter 
the results fraudulently in cities where the vote was nearly even. 

In such cases the losing party will have an appeal to the Supreme 
Court. 

As there were alarming rmnors that the municipal authorities might 
resort to fraud in Managua which is by far the most important city 
where there was a serious contest, I have endeavored very informally 
to make sure that there would be no attempt to prevent the Liberal 
candidate from assuming office. 

Muneo 


817.00/5117 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge m Nicaragwi {Mvmro) 

WASHnTGTON, Nov&niber 10, 1987 — 7 p. m. 

187. Tour 318, November 4, 3 p. m. Department’s 173, October 28, 
*1 p. m. was sent on recommendation of Minister for Foreign Affairs 
contained in your 289, October 24, 3 p. m. concurred in by you. In 
view of change in situation Department has no objection to procedure 
agreed to by both parties. 

EmxoGG 


83 7.00/6187 : XdAgiam 

The OhargS in Niearagita {Mrniro) to tha Secretary of State 

Makagtta, Novernber 11, lOSfl — 10 a. m. 

[Keceived 3:20 p. m.] 

326. The Conservatives now wish to contest the congressional elec- 
tions to be held i» Esteli NovembOT 20<h. The Minister for Forwgn 
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Affairs tells me that his statement to Mr. Stimson that the Conserva- 
tives would not contest the supplementary congressional elections in 
the Liberal provinces, did not apply to EsteU where the Conservatives 
claim to have a majority. In the elections of September 4th, voting 
occurred only in those districts of the department where the Liberals 
predominate and the Conservatives did not participate because they 
feared violence from the Liberal bandits who were then active in the 
vicinity. They believe that they could win on November 20th, if 
given a fair chance; but they ask that marines be sent to Condega 
and other places to maintain order because they fear that Sandino, 
with whom many of the Liberals of the department are suspected of 
sympathizing, will otherwise send bands to terrorize the Conservative 
voters. 

I can see no justification under the circumstances for insisting that 
the Conservatives refrain from contesting this election, provided that 
the marines can maintain order and assure as free a vote as in the 
recent municipal elections. I do not think that it is at all clear that 
there is a Liberal majority in the Department of Esteli. I feel 
however that I should have the Department’s instructions before taking 
any action. This matter is extremely urgent as it will require several 
days to make necessary preparations and to send marines. 

Munro 


817,00/5137 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge m Nicaragua {Mwnro) 

Washington, November il, 1927—9 p, m, 
192. Your 326, November 11, 10 a. m. communicated to Colonel 
Stimson. He did not have his records with him but stated he clearly 
remembers when discussing matter with President Diaz and Cuadra 
Pasos that they stated that they wished to contest elections in one 
province, which he thinks, was Esteli. In view of this and the condi- 
tions set forth by you Department sees no reason why Conservatives 
should refrain from contesting this election. 

Kellogg 

817.00/6127 

The Secretary of State to the Nicaraguan Mimster {Cesar) 

Washington, Noverriber 17^ 1927. 

Snt: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
November 8, 1927, with regard to newspaper comment in the United 
States, m connection with the forthcoming presidential election in 
Nicaragua,^ md the acts and utterances of certain American citizens 
concerning p^sible candidates in that election. It appears that you 
fear misinterpretations may be placed upon acts insjur^ by courtesy 
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and friendly sentiments toward Nicaraguans high in the political life 
of the country; and that the motives underlying these acts may be 
interpreted as showing an intention on the part of the United States 
to lend its support to a particular candidate. 

In reply I have the honor to inform you that the press report which 
you enclosed with your note under reference was not authorized by 
this Government. As you are doubtless aware, there is no censorship 
or control over the press of this country and therefore no press reports 
or editorials which do not specifically quote me in authorized state- 
ments can be considered as accurately reflecting the views of this 
Department. It is found advisable from time to time to furnish, for 
such publicity as the press may desire to give thereto, statements with 
regard to the policies of the Government. 

On October 26, 1927, in answer to an inquiry by press correspond- 
ents, I stated that this Government is not going to select any candi- 
date for President of Nicaragua, either Conservative or Liberal, nor 
is the United States going to back or use its influence for the election 
of any particular person.® This country is going to do its best to 
see that there is a fair, open and free election where everybody who 
is entitled to vote has an opportunity to do so. Of course following 
the Constitution of Nicaragua and the Central American Treaty of 
1923, the United States will not recognize anybody who is not quali- 
fied under the Constitution to hold the office. 

I received both General Chamorro and General Moncada at your 
request. I made substantially the above statement to both of them. 
I extended no courtesy to one which I did not extend to the other. I 
have taken particular pains that the position of the United States 
should be understood in Nicaragua and published in the press there. 
I am not aware of any speeches nlade by the Marines in Nicaragua 
and I can say to you that, of course, the Marines or no other American 
officers or officials will be permitted to take any part in the election 
beyond the supervision. So far as Colonel Stimson is concerned, 
while he is not an official of this Government, he was in Nicaragua 
representing the President and I am very sure that his attitude will 
be the same as that of this Department. He will take no part in 
any way in the election. In this connection I may observe, however, 
that it is quite natural that he should congratulate General Moncada 
on denouncing Sandino as a bandit, a statement with which I have 
no doubt the Nicaraguan Government will agree. 

In the above statement you will find an exact expression of the 
attitude of the United States GH^vernment toward individual candi- 
dates for the Nicaraguan Presidency, whoever they may be and with 
whatever party they be affiliated. It would be a source of deep 

• See telegram No. 163> Get 27, 1 p. m., to the Charge in Nicaragua, p. 36^. 
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regret if the policy of this Govenunent should be considered in any 
other light, whether as a result of interpretations placed upon the 
unofficial acts or utterances of private individuals in the United 
States, or perchance through articles appearing in the press, over 
which, as I have already said, this Government exercises no control. 
It would be unfortunate indeed if a misunderstanding of the true 
motives of the United States should result in disadvantage to any 
particular candidate in the forthcoming election; whether this dis- 
advantage arose through unconscious forces of public opinion, or 
from the conscious dissemination of unwarranted propaganda in 
favor of any one candidate. This could not occur if the stated policy 
of this Government, which has been so clearly expressed, were con- 
stantly kept in mind. 

Accept [etc.] Frank B. Kellogg 

817.00/5144 : Telegrain 

TTue ClMrg& in Nioairagua {Mimro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, November 17, 19^ — 9 a. m. 

[Eeceived 1 p. m.] 

336. The Supreme Court yesterday elected Dr. Joaquin Gomez of 
Granada president of the National Electoral Board. Gomez is a 
Progressive and was the candidate of the Liberal magistrates but his 
selection is also very satisfactory to the Government. He will take 
office December 1st. 

Mtrmto 


817.00/614Ta : Telegrain 

The Secretary of State to the Charge im Nicaragua {Mtmro) 

Washington, November 17, 19^ — p. m. 
195. Your 314, NoTember 2, 2 p. m. Dodds states 
“In the report upon the 1920 election figures which I prepared for 
General McCoy I pointed out that within a given department there 
are the widest in^ualitM in the number of voters apportioned to the 
various (wngressional districts although tlie number of congressmen 
elected from each dejiartment is reasonably fair. As you know, the 
constitution provides that there is to be a oongressional district for 
each 15,000 inhabitants within a depa^tineifi; and one additional for 
any remaining fraction over 8,000. 

llie census of 1920 has been much ci;iticized by the Liberals and I 
can hardly believe that a new bensus at this time would be any better 
re<»ivwi. It would be purely fer ■^e purpose of redisianbutihg con- 
gres^en within departments for, assinong that the 19^ registration 
figures are a fair indication of populatmn, the apportionment as 
betweeh d^artenent^is’about right. - ' 
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Personally I believe that the 1924 registration is a better indication 
of population distribution than the 1920 census and probably better 
than any census which can now be taken. A new census therefore 
appears to me to be unnecessary. The congressional districts can be 
revised, if desired, in accordance with the census of 1920 or (by adopt- 
ing an agreed ratio of voters to total population) in accordance with 
the 1924 registration. 

I anticipated that this^ question of congressional apportionment^ 
might be raised but I advised General McCoy to avoid it if possible. 
I am sorry that it has come up because both sides will doubtless t^ 
to gerrymander if a new distribution is attempted, and the effort will 
only increase our diflBculties.” 

General McCoy also feels that it would not be advisable to under- 
take a new census at this time. 

Ktctxogg 


817.00/5147b : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Gha/rge in Nicaragua {Mum/ro) 

Washtn-gton, November 17, 19B7—-6 p. m. 

196. Gteneral McCoy and Doctor Dodds have draTO up the transi- 
tory provisions of the Electoral Law based on their discussions with 
all parties in Nicaragua. They have been submitted to the Depart- 
ment and it concurs. The Department understands that General 
McCoy gave you a copy of this before leaviog Nicaragua and, in order 
that there may be no misunderstanding due to slight changes in text 
which he and Doctor Dodds deemed it advisable, after further con- 
sideration, to make, the full text is transmitted herewith. 

1. In order to consummate the arrangement made between the Gov- 
ernment of Nicaragua, at its request, and the President of the United 
States whereby the latter will extend friendly assistance to the end 
that the election of the year 1928 for the Supreme Authorities may 
be free, fair and impartial, the election law proclaimed on March 20, 
1923 together with any laws or executive decrees which may have 
subsequently been passed or promulgated to amend or amplify said 
law, IS hereby suspended during the period of said election. This 
Act shall be known and may be cited as the Transitory Provisions 
Governing the Election of 1928. It ^all take effect upon passage and 
shall continue in full force and effect until the said election of 1928 
has been held and the results thereof proclaimed by Congress, and 
the doctoral law of March 20, 1923, shall have no force or effect until 
said results have been so proclaimed. 

2. For the purpose of said dection of 1928, a National Board of Elec- 
tion is hereby constitute, to consist of thr^ ‘persons appointed by the 
President of Nicaragua as follows : A Chairman to be appointed upon 
the nomination of the President of the United States and two political 
meml^rs, to be appointed in like manner upon the nomination of the 
Executit'e Committee of the Conservative and Liberal Parties respec- 
tively. The Chairman of llie Bpard diall be a dtizen of the United 
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States. Two political suplentes^ one of whom shall be a member of 
the Conservative Party and one a member of the Liberal Party, shall 
be chosen in the same manner as the political members pTopietarios. 
If any political member be unable or fails to perform the duties of his 
office tencmorarily on account of absence or other incapacity, his place 
shall be mled by the corresponding swplente during the period of ab- 
sence or incapacity of such member propietario. The members of the 
National Board of Elections and the suplentes shall take possession of 
their offices from the President of the Eepublic of Nicaragua. The 
President of Nicaragua shall remove from office any political member 
of the National Board of Elections or mplente upon recommendation 
of the Chairman of the Board but no such removal shall be made with- 
out such recommendation. Any vacancy arising shall be filled in the 
manner of the original appointment. 

8. The National Board of Elections as constituted herein shall have 
full and general power and authority to supervise said election and to 
prescribe regulations having the force of law for the registration of 
voters and lor the casting and counting of their ballots and for any 
other matters properly appertaining to the election. 

4. A majority of the National Board of Elections, one of whom shall 
lDe the Chairman, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi- 
ness; provided that the presence of the Chairman alone shall be deemed 
to constitute a quorum at an emergency meeting. An emergency meet- 
ing is one the holding of which is considered by the Chairman to be 
indispensable to the accomplishment of a fair and free election and 
which has been so designated by him in formal announcement, under 
one clear day’s notice, to the political members and mplentes. No ac- 
tion or resolution of the Board shall be valid unless concurred in by 
the American Chairman, and in case of a tie vote the Chairman shall 
have power to cast a second and deciding vote. The Chairman shall 
also have power to declare any action or resolution, which in his judg- 
ment is indispensable to the accomplishment of a fair and free election, 
an emergency measure, and such measure shall come into full force 
and effect as an action or resolution of the National Board of Elections 
24 hours after its presentation to said Board in formal meeting assem- 
bled and its designation thereat by the Chairman as an emergency 
measure. 

5. The National Board of Elections shall canvass the votes cast 
at the elections conducted under this Act, shall determine all ques- 
tions and contests which may arise as to the validity and count of any 
such votes, and shall issue certificates of election to those lawfully 
elected to their respective offices. Such certificates shall be return- 
able to Congress to whom the National Board of Elections shall, in 
confomity with Article 83, clause 2 and Article 84, clause 2 of the 
Constitution, transmit the report of the election in detail for certifica- 
tion and proclamation of the results of the election. 

6. W^ith respect to the said election of 1928, the National Board of 
Elections, through its Chairman, is vested with the authority to com- 
mand the services of the National Constabulary and to issue orders 
thereto for the purpose of preventing intimidation and fraud and of 
preserving law and order during the various acts of registration and 
voting. 

7. The members of the National Board of Elections constituted 
tinder Section 2 of this Act shall hold cffice until the results of the 
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election are proclaimed as provided in Section 4 hereof. Upon the 
taking possession of office by the members of the said National Board 
of Elections, the term of office of each and all persons serving as mem- 
bers of election boards and directorias eleotorcdes under the law of 
March 20, 1923 shall cease. Upon the proclamation of the results 
of the election as provided in Section 5, the electoral law of March 20. 
1923 shall be restored in full force and effect.” 

President Diaz was very anxious to receive from General McCoy 
the final text giving his view in the matter before December 1st. You 
will therefore please communicate the text above quoted to President 
Diaz. KEtLOGG 

S17.00/5149 : Telegram 

The Charge in Nicaragua {Munro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, November IS, 19^7—10 a. m. 

[Received 2:16 p. m.] 

340. Department’s 196, November 17, 6 p. m. I suggest that the 
proposed transitory provisions be modified before I conummicate 
them to the President to make it perfectly clear, if such be the De- 
partment’s intention, that the existing members of the National and 
Departmental Electoral Boards will he definitely removed from office 
by the new act and that these boards will be reorganized by the elec- 
tion of new members after the proclamation of the results of the 
election of 1928. Otherwise the Liberals will maintain that the exist- 
ing electoral boards which they control will resume office when the 
old act comes back into effect. As the effect of the new law upon 
the existing boards will immediately be questioned by both parties 
when the draft provisions are communicated to them, I believe that 
this question should be settled at once and that it would be more 
equitable to reconstitute all of the electoral machinery in 1929 than 
to permit the existing boards to resume office. 

Munbo 


S17.00/6162 : Telegram 

The Charge in Nicaragua {Mumro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, November 19^ — 1 p. m. 

[Received 9 : 37 p. m.] 

344. My 340, November 19, 10 a. m. Moncada’s representatives 
have now formally raised the question of the control of the electoral 
boards which will serve during remainder of the period 1928 to 
[19] 32 after the completion of the Presidential election. They assert 
that the result of the election of 1924 under article 22 of the Sectoral 
law gave the Liberals the; ri^ht to the presidency of the most of the 
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departmental boards and that this right was recognized by Mr. 
Stimson. They desire therefore that the National Electoral Board 
should elect these new departmental boards next month and that the 
new boards should hold oflGlce throughout the next 4 years although 
their functions would be suspended while General McCoy is super- 
vising the Presidential election, 

I have thus far not communicated the Department’s 196, Novem- 
ber 17, 6 p. m., to the President as I considered it advisable that this 
question ^ould first be settled one way or the other. If the question 
is left open by the Department there will be a controversy which may 
make it possible for those Conservatives who oppose real supervision 
of the election to defeat the proposed law in Congress. 

Please note that the phrase ‘^existing boards” in my telegram of 
November 19, 10 a. m., refers to the boards which will he in existence 
when the new law goes into effect. Please expedite reply. 

Munro 


817.00/5162 : Telegram 

T?ie Secretary of State to the Charge in Nicaragua {Mwn/ro) 

WASHiNCEroK, Noverrib&r 29, 1927 — 8 p. m. 

209, Your 344, November 22, 1 p. m. Doctor Dodds has drafted 
the following additional section to transitory provisions of the Elec- 
toral Law to cover the matter. 

“Section 8. Upon the restoration of the electoral law of March 20, 
1923, in fun force and effect, as provided in. the preceding section, 
the National Board of Elections and the several departmental boards 
of elections and direotorios electorcdes prescribed in said law shall 
forthwith be reconstituted in the manner provided by said law for 
the appointment of members of said boards and directorios dectorodes 
respectively, and the basis for the selection of chairmen of the several 
departmental boards of election as prescribed in Section ^ of said 
‘law shall be the presidential election of 1928. 

The respective terms of office of the members of all boards of elec- 
tion and directorios electorodes appointed in accordance with this sec- 
tion shall expire at the time they would have expired Imd such boards 
and direotonos eleotorcdes been appointed to seirve under the electoral 
law of March 20, 1923 in the election for the Supreme Authoriti^ in 
the year 1928.” 

This will cover the situation to 1932, the only difference being that 
in Congressional and by-elections between termination of superviaon 
of 1928 elections and the Presidential election of 1932 the composi- 
tion of the departmental electoral boards and of the piednct Ix^ds 
will be on the basis of the 1928 Presidential election rather than on 
the basis of that of 1924. Doctor Dodds pc^ts out that if the Liberals 
should sweep th® comrtry in the election nKct year they will under thia 
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proposed Section 8 control a larger proportion of the election machin- 
ery than if the 1924 results are retained as a basis and that this con- 
sideration would probably cause them to support the proposal. 

The Department will be glad to have your views regarding a possible 
amendment to the 1923 Electoral Law to make permanent a provision 
along the lines covered in this hew transitory article. In other words, 
the Department would like to have your views as to the relative ad- 
vantages or disadvantages of having Congressional ‘Sections betwerai 
Presidential elections conducted by boards composed on the ba^s of tiie 
immediately preceding Presidential election rather flian on the basis 
of the Presidential election 4 years previous thereto as at -preseht.-' 
The Department is giving consideration to this matter. You will of 
course appreciate that it does not afPect the present situation which is 
fuUy covered by the transitory provision but is merely a matter which 
the Department will have to take into consideration in any future 
permanent arrangement. 

With reference to the statement of the Liberals regarding their un- 
derstanding with Colonel Stimson, the latter states: 

“The assertion of the Liberals that I recognized the right of their 
party to the presidency of the Departmental Boards is quite untrue. 
For the sake of avoiding any controversy in the by-elections held last 
September in the Liberal districts, I advised President Diaz to permit 
the majority of the boards in those districts to be cpnstitated of lib-: 
erals. But I have never undertaken to . express an opinion as to th^ 
party result of the election of 1924. The ticket then elected was a 
coalition ticket composed of botii Conservatives and Liberals. I have 
never myself examined into the question of whether the election could 
be fairly called a Liberal or a Conservative victory and I have never 
expressed an opinion thereon. Please make, this clear to all parties 
in Nicaragua.” , 

Kzllogo 


817.00/6172 : Telegram 

The Charge in Nicaragm, (Mwnro) to the Secretary of State 

[Faiaplixase] 

MAirfioTri, Deoemher 2, i9ST—-^0 d. 'm. 

[Keceived 7 : 50 p. m.] 

357. Sine© the mnpicipal elections and especially since Chamorro’s 
return, ^e eflqrts; of ^e ,Chaiq.pm) Consery^iyes. to obstruct the 
efforts of the Department tp pj^ce tbe two pi^tips on an pqual basis for 
the 1908 election^ l|aye,.becpmp ajid <wre activp, Gutiepr^ 

Nava^ a ppon^^ni; s^por^ qif ChaJOftWf?^, has published frti<d# 
showing tile un<»Mi^itntionality of appointing foreigners to govern- 
ment positions. Also, the Conservative directorate in a letter to bde 

* i , , f f-' 
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approving the establishment of the gucerdia for a period of 12 years 
pointed out that it had constitutional objections to certain features 
of the agreements Chamorrista members of Congress have been 
repeatedly quoted by the press as stating that they would oppose 
anything proposed by the Government of the United States, 

Xesterday the press stated that President Diaz proposed to make 
a trip to the United States in the interest of the Conservative Party 
and that he would place the Executive power in the hands of a 
de^gnado elected by Congress. The Foreign Minister admitted to 
me that this had been discussed, and that it had been urged by 
Chamorro who said that he had been led to believe from conversa- 
tions which he had had with persons in the Department that it 
would be helpful to the party. The object of the proposed action 
is clear. President Diaz has been fair and moderate in his treat- 
ment of the Liberals and has cooperated loyally with the Legation, 
The Chamorristas need a man who will not be hampered by existing 
understandings with the Legation and who will pursue a totally 
different policy. Moreover, President Diaz is the principal obstacle 
in the way of Chamorro’s nominating a person of his own choice 
for the Presidency. Since his present position is not an agreeable 
one, Diaz might be inclined to resign. 

In a very informal manner I have already made it clear that 
I felt that the resignation of President Diaz would be very un- 
fortunate, but that it would be helpful were I authorized to convey 
to the President a note to the President from the Department. 
Since the appointm^t of a Chamorrista Conservative would alarm 
the Liberals greatly and might cause the party as a whole to lose 
faith in the execution of the Stimson agreement,* the presence of 
Diaz in t3^ Presidency is an essential feature of the entire arrange- 
ment to assure free elections. Our task would be made infinitely more 
difficult if not impossible of satisfactory fulfillment thereby. 

MinsBO 


S17.00/6174 : Telegram 

The OlMTg6 ii^ NharQ,g%g to the Secretary of State 

Managtta, Deoemher J5S7 — 9 a.m. 

‘ ' ' ' • pt^ived 12:40 p. m.] 

‘^6^. !D4pariment’s Novembet 20^' 8 p.'m., next to last paragraph. 
AS aJTah^mmt 1* coiisider' it preferable that the dec- 
Should be reor^infe^ just' before ekch Presidential 

eled^ay? the preset 'lli:#/ ih^hC however be 

' ■ -- - '' ■ - 
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lee letter p Mcmcada, May ^. .1 
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amended to make the terms of members of the electoral boards 2 
years so that these boards would again be reorganized before each 
congressional election on the basis of the results of the preceding 
election. 

MtraiTBO 


817.00/6172 : X«aegiaiil ' 

The Seoretoupy of State to the Chargi in, Nicaragua (Mtmro) 

[Par^plirase} 

Washington, December 1927—7 p. rri 
216. Legation’s telegram number 367, dated December 2, 10 a. m. 
The views of the Department regarding the proposed retirement 
of President Diaz are as follows : 

Consequent upon a long period of violence and chaos during 
which the Government of the United States could find no govern- 
ment in Nicaragua which it could legally recognize, Diaz was finally 
chosen President in such manner and form as to make it possible 
for the Government of the United States, as well as many other 
governments, to come to the conclusion that the Presidency had been 
filled in due compliance with the Nicaraguan Constitution. Accord- 
ingly, the Government of the United States recogi^d hjip. Not- 
withstanding this general recognition, the Liberals continued the 
fight to expel him and to obtain control of the country- The actual 
conditions which developed fcally forced the United States to take 
active measures for the protection of its interests and those of its 
citizens. These culminate in the special mission of Colonel Stimson. 
Colonel Stimson finally persuaded the Liberal leaders to lay down 
their arms ^d cooperate in the restoration of peace and order. The 
basic moving considerations for the arrangement which resulted from 
Colonel Stimson’s intermediation were very simple. In return for an 
undertaking by the Government of the United States to supervise the 
election of a successor to Diaz, the Liberals relinquished their efforts 
to expel the recognized Government under Diaz and agreed to cooper- 
ate for peace and stability. There was a definite and perfect under- 
standing that, pending the. .h<?^^^g ^he supervised election, the 
quo to be j^aintained. In the meantime, any maneuver 
involving the retirement of ‘President Diaz, voluntary or otheivrise, 
vriU not only give rise to^^a sgrave suspicion of entailing some advan- 
tage to onef^factioii or the other, in eff^t would strike at the 
the tran^tion by which peace and order have 
bem ;n 0 storf^.^ mentioned,) the Government of the 

United States cani^;f^ with tl^ utmost disapprobsrf^n 

A ^e retirement of Presid^t 
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Diaz. The Government of the United States had nothing to do with 
the selection of Diaz. Diaz was merely recognized as the Constitu- 
tional President of Nicaragua for the time being. Upon the fact 
of such recognition rests the arrangement under which we are now 
proceeding. It is the firm and unalterable intention of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, at the request of the recognized Govern- 
ment in Nicaragua and both political parties therein, to do all in 
its power to see that a perfectly fair and impartial election is held. 
No changing of the basic facts of the situation as they were when the 
undertaldng to supervise the election was given, can be tolerated 
without giving rise to certain speculations and fears regarding the 
impartial attitude of the Government of the United States in this 
niatter. A change in the office of President at this time serans to the 
Department not only an unfortunate circumstance, as intimated in 
your telegram, but also a proposition which can be entertained by 
no one who is sincerely interested in the carrying out of the pending 
plan. 

With reference to the first paragraph of yom telegram, the Depart- 
ment, of course, is interested in any genuine doubt which may be 
raised regarding the constitutionality of the Stimson arrangement 
whether affecting the reorganization of the gua/rdia or the appoint- 
ment of Gieneral McCoy. The Department has not understood that 
there could be any constitutional groimd of objection. The Depart- 
ment should be informed immediately if the Conservatives or any 
other f action really intend to attack the constitutionality of the ar- 
rangement, or even to cast a cloud upon its validity. The Department 
will then consider what measures it may be necessary to take in order 
to fulfill the obligations which the United States has assumed. For the 
purpose of Braking known the emphatic views of the Government of 
the United States you are authorized to use informally all or as much 
of this tdegr^ ks ij^ou deem advisable. 

Kbxloqq 

SlT.<J0>^l95 :4:eteg3»ia ■ ! • ' 

The OTiargi iiiNi6gmg<m {Mv/niro) to the Sogretairy of State 

•w ■ ' > ■ ' ■ - fReceived 7 :26 p.m.} 

, 's-gTO t today inf onned the htenfeter of the lirferior and the president 
©eototal Board that while I'Wdtired to sthdy the matter 
a*litan,fttrtfe6^^feefore‘0j^iestiBg ^ ftsefi opinion I 4h<n^ht it wohH 
the eteetOraa iK)#4«k^*-l>iefdre the end 

of ^f^^-<^'-prOeeed Wdth 'ffi® OP^resiiSaBts of 'flhe 
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that the Supreme Court will order new elections in many municipali- 
ties, some of which probably cannot be held until after the terms of the 
local direotorios expire on January 31st, It may also be necessary to 
hold one or two by-elections for Deputies or Senators. Consequently 
the country cannot be left for an indefinite period without electoral 
machinery even though the Legation were to assume the responsibility 
for advising the National ElectoraLBoard not to comply with its clear 
obligations under the law. 

[Paraphrase.] Since Liberals are required to be elected as presi- 
dents of the departmental boards in a majority of the departments 
under the existing law, I trust that my decision will encourage the 
Conservative majority in Congress to take prompt action on tibe new 
law. Will the Department kindly inform me before December 27 
if it has any objection to the procedure outlined above? [End 
paraphrase.] 

Mttnbo ; 


817.00/5198 ; Telegrain 

TTie Chmge in Nioaragua (Mmiro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, DecerrUbeT 1^7 — 11 a.rrL 

[Received 8 : 44 p. m.] 

379. My December 21, 3 p. m. The Minister of Interior told me 
this morning that the Congress was about to adjourn over the holi- 
days and that consequently, pending the necessary study of General 
McCoy’s electoral project, the Government was about to propose as 
an emergency measure* that the terms of members of the existing 
electoral boards be extended by congressional action until the new 
law should be adopted. I declined to approve this procedure on the 
ground that the Liberals could with some justice claim the right to 
control the majority of the departmental electoral boards after Jan- 
uary 1st unless General McCoy’s project should be approved before 
that date. I urged rather that Congress be persuaded to remain in 
session in view of the urgehcy bf this matter and the desirability of 
early action on the guardia agreement. 

Munro 


817.00/5200 ; Megram 

The OTmrgS m Nioaragwa (Mtmre) to the Seere^xjtry of State 

' MaKaocta, DebmUSer 19117 — S p. m. 

'i, ■ ' H- a . [E^ived 10 : 30 j>. m.^' 

881,, In th© elections for Senator and Deputy heM in the Depart- 
mesit of &t^ on September 4th, November 20th and November 27th, 
the Liberals were anquestiaaably successful by a majority of more 
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than 100 votes. In the canvass conducted by the departmental elec- 
toral board, however, the number of votes for the Conservative can- 
didates was increased by exactly 100 in each of two precincts ip spite 
of the fact that marines had b^n present and had watched the orig- 
inal count of the votes on election day. Furthermore, 17 Conserva- 
tive, but no Liberal, votes were counted from one precinct where 
marines were present and saw that no voting took place. 

After a careful investigation I called these facts to the attention 
of the Govermnent and pointed out the very bad impression which 
would be created if the credentials fraudulently issued by the depart- 
mental board should be approved by the Conservative majority in 
Congress. Nevertheless the Congress with only a perfunctory inves- 
tigation admitted the Conservative Senator and Deputy. 

This is the first time in recent months where either party has openly 
disregarded a recommendation insistently made by the Legation. The 
President is still ill but I have explained to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs the very bad impression which the action of the Conservative 
majority in Congress would create and have indicated that I would be 
unable to continue the very informal efforts which I have been making 
to dissuade the Supreme Court from disqualifying the Conservative 
ticket and giving the municipal government to the Liberal Party in 
Granada. I shall use the incident as an argument for insisting upon 
the inunediate passage of the new electoral law. 

It would be helpful if the Department would explain frankly to 
the Nicaraguan Minister that actions of this nature necessarily dimin- 
ish confidence in the Nicaraguan Government’s ability to comply with 
its promises of fair treatment to both parties and give color to asser- 
tions made by the enemies of the administration that the Conserva- 
tive majority m Congress will seek to obstruct measures deemed nec- 
essary for the full execution of the Stimson agreement. It may be im- 
possible legally and it is probably unadvisable as a matter of policy 
to attempt to compri. the Congress to reverse its decision but it is 
desirable to make the Conservative leaders feel that improper action 
by themselves or their fpllowers will react unf tyorably upon their 
party. 

Munbo 


817,00/6198 ; Telegram 

Se^fitaary of Stinte to tho in (Mfmro) 

h V >’> ' ‘ WA8BhSrGT0N, SS, 19S7—7 p, m. 

877 ^d 87$ of Deisember 21, 8 p. m. and December 22, 11 
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817.00/S200 : Telegiam 

The Secretary of State to the Charge m Nicaragua (Mwnro) 

Washjngtont, December ^3^ 1927—10 />• m. 
284. Tour 381, December 22, 3 p. m. The situation was frankly and 
earnestly discussed with Nicaraguan Minister who has promised imr- 
mediately to cable his Government urging the seriousness of the 
situation and the necessity of complying strictly with its promises of 
fair treatment to both parties. He also said that he would, urge 
prompt voting of electoral law. 

Keploog 

817.00/5210 : Telegram 

The Charge in Nicaragua [Mvmrd) to the Secretary of State 

Makagtta, December 29, 1927 — p. m. 

[Received 8 : 50 p. m.] 

390. The two distinguished lawyers who were asked to study the 
new electoral law suggested no changes but rendered an opinion attack- 
ing the constitutionality of its basic features, such as the appointment 
of an American as president of the Electoral Board and the granting 
to the board of power to make regulations having the force of law. 

I went yesterday with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Idhhstjer 
of Government and the president of the National Electoral Board to 
discuss this matter with the President at his country place where he is 
recuperating from his recent illness. It was decided that the law 
should be submitted as it stood to Congress without mentioning* the 
lawyers’ opinion. It was therefore submitted yesterday afternoon. 

Since it cannot be approved before Sunday® I have advised the 
National Electoral Board to proceed today with the choice of presi- 
dents of the departmental boards. I think that the establishment of 
Liberal control over the electoral machinery will help materially to 
bring about prompt action on the new law. 

Munro 

ASSISTANCE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE IN THE RECONSTITU- 
TION OF THE COURTS OF NICARAGUA^ 

817.041/2 : Telegram 

Thje Mimster in Nicaragua {E'berhordt) to the Secretary of State 

, . } f - Managua, I d, 

[Received 7 : 11 p, m.] 

153. Ill the propped restoration of the Supreme Court aside from 
the racking it seeiias. to be generally considered that the 

. / 1 ' ■ . ^ _ 

See also pp. 285 n., especiaUy the letter of May 11, 1927, from Ool.^ Henry 
Jm Stimson, personal r^^entatlTe of the President of the United States, to 
General Moncada, leader of the revolutionary forces, p. 345. 
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Congress ■which deposed the judges ■was illegal; that the procedure 
followed Ticdated the Constitution since the judges neither resigned 
nor were impeached; and that they therefore were and still are the 
magistrates. On the basis of these facts the principle of restoration 
is accepted but there remains the problem of the manner of effecting 
OTch restoration. 

Two plans [are] usually advanced. I favor that which contem- 
plates the reassumption of their functions by the legal judges ■with- 
out further formality than that the Chamorro judges shall simply 
absent themselves from the court. This follows the precedent estab- 
li^ed in the restoration of Congress. Some Conservatives, and natu- 
rally the Chamorro judges, oppose this plan. They insist that if 
judg^ must retire they should present their resignation for Con- 
gress to accept and that thereafter Congress should reelect the old 
judges. They argue that this is the constitutional procedure. The 
faUacy of this seems to lie in the fact that such a procedure on the 
|(art of a legal Congress might well be interpreted as gi'ving legality 
td the unrecognized court. 

The restoration can probably be effected ultimately in accordance 
with plan 1, the only serious difficulties being to arrange that the 
decisions of the court during the incumbency of the Chamorro judges 
sh^ not become subject to reopening or reconsideration with attend- 
ant needless litigation. 

To secure this result some suggest that the returning judges agree 
in advance in writing if necessary to give blanket approval of all 
deciaons in which the Chamorro judges participated. Others that 
it ■will be necessa;]^ to take up specially and confirm prior decisions 
ih any cases wherein interested parties raise question. 

President Diaz joins me in the hope that Gfeneral Stimson and 
othef proihineht American or international lawyers might be induced 
by the Department 'to ^ve this subject careful thought and study 
and offer such helpful suggestions as may seem appropriate. 

Eberttabto 


817.041/3 : Telegram 


Mimiater in Nwamgwt {Eh&rhkerdt) to the Seamtmy of State 

Managtta, S f, iPg?'— p. 

i vWi' V - ' ' ''' ' [Eeceived 10:06 p. m.] 

has qoma to tlie conclusion that 
, de ^c^ 'coj^ if about 100 

aito^mer^ ^ to mtotaih all decisaohs except sdme 'lO iii' all which 
Parti^ interested at the tipia dedsiims were 
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They have decided also to reinstate the magistrates of the courts 
of appeals at Leon, Granada and Bluefields who were expelled by 
dC' facto Congress under orders of Chamorro. Without precedent 
for solution of this difficulty, Thomas Cooley’s Oomtitutional Lmd- 
taiions, 7tih edition, pages 897 and 898, have been held most 'nearly 
applicable. Has the Department any views to communicate ? 

EbebhAbdt 


817.041/3 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the MvnAster in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) 

Washdtgton, August 9, 1927— 4^ f- m. 

120. Your 184, July 31, 4 p. m. The Department perceives no 
occasion now to question on the grounds of de facto character of 
courts legality of acts of Supreme Court or Court of Appeals whose 
judges were replaced by de facto authorities. Your citation to 
Cooley considered in point. See also volmne one, Moore’s Digest, 
page 54, et seg. 

Ejzxogo 


817.041/4 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, August 19, 1927 — 4 V- 

[Keceived 7:48 p. m.] 

203. The restored Supreme Court has decided to legalize all acts 
of the Chamorro court by refusing to reopen any cases, but in line 
with what it considers its constitutional duty, in which I concur, 
it has restored the appellate magistrates in Leon and Bluefields 
who were expelled by tiie Chamorro Congress. This has created a 
conflict with the Executive whose advisers, apparently still dominated 
by Chamorro, deny the right of court to interfere with the acts of 
even a packed Chamorro Congress. Both sides seem disposed to 
abide by any clear and conclutive statement of the Department’s 
views in the case. Urgently request reply. 

Ebxbsabdt 


817.flAl/4 : Telegram 

T'M Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt') 

. ; IFaraphtase}' 

Washington, August 22, 1927—6 j?, m. 
129. Legation’s telegram number 203, August 19, 4 p. m. Depart- 
ment has noted that the restored. Supreme Court of Nicaragua has 



392 


FOBBIGN BELATIONS, 1927, VOBTBIE HI 


concluded to legalize all acts of the Chamorro court by dedining to 
reopen any cases, and if the restoring of the appellate magistrates 
at Leon and Bluefields 'will not involve the setting aside of a decision 
of the de facto court, the Deparianent concurs with its action. 

The Department does not think, however, that the decisions of the 
de facto courts should now be set aside on grounds of their de facto 
character. See Department’s 120, August 9, 4 p. m. Were an excep- 
tion to be made even in the case of the restoring of the appellate 
magistrates who were expelled by the Chamorro Congress, the way 
might be opened to a reconsideration of other cases from both per- 
sonal and political motives, leading to possible confusion and abuses. 
The Departmeht believes that the magistrates referred to in your 
telegram should be restored. It feels, however, that if this action 
involves the setting aside of a sentence of the de facto court, it 
should be effected by an agreement between the executive and legisla- 
tive branches and along the lines followed in the restoration of the 
judges of the Supreme Court, in accordance with the Stimson 
agreement., 

KTirnoGG 


817.041/8 : Telegram 

The Mjmster m Nicaragvxt, {Ebe^hardi) to the Secretary of State 

Man-agua, Augmt £7, 19^—4. p. m. 

[Received 8 : 16 p. m. j 

213.The Department’s 128, August 22, 5 p. m.^^ Stimson message 
delivered to Moncada as requested. The latter showed me copy of 
his message to Stimson which he intended as a protest against the 
restoration of the appellate magistrates along the lines followed in 
the restoration of the Supreme Court judges. He insists that the 
appellate judges be restored by the judge of the Supreme Court. In 
endeavoring to comply with the suggestion contained in last sentence 
of the Department’s 129, August 22, 6 p. m., Diaz has already called 
for resignation of de facto judges. Since Congress must act upon 
these and it is impracticable to call a specia^ Congress for the 
purpose, these resignations -must be held awaiting next regular ses- 
sion. Diaz states that he will give me a written statement guaran- 
teeing to present these resignations to Congress and to effect their 
acceptance by Congress in the same, manner as^the resignation -of 
the de facto Supreme Court judges were accepted and the deposed 
judges reinstated. The Liberals are. objecting to such procedure. 

“Not jdnted." ./ '■ , -'-Vt . 
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817.041/8 : Telegram 

Tke Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua 

{Eherhardt) 

WASHmGxoir, August SO, 19S7 — S p. m. 
133. Your 213, August 27, 4 p. m. Last sentence. Cable briefly 
reasons wby Liberals are objecting to procedure outlined. 

Castus 


83 7,041/9 : Telegram 

Ths Minister in, Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, August SI, 19S7~^ a. m. 

[Received 6: 10 p. m.] 

219. Department’s August 30, 3 p. m. The Suprmne Court has al- 
ready ordered the reinstatement of the appellate judges, and the court 
at Leon though not at Bluefields has been turned over to the former 
ihcumbent. The Supreme Court has thus forced the issue and it main- 
tains that it cannot reverse its action without great detriment to its 
prestige and without establishing in practice the right of Congress to 
appoint and remove judges for political reasons. The Liberals sup- 
port it in this position. The Government asserting its desire to follow 
the procedure suggested in the Department’s August 22, 5 p. m., refuses 
to pay the salaries or recognize the authority of the new judge at Leon. 
Bolii sides are obviously playing politics in this matterj each hoping to 
have the Department’s support in humiliating the other. I can see no 
reasonable solution which will- satisfy either party but I consider it 
very advisable that a splution of some kind be reached because there 
will otherwise be jio appellato coiirts in the two departments involved 
and ' tkere* will be a roost embarrassing and potentially dangerous 
controversy in Decem^r wh^ Congress meets. 

fB^phrase.] Y^ith the Department’s approval, I beljeve that it 
might be possible to msist on a tolution based, upon the status, guo. 
Tinder such a plan the ([^vermneht would recognize the reestablished 
court at Leon, the Supreme Court would withdraw its prder to. rem- 
ote the former judge at Bluefields, leaving to Cpngress which meets 
Iti December the reorganization of this court provisionally efleoted. 
Immediate instructions request^. [!^d paraphrase.] 

. . .I^BnSHABDT 

8il7tt)^3./eyTele£nm: ■ 

The Acting Secretary ’ of SVatd to the Mwisier irt Nicaragua 

{Eberhardt) 

Washtn-gton, September i, 19S7—6 p. m. 

187. Your 219, August 81, 9 a, m. Constitution Nicaragua clearly 
places with Congress power of appointment of judgss of Appellate 



394 


■POBBIGN BBLATIONS, 1927, VOLUME HI 


Cotut. Therefore, it seems Supreme Court without authority to make 
such appointment. 

Moreover, Supreme Court decided in the case of Liberal judges 
of Courts of Appeal dismissed by Chamorro Congress judges had no 
legal recourse in matter and tkat Congress had proceeded within its 
rights. Consequently, proposed action of Supreme Court would in- 
volve disregard of former decision of that Court and open way to 
similar disregard of other decisions by de facto courts which should 
be avoided for reasons stated in Department’s 129, August 22, S p. m. 

diQuld therefore inform President Diaz and such Liberals as 
request your opinion that although the restoration of the judges of the 
Courts of Appeal was not included in the Stimson agreement the 
re^ration of this Court to its former membership would seem highly 
cldsirable but for the reasons given above the restoration should be 
made 1^ the Congress in the manner followed in the case of the 
Supreme Court. 

However, if after careful study of the situation in consultation with 
all elements concerned you feel that the compromise suggested in last 
paragraph your telegram under reference would be wisest solution 
politically please withhold action and cable Department fully giving 
reasons. 

Whub 


817.041/12 : Telegram 

The Ohasrge in Nicaragua {Mvmro) to the Scereta/ry of State 

Maitagua, September 15, 19S7—^ p. m. 

[Received September 16—9:41 a. m.] 
244. Department’s September 14 [Jf], 6 p. m. The situation with 
regard to the appellate courts is unchallenged [sto]. Li Leon the 
court has hem reot^ni^d and the judges removed by Chamorro have 
taken office but the Executive power refuses to recognize thAm or pay 
their salaries. The court, thetef ore, is not functioning. It is difficult 
to obtain ihformatioft'ftom Bluefields but apparently the court there 
has nbt beep recognized and its decisions are, therefore, not accepted 
as i^id by Ihe Supreme Cptirii, Thp deadlock in both cases will 
apparently continue Until thb l^artmimt' takes' smne^to^ action. 

i'^adPeiegraph more fully on this subject within a few days after 
I have had an opportunity to' SESsusslt with the persons concerned. 


Mxtnbo 
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£17.041/13 : 1?^egrain 

Tli& ChwrgS in Nicaragua {Mumiro) to the Secretary of State 

Managxta, September 16, 1$^—^ f. m. 

[Eeceived September 17 — 12 : 58 a. m.] 
246. I discussed the question of the appellate courts ’tnth the Pres- 
ident this morning. While he feels as I do that the Supreme Court 
acted improperly in the matter he admitted that it would be difficult 
to restore the Chamorro judges at Leon now that they have with- 
drawn from office and permitted the former judges to take possession. 
He felt that the Chamorro jud^s had done wisely in withdrawing in 
view of the violent agitation against them in Leon. He said that 
the best solution might be to recognize the court as now constituted 
at Leon while leaving the Chamorro judge in possession at Bluefields 
and he promised to discuss the matter with his legal advisers to see 
if the administration could properly accept such a solution. 

Please inform me as soon as possible whether this solution will 
be acceptable to the Department if President Diaz will consent to it. 
I believe that it would be better to settle the matter on this basis 
than to attempt to compel the Supreme Court to reverse its decision 
and recognize the Chamorro judges. The latest date [sic] procedure 
would involve a public hmniliation of the Supreme Court and, might 
also cause further agitation at Leon like that which led the- Chamorro 
judges to withdraw. I have thus far refrained from discussing any 
compromise with the Liberals or the Supreme Court in order to 
remain in a stronger position to insist upon the reinstatement of 
the Chamorro judges should the Department wish me to do so. 

Mumo 

817.014/14 -.Tdegram ' 

The Charge i/n. Nicaragua (Mv/nro') to the Secretary of State 

Managua, September 16, 1927—6 p. m. 

[Eeceived September 17— -11; 43 a* m.] 
247. My September 15, 2 p. m. This afternoon the President sent 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs to discuss the appellate court ques- 
tion with me. Dr. Cuadra said-, that it would be better in his opinion 
to recognize the reoi^nized court at Leon, especially as any other 
action might give rise to agitatidn among tte people of that city. He 
said however that the Government would like to have the Department 
recdoomend a course of action as the President would otherwise be 
stron^y criticised by the Con^rvatives in Congress. 

■-i* -.u-, r - . ' ■ . MtTSBO 
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817.041/13 ; arelegram 

The Acting Seoretarg of State to the Charge in Nicaragua {Mwniro) 

Washingioit, September 17, 1927 — 3 p. m. 

14A Tour 246, September 16, 2 p. m. Legation’s cables do not 
make it dear bow Supreme Court has acted in its removal of judges. 
Supreme Court bas no power to remove another judge by adminis- 
trative act. ATI it could do would be to declare tbe title void in a 
judicial trial. Congress also apparently bas no power to remove judges 
by administrative act. It could initiate impeacbment pixxjeedings 
wbicb properly would not lie bere, tbe judges having committed no 
misconduct or removable ofience. Their title to their office is defective 
and that presents a judicial question provided it is brought up in 
tbe propdr way. 

On acamnt of this, tbe Department bas felt safest course is to have 
tbe Chamorro judges resign and Congress make a new appointment. 
This also bas tbe advantage of not tending to disturb the decisions 
of tbe de facto judges. However, now that everybody apparently 
agrees that title of Chamorro judges is illegal and void in a case like 
Leon where tbe illegal judge has actually given up tbe office and tbe 
former legal judge bas reassumed it, it serans tbe latter’s title would 
be perfectly good without any further action. Therefore, if you can 
work out a compromise such as sug^sted in your 219, August 31, 
9 a. m., by wbicb both sides will recognize the reorganized court at 
Leon, the court at Bluefields can be hereafter reorganized according 
to tbe way suggested. Unless aU parties agree, however, and it ia 
definitely understood that the Leon case does not constitute a prece- 
dent, for disregarding decisions by the de facto courts, a situation 
wbicb should be guarded against in every possible way, tbe Depart- 
ment will have to take tbe definite stand that Supreme Court cannot 
remove tbe judges as an administrative act. 

Cabb 


817.041/16: Telegram 

The Chargl in Nie<sragud{^myr^' to the Secretary of State 

Maitagtia, SefierfJ>er 1027^10 a. m. 

• ' [Eeeeived '7 :80 p.m.] 

2S4.. I have delayed replying , to tbe' DepartiBetatV September 17, 
3 p;.aij^'pn.til I could obtain copies < of ‘ the doemnfeats and decisJcms 
involved*; The history of the appellate ciAirt^questiMi appear^ to be 
as follows: • i . > 

Gcmgflss under President Martinez passed a law establishing a new 
court of appeals at Matagalpa, and Chamorro when be wi^ed to obtain 
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control of the existing courts had his Congress transfer two judges 
from Leon to this court. The judges affected appealed to the Supreme 
Court for amparo and it was to prevent favorable action on this appeal 
that Chamorro had Congress remove the majorUy of the members of 
the Supreme Court. The de facto Supreme Court denied the amparo 
on June 1, 1927, just before it was reorganized. The Leon judges did 
not go to Matagalpa but their positions at Leon were filled by Congress. 

When the Supreme Court was reorganized last July the Legation was 
given a confidential memorandum stating that only those cases would 
be reopened in which the losing party had protested before the decision 
against the jurisdiction of the court. The Department was informed 
of this proposed procedure in the Legation’s telegram of July 80 [57], 
4 p. m., and its reply of August 9, 4 p. m., was regarded as approving 
this course of action. One of the few cases falling within this category 
according to the president of the Supreme Court was the decision deny- 
ing amparo to the Leon judges. The court therefore reopened the case 
and decided that the action of the Congress in transferring the judges 
against their will was unconstitutional and void and that they therefore 
still had a right to their positions at Leon. The president of the 
Supreme Court asserts that he thought that the court was proceeding 
in full accord with the Department but the Minister felt that the 
court had forced the issue without giving the Legation or the Depart- 
ment a fair chance to study the question in all its bearings. 

, In Bluefields the case is different. Two judges there were r^oved 
by Congress without following <the constitutional procedure because 
they were accused of connection with, the revolution of May 1926. 
Their case was never decided by the Chamorro court. One of them has 
left the country but the other appeaded to the present Supreme Court 
which declared th? action of Congress unconstitutional and void. In 
this case and in that, of Leon the action was technically a reowrso de 
ineonsUttidona fnaceratadad. ;»s the court held that there could be no 
action for am/paro against an act of Congress. 

The president of the Supreme Court assures me very positively 
that the decision regarding the Leon judges will not serve as a prece- 
dent for reopening any cases decided by the de facto court except five 
or six .unimportant cases of the nature described in the confidential 
mmiorandum above referred to. The policy of the court will be 
announced in a decision within a few day& 

. Since it appears , after inv^tigation that the L^ation had been 
misinformed by certain government officials regarding the situation 
at ^Bluefields and that the new Supreme Court’s action there was not 
a reversal of any previous decision, there seems to be no good ground 
for recommending that the Chamorro judge be left in possession. I 
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t liinV however that compromise can be effected by which the Cha- 
morro judge will withdraw in favor of one of the substitutes while 
the former Liberal judge will not take possession until after he has 
been reelected by Congress. This will save the pride of both parties 
and I hope that it will meet with tJie approval of the Department 
if both sides agree to accept such procedure. 

Muneo 


817.041/16 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Gha/rge in Nicaragua {Mwnro) 

Washingkton, September iS8, 19^— 6 p. m. 
149. Your 254, September 27, 10 a. m. Solution outlined by you 
is satisfactory to the Department. 

Cabs 


817.041/17 :Tde«ram 

The Charge m Nioaragua {Mwnro) to the Secretary of Staite 

Manacuja, September ^5, 19S!t—8 a. m. 

[Beceived 3 p. m.] 

256. Department’s September 28, 6 p. m. The appellate courts 
question has been settled to the apparent satisfaction of both parties. 
The Liberal judges at Leon will remain on the court but will receive 
no salary imtil the Congress reelects them. They will then be paid 
in full from the time when they were replaced in office. The Govern- 
ment undertakes not to interfere in any way with the functioning of 
the court. 

The Conservative judge at Bluefields will be quietly summoned to 
Managua by the President so that his substitute can take his place. 
The Supreme Court will then recognize the Bluefields court praiding 
the reelection by Congress of the Liberal judge who will meanwhile 
not attempt to take possession. ‘ 

, The contrivances will thus be reee^nized by Congress but at the 
same time the decisions of the Suprane Court wiU be respected. 

After I had ascertained tiiat the above solution would be satisfac- 
boSy to both parties the Minister' for Foreign Affairs and the presi- 
dent of the Supreme Court met at the Legation last night and ac- 
cepted it. There is to be niO pUblitaty as thfe local press appears to 
Mve ifo^otten the matter and it ‘desirable ‘fiO avoid further con- 
trn’^I^Syi ''i-' ' ■ 5'; ‘V- '4 ' 


MtFNBO 
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APPOINTMENT OF LIBERAL “JEFES POLITICOS” IN LIBERAL DEPART- 
MENTS AS PROVIDED BY THE STIMSON AGREEMENT" 

817.00/4879 : Telegram 

The Minister m Nica/ragua {Eierhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, May 31 j y. m. 

[Received 8:25 p. m.] 

142. In accordance with, agreement made before General Stimson 
the Liberal jefes 'politicos for 6 departments recommended by Mon- 
cada are being named by President Diaz tomorrow. Moncada had 
endeavored to name chief of police and collectors of internal revenue 
in each department also but, as these were specifically omitted in all 
conferences and only jefes politicos schedule specifically agreed upon 
with Diaz, I have insisted that only jefes politicos be named and 
Moncada has agreed though he will probably cable Stimson regard- 
ing the subject. 

EBnRHABDT 

817.00/4883a : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mimster m Nicaragua {Eherhardt) 

Washington, June 1, 1927—1 f. m. 

95. Colonel Stimson has received the following cable from General 
Moncada : 

“According with the peace aOTeements held at Tipitapa it was clear 
enough that the Liberals would have the entire ccmtrol of the depart- 
ments given to <hat party. beg you to interpose your valuable 
influence in order to avoid any trouble and to a'cpomplish [comyl/yf'] 
with the agreement niade.j Be^ectfuUy, i. M.' Moncada.” 

Colonel Stjpieon requests fpllowing reply be sent to you : 

“Please teonVey to General Moncada the following answer to his 
cable to me: ‘My recollection is clear Tipitapa agreement included 
only the Jefes Politicos of six departments but am cabling Minister 
to express nope generous interpretation will be riven so as to ac- 
complish conciliatory purposes of agreement.’ Minister Eber- 
hardt. Without knowing details of present issue I diould favor 
givi^ Liberals as much control in the six Liberal departments as 
the Conservatives retain^ in the Conservative departments. , Deem it 
most important to avoid appittrance of lack of gejierosit;^. . Stipason,” 

The Departm^t concurs in. (^lohel Stimson^s recommendations 
and desires you to use your influence to the utmost itb have the Tipi- 
tapa agreement interpijeted liberally in order to carry, out to fullest 
possible measure the spirit in, which it was drawn up. Beport by 
cable. . ■ /, I ■ 

Keixogg 

. ” See also ff*. e^teclaUy letter of May 11, 1827* from Col. Henry L. Stim- 

son to Gmiaral M6n^4s> n w 

8a842a— 42— tol kli S2 
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817.00/4885 : Telegtam 

TTh6^ Mi/nister in NicwragucD^ (^Eherhccrdt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, Jwne IdSfll — 3 m. 

[Eeceived 6:56 p. m.] 

146. Tour 95, June 1, 1 p. m. This matter has been satisfactorily 
arranged as outlined in former telegram from the Legation, most of 
the appointees being reported as already having entered upon their 
duties. 

Moncada accepted, after my assurance in -which General Feland 
concurred, that American marines and American-trained constabulary 
were to be stationed at all capitals to guarantee fairness and justice. 
The tel^ram to Stimson expressed his original reaction to the pro- 
posed arrangement but not Ids final attitude towards the subject and 
was sent only because Somoso, representing Leon Liberals, insisted 
upon it. Moncada reiterates today his full agreement with the ar- 
rangement after having received telegram from Stimson. In the 
circumstances it is clear to me that no rearrangement should be 
attempted now Moncada has been consistent in his attitude of refusal 
to deal with Diaz. While these new appointees have recognized Diaz 
in a way by taking oath under Minister of Interior, to give Liberals 
complete control these six departments including police and internal 
revenue would be in effect to create two separate governments since the 
Liberals declare openly that once in control they would defy Diaz 
government. More for economic than political reasons I consider it 
^s^tial ^that Di^ government retain control police and internal 
revenue of the eiitne country and that^ since Moncada has expressed 
his intention of cooperating on the present basis no change should be 
contemplated. Moncada is first to admit that I am dealing openly and 
fairly vdth.him and vdth all generosity consistent with the situation. 

. Eberhabdt 

$17.Q0/48S5 : T^egram; 

TTie Secretary of State to the ih' Nic^ {Eherhardt) 

, ' ? 19S7—6 p. m. 

/ Department’s 95^ June I, June 3, 3 B. M. 

Sfr. ]^varistd 0. Morales, represm^ing. ^neral Moncada and b^ar- 
iiig,j[^tt0r of mtoduction to dated Jilne % 1927, has 

c^^d 'dn Colonel Stimson and i^^t^ l&if at^ 1^ time he left 
Mbncada was stiU trpubl^ oVfeir the matter pf the 
lobal bffimals in the six Liberal Depaftoents. Tour t^egram 8, 
3 P. M,^dicat^ Moncada is satisfied with the arrangement of giving 
the t^fals the six Jefee Politicos but retaining to the Diaz Gtevem^ 
ment all the other local oflfcials of those provinces. , !§ pp^ble 

that Morales left Nicaragua before Moncada cduj^ #dv^ pf his 
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concurrence with the present arrangement, nevertheless, in view of 
the great importance that all agreements made with the Liberals by 
Colonel Stimson should be carried out fully in spirit as well as in 
letter, the Department desires you to make immediate discreet inq^ies 
through conversation with General Moncada in person to ascertain 
his views in the premises. Colonel Stimson and the Department feel 
that the real spirit of the Tipitapa Agreement would require that the 
Liberals be given the other offices in the six Liberal Departments as 
well as the six Jefes Politicos and, should there be a real issue on that 
point, the Department would be compelled to insist upon this with 
President Diaz. 

If General Moncada is satisfied with the present arrangement it is 
satisfactory to the Department but the Department feels it imperative 
that you should clearly understand its views in the premises in order 
that you might be in a position to act should occasion arise. 

Tour 157, June -24, 9 A. Department presumes that there is 
a Liberal member of the Claims Commission and that he has been 
appointed by the President after nomination by Moncada. . . . 

EiaxoGG 


f^l7.00/4925 : Telegram v 

Th& Minister in Nicaragua {EherJiaardt) to the Seoretarv of State 


MAiTAonA, July 1927— S -p. m. 

[Received 9 : 22 p. m.] 

166. Department’s 101, June 27, 5 p. m. Moncada liaving been con- 
sulted states that, , while be is not entirely satisfieid and would prefer 
to have all offices in tlwse six departments, he acquiesces, admitting 
at the Embassy [sic] that three of the six departments are being well 
conducted under the pr^ent arrangement with every reason to believe 
same result can be secured in the other three with same display of 
mutual forbearance and care in selection of individuals for portions. 

In a very careful study of this question I have interviewed men of 
both parties and others directly or indirectly interested: including 
Americans and other foreigners. I have asked Adxniral Latimer to 
tel^raph the Department his recollection of various discussions of this 
question and his views concerning the success of the arrangement. I 
am firmly convinced as ever that no change should be imdertaken and 
most res^^eotfully but urgently, recommend that Department reconsider 
its>de<nsion. ^Ihe above reasons should he suffid^t in my opinion. 
Enr.mcsm wtahand' important still is thOifact that even in the very last 
intervieW;.betvleen Diazv 3^™s<m,‘ and' myself, Diaz specifically asked 
mNtimr stibis indudtd fefes^ <poMMeo» and Stimson replied 


^PoH, p. 464. 
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quite as specifically in the affirmative. I feel very keenly that even 
the most ^^generous interpretation” imaginable of the Tipitapa agree- 
ment cannot justify us in failing to keep the word of General Stimson 
to President Diaz and that such failure will cause hardship and injus- 
tice, of which we should not pennit Diaz to be the victim nor ourselves 
to be the author. 

Eberhardt 


817.00/4925 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mmister in Nicaragua {Eherhaardt) 


Washington, July 7, 1927—1 y. m. 

106. Your i66, July 2, 3 p. m. Department will allow the matter to 
rest while Moncada acquiesces. Should Moncada bring the matter up 
again however with Mr. Stimson or the Department, the Department 
would feel obliged to take the attitude clearly set forth in its No. 101, 
Jun^ 27, 6 p. m. Should Moncada take the matter up with you di- 
rectly Department expects and desires you to take the same attitude. 

Erllogg 


817.00/4935a : Telegram 

TJie Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) 

CParapbrase] 


Washington, IS, 19B7—7 p. m. 

109. Department’s telegram number 106, dated July 7, 1 p. m., nri<l 
Legation’s numW 166, dated July 2, 3 p. m. To the end that you may 
clearly understand Colonel Stimson’s views, he wishes to point out 
that there is no Gommiitment to Moncada to give him more tbn n the 
jefes poTMicos in the six Liberal departments. On the other hand there 
is a definite cominitment to hold free and fair elections in 1928, and 
Colonel Stimson feels that if the Diaz government should control the 
internal revenue cdllections in all the ‘departments, free and fair elec- 
tions would be impossible. 

The Department is now at work on a plan following the HnAg gug. 
gested by Sefior Guzmaji “ to Colonel Stimson, which, it is hoped, will 
adequately solve all difficulties on this point/ aiSid whMirt has reached 
the stage where there is something more definite to dlstates, the Depart- 
ment of course will take up the naafcter with both tf aeti<^ Meanwhile 
the De^rteent is disposed to let the matter Of thd internal tax oollec- 
«Libei»l departmaits remain -.inn abeyance. Whether this 
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in the Liberal departments. If this is the case, it would be possible to 
allow the matter of internal tax collectors to remain in abeyance for 
the time being. Otherwise, the Department must consider the question 
whether it should not insist that these oflEices be handed over to the 
Liberals. Telegraph Department Conservative attitude toward the 
forthcoming September elections, and whether or not the Conservatives 
will present candidates. 

EjxnoGG 

817.00/5097 : Telegram 

The Charge in Nicaragua {Mvm/ro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, October 26^ 1927 — 11 a. m. 

[Eeceived 11 p. m.] 

295. As General McCoy has doubtless informed the Department^ 
conditions on the east coast, which have been very bad for many 
years, seem to be worse at present because of the increased bitterness 
between the political parties and the complete disorganization of 
the administration. It is extremely difficult to get adequate informa- 
tion here but it seems clear that the Liberal jefe politico and the 
Conservative lower officials in Bluefields cannot work together and 
that the Liberal revolutionary appointees who have- been left in 
office in many of the smaller places in accordance with^ A(|miral 
Latimer’s recommendation receive no money or support from Mana- 
gua and pay no attention to the ' Government’s orders. There is 
much discontent and. sotie disorder; In two reOent cases where the 
Legation has complaiiiM of rndtetr^tinent of American citizens, the 
Government has replied that 'it cannot control the local Liberal 
authorities and iheref ote can take no effective acticm. * 

President Diax has for some time wished to remedy this situation. 
To this end he proposed last month to Mri Eberhardt that ex-Presi- 
dent Estrada who Was tihen temporarily acting as jefe politico at 
Bluefields be permanently appointed wi& full control over all other 
officials including tibe power to appoint and dismiss. Mr. Eberhardt 
favored this but Moncada refuse to agree saying that Estrada 
though a Liberal was not well regarded by ^the party because Of 
his leiadership iii tilie revolution against Zelayai^*^ ' The President 
is not willing to enfanist the same povs^er to Pasos v^-ho- was appdinted 
jefe poMioo at Mohcada’s nomination as lattei> ^uld be certain to 
u^ such pcmer for' paactisa^ purpose. told that Estrada is 

Wril ilfced by bo&*parties on the- coast &at bis recent adminis- 
tration gaic^general sati^a^bn.' It sedbSsi probable that'Ms tcppdinii- 

^ggestMI:#odid-l^^ to improve the 
iSdls^a pe^sbnal friend 

Foreign ^htione, 1910, pp, 7381t Tlv i 
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rthe latter’s objection to him seems to be purely political. It would 
be unfortunate to lose this opportunity to improve conditions on the 
east coast merely because Moncada wishes to use the appointment 
of the jefe 'politico there to build up his own personal political 
machine and it has occurred to me that the Department might be 
able to influence Moncada to change his position. The Department 
might well state that it could no longer object to the appointment 
of Conservative subordinate officials at those places on the coast 
where Liberals are still in office if the proposed arrangement were 
not accepted. I know of no reason why the Government should be 
obliged to maintain Liberals in any positions except that of jefe 
politico, 

I did not take up this matter myself with Moncada before his 
departure because I did not then have enough information about 
conditions on the coast. The above recommendations are based on 
information received from the American consul at Bluefields whose 
report of October 13th the Department has doubtless received,^® from 
the marines, and from the Bluefields representative of the Cuyamel 
Fruit Company. . 

Mttnro 


817.00/5097 : Telegram 

TTi0 Acting Secretary of State to the Ohargi in Nicaragtta (Mtmro) 

WASHmoTON, October ^8, 19187—4. p. m. 

166. Your 295', October 26, 11 a. m. The matter of Estrada’s 
appointmoit was discussed with Moncada, At first he was inclined 
not to accept 'Estrada as he stated that he is working for the Conserv- 
atives and expensed .fear that there might be disturbances and 
uprisings in the Departm^t of Bluefields under the leadership of 
Sandoval. He aJsci mentioned that many of the negroes in tTiat 
province are in possession of aroffi and expressed fear that they would 
be. prevailed upon by the Conservatives to start trouble and uprisings 
in order to thwart proper -elections. Be ^ated th&t he would IiIta 
A merican Marine officers to be made Chiefe of Police in all the 
Iteparlanents of the JRepublic.and that if this were done ho then 
did.Bot care who the jefes am. He feially stated that it 

would, be satirfactory to him if the dlw^ take 

orer tiie polieing of the entire countiys. It would ikm.TMfb be neces- 
'ti>''haTe CSnefs of Police- jin lany of -tlmr.HsfisrtaQents but the 
COpm^wth^ Cffiber, oi .Chim'dia the orders of 

the m Chief ip. Managua of the would cany out 

the funetiom of tbe.Ch&sf of Polios. Mease disuse foet te r with 

Qcaoma M^ Offieeir of the Gxmdia and-, see if tbl * is 

pdated. ■ ■ ■■ 
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and how soon the Guardia would be in a position to assume police 
jurisdiction of the country and if it is feasible discuss it with Presi- 
dent Diaz to see if he would accept. If this is done Moncada will 
accept Estrada as jefe jxMtico at Bluefields. 

OliDS 


817.00/5109 : Megram ‘ 

The Gha/rge in Nicaragua {Mumo) to the Secretary of State 

Managita, November i, 19^7— H a,m.^ 

[Iteceiyed 8 : 00 p. m.] 

310. Department’s 166 , October 28, 4 p. m. It will be impractical 
for, many months and possibly for several years to establish the 
guardia on the east coast because even the full amount provided for 
in the pending agreement will not make possible the assumption of 
control over the entire Eepublic. As fully explained in my telegram 
of October 15, 4 p. m.,^® it will be impossible to establish the guardia 
even in the most important of the western provinces in time to be of 
use in connection with next year’s elections unless additional funds 
are. provided at once. I cannot sufficiently emphasize the fact that 
this is the most urgent problem now confronting us here. Our 
experience with the approaching municipal elections has made it 
clear that there can be no real freedom of sujffra^ next year unless 
there is an efficient police force under American direction. The 
guardia should be established in the western departments first,, not 
only because its presence in the more populous districts be nec- 
essary during the elections, but also because its establishment on the 
east coast will present special difficulties arising from difference of 
race and language and lack of means of communication and will 
probably cost approximately $200,000 per annum more than the 
amount provided for ip. the guardia agreement. 

[Paraphrase.] The suggestion of Moncada offers no solution for 
the existing difficulties on the coast. It is my opinion that his Objec- 
tions to Estrada are specious and are intended merely to cover his 
desire to obtain political advantage from the control of certain 
appointments and perhaps from the discontent arising from present 
conditions which naturally reacts against the Con^^vative adminis- 
trittion. I do not think that Estrada ie working xor^tho Conserva- 
tives because the American consul at Bluefields ^informed me that 
two bf Estrada’s sons wore' arrested and thfeateifed on October 19 
by thi Gonservative pOli^ for circulating' a proclamation issued by 
Moncada. I was reliably informed that the r^ctot temporary admin- 
istfcatiWMdf ^aB\'eonspicuoiisly imtmrtml. ColdnOl 'Oulict 

— ■ J . L ■ ^ ■ 

A-greeixieat between the TTnitedE States and ‘ Mcaragna establlshin|f..tlie 

1927, p. 483. : 

painted.. . ? i ^ 
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■wJio made a trip to the east coast recently believes him to be ^e 
best man for the position by far. I have made cautious inquiry 
among Liberals in Managua and X do not believe that Sandoval would 
start an uprising unless told to do so by Moncada. It is clear that 
under an effective administration trouble among the natives would 
not be so likely to occur as it is under existing conditions. [End 


paraphrase.] 


Munbo 


817.00/ 5122a Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in Nicaragua (Mwiro) 

Washington, No'oerrCber 19^7 — ^ p, m. 

182. Moncada yesterday in New York told Colonel Stimson that 
he woxQd consent to the appointment of Estrada and would telegraph 
his representative accordingly. However he urged very strongly 
that the National Guard be organized in Bluefields as promptly as 
possible in order to take over these local police functions. He re- 
garded thi,q as most important for the safety of the elections. 

Ehllogq 


817.00/5138 : Telegram 

’ The Ghoirge in Nicaragua {Mtmro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, Noverriber 1927 — 10 a, m. 

[Received 1 : 15 p. m.] 

332. Estrada was appointed jefe politico of Bluefields on Novem- 
ber 12th. 

Munko 

cooperation of the united states in rearranging the 

FINANCES Of NICARAGUA 

817.00/4910 

The Nicaragua/n MirMter of Firmice {Chxzrjmn) to the Peraonal Rep- 
resenbative of the PresiStent of the United States {Stimson) 

[Translation] 

, Manasua, May IS, 19^. 

i^;ra!E?siH> Sm: My Government, has deemed it necessary and desir- 
able to. eubmit ,for the consideration of the President of the United 
States ^ ^ueet for Jus good, of^ and aid. in the establisliment of 
a ney ly^am ^ee and just ejpejfcioos on whjch it is hoped will rest 
politi(^st|^^y,^lficwagua,*V. (v., ; y;, 

a re:fcjan alone ^quJd,n 9 t bei^uffi<?ent for the devel- 
opment of an economically soxmd Government It is known tha*. in 

— i:: ‘i' — -r<i. wivj,.- «t<ii ■ !• ■; h-.n. -'li 

]*Le£t at the Departio««6-(^ State l>r May S3t ISW. ' 

” See letter of May 1927, from President Diaz to President Oo^ldcek> a6& 
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modern times political stability rests on economic stability and it is 
in order to obtain this latter that my country is in particular need of 
the friendly assistance of the American Grovernment. 

The losses and destruction of a long civil war have shaken its 
resources and furthermore, even before, the fiscal methods of our 
Government required a revision making them more stable and 
efficient. 

I believe, and the majority of serious and thoughtful citizens share 
this belief, that for these reforms the aid of Americans who have 
acquired the necessary experience in the midst of greater economic 
activity would be of great utility. We have already on another occa- 
sion obtained such aid, maintained for some years in the collection 
of our customs duties and in the formulation of a portion of our 
budget by virtue of a Financial Plan.^^ At this time, it would be very 
useful to extend the system to other fiscal activities of the Govern- 
ment in order that its introduction in our coimtry may enable us to 
train our administrative personnel in the ideas of thrift and prudence. 

As the basic point of such reforms we must make use of our credit 
abroad or rather in the United States for the purpose of procuring a 
loan for works of constructive progress and to revive the country 
from the exhaustion in which the losses of the present war have left 
private activities. We realize that it is not possible to obtain this 
credit without reforming our system and it is very possible that our 
Congress would give the reforms its full approval if they reached it 
in the form of conditions for the credit operation destined to* provide 
the Republic with such means of rehabilitation and progress. 

I have the honor to submit herewith a memorandum which estab- 
lishes our primary heeds and their possible remedies. 

With assurances [etc.] ^ , F. Guzkan 

ChiKdosure — Translation] 

Memorcmd/um Submitted by Nicofraguom (rovemment as to Present 
Evils in Fiscal Methods of Legislation am/d Administration cmd as 
to Suggested Limes pf Reform im, "Which Americam Assistance Is 
Desired 

I 

ParaycMJNArix Sttot on Bbhawp or tboe Pbbsideot or tbob UNim> 

' • i-.'i' ' ‘.States - 


pThis m^mormdmh is not intended to be ej^clusivO but merely sug- 
gpi^ive; nor dbes it atterqpt to go into details. It is assumed that 


agreements and ftnanciai plan of 1917 aaada920. See TJnitea States 
amSi Nicaragua, a Survey of the Relations from 1909 to 19S^ (Washington, Govern- 
ment Plating 1982) 9 pp. 33 £C., 37 ff. ; also Foreign Relations^ 1917, pp. 


of; the text hei^jg, Initials of Minister of Ptggnee 
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the President of the United States may desire to avail himself of 
expert advice in his examination and study of these problems. The 
Nicaraguan Government is entirely willing that he should do so 
and stands ready to pay the reasonable expenses of such examination. 

n 

Evils oe Present Fiscal Administration 

The following are some of the principal evils which axe shown by 
experience to exist in the present fiscal methods of the Nicaraguan 
Government: 

(1) TcKBotion. The collection of internal revenue taxes is defec- 
tive owing to the lack of complete information as to the true capital 
of each taxpayer and also owing to the slight attention which some 
of the ofScials charged therewitib have given to the discharge of their 
duties. 

(2) Imperfect FormvlMion of the Budget. Under the present 
Financial Plan, not only is the total amount of the budget lunited 
but the High Commission was given power to control the expendi- 
ture of a portion of the budget and thus indirectly to control the 
formulation of that portion of the budget. This was done with the 
hope and expectation that this partial control would exercise a 
salutary influence over the remainder of the budget. This hope has 
not been realized. The items of our present budgets in the unsuper- 
vised portions are neither wise, progressive, nor economical. 

(3) Im/perfect Control of Expenditures mder the Budget. There 
is at present no sufficient system of pre-audit by which the expendi- 
ture of government money can be confined to the lawful objects in 
the budget for which it has been appropriated. It has become a 
common evil for the Executive to switch expenditure from the pur- 
pose authorized to another purpose owing to the abnormal circum- 
stances of the present war. 

(4) Imperfect Methods of Acoourttmg cmd Post- Audit. Nica- 

ra^a labors under an antiquated and complicated system of accounts. 
It sorely needs the institution of a modem, simple system with the 
possibility of daily check. At present, owing to fibe absence of 
such system and the power oif check, there are not only great short- 
ages in the collection of ta^ss from the amounts assessed but there 
are also great shortages betwwn the amounte actuary collected and 
^h^ amounts finally deposited , in the Ikeasury. There are also 
great delays under the pre^t’ s:^tem. AH of these evils could be 
reduced by the institution of s-modem system of arocounts with 
rigid post-audit. ' : ^ > 

(5) Power of Congress to IfiAmse Items m the fidget. 
Although imder tiie present Finai^ial 'FlSin the total amoimt oif tbf* 
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budget is limited, Congress has the power to switch and increase ihe 
items thereof and practices this power with results by no means 
favorable. Strong items are eliminated in favor of the increase or 
addition of items not authorized in the original budget. 


SnooEsrsD Beuedies 

(1) The present American control over the collection of customs 
should be extended to the collection of the internal revenue taxes. 
The assessment of the capital tax should be controlled or reviewed 
by a non-partisan Board, composed of one Conservative, one Liberal, 
and an American Chairman. 

(2) The entire budget tiiould be formulated by a Board of Esti- 
mate containing a majority of American members. It is suggested 
that this Board might consist of the Finance Minister, the resident 
American member of the High Commission, and the American Comp- 
troller, hereafter mentioned. This Board should have the power to 
formulate and present to Congress the entire budget, carefully item- 
ized with reference to the objects for which apprbpriations are 
proposed. 

(3) For the purpose of superviting the expenditure' of funds 
authorized under the budget, there should be instituted the system 
employed in many American States and dties of a Comptroller who 
should have the power to examine and check all proposed e^dvdi- 
tures with a view to ascei^ining whether they come properly within 
the authorized items of thb bud^t and the counter-signature of 
whose office would be necessary to such expenditures. This Comp- 
troller should be a p^sdii recommended by the President of the 
United States. The present power of the Executive to switdh items 
in the budget ^ould be foibiddai and subjected to check by the 
Comptroller. 

(4) The Coniptroller should be given the power by law to estab- 
litii a new and modem sydem of accouhts throughout the Govern- 
ment contaihing a modern and effective system of post-audit (or 
rather check) by the Comptroller’s office. 

(5) The President of the Bepublic of Nicaragua shall dili^ntly 
endeavor to obtain from Congress the approval of thehudget formu- 
lated as above indicated. 

IV 

Claims Coijp^fspioiT to. iLJWWsr Claims foe 'tossES Inc?dbbed DuEnra 

^bt order tiiat tibie Invito the recent wnr may be speedily adjusted 

upo»<-&ir<fak( 4 nd;iaqd'‘paitisan basis, the '‘Nicaraguan GW^mmeiit 
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favors the prompt creation of a Claims Commission for that purpose 
consisting of three members, one Liberal, one Conservative, and one 
American, all nominated by the President of the United States and 
appointed by the President of Nicaragua. The American member 
shall be the Chairman of the Commission and his vote shall be 
necessary to every action and resolution thereof. 


Loan Expendituee Commission 

. When the credit of Nicaragua has been restored by the establish- 
ment of peace under a stable and constructive program of electoral 
and fiscal reform, it will undoubtedly be desirable and probably 
necessary to borrow money on the issue of her bonds to be devoted 
to the payment of war claims as well as to long needed economic 
development such as the construction of a transcontinental railway, 
the improvement of her highways, or other enterprises. As to this, 
it. is only necessary to say now that, if that time comes within the 
life of the present administration, it will favor the following limita- 
tions upon its power in the expenditure of the proceeds of such bonds: 

(1) In view of the speedy approach of a free and fair election in 
October 1928, it will favor the postponement of the use of a definite 
proportion of the proceeds of said bonds — certainly not less than 
one-half thereof — ^to be disposed of only after the inauguration of 
the. administration elected at such election of 1928. 

(2) It wiU further favor the creation of a nonpartisan Loan 

Expendi;tRre Commission consisting of one Liberal, one Conservative, 
and one American member, to which Commission shall be entrusted 
the duty of determining the purposes towards which all of the 
proceeds of said bonds shall be devoted. All of the members shall 
be nominated by the. President of the United States and appointed 
by the President of Nicaragua. The American member shall be the 
Chairman of the Coimmission and his vote shall be necessary to every 
action and resolution thereof. Ihe War Claims Commission pro- 
posed under Paragraph \_Seetim\ IV above could, also serve as such 
a Loan Expenditure Commi^ion. , 

TAe. OJuargi in Nicaragua iMum/ro) to tM'S'^^tary of 8t(d6 

i, Manaota, a. ^ 

, .jtBemved 7:87 p. m.} 

252. The economic situation of Nicara^a and the finauni al situa- 
tion cjf thei ^vermhept are- remarkabijg goad jexm^ering thb evafits 
of the part two years. VExoept m the iwlatarjrfy mumfK^^ 
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em depaxtmeaits, and to a less extent in those departments where 
tihie appointment of Idberal jefes poUtioos and the consequent division 
of authority has caused administrative confusion with resulting dis- 
order, conditions are practically normal. Heavy rains have assured 
good crops and the prospects for coffee and sugar are especially 
promising. The customs receipts have been good and the internal 
revenues fair despite the decline in the receipts from the Liberal 
departments. The million dollar loan from the New York bankers 
is being reduced with astonishing rapidity and will probably be paid 
off by July 1st, 1928.** The Government is seriously inconvenienced 
financially by the fact that so large a part of its income goes to amor- 
tize this loan but it nevertheless has enough money for current ex- 
penses and even to continue the paving of Managua and the road 
work. HUl “ informs me that he believes that the expenses of the 
constabulary and of the elections can probably be met out of ordinary 
revenues although the money now in sight will not permit so rapid 
an expansion of the constabulary as the Marine officers consider 
desirable. 

Under the circumstances there is no real necessily for a loan in the 
near future except to pay the war claims which may amount to from 
four to five million dollars after adjudication. The tiooe limit for 
the submission of these claims expires December 31st and it will not 
be possible until then to estimate their amount with any accuracy.; 
Prompt pajment of these claims would undoubtedly have a good 
economic and probably a good political effect but a loan for this 
purpose is not so urgently necessary > as it would be if the general 
economic situation vteie 1^ satisfaletory. 

There is littler apparent interest in the loan question here at the 
present time. The (Sovemment has no plans of its own and is await- 
ing ihformation<reg!arding the intentions of the bankers and the De- 
partment, - Iheiie is little-discussion of the matter in the press. 

While I do not feelrqUalified as yet to express an opinion as to the 
probable political reaction here to any loan proposal, I thifik that it 
would be advisable to , proceed very slowly in approving or recoin- 
mending any new finandhg. ■ 

At least tvsro factions of the Liberal Party would probably carry on 
propaganda against such finanemg both in Nicaragua and in the 
United States. 


It seems aditisabte toraeihd the above by telegraph because tine next 
mail will not reach'the Department for- aflbout a 'month. . It would be 


■ ' v ^ ■ ... ? 'll y ’ ’i':. , . ■■ ^ » 

Agreement between tbeB-fepublic of Nicara^^. apd tb^ Onaranty Tmst Opm- 
pany of New York and J. & W. Seligman & Mar. 21, 19271 See ^poet, 

pp.^15^ 

••Roscoe B. HiH, American member of tbe Higb Commieelon of Nicaragna. 
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very helpful if the Department would inform me by telegraph of any 
important developments in connection with any proposed new Nica- 
raguan financing. 

Munro 

817.51/1833 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Charge in Nicaragua {Munro) 

Washington, Seftcmber 1927 — 2 p. m. 

148. Your 252, September 22, 9 a. m. No new proposals for Nica- 
raguan financing have been brought to the Department’s attention 
since you were in Washington. You will be kept informed by tele- 
graph of any important developments. 

Cakr 

817J51/1887 : Tdegriun 

The Charge im> Nicaragua (Munro) to the Secretary of State 

Maitaotta, October ^ 19^ — 8 p. m, 

[Eeceived October 5 — : 59 p. m.] 

262. My 252, September 22, 9 a. m. After visitiiig Leon and talkbig 
■with people there I am of the opinion that a loan sufficiently large to 
permit at least the payment of claims would be generally approved by 
the Liberal Party. The Liberal departments suffered more than any 
other district from the effects of the war and the economic situation 
there, whidi is still bad, would be greatly improved by a partial com- 
pensation for war losses. Moncada and other Liberal leaders favor a 
loan for this purpose. Apparently they are not inclined to approve a 
larger loan for other purposes although they might do so if. there were 
a sufficiently strict control over the expenditure of the proceeds. A few 
Nicaraguan propagandists in the United States and Salvador will at- 
tack any loan but they do not represent-any large or responsible ele- 
ment in Nicaragua itself. 

It will be difficult, except in connection with a loan contraot, to 
persuade the Nicaraguan Government to ioilow up the control of the 
internal revenues as the President is very reluctant to do so without 
gedning something tangible in exchange. I {mi ^till discussing the 
internal revenue matter with him. 

t:33ae President informed me in ^iSct couMence that banisMs had 

advised hiin by cable that tl^y. Would suboS alloan project for his 



Mptoto 
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817.51/1838 ; Xelegram 

The Gharffe m Nica/ragua {Mtmro) to the Seeretcarg of State 

ManagitaC, vffidate(^\. 

[Eeceived October 7, 1927 — 6:06 p. m.] 

267. Legation’s 262, October 4, 8 p. m. Minister of Finance called 
this morning to urge the desirability of establishing at the present time 
a definite system of control which would assure the future financial 
stability of the Bepublic. He said that both parties would accept 
such control now to get money for the payment of the war claims, espe- 
cially as neither knew who would control the next administration. He 
stUl advocates the adoption of the system outlined in his letter of May 
18th to Mr. Stimson but he thinks that such a system could only 
approved by Congress if it were part of a loan contract. 

After careful investigation I have reached the conclusion that tiiere 
is nothing in the local political situation which makes it inadvisable 
to proceed at once with a loan for the payment of claims and for such 
other purposes as the Government and tke. chosen representatives of 
the Liberal Party may approve. I have thus far discussed financial 
questions only in a very general way with the Liberals, however, and 
I cannot ascertain their position definitely imtH I know the general 
outlines of the plan which will be presented. It will be helpful when 
the time com^ if the Department can telegraph an outline of any plan 
under consideration in order that I may discuss it confidentially with 
leaders on both sides to ascertain whether any of its features are un- 
acceptable. 

In my opinion it would be advisable to present definite and compre- 
hensive financial proposals in time for consideration by Congress next 
December. 

While I understand that the bankers have contemplated paying only 
a small amount of the claims in cash I believe that it would be far 
better from the Nicaraguan point of view to pay them entirely in cash 
rather than partly in internal bonds which would cost the Government 
as much as a foreign loan but which would be far less valuable to the 
recipients. I do not believe that a loan providing only a small amount 
of cadi for claims would be well received by either party or that it 
would materially help the economic situation. 

The loan might also weU iiidude funds to start the Atlantic Rail- 
way and a small amount for roads, especially for a road from Leon 
to the §egovias which would have both military and political advan- 
tages. General McCoy was mudi interested in this latter project 
ffltd I sug^st that he Iw cohdilted regarding it. I think however that 

” tt. WpCby, <3ialriiuin ol the commis^oh to supervise the Nicaraguan 

el'epttotis of 19®^ Stee tele^am No., 467, Sept 2, 1927, from the Minister in 
N^rhgiia,p. S6(l . ; ; , 
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it 'woTild be well to discuss the matter with the Liberal Party before 
finally adopting any plan for a loan for other purposes than the pay- 
ment of daims. 

WMle the loan should be dependent on the adoption of a plan for 
fi-na.Tima.1 control I think that the latter would be better received if it 
came from the Department rather than from the bankers. The De- 
partment could properly suggest a revision of the financial plan which 
would be attadied to the loan contract like former financial plans 
but which would include not only those provisions considered necessary 
by the bankers to safeguard the loan but also such provisions as the 
liepartment and the Nicaraguan Government might consider desirable 
for the future financial stability of the Eepublic. The plan should 
in my opinion include the reforms outlined in Guzman’s letter of May 
15 a^ve mentioned as well as a definite provision for the support of 
the guaiedia naoional, an increase if possible in the amount of $115,000 
how allotted monthly for the budget, and perhaps in the amount al- 
lotted to the High Commission and definite regulations covering the 
appropriation and expenditure of the surplus. I do not believe that 
any foreign control more stringent than that proposed in Guzman’s 
letter would be necessary or justifiable in Nicaragua. 

Guzman’s plan apparently contemplates three' principal American 
officials: a collector of revenues, a comptroller, and a high commis- 
sioner. There seems to be no reason why the two latter should not be 
combined. The collector of revenues and the comptroller, with the 
Minister of Finance, could then form the budget commission. 

Mtrmco 


S17.«l A84Sa : lelegr^ 

The Secretary of State to the Charge m Nicaragua {Mwnro) 

[Paraplirase] 

Washington, October SSS, 19^—5 p. m. 

167. It m'Ctunberland’s“^ plan to resign and undertake financial 
^^ork in iTfew Tork, l^vihg Haiti by December 15. He has informed 
t|L5’T)epartmWt that he could make a financial survey of Nicaragua 
i& me ‘irtferihi betv^een lekving Haiti and begii^ihg work in New 
Ypr^ It is estimated that tfik time tequired fdi: tfiis work is about 
th^ rnmithA Both McCo^ and Dofids *V believe this advisable. 
D^jpa^metct desires your VieVs. Okble. ’ “ 




K&uom 


Dr. W. *w^. m Mn ^ 

H, PP. 605 IE. ; also iMd.. li^- mi rr 



liaent to ^ 

BelatUma, 19^ vol. 
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817.61/1846 : Telegram 

The Charge in Nicarag'ua {Mvnro) to the Secreta/ry of State 

[Farapbrase] 

Managua, October M, 19^ — 10 a. m. 

[Eeceived 4:01 p. m.] 

294. Department’s telegram dated October 22, 5 p. m. In my 
opinion a financial survey of Nicaragua would be very useful. It 
would be adidsable to secure the approval of both parties in advance 
and to emphasize the fact that the object of the financial survey is to 
outline a constructive program which would meet the approval of 
both parties and be carried out for the most part by the incoming 
administration. The survey should be undertaken with dispatch in 
order that the results thereof may have the approval of Congress 
before the Presidential campaign is too far advanced. Also, it would 
be desirable, if preferred, to proceed with a loan in order to render 
possible at least a partial payment of claims and the setting up of 
American control over internal revenue, if a plan could be devised 
in which the findings of the survey would be the basis for subsequent 
issues. 

Munro 


817.61/1846 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Charge im. Nicaragua {Mumro) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, October US, 1927 — 6 p. m. 

167. Legation’s telegram number 294 dated October 26, 10 a. m. 
The Department believes that Cumberland’s survey should precede and 
not follow a loan. In the first paragraph of the memorandum attached 
to Guzman’s letter to Stimson of May 15 it is assumed that the Govern- 
ment of the United States would want to make use of expert advice 
in studying and examining the different Nicaraguan problems before 
reachi^ a decision. To carry out this idea Cumberland would be 
sent to Nicaragua to undertake a financial survey so that the Depart- 
ment would be in a position to know the financial requirements of 
Nicaragua. The Department is of your opinion that it would be ad- 
visable to secure the approval of both parties in advance and it desires 
you to take the matter up with them in this sense as quickly as possible. 
Cable reply because Department must send early answer to Cumber- 
lanfi. Moncada favors the survey and will cable the Liberal Party 
to that effect. 

Moncada suggests that the entire internal revenues be placed in tl» 
hands of Ameancan collectors. It is immaterial to him whether it 
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is placed in the hands of the Collector General of Customs or whether 
a new organization is formed. He suggests that the former could be 
accomplished quicker and without any new agreements, and is in 
favor of doing so without associating it with the loan. He desires 
very much that Americans take over the collection and administra- 
tion of the internal revenues as soon as possible. He fears that other- 
wise a fair election will be rendered much more difficult. Accord- 
ingly, you may discuss the subject with President Diaz and inquire 
whether he is still disposed to have Ham^® take over immediately 
the collection and administration of the internal revenues and to 
have a financial survey undertaken by an espert like Cumberland 
to determine Nicaragua’s future financial program. 

0ms 


817.61/1848 : Telegram 

The Ohourgi m Nicaragua {Munro) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Managua, Octoter SI, 19B7 — 6 j>. m. 

'[Received November 1 — 1 : 35 a. m.] 
307. Department’s telegram number 167, October 28, 5 p. m. 

As reported in Legation’s telegram of October 11, 10 a. m.,*® Presi- 
dent Diaz after having fully discussed the matter with me was very 
unwilling to ask Ham to assume control of the internal revenues ex- 
cept in connection with a loan. Unless I am instructed to insist firmly 
that he must take the action suggested regardless of his objections, I 
fear that it will be useless to take up the matter with him again. I 
think he would give his assent, but he would avoid responsibility by 
advertising the fact that he was acting under protest b^use of com- 
pulsion by tiie United States. . I think that the advantages to be derived 
from obtaining a control of the internal revenues now over a few 
months later would not be sufficient to justify the creation of a situa- 
tion of this kind, because the Department will require the loyal coop- 
eration of the President in meeting the difficulties which will probably 
be created by the Conservative majority in the approaching steSsion of 
Congress. In view of this I have hesitated to tal» further action in 
the matter without the assurance that the Department realizes the 
situation here and without definite instructions as to how far the 
Department desires me to go. 

Oh October 13, 1 mailed the Department a full report.®* 

Muneo 


■ “ Clifford U, -Ham, Collector General of Customs of Nlcaracaa. 
“Not printed. . 
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817.61/1840 : Telegram 

The CJuirge in Nicaragua (Mimt'o) to the Seoretoery of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Managua, November 1, 1927 — noon. 

[Beceived 4 : 24 p. m.] 

811. Depaxtment’s 167, October 28, 5 p. m. The proposal to send 
Cumberland to make a financial survey meets with the hearty ap- 
proval of both President Diaz and the representatives of the Liberal 
Party. Will the Department or the Government of Nicaragua bear 
the expenses? 

Mtjnbo 


817.61/1849 : Tdegram 

The Seoretasry of State to the OhargS m. Nicoeragwi {Mv/nro) 


Washington, November 2, 1927 — 6 p. m. 
178. Your 311, November 1, noon. Department will bear expenses 
of Cumberland’s visit to Nicaragua. 


Ehudogg 


817.61/1860a; Telegram 

The Secrete^ of State to the Charge in Nicaragua (Mvnro) 

Washington, November 6, 1927 — 1 p. m. 

181. The bankers called at Department yesterday. They decline 
to give up their half of the surplus revenues but are now studying 
the matter of granting an open credit to Nicaragua for $160,000 
on January first and up to $226,000 on July first if a loan has not 
been concluded by that time, $300,000 of this to be used for con- 
stabulary and $75,000 for electoral expenses if needed. Bankers 
think tlfis advance could be secured by second lien on same revenues 
hypothecated for million dollar loan and thus not tie up any new 
source of revenue. When the loan is issued it will take up these 
credits as well as the million dollar loan. 

Bxxxogg 


8X7.61/1860 : Telegram 

The Ghargi in Nicaragua {Mvnro) to the Secretary of Staie 

Managua, Novernber 6, 1927—3 p. m. 

[Eeceived 11 p, m.] 

320. I snggei^ that I be authorized to issue a statement explaining 
the purposes of Cumberland’s survey aS soon as it is definitely decided 
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» OoTenunent to investigate the country’s resources and 
L j> 3 pdec that the Department and the Nicaraguan Gov- 
ht have the benefit of his recommendations regarding the 
sof a loan and the new public works and other purposes 
^’^^pceteds should be used. I think that it would be well 
H# say that any comprehensive financial program which 
^pted" would necessarily under present conditions have to 
by both political parties and that the Department ap- 
w^wssj^^feJuggestion already made by the Nicaraguan Government 
■||^rtlK>oeeds of any loan should be spent imder bipartisan con- 
^J^ve already talked along these lines with many members 
‘ '^toies but I think that a public statement would have a good 
biographical data about Cumberland would also be of 

case of other matters discussed by the Department with 


Mon^a, the Liberal newspapers announced Cumberland s visit 
miC^^‘l|efe>re I had an opportunity to speak to the President about it. 
^ine'jmper stated that Moncada had arranged that the survey be 
made. 

Mitnuo 






817,51/1851 ; Telegram 

The Secreta/ry. of State to the Cha/rge m Nicaragua (Mmiro) 

Washington, Nomipher 10^ 19^ — 6 f. m. 
185. Your 307, October 31, 5 p. m. and despatch 504, Octol^r 13.®^ 
Department approves your action and hopes to be able to give further 
instructions shortly upon receiving study mentioned Department’s 
181, Ifovember 6, 1 p. m. 

Ejexixjgg 


817.61/1860 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge m Nicaragua (Mumro) 

Washington, November 7^5 7^^ — ^ P- 
193. Your 320, November 5, 3 p. m. You are authorized to issue 
the following statement : 

‘‘Dr. Cumberland has been designated by the Department of State, 
at the suggestion of the Nicaraguan Government and with the ap- 
proval of toth parties in Nicaragua, to make a financial and eco- 
nomic survey of Nicaragua and to investi^te the country’s re- 
sources and requirements in order that the Nicaraguan Government 
and the Department of State may have the benefit of his recommen- 
dations regarding the advisability of a loan to provide additional 

Latter not }^nted. 
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revenues for the payment of claims arising out of the recent revolu- 
tion, for establishing and maintaining an efScient National Guard to 
preserve order in the country, for the expenses of holding presidential 
elections next year and for the construction of the long contemplated 
and apparently much-needed railway between the capital and the 
Atlantic Coast and for other public works. Dr. Cumberland, who 
has had wide experience in such matters, will endeavor to ascertain 
how much money is really needed, how large a loan could and should 
be contracted for, how me national revenues can best be increased 
with the least strain and disarrangement of business and commerce, 
what recommendations can be made for an adequate accounting sys- 
tem and for expending the revenues with a minimum of waste. 

It is well understood that any comprehensive financial program 
which might be adopted under present conditions would of course 
have to be approved by both political parties in Nicaragua, and the 
Nicaraguan Government has already suggested that the proceeds of 
any loani contracted in the near future should be spent under bi- 
partisan control. 

Dr. Cumberland’s salary and expenses are being paid by the De- 
partment of State. 

Dr. Cumberland was employed by the Peruvian Government in 
1921 and introduced notable reforms in the customs administration 
of that country. In 1923 he was ^pointed Financial Adviser and 
Customs Receiver for the Haitian Government and has remained in 
that office, where he has been signally successfuh until last month 
when he resigned to enter private business. The Department is glad 
tliat it has succeeded in persuading him to undertoe this work in 
Nicaragua before entering upon his new occupation, and feels that 
the people of Nicaragua are to be congratulated on being able to 
obtain his services.” 

Kellogo 


817.61/1869 

Th6 Secretary of State to Doctor W. W. Cwnbe'S/Wnd 

Washington, November £9, 19^. 

Sm : The Department has been much gratified at your acceptance 
of its proposal that you undertake to make a financial and economic 
survey of Nicaragua between the time that your resignation as 
Financial Adviser-General Receiver in Haiti becomes effective and 
the time when you enter upon your new occupation. It is understood 
that you will sail from Haiti about December 4 en route to Nica- 
ragua; that you will remain in that country for such time as may 
be necessary to carry out the work which you are undertaking; 
that you will be reimbursed by the Department of State at the same 
rate of compensation that you are now receiving in Haiti plus the 
expenses of the trip ; and that you are authorized to employ a secre- 
tary at a suitable salary, his salary and expenses for the trip to be 
paid by the Department of j^tate. 
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The Department of State and the Nicaraguan Government desire 
you to make a thorough investigation of the resources and require- 
ments of Nicaragua in order to have the benefit of your recommen- 
dations regarding the advisability of a loan for some or all of the 
follo’wdng purposes: 

For the expenses of holding presidential elections next year; 

For the establishment of an efficient National Guard to preserve 
order in the Republic; 

For the survey of a railway between the capital and the Atlantic 
coast, provided in your opinion such a railway is necessary and 
desirable; 

For die payment of claims against the Nicaraguan Government 
arising out of the recent revolution; 

For public works other than the aforementioned proposed railway; 
and 

For the refunding of bonds now outstanding, or for other pur- 
poses. 

It is desired that you ascertain as nearly as practicable how much 
money would be needed by the Nicaraguan Government for each of 
the above purposes ; and the extent to which, if at all, funds for each 
of those purposes could be provided out of current revenues likely 
to be received by the Nicaraguan Government, In case you conclude 
that the Nicaraguan Government diould contract a loan, you should 
recommend the size of the loan that could and should be made. 
You should also recommend whether any increase in the national 
revenues of Nicaragua would be desirable in connection with such 
a loan, and if so, how much increase might be effected with the least 
disarrangement to economic activity. Your views are also desired 
as to the security which should be assigned to a loan, if you conclude 
that a loan wiU be advisable, and as to the manner in which expendi- 
ture of the proceeds of a loan, if made, might best be handled to 
ensure their effective application to the purposes agreed upon. 

Furthermore, your recommendation will be welcomed in regard 
to other related aspecfe of the financial problems of Nicaragua, in- 
cluding fiscal administration, accounting and internal revenues. 

It is understood by the Department of State and by the Nicaraguan 
Government that any comprehensive financial program which mi^t 
be adopted under presmi "oonditibns would of course have to be ap- 
proved by both political p^rtiee in Nicaragua, and the Nicaraguan 
Government has already suggest that the proceeds of any loan 
contracted in the near future shotfid be ^»ent under bi-partisan control. ’ 

You will understand that the need of th© Nicaraguan Ge-'^m^hment 
for addition^ revenues is repre^nted to the Ifepartment as >»Atng 
somewhat urgent and it is therefore desired that you make the sorroy 
indicated above and submit your report and rec orntnenda^o ns to fb** 
Department of State at as early a date as is possible, consistent with a 
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thorough and careful fulfillment of this task. Tou may count upon 
the assistance of the American representative in Managua, the Amer- 
ican member of the High Commission, and the Collector General of 
Customs in Nicaragua for such aid and assistance as you may require 
and for such information and statistics as you may desire in the course 
of your labors. 

There is enclosed a copy of the report of the High Commission for 
the year 1926.“ 

I am [etc.] Feakk B. Keixogo 

ATTITUDE OP THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WITH RESPECT TO LOANS 
BY AMERICAN BANKERS TO THE GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA 

817.61/1722 : Tdegram 

The Mvrmt&r in Nioavagiui (EherJiardt) to th& Secreia/iry of State 

Managtia, JemMo/ry 6 , 1927 — 9 p . m . 

[Eeceived J anuary 7 — 1 : B5 p. m.] | 

9. Nicaraguan Congress is now considering law for bond issue to 
cover claims of present and recent revolutions as claims to be passed 
upon by Mixed Claims Commission consisting of one Liberal, one 
Conservative and the American High Commissioner Hill. To fur- 
nish additional funds for the service of the new bonds the proposed 
law provides a second customs surcharge of twelve and one-half per- 
cent and a coffee export tax. Under article IV, section 2, of the Finan- 
cial Plan,“ these revenue increases must be approved by the High 
Commission consisting of Hill, Helton IJ&rdcsf).^ and the Mir^iptAr of 
Finance and the bankers Brown Brothers and Company and J. and 
W. Seligman and Company. 

^ HUl and Ham “ believe that the increases should not be approved 
unless the entire proceeds are earmarked for the new bonds. Eeasons : 
bonds unsecured by earmarked revenues would not have hi gh market 
value; Government might not meet service regularly owing to extraor- 
dinary needs. 

President Diaz and bank manager Eosenthal believe new increases 
^ould be turned into general revenues and left free for pledging a 
new loan if needed. They think the proposed bond loan would be 
amply secured by the general surplus, which they point out, judging 
from the receipts of the past 7 years, may be expected to be adequate 

“Not printed. 

“For the loan agreements and financial plan of 1920, see The Vnited Statee 
(mA'Niqeuragm, a Survey of the Relations from 1909 to 19SZ (Washln^on: Gov- 
enanent j^lnttog Office^ 1%2), 87 ft. For theloan agreements and flnaiy ^A } 

PP- 33 It., and Poreign BelaUons, 1917, pp. 1188-1141. 

- ^ JeraMIaa Tews, tTn^iire for the High OommisSiofi of Nicaragua. 

; . disced .-D,;Ham> OoUeotor General of Oustoms of Niearasma. 
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to take care of a three to four million dollars bond issue in addition 
to certain existing fixed charges against the surplus as for the National 
Gfuard, paving, sanitation, etc. ■ They believe that the borrowing 
power of the Government should not be weakened by assigning too 
large revenues for the proposed loan and leaving no special revenues 
free [for] a future loan. They argue that while the recipients of the 
bonds might desire to have the bonds over secured as recommended by 
TTillj the best interests of the Government should be considered first. 
The new bonds are not to be sold to obtain funds for productive pur- 
poses but are to be given in settlement of claims many of which will 
be excessive. However just claims may be, they can only be satisfied 
within the limits of the financial possibilities of the country and to 
sacrifice its best interests merely to make the bonds attractive for 
claimants would seem unnecessary and unwise. Rosenthal states that 
the bankers interested in the financial plan concur in these views and 
that Diaz has been so advised. If Jenks agrees with the bankers he 
and the Minister of Finance can out vote Hill. 

It would appear to me that claimants receiving the new bonds would 
be amply secured if given a first lien on the surplus subject to the pres- 
ent prior emergency lien thereon of the customs bonds of 1918 which 
has never been invoked as the specially ear-marked revenues for that 
issue have always produced more than necessary allowing so far an 
average yearly amortization more than twice the required m inimum. 
The approved claims will probably amount to some three million 
dollars, therefore to treat claimants as generously as the guaranteed 
customs bondholders of 1918 will necessitate such hypothecation of 
revenues as will make Govermnent borrowing in the near future 
for constructive purposes for Atlantic Railway, et cetera almost 
imposable. 

I have been consulted by members of the Govermnent who wish to 
follow the Department’s indications and by the Americans interested 
here Mid have stated that I would submit the question to the De- 
partment and request instructions. 

Eberharot 


817.M/1722 ; Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Miamter m Nicaragua {Eherhcrdt) 

[Fiu^aplirase] 

IS. Legation’^ telegram number 9, dated January 6, 9 p. m- It is 
the feeling of the Department that the present is not the opportune 
time for President Dia?:to commence negotiations to float a new bwid 
issue or to transect oth«r financial matters with American interests. 



NICARAGUA 


423 


The restoration of peace is the first essential, and the consideration of 
the financial needs of Nicaragua should wait upon this. The Depart- 
ment perceives no objection to the Mixed Claims Commission. 

Kxllooo 


817.51/172T : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eierhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, February 9, 19B7 — 9 y. m. 

[Eeceived February 10 — 12:40 a. m.] 
38. Eene Keilhauer of Hebard Company “ who arrived today has 
consulted me about a loan not to exceed $300,000 which he contemplates 
offering the Government, half of the proceeds or at least $100,000 to 
be used to continue street pavement by his [company?]. Loan to be 
secured by Nicaraguan Government increases reported in my telegram 
of January 31, 4 p. m.®* Please advise whether the Department sees 
any objection to this loan. 

Ebeehaioit 


817.«1/1730 

Memorandum by the CJdef of the Division of Latin American 
Affairs {Morgan) 

Washington, February 11^ 19^f7. 

As there will presumably be no bond issue floated in this country 
it would appear to be unnecessary for the Department to make a 
formal statement of no objection with regard to this loan. The De- 
partment said when President Diaz expressed the desire to borrow 
money in New York that this did not seem to be a propitious time for 
the Nicaraguan Government to attempt any new financing and the 
reestablishment of peace appeared to be the first essential for Nica- 
ragua. However, the Diaz Government appears to be very hard 
pressed for funds and the Minister has been complaining to me almost 
every day about the situation. According to him the chief reason 
why the revolution is progressing so successfully is that Diaz has no 
money to pay his troops. The Minister has asked whether the United 
States Government would not advance money to Diaz and I have of 
course told him that that was quite impossible. It did not occur to 
me that any private interest would be willing to advance money to 
Diaz at this time but if Hebard and Ceanpany arel willing to do it with- 
out asking any special guarantee from the State Department or any 
more protection than is usually accorded 'to a company making a loan 
to recognized government I thinly: it would be an excellent thing 

.j.,.;, i, ' ■/ ' ‘ .w - • 

; W. Hebaxd and Oompany, engineers and <»ntractors, of New Tort!, N. 7. 

** Aafej p. sod. 
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and miglit materially assist the Department in carrying out its Nica- 
raguan policy. Apparently of the $300,000. advanced $100,000. will 
be used for street paving, a most worthy object, and $200,000. for 
combating the revolution, also under the circumstances a very worthy 
object. 

Moboan 


817.51/1728 : Telegram 

The Mimster m Nicaragua {Elberha/rdt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, February iJf, 19^7 — 11 a, m, 
[Received 1 : 25 p. m.] 

41. Legation’s 38, February 9, 9 p. m. Keilhauer is now deposed 
Xdis'poaeif^ to grant request of Nicaragua for loan of $600,000 at 8 
percent with security as already stated a;nd an option of one year on 
purchase of 51 percent or more or [o/?] stock in the national railroad 
of Nicaragua for American company. Cable urgently if this agreeable 
to Department. 

Ebebhabdt 


81T.S1/1T2T : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua {EherJuirdt) 

[Paraphrase) 

Washington, February 11, 1927 — 6 p. m. 
39. In reply to Legation’s telegram number 38, February 9, 9 p. m., 
the Department is not disposed to offer any objection to this loan. 

EjeinoGG 


817.61/1728 ; Telegram 

TTie Secretary of State to the Mivdst^ in Nioaragua {Eherhardt') 

Washington, Febnmy 12, 1927—6 p. m. 
40. Tour 41, February 11, 11 a. m. The Department is not disposed 
to offer any objection to this loan. 

EjUiOao 


817.81/1733 

by the Chief of the DimsUm of Latm Amerioan Affain 
ijMprgm) of a Conroersation With Mr. B. W. Eebard of B. W. 
Sefiord and, Company of Nem York, February 1,5 , 1927 

ifet. fllebard, after asking about the Nicaraguan situation, aiid that 
he had been approached by the Government of Adolfo Diaz for a 
loan of $600,000. He described the urgent need of the Diaz Ghov^m- 
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meiit for money and said that he would like to help them out in, 
any way possible but frankly he did not know where he could raise 
the money in New York. In any case he knew that the first question 
asked by his associates would be the attitude of the Department of 
State and this was what he desired to know. 

In reply Mr. Morgan told Mr. Hebard that the Department was 
not disposed to offer any objection to such a loan as the Department 
realized that the Diaz Government needed money to maintain order 
in the country. As Mr. Hebard knew, the Diaz Government had 
been recognized and the United States was according it moral sup- 
port, therefore the United States would not view with disfavor a loan 
to the Diaz Government at this time but Mr. Hebard must distinctly 
understand that this was not to be interpreted in any way as a guar- 
antee of the loan by the State Department nor must he consider that 
the State Department was suggesting or reco mm ending that the Diaz 
Government be aided financially. Mr. Hebard said that he thor- 
oughly understood that the State Department was simply making 
the usual statement that it made when a loan was contemplated to a 
recognized constitutional government, that the State Department had 
no objection to offer. Mr. Morgan said that was correct. Mr. Morgan 
said that he understood that tins loan did not contemplate any bond 
i^ue in the United States, that it was simply an advance of money 
by private interests to the Diaz Govenunent for a short term and 
bearing a fair interest. Mr. Hebard said yes, the loan would be $600,- 
000. for two years with interest at eight per cent, there might be 
some initial discount, that this would depend upon the people who 
were prepared to put up the money, he could not say but in any case 
he would see that the Diaz Government got fair terms. $100,{^. of 
the money was to be used for paving and the rest for current ex- 
penses. Mr. Morgan said that he had heard that the loan also car- 
ried some provision for an option on the purchase of the railroad. 
Mr. Hebard said that was incorrect, that the negotiations for an 
option on the railroad were entirely separate and were to be carried 
on in the interests of Mr. Minor C. Keith. The loan transaction was 
a personal matter between Mx. Hebard and the Diaz Government. 

Morgan 


817.51/1732 : Telegrw 

T'he Mimater i/n Nicaragua {ET>erh(vrdt) to the Secretary, of Staie 

Managua, February 21, 19£7-^ p. m. 

[Received 6 : 11 p. m.] 

’ 50. Lection’s 41, of February 11, 11 a. m. American backers of 
Keilhauer have apparently refused his proposition and he now pro- 
poses to arrange a personal loan on the condition, among others, that 
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Diaz sell him 51 percent of the stock of the National Bank of Nica- 
ragua for the $300,000 which it cost the Government some two years 
ago. Badly as Diaz needs funds and anxious as he is to sell the bank 
to any strong reputable American banking group he has refused to 
consider this offer which might place the $2,500,000 reserve in control 
of parties of unproven stability. Diaz still hopes to make an immedi- 
ate temporary loan and later larger ones with the New York bankers 
now managing this bank regarding which the bankers will likely be 
approaching the Department. 

Ebebhabut 

817.51/1732 : Telegram 

The Aotmg Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua 

(Fberha/rdt) 

Was3hinciton, February SIS, 19^7 — 6 p. m. 

45. Your 60, February 20 [£1], 2 p. m. 

(1) Department in principle has no objection to suitable arrange- 
ments for providing money to the Diaz Government. While urgent 
need of funds is recognized, Department would not nevertheless view 
with favor certain types of arrangements that might conceivably be 
proposed. For example, the Depaitoient considers that the present 
is not an opportune time for the Nicaraguan Government to sell the 
bank or railway. In principle, however, it might be possible to devise 
some means whereby these might be pledged as security for temporary 
loan, but without commitment as to ultimate disposition thereof by 
the Government. 

(2) You will appreciate that while Department has raised no ob- 
jection to original Keilhauer proposal Department has not been con- 
sulted regarding latest proposal outlined in your No. 60, February 20 

2 p. m. concerning which Department’s views in the light of pres- 
ent information are as stated above. 

(3) In view of competition between Keilhauer and other interests 
for whom Rosenthal speaks, Legation will of course be impartial and 
will infoim aR interested parties including the President that before 
fin^ a^^ngements are concluded Department must be fully informed 
of parinoulars thereof, pending which time there is no commitment 
other than in principle. 

(4) Cable immediately amoimt of receipts from customs and other 
sourees'.^^ January first and also after consulting Ham and Hill 
indic»<^,.prob»Me yield during nea^ two ta; three montlm. Depart- 

^glad;to have available data as to actual and prospec- 
^^^;.^^^|ndj^us^s dwing,t|beiCorp^mnding periods, also eetamate of 
urg^t-pWiptmbS and rmnimum credit needs. 

‘ i' -V 
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81 r.6l/l78S : Telegram 

fhs Minister in Nioarag'm {EherJusrdt) to the Secretary of State 

Managtta, February 1927 — 9 p. m. 

[Received February 25 — 11 : 20 a. m.] 

64. Department’s telegram 45, February 23, 5 p. m. Keilhauer 
proposition apparently definitely refused. Rosenthal group only one 
now known to be directly interested and it is hoped that they or any 
other reputable bankers may be induced to make an immediate loan 
to Diaz government. He understands that bank and railroad should 
not be sold now ; that they may however be pledged as security but 
before any final arrangement is concluded the Department must have 
full particulars. 

The following figures of receipts and expenditures have been re- 
ceived from the customs bank and High Commission. Receipts for 
January and February: Customs, $260,000; internal revenue, 130,000; 
war loans, 131,000; surplus revenues, 215,000. All these receipts have 
been spent except some 50,000 accruing to surplus revenues. Esti- 
mated receipts for the March, April, May: Customs, 340,000; inter- 
nal revenue, 225,000 ; from the recent increases in taxes, 100,000. 

Expenditures accrued for troops, 150,000; loan from Keilhauer, 
50,000; loan from Commercial Bank, 35,000; provisions from local 
merchants, 60,000. Estimated expenditures for the March, April, 
May: budget, 425,000 plus 10,000 daily for the Army so long as it 
must be maintained. Assuming that the Army may be disbanded in a 
month and that war claims may be paid by bond issue some 400,000 
to 500,000 are estimated as necessary for urgent obligations and credit 
needs. Excess customs deposits and internal revenue will of course 
not be available till July first. 

Ebebhardt 


817.51/1744 

Memorandum by the Economic Adviser {Young) of a Oor/oersation 
Between Himself, the, OJdef of the Dividon of Latin American 
Affairs {Morgan), and Mr. TiXlmghast of the Guaranty Trust 
Oomfany of New York, Fd>ruary 28, 1927 

Reference was made to telegrams and letters from Mr. Tillinghast 
and Mr. Loree, dated February 23 to 26,*” concerning the proposal 
of a loan to Nicaragua and the possibility of inflation of the currency. 
Mr. Tillinghast referred to the urgent need of the Nicaraguan 

** None printed. 
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Government for funds in order to maintain its position and suppress 
the revolution. He doubted -whether these funds could be procured 
by an ordinary loan transaction ; it -was doubtful -whether the pledge 
of the shares of the National Bank and the railway by way of 
security would appeal to American bankers. So far as Mr. Tilling- 
hast could see, the only recourse would be to an inflation of the 
currency. Mr. Tillinghast was of the opinion that probably an infla- 
tion of not more than 1,000,000 cordovas could be effected without 
serious consequences. Although he was very reluctant to consider 
inflation, he nevertheless bdieved that it might be justified as a last 
resort. 

Mr. Morgan and Mr. Toung indicated that, while tiie Department 
in principle would be disposed to raise no, objection to a loan to the 
Nicaraguan Government for proper purposes and on proper condi- 
tions, the Department could not state that it would raise no objection 
to a policy of inflation. It was pointed out that the probability is 
that inflation, once begun, would lead to a serious loss of confidence 
-within Nicaragua; that there would be a rutii to convert local cur- 
rency into foreign exchange; and that it was practically certain 
that the result would be depreciation of the currency, a rise in the 
rate of exchange, and depletion of the reserve fund unless the sale 
of drafts thereon should be stopped. 

While Mr. Morgan and Mr. Toung indicated that the Depart- 
ment would in principle be favorably disposed toward a proper loan, 
they made no statement that could be interpreted as a request thni-, 
money should be' advanced to Nicaragua. 

A[aiHUB] N. y[ouNo3 


817.61/1739: Telegram 

fhe Mmister m Nicaragua {EherTiardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, March S, 19^— Q a. m. 

[Received 11 : 85 a, m.] 

66. Diaz government, deqierately in need of funds, will today walra 
still pother effort to secure loan for which Diaz offer bankers 
all stodr in railway and bank and lien against all revenue produced 
by recent law. It is hoped that the terms may be such that the 
Department can and -will approve, Other-wme Diaz sees no alterna- 
tive but an emergency emission of cordobas whi<fli sound bankers 
lute in declaring wDl result in inflation and disaster to Nicaraguan 
finances, 

EwBtHAwyr 
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817.61/1742 : Telegram 

The Mimster m Nicaragua (Eherhardf) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, March 9, 19Z7 — 5 f. rrk. 

[Received 8:20 p. m.] 

73. Legation’s 66, March 3, 9 p. m. [a. m.] I most earnestly concur 
in Diaz request that I recommend the Department approve loan of 
$1,000,000 now being proposed by New York bankers under conditions 
which will be explained to the Department. Diaz accepts bankers’ 
recommendation that a commission be formed consisting of the Presi- 
dent of Nicaragua, Minister of Finance, Manager National Bank of 
Nicaragua and American Resident High Commissioner, for purpose 
of controlling all expenditures none of which shall be made except 
in installment as needed and only after approval of majority of the 
commission. Interest will be 7 percent and is to be paid only as 
money is used. Immediate payments to be met from loan are 
$300,000 to bank and $76,000 to Keilhauer. 

Ebebhabdt 


817.61/1746 

The Guaranty Trust Oom/pcmy of New TorJa and J. <& W. SAigmam, 
& Co. to the Chief of the Di/oision of Latin American Affairs 
{Morgan) 

513-27 New Yohk, March 11, 1927. 

Foreign Department [Received March 12.] 

Deajr Sir: Enclosed herewith please find copies of recent cables 
exchanged between the undersigned and the Manager of the National 
Bank of Nicaragua, Inc.®* in which the Manager of the Bank transmits 
the request of the President of the Republic of Nicaragua for a loan to 
his Government and of our response indicating our willingness to ex- 
tend such a loan on certain terms and conditions as to security and 
otherwise, all of which are fully set forth in the enclosed memorandum. 
An essential one of these conations is that the said loan shall meet 
with the approval of the Department of State of the United States. 

In connection with this matter, permit us to point out that should 
the loan be consummated we propose to charge 1% commission on the 
maximum amount of the proposed loan, viz. — $1,000,000. — ^together 
with 6% per annum interest on such amounts as may from time to 
ti^e be actually advanced and outstanding. 

The undersigned J. & W. Seligman & Co. have recently sold to the 
public $8,000, (^.-Republic of Costa Rica Es^rnal Secured Sinking 
Fund 7% Gold Bonds on a basis yielding to the purchasers about 


' Not printed. 
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7.40% per annum; also $2,500,000.-7%% Secured Sinking Fund Gold 
Bonds of the Departnlent of Cauca Valley of the Republic of Colombia 
on a basis yielding to the purchasers about 7.90% per annum, and other 
loans, of similar character have been marketed by the undersigned 
and by other banking houses on approximately similar terms. 

The advance which we are now prepared to make is therefore not 
attractive to us by reason of the rate of interest thereon nor is the 
advance for the purpose of protecting any existing loan or invest- 
ment, for we have no loans or investments in Nicaragua. We have, 
however, been actively connected for many years with the constructive 
work that has resulted in the rehabilitation of the currency, the regu- 
lation of the budgetary and other financial affairs of the Republic, 
the present method of collection of the Customs and the rehabilitation 
of the railroad, and, having confidence in the good faith and rectitude 
of the Grovemment of that country, we are willing to do what we can 
to preserve the labor of many years which has 3 delded great benefits 
to Nicaragua and has been a source of pride and gratification to us, by 
helping the established Government tide over the present period of 
difficulty without inflating its currency or parting with any of its 
National assets at a sacrifice. 

We respectfully request a formal expression from your Department 
as to whether or not you approve of the proposed loan. 

Yours very truly, 

Guaeantt Tsust Compant or New Yokk 

R. F. Lokee, Vice President 

J. & W. Seugman & Co. 

tEiiclosure] 

Mermrandivm for the Deparirnimi of State Covering Terms and 
Conditions of Proposed Loatn to the Govemmeni of Nicaragua 

New York, March 11, 1$S7. 

Loan: The Guaranty Trust Company of New York and J. & W- 
Seligman and Co., subject to the approval of the Department of State 
and subsequent approval of the Congress of Nicaragua, will loan 
$1,000,000. to the Govermnent of Nicaragua for one year with option 
of renewal for a further six months for any impaid balance not in 
excess of 56% of the principal amount of the loan, for a commission 
of 1% atid interest at 6% per annum on amounts from tiiYwat to tiwA 
oq^^^g and option on future Nicaraguan financing. Drafts to 
'drawn on Guaranty Trust Company of New York and/or J. & W. 
^li^an & Co., or both, as may eventually be determined. Interest 
to be charged ^m date of payment of each draft. 
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Repayrrient: The Government of Nicaragua will guarantee the re- 
payment of the loan with interest from the revenues produced by the 
new taxes, subject to prior lien of English Bonds, authorized by the 
Congress of Nicaragua in accordance with Law of the 21st of Janu- 
ary, 1927; from 50% of the superavit as determined on the 30th of 
June and 31st of December of each year, and from such dividends as 
may be declared by the Ferrocarril del Pacifico de Nicaragua and 
the National Bank of Nicaragua. 

Secwrity: As security for this loan the Government of Nicaragua 
will deposit with the Guaranty Trust Company of New York and/or 
J. & W. Seligman and Co., or both as may be determined, the shares 
representing the total capital stock of the Ferrocarril del Pacifico 
de Nicaragua, the National Bank of Nicaragua, Inc. duly endorsed 
and, as a further guarantee, will obtain such resignations from the 
present Board of Directors of the Ferrocarril del Pacifico de Nica- 
ragua and the National Bank of Nicaragua, Inc. as will permit the 
election of a majority on each Board from nominees of the Guaranty 
Trust Company of New York and J. & W. Seligman & Co. 

Dis^sition of Proceeds: It is understood and shall be so ratified 
by the Congress of Nicaragua that the funds available from this loan 
shall, except for the repayment to the National Bank of Nicaragua 
of $300,000. — ^plus accrued interest due by the Government of Nica- 
ragua, be used exclusively for the maintenance, equipment, purchase 
of supplies and discharge of troops on the re-establishment of order 
and for such other absolutely essential expenditures as may be neces- 
sary for the re-establishment of law and order in the Bepublic of 
Nicaragua and to this end the President of the Republic of Nicaragua 
will appoint a Commission consisting of the Minister of Finance, 
Manager of the National Bank of Nicaragua, Inc. and the American 
Resident High Commissioner, which will have absolute authority by 
a majority vote, always subject to the approval of the President of 
the Republic in each instance, to authorize disbursements of funds 
available under this loan, and drafts drawn to provide funds for 
such disbursements must bear the signatures of at least two members 
of the Commission and to become negotiable only on the authorization 
by the President. 

Aydihorizations: Before any funds are made available to the Gov- 
ernment of Nicaragua all the terms and conditions governing this loan, 
provided approval is given by the State Department, must be author- 
ized by the Congress of Nicaragua and the Congress must further 
specifically authorize the Financial Agent to sign the loan contract 
with the bankers, and endor^ the stock of the Ferrocarril del Pacifico 
de Nicaragua and National Bank of Nicaragua, Inc. in the name of 


32S422— 42—vol. Ill U 
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the “Government of Nicaragua Minister of Finance” and deliver such 
stock so endorsed to the Guaranty Trust Company of New York 
and/or J. & W. Seligman & Co. or both as may be determined. 

Guarantt Trust Compant or New York 
By: E. F. Lores, Tice President 

J. & W. Seuoman & Co. 


817.81/1746 

The Seoretary of State to the Guaranty Trust Com/pany of New Torh 

WASHiNGTOKr, March 19^. 

Sms: I beg to acfciowledge the receipt of your letter (513-27 
Foreign Department) and memorandum of March 11, 1927, regard- 
ing your interest in a loan of $1,000,000 to the Eepublic of Nicaragua, 
for the purposes and under the terms indicated therein. 

In reply to your request for an expression of this Department’s 
views, I beg to state tW in the light of the information before it, 
the Department of State offers no objection to this financing. 

You of course appreciate that, as pointed out in the Department’s 
announcement of March 3, 1922,«» the Department of State does not 
pass upon the merits of foreign loans as business propositions nor 
assume any responsibility in connection with such transactions, 
that no reference to the attitude of this Government should be made 
in any prospectus or otherwise. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

Leland BD^bbzsoet 
Assistceni Secretary 

817.61/1747 - 

The Guaramty Trust Company of New York to the Secretary of State 

513-27 New York, March 16y 19&T. 

Foreign Department [Beceived March 16.] 

Sm: We have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your com- 
munication of the 12th instant, and in view of the contents thereof 
we have advised the President of Nicaragua, through the 
of the National Bank of Nicaragua, Ihc., that we, in conjunction with 
Messrg. J. & W. Seligman & Co., are prepared to make a loan of 
$1,000,000.— to the Republic of Nicaragua for the purposes, aT«<^ under 

Foreign BOatiom, 1922, vol. i, p. 667. 
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the terms and conditions indicated in the memorandum of the 11th 
of March, 1927, which was sent to you with our letter of the same 
date. 

We are [etc.] 

GtrABANTx Tbtjst Company op New Yobk, 
R. F. Lobes, Vice President 


817.61/1775 ; Telegram 

The Mimster in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of Staie 

Managua, March 1927 — Jt p. m. 

[Received 6 : 50 p. m.] 

82. Both Houses of Congress have ratified loans contract which 
was signed by President Diaz this morning.* ** ® The President is calling 
meeting of the three members of commission this afternoon to arrange 
for initial payments. The generals in the field have been instructed 
to i nform their men that they wiU receive their pay next week which 
it is hoped will improve morale. 

Eberhardt 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND NICARAGUA 

ESTABLISHING THE “GUARDIA NACIONAL DE NICARAGUA," SIGNED 

DECEMBER 22, 1927 

817.1061/146 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua. {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, May 8, 1927— 4 . p. m. 

[Received May 9 — 12:40 a. m.] 

128. President Diaz, acting upon authority conferred upon him by 
the laws which provide for the formation of a Nicaraguan constabu- 
lary, has today addressed a note to me requesting that an American 
officer be designated to instruct and command that organization and 
that such officer be authorized to name the additional American and 
Nicaraguan officers considered necessary to form the larger nonpartisan 
constabulary frequently mentioned in Legation’s telegrams [and] most 
recently General Stimson’s statement on page 2, telegram 124, May 5, 
11 a. m-“ 

Admiral Latimer states that he is ready, if authorized, to detail 
such an officer and assistants from among marines now stationed in 

*Eor text of loan agreement signed March 21, 1927, see Managoa La Oaeeta, 
Mardi25,ia27. 

** See the 8eo(nul j^ttagraph of the statement as (jnoted in telegram No. 124, 
May ^ firom the Mimster in Nicaragua, p. 889. 

*Oommandmr qf the Special Service Squadron. 
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Nicaragua. It is believed that such authority should be granted as the 
best means of bringing early tiranquility to Nicaragua under peace 
tArma now being considered and also to reduce to a minimum the nim- 
ber of marines necessary for such results. Stunson and Ad mi ral 
concur. 


Ebeehabdx 


817.1051/147 : Teleeram 

The Se&fetwry of State to the Minister i/n Nicaragua {Eherhardt) 

Washington, May 11, 19^7 — 6 p. m. 
87. Tour 128, May 8, 4 p. m. The President approves President 
Diaz’s request and A dmir al Latimer will be instructed accordingly by 
the Navy Department." 

EIeixogg 


817.1051/191 

The Charge m Nicaragua (Mwnro) to the Secretary of State 

No. 576 Managua, Deceniber 29, 1927. 

[Eeceived January 14, 1928.] 

Sm: With reference to my telegram No. 383 of December 22, 5 
P. M." stating that the agreement for the establishment of the 
Cruardia Nacional of Nicaragua had been signed on December 22, I 
have the honor to transmit herewith copies of the Agreement in 
triplicate as signed, both in English and in Spanish. 

Under separate cover I am transmitting for the Department’s 
archives the signed original of the Agreement in question, contain- 
ing the text in parallel columns in English and Spanish. 

I have [etc.] Dana G, Munbo 

[Enclosure] 

Agreement Betnjoeen the United States and Nioasragua EBtdblishd/ng 

the ^^GviOrdia N acicmdl de Niearagua^^ Signed Deo&nd>er iS®, 19S7 

Whereas the Eepublic of Nicaragua is desirous of preserving in- 
ternal peace and order and the security of individual rights, and 
is d^irous of carrying out plans for the maintenance of domestic 
tranquillity and the promotion of the prosperity of the Bepublic 
and its people; 

" CJoI; Ralkrt Rliea, on May 12, was appointed CJlilef of the Oonstabulary ; and 
Col. Ellas R. Beadle, on August 20, was commissioned a general in coxmoamd of 
the Chuardia Nadonca de Nicaragua (file Nos. 817.00/4775 and 817^061/104)* 

^Not printed. 
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And whereas the assistance and co-operation of the Government 
of the United States is deemed essential to an early realization of 
the measures to be adopted ; 

And whereas the United States is in full sympathy with these 
nimH and objects of the Republic and is desirous of contributing in 
all proper ways to their attainment the undersigned duly authorized 
thereto by their respective Governments have agreed as follows: 


The Republic of Nicaragua undertakes to create without delay an 
efficient constabulary to be known as the Guardia Naakmal de Nica- 
ragua, urban and rural composed of native Nicaraguans, the strength 
of which and the amounts to be expended for pay, rations, and 
expenses of operation, et cetera, shall be as set forth in the follow- 
ing table : 


Commissioned Personnel 

Per annum 
$ Gold 

1 Brigadier General 3, 000. 00 

1 Colonel, Chief of Staff 2, 500. 00 

3 Colonels (Line) at $2,400.00 per annum 7, 200. 00 

1 Colonel, Quartermaster 2, 400. 00 

1 Colonel, Medical 2, 400. 00 

4 Majors (Line) at $2,100.00 per annum 8, 400. 00 

1 Major, Paymaster . 2, 100. 00 

1 Major, General Headquarters Inspector 2, 100. 00 

1 Major, Law Officer 2, 100. 00 

2 Majors, Medical, at $2,100.00 per annum ... 4, 200. 00 

10 Captains, at $1,800.00 per annum .18, 000. 00 

2 Captains, Medical, at $1,800.00 per annum. . . 3, 600. 00 

20 First Lieutenants, at $1,200.00 per annum ... 24, 000. 00 

2 First Lieutenants, Medical, at $1,200.00 per an- 

num 2, 400. 00 

20 Second Lieutenants, at $900.00 per annum ... 18, 000. 00 

3 Second Lieutenants, Medical, at $900.00 per an- 

num • 2, 700. 00 

20 Student Officers (Cadets), at $600.00 per annum . 12, 000. 00 

93 $117, 100. 00 

Enlisted Personnel 

Pirmnum 
% Gold 

4 S^eants Major, at $40.00 per month 1, 920. 00 

10 First Sergeants, at $36.00 per month 4, 200, 00 

10 Q. M. Sei^eants, at $30.00 per month 3, 600. 00 

60 Seigeants, at $25.00 per month 18, 000. 00 

120 Corporals, at $18.00 per month 26, 920. 00 

20 Fidd Musics, at $14.00 per month . 3, 360. 00 

840 Privates, at $12.00 per month. . 120, 960. 00 


1,064 


$177, 960. 00 
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Band 


1 Leader 

1 Assistant Leader 

10 Musicians, 1st class, at $30.00 per month 
10 Musicians, 2nd class, at $25.00 per month 
15 Musicians, 3rd class, at $20.00 per month 


Per annum 
$ Gold 

1 , 200 . 00 
900. 00 
3, 600. 00 
3, 000. 00 
3, 600. 00 


$12, 300. 00 

Enlisted Medical Pbesonnel 


Per annum 
$ Gold 

1 First Sergeant, at $35.00 per month 420. 00 

4 Sei^eants, at $25.00 per month 1, 200. 00 

20 Corporals, at $18.00 per month 4, 320. 00 

10 Privates, at $12.00 per month 1, 440. 00 


35 


$7, 380. 00 


Opebations and Maintenance 

Civil employees ; uniforms and clothing ; Arms equipment 
and target practice; remounts and for^e; Motor 
vehicles and maintenance; repairs and replacements; 
Transportation of Supplies and Troops; Maps, 
stationery and office suppli^; Intelligence service; 
rent, repairs and construction of barracks; Gaso- 
line,^kerOsene; Lights j Tools and mscddaneous ex- 
penditures for operations and maintenance of the 


Constabulary $200, 000. 00 

Rations 

Expenses of procuring and preparing rations for 1136 

enlisted at $0.30 per diem $124, 392. 00 

Peisons and Pbnitbntiabies 

Operation and Maintenance $40, 000. 00 

Medical Supplies and Maintraiance of Constabulary 

Hospitals, Prison Dispensaries, etc $10, 000. 00 

Geand Total $689, 132. 00 


The foregoing provisions shall be regarded as the TniDimnm srequire- 
ments for the Ouardia Naoioncd de Nicaragua. If the condition of 
the Nicaraguan Government’s finances shall so warrant, the strength 
of the Qwerdia Naoioncd, commissioned and enli^ed, and the expenses 
thereof may be increased upon the recommendation of the Chief of the 
Gwgrdm, Nadoncd and upon the consent in writing of the President of 

If the condition of the Nicaraguan Govmiment’s finaweeH tdiall so 
warrant,' ii. suitable Coast Guard and a suitable Aviation Unit may 
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upon the recommendation of the Chief of the Guourd/ia Na/AowA de 
Nicaragua and upon the consent in writing of the President of Nica- 
ragua be made a part of the Guardia Nadonal de Nicaragua^ similarly 
ofScered and manned with appropriate ranks and subject in the same 
manner to regulations and discipline as provided herein for the per- 
sonnel of the Ouardia Nadonal de Nicaragua. 

n 

The Ghmrdia Nadonal de Nicaragua shall be considered the sole 
military and police force of the Eepublic, clothed with full power to 
preserve domestic peace and the security of individual rights. It shall 
have control of arms and ammunition, military supplies and super- 
vision of the traffic therein throughout the Eepublic. It shall have 
control of all fortifications, barracks, buildings, grounds, prisons, peni- 
tentiaries, vessels, and other government property which were form- 
erly assigned to or under the control of the Army, Navy and Police 
Forces of the Eepublic. It shall be subject only to the direction of 
the President of Nicaragua ; all other officials desiring the services of 
the Guardia Nadoncd de Nicaragua shall be required to submit requests 
through the nearest official of that organization. The Guard of Honor 
for the Palace of the President shall be a company of selected men 
and officers from the personnel of the Guardia Nadorud, and wiU wear 
distinctive insignia while employed on this service. 

ni 

All matters of recruiting, appointment, instruction, training, pro- 
motion, examination, discipline, operation of troops, clothing, rations, 
arms and equipment, quarters and administration, shall be under the 
jurisdiction of the Chief of the Guardia Nadancd. 

IV 

Eules and regulations for the administration and discipline of the 
Guardm Nadonal de Nicaragua^ Prisons and Penitentiaries, shall be 
issued by the Chief of the Guardia Nadonal after being approved 
by the President of Nicaragua. Infraction of these rules and regu- 
lations by members of the Guardia Nadonal may be punished by 
arrest and imprisonment, su^ension from duty without pay, for- 
feiture of pay, or dismissal, under regulations promulgated by the 
Chief of the Guardia Nadonal and approved by the President of 
Nicaragua, 

V 

Other offeni^ committed by members of the Guardia Nadonal de 
Nicaragua shall be mveet%ated by officers of the Guardia Nadomd 
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as directed by the Chief of the Gua^d/ui Ncuyioifi/il* If it should ap- 
pear upon investigation that an offense has been committed, the 
offender will be turned over to the civil authorities. 

VI 

Courts-martial constituted xmder the rules and regulations of the 
Chief of the Guardia Nadorval may try native Nicaraguan officers 
and enlisted men of the Guardia for infraction of the rules and 
regulations. The findings of the courts-martial of the Guardia 
Nacioryal after approval of the Chief are final, and not subject to 
appeal or review except by the Supreme Court of Nicaragua and 
then, only in questions of excess of power or questions of jurisdiction. 

vn 

Persons violating the Begulations (if there is no civil law) or the 
Laws (if there is a civil law) governing traffic in arms, ammunition 
and military stores, shall be punished by a fine of from fifty to 
one thousand cordobas or imprisonment of from ninety days to five 
years, or both; for which purpose the Government of Nicaragua will 
present to Congress a project of law to amend the criminal laws 
in the sense indicated. 


VIII 

The Guardia NacioTicd de Nicaragua shall be under the control 
of the President of Nicaragua and all orders from him pertaining 
to the Guardia Nadonal shall be delivered to the Chief thereof. 
All other civil officials desiring protection or the services of the 
Guardia Nadonal will make application to the senior officer of the 
Guardia Nadonal in that locality. 

IX 

An adequate amount as provided in Article I of this Agreement 
shall be appropriated annually to defray the expenses for pay, allow- 
ances, equipment, uniforms, transportation, administration and other 
current expenses of the Giuxrdia Nadoned de^ Nwaragua. Allotments 
for the various needs of the Guardia Namoned shall be made from 
this sum by the Chief of the Guardia Naxnomk 

X 

Eeports of expenditures shall be made by the Chief of the Guardia 
Nadoned directed by the PreMdent of Nicaragua and audited 
in accordance with the law. 

Savings effected^ under any title may be expended under any other 
title upon written approval of the Chief of the Oucerdia Nackmed. 
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XI 

The laws necessary to make effective the above provisions shall 
be submitted to the legislative body of Nicaragua. 

XII 

In consideration of the foregoing the Government of the United 
States in virtue of authority conferred on the President by the 
Act of Congress approved May 19, 1926, entitled “An Act to authorize 
the President to detail ofiScers and enlisted men of the United 
States Army, Navy and Marine Corps to assist the governments 
of the Latin- American Republics in military and naval matters”*® 
undertakes to detail officers and enlisted men of the United States 
Navy and Marine Corps to assist the Government of Nicaragua 
in the organizing and training of a constabulary as herein provided. 

All American officers serving with the Gwardia Nadoncit of Nica- 
ragua shall be appointed from personnel of the United States Navy 
and Marine Corps by the President of Nicaragua upon nomination 
of the President of the United States. They will be replaced by 
Nicaraguans when the latter have successfully completed the course 
of instructions prescribed by the Chief of the Guardia NouAonod de 
Nicaragua and have shown by their conduct and examination that 
they are fit for command. 

Officers and enlisted men of the United States Navy and Marine 
Corps serving with the Guardia Naoionod will not be tried by Nica- 
raguan civil courts of courts-martial but will be subject to trial 
by court-martial under the laws of the United States for the gov- 
ernment of the Navy. 

In witness whereof, the undersigned have hereunto signed their 
names and afiixed their seals in duplicate, in the city of Managua, 
this twenty-second day of December, 1927. 

[sBAn] Dana G. Mtjnso 

[sBAii] Caiuos CtrAOBA Pasos 

ASSISTANCE BY THE UNITED STATES MARINES IN THE SUPPRESSION 
OP BANDIT ACTIVITIES IN NICARAGUA 

817.116 B 98/2 : Telegram 

The Mmister in Nioaragua {JE^erha/rdt') to the Secrretwry of State 

Managua, Jwm SO, 190T—S p. m. 

[Received 9:86 p. m.] 

16 [jfdi]. Some days ago Sandino, formerly employed by the 
American, Charlee Butters, in his San Albino mines in Nueva Segovia, 

•H Stat (pt 2) 868. 



440 


FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME m 


entered the mine at the head of some 50 armed bandits and, threaten- 
ing death to Butters if he refused, carried off some 600 pounds 
dynamite with corresponding fuse and caps with which to ‘‘kill 
Yankees”* He is now reported to have forcibly taken over the mine, 
driving off all foreigners and to be running mine to its ruin. Butters 
has appealed to the Legation and General Feland for protection 
of interests which he states amount to some $700,000, he being 
reported as largest if not sole owner. The General states that he is 
preparing an expedition to that region but may find it difficult to 
detail guard to the mine itself which is remote and difficult of access. 
Eumors, seemingly well-founded, indicate a considerable number of 
stragglers and small groups poorly armed proceeding to join Sandino. 
Considerable criticism is expressed by foreigners here of our policy 
of having landed marines primarily to protect American and foreign 
lives and property and then by lack of protection permitting what 
seems certain early destruction of this property said to represent 
probably the largest investment in Nicaragua of any one particular 
individual American. 

Ebekhardt 


817.00/4936 : Telegram 

The Minister m Nicaragua {Eherhardt') to the Secretary of State 

Managua, Jul^ 17, 19SB7—S p. m. 

[Keceived July 18—2:04 a. m.] 

170. Sandino with far superior numbers is reported to have attacked 
the 87 American marines and Nicaraguan National Guard at Ocotal 
early yesterday morning and to have suffered decisive defeat after 
some 16 hoip fig^hting when our aeroplanes made the rout complete, 
marines losing 1 killed and 2 badly injured. Sandino is reported to 
have lost about 200. It is not supposed that Sandino wrill offer much 
further serious resistance. Feland is sending detailed report. 

Ebebha3Sdt 


817.00/4936 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mimster in Nicaragua \Eberhaird€) 

Washington, July 18, ims p. rn. 
US,. Extremely important to have at earliest possible moment 
fullest details concerning Sandmo’s attack upon Mawnc y. 

and Nicaraguan constabulary and all events leading up to tb?a aftafV 
Contoued tdegraphic reports should be made promptly as news 
is received by you. Afternoon papers here carry sensational reports 
concerning bombing operations. Plpase ru^ reply. 


Kiarjooa 
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817.00/4940 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nioaragita (Eberhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, July iSO, 19B7 — £ p. m. 

[Eeceived July 21 — 11 a. m.] 

175. The Department’s 112, July 18, 5 p. m. Sandino is reported 
to be an erratic Nicaraguan about 30 years of age with wild Com- 
munist ideas acquired largely in Mexico where he spent several years 
prior to his return to Nicaragua about a year ago via the Coco Biver 
plentifully supplied with arms which he gave to followers in northern 
Nicaragua or concealed there, meantime working at the Butters Amer- 
ican mine in San Albino till he finally joined Moncada ihis spring. 
Kefusing to lay down arms with other Moncada generals he returned 
to northern Nicaragua where he has since roamed at will with a few 
followers committing most every known depredation and acts of out- 
lawry. Following his confiscation of the American mine referred to 
in my telegram number 161, June 30, 2 p. m., the number of his 
admiring followers increased and he repeatedly wrote insultingly to 
Captain Hatfield, commander of the garrison at Ocotal, offering his 
men all loot and plunder they might find and also to join them drink- 
ing “Yankee blood” the day soon to be when they would take that 
town. One o’clock Saturday morning July 16th, Sandino led 300 
or 400 men, plentifully armed with rifles, machme guns and bombs 
made from powder confiscated from the American mine, in an attack 
on 39 marines and 48 Nicaragua constabulary garrisoned at Ocotal, 
the latter well supplied with small arms but with only two machine 
guns. The fight continued till middle of the afternoon with a loss 
to Sandino of more than 200 men when our airplanes arrived and 
with bombs and machme gunfire routed the attacker[s] who fled in 
disorder, Sandino with them. 

It should be remembered that for weeks, General Feland had given 
Sandino every opportunity to surrender or leave the country and had 
brought upon himself much blame for not having dealt with the 
bandit more severdy. Furthermore, Feland had ordered his men to 
make no advances against Sandino and only to fire on the enemy if 
they diould be attacked. Sandino apparently considered this course 
of the Americans as a sign of weakness; preached Communism, Mexi- 
can brotherly love and coopejcation, and death to the Americans, until 
the rabble of the whole north country joined him in his plan to 
massacre Americans there and to set up his own government at Ciudad 
Sandino, the name to which El Jicaro the capital of the department 
had been changed by him. He has met with complete disaster and 
while some persons think [he wiU] collect as much cash as possible 
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and leave for Honduras or return to Mexico it is quite possible that 
in his fanaticism he will continue his outlawry though quite unlikely 
on any large scale any time soon. 

Throughout the whole afiair the forehearance and self-restraint 
exercised by our troops under most exasperating provocation should 
call for nothing but commendation from aU good Americans just as 
their magnificent stand against such heavy odds in the actual fight 
should fill any American with pride. 

Ebekhardt 


817.00/4953b : Telegram 

TJi 6 Secretafiy of State to the MwdsteT in Nicod'agua {WbeThwrdt) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, Jtdy S7, 19^7 — noon. 

117. The Department and the American public are naturally much 
disturbed by continued reports of engagements between the United 
States marines and the forces of Sandino. The Department is also 
greatly embarrassed by the fact that these reports almost always ap- 
pear in the newspapers prior to the receipt of any information what- 
ever from you. To-day’s press, for example, reports that our marines 
and the Nicaraguan constabulary just escaped being ambudied, and 
that one marine and several of the constabulary had been wounded. 
The Department appreciates the practical difficulties encountered, 
but it cannot fail to regard this situation with grave anxiety. As the 
Legation must know, the Department’s information regarding actual 
conditions affecting the restoration of tranquility and order in Nica- 
ragua has on many occasions been found to be grossly inaccurate and 
noisleading. The Department, therefore, cannot impress upon you too 
strongly the urgency of keeping it promptly and accurately informed. 
The Apartment has been led to believe that armed opposition to the 
present program would speedily disappear, and that it need anticipate 
no serious complications on this account. If the Department must face 
the probability that Sandino or any other bandit can raise and keep 
in the field forces sufficient to cause trouble and give rise to repeated 
engagements with the United States marines and the Nicaraguan 
constabulary, like those which have recently taken place, the Depart- 
ment should like to have immediately by telegraph as full a report as 
possible from you and General Feland setting forth actual 
and advising what the Department must expect. 


RigitoQa 
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817.00/4950 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managtta, Ju^ ^7, 1^7 — S p. m. 

[Eeceived July 28 — 6 : 15 p. m.] 

180. It is reported that yesterday Major Floyd, leading Y4 marines 
and 3Y constabulary en route to disarm Sandino and restore the San 
Albino mine to its American owner, had a skirmidi at San Fernando 
resulting in 4 killed of Sandino’s men and a very slight flesh wound 
for one marine. Today two scouting aeroplanes reconnoitering road to 
Jicaro which Floyd expects to follow were subjected to rifle and ma- 
chine-gun fire without result, about 3 miles out of San Fernando, by 
a group of armed men estimated to have numbered about 50 who were 
evidently preparing an ambush. Aeroplanes returned fire and 
dropped a few bombs scattering the group and counting 6 men lying 
on the ground supposed to have been killed or badly hurt. Floyd party 
tomorrow start for Jicaro where a considerable grouping is known to 
be, possibly including Sandino himself and where fight is expected 
about 29th. 

Ebebhabdt 


817.00/4959 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {EJberhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managtta, July SI, 19B7—1S p. m. 

[Received 9 : 52 p. m.] 

183. Legation’s 180, July 27, 3 p. m., apparently crossed the Depart- 
ment’s 117, July 27, noon, which it answers in part. Neither I nor 
General Feland can prevent publication articles in the American 
press in advance of the receipt of our own information by the Govern- 
ment departments respectively interested. Immediately any activity 
occurs or seems imminent in any part of the country local telegraph 
operators submit guesses or true, false, or manufactured accounts to 
correspondents here at Managua who immediately send to the United 
States. This sometimes happens 24 to 48 hours before confirmation 
or disapproval is received by the General or me and we dislike to send 
anything from mere rumor. Frequently these men guess right. The 
Ocotal fight for instance was reported several hours before Feland 
had any news or confirmation of it. It is regretted that information 
that has come to the Department, whether from the Legation, Feland, 
or other sources, has proved at times “inaccurate and misleading”. 
Attempt has l»en made always to separate rumor from facts and to 
so state. In these last weeks, with inadequate help in the Legation, 
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I had hoped that most military details would be rec®ived from Feland 
reports without necessity for their repetition by the Legation. 

Sandino’s recent display of unexpected strraigth seems due to lus 
possession of coffee which he confiscated in Jinotega which he is said 
to be selling in Honduras and gold which he is taMng from the con- 
fiscated American mine at San Albino whereby he is able to pay snaall 
amounts to [followers?] thus retaining marauders who have, during 
the revolution of the last year, grown to prefer tMs life to any^ peaceful 
pursuit. ITotwithstanding the reports that he is still receiving arms 
and ammunition and perhaps small cash from Honduras and other 
countries, it is believed that his arms are diminishing and that he 
must soon be annihilated or leave the country as seems certain to be 
the fate of other marauding bands. I have always felt that he would 
make his final dash down the Coco River but others hold to the belief 
that he will cross into Honduras. There is little doubt that m the 
Ocotal fight he was helped by Honduraneans and many Liberals from 
Managua and vicinity. It is estimated that Sandino has today as a 
TTiflyininm 200 men roaming in bands of 20 to 30 in the territory to 
the east of a north and south line through Ocotal owing allegiance 
to but who could now be assembled with difBculty and seem to 
be disiategrating. Some 50 men owing no allegiance to him are re- 
ported to the east of that line as stated in my telegram No. 182, July 
28, 5 p. m.“ Major Floyd yesterday took Jicaro, which he found 
entirely deserted and many signs that it had been occupied only by 
lawless troops for some time before they entered the town. A few 
shots were fired but no casualties on either side are reported. Flinn 
\Floy^ expects to move on to San Albino today or tomorrow. Aero- 
planes recoimoitering there yesterday report some individuals endeav- 
oring to signal them which indicates either a ruse or that no Sandino 
troops are there. If San Albino is occupied and must later be left 
before owners take over, Floyd expects to conceal vital machinery 
parts to prevent mine being worked by unauthorized persons. 

Eberhabdt 


817.00/4961 : rdegram 

The Minister m Nicaragua {EierJuxrdt) to the Seoretary of State 

Manactua, August 1, 19^—4 p. fO. 

pteceived 10 p. m.] 

187. Recoimoitering planes report that Major Floyd party occu- 
pied San Albino today without resistance; tl^t thnmghout Ocotal 
region ihdividuals and groups were observed apparently returning 


Not printed. 
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to farms and villages as if normal conditions were at hand ; that the 
considerable group seen last week at Telpaneca is reported to have 
been broken up and returned to vocations declaring they are tired 
of war; and finally that Sandino is reported to have turned all, arti- 
cles possible into cash and is now headed down Coco Eiver with few 
men. President Diaz has just showed me a message from telegraph 
operator at Somoto reporting all quiet there and that Salgado, re- 
ferred to in my 182 July 28, 5 p. m.,^^ advised that \fhe\ telegraph 
operator that having learned that Sandino is finished he is disband- 
ing bis men who are returning to their homes in Las Sabanas district. 

Ebebhabdt 


817.00/4991 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicwagna {EherJusrdt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, August I’d, IMI — Ji. p. m. 

[Keceived 9 : 07 p. m.] 

201. After a consultation between Diaz, Feland and myself en- 
deavoring to insure tranquility, Feland signed and distributed a few 
days ago by aeroplane in the Ocotal region printed circulars offering 
amnesty from the Nicaraguan Government to all followers of San- 
dino in recent activities. Nothing substantial having thus far re- 
sulted and Salgado referred to in my telegram number 182, July 28, 
5 p. m.,*^ now leading a band estimated at 26 permanent followers 
with an equal number who might join him at any moment reported 
as cutting telegraph lines and committing other slight depredations, 
Feland, Moncada and I this afternoon arranged for Moncada to be 
taken by aeroplane -tomorrow morning to Somoto to confer with 
Salgado endeavoring to induce him and followers to lay aside their 
arms. 

Ebbbhabdt 


817.00/4998 : Telegram 

The Mimster in Niocira^gua {Eherhardt) to the Seoretary of State 

Managua, August M, 19^—$ p. m>. 

[E^eived 7 : 15 p. m.] 

207. General Feland left today Managua expecting to sail from 
Corinto for the United States 24th when Colonel Gulick will assume 
command of Marine Corps in Nicaragua. 

EBXBHABnr 


*Not printed. 
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817.00/5014 : Telegram 

T7i 6 MiifiistcT iu NicciT(igu(i (^EhsThd/rdt) to ths 86GTBt€uif*y of St ote 

Maijagua, Septemher 19^7 — 8 p. m, 

[Received September 3 — 12 : 34 p. m.] 
223. Sandino or his followers have been again active this week in 
the region east of Telpaneca where they are reported to have been 
joined by some of Salgado’s men. Airplanes today report seeing body 
of 25 or 30 armed mounted men in that district. Threatening notes 
purporting to be from Sandino are being received by merchants at 
Telpaneca who fear repetition of exactions of some 2 months ago. Two 
patrols of marines and constabulary have been sent to the affected dis- 
trict. While neither group of bandits is considered a serious military 
force, a clash seems not unlikely. 

Eberhabdt 


817.00/6015 : Telegram 

TJie Minister in Nicaragua {E^erhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Makagtja, Seytemher 3, 19^ — 10 a. m. 

[Eeceived 9 : 41 p. m.] 

225. My September 2, 8 p. m. Moncada’s recent trip to Ocotal for 
the ostensible purpose of urging Salgado to lay do'wn his arms was a 
failure in this respect. Moncada did not even confer with Salgado 
but took advantage of his visit to that region to strengthen himself 
politically. He reported Salgado to be a dissipated, elderly bandit, 
about 60 years old, who preferred to live by banditry and would not 
in his opinion lay down arms in any case. This latter statement seems 
borne out by more recent events when' the marines have attempted 
in various ways to induce him to lay down arms. Preddent Diaz was 
induced to send $2,000 to the American commander at Somoto from 
which to offer Salgado $10 for each serviceable rifle he or his followers 
might surrender. While a few of his followers are reported to have 
laid down arms, he himself has persisted in making increasingly diffi- 
cult and obnoxious demands and is plainly temporizing and makiag 
himself a hero in the eyes of the ignorant class by the maimer in which 
they believe he is deceiving the Americans. 

He has now been given 48 hours within which to lay down arms 
after which it is believed the marines and constabulary may send an 
expedition against him. It is generally believed that if such an expedi- 
tion had been sent long ago against Sandino to destroy him and com- 
paratively few followers the larger number of deaths at Ocotal might 
have been avoided. It is feared that a similar incident may occur 
with Salgado if he and his band are not destroyed. 

£bBBEU3BST 
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817.00/6016 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eberhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, September 5, 1927 — 3 p, m. 

[Eeceived 11:28 p. m.] 

226. On September 2d a marine-constabulary patrol from the 
Jicaro garrison had a short engagement near Quilali with men sup- 
posed to be followers of Sandino, so far as known without casualties 
on either side. The following day there was a fight between another 
patrol and the Salgado band near Telpaneca in which five men of the 
latter were seen to fall from their horses, probably killed or wounded. 
Patrol suffered neither killed nor wounded. This is the beginning of 
an active campaign against these two bandit bands. 

A reward of $5,000 may soon be offered, with minimum of publicity, 
to Nicaraguan troops or civilians for Sandino dead or alive. 

EKBSKHABDr 


Jil7.00/6027 : Telegram 

The Mimster in Nicaragua {EJ>erhardt) to> the Secretary of State 

Managua, Septemher 11, 19B7 — 3 p. m. 

[Received 11 ; 50 p. m.] 

237. The Government has ordered the expulsion from Nicaragua 
of J. Ramon Telles, one of Moncada’s generals, who was chief of police 
of Ocotal at the time of Sandino’s attack and who was suspected 
by the marines of foreknowledge of, if not connivance in, the attack. 
Two weeks ago Moncada informed me that three suspected agents 
of Sandino were here possibly plotting attack on himself, Diaz or 
myself. This led to the [belief?] that Telles was sending supplies 
to and conducting propaganda on behalf of Sandino. Moncada did 
not know that a Liberal of such importance would be implicated. 
Colonel Gulick considers the evidence of Telles guilt conclusive. 

When originally arrested Telles violated his parole but later sur- 
rendered and is now being held by the marines until the arrival of 
a steamer. Although Moncada informed me that he approved the 
action taken if the facts were as stated, some of the Liberal news- 
papers are protesting, probably at Moncada’s instigation. 

EsxBHABtyr 

817.00/e038 : Telegram 

The Ohargi m Nicaragua {Mwruro) to the Secretory of State 

Mxs&mA., Septerni> 0 r 19, 19^ — ^p.m. 

[Received 10:^ p. m.] 

24S. Abdut X'^ followers of Salgado atiaicked garrison of 20 marines 
and 25 guardia at Telpaneca at 1 o’doek this morning. Fighting 
lasted until 5 a. m. when the bandits withdrew. One marine was 

828422 — 42 — Ton HI SS 
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killed and another mortally wounded. One g'luerdict was seriously 
wounded. Bandits are reported to have lost 20 killed and 50 wounded. 
They were well armed with rifles, machine guns, hand bombs, and 
dynamite bombs. The marines report that the new guardia as on 
other occasions put up a splendid fight. 

A relief column is on the way to Telpaneca from Pueblo Nuevo 
as it is feared that there may be another attack tonight. 

Munko 


817.00/6051 : Telegram 

The ChcLTge in Nwcsragud {Mwmt'd) to the Seoretcery of State 

Managua, October 1^7 — 9 a. m. 

[Received 2 : 45 p. m.] 

259. The following telegram was sent to the American Legation, 
Tegucigalpa : 

“October 4, 9 a. m. A band of Conservative bandits led by Hernan- 
dez and Santalides are operating in western Nueva Segovia near Mal- 
paso but are makin g their headquarters just across the frontier near 
San Marcos in Honduras. This makes it impossible for the marines to 
catch them. They are reported to be staying on a farm belonging to 
the jefe foliUeo of Choluteca. 

I have suggested that the Nicaraguan Government ask the Govern- 
ment of Honduras to have these bandits driven out of Honduranean 
territory but I think that it would be helpful if you would also make 
representations because these bandits, being Conservatives, have in- 
fluential friends among officials on both sides of the Imrder. 

It would also he veiw helpful if you could advise me fully and 
promptly about any action which the Honduranean Government may 
decide to take so that the marines here can be pi^ared to catch the 
bandits if they are driven across the frontier. The above is being 
repeated to the Department for its information.” 

Munbo 


817.00/5084 ; Telegram 

The Charge in Nicaragna (Mwnro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, October 18, 19^— S p. m. 

[Reived 7 : 37 p. m.] 

284. The situation in Nueva Segovia is still very unsatisfactory. 
The marines and constabulary are holding the larger towns but 
numeropi groups of bandits roam almost at will through the country 
committing murders and depredations. Several particularly revolt- 
ing crio^ have occurred in the last few days. Sandino apparently 
has a; fqr^ of. several hundred men under arms and recent evente 
seem to< have increased his prestige. The leaders of both polMoal 
parties view with alarm this situation. 
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The marines have hitherto not taken very active measures against 
the bandits partly because of tremendous difficulties of transportation 
during the rainy season, partly because of lack of adequate forces and 
partly for reasons of policy. I understand that more energetic steps 
are now contemplated. The rains will stop in about a month. A larger 
force of guardia is now available and Colonel Gulick has asked that 
more marines be sent to Nicaragua. To avoid possible criticism, the 
operations will be carried on largely by the guardia and I understand 
that a gua/rd/ia officer will be placed in command of the forces in Nueva 
Segovia. Two strong columns of marines are now being sent in an 
effort to rescue the aviators mentioned my telegram of October 11, 6 
p. m.,“ of whom nothing has been heard. 

Ptobably as a result of the situation in the north there has been a 
flood of rumors of revolts and violence in the last few days. Each 
party is accusing the other of attempting to foment disorders in order 
to prevent a fresh election. So far as can be ascertained however 
nearly all reports of disturbances are untrue or exaggerated. 

Mtinko 


817.00/6140 ; Telegram 

TJie Seoretarg of State to the Mirdster mHondurae (Summerlin) 

Washington, November 1^, 19^—6 <p. m. 

32. The Commander of the Special Service Squadron in repotting 
an engagement between a force of marines and constabulary and a 
group of bandits commanded by a Honduran Medrado Vallegos states 
that the headquarters of this band are said to be in Santa Bita, 
Honduras, on a farm owned by Felix Pedro Pinell who protects and 
arms the bandits who make their raids from Santa Rita into Nica- 
ragua. Pinell is said to be the Jefe Politico of Choluteca. 

Please convey the above information informally to President Paz 
for such action as he may care to take. 

Kbuux3G 


81T.00/6141 : Telegram 

The Minister in Honduras (Summerlin) to the Seoretary of State 

TEGTTCTGAnpA, NovBTnber IS, p. m. 

[Reodved 10 : IS p. m.] 

68. Your telegram No. 32, November 14, 8 p. xn. President Paz 
informed me this morning that an investigation of reports from the 
region in qu^on was ordered by him yesterday. He said that reports 
reived by him indicated that some property had been dedroyed 
and sey^al Hoodoraneans had been Mlled at Santa Rita and San 

•Not pitotM. 
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Luis in Houdurss by American marines and constabulary forces and 
that Liberal civilians from Nicaragua had accompanied the marines. 

President Paz stated that he believes that some Liberals, both Nica- 
raguans and Honduraneans, by deceiving the marines are endeavoring 
to cause trouble between Honduras and Nicaragua. Kepeated to 
Nicaragua. 

Summerlin 


817.00/B145 : Telegram 

The Chwrge in Nioaragua {Mwnro) to the Seoreta/ry of State 

Managua, Novemib&r 17, 19^7. 

[Received 6 : 15 p. m.] 

836. The following telegram was sent to Tegucigalpa : 

“November 17, 2 p. m. Your November 15, 4 p. m. Colonel Gulick 
believes that the fefe politico of Choluteca is actively aicUng the numer- 
ous groups of Conservative bandits who are operating in western 
Nueva Segovia and who are committing almost as many murders and 
depredations as the Liberal bandits under Sandino. The Conservative 
bands are coinposed largely of Honduraneans and seem to make their 
headquarters in Choluteca itself. Would it be possible for you to 
make an independent investigation in the region of Cholu^a to 
ascertain the facts so that ajmropriate action may be taken if Hon- 
duranean officials are involved? 

The marines and gy^dia have not knowingly crossed the Hondu- 
ranean frontier even in active pursuit of bandits. The tone of the 
reports received by President Paz strongly suggests that the persons 
making the reports were seeking to conceal improper activities of 
their own,” 

Munbo 


817.00/5158 : Telegram 

The Charge in Nicaragua {Mv/nro) to the Secretary of State 

MANAGfUA, November — Q a. 

[Received 8:10 p. m.] 

846. The aeroplanes yesterday for the first time definitely located 
Sandino’s stronghold at Chipote. They bombed a storehouse there 
killing at least four bandits. Both planes were hit by bullets. 

This ^scQvery is very important as it now should be possible to 
mAke a|,4.®cis^ve attack on Sandino as soon as adequate preparations 
can If? made. Yhe nature of the surrounding country makes mili- 
tary qp^t^ns e?tremely difficujt, . , . ' 

' received m^cati^ that 600 Honduraneans 

haye joined in the last few mqptW 


Humao 



NICARAGUA 


451 


817.00/6204 : Telegram 

The Charge in Nicaragua {Munro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, December 19B7 — 11 a. m. 

[Received 9:10 p. m.] 

888. The worst elements among the bandits now operating in the 
north are Honduraneans and operations there are made much more 
difScult because many groups make their headquarters in Honduran 
territory and receive support from officials there. San Marcos and 
Las Manos are said to be bandit headquarters and reliable informa- 
tion confirmed by intelligence operatives indicates that Felix Pedro 
Pinel, jefe politico of Choluteca, permits bandits to use his farm at 
Santa IRita and gives them arms and other assistance. 

Sandino also is unquestionably receiving arms and supplies from 
Honduranean sources. In a recent engagement in which a small 
American patrol was routed with one marine killed the outcome was 
due chiefly to the presence of 25 soldiers in Honduranean uniforms 
with good rifles and plentiful ammunition. 

It would be most helpful if the Honduranean Government could 
be induced to exercise a more effective vigilance on the frontier and 
to remove officials who are in sympathy with the bandits. Steps 
should also be taken against persons who are known to be buyipg 
animals and other property stolen in Nicaragua such as Jose Calazan 
Valladares at El Paraiso. Since it would be difficult to make effi- 
cient representations without more complete information would it 
not be possible to have the military attache visit Honduras and con- 
duct a discreet investigation? Such an investigation by itself would 
tend to discourage Honduranean support of the bandits. 

.[Paraphrase.] According to unconfirmed reports General Cha- 
morro is now giving aid to Sandino through Martinez Funes, the 
Honduran Minister of War, for the purpose of rendering it more 
difficult to hold a free election in 1928. Although 1 suspect that 
these reports emanate from General Moncada and his supporters, 
the attitude of General Chamorro towards this Legation is now 
frankly uncooperative, and I do not believe it impossible that he is 
working through some of the bandit leaders to foment disorders. 
[End paraphrase.] 

Mimso 

817.00/6204 : Telsgram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in. Hondemss {Stmmerlin.)** 

, . . .Washtstcpton, December $8, IS^-^ p. iru 

4L The foBowisg telegram received from Managua: [H^ fol- 
text of telfigr^ Ife. 888, Deoemh^ 26, 11 a. m. pianM mpra.} 

la^ mo T^Ttessstjate of tbls were repeated on me a*"** data to 

toe Legatom to Ittcara^ as toleeiriun Ka 28 a 



452 FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME III 

The War Department has been consulted with regard to Munro’s 
suggestion, and Colonel Cruse, who is shortly proceeding to Central 
America as Military Attach4, will he instructed to endeavor to make 
an investigation at an early date. 

In the meanwhile the Department desires you to bring the allega- 
tions contained in the telegram from Managua to the personal attention 
of President Paz and make informal but emphatic repr^entations, 
impressing upon him the necessity for a more effective vigilance on 
the frontier and for Honduras to make every possible effort to prevent 
her territory being used as a base of operations by lawless elements in 
Nicaragua. 

Kellogg 


S17.00/6213 : Telegram 

The Mi/tiister in HonduTOs {SuTrynieTli/ri) to the SecTetary of State 

Tegucigalpa, December SO, 19^7 — 3 j>. m. 

, [Eeceived Decemlter 31 — 1 : 10 a. m.] 

. 84. Department’s telegram No. 41, December 28, Y p. m. President 
Paz stated to me today that these reports against the Minister of War 
and Pedro Pinel are false but that as an evidence of good faith on the 
part of his Government he will transfer the latter at once to another 
department; that no Honduranean official has asasted Sandino or any 
of his followers ; and that he will order a more effective vigilance on 
the frontier. He added that he has no objection to an investigation 
by the military attach^. The President stated further that he believes 
these and similar reports are concocted and disseminated by Hon- 
duranean and Nicaraguan Liberals. Kepeated to Managua. 

SUMMKRTJK 


817.00/5214 : Teleeram 

The Charge vrt Nicaragua {Mwnro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua [widate^. 

[Received December 81, 1927 — 3 : 01 p, m.] 

391. The following telegram was sent to the American Legation 
Tegucigalpa : 

“December 31, 10 a. m. Tour December 30, 3 p. m. You realize of 
course that the bandits whom Pinel has apparently been 
are Conservatives who have been giving almost as much trouble as 
Sandinoi The evidence against him seems sbrong and he bma brot^it 
increased suspicion on himself by the ridiculous reports which he 
has fumidied to his Government regarding alleged abuses by 
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patrols while di^ersing Conservative bandit groups. The Honduran 
Minister here iniorms me that Pinel is an extreme Nationalist and 
such a man would naturally sympathize with the Nicaraguan Con- 
servatives in the blood feud which now exists between the two parties 
in Nueva Segovia, especially as relations between party leaders on 
both sides of the border have always been very close.” 

Mpitro 


SI 7.00/15214 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Honduras (Stmmerlm) 

Washingpton, December SI, 19S7 — 7 p. m. 

44. Referring to telegram December 31, 10 a. m., from Managua.®* 
Department is deeply concerned over the situation in Nicaragua. All 
evidence received both from Munro and from American armed forces 
tends to prove that bandits in Nueva Segovia are receiving material 
assistance from Honduras. Department expects you to impress upon 
President Paz necessity for preventing this. Keep the Department 
informed by telegraph of whatever measures are tahen as result of 
your representations. 

Keixogo 

SALE OP MUNITIONS BY THE UNITED STATES TO THE 
GOVERNMENT OP NICARAGUA 


S17.24/169 

The Actmg Chief of the Di/oision of Latm American Af oik's {Morgan) 
to the Secretary of State 

Washington, January $, 19^. 

Deas Mr. Seoebtart: Mr. Tillinghast, of the National Bank of 
Nicaragua, called Mr. Morgan on the telephone from New York to say 
that the National Bank had received a telegram from President Diaz 
asking the Bank to act as agent for the Nicaraguan Government for 
the purchase of one thousand Springfield rifles and five hundred 
thousand rounds of ammunition and fifty Browning machine guns 
with one hundred thousand rounds of ammunition. 

Mr. Tillinghast asked Mr. Morgan whether the State Department 
would issue licenses for the export of this war material if it were pur- 
chased by the Bank of Nicaragua for the Nicaraguan Government. 

The Departm^t received on January 8, a note from the Nicaraguan 
Legation in W^hington ®^ requesting that a license be granted for 
the export of one hundred airplane bombs, three thousand rifles and 
five hundred thousand rounds of ammunition. I believe that the 

" See unclated telegram No. 891 from the Charge in Nicaragua, 

"Not prlntea. 
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rifles and ammunition referred to by the Nicaraguan Government 
are identical with the munitions to be purchased by the Bank of 
Nicaragua. 

Stokeubt W. Morgan 


81T.24/170 

Memorarndmt, ly the Acting Chief of the Di/oi^ of Latin A.meriem 
Affairs (Morgan) of a Telephone Comersaiion With the Vice Pre»i- 
deni cf the National Bank of Nicaragua (Tdinghast), Jarmary 4, 

im 

After consultation with the Secretary I telephoned Mr. Tillinghast 
that the Department would issue the license requested as soon as the 
shipment was ready to be forwarded. 

I informed the Nicaraguan Minister by telephone that the Depart- 
ment would issue a license for the export of the airplane bombs now 
at New Orleans and that the Department would in future issue licenses 
for the export of arms and ammunition consigned to tlie Diaz Govern- 
ment when such shipments were ready to go forward. 

SCtokelet] M[ohgan] 


817.24/148 

The Nicaragua/n Minister (Cesar) to the Secretary of State 

[Translation] 

Washington, February 7, 

Most Excellent Sir: Under the express instructions of my Gov- 
ernment I have the honor to address you in the following sense : 

After a long and unfortunate conflict for the maintenance of order 
and the institutions of the Eepublic, the Nicaraguan Government views 
its war materials considerably diminished, and it is therefore obliged to 
restore its stocks of such materials at the earliest possible moment, 
in order that it may be placed in a better future position to guarantee 
the national defense and the security of lives and property of its 
nationals and of foreigners. It therefore approaches your govern- 
ment confident that it will meet wiifi the same disinterested spirit of 
friendship which it has always found, and which has come to be 
proVeMal in the relations betw^ Nicaragua and the United States; 
and Vhi^h invariably has contributed to fortunate results for our 
coupt^; ' ' . ' ' . 

tii 'yi^;\>f the foregoing I teke liberty of expressing to you 
the desire of tl|e ii^icaraguan Goveii^^t to enter into, negotiations 
to secure waf m^rials; completing uSlil^r a purchase and sales 



OTCAEAGUA 


455 


contract with the United States Government, under conditions and 
terms similar to those stipulated in the agreement signed in Wash- 
ington the 14th of November, 1921 between Mr. Glenn E. Edgerton, 
Director of Sales, United States War Department, and General Emi- 
liano Chamorro, Minister Plenipotentiary of Nicaragua in Wash- 
ington.®* This contract contains terms and conditions of payment 
which the Government of Nicaragua would again be able to assume, 
confident that it would be able to comply therewith without default 
or delay, in the same manner as it did on the previous occasion, since 
these terms and conditions are within the economic possibilities of 
the country. 

The terms and conditions of the transaction would be as follows : 

(а) The Government of Nicaragua proposes to purchase 
immediately : 

3000 Krag rifles, 1898 model. 

600,000 cartridges for the above. 

200 Browning macliine guns, automatic rifle type. 

3,000,000 cartridges for Sie above. 

(б) The cost of this war material would be paid in installments in 
the following manner: 

$5,000 at the end of each month, the first payment to be made 
January 81, 1929, and the additional payments each month there- 
after until the account is settled. 

The Government of Nicaragua will pay 6% interest annually 
on the amount due. 

These materials are urgently needed by the Nicaraguan Government; 
but I am obliged to state that for the complete reorganization of 
the army, which my government has in mind to carry out as soon 
as the general situation of the country is normalized, larger quantiti^ 
and other clasps of war materials will undoubtedly be required. I 
therefore postpone until that time the amplification of the request 
which my government makes in this communication. 

As soon as the necessity of completing the national armament is 
met, through the benevolent, aid of the United States Government, 
the Nicaraguan Govemmeiit will unfailingly attain the end of assur- 
ing the most perfect conditions of peace and tranquillity within the 
Bepublic, these being the fountain of all progre» and well being, 
and surely the people and government of Nicaragua will thereby con- 
tract a new debt of gratitude toward the people and Government of 
the United ShMes. 

Itakefeto.1 Ara»^Amofio CfiSAS 

* See foreign BeknHon*, 1921, v<4. s, pjk 564 ft. 
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817.24/149 

The Secretary of State to the Nicaraguan Minister {Char) 

WASEaNGTON, February 18^ 1927. 

Sir: With reference to your note of February 7, concerning the 
desire of your Government to purchase certain arms and ammunition 
from the United States War Department, I have the honor to inform 
you that I am now advi^ by the appropriate authorities that the 
arms and ammunition listed below can be made available for sale 
to the Nicaraguan Government at the prices indicated : 


3.000 Krag Eifles, M 1898 at $6.00 each $18, 000 

200 Browning Machine Guns, M 1917 at $302.19 60, 438 

2.000 Bdts, Ammunition 250 rounds for Browning Ma- 
chine Gun at $1.81 3, 620 

3,000,000 Cartridges, Ball, Cal. .30, Grade 2 at $45.22 

per M : 135,660 

Total $217,718 


The above prices are f. o. b. point of storage, but do not include the 
cost of packing and handling which will be an additional charge. 

The War Department has no suitable Krag Rifle ammunition avail- 
able. It is understood, however, that the following manufacturers 
are in a position to supply ammunition for this rifle : 

Winchester Repeating Arms Company, New Haven, Conn. 

Remington Arms Company, Bridgeport, Conn. 

Peters Cartridge Company, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Western Cartndge Company, East Alton, HI. 

It is understood that the terms of sale would provide for the pay- 
ment of the full purchase price of the material delivered, with inter^ 
from the date of the contract at six per cent per smnum, delivery of 
notes of ttie Government of Nicaragua to be in denominations of 
$5,000 each, except the final note which shall cover the amount then 
due; payment of the first note of $5,000 to be made on January 81, 
3929, principal and interest, and one note on the last day of each 
month thereafter until the total number of notes together with interest 
is paid; the terms of sale hereafter to be included in a contract. 

, I shall be pleased to know at your convenience whether your Gov- 
erpmaut desires to purchase the arms and ammunition specified above 
on the terms herein set forth. 

Accept [etc.] 

. ' ) ■ > 1 For the Secretary of State : 

Robebt E. Qlcs 
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817.24/150 

The Nicaraguan Mimster {Cesar) to the Secretary of State 

[Translation] 

Washington, Februcary 19, 19^7. 

ExcEtiiENT Sm: I have the honor to refer to Your Excellency’s 
note dated February 18, 1927, in which you so kindly stated that you 
had been informed by the respective officials of your Government that 
it would he possible to sell to the Government of Nicaragua the arms 
and ammunition which are listed below, together with the prices 
therefor: 


3.000 Krag rifles, M 1898 at $6 each $18, 000 

200 Browning Machine Guns, M 1917 at $302.19 60, 438 

2.000 Belts, Ammunition, 250 rounds for Browning 

Machine Gun at $1.81 8,620 

3,000,000 Cartridges, Ball, Cal. .30, Grade 2 at $45.22 

per M 185,660 


Total $217,718 


Your Excellency mentions that these prices must be understood as 
f. 0 . b. warehouse and that they do not include the cost of packing and 
tran^ortation, which would be added to the costs above shown. 

It is also understood that the terms of payment will include an 
interest charge of 6% per annum upon the cost over the sale price of 
the above-mentioned materials, and to that end the Government of 
Nicaragua is obliged to give notes in the sum of $6,000 each, except- 
ing the last which will be for the amount of the balance remaining. 
The principal and interest on the first note shall be paid on January 
31, 1929, and the other notes shall be payable on the last day of each 
month, in each succeeding month, until the sum total of the cost plus 
accrued interest has been paid. In order that the sale of the above- 
mentioned materials may be made formal, a contract will be signed 
containing the foregoing stipulations. 

Acting under full instructions from my Government I may state to 
Your Excellency that the Nicaraguan Government accepts the terms 
and conditions hereinbefore mentioned ; and to carry these into effect 
I am ready to sign, on behalf of my Government, tiie respective pur- 
chase contracts and the notes or other instruments acknowledging the 
debt, for the amounts and in the form necessary. I therefore desire 
to inform Your Excellency that I wait only that you inform me that 
the above-mentioned documents are ready, before proceeding without 
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further delay to sign them in the proper manner and on behalf of 
the Nicaraguan Government.®® 

I have noted that the Department does not have ammunition 
for the Krag rifles but that certain factories in different places in the 
United States would be in position to furnish this ammunition.^ 
Assuring you [etc.] Alejandko Cesar 

8l7.24/ie2a : Telegram 

The Secretary of Stcete to the Mimater m Nicaragua {Eherhardt) 

Washingtoi^, April ^7, 19^7 — 1 p. m. 

77. The Nicaraguan Min ister states that his Government desires to 
purchase from the War Department 3 thousand Enfield rifles and 3 
million rounds of ammunition. Please consult with Mr. Stimson®* 
and Admiral Latimer and report by cable whether in your opinion 
it is necessary or advisable to make this sale at this time. 

Keexogo 


SX7.24A63 : Telegram 

The Mimster m Nicaragua (Elerhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managtta, AyrU •^8^ 19^ — 11 a. m. 

[Eeoeived 7:26 p. m.] 

118. Department’s telegram 77, April 27, 1 p. m. Advise against 
sale. Shipment could not reach here for several weeks, by which 
time either agreement will have been reached and arms unnecessary 
or it may be advisable to carry out general disarmament. Too many 
arms already in country and expense unjustified. Mr, Stimson and 
Admiral Latimer concur. 

EKBRHAIHYr 

ASSISTANCE BY THE DEPARTMENT OP STATE IN THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF THE NICARAGUAN CLAIMS COMOTSSION 


41T.00/261 

. The Charge i/n Nicaragua {Dermis) to the Secretary of State 

No. 3(® Manaota, NcnmrSter J85, 1S^6. 

. [Received December 9.] 

Snti fef wring to the third pwagraph of the Department^ tele- 
grafp No. 120, of November 22, 6 p. m., in regard to the formation 

“ The contract was signed Feb. 25, 1927. 

Col. Henry L. Stimson, personal representative of the President of the United 
States. 

** Commander of the Special Service Squadron. 

For terms of agreement reached, see ante, p. 345. 
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of a Mixed Claims Commission,®^ I have the honor to transmit here- 
with a copy of my letter of today to President Diaz together with 
a memorandum attached tiiereto of various conversations between 
the President and myself in regard to the Mixed Claims Commission. 

As soon as the law providing for the Commission is passed by Con- 
gress, the Legation will transmit a copy thereof to the Department. 

I have [etc.] Lawbbncb Dennis 

[Enclosure] 

The Am&rican CJuxrgS {Dennis) to President Dionz 

Managua, November B6, 19$6. 

My Dear Mr. PnEsmENT : Completing the memorandum of our con- 
versation of November 17, transmitted to you with my letter of the 
18th, I am enclosing a further memorandum embodying some of the 
points discussed with you in that conversation and further elaborated 
in subsequent conversations. 

I should greatly appreciate any corrections which you may see fit 
to make to this memorandum, in the absence of which I shall con- 
sider the impressions I have set down as substantially accurate. 

With the assurance [etc.] Lawrence Dennis 


[Subeudosure] 

MEiMOEANnUM OF CERTAIN PoiNTS DiSOUSSED IN INFORMAL CoNVEBSA- 
TCONS OF November ITtbc, 18th, 28rd anb 24th Between His 
Excellenot President Adolfo Diaz and the American Charge 
d’affaires, Mr. Lawrence Den]!HS 


1. With regard to the settlement of the claims arising out of the 
revolution of 1926 in Nicaragua, President Diaz discussed with Mr. 
Dennis the plans contemplated by the Nicaraguan Government for 
the determination of these claims and their subsequent payment. 
President Diaz understood, naturally, that as there would be many 
foreign claimants, this subject would be of special interest to the 
American representative. 

2. The Preddent expressed the desire that these claims be settled 
on a fair basis for the Government and the claimants. He therefore 
contemplated the creation of a Special Commission for the adjudica- 
tion of the dainB. This Commission, he thought, diould be com- 
posed of three members; one Ccaiservative, one liberal, and one Amer- 
ie^. It seemed highly desirable that these members, in addition to 
bdng reputable individuals, diould possess special competence for this 
work, but they heed hot be attemeys at law. For the technical part of 


"Tel^Tam not printed; It contained 
to fotm a Mixed Clats 9 s Ooa3Qi£aissioxi as 


the Bepartmenfs appaeoTal a xto 
pxevioojsay outUoed by tte 



460 FOBEIGlSr EELATIONS, VOLUME Hf 

the work it seemed necessary to have the services of an American, 
experienced in handling such matters. It also seemed desirable to 
give this American a special vote on the Commission in order to secure 
the maximum protection for the interests of the Mcaraguan Govern- 
ment. A foreigner, who was entirely detached from local influences 
and interests, would seem to offer the best guarantee of impartiality 
and fidelity to the interests of the Government. Two Nicaraguans, 
even of different parties and unquestioned honesty, might uncon- 
sciously favor reciprocally the interests of claimants to the detriment 
of the Government, the Liberal member favoring an excessive Con- 
servative claim in return for a corresponding concession and vice versa. 

3. Mr. Dennis expressed his concurrence in the views of the Presi- 
dent and offered the suggestion that, inasmuch as it would prove most 
costly for the Government to bring down to Nicaragua a thoroughly 
competent American for this temporary work, lasting probably not 
more than a year, it might seem desirable for the Government to seek 
the services of the present High Commissioner, Mr. Hill,»® who has 
had much experience with the settlement of claims in Nicaragua, and 
whose present employment with salary in this country would allow him 
to take on the extra duties of the new claims commission for a small 
additional compensation. Mr. Dennis thought that a suitable Amer- 
ican Claims Commissioner would cost the Government not less than 
$12,000 for a year’s work, counting his traveling and other expenses, 
whereas Mr. Hill would probably be glad to undertake the extra work 
for some $3600 for the year. Mr. Hill would also have the advantage 
of knowing conditions in Nicaragua better, by reason of his six years’ 
residence here, than an American, however expert otherwise, who came 
to the country for the first time. 

4. President Diaz stated that he felt that were a large salary or 
fee to be paid for the work of the American Commissioner, it would 
be preferable to secure another expert for this work, but that if Mr. 
Hill’s services could be obtained at only a nominal addition to his 
present salary, this arrangement would be indicated. 

5. With regard to the settlement of the amounts awarded by the 
Clain^ Commission the President expr^ed the belief ihat the only 
practicable way would be to issue bopds guaranteed by a second lien 
on the customs. This issue of bonds might be made <m more or less 
the same basis as that of the First Customs bonds es^cept that the 
Govermpent might enjoy the option of purchasing bonds for amor- 
tization at market prices at any time. Such purchases of bonds could 
be nlosl conveniently effected through the a^ncy of the Goverxanent 
owned) National Bank, which has special facilities therefor. 

6. Mr. Dennis saw no objection whatever to such a plan. 

“Boscoe R. ^ 
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7. The President stated that the necessary legislation for the pro- 
posed Claims Commission was now under advisement by the National 
Congress. 

417.00/263 

The Charge in Nicaragua (Dermis) to the Secretarg of State 

No. 310 Managua, Decerriber P, 19^. 

[Keceived January 6, 1927.] 

Sir: Referring to my Despatch No. 302, of November 25, 1926 in 
regard to the proposed Mixed Claims Commission, I have the honor 
to transmit a translation, made by the High Commissioner, Mr. Hill, 
of the law providing for this Commission as voted by Congress on 
December 1st. 

I have [etc.] Lawrence Dennis 

[Enclosure — Translation ] 

Lam Enacted, December 1, 1926, ty the Nicaraguam, Congress, Provid- 
i/ng for the EstabUshmenA of a Claims Commission 

The Sekaxe and House oe Dbfdties of the Eepubuco of Nioaraoua 

Heobee 

Akt. 1. There shall be established, with ite seat in the Capital of 
the Eepublic, a Tribunal or Commission of Claims, which shall hear 
and decide, without further appeal, all the claims for war exactions, 
requisitions and war damages to property which are unpaid and 
pending against the State from October 25, 1926 up to the date of 
the reestablishment of peace. 

Aier. 2. The Commission of Claims shall be formed of three mem- 
bers: one of the Conservative Party, one of the Liberal Party and a 
third shall be the Commissioner for the Department of State of the 
United States on the High Commission. The two Nicaraguan mem- 
bers shall be named by the Executive. 

Akt. 3. The decisions of the Commission shall be made by the 
three members, with the obligation that each one shall indicate his 
respective vote. The Commission will decide all matters by a ma- 
jority vote. 

Abt. 4. The Commission of Claims will decide all claims as arbi- 
ters. . 

Abt. 5. The Commission shall be installed in the Capital of the 
Bepublic within fifteen days after the reestablishment of peace. 
Within this period it diall issue its regoIatSons and rules of proce- 
dure. Five days after the issuance of these, the Commission will 
b^n to function. The Claims diall be presented in the form and 

*^ ,The Presld^t of Nioaiagua oa I>eecrQj)er & 1828, ordered the law to be car- 
ried out It was potOIahed in Jid Qaceta, No. Jf75, December 8, 1988. (dliOO/SOS, 
ZJQ.) • 
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with, the requisites required in the said regulations. Notice of the 
installation and copy of the regulations shall be published in the 
G-aoeta. 

For the purpose of this Article the oflScial date of the reestablishment 
of peace shall be the date publicly and oflScially proclaimed by the 
Executive. 

Abt. 6. Nicaraguan citizens and juridic persons and foreign citizens 
and companies shall have equal rights to present themselves before 
the Commission. Those who do not present their claims within six 
iriHTitbs after the installation of the Commission, will not be able to 
do so later and will lose the right to any indemnization either judicial 
or extrajudicial. 

Ajrt. 7. There shall be considered as Claims against the State, 
the exactions, requisitions and war damages caused by both parties 
in the civil strife of 1926 ; but the benefits of this law shall not accrue 
to either individual foreigners or foreign companies who have taken 
part in the revolutions in Njcaragua, or those who belong to coun- 
tries which have furnished arms to aid said revolutions. 

Apt 8. Each member of the Commission shall enjoy a salary of 
three himdred cordovas per month. 

Apt . 9. The Secretary of the Commission shall be a Nicaraguan 
named by the Commission and shall enjoy a salary of one himdred 
cordovas per month. The Commission may dispose of two thousand 
cordovas. per year for the office expense and expenses of investigation, 
upon which it may decide, and [«ZZ] in accordance with the dispositions 
of the Eegulations. 

Axt. 10. All the members of the Commission shall remain in the 
Capital and not he absent during office days except for duly justifiable 
cause. In case that any member shall persistently absent himself 
without cause or for any motive should become incapacitated for the 
fulfillment of his duties, the remaining members shall notiJfy the Exec- 
utive who shall proceed immediately to the appointment of the person 
to replace the negligent or incapacitated member. The newly ap- 
pointed member shall meet the requirements of Art. 2. 

Abt. 11. The functions ojE the Commission shall terminate within 
.one ye^ from the date ,of;:the ipstajlation,- Within this period all 
matters presented and resolved by the Commi^on shall be decided 
iuid published. ■ , : 

. .Akt. 10. The Executive shall piuyide the ftm^ neooasaiy to tnake 
.^e p^^e:^ to which the State sh4llh9cpme.obligid»d,by the deciwious 
l©f ,th^ Coping , .. ' ■ 

Albj?-,:^., The, Treasury shall be represented before the OommissicnQE 
by a lawyer named by the Executive to who[m] shall be giv^ the 
l^^l notifeft^ohs apdi hearings. This law^ ^hall tojoy a ualt^ 
of one hundred and fifty cordovas per month. 
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^ Abt. 14. The daims shall be presented to the Commission by the 
daimant or daimants personally or by a representative ■with power of 
attorney duly authorized by notary or by local civil judge, in the forms 
and with the requisites which the regulations of procedure of the Com- 
mission may demand. The documents on presentation and resolution 
shall be in [on] unstamped paper. 

Given [at] the session halls of the House of the Senate. 

Managua, 1st December, 1926. 


417.11 B 66/4 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua {Eberhardt) 

No. ^ Washington, May lit, 1927. 

Sir: The Department refers to your despatch No. 372, of March 
4, 1927,®* in which you stated that pursuant to the Department’s in- 
struction No. 196, of January 27, last,'® you suggested to the Nica- 
raguan foreign office that the law enacted by the Nicaraguan Legisla- 
ture on December 1, 1926, providing for the creation of a Mixed 
Claims Commission to adjudicate claims against Nicaragua arising out 
of the recent revolutionary disturbances in that country be amended 
so that the proposed Commission will have jurisdiction over personal 
injury daims. 

• •••••• 

In the circumstances, the Department would be particularly grati- 
fied if the law of December 1, 1926, should be amended so that the 
proposed Commission would have jurisdiction over personal injury 
daims. Therefore, the Department desires that you follow this mat- 
ter dosdy and energetically with a -view to obtaining the desired 
amendment. 

I am [etc.] 

F or the Secretary of State ; 

FhANOM Wunac 


417.11 B 66/8 

The Mvmter in Nicaragua (Eberhmdt) to the Searetary of State 
1^0.4^ Managua, 

[Received July 11.] 

honor to advise the Department that on receipt of 
its No. of May 14, 1927 (File No. So 417.11 R 56/4), by a personal 
visit the attention of the Foreign Office was called to my Note No. 70, 
bf, %.19^, a copy of which accompanied the Legation’s des- 

^Not printet. 

82^422 — toL 
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patch No. 372, of March 4, 1927, as enclosure No. 2,®<' there having been 
no **further developments” in the matter since the date of the above- 
mentioned despatcL 

The result has been a note from the Foreign Office, a copy of which, 
with translation, form enclosures number 1 and 2 with this despatch.®^ 
It may be noted that assurances have been given that at the next ses- 
sion of Congress an amendment of the law as indicated will be pro- 
posed with what would seem to be good prospect of ultimate success 
of the measure. 

This Legation will not fail to “follow this matter closely and ener- 
getically with a view to obtaining the desired amendment,” or to keep 
the Department promptly and fully advised as to the progress of the 
case. 

I have [etc.] Chables C. Eeerhabdt 


817.00/4916 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {EberTiardt) to the Secretary of Stai» 


Managua, June 24, 1927—$ a. m. 

[Eeceived 2:48 p. m.] 

157. By Presidential decree, September 4th has been set for elec- 
tions in the departments and districts where elections were not held 
in 1926 because of revolution.®* This affords the prior publicity of 
60 days required by law. 

The Claims Commission has been formed in accordance with plan 
outlined in Legation’s despatches 302, November 26, 1926; and 310, 
December 8 [P], 1926. Preliminary sessions have already been com.- 
mencedj regular sessions to commence July 1st. The salary of each 
member is $300 a month which Hill will receive in addition to his 
regular salary as High Commissioner. While President Diaz still 
feels that Hill tiiould be ultimately relieved from all duty here, he 
does not consider it opportune to make such change now, 

Sandino is reported to be committing still more audacious and 
vicious acts of banditry such as seems certain to result soon in an 
active expedition against him. 

Eestoration of Supreme Court is beijig delayed, Premdent Diaz 
being specially desirous in this vital matter of fir^ receiving through 
the State Department the helpful suggestions referred to in con- 
cluding paragraph of my 163, June 16, 4 p, m.®» 


372 and enclosures not printed. 

Bndo^es not printed. 

49, Jime 17, 1927. For test, pee deej^ateb No. 487, July i, 1927, 
from the Minister In Nicaragna, p..S54. » 

**Ante, p. 389, 
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Slf .06/4921 : ieiegraii 

The SecT’etcerp of Statd io fhe Mirdst&f’ in NicaTogua i^Eherhardi) 

WAStcdfGTON, Jv/ne 19^7^— € p. m. 

103. Department’s 101 of June 27, & P. last para^graph.^^ 
Colonel Stimson states when he left Nicaragua the plan for the 
Claims Commission was that the Nicaraguan Congress when it has 
been constituted and called into session shall authorize the creation 
of a War Claims Commission consisting of an American Chairman, 
a Liberal and a Conservative, and that the present Commission which 
is sitting now shall perform merely the work of collecting the claims 
and the evidence, tabulating them and turning them over to this other 
Commission for settlement. Moncada*' who was informed of this 
plan evidently still believes it is to be carried out as his representa- 
tive, Senor Morales, so informed Colonel Stimson on June 23. If 
any change in this program has been made the Department desires 
to be advised and also that you be absolutely sure to obtain the 
agreement thereto of Moncada and the Liberals. Cable reply. 
Urgent. 

KsixoGa 


817.00/4923 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eherhardt) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, Jume SO, 199)7 — ^ p. m. 

[Received July 1 — ; 60 p. m.] 

163. Department’s 103, June 28, 8 p. m. Plans for Claims Commis- 
sion as outlined are being followed. Their preliminary work has been 
to formulate and prepare rules of procedure, etc. Tomorrow they 
commence to receive and tabulate, upon completion of which (about 
December first) especial proceedings will be undertaken either by this 
Commission made permanent or by its successor, latter to be created 
by the law of last December as has been the present one, the law in 
either case to be amended to accord the American member of the Com- 
mission the veto power in the appointment of the Liberal member. 
Moncada was not consulted directly since he was absent from Managua, 
as he has been most of the time and is today ; instead, I saw the liberal 
[Directorate through Dr. Aguado to confer with Conservative Direc- 
itorate to make recommendations on this and other subjects. They 
iseemed divided amongst themselves and did nothing. Meantime Diaz 
'was besieged daily by scores of persons who had claims. It was 

•‘Anie, p. 4(^ 

** Gen. Maria Monca<iat formerly Minister of War and Marine in the 
jregime at Pnertd <At>ezag anbd oomnmider of flm liberal forces* 
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physically impossible for him to see them and a Commission was 
urgently necessary. Somoso, former secretary of Moncada and now 
acting jefe politioo at Leon, finally joined some 50 other prominent 
Liberals of that vicinity in recommending Arguello Cervantes for the 
position and I suggested that Diaz appoint him. There are a number 
of Liberals whom either Diaz or I would have chosen instead of Cer- 
vantes but Diaz was ready to name any man of their choice. This 
affair seems thus to be a development of the apparent split between the 
Leon and other Liberals. It is earnestly hoped that no change will 
be considered now. At the close of the preliminary work, about 
December, will be ample time. If a change seems desirable, I am 
sure that I can arrange this matter satisfactorily with Moncada if 
and when he next comes to Managua. 

Eberhakdt 


417.00/276 : Telegram 

The Charge m Nicaragua (Munro) to the Secretary of State 

% 

Managua, October S5, 19^—9 a. m. 

[Eeceived 1 : 05 p. m.] 

291. My despatch number 482, September 22.“ After further 
investigation I consider it very improbable that the Liberals would 
accept Arguello Cervantes as their member of the Claims Commis- 
sion, as Moncada and his chief supporters resent the fact his 
appointment was made without consulting them. They assert that 
they do not feel that the Commission as now constituted would assure 
fair treatment to Liberal claimants. I think therefore that it would 
be well to settle the future status of the Claims Commission as soon 
as possible and that the first step should be to surest that the Presi- 
dent appoint now a man nominated by the official representatives of 
the Liberal Party. I hope that I may soon receive the Department’s 
instructions in this matter. 

Monbo 


41^.00/276: Telegram 

The Actmg Seoretfm, of State to the OJmffe m Nieairagva (Mumo) 


[Paraphra^] 

T A- , , October ^$,19^7— e p.m. 

Ratoons telegram number 291, October 25, 9 a. m. 
to 

With ri^^ to the veto power of American member, Mimeada 
firmly mam tan^s 1^i,at,thjs should be carried put. He rr>«i>K jjirtfejTOd 
“Not printed 
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to have three American members on Claims Commission and that the 
Conservative and Liberal Parties he represented merely by attorneys. 
It was pointed out to him that such a procedure would be a consider- 
able departure from the method adopted in the past in similar cases. 
He replied that he would not insist on that but must insist on Ameri- 
can member having the decision, as the political members of the Com- 
mission would be swayed by political and family interests and would 
support claims higher than was justified. . . . The Liberal Party, he 
said, desires the Claims Commission to perform its duties in the 
most proper manner, that only legitimate claims be allowed, and 
those only in proper amounts. In view of this, Moncada would 
rather have a Claims Commission composed of three American 
members, but if such an arrangement is impossible he would accept a 
Conservative member and a Liberal member, provided the American 
chairman would have the deciding vote. 

The Department concurs in your opinion that the matter of the 
veto power should not be pressed if it can be avoided. It wishes 
your views in the light of Moncada’s position. 

Moncada was informed that the matter of the veto power would be 
held in abeyance pending further consideration, but that you would 
be authorized to suggest to Diaz that a Liberal member named by 
the Liberal Party be substituted for Arguello Cervantes. 

Oins 


417,00/279 : Telegram 

T7)^ GJm'gS in Nicaragua {Murro) to th^Seeretary of State 

MAiTAGtrA, November 18, 19S7—1 p. m. 

[Beceived 8 p. m.] 

313. The President will appoint Doctor Enoc Aguado as the Liberal 
member of the Claims Commission. I consider this an excellent 
selection. The choice was made from a list of three names presented 
by Doctor Carlos Morales.*^ 

I think that a measure giving the American member of th^ Clnims 
Commission the veto power could be pushed through' Congress but I 
stall feel that such a measure would be politically inexpedient and 
that it would be unnecessary in view of the high character of the 
Nicaraguan member [s] of the Commi^ion. The Nicaraguan mem- 
bers would of course take much more interest in the Commission’s 
work if they had a real voice in its decisions. 


"^rscraal of Gemral Moncada. 


Munko 
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417.00/280 : Telegram 

The Charge in Nicaragua {Mwnro) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, November 5, 19 ^ — ^ p. m, 

[Eeceived 8 : 50 p. m,] 

323. Aguado took office on the Claims Commission yesterday. 

Munro 


417.00/280 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in Nicaragua {Munro) 

Washington, November 10, 1927 — 6 p. m. 
186. Your 313, November 2, 1 p. m. and 323, November 8, 2 p. m. 
In view of appointment of Aguado, Department agrees with you that 
it is not necessary to give the American member of the Claims 
Commission veto power. 

EmLOOG 


417.00/282 : Telegram 

The Ghargi in Nioaragua iMwnTo) to the Secretary of State 

Managua, November 12, 1927 — 11 a. m. 

[Eeceived 1 : 30 p. m.] 

330. The President on November 10th issued a decree calling on 
aU creditors to file wi^ the Claims Commission all claims of what- 
ever nature against the Nicaraguan Government up to June 30, 1927. 

Munro 


417.00/282 ; Telegr^ 

The Secretary of State to the Charge i/n Nicaragua {Munro) 

Washington, Novernber 17, 1927 — 7 p. m. 
197. Your 330, November 12, 11 a. m. Inquire whether President’s 
decree of November 10 is intended to embrace only claims against 
Nicaraguan Government accruing from October 25, 1925 to June 30 
last.; Eeply by telegraph. 

Kellogg 


4j|7.00/288 : Telegrai)i 

The Charge in Nioaragua \Munro^ to the Secretary of State 

Managua, NovenCber 18^ 19^ — noonu 

[Eeceived 5:63 p. mu] 

837. Department’s STovember 17, 7 p. m. Althotigh the decree 
does not so state, Hill says that it is simply an amplifi(^tioii of the 
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1926 law creating the Claims Commission and therefore embraces 
only claims against the Nicaraguan Government accruing from Octo- 
ber 25, 1925 to June 30, 1926 He adds that provision could 

be made for any other claims in the law extending the power of the 
Claims Commission, to be brought up at the next session of Congress 
if it is considered advisable. 

Mtjnro 


417.00/282 ; Telegram 

The Seoretary of State to the Charge in Niearagva, {Mwvro) 

Washington, November SO, 19S7 — noon. 
210. Your 330, November 12, 11 a. m. Ascertain whether Claims 
Commission will pass on the claim of Charles Butters for any dam- 
ages which may have been caused to the San Albino Mine by bandits 
in Nueva Segovia subsequent to June 30 last.®* Report by telegraph. 

EjxAiOoa 


417.00/286 : Telegram 

The Charge in Nicaragua (Mwn/ro) to the Secreta^ry of State 

Managua, Deoerhber 1, 1927 — 11 a. m. 

[Received 1:87 p. m.] 

355. Department’s November 30, noon. The Claims Commission 
will be able to pass on claims for losses suffered after June 80, 1927, 
only after the passage of new legislation which will be recommended 
to tibe Nicaraguan Congress when it meets. 

Mt7N»} 

PROPOSAL BY PRESIDENT DIAZ FOR A TREATY OP AIAIANCB 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND NICARAGUA 


711.1711/6 

The Minister in Niowragua {Eherhardt) to the Seoreta/ry of State 

No. 359 Managua, Fehnuery SS, 1927. 

[Received Ifarch 14.] 

Sm: In compliance with the Department’s telegram No. 44, of 
February 21, 7 p. m.®* I have the honor to transmit herewith the full 
text of two notes, with translations, from Presideint Diaz in which 
there h^ been proposed a treaty of alliance, defensive and offensive 
between the XJnited States and Nicaragua. 

I hfeve [fe te.] Ohaihubs 0. EsaBHASDr 

No, 161, June 80, 1827, 2 p. m., feom tlie Mfatffifr ’ la 
Mcaraiua, p. 4S8. . " ’ 

“Not printed. 
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[Enclosure 1 — Translation 

The Nicaragwm Minister for Foreign Affairs (OuaA/ra. Pasos) to the 
American Minister {Eherhardt')’’^ 

Ifo. 4 Managua, February 19, 1927. 

Excellenot: Many are the misfortunes which Nicaragua has 
suffered during the past year and the months of the present year 
which have transpired, and great is the experience acquired by its 
people through these misfortunes whereby they are enabled to appre- 
ciate and determine the future of the Republic. A series of lament- 
able circumstances, of which it has been the lot of Your Excellency 
to be a witness, have placed my country in the gravest peril recorded 
in : its history, menacing its sovereignty, independence and eveiy 
institution which supported its social and political structure. In 
former times the quarrels of the parties, in which public opinion is 
profoundly divided, often have been the source of great misfortunes ; 
but although Nicaraguan differences have been manifested in more 
or less intense civil war, peace has always returned without the very 
bonds of the Republic being strained to the peril of its very exist- 
ence as an independent and Christian nation. 

In these sad days one of those unjustified conflicts has furnished 
the occasion for the Government of Mexico to display before the 
world its tendencies to intervene in this country. . . . 


Erom the consideration of these facts there has been imposed on 
my Government the necessity of giving attention in a substantial and 
immediate manner to the safeguarding of our independence by seek- 
ing a customary way in the international world, whereby weak 
republics guarantee their own existence through friendship and alli- 
ance with the strong. It is undeniable that the Great Republic, 
which Tour Excellency so worthily represents, was constituted in this 
hemisphere from the beginning of its independence to be the natural 
safeguard of the smaller countries which are beginning to develop 
their resources amid the accidents and dangers to which their weak- 
ness and the process of their development in the presence of <rther 
nations expose them. 

Hol^g this thesis, the policy of my Government, in so far as its 
fqfei^ relations are concerned, is based on the greatest confidence in 
the’ Gotvemment of the United States, and on the desire to strengthen 
more add idore its relations yrtth it, so as to strengthen our inde- 
ptodefide, safeguard our soverei^ty, and make ^le our institutioEB, 
and^at^e s^e tune, augment t^e economic resources, put our admp- 


"ITle tranatetlon revised. 

” note had be«i transaatted to t&e 

Legation’s td^tam No, 49, Feb. 20, 1927; hot print^ Da 
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istration in order, consolidate the public liberties, and banish the use 
of civil war as a means of settling differences of opinion of Nica- 
raguans in purely political matters. 

Inspired by these considerations, His Excellency President Adolfo 
Diaz has instnicted me to manifest to Your Excellency the desire 
that you make known to the Department of State the desirability 
for Nicaragua of concluding with the United States a treaty of 
intimate alliance, which woxild strengthen the bonds between both 
countries and which might give to the smaller the advantages of 
tranqudizing its existence in order that it might enter resolutely upon 
the road to positive progress. 

The geographic position of Nicaragua, with the possibilities of 
constructing through its territory a new interoceanic canal, makes 
it favorable for the investment of capital and the activity of Ameri- 
cans, and links it very closely with the destiny of the United States, 
which already has interests here, created by the Chamorro-Bryan 
Convention of 1914.^* My Government appreciates that it would be 
most desirable to establish de jure what time and history have created 
de facto between our two countries. Moreover, this appreciation of 
the matter in the form of an alliance has an antecedent most worthy 
of being taken into account. On December 1, 1884, General Joaquin 
Zavala, ex-President of the Kepublic, a Plenipotentiary of Nicaragua, 
and Mr. Frederick T. Frelinghuysen, Secretary of State of the United 
States of America, concluded a canal treaty,’’* article 11 of which 
reads textually: “There shall be a perpetual alliance between the 
United States of America and the l^public of Nicaragua, and the 
former agree to protect the integrity of the territory of the latter.” 

To my Government it appears that if an article were established as 
the backbone of the treaty expressly and formally guaranteeing the 
sovereignty, independence and integrity of Nicaragua it would be 
very useful to take advantage of the opportunity afforded by this 
same treaty to establish other points in which we would be afforded 
the means of obtaining resources for stabilizing our economic situa- 
tion disturbed by the present crisis and of commencing a pro^sdve 
movement of administration. We should also be able to take advan- 
tage of the same occasion to the end that peace mi^t be bound up 
in this operation with the exercise of a Government of otfder, founded 
on the vnll of the people, in order that it may occupy itself with the 
maintenance and promotion of its great interests. 

With the express instructions of His Excellency, President Diaz, 
I beg Your licellency to present to the Department of State the 
project which has been set forth in the body of this note, in order 

** irbe treaty was merer jperfected ; it was withdrawn trom the Saute Her. It, 
1886^ The IPngJish text is printed in S. I>oa No. 201, 60th Oong., 24 am., p. 4, 



472 rOBBIGN KBLATIONS, 1927, VOLUME III 

that, if the Department should think it opportune, we might com- 
mence the discussion of the details, the manner and the form of real- 
izing it as soon as is demanded by the painful circumstances of the 
grave crisis through which Nicaragua is passing. 

I avail myself [etc.] Caklos CuADjRA Pasos 

[Enclosure 2 — ^Translation ^^*3 

Tli& Nicaragucm Mimster for Foreign AffoAre {Guadra Pasos) to 
the Amerioctm. Mimster {Eherhardty^ 

No, 5 Managua, February ^5, 1927. 

ExCTUusNcjr: For the better study of the proposal which my Gov- 
ernment made to the Department of State in note No. 4 which on the 
19th instant I had the honor to address to Your Excellency, His 
Excellency President Adolfo Diaz has instructed me to put in concrete 
form the essential points which might be included in the treaty pro- 
posed in that note. 

It is the desire of my Government to conclude with the Government 
of the United States a treaty of alliance, defensive and offensive, for 
the safeguarding of the common interests of both peoples and for 
the enhancement of the friendship which happily has always existed 
between Nicaragua and the Great Republic of the north. 

The principal object of the said treaty will be the guarantee by the 
United States, as ^e greatest power of the continent, of the sover- 
eignty and independence of Nicaragua. 

The United States and Nicaragua will also guarantee, within the 
limits of their respective means, the rights created by the Chamorro- 
Bryan treaty, by virtue of which there was ceded to the United States 
the preferential option to construct an interoceanic canal through 
our territory and to install and use the naval bases mentioned in the 
said treaty. In return, Nicaragua would grant for a period of ninety- 
nine years, renewable for ninety-nine years more, all necessary powers 
to the United States to tahe measures and carry out plans with a 
view to assuring the efficacy of the reciprocal guarantees to both 
countries, which derive from the proposed treaty. 

It is unquestionable that public order in administration and tran- 
,^^ty in the national existence of Nicaragua, both of which ^ring 
fjrpip.a wise and impartial internal policy would be of urgent necessity 
for iacilitating the work of the United States in giuuranteeing our 
^^[epepd^ce, seeing that, as a general rul^ during the internal 
disordei^ there arise fatal occasions when the acts of other governments 

traniiation revised. 

"The views set forth In this note had previously been commnnleated oralty 
to Mr. Ebeiiiardt and transmitted to the Department in bis No. 

Jteb.- 20, 1927; not printed. 
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may endanger our own sovereignty. In view of this, Nicaragua, 
under the treaty, would empower the United States to intervene in 
order that there be maintained a constitutional government 
adequate for the protection of life, property and individual liberty 
which would have its origin in a vote of the people in a free election 
and to carry out faithfully all the obligations of our country which 
may derive from the new treaty and from the Chamorro-Bryan treaty, 
in so far as it refers to the opening of the canal and to the naval bases 
in which the United States is interested. 

It is likewise necessary to insure an uninterrupted predominance of 
a wise economic policy as a source of prosperity. My Government 
considers that out of the understandings on this occasion it could find 
means conducive to this end, and, consequently, would pledge itself in 
the treaty, by virtue of the obligation of the United States to guarantee 
our sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity, not to con- 
tract any financial obligation while the treaty is in force without the 
consent of the Government of the United States. Neither would it 
make any concession of its territory by sale or lease to any other 
power, nor consent to the creation of jurisdictions over its territory 
by any other government, nor would it perform any act which would 
tend to impair our own independence. 

These substantial bases of the treaty having been established, on 
which would safely rest the independence of Nicaragua, my Govern- 
ment Would desire to take advantage of the circumstances of these 
close relations with the United States for the purpose of deriving 
therefrom the advancement of our interests and the progress of the 
Republic. This could be facilitated by agreeing to annex, in the form 
of conventions, three statutory plans to the treaty under discussion. 
These plans would be; financial plan, plan of security and national 
tranquillity, and sanitary plan. 

Financial Plan 

For the purpose of developing the economic interests of Nicaragua 
and of obtaining the positive welfare of its people, and at the same 
time for opening up a field for the activities of American interests 
and those of other foreigners who might desire to reside in Nicaragua, 
a convention would be concluded with the United States on the 
following bases : 

Nicaragua would make a credit operation for the reorganization of 
its finances and for public works of positive prograas. For this oper- 
ation it would accept the advice of American experts who would be 
appointed by the President of Nicaragua on the recommendation of 
the President of the United States. Efforts would be made to obtain 
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a loan of $20,000,000, which would be used more or less in the folio whig 
manner: 

$7,000,000.00 for the refunding of the internal and external debts ; 

$4,000,000.00 to relieve the deficit caused by the debts and claims 
resulting from the recent revolution. These claims 
would be determined and appraised by a Mixed 
Commission in agreement with the Financial 
Adviser; 

$9,000,000.00 for the construction of the railway to the Atlantic 
and the founding of a loan bank, and for works of 
positive utilhy, among whidi we should enumerate 
the improving of our Army by the system mentioned 
later on. 

In order to be able to obtain such a loan under reasonable and easy 
conditions and to be able to facilitate the work of the rapid recovery 
of our prosperity, the Government of Nicaragua, in this convention, 
would engage itself; 

1. To appoint an American Financial Adviser, recommended by the 
President of the United States. The Government of Nicaragua in the 
matter of finances would follow the suggestions of this Adviser, like- 
wise in matters of the budget and in all appropriations which might 
have to be made in the different branches of the public administration. 

2. Adopting the same system under which the present Collector 
General of Cnstoms functions, the Government of Nicaragua would 
appoint a Eeceiver General of aU the revenues of the Eepublic. 

3. The Government would enact aU necessary measures jfor the 
expeditious functioning of the Adviser and the I^eiver. 

4. The Government would accept all recommendations of the Finan- 
cial Adviser for the improvement of methods of collection and 
disbursement of the funds of the State and for the creation, in case 
of need, of new taxes. 

5. The sims collected would be applied by the Eeceiver in the fol- 
lowing order : Payment of the costs of this service of collection, service 
of the debt, maintenance of the Army and the current expenses of 
the Government. Moreover, the Eepublic would not modify its 
custoEQs duties without the approval of the Financial Adviser. 

6. It would be understood that the costs of administration and 
supervison in no case should exceed 5% of the revenues of the Eepublic. 

JI?^e Convention could be f ()j* 30 years, probably the period for the 
cmcellation of the debt created by the loan, period would be 
specified in agreement with the Bankers, similarly its icenewal in 
oa^,new operations of credit should be undertaken. 

H is clear that the object of this Convention would be the improve- 
ment-pf 01 ^ {Situation through a>Ioan, the realization of which would 
be the det^?|C^ing motive of the oonventiop. 
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Plait for National SEOnRirr and TRAirQUiLLriT 

For the maintenance of order in the Eepublic and for the realiza- 
tion of constitutional guarantees in the exercise of our democracy, 
it is necessary that the Government be sustained by an army -well 
disciplined and composed of soldiers trained in the idea of the strict 
fulfillment of duty. With a view to obtaining the establishment of 
an institution adequate to this end, the Government would create a 
Chuxrdia Nadonat,^ organized and disciplined by a corps of oflScers of 
the United States Army. To this end a convention annexed to the 
treaty would stipulate that the Government of Nicaragua would agree 
to give the supreme command of this Guardia Naoicmal to the officers 
of a military mission who might be recommended by the President 
of the United States. The gucerdm would have the supervision of aU 
the arms of the Eepublic and would constitute its only armed force. 
When the training should have borne its fruits, the American officers 
would be substituted in the supreme command by Nicaraguan officers 
duly trained. The duration of this convention, considering the time 
for the possible formation of the first Army, would be for ten yeara, 
to be renewed for another ten years, if necessary. 

Sanitabt Plan 

To progress, we must promote the public health, in OJfder to have a 
healthy race capable of every activity and at the same time to be able 
to offer a safe and favorable field to useful immigration for the growth 
and development of the Eepublic. This would be done in a convention 
annexed to the treaty, the articles of which would be recommended by 
technical experts. The Government of Nicaragua would agree to 
entrust the direction of the work of sanitation to American engineers 
named by the President of the United States. 

The points treated in this note are supported by the considerations 
set forth in my note No. 4 to Your Excellency. I beg you to consider 
this note as an annex to that document. 

I avail myself [etc.] Gabios Ouadba Pasos 

tll.1711/1 : Telegram 

The Mifmter in Nioaragva {Eherhardt) to the Seorettery of State 

Managua, February 1^^—mon. 

[Eewived 7 ; 08 p. m.] 

55. Pull text of two notes propqring treaty went forward by today’s 
maih A r&um6 pf the jwoposal appears in Diaz’s press declaration 
today. Diaz laid these proposals before the Nicaraguan Oongreas 
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today where they instantly met with approval as they have already 
from leading Conservatives. 

Many prominent Liberals who have discussed the proposed treaty 
with me frankly favor the idea, providing their party interests are 
safeguarded. They intimate that, while there may be much criticism 
by Liberal leaders out of the country exploiting anti-American senti- 
ment and playing to the Latin American gallery, such criticism will 
not reflect the inner feeling of the Liberal party in Nicaragua as a 
whole, who after all want peace with guarantees. While they might 
as a matter of pecuniary [do] pride not wish to associate themselves 
openly with such a plan fostered by the Conservative Party they will 
view its realization with satisfaction if as it now appeare further 
revolutions will prove futile. A small delegation of the most prominent 
Liberal leaders is expected to go to Matiguas soon with safe conduct 
but imaccompanied by Conservatives to confer with Moncada ^ there 
and persuade him to enter into an arrangement with Diaz or abandon 
the revolution and allow Diaz to work out a solution. These Liberals 
desire to have the purpose of the contemplated mission kept from the 
general public for the time being. 

The wording of the communication proposing the treaty with 
respect to an American military mission for the organization of the 
national guard has led the commanding officer of the Marine guard 
to express dissatisfaction and the desire that the marines be considered 
for the work. Diaz states that in his request he did not have in view 
Any particular corps and that Army or Marine Corps officers would 
be equally acceptable for the mission. He feels very strongly however 
that in view of Latin American and Nicaraguan susceptibilities he 
tiiould while proposing all the provisions and guarantees of the Platt 
amendment ” not ask for a Legation guard or a Marine occupation 
force or anything that would appear to create a situation exactly 
similar to that in Haiti. He believes that with a treaty guaranteeing 
an adequate government and the assurance of American intervention 
in case of need therefor, the problem of public order can be solved 
by an ^erican military mission in full charge of the national guard 
and without the presence m the country of a Marine Corps detach- 
ment. He thinks the mission would provide effective American oon- 
trol of the armed Nicaraguan forces and would be more agreeable to 
Nicara^an pride and the critics of intervention to accomplish the 
objepts.inv iew by means of a military million like those aiding Brazil, 

Moncada, Minister of War and Marine in t&e Saeasa reatiae 
at^yerlo-IUab^s and commander of the liberal forces. resuoe 

stateaand 0»ba, signed May 2SS, MOS. 
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Chile, Salvador and other Latin American Kepublies than to achieve 
the same results through officers connected with a Marine Corps de- 
tachment more or less permanently in the country and not having the 
status of a military mission. 

Eburhabpt 


711.1711/2 : Telegram 

The Minister in Nicaragua {Eberhardt) to the Secretafry of State 

Managua, February ^6, 19^ — 9 a. nu 

[Keceived 12 : 55 p. m.] 

56. My 55, February 25, noon. Congress yesterday by vote of 45 
to 10, Conservative members being unanimous, gave President Diaz 
a vote of confidence on his proposed treaty policy. In spirited debate 
Liberal members opposed treaty, largely as of form. They were 
overwhelmed by the arguments of Cuadra Pasos, Government leader, 
whose remarks repeatedly met with storms of applause from the 
Assembly and the crowds outside. One of the strongest and most 
popular arguments in favor of the treaty was that Nicaragua needed 
such a treaty with the United States to save itself from Mexico. 
Eeference was also made to die representations of foreipi consuls in 
Managua ™ and particularly to the arrival of the BritiA war vessel 
to protect British subjects.’’* 

There is apparently great enthusiasm for the treaty among all 
people who are, irrespective of party, heartily tired of war. 

Ebessasdt 


7H.1711/1 : Telegrm 

The Acting Secretary of State to the JUrmt&r in Nicaragua 

(Eberhardt) 

Washington, February SS, p. m. 

47. Legation’s telegram number 65 dated February 26, noon. You 
should exercise every precaution not to encourage the Government 
of Nicaragua or the members of either political party in the belief 
that there is any likelihood that a treaty of that description will be 
acceptable to the Government of the United States. Even if the 
Department of State favored such a treaty, and no assurance can be 
given on this point, it is extremely doubtful if the Senate would give 

" ^ tel^pram No. 5. Jaa. 4, from tbe Mtaister la Nicaragua, p. 286. 

See aote No. 141, 28, from the Brituh Anibaandor, p. 814. 
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its consent to ratification. According to the understanding of the 
Department, President Diaz originated the idea of this treaty and 
submitted it to you on his own initiative. Should the Department 
find it necessary to decline to commence negotiations with 'a view to 
signing a treaty such as President Diaz appears to have in mind, it 
desires to avoid any possible charges in the future that President 
Diaz was misled or deceived regarding its views. 

Grew 


BOUNDARY DISPUTE WITH COLOMBIA 
(See volume I, pages 322 ff.) 



NORWAY 


STATEMENT BY NORWAY OF ITS PARAMOUNT INTEREST IN THE 
ISLAND OF JAN MAYEN IN THE ARCTIC OCEAN* 


857.014/36 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Norway {Swenson) 


No. 331 Washington, February 16, 19^. 

Sib: Witli further reference to the Department’s instruction No. 
297, dated August 25, 1926,* and the Legation’s reply No. 870, dated 
October 1, 1926,* regarding the Island of Jan Mayen, there is trans- 
mitted herewith for your information a copy of a letter dated Sep- 
tember 8, 1926, from Mr. Hagbard Ekerold.* 

It is stated that the Polarfront Company, of which Mr. Ekerold 
is President, has established two fox farms on unoccupied land, on 
the Island of Jan Mayen upon which Mr. Ekerold in 1922 had placed 
claim stakes in his name, and that this property is outside of the 
section previously claimed by Mr. Ekerold on behalf of the Norwe- 
gian Meteorological Institute. It is further stated that permanent 
structures have been erected on both farms, that employees have been 
sent there in charge of the work and supplied with provisions for two 
years, and that Mr. Ekerold has instructed his men to raise the 
American flag over each station. He also states that his representa- 
tives on the Island have been ordered by certain Norwegians con- 
nected with the operation of the radio station not to fly the American 
flag, and that they have made other representations in regard to the 
matter. 

In the Legation’s despatch No. 870 of October 1, 1926, the Norwe- 
gian Foreign Office, in referring to the note of the Norwegian Minis- 
ter at this capital, dated May 17, 1926,** forwarding the notice of 
the Norwegian Meteorological In^tute that it had extended its 
occupation to the entire Island of Jan Mayen, stated that there had 
been no occupation of the Island on the part of the Norwegian state, 
but that the recent activities of the Meteorological Institute had greatly 
increased Norwegian interests. 


’Oontiimed troin Wwsign Relationt, iSS6, v<fl. n, Rpi. S24-B27. 

p. seou 

• JMA, p. m. 

*Not iwlnted. 

“ jforeion Itetmom, lOfie; T<fl, n, p. 825 . 
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The Polarfront Company contends that the Island has heretofore 
been acknowledged as “terra nuUius,” that its occupation of a portion 
of the land is as valid an acquisition of property rights as those 
claimed by or on behalf of the Norwegian Meteorological Institute, 
and it is desirous of securing recognition and protection of its prop- 
erty rights. Mr. Ekerold has made inquiry of the Department rela- 
tive to the advisability of his sending a formal notice of annexation, 
in connection with which he desires to know whether he can be as- 
sured of the support of this Government in taking such action. 

It is the opinion of this Department that the interests of the 
United States are not of such a nature as to permit the considera- 
tion of annexation. But the Department is also of the opinion that 
there is no paramount Norwegian interest which would justify an 
annexation to the exclusion of the recognition and protection of ex- 
isting property rights of American nationals on the Island. 

There is enclosed for your information a copy of the communica- 
tion addressed to Mr. Ekerold in reply to his inquiry.® 

It is desired that you should inform the Norwegian Foreign Office 
that the Polarfront Company, an American corporation, has estab- 
li^ed two fox farms upon Ike Island of Jan Mayen and makes clftim 
to the land occupied. You should also bring tihie substance of the fore- 
going informally to the attention of the Norwegian Foreign Office and 
inform this Department by mail of the result of your action. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

Joseph 0. Grew 


867 , 014/40 

The Mimster m Norway {Swmson) to the Secretary of State 

^ 0 . 987 Oslo, May 5, m 7 . 

[Received May 17.] 

Sm: In reply to the Department’s instruction No. 881 of February 
16, 1927, wirii regard to the Polarfront Company’s claim on the Island 
of Mayen, I have the honor to enclose a translation of a note 
April 30, 1927 , from the Norwegian Foreign Office in which it is denied 
that Mr. Ekerold occupied land in his own name in 1922. The note 
also states that the Polarfront Company’s fox farms lie partly on 
land belonging to the Meteorological Distitute. 

I have [etc.] 


'Endostire not printed. 


LauBIIB SWBENTSOW 
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[Enclosure — Translation] 

The Norwegioai Mvnister fox Foreign A'ffas/rs (Lyleke') to the 
American Minister (Swenson) 

Oslo, April SO, 19^7. 

Me. Ministbr: With reference to my last note of the seventh ultimo 
regarding two of the fox farms established by the Polar front Com- 
pany on the Island of Jan Mayen, I have the honor to advise that the 
Norwegian Meteorological Institute asserts that when the Institute, 
as was stated in a note dated May 17, 1926, from the Norwegian Min- 
ister at Washington to the Department of State,* extended its occu- 
pation to include the whole of the Island of Jan Mayen, Mr. Ekerold 
was engaged in no other occupation on the Island than that which 
he undertook on bdialf of the Institute and which is dealt with in the 
note dated April 21, 1922, from the Norwegian Minister at Washing- 
ton to the Department of State.’^ 

As to the statement made in your note of the third ultimo to the 
effect that the fox farms in question lie outside of the area which Mr. 
Ekerold at the time claimed on behalf of the Institute, I must not 
fail to say that it is evident from investigations which I have had 
made that the fox farms lie partly outside and partly within that 
portion of Jan Mayen which, as stated in the above-mentioned note 
of April 21, 1922, was previously occupied by the Institute. 

With regard to the statement in your note that the fox farms in 
question are situated in areas where Mr. Ekerold manifestly placed 
claim stakes in his own name in 1922, 1 must advise that according to 
the results of the investigation conducted no such claim stakes have 
been seen, known, or previously mentioned. 

In concluding I have the honor to add that there has come to the 
Foreign Office no announcement from Mr. Ekerold of occupation 
in his own name of any part of Jan Mayen and, as far as is known by 
the Formgn Office, hfo. Ekerold has done nothing to assert title to 
such alleged occupation. 

I beg [etc.] IvAK JjtxxM 

887.014/41 

The Mwdeter m Norway (Swenson) to the Seoretary of State 

No. 1015 Oslo, /me 18, 1987. 

[Eeoeived July 6.] 

Sm: With reference to my despatch No. 708, of December 7, 1926, ■ 
regarding the alleged rights of Mr. Christnoher Bvensen Euud on 

•Voreign BtHaUont, r<a. n, p. S2S. 

’im., im, voL n, ^ 682. 

*Not printed. 
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the Island of Jan Mayen, I have the honor to report that the Storting 
has just passed a bill appropriating the sum of ten thousand kroner 
to Mr. Kuud as an equitable settlement in connection with his occupa- 
tion of the Idand in 1917. The appropriation is conditional on Mr. 
Euud and his creditors assigning whatever rights they may have on 
Jan Mayen to the Norwegian Government, and the Department of 
Finance is authorized to negotiate with the interested parties and to 
make payment upon reaching an agreement. 

I have [etc.] Laurtts S. SwiaisoN 

867.014/43 

The Mimster m Norway {Swenson) to the Seoretary of State 

No. 1043 Oslo, Avyvst 19B7. 

[Eeceived September 7.] 

Sie: Adverting to the Department’s instruction No. 353, of May 10, 
1927," with regard to the claim of the Polarfront Company to certain 
land on the Island of Jan Mayen, I have the honor to transmit here- 
with a self-explanatory note dated the twenty-third instant from the 
Norwegian Foreign Office in which tibe Norwegian Government reiter- 
ates its opinion that the Polarfront Company has no valid claim. 

I have [etc.] Laurtts S. Swenson 


[ Enclosure — Translation ] 

The Norwegian Minister for Foreign Avoirs {Lykke) to the 
American Minister {Swenson) 

Oslo, August £3, 19B7. 

Mr. Minister: In your note of Jime 3, 1927, concerning the claim 
made by the American company “Polarfront Company” to occupy 
a part of the Island of Jan Mayen, you stated that the area claimed 
by the company in question and wMch is alleged to have been found 
unoccupied on July 26, 1926, included that part of Jan Mayen which 
lies north and east of a direct line drawn from the northern part 
of North Lagoon on the northwest coast of the Island to President 
Eock on the southeast coast of the Island. 

In this connection I have the honor again to point out what I 
previously stated in my notes of March 7, 1^,» and April 80, 1927, » 
that the Norwegian Meteorological Institute has extended its occupa- 
tion to cover the whole Island of Jan Mayen and that notification 
thereof had been given the United States Government in a note from 
the Norwegian Legation in Washington dated hfay 17, 1^ » 

®Not printed, 
p. 481. 

^Foreign EelatUm^ 1926, vol. n, p. 826. 
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It is therefore incorrect when the Polarfront Company declared 
that it foimd the territory to which it lays claim unoccupied on 
J uly 26, 1926. The N'orwegian Meteorological Institute’s occupation 
of the whole Island was given visible manifestation among other 
things by the fact that the Institute placed annexation placards 
among other places by a house l 3 dng on the northern part of Jan 
Mayen — ^that area to which the Polarfront Company now lays claim. 
From the investigations which I have had made it appears that the 
Polarfront Company’s expedition before arriving at North Lagoon 
landed on the northern part of Jan Mayen, had been in the house in 
question, and must have seen the annexation placard. 

As regards the claim stakes which Mr. Ekerold, President of the 
Polarfront Company, alleges to have brought to the Island in 1922 
when he undertook occupation on behalf of the Norwegian Meteoro- 
logical Institute, I must reiterate that no such claim stak^ have been 
seen or known and nothing has been . previously mentioned about 
them. 

With regard to the boundary of the territory which the Polar- 
front Company claims to have occupied, I must advise that I have 
had new investigations made in the matter. From these it appears 
that the house and fox farm establislied by the Polarfront Company 
lie about due west from the northern shore of North Lagoon, while 
about 100 meters northeast of the house stands the placard put up 
by Mr. Ekerold, which designates the northern boundary of the 
territory occupied by him on behalf of the Norwegian Meteorological 
Institute. The placard is of considerable size and stands on a mound, 
so it is quite visible from the newly erected house. It has been ascer- 
tained that the sign has not been moved by any who have served 
Jan Mayen station after Mr. Ekerold. It must therefore be consid- 
ered proved that the Polarfront Company’s establishment lies within 
the area which Mr. Ekerold occupied in 1922 on behalf of the 
Norwegian Meteorological Institute. 

The steps taken by the Polarfront Company to occupy Jan Mayen 
thus indicate a violation of that right acquired by the Norw^ian 
Meteorological Institute, which as the rightful occupant of the Island 
is justified in taking the measures to maintain its rights. 

I beg [etc.] IvAB Ltxsx 
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PROPOSALS BY PANAMA TO MODIFY THE UNPERPECTED TREATY 
BETWEEN TRii! UNITED STATES AND PANAMA, SIGNED JULY 28, 
1926 ^ 

819 . 154/286 

The Pa/na/fncm TegoMon to the DepciTtmeKt of State 

[Translation] 

The National Government has reached the conclusion that for the 
needs of the country construction of the highways north of Alhajuela 
should be of a more economical type of roads than that stipulated in 
Article n of the treaty.^ To that end it makes the following proposal ; 
In order to clarify Article H: Within ninety days following the 
exchange of ratifications of the treaty the Government of the United 
States will deposit to the order of the Gk)vernment of Panama the 
sum of $15250,000 mentioned in the said Article, the latter undertaking 
on its own account the construction of the said roads with the maximum 
breadth of fifteen feet and it remains with the National Government 
to choose the type of roads most suitable for each section of the work. 
To obtain the amount necessary to complete the amount of the cost 
of the said roads the Government of the United States will lend to 
Panama the necessary cooperation and assistance. 

[Washington,] Jammry 6^ 1927. 


8 ie.l 54 / 2 S 6 a : Telegram 

Tha Secretary of State to ihe Mwist&r in Panama (Sottih) 

WAasmcaoN, Jammffy 19, 19jS7—l p. m. 

8. The Panaman GoTeroment appears to be disserfisfied with the 
assurance that ihe United States GoTemment will undertake, as soon 
as possible after the ratification of the treaty by both parties, the 
construction of the road from Colon to Puerto Bello or from Colon to 
Alhajuela, whichever the Government of Panama may prefer, expend- 
ing thereon the sum of $1,260,000., and that from the point thus 
reached the United States Govermnent will continue the construction 
of the road as soon as funds are deposited by the Sepublio of Panama 

^despondence, see Foreign ReHaUona, 1920, v<fl. n, pp. 828 ft 
4M 
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to the credit of the Panama Canal, using these funds as they accrue 
tintil the road program is completed. 

The Panaman (Jovemment considers this to be an advance of fun<k 
by the Panaman Government rather than a reimbursement of expendi- 
ture. Article II of the treaty provided that provisions shall be made 
for reimbursement by Panama for all costs of construction over 
$1,260,000. and that when such provision is made the United States will 
enter on the construction of the highways. Panama has never been 
wining to indicate what provision she was prepared to mate for this 
reimbursement but has stated that the Panaman Government cannot 
see its way to raise the amount which will probably be necessary to pay 
Panama’s share of the road construction. The proposal of the United 
States Government, described above, was intended to assist Panama 
by providing for the immediate construction of a part of the road 
which it was hoped would enable Panama to obtain the trans-isthmian 
highway at an early date with only a moderate amount of expense to 
Panama. Of course the Panama Canal cannot advance funds for the 
completion of this road until (1) provision has been made for reim- 
bursement, and this must be arranged by the Government of Panama, 
or (2) funds are advanced to cover the outlay made by the Panama 
Canal. 

The Panaman Government has now proposed to the United States 
that the following arrangement be agre^ upon : 

“Within ninety days following the exchange of ratifications of the 
treaty the Government of the l^ited States will deposit to the order 
of the Govenunent of Panama the sum of $1,260,000., the latter under- 
taking on its own account the construction of the said roads with the 
maximum breadth of fifteen ^t and it remains with the National 
Government to choose the type of roads most suitable for each section 
of the work.” 

The War Department has forwarded the text of this proposal to 
Governor Walker and he has been requested to state his views. 

[Paraphrase.] Although the Department would be loath to con- 
clude any agreement like the above altering the spemfications of the 
road and providing that Panama rather than the United States under- 
take the construction, nevertheless the Department of State would be 
prepared, if the War Department offers no objection, to make this con- 
cession rather than jeopardize the ratification of the treaty by Ruaama. 
The Department learns from the Panaman Legation in Washington 
^t it can eapect no action by the Congress of Panama unto a reply 
is received to this last proposal Kindly take up thm matter wiA 
Governor Walker and wire your carefully considered views as to 
whether the Panaman Assembly would feO to ratify the treaty if the 
United States should decline to make this further concession. [KwJ 
para^ihrass.] 


Kaunoo 
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819.154/237 : Telegram 

The Ministev in PcifnariM {South) to the Seoretasry of State 

[Paraplirase] 

Panama, Ja/rmary 19^7 — 9 p. m. 

[Eeceived January 22 — 1 : 30 a. m.] 

7. Department’s telegram number 3 dated January 19, 1 p. m. I 
do not tliinTr the course suggested in last paragraph would materially 
influence Assembly’s decision because opposition to treaty has been 
based largely on other reasons. Governor Walker concurs in this opin- 
ion, but can see no objection to changing road specifications or per- 
mitting Government of Panama to construct it. My personal belief 
is tiiat neither the military nor the Canal authorities are now especially 
interested in that type of construction. My feeling is that it would be 
only reasonable to agree to a cheaper and narrower road which would 
be amply sufficient for all traffic needs. I perceive no objection to per- 
mitting the Government of Panama to undertake the construction of 
the road . . . 

South 


711.192/294 : Telegram 

The Minister itn Pcmama {SoviK) to the Secretary of Stcste 

(Paraphrase] 

Panama, Jammry 19187—9 a. m. 

[Eeceived 3; 80 p. m.] 

9. Last night the Assembly unanimously voted to suspend con- 
sideration of the treaty until the President should have (he oppor- 
tunity to negotiate for changes which would completely satisfy the 
national aspirations. In the preamble of the resolution refer^ce 
was made to the popular opposition to the treaty and to the fact that 
the Senate of the United States had not yet considered the treaty 
although it was nearing the end of its present session. 

Yesterday the President and Foreign Minister informed me that 
they expected a further postponement of action by the Assembly. 
They did not, howeverj: intimate that the Assembly would virtually 
reject the treaty in its present form. The Assembly’s action, I be- 
lieve, is chiefly due to the Government’s fear of the political effect 
of insisting upon ratification at the pr^nt time. It is clear that 
the President has been intimidated by the agitation against the 
treaty. . . 


Somm 
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711.192/321 

MeTtioTQsidnjiafk Jyy iK& A-ctvnff Ohnsf of tJio Dvoision of LoMn A/moTioon 

Affcdrs {Morgan) 

[WASHnTGTON,] Jamiairy $8, 19B7. 

The Charge d’Aflfaires of Panama ® called, at my request in connec- 
tion with the Panaman Treaty. Since a letter was received this morn- 
ing from the War Department * saying that it had no objection to an 
exchange of notes for the purpose of clarifying Article II of the 
Treaty with Panama in accordance with the last proposal of the 
Panaman Legation, I told Mr. Chevalier that the Department agreed 
in principle to this proposal and would be willing to effect an ex- 
change of notes in the premises, the substance of the notes to read 
as follows : 

“In order to clarify Article H: Within ninety days following the 
exchange of ratifications of the treaty the Government of the United 
States will deposit to the order of the Govenunent of Panama the 
sum of $1,250,000. mentioned in the said Article, the latter undw- 
taking on its own account the construction of the said roads with 
the maximum breadth of fifteen feet and it remains with the National 
Govenunent to choose the type of roads most suitable for each section 
of the work.” 

Mr. Chevalier inquired whether he might inform his Government 
to that effect and I told him that if he thought it advisable he might 
telegraph his Government that the State Department agreed in prin- 
ciple to the suggestion of the Panaman Government and that the 
notes would be exchanged without delay. 

Mr. Chevalier then went on to say that, as was reported in the local 
press this morning, the Panaman Assembly had returned the Treaty 
to the Executive with a resolution to the effect that it did not fully 
satisfy the aspirations of the nation and requesting that further n^o- 
tiations be carried out with a view to having it modified. Mr. C!hev- 
alier had received a tel^;ram from his Government giving the text 
of this resolution of the A^embly but it did not state exariiy what 
provifflons of the Treaty were unsatisfectoiy to the Assembly or what 
changes they desired made. I asked Mr. Chevalier whether he 
thought the exchange of notes which we had in mind would clarify 
the situation and be sufficient to obtain the ratificarion of the Treaty. 
He said he thought not, that the main objeotion in Panama was 
rected against the Treaty as a whole and especially the clause provid- 
ing for an aUiance between Panama and the United States in time 
of war, and that it had been fomented by the vigorous anti-American 
campa^ in Latin America which had been so active during the last 

Tnaxt B. CSkeraUer. 

‘NotpctoteU. 
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few weeks. Mr. Chevalier was inclined to believe that his Govern- 
ment intended to delay returning the Treaty to the Assembly for 
the present in order to let popular opinion cool off and to let the 
people leam the actual advantages of the present Treaty over the 
Treaty of 1903.® In a few months the Assembly could be called in 
special session again, the Treaty could be resubmitted and would, he 
thought, be ratified without great difficulty, 

I pointed out to Mr. Chevalier that our own Congress adjourned 
on March 4, and therefore if llie Treaty had not been ratified by 
Panama before that date it could not be ratified by the United States 
until next December. Mr. Chevalier said that he thought this was 
of comparative little importance since he understood that once the 
Treaty had been ratified by Panama no serious objection was to be 
expected in the United States Senate and he did not think that s 
delay of nine or ten months in the exchange of ratifications would be 
harmful to the interests of either country. 

I told Senor Chevalier that if thie Treaty was to be held in abeyance 
for a few months and if, as it seemed possible, the Panaman Gov- 
ernment was going to make some further suggestions it would be 
better not to effect any exchange of notes until we knew all the views 
of the Panaman Government. To this Mj. Chevalier agreed. 

[Stokelet W.] Morgan 


711.192/308 

Memorm^amb l>y tJiek Chief of the Dwision of Latm ATtieriom Affairs 

(Morgcm) 


[Washington,] March jf, 1^. 

Doctor Alfaro * called for the first time since his return from Panama 
to discuss the treaty. He’ weht over the whole history of the negotia- 
tions explaining various contenticms of the Panaman delegates which 
had not been accepted by the United States. He said that, the Pan- 
aman Government had hoped that the new treaty would clear up the 
difficulties which had arisen between Panama and the United States 
through the difference in interpretation of the Treaty of 1908 but 
to toeir ^eat disappointmek the Panamans had found the Depart- 
k^t ' insisttog absolutely top the Aikrican inteipiot^ of the 
of 1903. The point? f>R Which the 'Panamans felt most keenly, 
^^toblishment of bohd^ ■v^airehouses in the Zkme, the wide 
of cpmmissary pJrivileges and the sale of supplies to ^ps 
traiuffitt^ ^6 Canal, had all bera insisted upon by tte Departmaat 

1904, p. 543. ' ! . . i- , ; J 

Dr. Blcardo J. Alfaro, Panaman Minister at ’Washington. 
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although in the opinion of the Panamans they were absolutely con- 
trary to Article XTIT of the Treaty of 1903. 

Mr. Morgan then went over with Doctor Alfaro the list of advan- 
tages accruing to Panama from the treaty which Mr. Morgan had 
drawn up some time ago and discussed them in detail with the 
Minister. Doctor Alfaro contended that some of these advantages 
were mer# acts of justice which the United States could not possibly 
withhold, others were reciprocal and the rest amounted to very little. 
In short, Doctor Alfaro said that the Panaman Commissioners had 
been greatly disappointed and dissatisfied with the treaty but that 
they had met with such a firm attitude in the State Department that 
they had finally, after two years negotiations, been confronted with 
the alternative of either signing the treaty as it was or going on 
without it tmder the Treaty of 1903 as interpreted by the United 
States. Thus they had nothing to hope for except the choice of two 
evils. Faced with this dilemma they had signed the treaty and then 
gone to Panama and explained to the people the situation telling 
them that in the opinion of the Government it woul^ be best for 
Panama to accept the new treaty, unsatisfactory as it was and unjust 
as it was to Panama, rather than to continue under the American 
interpretation of the TVeaty of 1903. However, much to the surprise 
of the Commissioners and the Panaman Government the people of 
Panama had absolutely refused to have anything to do with the new 
treaty saying that they gained nothing by it; that it put it out of 
the question that they should ever be able to improve their ocmdition 
or get what they considered justice and fair treatment from tbe 
United States. In short, if they signed it the country was hope- 
lessly ruined; they would prefer to go on with the Treaty of 1906 
struggling against the American interpretation thereof and still 
hoping for a fairer treatment some time in the future. Doctor 
Alfaro was particularly impressed by the fact that the merohantB of 
Panama, whom he had expected to favor the treaty, were ahnoet 
unanimously against it They did not feel that the companirively 
unimportant assurances granted them under Article IV anywhere 
near balanced the grave injustices done them in ooirBrming the right 
of the United Stat^ to establish bonded warehouses and to malm 
sales to riiips. Furthermore, they were very bitter at the wide exten- 
sion of the commissary privileges. Above all, Itoctor Alfaro said, 
the people of Panama had been much incensed at &e language of the 
treaty which they felt was not only unneofesarily harsh hut in some 
cases pracripO^ insulting to the Panampm people. They, fait, as 

the Ifk^gusge of the taesa^ was 
‘Grabbing it in . The Minister had a good deal to say about the 
otaafOate lssh^/rsfisympi^ the IMiti}- States Govsmineiid imd 
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the absence of any sign of a desire to show any friendship or help- 
fulness to Panama. 

Mr . Morgan then asked tiie Minister what the Panaman Govern- 
ment desired to do, what concrete proposal, if any, he had to lay 
before the Department. The Minister said that he had not worked 
this out yet, he wanted to discuss the whole subject with the Depart- 
ment and try to work out some plan together; he was 4)reparing 
a memorandum on the subject which he ho^d to lay before the 
Department in a few days. Mr. Morgan said liiat the Secretary 
was out of town for two weeks but that Mr. Morgan would be glad 
to have the memorandum and study it before the Secretary returned 
and then he and the Minister could take the matter up with the 
Secretary when the Minis ter had some definite suggestions to make. 

[Stokeubt W.] Morgan 

STATEMENT BY THE DEPARTMENT OP STATE THAT THE UNITED 
STATES DOES NOT INTEND TO SUPERVISE ELECTIONS IN PANAMA 

819.00/1398 * 

The Bepresentati/oes of the NaUoncA OodUtion Porrista Party to the 

Secretary of State ' 

Washington, Deoemher 19^7, 
Dear Mr. Secrbtarx: We the imdersigned, members of the National 
Coalition Porrista Party, of the Eepublic of Panama, have been com- 
missioned by it to lay before you and the American Government the 
present political situation in our country, and we respectfully invite 
your attention to a consideration of the following facts: 

The next general and Presidential election in Panama will take 
place August 5th, 1928. January 1st the Electoral Grand Jury, four 
of the five members of -v^hich are selections and partisans of President 
(fiiiari, will convene, and be in session for ten days, for the purpose 
of naming election officers for the said election for the entire Eepublic. 
Preceding the election there is or should be a general registration of 
the citiims who are eligible and desire to vote at that election. 

We and the leaders, bfficials and members of our party have reason 
to believe that those citizens' opposed to the Chiari Government and 
the’Chiari candidates will not be permitted to enjoy a fair and free 
eI«:tion, that they vs^ be derived of their civil rights, and that the 
will of the pe^le irill be Rifled and suppressed. 

The-foihief and present acts' and utterances of j^olfo Chiari, 
and aMtociate leaders' of his party, indicate that the forthcoming 
electimt »a i not be feirly conducts. Ihe treatment accorded by 

^ t^ Swretaijr ot state to Dec. 15* 1927, ty ex-Preddtot Beitaoio 
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the Government to its political adversaries, and the abuses already 
increasing in number, further shows that they can not expect to enj^ 
their political rights in the approaching campaign and at the next 


ClCUuJLUXJ.* • I 

The members of our party, composing 80% of the eligible votere 
of our country, ask for no favors at that election. Their appeal ana 
only request to you and your Government is for the assurance th^ 
you favor fair and honest elections in our country ; that they wi 
so held and conducted and that you will exercise your influence an 
power, and in every way meet your Government’s obligations, to 
that end, and that you will let it be known, and especially in Pan- 
ama, as did President Koosevelt in 1908, under somewhat similar 
circumstances, that fraud will not be tolerated and that no President 
chosen by fraudulent methods will be recognized by the Government or 


the United States. 

We would call your attention to the fact that the present Govern- 
ment of Panama, which is making so determined an effort to continue 
itself in power, has recently, and in violation of the Constitution of 
the country, changed the electoral law by eliminating the provision of 
identification, a safeguard against repeating at the polls, and also 
the right of appeal of citizens who may be unlawfully denied regis- 
tration or deprived of rights they have under the law to the Courts 
of the country. Such appeal now must be made to the election officers 
appointed by President Chiari and his associates. The object wd 
purpose of the repeal of those two very important and long existing 
provisions is obvious to any one. 

We do not ask for or desire intervention or anything like it Our 
main object and purpose, and we believe it is also your desire, is to 
avert the necessity of or occasion for that very thing. But *>roe 
kind of positive declaration on the part of the Unit^ States, and 
perhaps surveillance or supervision may be necessary in order to 
guarantee and give the people of our country a fair and honest election, 
and a peaceable one, and thus avert disorders and such serious con- 
ditions that they may lead to intervention. 

If the present Government of Panama is not planning and in- 
tending to commit fraud on a big scale at the said next etootion, and 
if President Chiari and his associates believe they have the confidence 
and support of a majoril^y of ths Panamanian people, they will not 
oppose our request for assurances by and, guarantees from your De- 
partment and Government to the effect ihst such deotion will be free, 
honest and fair, and that the President muet be chosen without rseort 
to abuses and f^udulmiit methods, other^ries he will not be reoeguked 
by the United States. . ' ^ . 

For the puzx>oee of showing our reason for ooming to you with, and 
our belief in the result of, our appeal to you in this matter, may wa 
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n.n(1 the about 10,000 of our citizens who have sent their written and 
signed petition to you through your Minister in Panama, Mr. South, 
cite Article 136 of the Cbnstitution of Panama, and call your atten- 
tion to that part of it whereby your Government assiunes the 
obligation of preserving Constitutional order in our country, which 
provision was placed in it at the special request of your Government. 
That obligation, we r^pectfuUy contend, carries with it the duty 
to prevent or check the causes or conditions that may lead to violations 
of the Constitution and consequent disorders; and also to guarantee 
the civil rights of our people as provided in that Constitution. 

Article 136 of our Constitution, is as follows : 

“The Government of the United States of America may intervene 
in any point of the Republic of Panama, to re-establish Public Peace 
and Constitutional Order, should same nave been disturbed, in case 
that, in case of public tr^ty, that nation should assume, or should 
have assumed, the obligation to guarantee the independence and sov- 
ereignty of the Republic.” ® (l^ch a treaty was enter^ intOj and 
tire United States assiuned that very obligation; and it is still in 
force.)® 

Also, in 1908, when conditions in our country were very similar to 
those now existing, though perhaps not so threatening, or, serious as 
they will be later on, and especially should the said requested guar- 
antees be not given, or be refused to us. President Roosevelt addressed 
the following note to Secretary of War Taft relative to the then 
existing political and election situation m our country; 

“You are instructed to say to President Amador that the Govem- 
pvmt of the States vnU consider any attempt at fraudadeni 

methods and tn reftise a large number of the people the opportunity 
of casting thtir votes in the presidential elemons, os on ^ whieh 
constiIntS disturbance a£ the public peace, whidi, according to ^e 
Constitution of Bmi^a,. calls for interv^tion, and that this Gov- 
ernment wUl not (dl^ me Gov&rvmemi of Panama to “pass into the 
hands of any one eleoM in such a manner 


The honorable pcdicy of your Government, as formulated, declared 
and put into force by that President of your country, who was so 
beloved and whose memory is now so revered ly all our countrymen, 
tas by youra, stands unimpUjgned and unrevc^ed. May we hope 


Qt theJJonpwIng traiMslaJ^ text;, from Fore^ 19H 562, 678: 

of tte TMtM Stated AmerKa iaay mtesTOoe io of 

Panama to rel^stabR^ pabUc peace and eonjtttatjtonsl order la 


thfJr tetog disturbed, i®ovided that that nattoo eh«n, by pabUe 
obHgatlcm oi gtiaranti6e% the todepeodoaoe 

afflttsev&rettewtyroetMsJlepaMle.” . 

United states airfthB Eejw^ of Panama tar 0» 
CMarSeflon of a sMp canal to connect the wkife of the AHeotte and Paddc 
Oceans, i^ed Nov, 18, 19Ce, Foreifm HelaHons, 1904, p. 648. ■ 
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your Government still respects it, and will now not hesitate to reaffirm 
it. In the interests of democracy, of fair and honest elections, and of 
good government, is not that policy one of the best guarantees your 
Government can give, adopt or follow, and applicable as well to your 
country as to ours! 

That is all that we have come to you to ask. Is it too much ! May 
we hope you will not refuse it to us. 

In conclusion, may we say that we and our friends in Panama, and 
the at least 80% of the people there for whom we speak, and who are 
now anxiously awaiting your answer to our and their appeal, are 
not revolutionists, nor even interventionists; that we believe in and 
want to live under a reign of law and order; that we are, have always 
been, and desire to continue to be friends and admirers of your 
wonderful people and prodigious and powerful nation; that we trust 
in your sense of faim^s and justice; and that we want to co-operate 
with you in every way that will be for the good, benefit and pros- 
perity of our country and the credit and honor of yours. 

With great esteem, and thanking you for the audience you have so 
graciously accorded us, we remain [etc.] 

Buzsabio Pobbas 
J. A. Jnsivm 


810.00/1406 

The Panaimm Minuter {Alfaro) to the Beoretary of State 

tXnMlaUoB*] 


No. 878-0 Washingtok, Deeember 15^ 

Exokuubnot: Pursuant to instructions from my Government, 1 
b^ Your Excellency kindly to inform me whether the policy out* 
lined by Secretary of State ISihu Boot in his notes of Beceniber 4, 
1906,“ and February 21, 1906,“ and by Secretary of War William H. 
Taft in his instructions to the Qovemmr of the Canal Zone, Mr. 
Magion, on April 26, 1906,” continues to be the/ polk^ of the Gor- 
emment of Your Exc^ency in connection with the qne^on of inter- 
vention by the United States in the internal affairs of the Bepublic 
of Panama. 

My Government is especially interested in obtaining item the Gov- 
ernment of Your Excellency w express statement on this point at 
the present moment 

^ coEpieaeioo [etc.] 


It 

m 


ei 


Wmram 




B. 3 . Ajuraao 
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819.00/1408 

The Secretary of State to the Pa/nama/n MMster {Alfaro) 

Washington, December 1927. 

Sir: I have received your note No. 373-D of December 15, 1927, 
inqtiiring, pursuant to instructions from your Government, whether 
the policy outlined by Secretary Root in his notes of Decem^r 4, 
1905, and February 21, 1906, and by Secretary of War Taft in his 
instructions to the Governor of the Canal ^ne, Mr. Magoon, on 
April 26, 1906, continues to be the policy of the United States Gov- 
ernment in connection with the question of intervention by the 
United States in the internal affairs of the Republic of Panama. 

> Tn reply I am pleased to inform you that the policy outlined in 
the ccanmunications referred to above continues to be the policy of 
this Government. As stated in substance by Secretary Boot, the 
primary duty to maintain order and to enforce the election laws 
devolves upon Panama. As between the two parties, the United 
States will maintain absolute impartiality and will not, directly or 
indirectly, lend support to any candidate for president or other 
office. The United States will, of course, carry out its treaty obliga- 
tion guaranteeing to maintain the independence of Panama, and will 
exercise the treaty right to maintain order in Panama, Colon and 
the territories and harbors adjacent thereto but it does not intend to 
supervise the election in Panama. Of course, it is the earnest wish 
of the United States that there should be a free, fair and honest 
election in Panama, as such elections are necessary to the peace and 
prosperity of the state, but the United States cannot assume the 
primary obligation of supervising the election. 

I am ^closing herewith an extra copy of this communication 
which.! have the honor to request you to be so good as to transmit 
to Doctor Belisario Pprras in reply to the letter and memorandum 
which he left at the interview which he had with me in your pres- 
ence on December 15. 

Accept [etc.] Frank B. Ekcxoqo 


819.00/1401 

Doctor BeluMo Porras to the Secretary of State 

New Tobk, DeaemSb/er (85, 19S^. 

vii/ v! '! [KeoeiTed Dee^ber 29.] 

Mt Dear Me. Sbcretaht: Agreeably to Tour Ezcellenoy’s requeBt, 
Poctor Alfaro, the Minister of Panama, bas bcausmltted to ma Tour 
Excellency’s note of December 23rd in reply to Doctor Al:&ffo% iaquiiy 


“* Memorasdnm not printed. 
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respecting the policy of the United States Government as to American 
supervision of the Panaman elections of 1928. I note from Tour 
Excellency’s communication that it was also intended to serve as a 
reply to the letter and memorandum which I had the honor to hand 
to Your Excellency on December 15th wherein I asked the United 
States Government on behalf of that branch of the Liberal Party, 
which I represent, to give assurance and guarantee to the people of 
Panama free and fair elections in 1928. 

It is with deep regret that I have to point out that Your Excellency, 
in his note to Senor Alfaro, did not see fit to meet the issues posed 
in my said letter and memorandum, except by a curt declaration that 
the United States “does not intend to supervise the elections in 
Panama.” 

Your Excellency’s statement that “the primary duty to maintain 
order and to enforce election laws devolves upon Panama” is a matter 
of common understanding. It is, however, equally a matter of gen- 
eral knowledge that the United States Government has on four sep- 
arate occasions considered that it shared with the Republic this duty. 
Irrefutable evidence adduced in my memorandum to show the actual 
existence of similar conditions to warrant such action on the part of 
the United States Government next year was entirely ignored in Your 
Excellence’s reply. 

It is, naturally, to be supposed '“that the United States will main- 
tain absolute impartiality, and will not, directly or indirectly, lend 
support to any candidate for President or other office.” That the 
“United States will carry out its treaty obligation gnaranteeing to 
maintain the independence of Panama, and will exercise the treaty 
right to maintain order in Panama, Colon and the territories and 
harbors adjacent thereto” is to be expected in view of the nature and 
logical implications of the international servitude imposed by the 
Hay-Bunan Varilla Treaty ** upon the Republic of Panama via a vis 
the United States. 

The expression by Your Excellency of an “earnest wish that there 
should be a free, fair and honest election” in Panama next year is 
most laudable, but, it is hardly more than a pious vow which might 
be appropriately formulated in respect to elections in free democracies 
everywhere. It is, I beg leave to say, Mr. Secretary, slightly leas them 
the people of Panama feel they have a right to expect of the Nation 
which created the R^ublic of Panama and whi<di exercise in respect 
of it, by virtue of treaty and the Panaman OomNdtution, the right of 
intmrventicm whenever, in the judgment of the Amerioan authoritiee, 
such interventimi appears indicate by the exigencies of American 
intereets in the Gaiml 2!one. 

“ OoBven^ sisaed Mot. 18, 1908, bjr Jdm Hay ft» tlw Onited Statae and 
PimtEve Baxnu TarlUa tor Panama, JMiOkm, 1904. n. 648. 
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The expression of the just mentioned wish, promptly qualified by 
the statement that the United States “cannot assume the primary 
obligation of supervising the election” lends itself only to the inter- 
pretation that the party in power in Panama is at liberty to disregard 
Your ExceUenqr’s wish and conduct the elections exactly as it pleases 
and may find to its advantage. Possibly the United States might 
view wi^ concern or regret a failure on the part of the Panaman Qov- 
enunent to respect Tour Excellency’s wish, but, it is significant that 
Tour Excellency leaves no doubt that the holding of free, fair and 
honest elections in Panama is not a matter about which the United 
States Glovemment is disposed to do more than express a wish. 

This reserve in regard to the burning issue of the moment in Panama, 
and possibly a question of life and death for hundreds of people in that 
country, as a similar issue has proved in Nicaragua, is in striking 
contrast with the forthright words of President Eoosevelt in his 
instruction to his Secretary of War, the Honorable William H, Taft: 

“You are instructed to say to President Amador that the Government 
of the TJmted States tmll consider my attempt at fraudnilmt methods 
and to refuse a large m^ber of the people the opj^rtunity of casting 
their votes in the presidential elections, as m act vMoh constntvtes 
disturbance of the public peace, which, according to the Constitution 
of Panama, cadis for mtervention, and that this Government wiU not 
adorn tJ^ Government of Panama to pass into the hands of any one 
elected in such a manner.” 

Coming down to more recent times one can only be struck by the 
marked dissonance in tone between the mere expression of a mild wish 
for fair elections in the Republic of Panama, over which the United 
States exercises the indubitable right of intervention, and the r ing ing 
pronouncements of His Excellency the President of the United States, 
and also of his Special Representative, Mr. Stimson, in respect of the 
obligation and determination of the United States to ensure fair 
elections in Nicaragua, even though it be with the aid of some 2600 
Marines and at the cost of hundreds of lives. The contrast is all the 
more sin^ar as American intervention in Nicaragua to insure fair 
elections is founded on no authprizataon of treaty right, or provision of 
either the American or Nicara^an Constitutions. As a matter of 
/fact, the express stipulations of either document would seem to inhibit 
% exercise of political sovereignty by military fwcee of the United 
StateSi in Nicaragua in the manner now being .followed, especially 
iwhen one considers that there has been no dedaretion of war by the 
/Government, nor any act of Congress authoriaing the use 
of .tl^4»^can forces for the pacification of Nicaragua. Ik the case 
of Panama, however, there is both Treaty and Constitirtional authority, 
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as "well as numerous precedents for the American supervision of the 
elections in that country. 

A careful analysis of Your Excellency’s note would seem to show 
that the United States Government now proposes to exercise its right 
of intervention in Panama only if and when public order in that 
country is disturbed in a manner to cause the appropriate American 
authorities to recommend such intervention. This means, that, should 
the elections be unfairly held, and fraudulent methods be used, and 
should Panaman citizens, victims of such practices, patiently accept 
the results and endure the conditions so imposed upon them, the 
United States Goveriunent will view the entire proceeding with 
equanimity and perceive therein no ground for its intervention. On 
the other hand, shoxdd such eventualiti^ not be submissively toler- 
ated, and should an outraged citizenry have recourse to the only means 
available to an oppressed people for the redress of their wrongs and 
their liberation from a tyrannous minority government founded only 
on force, the United States Government will only interest itself in 
the situation when and if conditions of positive disorder have arisen. 

This has been more or less the course of American policy in the 
recent history of Ni^ragua, where American intervention was only 
made after a long period of civil war and when one party was on 
the eve of triumph, whereupon the intervening force of the United 
States was used to stay the onward march of that party and sustain 
in power its adversary against the vigorous protest of Vice-President 
Sacasa, the head of the Liberal Party. It would seem, Mr. Secretary, 
that if American intervention has in the event of civil strife ultixnately 
to be the end and portion of the Isthmian Bepublics, under Prraident 
Coolidge’s newly announced policy of disooura^uog revolutions in 
these countries, that intervention might better be preventive and not 
merely corrective, or really, as it is in Nicaragua, punitive of a con- 
siderable element of the people. In other words, Mr. Secretary, it 
would appear that if the United States proposes not to allow the 
people in the Central American Bepublics in general and Panama 
in particular to right their political wrongs and resist intolerable 
abuses in the way that free peoples in all ages and climes have done, 
then the United States, eepeoially in Panama, should take adequate 
measures to ensure fair eleoticms, without which a democratio form 
of government cannot eadst, and thereby remove the fundamental 
oanse of such disorders. 

May I respeotfulfy submit, Mr. Secretary, that to tell the Panaman 
people that the United States Government is hot raqwnsible for the 
mamier in which the Panaman Government conducts its elections, but, 
that the United ^tes Government will notallow the Panaman people 
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to resort to force to correct a situation which, is not otherwise remedi- 
able, is tantamount to forcing an oppression on them whenever a 
regime in power in their country does not conform to the standards of 
free republican Government. 

I hope, Mr. Secretary, that Your Excellency will believe me, when 
I assure you, that it is farthest from my desire to raise the ^ecter of 
revolution for my coijntry. I have undertaken merely to bring to the 
attention of Your Excellency’s Government throu^ this note and my 
previous notes the inescapable logic of the political situation of my 
country in its peculiar relation to the United States. The question is 
not one for legalistic sophisms. The issues are vital, human problems, 
the solution of which can only be reached if the Government of the 
United States recognizes the obligation to guarantee to its ward, the 
Fanaman Bepublic, what President Coolidge declared in his speech 
of last April the United States Government proposes to encourage in 
Central America, namely, the orderly succession of governments by 
means of fair elections. 

The rights of the United States in and over Panama are indi^utable 
and inevitable. We do not pretend to question them. We merely wish 
to assert that where there is a right there is an obligation; if not ex- 
press, then implied ; if not legal, then moral The United States Gov- 
ernment cannot assert a right to intervene in the polit[<»I affairs of 
Panama and supervise its elections only when and as it may suit Amer- 
ican convenience, without thereby assuming the moral obligation to 
see that political fair play and free elections are always observed by 
Panaman Governments. It was a due recognition of tihis moral obli- 
gation which unquestionably impelled President Eoosevelt to lay 
down the doctrine set forth in the above extract from his instructions 
to Secretary of War Taft, which resulted in one of the most peaceful 
elections and satisfactory governments in the history of Panama. It 
now remains to be seen whether that lofty statement of policy;' by 
President Eoosevelt is to be upheld by Your Excellency’s Government 
or repudiated. Moreover, as a matter of self-interest, Your Excel- 
lency’s Government should feel a vital concern over the maintenaxuse 
of free republican institutions in Panama. 

With the foregoing considerations in view, I desire again to invite 
your Excellency’s attention to my letter and memorandum above men- 
tioned to the end that steps may be taken by the United States Gov- 
ernment to ensure the holding of free and fair elections in Panama in 
1928 , 

With great esteem, I am [etc.] 


BnmsAHm Pobkas 
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RESERVATION BY THE UNITED STATES OF RIGHTS REGARDING 
RADIO AND RAILROAD CONSTRUCHON IN PANAMA 

819.6166 T 61/- 

The Mimster in Pmama {Smtk) to fhe Seoreta/ry of State 

No. 1301 Panama, Jasma/ry 19S^. 

[Eeceived February 1.] 

Sir: I have the honor to report that a contract has recently been 
signed by the Panaman Government and Mr. Henry Blair, represent- 
ing the Tonosf Fruit Company, a subsidiary branch of the United 
Fruit Company established according to the laws of the State of 
Delaware. According to the terms of this contract, which will soon 
be presented to the National Assembly for its consideration, the Tonosf 
Fruit Company will establish at the port of Tonosi in the Province 
of Los Santos a port similar to the one maintained by the United 
Fruit Company at Almirante. The Tonosf Fruit Company will 
expend large sums in construction work in the Tonosf Valley. This 
work will include the erection of a concrete wharf capable of accom- 
modating steamers drawing as much as 26 feet of water, oil storage 
tanks with a capacity of 60 or 60 thousand barrels of crude oil, and 
the construction of a 60 or 70 kilometer railway line, with a steel 
bridge across the Tonosf River. A large number of dwelling houses 
will also be constructed to house the four or five thousand laborers 
who will be employed by the Company. A large village similar to 
that already erected at Almirante will thus be established in the Tonoef 
Valley. 

Extensive irrigation work including the construction of a dun in 
the upper Tonosf River will be undertaken. This irrigation work 
is necessitated by the annual dry season on the Pacific side. After 
full development about 16 or 16 thousand hectares with an annual 
production of about four million stems of bananas will be under 
cultivation. 

The banana cultivation at Tonosf will be sufficient to load at least 
one steamer a week. Developments which the Tonosf Fruit Company 
contemplates involve an expenditure of from 8 to 12 million dollars. 

Mr. Blair informs me that the United Fruit Company is anxious, 
through its subsidiaiy, to establish large plantations on the Paclfio 
coast of Panama because their production on the Atlantic coaiet, par- 
ticularly in the Bocae del Toro District, is rapidly declining. The 
United Fruit Company has large areas of reserve banana lands in 
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other countries but desires to continue buaness in Panama where its 
relations have always beeu so satisfactory with the Government. The 
United Fruit Company has already carried on extensive explorations 
in other parts of the Republic of Panama in an attempt to find other 
r^ions suitable for large scale agricultural developments. 

The text of the Tonosi Fruit Company’s contract is transmitted 
herewith in clipping from El Tiempo of January 14th.“ 

I have [etc.] J. G. South 

819.6156 T 61/1 : Tdegram 

The Minister in Panama (South) to the Seoretary of State 

Panama, Febrmry IZ, IQST—ll a. m. 

P^ceived 6:20 p. m.] 

16. My despatch 1301 of January 25. Article 12 of the contract 
with the United Fruit Company now pending before the Assembly 
would authorize the Company to establish such radio, telegraph and 
telephone stations as it may consider indispensable for the service of 
its plantations at Tonoa. [Paraphrase.] This appears to be a direct 
violation of the existing arrangement between the United States and 
Panama regarding wireless control. It is my belief that a protest 
should be lodged with the Panaman Government to prevent the estab- 
lishment of a dangerous precedent even if the Department after 
being properly consulted should be disposed to permit the Fruit 
Company to erect a wireless on its new plantations. Immediate 
instructions requested. [End paraphrase.] 

South 


819.6166 T 61/1 : Telegram 

The Secretary of Staste to the Mwister in Panama (South) 

Washinqton, Febrmry lW~t p. m. 

7. Your 16, February 12, 11 a^ m- You are instructed to make an 
immediate protest, pointing out to the Panaman Government that 
the proposed Article 12 of the contract which grants the ccunpany 
the right to establish- radio telegraj^hic stations within the territory 
of the Republic violates the. existing arrangement with the United 
States set forth in Presidmtial Demree No. ISO, August 29, lOlA** 

Ehuumo 


^®Not printed. 

"^^Foreiffn Bela>Uons, 1914, p. 1051. 
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819.6156 T 61/4 : Telegram 

The Minister in Panoma {South) to the Secretary of State 

Panama, February 17, 19^—10 a. m. 

[Received 2:53 p. m.] 

21. The Tonosi contract was approved by the Assembly yesterday. 
I handed a note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday after- 
noon requesting a definite statement that any concession granted to 
the Tonosi Fruit Company for the erection of wireless station was 
subject [to] existing arrangement with the United States as em- 
bodied in the decree of 1914, and further requesting that similar 
statement be conveyed to the company. He seemed willing to fur- 
ni^ such a statement and promi^ a formal written reply in the 
near future. I have also obtained from the local representative of 
United Fruit Company a written statement recognizing that the 
company is “specifically bound with respect to any wireless station 
in Panama” by the agreement of 1914. [Paraphrase.] Governor j 
of the Panama Canal in a further letter to me states that he does 
not desire to object to the construction of the Tonosi railroad. He 
feels, however, that the attention of the Government of Panama 
should be invited to the fact that the concession of the Panama Rail- 
road Company gives the company the exclusive right to construct 
railways on &e Isthmus of Panama. In order to safeguard the 
interests of the United States in the future it might be advisable for 
this liegation to present a note to the Government of Panama set- 
ting forth that the failure of the United States to protest in this 
case should not be regarded as a relinquishment by the Panama 
Railroad Company of any rights claimed under its concession& 
Instructions desired. [End paraphrase.] 

Socrm 


81.9.6166 T 61/4 : Talegrta 

The Secretary of State to the Mmster in Panama (South) 

Washinckcon, February 19, 19Ft---4 p. m. 

8. Your 21, February 17, 10 a. m. Please present note as 
suggested. 

ExUiOOQ 


'H. L. Walktt, also preetdent of tbe Panama Bailroad Ckuapany, 
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819.6156 T 61/6 

TTt& Minist&i' in PcBncmud (^South'} to the S&crotwty of 8toi& 

No, 1833 Panama, February £1, iW. 

[EecaLved March 4.] 

Sir: With reference to my telegram of February 17th, 10:00 M. 
and to the Department’s reply of February 19th, 5: 00 P. M., I have 
the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a note which was delivered 
today to the Panaman Foreign Office regarding the railroad conces- 
sion embodied in the recently approved contract with the Xonosi 
Fruit Company. 

I have [etc.] South 

tEndosare] 

The A-tneriocm, Minister (^South) to the P ct/nxnmosn, Minister for 
Foreign. Affairs {Alfaro) 

[No. 566] Panama, February ^1, 1927. 

ExcELLEiNcr: With further reference to the concession granted 
by the Government of Panama to the Tonosi Fruit Company, I am 
instructed to inform Your Excellency that my Government has ob- 
served that the concession authorizes the construction by the Fruit 
Company of a railroad for the service of its agricultural undertak- 
ings and also for the use of the public. 

While the Government of the United States is not disposed to 
object in this specific case to the construction of the projected rail- 
way hne, I am instructed to inform Your Excellency that the fact 
that no objection is made to the granting without the consent of the 
United States of the concession referred to is not to be considered 
as in any way indicating that the United States Government relin- 
quishes any of the benefits enjoyed by the Panama Bailroad Com- 
pany under Article 2 of its concession of 1867.“ 

I avail myself [etc.] [File copy not signed] 

819.6166 T61A1 

The Minister in Panama {South) to the Seeretory of State 

No. 1413 Panama, May IJj^ 1927. 

[Received May 27.] 

Sib : Referring to my despatch No. 1833 of February 21, 1927, en- 
closing a copy of a note sent on that date to the Panaman Foreign Of- 
fice regarding the railroad concession embodied in a contract between 
the Panaman Government and the Tonosi Fruit Cmnpany, I have the 
honor to transmit herewith a copy, with tran^ation, of a note dated 
April 27, 1927, from the Acting Secretary of Foreign Relations 

“For text ot article 2, see memorandum on railroad constmetion. & 604. 
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acknowledging my note and stating that it is the opinion of his Gov- 
ernment that the 1867 concession cannot be interpreted as having 
conferred the exclusive right to build railroads on the Isthmus and 
that the right should be understood as limited to railways between 
the Caribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean under Article V of the Hay- 
Bunau Varilla Treaty.^* 

The monopoly rights of the Panama Railroad Company for the 
construction of railroads on the Isthmus have long been differently 
interpreted by the Governments of the United States and Panama 
and have been the subject of voluminous correspondence between the 
two Governments without an agreement being reached. As the subject 
is not covered in the memoranda on the history of diplomatic relations 
between the United States and Panama prepared in the Division of 
Latin American Affairs in 1924,*“ an outline of the attempts at railroad 
construction in Panama and their relation to the monopoly rights Jj 
the United States and the Panama Railroad Company has been pM 
pared by, a member of the staff of the Legation and is transmitted 
herewith. 

I have the honor to request the Department’s instructions as to the 
answer which should be made to the Acting Secretary’s note of April 
27, 1927. Inasmuch as a thorough exposition of the contentions of 
the Government of the United States was made in the notes of the 
Legation to the Foreign Office in 1919, 1920 and 1921 relating to the 
so-called Hyatt conc^ion, as indicated in the enclosed memorandum,*^ 
and inasmuch as the note of March 8, 1921, does not ever appear to 
have been answered by the Foreign Office, it is respectfully suggested 
that I be authorized to inform ^e Acting Secretary that the views 
of the Government of the United States have not changed and to refer 
him to the Legation’s note of March 8, 1921. 

I have [etc.] J. G. Sooth 

tBndoffurd t— Trsntlation] 

Th6 Pamomm Aoiing Minister for Foreign Affairs {Morales) to 
the Ameriocai Minister {Souih) 

S. P. No. 804 Panama, April 157, 19t7. 

Mb. MrmsTBB; I have the honor to refer to Your Excellenoy’s 
courteons note No. 566, dated February 21st, last,** in which you state 
that the fact that the Government of Your Ezoellency does not make 
any objection to the oonceesioin given to the Tonoaf Fruit Company 
to construct a railroad in the province of Loe Santos, **i8 not to be 
considered as in any way indicating that the United States Govern- 

’Ifertien tBOi, n 64& 

“Not stinted. 

* See soft, in. fits ft. 
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ment relinquishes any of the benefits enjoyed by the Panama Rail- 
road Company under Article 2 of its concession of 1867.” 

The opinion of my Government with respect to this subject is 
that the concession given to the Panama Railroad Company by the 
Republic of Colombia in 1867 cannot be interpreted as having con- 
ferred the exclusive right to construct railroads in all directions 
on the Isthmus of Panama. Such concessions must be understood 
as being limited to railways between the Caribbean sea and the 
Pacific ocean, in the same terms as were accepted by the Government 
of Panama in Article 5 of the Hay-Bunau Varilla Treaty. 

I take [etc.] Rioabdo A. Morales 


[Enclosure 2] 

Memorand/um oni Badroad Oonstruotion a/nd Monopoly BigJids of the 
TJmted States and the Panama BaUroad Compam/y 

MoKOfousno PttOTisioNs OP Panama Sailboad Compant Concession 

The contract between the United States of Colombia and the 
Panama Pailroad Company made in 1867 to last for a period of 
ninety-nine years completely superseded the prior contract made in 
1860. By the terms of the 1867 contract, the Panama Bailroad Com- 
pany was granted monopoly rights for the duration of the concession 
corering (1) the construction of any railroad on the Isthmus of 
Panama and (2) the establishment of any carriage roads across the 
Isthmus. These two exclusive rights were granted, respectively, in 
Articles U and V of the concession. These articles are as follows, in 
the original Spanish of the concession: 

The true translations of the articles appear to be those given 
below : 


^^AxnoLB n 

The Government of the ^public binds itself, during the time that 
the exclusive privilege which is conceded to the Company for the 
working of the railroad remains in force, not to construct for itself, 
nor to concede to any person or company, by any title whatever, the 
power to establish any other railroad on the Mhmus of Paiiana 
and it ftl^ stipulates that, while the said privilege continues in 
f(^^, the Government shall not have the power of undertaking for 
itself, nor permittmg any nerson to undertake, without the concur- 
renCe and consent of said Company, the opening or working of any 
ma^time canal which may unite ’flie two oceans across the 

ihe west of the Ikm of Gape Tiburon on the Atlantb 
^d P<^t Garachm^ on the Pacific. But it remains stipulated that 
me nght w hich is conceded to the Com^^y to give its consent does 

Allan Dawson, third secr^ary odC the ^ 



PANAMA 


506 


not extend to its opposing the construction of a can^ across the 
Isthmus of Panama (except on the actual route of the railroad itself) , 
but only to its exacting an equitable price for such privilege, and 
as indemnification for the damages which the Railroad Company may 
suffer by the rivalry or conmetition of the canal. 

If the sum which may be demanded by the Company shall not 
appear equitable to the Government of the United States of Co- 
lombia, then it shall be fixed by arbitrators in New York or Panama, 
one to be named by the Govermnent and the other by the Company, 
and in case of their not agreeing the two shall name a third, whose 
decision shall be without appeah 

In pronouncing their decision the arbitrators shall take into con- 
sideration the grounds upon which the Company rests, and the in- 
formation whiai the Government shall give upon the matter, and 
in view thereof they shall decide without appeal as they may deem 
most just and equitable. 

The sum, whatever it may be, which shall be finally desigioated, 
diall belong one-half to the Railroad Company and one-half to the 
Government of Colombia.” 

“Axnam V 


During the whole term of this privilege the Company ^all have 
exclusive right to establish across the Isthmus of Panama within the 
zone indicated in Article Second, any class of carriage-roads what- 
ever, from one ocean to the other. The Colombian Government binds 
itself not to undertake for itselt nor to permit any other company 
or person to undertake within said zone any other carriage-road, either 
macadamized, or of plank, or of any other class suitame for the use 
of wheeled vehicles, between the two oceans across the Isthmus of 
Panama. It being neverthele^ well understood that the privilege 
of which this artide treats cannot and must not in any manner pre- 
vent the construction of any kind of roads in a direction distinct 
from that expressed, nor the completing, preserving, and improving 
of roads already existing, or which are actually wing constructed 
on said Isthmus.” 


The contract made in 1867 was modified by contracts made in 1876 
and 1880 and by amendments agreed upon on August 18, 1891, but 
none of the modifications affected Articles 11 or T. 


OommicAnoN or Mokopolt ParmaoB Dubiko Coloicbiak Rfionci 

The first question regarding the monopoly granted in Article U 
of the 1867 concession appears to have arisen in 1881. Under date of 
Januazy 25 , 1881, the Departmental Government of Panama con- 
ceded to Joe 6 Augustin Anmgo the right to build a streetcar ^TStem 
in Panama Gty. The Panama Railroad Oompuoy protested that 
nndsr the terms of its concession the Government could not concede 
each a ri|^ Its contention was confibrmed by the Senate of Pleni- 
potentiariM of the Sovereign States of Colombia in a resolution dated 
May 14, 1884. This decision sustained the Panama Railroad Oom- 
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party’s ntonopoly riglit to construct railroads on the Isthmus. It 
may be found in 19-C-X3, 4 and 5, Old French FUes, in Ae Leg^ 
Library of the Canal Zone but is probably not available in 
Washington. 

Acqtjisiixon bt the United States of the Panama Rahhoad 

COMPANT 

In accordance with the provisions of a Concessional Act “to pro- 
vide for the construction of a canal connecting the waters of the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans” approved June 28, 1902,*® the rights, 
real property, etc. of the New Panama Canal Company, including 
all the capital stock of the Panama Eailroad Company held by the 
latter, were purchased by the United States in 1903. By this pur- 
chase the United States obtained possession of about sixty-nine 
seventieths of the Panama Railroad Company’s stock. 

Reuesvant Pbovisions of the Hat-Bunah Varilia Teeatt 

By Articles VTTT and Xim of the 1903 Treaty for the construction 
of a Ship Canal, negotiated between the United States and the Re- 
public of Panama, the United States acquired all the pr^ent, future, 
and reversionary rights that Panama, which had succeeded to Colom- 
bia’s sovereign power on the Isthmus, might have in the Railroad 
concession. These two articles of the treaty are as follows: 

By Article V of the 1903 treaty the United States acquired in 
perpetuity a monopoly for the construction, maintenance and operetion 
of any canal or railroad across the Isthmus, The wording of this 
article is : 


Reiattonshif of the Untied States and thf. Panama Raiuboad 

COMPANT 

The United States has exercised dose control over the Panama 
RailroadUompany since purchasing the greater part of its stock. The 
Governor of the Panama Canal is also the President of the Railroad 
and the officers and directors are chosen by the United States and the 
two enterprises are accordingly coordinated. There is not, however, 
any foimal agreement between the Govermnent of the United States 
or die Canal Zone and the Railroad. None of the Acts of Congress 
and Executive Orders dealing with the Railroad seem to have 
the- delation »between the American Government or the Atwal 

"32 Stat 481. 

** IPor &^ BelaUortg , 1904, p. 543. 
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and the Eailroad, or to have enunciated any policy for the conduct 
of the latter. The Panaman Government has at various times ques- 
tioned the legal status of the Railroad. For an outline of this phase 
of the subject see Miss Atcherson’s “Outline of the General Legal 
Status and the Incidental Activities of the Panama Railroad Company, 
Part I, General Legal Status” dated February 8, 1924, of which there 
is a copy in the Division of Latin American Affairs.®* 

First Attempt of Foreign Capital to Secure Concession 

The first occasion to question the right of Panama to grant a con- 
cession for a railroad without previously consulting the United States 
or the Panama Railroad Company apparently arose early in 1907. 
A bill granting a railway concession from Panama to Chiriqui to a 
Britidi syndicate was introduced into the National Araembly. On 
being informed by Minister Squiers of the proposed concession, the 
Department replied on January 4, 1907 by telegraph; “Your telegram 
in regard to Chiriqui Railway Concession. Of course Panama cannot 
grant any such concession without the consent of the United States. 
Ascertain and report facts fully.” The National Assembly closed 
its ordinary session without acting on the bill and the Secretary of 
Foreign Relations assured the Minister orally that the President had 
no intention of granting the concession in question. 

Construction of Teamwat Ststek 

In 1910, a project for the construction of a tramway system in the 
City of Panama and its surroundings was formulated and discussed 
by the promoters with the President of the Panama Railroad Company 
who was also Chairman of the Isthmian Canal Commission. License 
for the Panama Tramways to operate in the Canal Zone was issued 
on December 6, 1910, and the concession of the Municipality of Panama 
was not made until June 21, 1911. While formal permission to con- 
struct the part of the street railway which was to be in Panaman 
territory does not appear actually to have been granted by the United 
States Government or the Panama Railroad Company, the granting 
of a lioense for operation in the Canal Zone was in effect such a grant 

Dzrus Concession 

In 1910 the Balboa and Pacific Estates, Limited, a British corpora- 
tion controlled by a Herr Dziuk and other German capitalists, applied 
for a conoesmon from Panama for the construction of a narrow gauge 
railroad in tba Darien region. The Department, through the Charg6 
d’Affairee ad interim, su^^ested a modyScation in the proposed con- 


Not printed. 
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tract. The modification was incorporated in a second draft of the 
concession which was formally approved early in 1911. In the final 
contract, the concessionary was given an option to construct any 
branches deemed necessary for the development of the enterprise upon 
written application to the Executive Power for permission to begin 
to locate such branches. 

Shortly after the concession had been granted, the concessionaries 
began efforts to secure from the President of the Republic authority 
to extend the railroad to Panama City. When this came to the Depart- 
ment’s attention it directed the Legation to intimate that the Presi- 
dent of Panama would be expected to defer granting the application 
pending full consideration by the Government of the United States. 
The President agreed to defer granting permission for the proposed 
extension and the matter was taken under consideration by the State 
and War Departments and the Canal Zone authorities. 

Department’s Statembsnt of Pomot Riegaskikq FoREtoN Concessions 

Finally, on September 20, 1911, the Department sent the Minister 
an instruction to be read to the Minister for Foreign Affairs objecting 
to the extension of the Dziuk concesaon and setting forth concretely 
for the first time the contentions of the United States with regaird to 
railroad concessions in Panama.^* In the instruction was embodied 
the following statement of policy : 

“As to the Dziuk railroad concession, the Department does not believe 
that it will ever come to an^hing without a brandi beyond the 
Chucunaque River or a trans-Continental connection, and the €K>vem- 
ment of the United States is entirely unable, for fundamental strat^c 
and political reasons in which the interests of the Government of 
Panama are equally involved, to acquiesce, under any circumstances, 
in further railway extension beyond the limits herein indicated. 
(i.e., the original limits of the Dziuk concession — ^AD.) • . 

In general, as to foreign railway or other concessions having a pos- 
sible paring upon the strategic and political interests of Qie two 
coimtries, while very sensible of every legitimate interest of Panama 
and ve^ desirous of fostering in every way the growth and prosperity 
of the Republic, the Government of the United States feels tnat it wul 
be more regardful of the interests of Panama to examine in advance 
and express itself after ample deliberation upon any project than it 
would be to keep silent and then pearhaps be oblijged at a later date 
to assert its trea^ rights in a manner which might mvolve the Republic 
of Panama in serious financial losses. 

In giving to &e Government of Panama the reply of the Goveom- 
mfflttt of the United States that it cannot acquiesce in the of 

^e proposed railway concession, or amr other foreign Jcailway pr<^eot 
invmving ap; important extension up the River Chuoanaqne, or in any 
surii manner as either to approarii in effect a trans-oonianeintal 


"Foreign Beic^ione, JSJZ, p, 1171. 
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or to approach at all within the vicinity of the Canal Zone, you will 
add that any question of railway lines deemed to be really necessary 
would receive the earnest study of this Government.” 

The Department based its contention on the right of the Govern- 
ment of the United States to intervene in the granting of conce®ions 
by Panama on its treaty obligation to protect and to maintain the Be- 
public of Panama and the corollary right to do the things necessary 
to such protection. It was stated that : 

“It would appear that if rights or properties so needed for the 
protection of both countries and the control of which was at any 
t.imft desired by the United States for these broad purposes should 
have been meanwhile made the subject of concessions by Panama to 
foreign capitalists, then in the expropriation and adjustment which it 
would fall to Panama to carry out, the Government of Pa.nama might 
find itself under serious foreign embarrassment and subject to large 
international reclamations. 

As to any question of Panama’s being a party to any concession for 
a trans-continental railroad, this would to in point'^lank violation 
of the treaty.” 

Eleven articles of the Panama Canal Treaty were cited but Articles 
Vm and XXII, by which the United States was confirmed in the 
rights acquired by it from the New French Canal Company and set 
forth in Articles n and V of the Panama Eailroad Company’s 1867 
concession were not included. No distinction was made in the instrao- 
tion between railroad and other concessions. Apparently, the Depart- 
ment was not then in possession of the facts concerning the monopoly 
rights whidt had been granted in the 1867 concession. 

As a result of the representations made, the right to extend the 
proposed Darien railroad to Panama Gty was refused by the Presi- 
dent The concessionaries appear to have abandoned their plans 
completely after a time. 

PBOraOIS VOB RAltJBOAD OWKZC BT PaK ABCAVT GoVBBinCZKy 

On January 6, 1909, the National A^embly approved Law 6a of 
that year, which provided for the construction, operation and owner- 
ship of railroads by the Panaman Government No action under the 
authorisation was then taken by the Government of I^mama and no 
protest appears to have been made by the United States. 

In January, 1911, the National Assembly passed Law S which 
authoriced tlM coxustmotion of a railroad from Panama to David by 
contractors for the account of the Qovenunent and Uda vrere adoad 
for on March 6^ 1911. Varioas bids by American and foreign firms 
were made bnt they were considered unsathtCactoxy by the Qovem- 
ment and action on them was delayed until aftnr the purport oi 
I>eipartmfint’b instniotlon of Sejriember SO, 1911, referred to above, 
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was made known to tke Secretary of F oreign Kelations. In December, 
1911, a draft contract between tbe Secretary of Public Works and an 
American for tke construction of a section of tbe Panama— David 
Bailway was submitted by tbe Secretary of Public Works to tbe Lega- 
tion with tbe request that it be transmitted to the Government of the 
United States for its consideration in accordance with tbe suggestions 
made in tbe instruction of September 20, 1911. After consultation 
between tbe State and War Departments a board composed of the 
Minister, a member of the Isthmian Canal Commission and tbe Chief 
Engineer of tbe Panama Eailroad Company was appointed to con- 
sider the technical merits of tbe proposed contract and it recom- 
mended certain changes. After further negotiation between the Gov- 
ernment of Panama and the bidders the project seems to have been 
temporarily abandoned. 

DimCAN CONCSESSION 

On December 30, 1912, a contract for the construction of a railway 
to have its eastern terminus at the Chagres Eiver was signed by the 
Secretary of Public Works and Mr. B. B. Duncan, an American citi- 
zen, As soon as the Minister learned of the contract he asked that 
further action on it be delayed pending its consideration by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. The request was complied with although 
the Secretary of Foreign Affairs stated orally to the Minister that he 
understood the Department’s instruction of September 20, 1911, to 
refer only to foreign concessions and not to those granted to Ameri- 
cans. A commission similar to the one which had considered the pro- 
posed contract for the construction of a railroad from Panama to 
David was organized. Its report was imfavorable to the Duncan con- 
tract and after this was made known to the Panaman Government the 
contract was withdrawn.*’’ 

In later years, Mr. Duncan applied for new concessions which were 
modifications of his original contract and they wme conddered by the 
Panaman Govermnent, in one case the application being actually sent 
to the National Assembly. In each case, the Legation inform^ the 
Foreign OfBce that the United States still objected to the contract and 
it was quashed. 

Eebewaii or Project tor Goveknment Owhbd Eauboad 

.CW, January 14, 1913, a copy of a draft of a new law for the construc- 
tion of , tbq, proposed railway from Panama City to David for the 
acwqnt of tim Government was transmitted to the Mipiatfly 1^ the 
Secretary ojf the President. On being informed of the railway con- 
struction bill, the Department instructed the Ministm* to t he 

" See I'oret^ MOattons, ims, pp. 1081 ft 
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Panaman Government to delay the presentation of the bill to the Na- 
tional Assembly imtil the Government of the United States could give 
it consideration and the Secretary of Foreign Affairs advised the 
Minister that further consideration of the bill would be delayed as 
requested. The bill was nevertheless presented to the National Assem- 
bly. While it was under consideration there, protest against the word- 
ing of two of its articles regarding provisions for financing was made 
by the Legation pursuant to instructions from the Department. The 
bill was passed without change as Law 29 and signed by the Presi- 
dent of Panama in the face of the protest but the latter stated orally 
to the Minister that the Department’s wishes regarding financing 
would be followed.®* 

Hbbakd Concebssion 

In February, 1914, a contract for the construction of a railroad from 
Pedregal to Boquete and Concepcion for the account of the Govern- 
ment of Panama was signed by the President of Panama and R. W. 
Hebard and Company, Incorporated. The method of financing the 
project was left open for consultation in the United States between 
the contracting parties and the Department On March 20, 1914, the 
Panaman Minister in Washington applied through the Secretary of 
War to the Panama Railroad Company for its consent to the wrnstrac- 
tion of the Pedregal-Boquete-Concepcion line and also a proposed 
line in the province of Los Santos. A resolution granting the desired 
consent was unanimously adopted by the Board of Directors of the 
Panama Railroad Company on March 25, 1914. 

The financing of the construction was taken up by the Panaman 
Minister with the Department later. A loan to be floated in New 
York was, after consideration, approved by the Department under 
certain conditions but the contract as a whole was not submitted to 
it. Further negotiations between the American and Panaman Gov- 
ernments regarding the Hebard contract were conoemed for the most 
part with the financing of the construction.** 

Bbeanok or CHXBiqcn; Rauboao 

On July 28, 1916, the Panaman Minister in Wa^ington addressed 
a note to the Depailment ai^ng for its approval of the construction 
of a branch of &e Chiriqui railroad.** A bill authorking the oon- 
struction was passed by the National Assembly without awaiting (he 
answer of the Department. ConMnt in principle to the construction 
of the extension was given by the Department in notes addreesed to 
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the Panaman Legation in Washington on August 14, 1917 and 
June 8, 1922.®* The project to build the branch was dropped during 
the war period but taken under consideration again in 1922 and con- 
struction finally undertaken in 1926. 

Panama Sugar Company’s Concession 

Late in 1918, the Panama Sugar Company, an American Company, 
applied for a concession allowing it to build a short railway line in 
Western Chiriqui in order to bring its produce to a sea port. The 
application was made through the Legation and the contract was 
approved by the Panaman Government. Because of the form of 
presenting the application, formal submission to the Department was 
evidently not deemed necessary. 

Htatt Concession 

The following year the Eepublic of Panama gave Mr. J. M. Hyatt, 
an American citizen, a concession for the construction of a narrow 
gauge railtoad near Porto Bello. The Minister under date of Novem- 
ber 1, 1919, addressed the Secretary of Foreign Affairs in part as 
follows : 

“The Honorable, The Secretary of War of my Government points 
out that, it would appear that Your Excellency’s Government had 
entered into this contract without first ascertaining the views of the 
Government of the United States regardiiig the proposition. 

I am instructed by the Department of State of my Government 
to bring this matter to the attention of Tour Excellency’s Govern- 
ment, and to refer to the position steadfiy maintained by my Gov- 
ernment respecting railroad construction in Panama, that no contract 
for such construction should be concluded by the Government of 
Panama without first submitting the proposition to the Government 
of the United States.” 

The Secretary of Foreign Affairs replied on December 26, 1919, 
citing Article Y of the Canal Treaty, stating that the concession was 
not in opposition to that article, and asking that he be informed of 
the part of the treaty which the projected railroad was thou^t by 
the Government of the United States to contravene. 

The Minister’s reply, dated January 14, 1920, referred the Secre- 
tary to the Panama l^ilroad Company’s concession and to Articles 
V 111 and XXIT of the Canal Treaty. 

P^AMA’s iNTOtQPSTaaiON car Bjtrrjtnt.n TWowwa w.-y 
-n V - Ejaamre 

On July 10, 19^, the Acting Secretary of Foreign Affaixs replied 
in a note which gave a complete exj^omtion oif fibe of fjbe 

^Foreign RekOUma, 1917, p. 1183. 

Not printed. 
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Government of Panama. The essential parts of the Acting Secre- 
tary’s note were: 

“I note that the objection which your Government makes to the 
said concession (i. e., the Hyatt concession — ^A. D.) is based on the 
privilege given to the Panama Eailroad Company by the contracts 
celebrated oetween said Company and the Republic of New Granada 
in 1850 and 1867, which were confirmed in subsequent modifications 
thereol . , „ . i. 

I suppose that that objection has in view specially Article 2 of the 
contract celebrated July 5, 1867 .... 

If the foregoing disposition (Article 2 — A.. D.) be considered by 
itself, there would not be any doubt that the objection of the Panama 
Railroad Company is in conformity with the agreement. Never- 
theless, for the proper interpretation of a contract it is necessary to 
take account of all its clauses in order to make them harmonize. 
Therefore, in my opinion, Article 6 of the same contract modifies in 
a substantial manner the extent of what is established in Article 
2 . . . . 

Taking together, then, the two dispositions transcribed, (Articles 
2 and 6 — A. H.) it is clearly seen that the obligation which Colom- 
bia imposed on itself (which has passed to Panama) consists of not 
constructirig or permitting ‘the construction of any kind of roads* 
across the Isthmus of Panama. 

That this is the correct interpretation of the agreement is shown, 
furthermore, by the fact that the ‘Panama Railroad Company’ did not 
oppose the construction of the urban railroad between Panama and 
BjJboa, Canal Zone, and between Panama and Las Sabanas. 

Cto the other hand, in the Canal Treaty there are various stipula- 
tions which show, if said treaty be interpreted in a spirit of equity, 
that your Government obligated itself to subrogate the ri^ts and 
oUigations contained in the agreements with the Panama Railroad 
Company, as they were modified by the said treaty. Article V of 
that treaty proviaes that the United States has only the monopoly 
of the construction of any system of communications across the 
Isthmus, ‘between the Caribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean.* Accord- 
i^ to this, the United States could not oppose itself to the construc- 
tion of a railroad between Boqueron ancl the Atlantic coast.** 

CbKTBNTlONS OF TSBQB UniTOD StAIBS 

On March 8, 1921, the Minister answered the Foreign O&e in a 
note, the vital portions of which were as follows : 

“Even a cursory reading of Articles II and V of the Railroad 
Company’s concession indicates that Article 11 grants the Railroad 
Comply the exclusive right of building, owning and operating rail- 
road lines on ihe Isthmus of Panama, which phrase comprises the 
whok of what is now the Republic of Panama, excepting the Canal 
Zone. The monopoly is abeolute and indudes the builmng, owning and 
operating of raimoads wholly or partklly crossing the Isthmus or 
r unn i ng at any ang^ from a direotkm tatos by an ocean to ocean 
railroad. On the other hand, Article V of the concession idatss 

for 
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road Company the exclusive right to construct such a road_ frorn ocean 
to ocean on the Isthmus of Panama; the grant under this article of 
the concession, however, distinctly stipulates that such exclusive right 
to build highways across the Ismmus from ocean to ocean does not 
prevent the construction of wagon roads by the grantor or some other 
person or company in a direction other than across the Isthmus from 

ocean to ocean. , „ . . t» 

The two Articles quoted by the Foreign Office for Panama cover 
distinct matters, and the provisions of one of said Articles, it is rep- 
resented, can not and does not modify or limit the provisions of the 
other. The fact that Article V of the concession reserves to the 
Panaman Government the right to itself to build and the power to 
grant to another person or company the right to build wagon roads 
in any direction distinct from that which would be followed by a 
highway running across the Isthmus from ocean to ocean does not 
justify, we believe. Your Excellency’s Office in its argument that such 
reservations justined the Panaman Government in having granted 
to Mr. Hyatt the right to build a railroad from the headwaters of the 
Boqueron River to the Atlantic coast. 

The second point raised in the note from Tour Excellency’s Office 
is that by inference the Panama Railroad has previously accepted 
the interpretation placed by the Panama Foreign Office on Articles 
II and V of the concession as the correct interpretation of those 
Articles, for the reason that the Panama Railroad Company did not 
oppose the construction of the Panama Tramway Company’s line from 
the City of Panama to Balboa and to Las Sabanas. 

The Panama Tramways Company is operating a street car system 
in the City of Panama under a concession which was granted that 
corporation by the Municipalify of Panama on June 21, 1911. The 
system was extended, and now extends into the Canal Zone under 
authority of a revocable license granted the Tramway by the President 
of the United States under date of December 16, 1910, or more than 
six months prior to the date of the Tramway Company’s concession 
from the Municipalify of Panama. It might be added that prior to 
the boundary convention between the United States and Panama of 
September 2, 1914,’® more than one-half of the Tramway Company’s 
line of railroad was within the Canal Zone. The United States was 
the sovereign within the Canal Zone and also owned all shares of 
stock of the Panama Railroad Company, which facts were known to 
the Republic of Panama. No other inference can be drawn from the 
known relationship between the United States and the Panama Rail- 
road Company and the fact that the Tramway Company had already 
been panted the aforementioned license by the United States at the 
time the Tramway Company obtained its concession from the Munici- 
pality of Panama than tiiat the Panama Railroad Company had given 
its tacit consent to the granting by the Municipality of ‘Panama of 
the aforementioned, concession to the Tramway Company. The view 
of Your Excellency’s Office, as expressed in said note, can not be 
accepted by my Government, as justified. 

Ihe third point raised by Your Excellency’s Office is that Article 
V of tbe Treaty between the United States and Panama of JSTovember 


T between the TJnitecl States and Panama defining the boundary 

line of the Panama Canal, signed Sept. % 19>14, Foreign Relations, 1915, p. 1123. 
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18, 1903, if fairly interpreted, indicates that it was intended to 
subrogate to the United States all the concessionary rights and obli- 
gations obtained by the Panama Railroad Company under its con- 
cession from Colombia and that under the provisions of Article 
V even the United States itself could not protest against the granting 
by the Panaman Government to Mr. Hyatt of the right to construct 
a railroad running only part way across the Isthmus. ... 

The argument here advanced by Your Excellency’s Office again is 
not well founded, we contend. The United States by virtue of the 
treaty was not subrogated to all the concessionary rights of the 
Panama Railroad Company on the other hand. Articles VIII and 
XXII of the Treaty subrogate to the United States any property 
rights in the Panama Railroad Company which the Republic of 
Panama theretofore had or would in the future acquire under the 
terms of the Railroad Company’s concession from the Republic of 
Panama. The concessional rights of the Panama Railroad Com- 
pany were in no manner affected by the Treaty between the United 
States and Panama except to the extent that Article V granted to the 
United States the exclusive right to construct, operate, and maintain 
a railroad across the territory of the Republic of Panama from 
ocean to ocean. Article II oi the Railroad Company’s concession 
had previously granted to the Panama Railroad Company the same 
exclusive right and to which extent there is seemingly a conflict 
between the rights of the United States under its Treaty with Panama 
and the rights of the Panama Railroad Company under Article II 
of its concession. The interests of the United States and of the 
Panama Railroad Company being identical, neither our Government 
or the railroad company nor the Panaman Government is or can be 
prejudiced by such seeming conflict. The grant to the United States 
under Article V of the Treaty in no way limits the Railroad Com- 
pany’s right, acquired by virtue of Article II of its concession from 
Colombia, to insist upon being protected by the Panaman Govern- 
ment against the building by the Panaman Government, or the 
building by any other person or company, by any title whatever, 
of any other railroad on the Isthmus of Panama, excepting from the 
right to such insistence for protection, the grant to the United States 
by Panama of the exclusive right under Article V of the Treaty, to 
build a railroad across the Isthmus from ocean to ocean. . . .” 

No answer to the note of March 8, 1921, appears to have been 
received. Construction of the railroad was not, however, undertaken. 

Huetado Concession 

On September 15, 1922, the Panaman Government granted Mr. 
Enrique L. Hurtado a concession giving him the right to construct a 
railroad from Calidonia Bay to the Chuquenaque River. The con- 
cession was amended on February 17, 1923, by the addition of a pro- 
vision concerning the rights of the United States as follows: 

“There are escepted the rights arising by concession to the Panama 
Railroad Company in Colombian times and recognized by the 
Republic of Panama.” 
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The effect of this provision was to put the concessionary in the 
position of having received notice of the rights of the United States* 
It did not, however, absolve the Panaman Government from the 
duty of consulting with the proper authorities of the United States 
before granting such a concession. 

Acting under the instructions of the Department, the Minister, in 
a note dated February 18, 1924, pointed out that the Government of 
Panama had entered into the contract without first consulting the 
Government of the United States and referred to the position main- 
tained by the United States thstt no contract providing for the con- 
struction of a railroad in Panama should be concluded by the 
Panaman Government without first submitting the proposition to 
the Government of the United States. No answer to this note was 
found in the files of the Legation. No railroad construction has 
been carried out under the concession. 

Concession of the Tonosi Frtjit Company 

Existing EAinROAns Not Discussm Through Deplomatic Channels 

Several small plantation railway systems existing in Panama, 
including those of the United Fruit Company in Bocas del Toro, 
the Henriquez plantation in Code and the San Bias Development 
Company at Puerto Nicuesa do not appear to have ever been made 
the subject of diplomatic enquiry. 

819,6166 T 61/11 : Telegram 

TJie Seoretcmf of State to tfie Minister in Pcmaina {South) 

Washington, Jwie 1927—2 p. m. 

42. Your despatch 1413, May 14. In reply to Government’s note 
you may inform Secretary of Foreign Affairs that the position of 
the United States has not in any way changed since the presentation 
of the Legation’s note of March 3, 1921. 

Kellogg 

819.6156 T 61/13 : Telegram 

The Minister in Panama {South) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirase] 

Panama, August 6, 19^— S p. m. 

[Received 7 p. m.] 

78. Legation’s telegrams of February 12, 11 a. m. and February 
17, 10 a. m. The Chiriqui Land Company, a subsidiary of the United 
Fruit Company, has been authorized by a contract with the Govern- 
ment of Panama, approved July 19th, to construct railroads and estab- 
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lish radio, telegraph, and telephone stations in Chiriqui Province. 
Neither the Governor of the Panama Canal nor I can perceive any 
objection to the construction of this railway. Nevertheless, it is my 
opinion that notes similar to the ones presented relative to similar 
authorizations in the Tonosl Fruit Company contract should be pre- 
sented. I await instructions. According to local press reports a 
concession has been awarded to Enoch I. Hooper to construct a bamboo 
raUroad havmg its terminus on Lake Gatun. The Governor of the 
Panama Canal is not yet prepared to express an opinion on the Hooper 
contract. 

South 


819.6166 T 61/13 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Panama {Sovth) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, August 10, 1927—3 p. m. 

52. Legation’s telegram number 78, August 6, 2 p. m. As no reply 
to your note regarding the Tonosi wireless concession appears to have 
been received, you should see the President and ask him when a reply 
may be expected. You should make it plain that the Department 
expects the reply will be favorable. 

When you have received assurances that the Government of Panama 
shares the views of the Department as to the establishment of radio 
stations and the construction of railroads in Panama you may inform 
the President orally that the Department is not disposed to object 
to the contract between the Government of Panama and the Chiriqui 
Land Company, but that the position of the Department with regard 
to the question of radio and railroads remains as expressed to the 
Government of Panama in former communications. 

K-RTJnOG 


819.6156 T 61/14 : T^egram 

The Minister in Panama {SaatK) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Panama, August 12, 1927 — 6 p. m. 

[Received 9 p. m.] 

79. Department’s telegram number 52, August 10, 3 p. m. As 
the Government of Panama has already expressed its disagreement 
with the views of the Department relative to railroad construction 
(see despatch No. 1413, May 14), I am withholding action upon para- 
graph 2 pending further instructions. 


Sotrm 
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819.6156 T 61/14 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Pamarm {South) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washingtok, August 16^ 1927 — S p. m» 
55, liegation’s telegram No. 79, August 12, 5 p. m. The Depart- 
ment presumes that you have carried out its instructions as set forth 
in its telegram No. 42, of June 3, 2 p. m. It does not, therefore, feel 
that any useful purpose will be served by presenting another note 
at this time refuting the position of the Government of Panama with 
regard to railroad construction in Panama. You may, however, 
again inform the President of Panama that the failure of the United 
States to protest against the contract between the Government of Pan- 
ama and the Chiriqui Land Company does not alter its position with 
regard to the question of railroads and radio as expressed to the 
Government of Panama in former communications. 

Eellogo 

PROTEST BY PANAMA AGAINST DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN 
CUBA AND THE AUTHORITIES OF THE PANAMA CANAL IN AN 
EXTRADITION CASE 

211f .37 C 88/1 

The Panaman Minister {Alfaro) to the Secretary of State 

[Translation] 


[No,] D-145 Washington, May S, 1927. 

Mb. SECRErAKT: Through a note dated March 14 last the Minister 
of the Eepublie of Cuba in Panama applied to the Government of 
Panama for the provisional detention of Luis Calcano Crossa charged 
with the offence of obtaining money by false pretences in the sum 
of $20,000 in the city of Habana to the detriment of the branch of 
the National City Bank of New York. Crossa was reported to be 
bound for the port of Cristobal where he was to land on the 16th of 
the said month as a passenger on the steamship Atenas. 

The Department of Foreign Relations of Panama entertained the 
application of the diplomatic representative of Cuba, took legal action 
thereon, and in a note asked the Canal Zone authorities for the co- 
operation of their police in effecting the arrest of the fugitive and 
eventually delivering him to the Panaman police in accordance with 
the provisions of Article XVI of the treaty of November 18, 190S.« 
The Executive Secretary of the Canal Zone was also informed that 
the fugitive was not one of those peraons permitted to immigrate and 


Woreign Relations, 1904, p. 543. 
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who under Article XII have free access to the lands and workshops 
of the Canal and other auxiliary works, and therefore was under the 
control of the Government of Panama as regards his entrance into 
the territory of the Eepublic. 

The Cuban Minister was infonned that the necessary steps had 
been taken in accordance with his request to effect the provisional 
detention of the fugitive. 

The Executive Secretary of the Canal Zone replied to the Gov- 
ernment of Panama stating that by virtue of a cablegram from the 
Cuban Secretary of State, Sefior Rafael Martines Ortiz, requesting 
that Crossa be detained, Crossa had been arrested. Later the Cuban 
Minister in Panama made a formal requisition to the authorities of 
the Canal Zone for the extradition of the fugitive, but the judicial 
authorities of the Zone did not take action thereon because the Cuban 
accused waived the formalities of extradition and was, in conse- 
quence, delivered on a warrant of the District Judge of the Canal 
Zone to the agents of the judicial police of Habana. 

It appears, then, that in the case under consideration the Canal 
Zone authorities entered into direct negotiations with the Govern- 
ment of the Republic of Cuba, in the form that is customary with 
entities in their international relations. 

Those facts have given occasion for the Government of Panama 
to present a formal protest to the Government of the Republic of 
Cuba which by its conduct has encroached upon the sovereignty 
of Panama and its international individuality. 

My Government adheres to the opinions set forth in the notes 
which I had the honor to address to the Department of State under 
dates of May 24, June 25 and Septanber 6, 1923,®' and in consequence 
has i n s tructed me to present to the Government of Your Excellency, 
as I do by this note, the most respectful, but at the same time the 
most formal and energetic protest, against the manner in which the 
extradition of the fugitive from the justice of Cuba, Luis Calcaflo 
Crossa, was effected. 

I renew [etc.] Rioaedo J. AiiPABO 

211f.3T C 88/1 

TTie Secretary of State to the Panaman Minister {Alfaro) 

Washington, Mm/ IS, 19^7. 

SiE : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
May 3, 1927, in which you advise me of the action taken by the 
autliorities of the Panama Canal upon an application made by the 
Government of Cuba for the provisional arrest and detention of one 


Notes not printed. 
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Luis Calcano Crossa, mth a view to Ms extradition. Tou add that 
your Government has presented a formal protest to the Government 
of the Eepublio of Cuba on the ground that its conduct in this mat- 
ter “has encroached upon the sovereignty of Panama and its inter- 
national individuality”. Furthermore, you state that your Govern- 
ment adheres to the opinion set forth in your notes to this Depart- 
ment under dates of May 24, June 25 and September 6, 1923, in 
regard to proceedings taken upon the request of the Government 
of Chile for the extradition from the Canal Zone of persons charged 
with murder in Chile, and that you have consequently been instructed 
to enter a protest with tMs Department against the proceedings in the 
instant case. 

In reply I beg to state that this Government adheres to the views 
expressed in its notes to you of June 12, July 7, and October 13, 
1923,®® which were sent in reply to the notes above mentioned. 

Accept [etc.] Feank B. KsaxoGG 

’"Foreign Relations, 1923, vol. n, pp. 704-710. 



PARAGUAY 

CONCESSION BY PARAGUAY TO THE ASUNCION PORT CONCESSION 

CORPORATION^ 

834.156/240 

TTi& MinisteT in Paraguay {Kreeoh) to the Secretary of Staie 

No. 234 AsirNoi6N-, January £8, 19^7. 

[Keceived Marcli 8.] 

Snt: With reference to the Asuncidn Port Concession, I have the 
honor to report that, during the week of January 10th, I had a long 
conversation with the President of the Eepublic in this regard. 

At that time he definitely promised to give the matter immediate 
attention, and the following week was ready to go into the subject. 

Therefore, in response to my telegraphic advice, Mr. H. C. Mitchell, 
the Asuncidn Port Concession Corporation’s representative in Buenos 
Aires, arrived here on Monday, January 24th, and an audience with 
the President was immediately arranged for him. .The conferences 
during the week have resulted in absolute conformity and the assur- 
ance that the matter will be presented at the opening of Congress, 
with a request for quick action. 

Congress is now sitting in special session, but it was deemed unwise 
to introduce the measure before it, inasmuch as the session was called 
primarily for the enactment of a new electoral law and the session is 
to close on the 31st of January. Sufficient time was therefore not 
available and, rather than have the matter held without action, the 
President advised that it be withheld for the regular session and its 
prompt introduction at that time, with his endorsement. 

The Minister of Hacienda, in whose department the matter origi- 
nates, is now in Buenos Aires, but upon his return it is the intention 
of the President to place the matter before the entire Cabinet and 
there secure its full approval, which should make for prompt action 
through the Congress. .The President is very desirous that the work 
upon the project be commenced as quickly as possible and his support 
assures its definite success. 

Mr. Mitchell is thoroughly satisfied and I am happy to report that 
this vexatious problem is agreeably arranged. 

I have [etc.] Geo. L. EIbeeoe 

‘ Eor previous correspondence, see Foreign Relations, 1921, vol. n, pp. 625 fl. 
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884.166/243 

The Mimater in Paraguay (Kreeoh) to the Secretary of State 

No. 421 Asunci6n, Ooto'ber M, 1927. 

[Eeceived November 25.] 

SiE : With reference to the Asimci6n Port Concession, I have the 
honor to report that, on October 20th, the President signed the law, 
passed at the last session of Congress, granting a concession to the 
Asuncion Port Concession Corporation. 

The Corporation’s representative, Mr. H. C. Mitchell, is obtaining 
the data necessary for the drafting of plans and is attending to the 
preliminaries for an early construction. 

There is a general feeUng of optimism and the desire for American 
capital to undertake the construction of a water works and sewage 
system, and needed railway extensions. 

I have [etc.] Geo. L. Kbeeok 

BOUNDARY DISPUTE WITH BOLIVIA 
(See volume I, pages 316 ff.) 



PERSIA 

APPOINTMENT AND SERVICES OF AN AMERICAN MISSION TO ASSIST 
IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE FINANCES OF PERSIA^ 

891.51A/16 

The Assistant Secretary of State {Dearmg) to the Under Secretary 

of State (Fletcher) 

[Washington,] February 11^ 19^2, 

Mb. Fletcher: The Secretary called me in this morning to say 
that he had just had a talk with the British Ambassador with regard 
to the Persian oil situation.^ The Ambassador had just received 
from Lord Curzon® certain instructions in the matter. The Secre- 
tary informed him that he had not followed the matter closely but 
knew the general tenor of the case. Lord Curzon regards Persia as 
in a state of financial chaos and says that the country must have 
money. This being the situation, it is desirable that Persia should 
have good financial advice. Lord Curzon would have no objection 
whatever to an American as financial adviser to Persia and thinks 
that this would, indeed, probably be the best possible solution. 

The Secretary thought that if we could lay our hands on a first- 
rate man it would be an excellent opportunity of which we ought 
to take advantage, and expressed his gratification at the turn events 
had taken. It seems to show that the British are sincerely cooperat- 
ing. The Secretary understood from the Ambassador that Lord 
Curzon thought the negotiations between the oil companies were on 
the point of satisfactory completion and that a mutually satisfactory 
arrangement would be consummated. 

I told the Secretary of the difficulty with regard to the possibility 
of the Standard Oil falling out and leaving the whole matter in 
the hands of the Anglo-Persian after one year but told him that it 
was our opinion that this point could probably be taken care of. 

Bearing 

891.6IA/45 

The British Embassy to the Department of Stated 
Aide-Memoibb 

With reference to the conversation between the Secretary of State 
and His Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador on February 11th last, the 

^For previous correspondence, see Foreign Relations, 1921, voL n, pp. 633 ff. 

* For papers relating to this subject, see S. Doc. 97, CSth Cong., 1st sess, 

* British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

* Left with the Secretary of State by the British Ambassador, Apr. 20, 1922. 
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attached printed memorandum is communicated in order to make 
clear the views of His Majesty’s Government on the present situation 
in Persia and the question of the appointment of American advisers 
for that country. 

It will be noticed that, in referring to the Anglo Persian Oil Com- 
pany’s concessions, the Khostaria concession which is claimed by that 
Company is left out of account.® 

[Enclosure — Extract] 

The British Foreign Oifioe to the Department of State 
Memorandum 

1. The British Government are mainly concerned in the mainte- 
nance of Persia’s independence and integrity, and are prepared to 
co-operate in any weU-planned efforts to sustain and revive her 
national existence. 

2. The development of Persian resources and the revival of Per- 
sian trade by any legitimate means are equally an object of interest 
to Great Britain. 

3. His Majesty’s Government have paramount interests in South- 
ern Persia and the Persian Gulf which impel them, to take a special 
interest in those regions. 

4. His Majesty’s Treasury cannot lose sight of the indebtedness 
of Persia to Great Britain, and must look to the regular payment 
of interest and sinking fund on these debts out of Persia’s available 
resources, some of which are already pledged to her. 

6. His Majesty’s Government, having tried unsuccessfully to assist 
Persia to improve her internal administration and to introduce sound 
financial methods, are prepared to extend a loyal assistance to the 
United States Government if the latter decide, after full considera- 
tion, to undertake the task. The question by whom Persia is to be 
regenerated is of vastly less importance than that her regeneration 
should take place. A better chance of effecting this end can hardly 
be imagined than that a great and friendly and disinterested Power 
like the United States should be willing to enter the field. Some 
things the United States Government will do best by itself. In 

®TJie paragraph referred to is not included in the extract of the memorandum 
printed helow ; It reads as follows : 

“In Northern Persia, namely the provinces of Gilan, Maizanderan, Khorasan, 
Azerbaijan and Asterabad, to which the Anglo-Persian Oil Company’s conces- 
sion does not extend, a combined Anglo-American group is at present negotiating 
on the basis of a joint exploitation of the oil deposits which are known to exist 
in certain regions within those provinces. His Majesty’s Government are watch- 
ing these negotiations with sympathetic Interest, and earnestly hope that a satis- 
factory understanding will be reached by the two groups interested in the 
enterprise.” 
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others it may profit by the co-operation and support of those who 
have been so long on the ground. From this point of view His 
Majesty’s Government will give to any American ofiScials who may 
be chosen by the United States Government their fullest diplomatic 
support at Tehran in the hope that by the united action of the Brit- 
ish and United States Governments and by the frankest exchange 
of views between them a real improvement in Persia’s internal 
administration may result. 

6. As regards foreign commercial enterprise in Persia, His Majes- 
ty’s Government adhere without qualification to the principle of the 
“open door.” 

His Majesty’s Government have placed on record the above con- 
siderations, and now submit them to the United States Government 
in the assured conviction that Persia affords a field where the two 
great English-speaking nations may, by working together, bring 
about results that will enure both to the advantage of the Persian 
people and to the peace and prosperity of the Eastern world. 

C[uBZOn] op K[EDnESTON] 

[London,] March i, 192Z. 

891.51A/110 

The Chief of the Division of Necur Eastern Affairs {Dvlles) to the 
Assistant Secretary of State {Harrison) 

[Washington,] May i, 19^^, 

Mr. Harrison: The Persian Minister called and left some further 
data regarding the political situation in Persia as given in tele- 
grams he had received from his Government during the past few 
months. . . . 

The Persian Minister asked me whether there was anything further 
for him to do to hasten the Department’s decision regarding advisers. 
I replied that I felt that he had done everything that was possible 
and that the only thing for him to do now was to wait until the 
Secretary had a chance to fully consider the question. I gave the 
Minister to understand quite clearly that in my opinion the De- 
partment would not ofBcially designate an adviser but that we would 
in all probability follow the precedent which had been set in the 
case of Mr. Shuster® namely — ^to put him informally into contact 
with one or more men who might appear to us to be suitable and allow 
him or his Government to make the final selection. 

The Minister seemed rather disappointed at this and indicated 
that when Mr. Fletcher had held up the whole negotiations last fall, 
he had indicated to the Minister orally that it would be much better 

• W. Morgan Shuster, Treasurer General and Financial Adviser of the Persian 
Government from May 1011 to Jan. 1912. 
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for Tiitn to wait because the Department would be able to take a more 
active part in the selection of advisers and assume a greater degree 
of responsibility if the Persian Government would wait for Korn- 
feld’s arrival and the receipt of his report. The Minister said that 
at that time he was so disappointed at this turn of events that he had 
advocated to his Government that he be authorized to^ choose the 
American advisers himself. His Government had replied that he 
should take Mr. Fletcher’s advice and wait because the government 
desired men who would go to Persia with the full prestige of having 
been designated by the State Department. 

I said that while I thought it quite probable that the Department 
could be of help to him in the selection of an Adviser that I did not 
feel that the Department could assume the responsibility of insist- 
ing that the Persian Government should take any one man rather 
than another but that I hoped a way could be found to cooperate 
with the Persian Minister in such a way as to leave him a certain 
amount of freedom in the selection of an Adviser but at the same 
time to make it quite clear that the person whom the Persian Gov- 
ernment might choose would have the full confidence of the State 
Department. 

The Persian Minister referred to the fact that his Government 
desired Agricultural as well as a Mining expert in addition to the 
Financial experts and he asked us to help ia the selection of these 
Agricultural and Mining experts. 

A. W. Dulles 

891.01A/33 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Persia {Komfeld) 

Washington, May P, 1922 — 7 p. m. 

33. You may inform the Minister of Foreign Affairs that Depart- 
ment is giving careful consideration to the Persian Government’s 
request for assistance in securing appropriate persons to act as 
advisers for financial and other matters as indicated in your 45 of 
April 25, 12 midnight.^ Persian Minister here has been urgently 
pressing Department for decision. You will be promptly advised 
when any action is taken. 

The Department is not of the opinion that this Government should 
assume the responsibility for the actual appointment of a financial 
adviser for Persia but it will assist the Persian Minister in making 
an appropriate choice leaving the formal appointment to the Persian 
Government as it must be clearly understood that the American 
adviser is the employee of the Persian Government and in no way 
an official of the United States. 

Hughes 


Not printed. 
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891.51A/21 

The Secretary of State to the Persiam, Mirdster {Alai) 

Washdtgton, JuaM 1922. 

Snt: In reply to your note of June 16, 1922,® communicating the 
desire of your Government to employ American citizens as advisers 
in various branches of the Persian Administration and indicating 
that the appointment of a Chief Financial Adviser was particularly 
pressing, I have the honor to state that after careful consideration 
the Department suggests the name of Dr. A. C. MUlspaugh, Eco- 
nomic Adviser of this Department as a person with whom you might 
desire to communicate in regard to this matter. 

In case, before making a choice, your Government should desire 
that further names of persons available for such employment should 
be submitted, the Department is prepared to do so. 

As it seems probable that the person whom you may select as 
financial adviser will desire to be consulted in regard to his subor- 
dinates I have refrained from suggesting further liames for such 
positions. 

In the event that your Government should decide to communicate 
with Dr. MUlspaugh and that an agreement should subsequently be 
reached with him to assume the duties of Financial Adviser to 
Persia, I desire that it be made quite clear that Dr. MUlspaugh 
undertakes this work in a purely private capacity, and that aU con- 
nection with the Department of State will cease immediately upon 
his entering the employ of the Persian Government. In acceding 
to the request of the Persian Government for the suggestion of an 
American citizen as Chief Financial Adviser to Persia my Govern- 
ment assmnes no responsibUity for any action which the Financial 
Adviser may take as an official in the employ of the Persian 
Government. 

Accept [etc.] Charles E. Httghes 

891.61A/43 

Memorandum, hy the Chief of the Dwision of Near Eastern Aff ode's 

{Dulles) 

[Washington,] June 26, 1922. 

The Persian Minister called Friday afternoon and received the 
Secretary’s note communicating the name of Dr. A. C. IMUllspaugh 
as a possible candidate for the post of Financial Adviser to the 
Persian Government. The Minister’s first reaction appeared to me 

* Not printed. 

823422 — 42 — TOl. m- 


10 



528 


FOEEIGN BELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME IH 


to be disappointment that the Department had seen fit to make such 
ample reservations that no responsibility was assumed by the Govern- 
ment in indicating Dr. Millspaugh’s name. He remarked that the 
Secretary’s note contained more explicit reservations than in the case 
of Secretary Knox’s note regarding Mr. Shuster.® 

The Persian Minister seemed to be pleased at the suggestion of 
Dr. Millspaugh, remarking that his name had also occurred to him. 
He indicated that he would immediately communicate the Secretary’s 
note to his Government. The Minister asked whether Millspaugh 
had had any foreign experience and at his request I left with him 


a short biography of Dr. Millspaugh. 

On Saturday, June 24th, following the Secretary’s instructions, 
I spoke with Mr. Craigie of the British Embassy regarding the 
Persian Advisership matter. I referred to the very cordial com- 
munication which Sir Auckland Geddes had left with the Secretary 
in April and read to Mr. Craigie one paragraph of that memo- 
randum in which the British Government had indicated that they 
would welcome and gladly cooperate with any “American officials” 
who might be designated to assist the Persian Government. I told 
Mr. Craigie that the Department had informed the Persian Minister 
that it would assist him in selecting an American citizen as Financial 
Adviser but that this did not mean that American officials were being 
sent or would be sent to Persia. The Department’s action in the mat- 
ter would consist in indicating one or more persons who in the Secre- 
tary’s opinion were qualified for the Persian position. The actual 
selection of these men would rest with the Persian Government and 
it would be for the Persian Government to reach an agreement 
directly with any American whose services tlie Persian administra- 
tion might desire. I added that the Department would assume no 
responsibility for the actions or the policies of American citizens 
m the employ of the Persian Government. 


I indicated to Mr. Craigie that a communication in this general 
sense had already been sent to the Persian Minister but did not 
menfaon the name of Dr. MUspaugh as having been suggested to 
the Persian Government. 


Mh. Craigie said that the British memorandum regarding Persian 
advisem was strictly confidential, that in fact they had been in- 
^ructed to communicate with the Department “in the sense of” 
ae memorandum rather than to communicate the memorandum itself 
but they had foimd it so difficult to do this that they had decided 
to commumcate it m toto. The Embassy hoped that we would re- 
spec^onfidential character. Mr. Craigie then expressed his ap- 



PERSIA 529 

predation of the information he had been given in regard to the 
Department’s attitude towards advisers for Persia. 

A. W. DtriiUES 


891.61A/45 

The Secretary of State to the British, Amhassador {Geddes) 

MEMORANDtJM 

On April 20th last His Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador called 
upon the Secretary of State and, referring to an earlier conversation, 
left in his hands an Aide Memovre with an accompanying memoran- 
dum, which set forth the views of His Majesty’s Government with 
respect to the existing situation in Persia and the prospective em- 
ployment of American advisers in the financial administration of 
that country. 

This Government is gratified at tih.e assurances conveyed by this 
communication in which it is indicated that the question by whom 
Persia is to be regenerated is of vastly less importance than that her 
regeneration should take place, that as regards foreign commercial 
enterprise in Persia the principle of the open door is approved with- 
out qualification, and that any American officials chosen by this Gov- 
ernment for service in Persia would receive the Diplomatic support 
of His Britannic Majesty’s Government at Teheran. 

Fully appreciating this cordial expression of the views of His 
Britannic Majesty’s Government, the Secretary of State believes it is 
opportune briefly to indicate the attitude of this Government towards 
the employment of its nationals in the financial administration 
of Persia, in order to avoid the possible misapprehension that respon- 
sibility for Persian financial reform has been undertaken. 

Pursuant to a request of the Persian Government, received through 
the Persian Minister in this city. Dr. Arthur C. Millspaugh, Eco- 
nomic Adviser of the Department of State, has been suggested as 
a person competent to act as Financial Adviser to the Persian Gov- 
ernment. It is understood that this name was submitted by the 
Persian Ministry to the Persian Mejliss and was subsequently ap- 
proved. Dr. Millspaugh, with a number of American assistants, will 
shortly leave for Persia in order to assume his new duties. 

In the communication to the Persian Minister suggesting the Timrift 
of Dr. Millspaugh it was stated that his official connection with the 
Department of State would cease immediately upon his entering the 
service of the Persian Government, and that this Government as- 
sumed no responsibility for any action of the Financial Adviser as 
an official in the employ of the Persian Administration. 

It will be noted, therefore, that it is not proposed that American 
officials should proceed to Persia and that this Government has lim- 
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ited its action and its responsibility to extending assistance to Persia 
in the choice of a qualified American citizen for the difficult task of 
Persian financial reform. 

WASHiiTGTOsr, August 198^. 


891.51A/46 

Ths Acting Sccretct/ry of State to the Persian Minister (AZu?) 


Washington, August 1922. 

Sib: 3h acknowledging the receipt of your note of August 15th, 
1922,“ courteously submitting to the Department copies in duplicate 
of the contract signed by Dr. A. C. Millspaugh as Administrator 
General of the Finances of Persia, the Department takes occasion 
to communicate to you the names of a number of Americans who 
are recommended by Dr. Millspaugh as suitable persons for the vari- 
ous positions in the Persian Financial Administration which you 
have indicated in previous correspondence : 


Expert for direct taxation 
Expert for indirect taxation 
Expert for accounting and auditing 
Expert for banking and currency 
Provincial directors of finance 


Mr. C. C. Early 
Mr. Charles I. McCaskey 
Mr. Frank H. Gore 
Mr. Ernest L. Bogart 
Mr. Adam R. Gard 
Capt. D. W. MacCormack 
Capt. Joel E. Moore 
Mr.T.C. MitcheU 


I am also enclosing for your information a brief statement pre- 
pared by Dr. Millspaugh “ describing the work and qualifications 
of the persons whose names have been given above. You will ap- 
preciate that in submitting this list the Department does not assmne 
responsibility for the persons suggested by Dr. Millspaugh. 

Accept [etc.] Whmam Ptt tt.t.tp s 


891.51A/45 : Telegram 

TTie Secretairy of State to the Minister in Persia {KomfelA') 

Washinoton, Nwerriber H, 1922—7 f. m. 

54. Department’s instruction 242 August 31.“ Doctor A. C. Mills- 
paugh Administrator General of Finances with 10 American As- 
sistants is now en route to Persia and Doctor Edward W. Ryan is 
sailing diortly as Municipal expert for the city of Teheran. 

Although the Department has assisted the Persian Legation in the 
selection of these men it must be clearly understood t-hgt - it can 


“ Not printed. 
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assume no responsibility for their activities while in the employ of 
the Persian Government. The Department however takes a sympa- 
thetic interest in their work and hopes they will succeed in rendering 
Persia the service desired of them. 

You will of course extend every protection and assistance to which 
they may be entitled as American citizens and if requested by Dr. 
Millspaugh you may transmit through the Legation written or cable 
communications addressed to the Department of State or officials of 
the Department. 

Advise Department of arrival of advisors and report fully at later 
date in regard to the progress of their work. 

Hughes 


891.61A/173 : Telegram 

The Ad/irdnistrator General of the Finances of Persia {MiUspaugh) 
to the Secretary of Stcde 


Teheran \wnAated^. 
[Eeceived July 26, 1924 — 3 : 27 a. m.] 
American Financial Mission have asked settlement in view of vio- 
lation of contracts. 


Millspaugh 


891,61A/176 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia {Komfeld) to the Secretary of State 

Teheran, July ^5, 19^^ — 10 a, m. 

[Eeceived 11 : 40 a. m.] 

67. Department’s telegram 36, July 24, 6 p. m.^® Millspaugh ad- 
vised me July 24 that he sent protest July 17. He alleges following 
violations of contract: Governmental expenditures of public funds 
without his approval, taking decisions on financial questions with- 
out consulting him, failure to give him opportunity of attending 
meetings of Council of Ministers when discussing financial questions, 
ignoring his recommendations regarding financial persoimel over 
which he claims complete power, interference with his administra- 
tion, et cetera. 

Millspaugh maintains ‘Vhen the Administrator General of Fi- 
nances holds that an order on [or] an instruction of Government or 
of Minister of Finance is unlawful or contrary to his contract or 
the contracts of the other American administrators he will not obey. 
Within the limits of the jurisdiction prescribed in his contract he 
has full right to use his judgment to make any decision which he 
considers correct.” Millspaugh demands that he be permitted to 


"Not printed. 
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do work without interferenco or obstruction, direct or indirect, not 
to be pressed to take action for special, personal, or political advan- 
tage of anyone, be permitted to exercise powers clearly given to 
them in their contracts and all violations shall nximediately cease. 
If the Government does not accept these views mission requests to 
be advised immediately in order to discuss settlement of their 


contracts. 


Kornfeld 


891.51A/176 : Telegram 

The^ MinisteT m P&rsiot, (Komfeld) to the SecretaTy of Stdte 

Teheran, Jvly 28^ 192 ^ — 5 p, m, 

[Received 5 : 40 p. m.] 

68. Legation’s 67, July 28, 10 a. m. Millspaugh transmits to the 
Legation under date of July 26, copy of communication dated July 
24, addressed to the Persian Government, requesting it to arrange 
for a settlement with the American Financial C om mission without 
delay. 

Kobnfeu) 


891.51A/176 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister m Persia {Komfeld) 

[Paraphrase] 


Washington, July SO^ 192i — 7 p. m. 

48. Tour 67, July 28, 10 a. m. ; 68, July 28, 5 p. m. 

1. It is regarded by the Department as unfortunate that circum- 
stances have disposed Millspaugh to demand termination of con- 
tracts of Financial Advisers. Department has no complete knowl- 
3dge of the views of the Persian Ministry and of the course it has 
taken, or of tihe attitude and wishes of the Administrator General, 
out Department views with regret the present crisis. It will be 
dear to you that for the United States and for the Legation it is of 
paramount importance that adjustment regarding murder of Vice 
Consul Imbrie should be reached without delay. It is not the wish 
)f the Department that the raising of any other question should be- 
come an obstacle to that adjustment. 

2. It is clearly understood here that members of Financial Mission 
ire in the service of Persian Government, and that if stipulations of 
heir contracts are respected there is no proper ground for diplo- 
natic interference. But if the Persian Government has not given 
ledges for the future as was asked by the American Mission, or if it 


“Robert Imbrie, American vice consul at Teheran, murdered July 18, 1924. 
ee Foreign Belations, 1924, vol. n, p. 639 ; also H. Kept. 985, 69th Cong., 1st sess. 
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is about to adopt a course which may cause resignation of American 
officials, the Department believes that, should you approve and after 
you have consulted the Administrator General, you may with pro- 
priety, in fairness and candor to the Persian Government, make 
informal representations that if Americans ^ould relinquish posts 
iu consequence of evident intentions of Persian Govei-nment, the 
effect upon sentiment in the United States would be unfortunate, and 
coming so soon after the murder of Imbrie it might unhappily be 
regarded in America as evidence of Persia’s intentions toward the 
Urdted States and its citizens. 

Cable report. 

Geew 


891.61A/180 : Telegram 

The Secretary of Legation, and Aotmg Consul at Teh&raai {Murray) 
to the Secretary of State 

Teheran, July 31, 19% Jt. — noon. 

[Received July 31 — ^9 : 25 a. m.] 

10. In conference with the Prime Minister yesterday Millspaugh, 
despite promises of former, insist[ed] upon settlement of contracts. 
It is latter’s idea that even if mission remains, present contracts which 
have proved ineffectual must be canceled and new ones drawn with 
radical changes including practically dictatorial powers in matters 
concerning budget and guarantee of support of Army. Adminis- 
trator’s discouragement has been deepened by Imbrie killing and he 
has informed Prime Minister that funds must be laid aside to meet 
indemnify which it is expected the United States will demand and 
which he hopes will be determined without consideration of possible 
effect on mission. . . . 

Ulen Company representative because of Imbrie killing refused to 
submit railway proposal at the expiration of option on July 27th 
and requested extension of 60 days which the Prime Minister 
reluctantly promised. 

Mureat 


8dl.51A/182 : Telegram 

The Minister m Persia {Komfeld) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Teheran, August 6, 19%4 — 3 p, m. 

[Received 3:15 p. m.] 

84. Department’s 48, July 30, 7 p. m. I have learned from the 
American Administrator General that he has been to see the Prime 
Minister who urgently pressed him not to leave Persia. But Admin- 
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istrator General is of opinion that it is preferable to terminate the 
contract now in force and that afterwards he could stipulate for 
undivided power over finances if he is desired to stay on. 

Kobneeld 


891.51A/198 

TTie Charge in Persia (Mwray) to the Secretary of State 

637 Teheran, September 7, 19^h. 

[Received October 9.] 

Sir: Keferring to the Department’s telegrams Nos. 36 and 48, 
dated July 24 and July 30, respectively," the Legation’s telegrams 
Nos. 67, 68, and 84 of July 28, 10 a. m., July 28, 5 p. m., and August 
6, respectively, the Considate’s telegram No. 10 of July 31, and the 
Legation’s despatches. Nos. 604 and 623, dated July 30 and August 
26, respectively," all referring to the difficulties which have recently 
arisen in the position of the American Financial Mission in Persia, 
and which have culminated in a demand, on the part of the members 
of the mission, for a cancellation of their contracts, I have the honor 
to inform the Department that I have had two conferences with Dr. 
Mills paugh on July 31 and September 5, respectively, and one with 
Zoka-ol-Molk, the present Minister of Finance on September 6, dur- 
ing which the entire matter and the advisers’ demands and the atti- 
tude of the Persian Government was fully discussed. 

In my talk with Dr. Millspaugh on July 30, he discussed freely 
the contents of what has been called the advisers’ “ultimata” ad- 
dressed to the Persian Government on 26 Saratan (July 17) and 2 
Asad (July 24) and transmitted to the Department in the Legation’s 
despatch No. 604 of Jtdy 30. Dr. Millspaugh seemed profoundly 
discouraged over what he considers the systematic opposition during 
the past six months of the Persian Government to all his efforts to 
put Persia’s financial house in order. Both the Coimcil of Ministers 
and the Medjliss had evmced an unwillingness to cooperate with 
him either in Uie approval or the passage of his financial projects so 
that he viewed with the utmost pessimism any chance of success for 
his financial mission in Persia unless their present contracts were 
cancelled on the basis of repeated violation on the part of the Persian 
Government and new contracts were submitted to and passed by the 
Medjliss granting the Administrator General practically dictatorial 
powers in questions concerning the budget and an absolute guarantee 
of military support in the collection of the taxes. He felt that any 

"Former t^egram noft printed. 

"Neither despatch printed. 
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other solution would be merely begging the question and sure to lead 
eventually to failure. 

It may be added that the attitude of the other members of the 
financial mission was even more uncompromising than that of Dr. 
Millspaugh, and that they were averse to withdrawing in any degree, 
however small, from the original demands on the Persian Govern- 
ment that their contracts be terminated. 

In the succeeding fortnight the Prime Minister addressed a con- 
ciliatory communication to Dr. Millspaugh, dated 15 Asad (August 
6) containing rather vague promises of complete cooperation with 
the American advisers and requesting fuller specifications from the 
Administrator General as to exact violations of his contract. The 
latter was at the same time verbally informed by the Persian Gov- 
ernment that a commission of Persian notables was to be formed for 
the consideration of the advisers’ complaints and to effect if possible 
a solution of their difficulties. 

I was informed on August 9 by Colonel MacCormack that the 
commission appointed by the Prime Minister which contained, 
among others, such prominent men as Moshir-ed-Dowleh and Mos- 
towfi-ol-Mamalek, was doing little to get at the root of the trouble, 
and that even Moshir-ed-Dowleh had frankly expressed the idea that 
the Persians in general were averse to the plans of the advisers to 
reorganize completely the financial system and impose new taxation 
in order to balance the budget, but that they desired rather to have a 
mission of “advisers” in the true sense of the word who would 
“advise” the Persian functionaries as to the proper steps to be taken 
and back them up in the execution thereof. Colonel MacCormack 
informed Moshir-ed-Dowleh that if such was their understanding as 
to the function of the American advisers they had employed the 
wrong men. 

Again on September 5, in a conference with Dr. Millspaugh, he 
expatiated on the impossibility of continuing further his activity as 
Administrator General of Finances unless a radical change . . . 
meanwhile intervened. . . . 

... In the opinion of the Administrator General, if Persia is to 
be rescued from her present desperate financial straits, it will be 
necessary to reduce the budget for the War MSnistry one million 
tomans each year until it has reached the sum of six millon tomans 
which he considers a reasonable sum for the maintenance of an army 
of 80,000 to 40,000 men. 

... I was interested to note that the advice of the best friends of the 
American advisers, namely that of Zoka-ol-Molk, the present Minister 
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of Finance, and Sardar Moazzam Ediorassani, the present Mim stOT of 
Public Works, had not failed to have effect on Dr. Millspaugh’s rather 
inexorable demand that a cancellation and settlement of his contract 
should precede any discussion of his further remaining in Persia. He 
now appears more willing to present his “irreductible minimum’’ to the 
Persian Government and to negotiate on a basis thereof. I may 
state at this point, for the information of the Department, that in 
my opinion, based on a close observation of the present critical situa- 
tion, this decision on the part of Dr. Millspaugh is a wise one inas- 
much as there are several fundamental reasons, which will be pointed 
out below, why a persistence on the part of Dr. Millspaugh in his 
original unbending demands would be unfortunate at the present 
time. 

On the following day, September 6, I requested a conference 
with the Minister of Finance, Zoka-ol-Molk, which he granted me at 
six o’clock in the evening. After prefacing his remarks with numer- 
ous declarations of friendship and goodwill to the advisers which 
I believe are borne out by fact, he expressed the hope that Dr. 
Millspaugh could be made to see the wisdom of a more conciliatory 
attitude to the Persian Government in the present crisis and pointed 
out two fundamental principles which must not be lost sight of if 
this crisis is to be allayed. In the first place he felt that while Dr. 
Millspaugh is in some degree right in his contentions with regard 
to the violation of his contract, there was something to be said for 
the other side; sight must not be lost of the fact that Persia is an 
oriental country that has been for decades in a mire of financial 
distress and that too vigorous a remedy for the invalid might prove 
fatal. 

The one absolute necessity at the present time was that Dr. Mills- 
paugh should withdraw from his position that the budget of the 
War Ministry should be reduced. Unless he could see the wisdom 
of this concession, all would be lost. While frankly admitting that 
most fair-mmded Persians would agree that the expenditures of the 
Ministry of War were excessive, and a great burden upon the finances 
of Persia absorbing as it did almost one-half of her revenues, 
Persians nevertheless realized the great advantages that had accrued 
to Persia thru the organization by Sardar Sepah of the present army 
and the inestimable advantage which this force had been to the 
financial advisers in backing up their reforms. 

He further referred to the difficulties which Shuster had en- 
countered in this regard and the necessity with which he was faced of 
organizing a Treasury Genda/rrmrie in the country, an act which more 
than anything else had aroused the antagonism of the Bussians which 
led to his expulsion. 

”Beza Khan. 
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He believed that the present armed force in Persia, while it was 
insufficient to defend the country from invasion, had to its credit 
remarkable accomplishments in subduing tribes rebellious to the cen- 
tral authorities and in making it possible for a financial mission to 
function. Without Sardar Sepah, he said, any idea of an American 
mission in Persia would have been out of the question. 


With regard to Dr. Millspaugh’s original demand that, before the 
complete cancellation and settlement of his contract, he could not 
discuss the matter with the Persian Government, the Minister of 
Finance made what I consider is a very just observation. In the 
first place, such an action could not but be regarded as a rather 
humiliating and high-handed action toward the Persian Govern- 
ment with whom Dr. Millspaugh had voluntarily entered into con- 
tractual obligations, and would arouse the suspicion that after such 
cancellation he would show himself so inflexible that the mission 
would depart with the entire money settlement for five years in their 
possession, and secondly, that, given the open opposition of the 
Kussians, the covert opposition of the British, and tlie general un- 
friendliness of the Belgians and the French, the concerted action on 
the part of these Legations, once the contracts had been cancelled, 
would make any passage by the Medjliss of new contracts an absolute 
impossibility. In my former conference with Dr. Millspaugh I was 
gratified to see that he accepted the soundness of the Finance Min- 
ister’s reasoning. 

The second essential point which he emphasized was that Dr. Mills- 
paugh should carefully guard himself from giving any impression 
to the Medjliss of a desire to dictate the terms of any new rights in 
his contract which might be agreed upon between the Government and 
the Financial Mission, This would be a fatal step on the part of the 
Administrator General. Unusual powers had been granted to Mr. 
Shuster during his activity in Persia, but these powers had all been 
voluntarily granted by the Medjliss which was an ardent supporter 
of Shuster. 

I have [etc.] WCALnAc®] Smith MtoEiRAT 

891.51A/191 : Telegram 

The Charge in Persia (Murray) to the Secretary of State 

[ Paraphrase! 

Teheran, September 18, — 1 p. m. 

[Eeceived 2 : 38 p. m.] 

124. No. 10, July 31 from consulate. In attempt to find way 
out of impasse in dispute between American mission and Persian 
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Government, I have urgently advised Millspaugh to give way in his 
demands (1) that contracts of American officials be terminated and 
salary advances paid before he will entertain proposals to remain 
in Persia, (2) that funds assigned out of revenue to Ministry of War 
be diminished. It is my opinion that to persist in first demand will 
prejudice chance of keeping mission in Persia or of engaging another, 
as foreign influences would be sure to make difficulties. To persist in 
second would bring to an end the cooperation of the Prime Minister 
and would in consequence destroy any hope of success. 

Since Ministry rejected Millspaugh’s offers of compromise I sug- 
gested attempt to prevail on Prime Minister to exert his influence 
strongly in Medjliss for passage of fiscal measures which have been 
pending for over half a year. 

Yesterday I sounded Prime Minister on above and was assured of 
his full cooperation. 

MtIBEAT 


891.51A/205 

The Charge m Persia {Murray) to the Secretary of Staie 

669 Teheran, Ootdb&r 6, 

[Eeceived November 6.] 

Sis: In confirmation of the Legation’s telegram No. 127 of Sep- 
tember 26, 8 p. m.^* with regard to the settlement which has been 
reached between the Persian Government and the American financia l 
adv^rs, I have the honor to inform the Department that the Prime 
lister, Sardar Sepah, would appear to have changed his attitude 
with regard to the advisers immediately after the interview on Sep- 
tember 17 which I had with him, the substance of which was duly 
transmitted to the Department in the Legation’s despatch No. 648 of 
September 21, 1924.“ 

I have been informed by Mirza Eeza Khan Afshar, formerly pri- 
vate secret^ to Dr. Millspaugh, at present a deputy in the Medjliss, 
and an intimate friend of the Prime Minister, that as soon as I had 
left the Prime Mimster’s house on that day, he was summoned by 
Sardar Sepah ^d instructed to make an immediate appointment for 
a conference with Dr. Millspaugh in order to arrive at some solution 
of the latter’s difficulties. 

I^ee conferences between the two parties were held on September 
18, 22 and 26, respectively on the latter of which occasions Sardar 
bepah came personally to call for the first time upon Dr. and Mra. 
Millspaug^t their home. The intermediary on all these occasions 
was Keza Khan Afshar who always expressed great friendliness to 

printed. 
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the American advisers and a sincere desire to see their differences 
with the Persian Government settled. 

In the last conference, namely on September 24 at which 

Dr. Millspaugh persistently stood out for a reduction of the budgets 
of all Ministries as the only way out of the present financial im- 
passe, the Prime Minister unexpectedly offered to reduce his own 
budget 200,000 tomans a year which, together with the proportional 
cut on all other Ministries, will enable Dr. Millspaugh to balance 
the budget for the present fiiscal year. 

It may be noted that certain concessions on both sides were made 
in the question of budget reductions inasmuch as the Administrator 
General desired to cover the entire million toman deficit, as esti- 
mated for the present year, by deducting it m toto from the War 
Minister’s budget. 

After coming to this agreement, the Administrator General im- 
pressed upon the Prime Minister the necessity that the latter spon- 
sor personally the agreement arrived at with regard to ministerial 
reductions in order to avoid obstructions and delays on the part of 
these Ministries. This the Prime Minister promised to do and on 
the next day in a meeting of the Council of Ministers announced 
the reductions to the various Ministers as a fait accompli. 

A further important obligation assumed by the Prime Minister 
at this conference was the guarantee of unlimited support of the 
Persian army to be afforded the American financial advisers in the 
collection of taxes. The withdrawal of this support has at various 
times been used by the Prime Minister in order to bring pressure 
upon the Administrator General to accede to certain demands of the 
Government. 

The solution of a third important and difficult question was that 
of the control of the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs. Inasmuch 
as this Ministry has, in the last years, had a surplus of 508,000 tomans 
over its expenses, it has been a hotbed of corruption and intrigue 
in order to prevent, at all costs, this surplus from reaching the hands 
of the American advisers. There has been constant friction and 
disputes between the Administrator General and all Ministers of Posts 
and Telegraphs appointed since his arrival over the control of that 
Ministry’s finances. 

In the latter mentioned conference between Dr. Millspaugh and 
the Prime Minister this question was frankly discussed, and Dr. 
Millspaugh stated frankly that he could no longer tolerate the in- 
subordination of the Ministry in question and, in order to alter the 
situation prevailing therein, the permanent Under-Secretary, Mokber- 
ed-Dowleh, must be dismissed. He presented a demand at the same 
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time that the Belgian Acting Director of Posts, Mr. Emil Pire, who 
has always been in close league with Mokber-ed-Dowleh in opposing 
the American advisers, should not be permitted to return to Persia 
from Stockholm where he has been attending the conference of the 
International Postal Union. The Prime Minister concurred in this 
demand and promised to take action. 

With regard to the settlement of the questions raised by the Finan- 
cial Mission as to the violation of their contracts, Dr. Millspaugh 
requested the dismissal of the imwieldly commission of fourteen 
which has been considering the matter but has accomplished nothing, 
and the appointment of a Commission of three, composed of the 
present Minister of Finance, Zoka-ol-Molk, the President of the 
Medjliss, Motamen-ol-Molk, and one deputy. 

As the Department was informed in the above-mentioned telegram, 
Dr. Millspaugh made a substantial concession at this time with regard 
to the contracts of the advisers, namely, that they would not insist 
upon an immediate cancellation and settlement before they consented 
to consider the continuation of their services. This concession on his 
part was unquestionably a wise one. 

It is obvious that the above solution of the advisers’ difficulties 
represents a signal victory for Dr. Millspaugh, and one which will 
no doubt add much to his prestige in the future. . . . 

I have [etc.] W[ailace] Smith Muerat 

891.51A/230 : Telegram 

The Oha/rge in Persia {Mwrray) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Teheran, February Jf, 1826—9 a. m. 

[Eeceived 11 ; 25 a. m.] 

7. Yesterday the Premier in conversation with the American Ad- 
ministrator General declared unequivocally that the Government, in 
which he said his position was for the future quite secure, has no 
thought of aUowing agreements with American advisers to lapse at 
their expiration on September 30. He gave expression of regard for 
Administrator General himself and hoped he would continue as chief 
of the staff of American officials. Millspaugh contemplates journey 
to America later in year to employ other assistants. 


Muerat 



PEBSIA 


541 


891.51A/341a : Telegram 

Tli^. Secretary of State to the Minister in Persia {PhUif) 

[Paraplxrase] 

Washington, December 18, 1906—6 p. m. 

52. The Persian Minister called today on the Secretary of State 
and as directed by his Government asked that influence of Depart- 
ment be exerted to persuade Millspaugh to give up his endeavors (1) 
to regulate flnances of Ministry of War and (2) to hinder railway 
projects in Persia. 

In commenting on the former matter, the Persian Minister pointed 
out that present ruler of Persia when still Minister of War had 
caused resignation of foreign military experts; and he represented 
that if the American Administrator now successfully forced his 
claims to regulate war budget, ground might be given for revival of 
subject of military missions by other governments. The Persian 
Minister’s attention was called to the difference between purely fiscal 
character of supervision of army budget by the American Adminis- 
trator and a military expert’s concern with the army itself. It was 
made clear to Persian Minister that although the United States is of 
course anxious to have the American Adviser accomplish his mis- 
sion, yet the Department feels some delicacy in attempting to make 
suggestions to him on a strictly professional aspect of his duties 
growing out of his powers as Administrator General. Assurances 
were given to the Persian Minister, however, that you would be in- 
formed of his request in order that you might employ your unofficial 
influence to allay misunderstandings between his Government and 
the Administrator General. 

The Department expressed its surprise over the second point brought 
up by the Minister and offered the suggestion that the American 
Administrator’s manifest diligence in engaging an American engineer 
and assistants appeared to contradict the supposition that he was 
opposed to the aspirations of Persia to develop her transportation 
system. 

You will please review the above with Doctor Millspaugh and re- 
port by cable the outcome of your conference with him, giving also 
your own views on the meaning and importance of the Persian Min- 
ister’s representations and stating what measures for improving the 
advisers’ position you would recommend. 


Ejsllogg 
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891.51A/343 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia {Philip) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Teheean, December 27, 1926—9 f. m. 

[BeceiTed December 27 — 4 : 22 p. m.] 

70. Department’s 52, of December 18. I concur with Millspaugh 
in regarding representations of Persian Minister in Washington as 
possible result of audience which he had with Shah before he left 
for America and before present situation had arisen. His indirect 
censure of American Administrator appears absurd since the latter 
is now on better terms with the Minister of War than ever before. 
Millspaugh stated to me in respect of railways that he had himself 
been responsible for laying aside within a couple of years funds now 
amounting to over 7,000,000 tomans to be devoted to railway 
development. 

Later the Minister for Foreign Affairs told me that Persian Min- 
ister in Washington had received no instructions from Teheran 
relating to Millspaugh mission. 

Alai has privately discussed legislation [sitmtion?'] with me. He 
told me the Shah has again intimated disapproval of American Ad- 
ministrator and expressed dislike for all foreign officials in presence 
of members of Cabinet and of Parliament. Alai tiiinks Shah’s present 
attitude, as also private instructions from Court to Persian Minister 
in Washington, may have been prompted by machinations of for- 
eigners and by MiUspaugh’s rejection of contract with German spe- 
cialist in smelting. Alai also suggests it might do good if I obtain 
audience and ask Shah to explain these matters. 

Except for Shah’s alleged dissatisfaction, which is disquieting, the 
position of the advisers appears to be better, although other interested 
countries may be growing jealous of recruiting of numerous American 
assistants. ... It appears to me that the attitude of the Shah is the 
decisive element in the situation. 


Ptttt.tp 


891.61A/S47 

TJ^e Mimster in. Persia {PhiUp) to the Secretary of Staie 

No. 231 Teheran", December SO, 1926. 

[Beceived January 27, 1927.] 

Sm: I have the honor to report that the status of the American 
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Financial Mission in Persia continues to be the all-engrossing subject 
of interest from the point of view of American affairs. 

,•••••• 

Accordingly, in the course of a conversation with the Prime Min- 
ister today, the 30th instant, I mentioned the report of steps being 
taken to limit the powers vested in Doctor Millspaugh in the case 
a renewal of his contract should be decided upon by Persia. I said 
I felt sure that such a proposal would not be made by the friends of 
the Financial Mission or even by those who were convinced of the 
personal integrity of Doctor Millspaugh and the efBcacy of his efforts 
in behalf of the Government and people of the country. I said that 
in my opinion the curtailing of the powers which were accorded to 
the Administrator General under his existing contract would render 
his work largely abortive and the position of the entire Mission an 
untenable one. 

The Prime Minister replied that he had heard of the intention, 
both in and out of the Medjlis, to take under consideration and 
discussion certain articles of the Millspaugh contract when its 
renewal should be officially decided upon. He was not informed as 
to the specific articles objected to in some quarters. However, he 
assured me emphatically that personally he was opposed to any 
diminution of the powers now vested in the Administrator General 
and that he would do all he could to insure against such a decision. 

Mostowfi-ol-Mamalek then spoke at length of his interest in the 
Mission and his desire to see its work, “which has only begun”, 
crowned with success. He reverted to the necessity for great tact, 
patience and carefulness on Millspaugh’s part in the application of 
his reforms to a country such as Persia. In this coimection he said 
that, when Prime Minister several years since, he had impressed upon 
Millspaugh, at the outset, the absolute necessity for slow and per- 
suasive measures rather than those of an abrupt and didactic nature 
if success were to be attained. He still considers the work but at its 
commencement, though he acknowledges that great and surprising 
advances have been accomplished, and he sincerely hopes that every 
means will be adopted by Millspaugh and his associates to conform 
their work rather to the understanding and the character of the 
people than to drastic rules and regulations suitable, perhaps, to 
a western nation with a very different past and very different prob- 
lems from those of Persia, etc. The Prime Minister concluded by 
assuring me that his best efforts both with the Shah and his Cabinet 
would be given toward the assurance of the retention of the American 
Financial Mission and the success of its efforts. 

I have [etc.] HorroiAsr Phixif 

323422 — 42 — vol. Ill 41 
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701.9111/240a 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Persia {Philip) 

'So, 628 Washington, Januofry 10^ 1927. 

Sir: There is enclosed herewith for your information a copy of 
the remarks made on December 7, 1926 by Mirza Davoud !Khan Mef- 
tah, the appointed Minister of Persia, upon the presentation of his 
letters of credence to the President. A copy of the President’s reply 
is likewise transmitted. 

You will note that the President in his reply to Mr. Meftah made 
particular reference to the services being rendered Persia by the 
American Financial Mission and expressed the hope that with the 
continued support of the Shah and of the Persian Government, Dr. 
Millspaugh and his assistants would be able to render even greater 
services in the future. 

In case the substance of the President’s remarks regarding Dr. 
Millspaugh and his assistants is not generally known in government 
and court circles at Teheran you may care to make informal refer- 
ence thereto in the course of your conversations with competent 
Persian officials should an appropriate opportunity offer itself. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

J. Butler Wright 


[Bnclosure] 

Remarks of tfie Persicm Minister {Meftah), Upon the Presentation 
of Sis Letters of Credence, December 7, 19B6, and the Reply of 
President Coolidge 

Toue Exceoxenct : I have the honor to hand to you the Autograph 
Letters by which His Imperial Majesty Eeza Shah Pahlavi, my 
August Sovereign, has been graciously pleased to appoint me as 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Persia to the 
United States of America. 

The duties thus entrusted to me by my Sovereign and the Persian 
Government involve, of course the maintenance and further consoli- 
dation of the very cordial relations which have for so long past hap- 
pily existed between our two countries. 

I need hardly mention how grpatly I value and appreciate the 
high honor and privilege of being selected by the Persian Govern- 
ment to discharge the duties of so onerous and important a post 
as Persian Minister at Washington. 

The real sympathy and friendship which have always been ex- 
tended to Persia by your great nation, and which evoked the decision 
of my Government to apply to the United States for an American 
Mission to supervise and admimster the finances of my country, in- 
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spire me witli confidence that my work here in your beautiful Capital 
•will meet with that success to which His Imperial Majesty and my 
Government look forward with keen anticipation. The task of the 
American Mission in coordinating and centralizing the finances of 
Persia was naturally not an easy one at the outset, but thanks to the 
zeal and the eflEorts of its members — so typical of such an industrious 
and hardworking people like the Americans — considerable progress 
has already been made; and without doubt the Persian Govenunent 
and people can look ■with confidence to further progress being made 
and to the ultimate consolidation of their most valuable services to 
Persia, now that the Mission is better acquainted with the people and 
conditions of the country. 

In conclusion may I add Mr. Premdent, that my constant en- 
deavor during my period of office at Washington be to merit 
and gain your goodwill, and to draw still closer the bonds of friend- 
diip imiting our two people. I am convinced that in my efforts 
to accomplish so worthy an object I shall be honored with your 
valuable support and the friendly cooperation of your Govenunent. 

The Peesident’s Keplt 

Mb. Ministee: It affords me pleasure to receive from you the 
letters whereby His Imperial Majesty, the Shah, accredits you as 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary near the Gov- 
ernment of the United States and to accord you recognition in this 
high capacity. You may rest assured that the officials of this Gov- 
ernment will gladly cooperate with you in furthering the cordial 
relations which have in the past liappily existed between our two 
countries. 

I have noted with satisfaction the references which you have 
made to the sympalhy and friendship which have always been 
extended to the Government and people of Persia by the Government 
and people of the United States and which led your Government to 
apply to the United State’s for an American I^ssion to supervise 
and administer the finances of Persia. The success which has thus 
far attended the efforts of the American Mission in behalf of Persia 
is most gratifying and I hope that, with the continued support 
of His Majesty, the Shah, and of your Government, Dr. MUlspaugh 
and his assistants will be able to render even greater services in 
the future. I ask that you convey to your Sovereign and to the 
Persian Government and people my sincere -wishes for the happiness 
and prosperity of your nation. In concluaon let me express the 
hope that your stay in Washington may be an agreeable one in 
every way. 
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891.5lA/346a 

The Secretary of State to the Mmister in Persia {Philip) 

ITo. 530 Washington, January 19^ 1927. 

Sir: Adverting to the Department’s instruction No. 528 of Janu- 
ary 10, 1927 enclosing for your information a copy of the remarks 
made on December 7, 1926 by Davoud Elan Meftah and by the 
President on the occasion of the presentation of Mr. Meftah’s letters 
of credence as Minister of Persia at Washington, there is quoted 
hereinafter a statement made by the Secretary on January 1, 1927 
with regard to the activities of the American Financial Mission in 
Persia. “The activities of the American Financial Mission in Persia 
under the able leadership of Dr. Millspaugh have been noted by 
the Department with interest and satisfaction.” 

The above statement was contained in a brief report made by 
the Secretary in reviewing the work and accomplishments of the 
Department of State during the past year. This report was pub- 
lished in the Nero York Times of January 1, 1927 together with 
similar reports of other Cabinet officers of this Government. 

It is believed that a knowledge in Teheran of the attitude of the 
Department as set forth in the present statement of the Secretary may 
prove helpful to you in rendering informal assistance to Dr. Mills- 
paugh in difficulties which may arise in connection with the work 
of his mission. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

Leland Harrison 


891.51A/347 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Persia {PhUip) 

No. 532 Washington, February 1927. 

Sir: The Department has received and read with much interest 
your despatch No. 231 of December 30, 1926 commenting on the pos- 
sible motives which inspired the representations made on December 
18, 1926 by the Persian Minister in Washington regarding Dr. A. C. 
Millspaugh, the Administrator General of Persian Finances, as 
reported to you in the Department’s No. 52 of December 18, 6 p. m. 

The Department has noted with approval the attitude which you 
have assumed with respect to the rumored proposal to limit the pres- 
ent powers of Dr. Millspaugh in case a renewal of his contract should 
be decided upon by the Persian Government. 

^ While the Department is not officially concerned in the above ques- 
tion it has, on numerous occasions, as you are aware, evinced its 
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sympathetic interest in the work of Dr. Millspaugh and its willing- 
ness to render him, when possible, such assistance as might contribute 
toward the successful accomplishment of his duties. 

It is therefore desired that upon appropriate occasions you lend 
your unofficial good offices in an endeavor to dissuade the Persian 
Government from taking any action with regard to the Adminis- 
trator General that might tend to defeat the ends for which he was 
engaged by that Government and brought to Persia. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

Leland Hakeeson 


891.61A/366 

The Miniater in Persia (Philip) to the Secretaryi of State 

'No. 275 TEHi 2 RA]sr, Fehruary 1927. 

[Beceived March 25.] 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a circular let- 
ter (marked confidential) from Doctor A. C. Millspaugh to members 
of the American Financial Mission under date of January 31, 1927 
(Bahman 10, 1305).^^ 

Doctor Millspaugh informs me that this letter was destined as a 
means of giving his colleagues an insight into the situation as regards 
a possible renewal of his contract and of advising them as to the 
most appropriate attitude for them to adopt in the circumstances. 

In the meantime, the question of the renewal of the contracts of 
Millspaugh, MacCormack and Hall, which will expire in the fall of 
this year, has now become the all important factor in the future of 
the Mission. 

The crux of this question of course is to be found in the eventual 
decision of the Persian Government as to the retention of Millspaugh. 

Of this, I feel it is possible to say, a very large majority of the 
public opinion in Persia is in favor. I would go further and surmise 
that the Shah also is in favor of this, although he may feel that he 
would prefer a more complaisant and personally sympathetic chief 
of the American Mission. I am also of the opinion that the actual 
enemies of the Mission feel that they are hardly strong enough to 
bring about the defeat of a proposal to renew Millspaugh’s contract. 

Therefore, I judge that the point upon which the future of the 
Millspaugh Mission will turn is that of the powers to be vested in the 
Administrator General of Finances in a new contract. 

This feature is one of vital importance to the future work of the 
Mission. It is that in regard to which the attitude of the Shah is 
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Rneertaia as yet. It is that upon which the enemies of the Mission 
probably will focus all their energies. 

It is that question of powers which doubtless forms the chief topic 
of innuendo and suggestion on the part of various foreign interests 
who seek to discredit and weaken the position of the American Advisers. 

Doctor Millspaugh has emphatically stated to me that he would 
not remain should any material curtail [ment] of his authority be de- 
cided upon, but that he is prepared to continue his work should he be 
offered a contract of the same nature as that now held by him. In 
this eventuality, I imderstand he has several propositions to make in 
regard to minor changes in his contract as well as in the composition 
of the Mission. 

I may mention that a certain urgency attaches to the question of 
the renewal of the contracts of Millspaugh, MacCormack and Hall 
owing to the fact that they are all entitled to leave of absence during 
the summer months. This leave extends to the dates of expiration of 
their contracts. Therefore it is most important to the individuals 
concerned that they be informed before their departure on leave from 
Persia whether or not their return will be desired. 

Much interest has centered upon the advent of Prince Firouz (Nos- 
rat-ed-Dowleh) into the Ministry of Finance. . . . 

The new Minister already has displayed insistent determination to 
assert his authority in matters pertaining to the Mission and to seek 
out matters which may be open to criticism. In certain respects he 
has given the impression that he believes his predecessors have been 
entirely too subservient to the will of Doctor Millspaugh and that they 
have in this connection failed to exercise many of the powers to which 
they have been entitled. I have counseled Millspaugh to meet this 
attitude with entire equanimity and to cheerfully afford Prince Firouz 
every opportunity of familiarizing himself with the real aims and 
difficulties of his work. The result of such a course should be to render 
the more obvious and public any attempt on the part of the Minister 
to bring unjust criticism to bear upon the efforts of the Mission. 

Millspaugh now seems inclined to believe that Prince Firouz will 
recognize both the advantage to his official career in supporting a work 
so palpably beneficial to the public weal, as well as the futility of 
openly attacking the Mission in the face of existing popular opinion 
in its favor. The Minister recently informed one of Millspaugh’s 
assistants that he intends soon to see the Shah and to recommend the 
retention of the Millspaugh Mission. ITo allusion was made however 
to the probable attitude he would assume with the Shah respecting the 
powers to be vested in the Administrator General under a new contract. 

I have [etc.] Hoffman Phujp 
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891.51A/368 

MemoTcmdum of an Audience Given to then American Minieter 
{Philip) hy Reza JShah Pahlavi, April 19^7 

Alluding to the object of the audience the Minister said to the 
Shah that before His Majesty’s departure from Teheran when the 
Minister had asked for an audience he had heard certain rumors to 
the effect that His Majesty was not satisfied with the services of the 
American Mission. He had therefore wished to go directly to His 
Majesty and try to find out whether they were true and if so what was 
wrong and whether he (Minister) could assist in solving a possible 
misunderstanding, etc. He had heard that conditions had since 
improved. 

The Shah replied it was true that he had expressed dissatisfaction 
with the American Mission. This has not been caused by any personal 
matters, and his Majesty had no motives. He was thinking exclusively 
of the interests of the country. He had from the beginning been one 
of the strongest supporters of the American Mission for he realized 
the country was in need of the services of this Mission. He had 
praised and commended those members of the mission who had served 
satisfactorily, and he had criticized those whose services were not 
satisfactory. He believed those who had served well should be asked 
to continue their services and those whose services were not satisfactory 
should be replaced either by some of the present members of the 
Mission or by some new ones. 

Dr. Millspaugh’s methods of action were not satisfactory to the 
government and if he failed to improve in this respect the govern- 
ment would be compelled to replace him either by one of tlie members 
of the present mission or by engaging a new man. 

Upon the Minister expressing a desire to know what actions of Dr. 
Millspaugh were unsatisfactory the Shah said he violated the laws. 
He wrote provoking letters to the government. Instead of presenting 
a quarterly report of his activities, as had been provided in his contract, 
he published pamphlets in which he wrote things which were pro- 
voking to the government and which created bad impressions against 
the country in the eyes of foreigners as well as Persians. 

The Minister said he would appreciate it if the Shah would confide 
in him the cases in which Dr. Millspaugh had violated the laws, for 
that was exactly what he wished very much to know. He said person- 
ally he had a great admiration for Dr. Millspaugh and that his govern- 
ment and the American people believed the American Mission had 
made much success and that it[s] success was chiefly due to the leader- 
ship of Dr. Millspaugh. The Minister had spoken to every member 
except, possibly, one of the Mission and he had been told by all of 

Copy transmitted to the Department hy the Minister as an enclosure to his 
despatch No. 31d, Apr. 21 ; received May 21. 
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them that Dr. Millspaugh was the spirit of the Mission and without 
him it would have been unable to accomplish what already had been 
done. He believed that no member of the present Mission would be 
able to replace Dr. Millspaugh as successfully. The Minister could 
probably suggest several men in America who might be highly quali- 
fied to replace Dr. Millspaugh, but it is doubtful if any of them 
would be available and if so it is probable that their service would 
command as much as seventy five to one hundred thousand dollars 
annually. 

Dr. Millspaugh might have his own weaknesses, but his value should 
be judged from a comparison of his defects with his good qualities. 
Somebody had said to the Minister Dr. Millspaugh might have twenty 
undesirable qualities, but he also had sixty (80) good qualities. He 
would therefore be better than another who might be found to have 
50 good qualities and 50 bad qualities. He had good motives. He was 
sincerely devoted to his duty which was to serve Persia as well as he 
could, etc. 

The Shah said he had written documents which proved that Dr. 
Millspaugh had violated the laws. According to his contract, 
which was a law, he was to do things with the concurrence of the 
Minister of Finance. He had failed to do this. He would say Dr. 
Millspaugh had 99 good qualities and but one undesirable : that was 
his disregard for the dignity of government. This was a very 
grave thing. It was enough to obliterate all his advantages. Unless 
he changed in this respect the government would be obliged to 
terminate his contract even if that might result in difficulties for 
the government. The government preferred to be in difficulties 
and be independent, rather than be comfortable and be deprived of 
that independence. 

He could not see why it would be difficult to find a new man who 
could take the place of Dr. Millspaugh, or to replace him by one 
of the present members of the Mission. 

The Minister said he had heard rumors of agitations against 
the Mission created by elements which were inspired from selfish 
motives. Of course he was not in a position to judge of the truth 
of these rumors, but he could see that if anybody had the desire 
to weaken the Mission the best method of going about it would 
be to attack the position of Dr, Millspaugh. He admitted Dr. Mills- 
paugh was a student and a man of the desk rather than a courtier 
or a diplomat, and that in the cultivation of relations with men 
rather than facts he was at a certain disadvantage. It was a fact, 
however, that those who were in charge of finances and the control 
of expenditures throughout the world were not generally popular 
with those who were affected by their rulings. This is the same 
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in the United States as elsewhere. But there it is generally accepted 
and appreciated as an effort to benefit the country as a whole. 

He added that the members of the Mission were in a state of 
uncertainty in regard to whether or not their contracts would be 
renewed and it would be useful if a decision in regard to this subject 
could be taken at an early date. 

The Shah said he was prepared to support the work of Dr. Mills- 
paugh with his sword, even if he reduced his own salary or that of 
his son. He paid no attention to intrigues for he was convinced 
that the American Mission was very useful to Persia. The govern- 
ment would surely renew the contracts of the members of the Mission. 
He believed, and he said to Dr. Millspaugh, that in the future the 
government will benefit more from the services of the Mission than 
in the past. For in the past the members of the Mission had been 
acquiring experience and in the future they would be in a position 
to use that experience. If Dr. Millspaugh’s contract was to be re- 
newed the government should be assured that he would improve his 
methods of dealing with it. If he did not undertake to improve 
those methods the government would have to amend his contract 
so that he would be in a position wherein he would not be able to 
exercise them. If none of these things could be done the govern- 
ment would have to replace him. 

He agreed with the Minister that Dr. Millspaugh had much 
improved his methods during the past few months, and he expressed 
the hope that he would remain that way. 

The Minister offered his services in case it was ever felt that he 
could assist in improving conditions. The United States Govern- 
ment was only interested in the successful accomplishment of the 
task which the American Financial Mission had undertaken. His 
government and the American people admired His Majesty for the 
great work that he had up to the present done for his country and 
they sincerely hoped that he would be able to do more in the foture. 

The Shah appreciated the cordial sentiments that the President 
of the United States had expressed in regard to him on various 
occasions, to Persians as well as to others who had visited the United 
States. America was yoimg but her people were full of energy. 
They naturally liked energetic men. 

891.51A/372 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia {Philip) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Tehekan-, Jims 25, 1927 — 11 a. m. 

[Received June 25 — 1-. 16 a. m.] 

[43.] Draft of new contract has been submitted formally by 
Minister of Finance to Millspaugh for his approval. Millspaugh 
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regards new terms as entirely inadmissible, and he is drawing up 
for the Prime Minister a long exposition of his own views. 

The Minister of Finance, as perhaps also the Government, appears 
to wish to deprive Doctor Millspaugh and the other Americans of 
their essential powers and to break up their close unity of organiza- 
tion, or to obtain the resignation of Doctor Millspaugh himself. 

Philip 


891.51A/373 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia {Philip) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Teheran, Jrnie 30^ 1927 — 4^ p, m, 
[Eeceived June 30 — 12:21 p. m.] 

44. Crisis over contract is becoming acute in opinion of Doctor 
Millspaugh and myself. He expects to address to Prime Minister 
at once an explanation of his objections to the contract as drafted, 
and he requests that I call upon Prime Minister and Shah as soon 
as he has submitted his prepared statement. 

Will the Department empower me to say to the Shah that the 
Government of the United States is disturbed by information that 
the American Administrator General has not been accorded a friendly 
participation m the drafting of a new contract, and that when his 
departure was already imminent he received proposals which were 
immediately published and by which his whole past administration 
of Persian finances seemed to be discredited and his position made 
otherwise more difficult. 

Philip 


89a.51A/373 ; Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Persia {Philip) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, Jwne 30^ 1927 — 6 f. m. 

31. Tour telegram No. 44. Department recommends that in your 
audience with Shah you represent that an unfavorable impression 
will inevitably be made in America by the information that the 
American Administrator General has not been accorded a friendly 
participation in the drafting of a new contract, and that when his 
departure was already imminent he received proposals which were 
imm ediately published and by which his whole past administration 
of Persian finances seemed to be discredited You are directed to 
make special reference to the attention which the Financial Mission 



PERSIA 


563 


to Persia has attracted in the United States, both in and out of 
Government, and if you think it would lend weight to your repre- 
sentations you may call attention to the allusions to America’s inter- 
est in Persia made by the President on occasion of presentation of 
Persian Minister’s credentials, and by Secretary of State in his re- 
view of American foreign relations in 1926. (You are referred to 
instructions 528, January 10, 1927, and 530, January 19, 1927.) 

Cable full information of further developments. 

Bjsllogg 


891.51A/374 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia {Philip) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Teheran, July 5, 19^7 — S p. m, 
[Eeceived July 8 — 2 : 54 p. m.] 

47. Eeference to your 31, of June 30. This morning the Shah 
gave me very friendly audience. He began by making particular 
mention of the altered state of Persia, its changing national tend- 
encies and its new dynasty. After these allusions to dijfference 
between present conditions and those of 1922, he went on to say with 
great earnestness that he still looked for sympathy and help of 
America and for uninterrupted cooperation of experts from America 
only. He declared that proceedings of Finance Minister must not 
be construed as evidence of the Government’s dissatisfaction with 
helpful services of Doctor Millspaugh or of design to bring about 
his withdrawal from Persia, although some changes in contract are 
thought to be required by present conditions. The Shah stated that 
Premier and Minister of Court have been instructed to enter into 
consultation with the Administrator General in preparation of new 
contract. 

Celebration of Moharrem has interrupted public business until 
the 14th. 

Philip 


891.51A/376 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia {PhUip) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirase] 

Teecbhan, July 1921f—ll a. m. 
[Received July 22 — 10:65 a. m.] 

49. Legation’s 47, July 8, 3 p. m. Nothing helpful was accom- 
plished by American Administrator’s conference with Prime Minister 
and Minister of Court. An official communication sent through 
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Finance Minister to Millspaugh contains draft of new contract. 
Millspaugh is informed these are last proposals of Government, and 
is required to signify his intentions before the 27th. The new articles 
show no important alterations in terms, according to MiUspaugh, and 
are quite inadmissible. . . . His decision is to reject contract and 
when arrangements for departure are completed to start for America. 

On the 20th an editorial appeared in SetarehrlTan, which represents 
views of I Finance Minister, advocating employment of financial 
experts but no autocratic foreign officials. 

Phujp 


891.514/377 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia {PhUif) to the Secretary of State 

Teheran, JuJ/y 30, 19^ — S p. m. 

[Eeceived July 30 — 2 : 15 p. m.] 

60. Department’s 36, July 28, 5 p. m., delivered on 30th instant.®^ 
My telegram No. 49, July 22, 11 a. m. Millspaugh refused and will 
leave August 3rd or 4th. Medjliss voted bill 28th instant appointing 
Prime Minister as Acting Administrator General for imexpired 
period of Millspaugh’s contract. Majority mission members believe 
their positions will be rendered untenable and that the action of the 
Government has invalidated their contracts which render them di- 
rectly accountable to a nongovernmental administrator general, et 
cetera. Bather than resign, losing all claims to indemnity and travel- 
ing expenses, they contemplate remaining temporarily, in the expec- 
tation that the Government will either dismiss them or otherwise 
render itself liable to such claims. 

The Shah seems to be squardy behind Tehnourtache and Firouz 
who control this matter. In the absence of the assistance of the Gov- 
ernment or a more serious-minded public opinion, neither of which 
seems probable, the situation does not appear to me capable of favor- 
able adjustment. I have advised Millspaugh to leave as soon as 
possible and the other members of the mission to avoid any action 
which might unfavorably affect public sympathy with the mission. 
It is remotely possible that circumstances may force the Government 
ultimately to decide to continue the mission with unchanged powers 
probably under a new administrator general but at present there 
is no indication of this. 


“Not prlnte4. 


Philip 
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891.51A/377 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Persia (Philip) 

[Paraplirase] 

Washington, August 19 ^ — 5 p, m, 

37. Having in view events reported in Legation’s 50, July 30, 5 
p. m,. Department instructs you to say to Persian Government, pro- 
vided there should appear to you no ground for objection, that the 
American Government, recalling the help which it gave unoflSicially 
at instance of Persian Government in selection of financial advisers, 
has now decided to reserve entire liberty in acting upon future re- 
quests which it may receive for assistance in promoting the engage- 
ment of its nationals as advisers to Persian Government. It should 
be made quite plain to the Persian Government that the Government 
of the United States would not wish its relations with the American 
advisers since 1922 to be used hereafter and under altered conditions 
as a binding precedent. 

Kellogg 


891.51A/378 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia {Philip) to the Secretary of State 


Teheran, August 19^7 — 1 p. m. 

[Eeceived August 4 — 9 : 35 a. m.] 

51. Millspaugh left today, due New York via Italian vessel first 
week September. 


Philip 


891.61A/377 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Persia {Philip) 

Washington, August S, 1927 — 6 p, m. 
39. The Department desires to be informed briefly by telegraph 
what action, if any, you took on the basis of its 37, August 2, 5 p. m. 

Kellogg 


891.51A/381 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia {Philip) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrasel 

Tbhekan, Augvst 9, 19^7 — 6 'p. m. 
[Becdved August 9 — 11 : 20 a. m.] 
62. Your No. 39 of August 8. I have delayed giving effect to 
Department’s No. 37 fearing to provoke Government to hostility 
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against members of mission still in Persia. As position of Ameri- 
cans is not improving, I had determined to address communication to 
Persian Government tomorrow. But I shall again postpone delivery 
of note until Department confirms previous instructions. If Persian 
Legation presents further requests, I beg to be kept informed. 

PhujEP 


891.51A/381 : Telegram 

The Secretofny of State to the MinisteT in Persia {Philip) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington-, August 5, 1927 — 6 p. m. 

39 [bis]. Eeference to Legation’s 52, August 9, 5 p. m. The De- 
partment has received no recent communication of any sort from 
Persian Minister regarding either the past or future of staff of 
American advisers in Persia. 

Purpose of instructions to Legation, No. 3T, August 2, 6 p. m., 
was first of all to insure Department against becoming later involved 
in recruiting of a financial mission in United States with authority 
so diminished and status otherwise so altered that its chances of suc- 
cess in Persia would be dubious. 

It is not, of course, the desire of the Department that you proceed 
to any action which would create unnecessary difficulties for remain- 
ing members of mission. Since in your view, however, the moment 
has come to address note to Persian Government in conformity with 
instruction No. 37, the Department now confirms those instructions. 

Cable information of action you take. 

EIellogg 


891.51A/382 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia (PhUip) to the Seoretai'y of State 

[Paraphrase] 


Teheran, August 13^ 1927— noon, 
[Eeceived August 13 — 11 : 42 a. m.] 
53, Acting under authorization of Department’s 39 [bis], August 
9, 1 have today delivered note to Persian Government. 

Philip 

891.51A/413 


The Minister in Persia {PhUip) to the Secretary of State 

414 Teheran, August 19, 1927. 

[Received September 21.] 

Sir : In confirmation of my cable message No. 53 of August 13, 12 
noon, I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a note to the 
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Persian Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, dated the 11th instant, 
in which I endeavored to express the attitude of the Department in 
respect to possible future requests by Persia for its informal assistance 
in the selection of American citizens as members of a Financial Mission 
in Persia. 

As Dr. Millspaugh’s rejection of the Government’s proposal was 
final and in view of the situation then pending between the remain- 
ing members of the Mdlspaugh Mission and the Persian Government, 
I delayed the action indicated by the Department in its cable instruc- 
tion No. 37 of August 2, 5 p. m. My idea was that the receipt 
of the note in question might react to the disadvantage of these gen- 
tlemen, who were at the time seeking to bring about a cancellation of 
their contracts on a favorable financial basis. As it turned out, their 
conversations have led to nothing but verbal assurances that Hieir 
status will remain practically unchanged for the time being. 

Just what effect the receipt of the above note has had upon this 
Government, I have not yet had an opportunity to ascertain. 

One of the American advisers told me today, the 19th instant, 
that a Persian of supposed British leanings had informed him that 
a note had been received from me at the Foreign Office which ex- 
pressed disapproval on account of the neglect by the Government 
to accord courtesies to Millspaugh on his departure. The Persian 
informant added that, of course, this would render impossible the 
engagement of another American Administrator General. 

It may be that the sense of the text of the opening paragraph of 
the enclosed note has been purposely distorted for political reasons, 
and that it might have been preferable to have stated clearly that 
the circumstances alluded to involved the Government’s insincere and 
unfair methods in its final dealings with Millspaugh. 

However, I feel assured that the real purport of the note is thor- 
oughly appreciated by the Persian Government. 

I have [etc.] Hoffman Phttjf 

[Bnclosure] 

T’Ac Amenoan Minister {Philip) to the Persian Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs {PaJerevcm) 

No. 208 Teheran, Augmt 77, 19B7. 

Exoellibnot: I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that I 
am instructed to solicit the kind attention of the Imperial Govern- 
ment to the situation which has arisen from the circumstances sur- 
rounding the departure from Persia of Dr. A. O. Millspaugh, Ad- 
ministrator General of the Imperial Finances. 

My Government, as a consequence, desires to make plain to the 
Imperial Government at this time that its attitude toward the Amer- 
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ican Financial Mission during the past five years is not to be regarded 
as a precedent to be invoked in the future, when circumstances may 
have appreciably changed. 

The Department of State, therefore, having in mind such official 
[urio'jjicial] assistance as it extended at the request of the Imperial 
Grovemment in connection with the formation of the Millspaugh 
Mission, feels under the necessity of reserving to itself complete liberty 
of action in considering any future requests which may be made for 
its informal and unofficial good offices in facilitating the employment 
of American citizens as members of a financial Mission in Persia, 

I avail myself [etc.] Hoffman Philip 

891.51A/398 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia (Philip) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Teheran, August W, 19^ — % p. m. 
[Eeceived August 29 — ^10:43 a. m.] 

66. Eeference to your 37, August 2, 5 p. m, ; Legation’s 53, August 
13, noon. I have received information from Acting Foreign Minister, 
who has always been friendly to Financial Mission, that my note of 
August 11 has sharply irritated Mlnistiy who will this week prepare 
a reply the tenor of which will be as follows : 

1. Paragraph 1 of Legation’s note not clear. 

2. Eight of interference by other governments not conceded by 
Persian Government in its disputes with foreign officials in Persian 
service. 

3. Persian (^vemment had been inclined to rely upon obtaining 
counsel of United States Government in choosing a finaTieinl adviser 
and other officials. Having regard, however, to the recent communi- 
cation from the American Minister the Persian Government will here- 
after refrain from taking into its service any citizens of the United 
States. 

In my communication of August 11 a part of first paragraph is in 
following words: 

I ani instructed to solicit the attention of the Imperial Government 
to the situation which has arisen from the circumstances surrounding 
the departure from Persia of Dr. A. C. Millspaugh.” . 

The note continues in conformity with instruction No. 39 [bis]. 

I am urged by Pakrevan ... to ask Department to instruct me to 
withdraw note or to so modi:fy it as to anticipate Persian Government’s 
rejomder as how designed which he thinks will absolutely preclude 
possibility of again employing Americans to administer finances, a 
consequence which those now in control of Government view perhaps 
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with unconcern notwithstanding general favor in which Persians hold 
administration by Americans. The country is much disturbed and 
dissatisfied and, according to reports, Mullas are everywhere inciting 
to sedition which is not, however, specifically related to question of 
American advisers. 

I hope to learn attitude of Department before Wednesday morning 
when I am again to see Pakrevan. I do not advise recall of note, but 
in order to prevent an incident it might be helpful to authorize me to 
send a note of explanation in sense of Department’s 39 [bis], para- 
graph 2. 

PnauF 

891.61A/398 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretofry of State to the Minister in Persia {PhMip) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washtn-gton, August 29 ^ 1927 — 6 p. m. 

44. Eeferring Legation’s 56, August 29, 2 p. m. 

1. In judgment of Department there exist no adequate grounds for 
recalling communication of August 11 to Persian Government. 

2. Department instructs you to state to Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, either by letter or in conversation as may seem most suitable, 
that the communication which you addressed to him is in no way to 
be regarded as an attempt to interfere with or call in question the acts 
of the Persian Government in its disputes with foreign officers in its 
service. You may offer as evidence of sincerity of this declaration 
that your communication explicitly and repeatedly referred only to 
future contingencies, and that it was addressed to the Persian Govern- 
ment when the subject of the renewal of contract with the Adminis- 
trator General had already been brought to a conclusion and his 
departure was already an accomplished fact. The Acting Foreign 
Minister should be informed that your note of August 11 was intended 
only to preclude chance of later difficulties by a timely notice that the 
informal assistance of the United States Government in 1922 toward 
securing for Persia a staff of American advisers could not in the 
future be counted upon unconditionally. 

3. If the Persian Government finds some obscurity in the initial 
statement of your communication as you quote it in your telegram 
56, you should make it quite clear to the Persian Government that 
the words have no special significance except as an opening formula. 

4. It is taken for granted by the Department that your communica- 
tion of the 11th instant contained the substance of the Department’s 
37 of August 2, 6 p. m. Telegram 39 [bis], August 9, 5 p. m. from 
Department was intended solely for your private faiowledge and 
direction and not for transmission. 


323422 — 42 — ^vol. iii- 
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Castle 
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891.51A/400 : Telegram 

Tli0 Minister in Persia {Philip) to the Secretosry of State 

[Parapbrasel 

Teheran, SeptemJber 19^7 — 10 a, on. 

[Keceived September 1 — 6 : 52 a. m.] 

59. On August 31 Pakrevan read to me in Englisli the Govern- 
ment’s rejoinder to my note of August 11, which he has been in- 
structed to sign and deliver. It is very sharp in tone as I predicted 
in my No. 56, August 29. He received my aide-oneonoire of explana- 
tion and has promised to present it to the Ministry, but he requests 
me to ask the Department to authorize withdrawal of my note, and 
thus to thwart what he suspects as purpose to subvert present 
relations with Russia [^Ame'rijcaf] by men now in control of the 
Government whose position is, however, precarious and who are 
provoking secret opposition. Pakrevan informed me that the Gov- 
ernment had resolved, probably at the instance of the Shah, to 
negotiate in the United States for the employment of some eminent 
expert in finance, and that it had declined to receive proposal to 
nominate ... to the post. 

I would advocate without hesitation recall of note of August 11 
if I were convinced that such course would forestall possible break 
in good relations and thwart designs of men now in control of 
Government. Under present circumstances I should be disposed to 
withdraw note if Persian Government will accept stipulation that the 
United States Government may in future renew expressions con- 
tained in note. If Department inclines to this course I should be 
glad to have instructions without delay. 

Taghi Zadeh, with whom I have discussed present affairs, thinks 
conditions will not continue as they are. He also told me he hoped 
note would be recalled by Department. 

Phujp 


891.51A/400 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in Persia {Philip) 

[Paraphrase] 

WASHiNGTOiir, Septemler 1, 1927—5 p. m. 
47. In view of fact that Persian Government has construed Lega- 
tion’s note of August 11 in sense quite alien to intentions of the 
United States Government as conveyed in Department’s 37, August 
2, 5 p. m., and in order to correct this misunderstanding, the Depart- 
ment now sanctions recall at your discretion of the note and of the 
supplementary cdde-m&rnoire referred to in Legation’s telegram 59, 
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September 1. Should you exercise these discretionary powers, you 
are instructed to communicate to Acting Foreign Minister by word 
of mouth the Department’s explanation as above stated, and you may 
add any other explanations as may seem to you proper. You will 
not, however, permit yourself to be drawn into discussion of position 
American Government may hereafter adopt toward American ad- 
visers in Persian service. 

Casomb 


891.51A/418 

The Minister in Persia (Philip) to the Searetwry of Stale 

No. 431 Teherak, SeptemJber 10, 19^, 

[Received October 5.] 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart- 
ment’s cable instruction No. 47 of September 1, 5 p. m., and to refer 
to previous correspondence relative to my note of August 11, 1927, 
to the Persian Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, which outlined 
tihe attitude of our Government as regards possible requests in the 
future for its assistance in the selection of American citizens as 
members of a financial Mission lin Persia. 

In my cable messages Nos. 56 and 69 of August 29, 2 p. m., and 
September 1, 10 a. m., respectively, I reported the gist of conversa- 
tions, with the Persian Acting ItCnister of Foreign Affairs on this 
subject. 

On the 28th ultimo, Mr. Pakrevan called upon me and represented 
the situation as reported in my No. 66. 

In accordance with the authorization embodied in the Department’s 
No. 44 of August 29, 6 p. m., I prepared an Aide Memoire, a copy 
of which I have the honor to transmit herewith, and which I handed 
to Mr. Pakrevan in the course of our subsequent conversation on 
the 31st ultimo. 

I must say that Mr. Pakrevan did not seem impressed by this state- 
ment as an effective means of causing his colleagues to reconsider 
their decision to send a sharp and conclusive reply to this Legation’s 
note of August 11th. He reiterated the sincere hope that I would 
endeavor to obtain authorization to retire my note, remarking that 
the Legation will always be in a position to send this or any similar 
communication it may desire later on. The Acting Foreign Minister 
promised, somewhat reluctantly, to submit the Aide Mimoire to the 
Council of Ministers at its next session, which he thought would be 
held on the 3rd instant. He was most emphatic in his assurances that 
he is acting in this matter as one desirous of avoiding an incident 
which might seriously impair Persian rdations with the United States 
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and assured me tliat he had done everything in his power to assure 
the retention of Dr. Millspaugh. 

« • • • • • • 

As I had planned to leave town for a few days of much needed 
change, on the second instant, I instructed the Secretary of Legation 
to communicate verbally with the Acting Foreign Minister and (1) 
to ascertain from him if he had been able to use my Aide Memoire 
to advantage, and (2) if not, and if the Department had authorized 
the withdrawal of the note, to inform him that I would do this 
temporarily. 

The Department’s cable instruction 'No. 47, above acknowledged, 
being received during my absence, the Secretary of Legation called 
upon Mr. Pakrevan as arranged. The latter stated that my Aide 
Memoire had seemed to further aggravate his colleagues. He was 
then informed that, since the note had been interpreted in a sense 
entirely foreign to my intention and on account of his urgent request, 
the note would be withdrawn pending my return to Teheran. 

Since my return on the 6th instant I have not had an opportunity 
to see Mr. Pakrevan, but will do so shortly. 

In the course of the conversation with the Acting Foreign Minister 
on the 31st ultimo, he spoke of the desire of the Governtnent (and the 
Shah) to engage a prominent financial expert in the United States. 
In this coimection, he said that the name of . , . had been suggested 
as successor to Dr, Millspaugh but that this suggestion had been 
rejected. 

It has been rumored that . . . will be engaged as adviser to the 
Ministry of Public Works. 

ITo comments have been made by me here as to the Department’s 
future attitude toward an American Financial Mission in Persia. 

I beg to refer to the copy of my note of August 11th, transmitted 
with my despatch No. 414 of August 19, 1927, and to state that the first 
word of the third paragraph, line two, thereof, should read : “un- 
oflBcial”, and not “official” as erroneously appears in the copy. 

I have [etc,] Hoffman Philip 

[Enclosure] 

The Amerioan Minister (Philip) to the Persian Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs (Pakrencm) 

■The Minister of the United States of America has the honor to sub- 
mit to the kind consideration of His Excellency the Acting Minister 
of Foreign Affairs the following Aide Memoire^ with the expression 
of the hope that it may prove of assistance in clarifying any miscon- 
ception which may possibly exist on the part of the Imperial Govern- 
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ment respecting the purport of the significance of his note of the 11th 
instant. 

Aide-Memoieb 

With regard to the first paragraph of Mr. Philip’s note of the 11th 
instant, it is purely introductory and has no other significance than 
to serve as an indication of the general subject of the note. 

The note alluded to is not to be regarded in any sense as a criticism 
in connection with any question which may have arisen between the 
Imperial Government and foreign nationals in its service. 

Mr. Philip believes that this is rendered perfectly clear by the fact 
that the note, in two separate paragraphs, refers to the future; and 
also by the fact that it was delivered only after the settlement of the 
question of Dr. Millspaugh’s contract, and after his departure from 
Persia. 

The unique purpose of the note in question was to preclude any 
possible embarrassment or misunderstanding between the two Govern- 
ments in future, by a frank statement now that the informal good 
ofSces extended by the American Government five years ago would not 
necessarily be repeated under every circumstance. 

Teheran, Augmt 30^ 19^7. 

89 1.61 A/409 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia (JPhiU'p) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Tehekan, September 16, 1927 — noon. 
[Received Septranber 16 — 7 : 42 a. m.] 

60. Referring to the Department’s telegram 47 of September 1. 

1. My note of August 11 to the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs 
V7as withdrawn on September 6. The result appears to he 
satisfactory. 

2. It is anticipated that Cabinet changes will take place on the 
return of the Shah from Tabriz next week. There is a rumor that 
Vossough may become Prime Minister and that Firouz wiU be 
replaced. 

3. For these and other reasons I have decided to postpone my 
leave of absence ... 

Phiut 

891.61A/416a 

TJie Secretary of State to the Minister in Persia (JPhUip) 

No. 581 WASHTNCttoir, September M, 1927. 

Sm: Adverting to the Department’s telegram No, 61 of September 
19, 1927, 7 p. m,®* with regard to a statement to the Press wade in 
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Washington on September I7th by Dr. A. C. Millspaugh, formerly 
Administrator General of the Finances of Persia, concerning his 
work in that country and the circumstances of his withdrawal, there 
is enclosed herewith for your information and guidance a copy of the 
statement under reference. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

W. E. Castle, Jr. 

[Enclosure] 

Btatement Made to the Press hy Dr. A, O. Millspaugh^ 
Septemher 17 ^ 1927 

Dr. A. C. Millspaugh, Administrator General of the Finances of 
Persia has arrived in Washington after terminating five years of 
work in that country as head of the American Financial Mission. 

Dr. Millspaugh left America in the Fall of 1922 with eleven 
assistants, having entered into a contract with the Persian Govern- 
ment which gave him complete charge of the finances, including the 
control of the personnel of the financial administration and an 
absolute power of veto over expenditures and financial obligations. 
The contracts of several members of the Mission having expired, the 
Majless (Persian Parliament) in 1925 authorized the employment of 
twelve additional Americans for the finances, including an agricul- 
tural expert, bringing the total of the Mission to sixteen. Soon 
after, an American director of highways, Mr. A. F. Morris, was 
engaged; and, following the decision of the Government and Majless 
to construct a railroad, Mr. W. B. Poland was appointed director of 
railroad construction and was provided with a staff of eleven 
American engineers. More recently, Mr. F. C. Clapp of New York 
has been engaged to study and report on the petroleum resources 
of the country. The Majless also authorized the establishment of a 
National Bank and the engagement of an American as Director. 

At the time of the departure of Dr. Millspaugh from Persia in 
August of this year, there were fourteen Americans in the Ministry 
of Finance and thirteen in the Ministry of Public Works. 

The work of the Americans in Persia coincided with the rise of 
Eeza Shah-in-Shah Pahlevi, the remarkable strong man of Persia, 
who by a coup d^etat in 1921 became Minister of War and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army, organized an efficient military force, 
suppressed tribal uprisings, created unprecedented conditions of 
unity, order and security in the country, dictated the appointment 
and dismissal of prime-ministers^ finally in 1923 became himself 
Prime-Minister, and, in the Spring of 1926, was crowned Shah-in- 
Shah, establishing the new Pahlevi dynasty and retaining command 
of the military forces of the Empire. 
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Dr. Millspaugli’s contract as Administrator General of the Fi- 
nances expires officially on September 30 next; but, for more than 
a year, the renewal of his contract has been the chief topic of dis- 
cussion in Persia. Finally, in June of this year, the Persian Govern- 
ment invited him to remain for another period of three years; but, 
because certain of the Government proposals would have substan- 
tially altered the conditions and greatly reduced the poweirs under 
which he had previously worked, Dr. Millspaugh declined the Gov- 
ernment’s offer, and immediately availed himself of his right to 
leave of absence. 

The Government thereupon proposed to the Majless that Mr. 
McCaskey, senior member of the Mission, should act as Adminis- 
trator General until September 30. This proposal was rejected 
by the deputies and instead, the Prime-Minister, Mr. Hedayat, was 
appointed Acting Admmistrator General. 

Following these events, the members of the Financial Mission, 
whose contracts run until the Summer of 1928 and who had been 
engaged in 1925 to serve under the orders of the Administrator 
General of the Finances, unanimously charged a violation of their 
legal rights, on the ground that the office of Administrator General 
had been in effect abolished, and requested a settlement and terroina- 
tion of their contracts. 

As Administrator General of the Finances of Persia, Dr. Mills- 
paugh, who had previously been Economic Adviser of the Depart- 
ment of State, had no official connection with the Department or 
with the American Government, and the Department made it clear 
to the Persian authorities at the time of his appointment that this 
Government assumed no responsibility for his actions as an em- 
ployee of the Persian Government. 

Dr. Millspaugh said: 

“At the time of the arrival of the American Mission in Persia 
in November, 1922, the civil administrations of the country, particu- 
larly the Ministry of Finance, were in a state of demoralization, 
corruption and chaos. The Persian people, while ancient in their 
history and traditions, were young m the experience of popular 
government, and, with rudimenta:^ standards of public honesty 
and duty^ were unable to separate miance and administration from 
the wasting and corrupting influences of internal and foreign 
politics. 

“Huge sums in taxes remained uncollected and arrears of salaries 
and claims against the Government had accumulated to an amount 
of over fifteen million dollars. In the fiscal year 1922-23 the deficit 
was over $2,500, 00[0] in a budget of approximately twenty million. 
The funds applied to productive purposes were negligible and judi- 
cial, educational, and sanitary institutions were practically non- 
existent. The hopeful factors in the situation were: the achieve- 
ments of Eeza Khan Pahlevi in establishing order and security; the 
decision of the Government and Majless to obtain the effective as- 
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sistance of foreign experts; the universal genuine desire in the coun- 
try for reform and progress; the general sentiment of sound nation- 
alism ; and the characteristics of the people — quick, intelligent, 
adaptable, and industrious. 

^‘During its almost five years of work, the American Mission made 
encouraging progress in reorganizing the tax system; revenues in- 
creased from twenty million to thirty-one million dollars; expendi- 
tures were placed on a budgetary basis^ and accounting was estab- 
lished in all departments except the Ministry of War; the budget 
was balanced and in the last two fiscal years a substantial surplus 
was created; the funded debt was reduced and the pa3nnent of claims 
begun; $1,500,000 was being devoted annually to the construction 
and maintenance of highways; a fund of over ten million dollars, 
increasing at the rate of six million dollars a year, was established 
for railroad construction; appropriations for agricultural develop- 
ment were increased ; telegraph lines were extended, wireless stations 
were erected and are working, commercial air transport is in opera- 
tion over three main routes; mail transport has been largely motor- 
ized ; steps were taken to encourage domestic industry and to promote 
exports, the Government adopted a program of curtailing opium 
cultivation, which is now being discussed at Geneva, sufficient rev- 
enues were allocated to public instruction to render possible the estab- 
lishment in a few years of universal elementary education ; sanitation 
facilities were extended. Just before my leaving, the Majless passed 
a law for a national bank and I had proposed appropriations for ir- 
rigation works, for the settlement of the tribes on the land, and for 
the encouragement of the rug industry. 

“There was convincing evidence at the time of my departure that 
a large majority of all the influential classes of the people, such as 
the merchants, clericals, landed proprietors, and office-holders, a 
majority of the deputies of the Parliament, a majority of the ex- 
prime ministers and ex-ministers^ who had held office during the 
period of our work, even a majority of the Council of Ministers at 
the time of my departure, were in favor of the renewal of my con- 
tract without essential change. The Government proposed, however, 
that any dispute in the future between the Minister of Finance and 
myself should be decided according to the nature of the dispute, by 
the Council of Ministers, by an ex-o-fflcio commission of high Persian 
officials, or by the Majless. My counter-proposal that disputes over 
the interpretation of my contract should be decided by the Majless 
was not accepted by the Government. My feeling was, that the Gov- 
ernment proposal, if accepted by me, would have deprived me of 
all effective control over expenditures and would have prevented the 
Mission from continuing to serve the real needs of the Persian people. 

“One must view with keen regret the decision of the Shah which 
may interrupt an undertaking which had become internationally 
known as a unique and useful service by a devoted group of Amern 
cans to an ancient and awakened, but still undeveloped, Oriental 
nation. On account of the present situation, however, we must not 
lose confidence in the cajjacity of the Persian people for self-govern- 
ment or in their possibilities for progress. Other nations have had 
their temporary set-backs. Other peoples have moved forward by 
fits and starts. Other governments have made erroneous decisions 
and later corrected them. It is my hope and belief that the Persian 
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Government will again understand, as it clearly perceived in 1922, 
that its financial administration, placed for a term of years in the 
charge of honest, competent and politically disinterested foreign ex- 
perts, is the surest means of progress, and, until the Persian govern- 
mental system is stabilized to insure financial soundness, probably 
the best practicable instrumentality for fulfilling the sane national- 
istic aspirations of the country”. • 

NOTIFICATION BY PERSIA OF THE TERMINATION OF 
CAPITULATIONS*® 


791.003/11 : Telegram 

The Mimster in Persia {Philip) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Teheran, April 1927 — noon. 

[Received April 27 — 6 : 25 a. m.] 

19. The Shah yesterday, in the course of an address delivered to 
the staff of the Ministry of Justice which has been newly formed 
by Ali Akbar Davar, announced that he had issued orders to the 
Government that the ground should be prepared for the abolition of 
capitulations in Persia as soon as possible. The Shah stated that 
this was one of his principal desires. 

Philip 


791.003/24 

The Minister in Persia {Philip) to the Secretary of State 

No. 329 Teheran, April 30^ 1927. 

[Received June 2.] 

Sir : In confirmation of my cable message No. 19 of April 27 — 12 
noon reporting a public statement by the Shah to the effect that he 
had instructed his Government to take steps to bring about the, aboli- 
tion of the capitulations, I have the honor to report that this an- 
nouncement gave rise to much comment and speculation on the 
part of my colleagues and the foreign nationals in Teheran. 

The fact that the Shah’s statement appears at first to have been 
construed in many quarters as a virtual declaration that he had 
taken definite action to abolish the capitulatory rights enjoyed by 
foreign nations in Persia, or that he was about to do this, had the 
effect of enhancing the concern of several of the foreign representa- 
tives. 

A meeting of the diplomatic representatives of the capitulatory 
treaty states was called by the German Minister for the afternoon of 
the 28th instant. 

*For previous correspondence concerning extraterritoriality in Persia, see 
"Foreign Relatiom^ 1924, vol. n, pp, 565 ff. 
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The raorning of that date I happened to have a conversation with 
the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. He confirmed my own im- 
pression that the Shah had availed himself of the opportunity of 
opening the judiciary departments organized by the new Minister 
of Justice, Mirza Ali Akbar Davar, to announce his desire to bring 
about the freedom of Persia from the capitulatory treaties. Mr. 
Pakrevan stated his conviction that his Government had no intention 
of acting with precipitation in the matter, and that all due considera- 
tion for the foreign governments concerned would be exercised in 
taking steps toward the end desired by all Persians. He also said 
that the Prime Minister had the intention of making public a state- 
ment on the subject at an early date. 

Later in the same day I was engaged to lunch with Mr. Abdul 
Hussein Teimourtache, Minister of the Court, with whom, and the 
Belgian Miuister, I had a conversation on that occasion. 

Mr. Teimourtache spoke with great assurance and decision con- 
cerning the policy of his Government in the matter of the capitula- 
tions, though he did admit that there was no intention of taking any 
immediate radical action in their regard. 

Briefly, he asserted that he believed the abolition of capitulations 
would be an easy matter and that his Government will firing this 
about by the simple process of giving official notice of its intention to 
terminate the existing treaties on the expiration of the interval men- 
tioned for that purpose in the several pacts. 

He went on to say that Poland, Eussia and Turkey are now without 
capitulatory rights. France and Spain have perpetual treaties.^^ 
The capitulatory rights of Great Britain are guaranteed by the ‘^Most 
Favored Nation” clause in its Treaty .2® The treaties of all other 
nations having relations with Persia provide for their cancellation 
at the will of either party. 

Mr. Teimourtache stated that Persia could if necessary break rela- 
tions with France should that Government refuse to agree to the 
suppression of its capitulatory rights. To the question of the Treaty 
with Spain he did not attach importance as the relations with that 
country were practically nil. The notification to all remaining gov- 
ernments that Persia desired to terminate her treaties with them 
would then leave Great Britain in the position of having no capitu- 
latory rights, owing to the absence of any “Favored Nation”. 

The energetic Minister of the Court further insisted that Persia 
either has in force, or is about to initiate modernized codes of laws ; 
and that she is now completely reorganizing the departments of Justice ; 

** Treaty of July 12, 1855, between France and Persia, British and Foreign 
State Pagers, vol. xlv, p. 869. Treaty of March 4, 1842, between Spain and 
Persia, ibid,, vol, Lvm, p. 592. 

“Treaty of March 4, 1857, between Great Britain and Persia, ibid,, xnvn, pp. 
42, 44. 
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that Persia is determined to free herself from the capitulatory bonds 
with which she is one of the last nations in the world to be tied, etc. 
He added that of course Persia hoped and expected to have the friendly 
co-operation of the Powers in this step, and that as soon as it had the 
assent of the majority of foreign governments he was sure the others 
would follow their lead. 

My Belgian colleague appeared to be greatly impressed by this 
conversation and argued at length in regard to various phases of the 
situation which might arise as a result of such action. I said that I 
was not prepared to discuss the matter at that time but that I would 
only say that I was certain that my Government would sympatheti- 
cally receive and consider any proposals that might be advanced by 
Persia in the future. At the same time, I expressed myself as quite 
sure the Persian Government had no intention of approaching the 
subject in a hasty and brusque m^<nner, or in one which might react 
to its disadvantage in other directions. 

All the chief diplomatic representatives of foreign Governments in 
Persia, save the Russian, the Turkish, the Polish and the Japanese 
representatives were present at the diplomatic meeting which was held 
the afternoon of the 28th instant. 

It may be mentioned that the Japanese representative now here 
is not yet accredited, but is on special mission, with the stated object 
of negotiating a treaty with Persia. I have been told that one 
of the chief difficulties which has been encountered in these negotia- 
tions has been the desire of the Japanese Government to be granted 
similar capitulatory rights as those enjoyed by the nationals of other 
powers in Persia. 

The business of the diplomatic meeting consisted of an informal 
discussion of the situation arising from the Shah’s statements at the 
opening of the Ministry of Justice. Several of those present, includ- 
ing myself, had received many inquiries from their various nationals 
engaged in business in the country, regarding the possible effect of 
drastic action by the Government. I said that I had replied to such 
inquiries in the sense that I saw no occasion for alarm of any kind 
and that I had received no intimation of any impending or drastic 
action on the part of this Government in connection with the capitu- 
lations. The Belgian Minister repeated the conversation we had had 
with Teimourtache, and both he and the German Minister impressed 
me as being somewhat apprehensive, perhaps, lest the Shah’s state- 
ments might be the prelude to a sudden move to abolish extra-terri- 
torial rights at once. No others seemed to share that view. The 
British Minister, who was present accompanied by the Oriental 
Secretary of the Legation and the British Consul, took practically 
no part in the discussions. I said that I saw no reason for action 
of any kind on the part of the diplomatic body as the outcome of 
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the Shah’s statements, and that I did not consider those of the Min- 
ister of the Court either as ofBcial or as an indication of a decision 
by the Government to take immediate action to abolish the capitula- 
tions. I asked the British Minister if he did not agree with me (as 
the others seemed to do). He said, he did; and that he had heard 
nothing whatever from the Government of any such intention. 

The meeting terminated after a short discussion as to the validity 
of certain rights, guaranteed by the former “Tourkmantchai” Treaty 
with Persia of 1828,^® concerning criminal trials, etc. In this con- 
nection was cited as an analogous case the trial of an American 
citizen for criminal assault upon another American having been held 
in an American consular court, subsequent to the abrogation of the 
Tourkmantchai Treaty. There was likewise a discussion as to 
whether the treaty provisions governing the administration of the 
estates of foreign nationals dying in Persia were to be defined as 
capitulatory or treaty rights. The Italian Minister maintained that 
they would not be affected by the abolition of the capitulations. 

I have the honor to state that my despatch No. 330 of May 2, 1927,^’' 
particularly mentions the address of the Shah at the opening of the 
reorganized Ministry of Justice on the 26th instant. 

I am unable for the moment to discern anything more serious in 
the situation than a public expression by the Shah of a very general 
national ambition in Persia. Yet I feel very certain that there are 
influences strongly pushing the Shah to early and determined action 
in the matter of foreign capitulatory rights. 

The Soviet Government, it may be taken for granted, is not back- 
ward in this. And I feel assured that pressure is being brought in 
that quarter to cause Persia to act. 

I have been informed also that the attitude of the Turkish Gov- 
ernment is one of impatience over the delay on the part of Persia 
in abolishing all foreign capitulatory rights (as was done by Turkey), 
following a tacit agreement mutually to waive such rights for Turkish 
and Persian nationals in the territories of each Government, 

It has been likewise rumored here that Great Britain, in testimony 
of her continued friendship for the dynasty of Eeza Shah, has given 
some intimation of sympathy in anticipation of a decision by Persia 
to throw off the capitulatory yoke. In regard to this I have received 
as yet no definite information of a reliable nature. But I will report 
anything of seeming importance in this connection. 

A somewhat interesting side light is thrown upon the attitude of 
Persia in this matter of capitulations by an item of information which 
came to me recently from a seemingly reliable source. This was to 

Treaty of February 10/22, 1828, between Russia and Persia, BrUish and 
Foreign State Papers, voL xv, p. 660. 

” Infra. 
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the effect that the actual reason for the continued refusal of the 
Persian Government officially to recognize Iraq is due to the refusal 
of the latter Government to accord to Persian nationals in Iraq the 
special status in the civil court suits that is extended to the nationals 
of other foreign powers there. 

I have [etc.] Hoitmak Philip 

891.041/4 

The Minister in Persia {PhiUp) to the Secretary of State 

No. 330 Teheran, May 19^7. 

[Keceived June 2.] 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 26th ultimo, the Shah 
officiated at the opening of the new Judiciary Departments which have 
been reorganized by Mirza Ali Akbar Khan Davar, ex-Minister of 
Public Works, who was appointed Minister of Justice in the present 
Government under the leadership of Mostowfi-ol-Mamelek. 

As previously reported to the Department, Mr. Davar has been 
vested with special powers by the Medjlis in order to enable him to 
reform and reconstitute the Ministry of Justice which has been up 
to the present in an unsatisfactory state of inefficiency and corrup- 
tion. He appears to be strongly supported by the Shah in this work. 

Mr. Davar has made strenuous efforts to procure the services of men 
of ability and integrity, but whether he has been entirely successful 
remains to be seen. The elderly Mirza Mehdi Gholi Khan Hedayat 
(Mokhber-os-Saltaneh) , has resigned the portfolio of Public Works 
in the Mostowfi Cabinet and has been appointed by Davar as Pres- 
ident of the Court of Cassation (the highest judicial office) at a salary 
of seven hundred and fifty Tomans a month. I understand that 
Davar made every effort to persuade Mr. Hassan Pirnia (Mushir- 
ed-Dowleh) to accept this office, and that he offered him a salary of 
one thousand Tomans a month if he would do so. 

Other names published as newly appointed members of the Court 
of Cassation are the following : Mirza Mohammed Sadegh Tabatabai, 
Haji Charaf-ol-Molk, Abbas Ali Khan Chevkat, Nasser-ol-Islam, 
Hairi-Zadeh, Seyid Mohammed Ghomi, Nair-ol-Molk and Haji Seyid 
Nasrollah, etc. 

One of the departures to be noted in the new judiciary establishment 
is the appointment of laymen to replace clerics in the various depart- 
ments. Whereas the Mullah element was greatly in the majority in 
the previous judiciary, this has now been reduced to a minority of 
about one third in the total of the more responsible offices. 

The Interpreter of this Legation, Mr. Allah Yar Saleh, was offered 
an appointment in the new Ministry of Justice, and has accepted it. 
His position is that [of] Court Interrogator Juge d’Instruction”) , 
and the salary is about what he received from our Government. 
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The fact tiiat he has been assured that, with others now appointed 
by Davar, he will be classified as a member of the regular Civil Service, 
for which he has passed the age limit under the existing laws, has 
greatly influenced his decision, I believe. 

Under the powers now vested in Mr. Davar he has been free to make 
such appointments as he saw fit within a certain period of time, subject 
to final approval by the Medjlis six months hence. In the event of 
such approval, of which Davar represents himself as confident, all of 
these officials are destined to pass into the regular Civil Service, irre- 
spective of age, etc. 

Dr. A. C. Millspaugh ^ has expressed himself to me as being in some 
doubt as to the successful outcome of Davar’s activities. Apart from 
the fact that the reconstitution of the judiciary is calling for largely 
increased appropriations, he is of the opinion that the majority of 
the new men appointed lack the experience and ability necessary for 
the institution of valuable and lasting reforms. 

The Ceremony of the opening of the new Courts took place in the 
Golistan Palace, in the presence of the Shah and the Cabinet. 

The Shah delivered a short address to the new judges and chiefs of 
various sections, to whom he handed their commissions. 

The Shah said that he attached great importance to the reform of 
the Judiciary. He expressed the hope that the new officials would 
prove themselves worthy of the great responsibilities entrusted to 
them. One of his chief desires had been to abolish the capitulations. 
The formation of the new Judiciary was the first important step in 
that direction. He said he had issued an order to the Government (or 
to the Prime Minister) to prepare the ground for the abolition of the 
capitulations as soon as possible. 

The Minister of the Court then read the instruction mentioned, a 
translation of which I have the honor to transmit with this. 

This instruction was published in the Shafagh Sorkh of the 27th 
ultimo, presumably at the instance of the Prime Minister. I beg also 
to transmit herewith a translation of an article carried by that paper 
on the same date in reference to the Shah’s declared intentions with 
regard to the capitulations.^^ 

I have [etc.] HoirraiAN Philip 

[ Enclosure — ^Translation ] 


Order Issued hy the Shah of Persia to the Prime Minister Concerning 
Abolition of the Capitulations 

The Shah’s message to the Prime Minister : 

At the moment when the judiciary, recently reorganized, is begin- 
ning to function on a new basis, We believe it necessary to express 


** Administrator General of the Finances of Persia, 
paugh jananclal mission, see pp. 523 ff. 

* Not printed. 

“a:s printed in Shafagh Sorkh, Apr, 27, 1927. 


For papers on the Mills- 
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Our opinion on the subject of the abolition of the capitulations, a sub- 
ject of immense importance from the viewpoint of safeguarding the 
prestige and rights of the nation. The Government is instructed to 
prepare the ground for the abolition of the capitulations in the most 
practicable manner. 

791.003/25 

The Minister in Persia {Philip) to the 8ecretan*y of State 

No. 341 Teheran, May 6, 19&7. 

[Received June 2.] 

Sir: Adverting to my despatches Nos. 829 and 330 of April 30 
and May 2, 1927, respectively, in which mention was made of recent 
announcements concerning the intention of Persia to abolish the 
capitulations, I have the honor to quote in translation a statement 
made in the Medjlis by the Prime Minister on the 1st instant, as 
follows : 

“I believe the honorable Deputies are aware of His Imperial 
Majesty’s desire to abolish as soon as possible the capitulations exist- 
ing in Persia, and that he has issued a Decree to that effect. There is 
no necessity to mention how profitable and necessary for this country 
will be the attainment of tliis sacred aim. My intention is now to 
inform you that, hereafter, ‘the preparation of the grounds for the 
abolition of the capitulations’ will constitute the most important 
object of the Government’s pr(^ram. I draw your kind attention, 
especially, to the fact that the (government’s efforts to this end will 
be in entire conformity with well known international facts and the 
lawful rights of the Persian Government”. 

In the course of a conversation with the Prime Minister, on the 
5th instant, he assured me that the Government has no intention of 
taking precipitate action in this matter, but that it desires to accom- 
plish its purpose by perfectly friendly and legal means. He also made 
some remark as to the special feeling of gratitude which would be 
entertained by Persia toward such nations as promptly extended 
sympathy and assistance to her in the attainment of her national 
desire ! 

In the Medjlis there have been several speeches lauding the Shah’s 
action and hailing the advent of freedom from the capitulatory yoke. 
In this body, also, the Budget committee has disapproved the appro- 
priation for the ensuing year to provide for the salaries and expenses 
of the Kargozariats (Foreign Office Tribunals) throughout the coun- 
try. This action is considered entirely premature in official circles, 
and in all probability will be rescinded, from what I hear. 


I have [etc.] 


Hoepman Philip 
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791.003/12 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia {Phili'p) to the Secretary of State 

Teheran, May 10^ 19^7 — 7 p, m. 

[Received May 10 — 3 : 43 p. m.] 

26. My 19 of April 27, noon. The following is a translation of 
a note received from the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, dated 
today, the 10th instant. 

“As you are aware His Imperial Majesty the Shah has willed that 
consular jurisdiction and privileges enjoyed by foreign subjects in 
Persia which are comm, only interpreted as capitulatory rights be 
discontinued and abolished. You will of course admit that the 
great change which has taken place in the conditions of this 
country as well as in the public opinion necessitate the fulfillment 
of this design. On the other hand the Persian Government has 
consistently respected the obligations and commitments which it 
has willingly and without reluctance and force assumed, and has as 
far as possible avoided any breach thereof. Under these circum- 
stances and with a view to achieving the sacred royal design which 
constitutes today the aim and ideal of the Persian Nation, the 
Government has in mind to renew the existing treaties with the 
most-favored nations. I, therefore, beg respectfmly to inform Your 
Excellency and announce that by virtue of chapter 8 of the treaty 
consummated between the Persian Government and the United States 
Government on December 13th, 1855 my Government ter- 

minates same treaty and will be glad if within a period of one year 
while the existing treaty still holds ^ood and remains effective, 
your Government would take appropriate measures for the con- 
summation of a new treaty with the Persian Government so that 
on May 10th, 1928, when the present treaty will become null and 
void the amicable relations now existing between the two Govern- 
ments and people should not cease. 

I also request Your Excellency to kindly communicate the circum- 
stances to your Government,” 

Philip 


791.003/12 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Persia {Philip) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, May 12^ 1927 — 2 p, m, 
18. Reference is made to your telegram 26 of May 10, 7 p. m. 
Report briefly by telegraph what action, if any, the Persian Gov- 
ernment has taken concerning treaties between Persia and other 
powers which possess extraterritorial rights there. Your comment, 
as well as that of your colleagues, especially the British, would 
be helpful with regard to the present situation. 

Kellogg 

Treaties, 1776-1909, vol. ii, pp. 1371, 1373; British and Foreign 
State Papers, vol. xlvh, pp. 355, 358. 



PERSIA 


575 


791.003/13 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia {Philif) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Teheran, May IS^ 1927 — 11 m, 

[Eeceived May 13 — 6 : 40 p. m.] 

27. Eef erring Depiartment’s 18, May 12. All powers enjoying 
most-favored-nation rights under treaties which may be abrogated 
by year’s notice have received similar notes. Treaties with Spain 
and France are “in perpetuity”, but on ground that perpetual treaties 
may be denounced at any time by either party the Persian Govern- 
ment has given notice of intention to terminate these also on May 
10, 1928. On May 12 a communication to the British Legation 
contained a notification that foreign subjects in Persia will cease 
to enjoy consular jurisdiction and other privileges after May 10, 
1928, and that after that date such privileges will be denied those 
governments claiming them on most-favored-nation principle. 

I was informed by Acting Foreign Minister that many persons in 
Persia have demanded of the Government greater expedition in 
denouncing treaties, but that Government is resolved to adhere to 
a friendly and considerate course, and that in particular it looks 
for sympathetic assent from the United States, and hopes also that 
the United States will be the first to help Persia to deliver herself 
from grievous disabilities. 

Eepresentatives of other powers here appear to accept situation 
philosophically while awaiting instructions. They seem uncertain 
whether Persian Government is legally within rights in denouncing 
treaties with France and Spain. British Minister acknowledges sym- 
pathy with attitude of Persians, but doubts if course they have taken 
is entirely correct or will in the end succeed. Today at meeting of 
the diplomatic body the unanimous decision was taken to submit to 
our Governments identical recommendations regarding acknowledg- 
ment of note of May 10.^^ Suggested form of acknowledgment will 
be forwarded tomorrow. 

A very favorable impression would, of course, be produced in 
Persia if our Government should announce at once by cable a sym- 
pathetic attitude toward present situation. Denunciation of our 
treaty has been legal. But it should also be borne in mind that the 
impending withdrawal of consular jurisdiction will be a grave disad- 
vantage to foreigners so long as there is a want of efficient courts 
and modern codes in Persia. 

Affairs remain otherwise as usual. 

Phhjp 

* See telegram No. 20, May 10, from the Minister in Persia, p. 574. 

323422 — — ^vol. ui 43 
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791.003/14 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia {Philip) to the Secretary of Siate 

Teheran, May 19^ — S p. m. 

[Eeceived May 14 — 10 : 55 a. m.] 

28. My 27, May 13, 11 p. m. There follows a translation of a form 
of acknowledgment of the Persian Government’s note of the 10th in- 
stant which all the diplomatic representatives of the most favored 
nations have agreed to submit to the consideration of their Govern- 
ments. 

^^The Government of (blank) acknowledges the receipt of the note 
addressed to its Legation under date of May 10, 1927, number 1845/74, 
to which it will give sympathetic consideration.^ mule reserving its 
ultimate decision and while taking into consideration the reasons 
which have necessitated the adoption of those clauses which, taken as 
a whole, constitute the so-called capitulations, it desires, as a pre- 
liminary, to have precise information respecting the new codes of 
justice and the organization of the courts which are destined to 
replace consular jurisdiction in Persia.” 

The British and French representatives will also submit this to 
their Governments though the notes received by them differ from the 
others. 

Phiuf 


791.003/14 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Persia (PhUif) 

tPaxaphrase] 


Washington, May 16, 1927 — S p. m. 

19. (1) If and when representatives of other powers are author- 
ized to present note to Persian Government in sense of the draft 
contained in Legation’s 28, May 14, 3 p. m., and unless you perceive 
objection, you should use following terms in formal communication 
on behalf of this Government to the Persian Government.*® 


“I am instructed by my Government to acknowledge the receipt 
of the note addressed to this Legation under date of May 10 1927 
in wmch, in accordance with article 8 of the Treaty of Friendship 
and_ Co mm erce of 1856 between the United States and Persia notice 
is given of the termination of the said treaty on May 10, 1928 
. “The Government of the United States is prepared to consider 
i? sympathetic spirit the several questions raised in 

the Persian Government’s note of May 10 but desires as a prelimi- 
na^ to have precise information regarding the new codes of justice 
and the organization of the courts which it is proposed should 
replace con sular jurisdiction in Persia.” ^ ^ 

“Quotation not paraplirased. 



PERSIA 


577 


(2) Instructions are being sent to Embassies in Paris and London 
to sound French and British Governments regarding their attitudes 
in matter of capitulations in Persia, but to refrain from committing 
this Government to joint action with other powers exercising capitu- 
latory privileges. 

(3) Cable information regarding instructions received by repre- 
sentatives of other powers, and of Great Britain in particular. 

(4) How far has Persian Government gone in giving publicity 
to its demarchef 

Kellogg 


791.003/26 

The Mi/nister in Persia (PhUif) to the Secretanry of State 

No. 348 Teheran, May 17, 1^7. 

[Eeceived June 16.] 

Sm: I have the honor to confirm my cable messages Nos. 26, 27 
and 28 of May 10 — 7 p. m., May 13 — 11 p. m. and May 14 — 3 p. m., 
respectively, in relation to the action taken by the Persian Govern- 
ment in denouncing all its treaties with foreign powers which pro- 
vide for the exercise of consular jurisdiction and extra-territorial 
privileges on behalf of foreign nationals in Persia. In this con- 
nection I beg to transmit herewith a translation of the note received 
by me from the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs imder date of the 
10th instant (No. 1845/74), which was forwarded to the Department 
in my above cable No. 26. 

The receipt of this note was not fore shadowed by any advance 
intimations to the foreign representatives and came as a decided sur- 
prise, in spite of the public utterance by the Shah on the 26th of 
April last (My No. 19 of April 27 — 12 noon). Although a number 
of my colleagues appeared to anticipate early action by the Persian 
Government, following the Shah’s statement, I had reason to sup- 
pose that this would not be taken without mature consideration and 
a more thorough attempt to establish a judiciary better calculated 
to inspire confidence than that now existing. 

However, it would appear that the conversation with Abdul Hussein 
Teimourtache, Minister of the Court, reported in my despatch No. 
329 of April 30th last, was more authoritative than I had judged at 
the time. My British colleague, indeed, seems to be of the opinion 
that Teimourtache has been chiefly instrumental in bringing about 
this decisive step by the Government toward the abolition of the 
capitulations. Others also believe his advice in this and many other 
matters to have great effect upon the Shah’s decisions. 

On the 11th instant I had a talk with Mirza Fat’hoUah KbsTi 
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Pakrevan, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, a memorandum of 
which I have also the honor to transmit herewith.®^ 

With regard to Mr. Pakrevan’s statements respecting the desire 
here for an abrupt and immediate termination of all capitulatory 
treaties (page 2 paragraph 1 of enclosure) , I infer that such a step 
may have been favored among the more violent politicians here and, 
possibly, by the Shah also. Although the action taken by the Gov- 
ernment in denouncing the treaties has been received with unani- 
mous approval by the press of Teheran, there has been little indica- 
tion of any particular enthusiasm on the subject in the provinces, or 
outside of political circles. 

Several references have been made to me in conversations with 
various people in regard to the probability of assurances having been 
given by Persia, both to the Soviet and to Turkey, at the time of 
initial agreements for the renunciation of the capitulatory privileges 
of their nationals, that Persia would follow their lead at an early date, 
and would abolish such rights for all foreigners. 

Although I have been unable as yet to ascertain that such assur- 
ances were given officially, my information points to the probability 
that Persia has been urged to this step by the Soviet and by the 
Turkish Governments. 

In all probability the Shah has found in it a most welcome gesture 
by which to demonstrate his patriotic zeal for the welfare of his 
country and, at the same time, to create a favorable impression upon 
the Soviet. 

In the first case the enhancement of his prestige will result and, 
in the second, added force possibly acquired in connection with the 
Persian demands in the pending negotiations with the Eussians— 
through the ability to point to this independent gesture toward the 
capitalistic powers. 

Among other causes which might be cited as possibly having led 
up to the decision taken by the Persian Government are the recent 
conclusion of the Persian-Polish Treaty of Friendship and Com- 
merce which eliminates the question of consular jurisdiction; the 
pending negotiations for a treaty with Japan, in connection with 
which that Government is believed to have insisted upon the extension 
of capitulatory rights to Japanese subjects, the successful examples 
of Afghanistan and Turkey, . . . and the actual events now taking 
place in China. 

While it cannot be said, I think, that any one of these circum- 
stances has given rise to the Persian action, doubtless aU have had 
an influence upon it, one way or another. 


*^Not printed. 
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As an immediate result of the denunciation of the treaties of the 
most favored nations, a diplomatic meeting of the representatives of 
those nations was held at the German Legation on the 13th instant. 
There were present the Ministers of Belgium, Germany, Great Britain, 
Italy and the United States; the Charges d’Affaires of France and 
Holland. I understand that these representatives, among them, are 
in charge of the interests of practically all of the treaty powers 
concerned. , 

The British Minister handed to each of those present a translation 
of a note he had received from the Persian Foreign Office, dated the 
12th instant, a copy of which I have the honor to transmit to the 
Department herewith.^® 

This note informs the British Minister of the action taken by the 
Persian Government in denouncing all treaties which carry with them 
capitulatory privileges and states its willingness to enter into nego- 
tiations for new treaties during the year ending May 10, 1928. It 
goes on to state that the Government had notified the French Legation 
that its treaties with France and Spain, being in perpetuity, could 
be abrogated at any time by either party, and that it had cancelled 
those treaties on the same date as those of other powers. The note 
concludes with the statement that, as consular jurisdiction and priv- 
ileges hitherto enjoyed by foreign nationals in Persia will cease to 
exist on May 10, 1928, the nationals of the British and other Gov- 
ernments who only enjoy them on the principle of ^^most-favored- 
nation treatment [”] will not benefit by them after that date. 

The business of the diplomatic meeting was chiefly limited to a 
discussion of the situation resulting from the action taken by the 
Persian Government. It was generally conceded by all those present 
that there was no occasion for action in the matter by the foreign 
representatives here unless under instructions from their governments. 

The Italian Minister stated that in his opinion there were three 
means of meeting the situation open to the foreign powers enjoying 
capitulatory rights in Persia. These were: (1) a refusal to accept 
the decision by the Persian Government, (2) a complete acquiescence 
and (3) the expression of a friendly desire to take the question under 
consideration. All agreed with this, and all expressed themselves 
in favor of the course last mentioned. 

The question was then raised as to the propriety of acknowledging 
the notes from the Persian Foreign Office which announced the aboli- 
tion of the capitulations. Some of my colleagues proposed the draw- 
ing up of an identical note to the Persian Government to be submitted 
to the approval of all Governments concerned. I said that I was 
disinclined to join this proposal, but intimated that I desired to obtain 
the consensus of opinion among all my colleagues, and that I would 


Not printed. 
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take part in a joint preliminary recommendation to the powers as a 
means of indicating that opinion. . . . 

Apart from this, my colleagues appeared to consider that no serious 
disadvantages seemed to be involved by the determination of Persia 
to get rid of the capitulations. 

The French Charge d’Affaires did not appear disposed to accept 
the view of the Persian Government as to its right to denounce the 
French Treaty of 1855 at any time, ... I gathered from the attitude 
of my French and British colleagues respecting this question that 
they anticipated some protest by the French Government on this 
point. The French Charge d’Affaires mentioned also that he, as 
being in charge of the interests of tlie Spanish Government in Persia, 
had received the Foreign Office note addressed to that Power. No 
one was able to cite a precedent to establish the Persian attitude in 
the matter of “perpetual” treaties, though the Charge d’Affaires of 
the Netherlands expressed the belief that Turkey had at a recent 
date summarily denounced a treaty of this category with his 
Government. 

It was suggested, as a means of informing the powers interested 
as to the general attitude of the foreign representatives in Teheran, 
to draw up a joint, tentative recommendation upon which a prelim- 
inary acknowledgment of the note of the 10th instant, be based. This 
draft, of which I have the honor to transmit a translation and a copy 
herewith,®^ was approved by all those present, myself included. It 
was unanimously agreed that a request for precise information as 
to new codes of justice and the organization of the courts destined 
to replace foreign consular jurisdiction would be necessary as a prelude 
to a serious consideration of the question. At the same time it was 
thought by the representatives that the rendering of such pertinent 
information will be a most difficult matter for the Persian Government, 
and will in all probability involve a salutary delay. 

The French Charge d’Affaires remarked that, while he entirely 
concurred in the proposal and would submit it to his Government, 
it was quite possible under the circumstances that a different form 
of acknowledgment of the note received by him might be decided upon, 

I have been not a little surprised at the philosophical calm with 
which this denouncement of existing treaties has been received by 
the representatives of European powers in Teheran, as well as among 
the nationals of those powers. I find in this an indication that such 

^ For English text of draft, see telegram No. 28, May 14, from the Minister in 
Persia, p. 576. 
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a change would bring about little fundamental change in or disturb- 
ance of the trend of foreign business intercoiu’se with Persia. 

It is true that many obvious hypothetical sources of inconvenience 
and of undesirable situations as regards the interests of foreigners 
might be cited as likely to arise from the abolition of tlie capitula- 
tions. It is most unlikely, in my opinion, that Great Britain, for 
instance, is prepared to submit to this change without the strongest 
protest, unless some special protection is guaranteed to the many 
British subjects in Persia. 

From our own view point, the missionary interests in the country 
and the immunity from Persian methods of justice of the members 
of the Financial Mission are perhaps the most impressive at this 
time. I have not heard any positive expressions of adverse opinion 
on the part of our Missionaries as yet. In a talk with Doctor MUls- 
paugh shortly after the announcement of the Persian Government’s 
decision, he expressed some dissatisfaction with the proposal. He 
inferred that it might conceivably render it possible for the enemies 
of the Mission to attack it, ... I asked him if he thought it would 
be possible to have included in a new contract some provision for 
such immunity from arrest as that extended to the deputies, or other 
chief officials of the Government. He did not seem to think such 
a suggestion would be accepted. The remarks mentioned here were 
entirely informal and were made without any prior consideration of 
the subject. 

On the whole, I am inclined to the opinion that there is very little 
to be done by us to alter the outcome of the chief question at issue. 
The Persian Government has acted in conformity wdth its legal 
rights in denouncing its treaty with the United States. Also, it 
can be admitted, I think, that our Government wUl be heartily in- 
clined to sympathize with the ambitions of Persia in this connection. 
It may likewise be remarked that the conditions in other countries, 
in the Balkans and elsewhere, which afford types of judiciaries no 
more admirable than does Persia, and where the advantages of con- 
sular jurisdiction do not exist, are not such as to discourage interna- 
tional relations on that account alone. 

I would therefore be of the opinion that our Government should 
stand ready to take the lead in demonstrating its desire to bring 
about the end desired by Persia, and its readiness to open negotia- 
tions for a new understanding, as soon as it becomes clear that the 
present movement in Persia is an entirely serious one. I beg to 
mention that the absence of comment and demonstration among 
the people as a result of the Government’s action up to the present 
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seems to me to border on the uncanny. No real popular enthusiasm 
has been occasioned by this important gesture as yet. On the other 
hand, there seems to be a growing sense of doubt as to the efficacy 
of the reforms instituted in the judiciary by Mirza Ali Akbar Khan 
Davar. 

. 

I am told that Davar proposes to engage the services of four for- 
eign legal experts (preferably French) whose duty it will be to 
supervise and perfect the administration of the judiciary through- 
out the country. I do not imderstand that any definite steps have 
been taken to this end as yet, and possibly it is contemplated as a 
means of demonstrating an earnest desire to bring about real im- 
provements, and as a preliminary to a refusal to contemplate the 
establishment of a mixed court in Persia. 

The subject of probable negotiations for a new treaty with Persia 
is an interesting one. I have gathered that the Persian Government 
has the intention of deleting the “most favored nation” clause from 
its future treaties with foreign governments. One point that sug- 
gests itself to me as requiring attention in connection with any new 
pact arranged with this Government is that of the recognition by 
Persia of the nationality of American naturalized citizens of Persian 
origin. The existing situation in that respect is very unsatisfactory. 

The policy adopted by Persia in the matter of the denunciation 
of tlie treaties appears to be as follows ; All foreign treaties provid- 
ing for capitulatory rights and most favored nation treatment to be 
denounced — excepting those with Great Britain. The Treaty of 
Peace of 1857 between this Power and Persia®® is, amicably, non- 
denounceable — ^also it provides for extension of “Most-Favored- 
Nation-Treatment”, but not for consular jurisdiction, etc. Therefore 
the Persian Government believes that, by abrogating all other treaties 
which grant such rights. Great Britain will “ipso facto” be deprived 
of them. The argument that Persia has not at the present time a 
dependable and organized establishment for the administration of 
justice is met by the reply that the Government is using every means 
at its disposal to bring about such reforms, but that it is quite within 
its rights in taking steps to abolish the capitulations. Unless I am 
greatly mistaken. Great Britain will strongly advise France to pro- 
test against the denouncing of the French Treaty on the grounds of 
its bemg “in perpetuity”. Tlie Persian Government insists that its 
action in regard to the French Treaty is entirely justifiable. 

I have [etc.] Hoffman Phtlip 


^British ond Foreign State Papers^ vol. xltu, p. 42* 
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791.003/17 : Telegram 

The Minister m Persia {Philip) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Teheran, May 18, 19^ — 6 f. m. 

[Received May 18 — 12 : 41 p. m.] 

30. Department’s telegram number 20 of May 17, 6 p. m.®* No 
replies have been received as yet by the majority of my colleagues to 
their identical suggestions, though the Italian representative had 
received previous instructions to acknowledge the Persian Govern- 
ment’s note of May 10 in similar terms. 

It is my intention to send at once the acknowledgment outlined in 
the first paragraph of the Department’s telegram number 19, May 
16. It is my belief that action of this sort taken independently 
and at once will have a better effect than collectively or at a later 
time and that it does not in any way commit our Government. I 
would like renewed authorization to follow this course. 

Pmucp 


791.003/17 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mimster m Persia {Philip) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, May 18, 19^7 — 6 p. irk. 

21. With reference to your telegram number 30 of May 18, 6 p. m., 
you are authorized to transmit to the Persian Government at once 
the note contained in paragraph number 1 of the Department’s tele- 
gram number 19 of May 16, 3 p. m. 

Keelogo 


791.003/21 ; Telegram 

The Minister m Persia {Philip) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Teheran, May 19Z7—^oon. 
[Keceived May 23 — 10 : 33 a. m.] 

35. Note bearing date of May 17 has been delivered to Persian 
Government in accordance with Department’s instruction No. 22 of 
May 21.^^ My trip to Tabriz has been postponed. 

Phecjp 


“ Not printed. 

® See telegram No. 20, May 10, from the Minister in Persia, p. 574. 

^ Not printed ; but see Department's telegram No. 21, May 18, supra. 
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T81.003/3T 

The Mimster m Persia iPhUip) to the Secretary of State 

No. 374 Teheran, Jume 18, 19B7. 

[Keceived July 13.] 

Sir: I have the honor to supplement my despatch No. 373 ojf the 
I7th instant by reporting that I had a confidential conversation with 
Mehdi Gholi Khan Hedayat (Mokhber-os-Saltaneh) , the newly ap- 
pointed Prime Minister, on that date. 

With regard to the Government’s action in denouncing the capitu- 
latory treaties, Mr. Hedayat asserted, in effect, that Persia had taken 
this step with the firm intention of ridding herself of the special 
foreign privileges involved which were deemed obnoxious in the light 
of her desire to achieve complete independence and the right of self 
determination. He further declared that in taking this action Persia 
had been in no way influenced by the Soviet ... or by Turkey ; neither 
had the events in China any bearing upon this action. The Prime 
Minister went on to say that there existed, doubtless, foreign interests 
which oppose this decision on Persia’s part for reasons other than 
those of a desire for justice and the safety of the rights of their 
nationals. 

Leaving aside such hypotheses, he assured me that Persia in this 
matter sought only what she considered her right. This she hoped 
to achieve in all friendliness and with the assistance of the friendly 
powers. Should it be necessary, however, to sever relations with any 
treaty power which refused to acknowledge the position assumed by 
Persia, the latter to its great regret would feel obliged to take such a 
step. I understood that the Prime Minister alluded to the question 
of the Treaties with France and Spain when making these remarks. 
He went on to say that the civil code of Persia was a good one, funda- 
mentally, though based on the principles of Islam and lacking in 
some requirements to meet modem conditions. 

It was hoped, however, to prepare a translation of this and other 
codes of law within the ensuing year and, in the meantime, Persia 
would earnestly await suggestions from the treaty powers in the 
matter of opening negotiations for new treaties. 

I a^ed Mr. Hedayat if he thought, in consideration of the com- 
paratively short time available for the reorganization of the judiciary, 
new treaty negotiations, etc., the Government would be favorably 
inclined to extend the period of validity of the various treaties after 
May 10, 1928. He said he could not give such an assurance at the 
present time, but that he felt convinced that when the good faith and 
earnest desire of Persia were more fully appreciated all would be 
amicably arranged. 
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I am inclined to the opinion that Persia has taken the step men- 
tioned in a spirit of enthusiastic expectancy rather than in one of 
matured consideration. Probably it has been calculated that a bold 
denouncement of the treaties would precipitate a discussion and bring 
about the desired end more quickly than, other means. Also it may 
have been considered that such a gesture would tend to impress the 
Soviet at a crucial moment when it is hoped that a favorable commer- 
cial understanding with that Government might be arrived at. 

Whatever be the actuating causes of Persia’s decision, I feel now 
that our Government might do well to take the lead in frankly meeting 
the situation in a spirit of friendliness and, possibly, in demonstrating 
its willingness to open negotiations for a new treaty without in 
any way committing itself on the subject of capitulatory privileges. 
I am not advancing this as a definite suggestion but merely as a possi- 
ble subject for the Department’s consideration. 

I neglected to mention in my preceding despatch above cited that 
the British Minister spoke of having suggested to Prince Firouz the 
possibility that France might submit the question of the denounce- 
ment of her perpetual treaty with Persia to the Council of the League 
of Nations, of which Persia also is a member — ^the inference being 
that the decision of that body would undoubtedly be in favor of 
France, as a necessary party to any friendly denouncement. 

I have [etc.] Hoitman Philip 

791.003/31 : Telegram 

The Minister in Persia {PhUip) to the Secretary of State 

Teheran-, Jwe 19^7 — noon. 

[Eeceived June 22 — 9 : 05 a. m.] 

42. My 35, May 23, noon. 

1. A reply dated the 20th instant has been received from the Persian 
Government to my note of May 17th last. It expresses firstly, happi- 
ness and gratitude for the good will of the American Government 
respecting the decision of the Persian Government and invites atten- 
tion to the following points : 

(1) The right of both parties to terminate the treaty of 1856 is not 
contingent on any conditions whatever and each is entitled to take such 
action at any time. Thez'efore, as stated in the previous note, the 
Persian Government has denounced the treaty on May 10, 1927. ‘Tt 
is the intention of the Persian Government in future not to grant 
to any government the aggregate [aggregation] of the rights and privi- 
leges fiiown as capitulatory rights, but it is at the same time the 
height of its desire that, the [sic^ within the one-year period in which 
the treaty still holds [good], an agreement be reached for a new 
treaty,” et cetera. 

(2) “The reform and completion of the laws and of judicial affairs 
of the country, which are considered to be internal affairs of the 
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country, and to which the Persian Government is giving thorough 
consideration, will have no connection with the denouncement of 
former treaties and the consummation of new ones in the future. 

In consideration of the foregoing points and in view of the ties of 
friendship and. the cordial relations that have existed between the two 
Governments, it is sincerely hoped that, as intimated in your answer- 
ing letter, the oflScials of Tour Excellency[’s Government will soon 
take action] for the consummation of a new treaty.” 

[2] The German Minister has received identical note. He con- 
templates informal note to the effect that the information desired 
by his Government is considered essential as a preliminary to nego- 
tiating a new treaty, 

Philip 

791.003/31 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mmister m Persia {Philip) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washutotoit, J-wne 24^ 1927— Jf. p. m. 

28. Legation’s 42, of June 22. You should address informal com- 
munication to the Persian Government in following sense, unless in 
your view there are objections to style or substance : 

(1) This Government is not inclined to dispute privilege of Per- 
sian Government to declare its intention to terminate treaty of 1856 
under provision of article 8; neither will this Government contend 
that validity of such declaration is subject to conditions of any sort. 

(2) In order that this Government may be in position to give en- 
tirely sympathetic consideration to questions raised in Persian Gov- 
ernment’s note of May 10,*® the information asked for in Legation’s 
note of May 17 ** is deemed indispensable. This Government would 
feel the deepest regret if for want of positive and authoritative 
information it should, for example, find itself imprepared to accord 
due value to the projects of immediate reorganization which, it is 
imderstood, are being matured by the Persian Goveimment. 

Ejeixogg 


791.003/38 

The Minister in Persia {Philip) to the Secretary of Stale 

380 Teheean, June 28, 1927. 

[Eeceived August 5.] 

^ ha.ve the honor to con firm the receipt of the Department’s 
telegraphic instruction No. 28 of June 2 1 1 p. m., which authorized 
me to repl y informally to a note received from the Persian Acting 

“ See telegram No. 26, May 10, from the Minister in Persia, p. 5T4. 

See telegram No. 19, May 16, to the Minister in Persia, p. 576. 
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Minister of Foreign Affairs, dated the 20th instant, on the subject 
of the abrogation of the Treaty of 1856 between the United States 
and Persia and the intention of the Persian Government to abolish 
all capitulatory rights and privileges on May 10, 1928. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a translation of the above 
mentioned Persian note of the 20th instant, together with a copy of 
my reply thereto of the 26th instant, which I hope will meet with 
the Department’s approval. 

I am glad the Department deemed it advisable to take this action, 
for it seems timely and proper for our Government to demonstrate 
plainly its attitude in the matter brought up by the Persian Govern- 
ment. I have not been agreeably impressed by the methods adopted 
by that Government in the matter and, much as I sympathize with 
such a national desire as that which is to be inferred from its gesture, 
in the large, I feel that its manner of treating the subject has denoted 
a certain lack of consideration for and confidence in the friendship 
ever manifested by the United States. What I have instinctively 
felt in this connection may be the outcome of an attitude assumed by 
Persia with the idea of impressing all the powers with the seriousness 
of her determination — and a consequent reaction of self consciousness 
in the act. But I think, in the absence of any special indications of 
regard for our interests, it is well for our Government to maintain 
its attitude of firmness and reserve for the time being. 

It is, perhaps, superfluous for me to mention that the information 
requested of the Persian Government respecting the details of the 
judicial establishment, etc., with which it is intended to replace the 
consular courts of the various treaty powers, would be exceedingly 
difficult to supply at this juncture. Apart from the untried results 
of the feverish activities of Mirza Ali Akbar Davar, Minister of 
Justice, to institute reforms in the judiciary, there is but little evi- 
dence of the existence of any fundamental modernization of judicial 
procedure in Persia. 

Furthermore, the recent action of the Government in transferring 
the jurisdiction of the Kargozariats, or “Foreign Office Tribunals”, 
throughout the country from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to that 
of the Ministry of the Interior has not decreased the feeling of 
uneasiness relative to the protection of the interests of foreign 
nationals. 

On the 21st instant, my German colleague called upon me and stated 
that he had received from the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs 
a note similar to that addressed to me on the 20th instant. He said 
our Belgian colleague was away, but he understood that a like com- 
munication had been addressed to him. He said he thought the 
Persian communication unsatisfactory and that our Governments 
should insist upon their requests for information upon which to base 



590 


rOEEIGK RELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME III 


their consideration of the question of negotiations for new treaties. 
Count Schulenburg said he had already explained to the Acting For- 
eign Minister that it is most probable his Government will wish to 
select experts to participate in possible treaty negotiations in Teheran. 

Prior to doing this, his Government desires authentic data as to 
what conditions will replace those now existing in the matter of 
justice for its nationals, etc. He said he contemplated acknowledg- 
ing informally the Acting Foreign Minister’s note and at the same 
time reiterating his Government’s request for the information desired. 

I have not yet learned whether the German Minister took this 
action, or what action has been taken by the Belgian Minister. 

There does not appear to have been any further development in 
the situation, as between Persia and the other powers interested. 

I have [etc.] Hoffman Philtp 

[Enclosure 1 — Translation] 

The Persian Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs (Pakrevan) to 
the American Mimster {PhMip) 

No. 3644/216 Khordad 1308/ June W, 1927. 

Mr. Minister: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Tour Excellency’s note No. 182 of May 17, 1927,*' taking cognizance 
of the note presented hy the Ministry for Foreign Affairs under 
No. 1845/74 of Ordibehesht 19, 1306 (May 10, 1927). In reply I 
find it necesssary to express my happiness and gratitude for the 
good will of Your Excellency’s Government with regard to the de- 
cision of the Persian Government and to invite your attention to 
the following points : 

1. The right of termination anticipated for both parties in the 
Treaty of 1856 is not contingent on any condition of any nature 
and authorized both parties after the expiration of the period of 
the treaty to take action for its termination at any time they desire. 

Therefore, as pointed out in the previous note, the aforesaid treaty 
is denounced on Ordibehesht 19, 1306 (May 10, 1927), the date when 
the Persian Government has exercised its right of denouncement. 
It is the intention of the Persian Government in future not to 
grant to any Government the aggregation of the rights and privi- 
leges kno\m as (^pitulatory rights, but it is at the same time the 
height of its desire that, within the one year period in which the 
treaty still holds good, an agreement he reached for the consumma- 
tion of a new treaty, so that from May 10, 1928, the treaty relations 
between the two Governments should not become non-existent. 

2. ^ The reform and completion of the laws and of the judicial 
affairs of the country which are considered to be internal affairs 

See telegram No. 19, May 16, to the Minister In Persia, p. 676. 
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of the country, and to which the Persian Government is giving 
thorough consideration, will have no connection with the denounce- 
ment of former treaties and the consummation of new ones in the 
future. 

In consideration of the foregoing points and in view of the ties 
of friendship and the cordial relations that have existed between 
the two Governments, it is sincerely hoped that as intimated in 
your answering letter the officials of Your Excellency’s Government 
will soon take action for the consummation of a new treaty, 

I avail myself [etc.] Fashevan 


[Enclosure 2] 

The Americcm Minister {Philip) to the Persian Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs (Pakrevan) 

No. 193 Teherak, June 2d, 19^7. 

My Dear Exceixenct : With regard to Your Excellency’s note 
of the 20th instant, relative to the denouncement by the Imperial 
Government of its Treaty with the United States and to its inten- 
tion to abolish capitulatory rights and privileges on May 10, 1928, 
I beg informally to solicit Your Excellency’s kind attention to the 
following observations. 

My Government is in no way disposed to question the right of 
the Imperial Government to declare its intention to terminate the 
Treaty of 1856 between Persia and the United States, or to suggest 
that the validity of such notice is contingent upon any conditions 
whatever. 

My Government finds that the information requested in my note 
of May l7th last, is necessary to it for the sympathetic considera- 
tion, which it hopes to be able to accord, of the several questions 
raised by Your Excellency’s note of May 10th last. 

In this last connection, I beg to take this opportunity of suggest- 
ing that it would be regrettable, for instance, if my Government, 
owing to the lack of information from authentic sources, should 
find itself unable to give the weight it would otherwise wish to the 
changes it understands the Imperial Government purposes to initiate 
in the near future. 

Please accept [etc.] HorratAN Phujp 

791.003/89 

The Minister in Persia (Philip) to the Secretary of State 

^^0 Teheran, July IS, 19&7. 

[Received August 15.] 

Sir: In the course of an interview with the Shah on the 8th 
instant (resume of which was transmitted with my despatch No. 

323422 — 42— vol, ill' -4t4 
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389 of July 15, 1927),^'^ I have the honor to report that I touched 
upon the question of the intended abolition of capitulations in Persia 
and the treaty situation resulting therefrom. 

The Shah seemed to derive much pleasure and relief from my 
statement that our Grovernment regarded the desire of Persia in 
this matter with empathy and that it was desirous of meeting the 
new situation in a friendly and helpful spirit. 

The Shah turned suddenly and grasped my hand with an ex- 
pression of thanks at this juncture. It has occurred to me, on 
subsequent consideration, that this impulsive action on the part of 
one who is usually so devoid of demonstration may have arisen from 
prior ignorance of the actual comments by our Government as a 
result of Persia’s aimounced intention. 

So persistent are the reports of intrigue to which the Shah is 
subjected, that I am quite prepared to believe that the attitude of 
our Government in this connection had been misrepresented to him 
by those interested in creating a feeling of indifference for the 
friendship of the United States. 

I went on to state that before entering into the proposed negotia- 
tions for a new treaty, our Government had expressed a desire to 
be famished with information relative to the actual state of the 
judicial ^stem in Persia with which it is proposed to supplant the 
consular jurisdiction hitherto at the disposal of foreign nationals. 
I said that if the Persian Government is prepared to be perfectly 
frank with our Government in meeting this request and in repre- 
senting the situation as it actually exists, I felt confident that this 
will constitute an important step toward the end desired. The Shah 
promised to give instructions that information should be collected 
and furnished. He added that he felt assured of the friendship of 
the United States and that, should our Government take the lead 
in this matter, it would greatly enhance American prestige in Persia, 
etc. He went on to say that, in spite of certain difficulties which had 
been presented in connection with the denouncement of the treaty 
with France, that Government had intimated its friendly desire to 
reach an understanding. 

The attitude of the French Charge d’Affaires here has not indi- 
cated that any assurances of the kind have been given and he has 
not conferred with me directly in regard to the attitude of our 
Government. I am interested to note, however, the reports concern- 
ing the French attitude embodied in the Department’s cable in- 
struction Ho. 84 of July 13, 6 p. m.^’ 

The British Minister does not lose an opportunity of expressing 
his conviction as to the necessity of providing for consular assistance 


"Not printed. 
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in donnectloii with the arrest and prosecution of foreign nationals, 
marriages of such nationals, administration of the estates of foreign 
nationals, etc. 

My German and Belgian colleagues reflect the willingness of their 
Governments to accept the situation but at the same time to insist 
upon the matter of the request for detailed information. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a translation of a note 'verbale 
from the Persian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, dated the 13th 
instant,^® which announces the dissolution of Kargozariats, or legal 
representatives of the Foreign Office in the provinces. The duties 
of these officials, which are chiefly concerned with the interests of 
foreign nationals under the existing treaties, will be assumed, it is 
stated, by the Governors and Governors-General until May 10, 1928. 

It has been variously reported that these Kargozariats, which I 
do not understand are to be considered as being called for by the 
capitulatory treaties, but as having been established as a result of 
them, were to be transferred from the Foreign Office to the Min- 
istries of Interior and to that of Justice. 

The present announcement is evidently intended as an indication 
of the Government’s intention to terminate the capitulatory regime 
on tlie date mentioned. 

I have not yet been able to ascertain whether this action will entail 
disadvantages for American citizens in this country. 

I have [etc.] Hoffman Philip 


*®Not printed. 



PERU 

PROPOSED TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP, COMMERCE AND CONSULAR 
RIGHTS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND PERU 


711 . 232 /- 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in Pern {Wadsworth) 

No. 363 Washington, August 19^ 1927. 

Sir: This Goyermnent has, as you are aware, entered upon the 
policy of negotiating with other countries general treaties of friend- 
ship, commerce and consular rights, of which the central principle in 
respect of commerce is an unconditional most-favored-nation clause 
governing customs and related matters.^ This policy was inaugurated 
pursuant to the principles underlying Section 317 of the Tariff Act 
of 1922; ^ it seeks assurances that equality of treatment for American 
commerce will be maintained in all countries. 

Besides the provisions relating to commerce those treaties include 
provisions relating to rights of nationals of each country in the other 
country, protection of property and rights and immunities of consuls. 
This Government now desires to enter into such a treaty with Peru. 

The first treaty to become effective expressing the present policy of 
this Government was the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Con- 
sular Rights with Germany, signed December 8, 1923, ratifications of 
which were exchanged October 14, 1925.^ Similar treaties have been 
signed by the United States with Hungary, Esthonia and Salvador, 
of which those with Esthonia and with Hungary have been brought 
into force by exchange of ratifications. 

A treaty containing the unconditional most-favored-nation clause 
was signed with Turkey on August 6, 1923. About a dozen other 
treaties containing such a clause are now in process of negotiation. 
MoAi m'cendi based upon the same principle, entered into with the 
following countries, are in force — ^Brazil, Czechoslovakia, Dominican 
Republic, Finland, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Nicaragua, Poland (including Danzig), Rumania and Turkey. 

Two copies of the treaty of December 8, 1923, with Germany are 
enclosed/ You are requested, unless you perceive objection, to in- 

^ See Foreign RelationSy 1923, vol. i, pp. 121 ft. 

*42 Stat. 858, 944. 

*For treaties and tnodi vivendi referred to in this Instruction and not cited 
therein, see footnotes to similar instruction, No. 1162, Aug. 21, 1926, to the 
Ambassador in Brazil, Foreign Relations, 1926, vol, i, p. 569. 

* Ibid., 1923, vol. n, p. 29. 
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quire whether it would be agreeable to the Government of Peru to 
proceed to the negotiation with the United States of a similar treaty. 
A special draft will, of course, be prepared for presentation to Peru 
if this proposal is acceptable to the Peruvian Government. It is 
probable that certain departures from the text of the German treaty 
should be made either in the special text to be submitted to the Gov- 
ernment of Peru or, on behalf of either party, during the course of 
negotiations. In view of the existence of the Convention and Proto- 
col Facilitating the Work of Traveling Salesmen entered into by the 
United States and Peru on January 19, 1923,' Articles XIV and XV 
of the German treaty would be omitted in a draft treaty presented 
to Peru. 

It would be gratifying if, among its early treaties embodying the 
principle of unconditional most-favored-nation treatment, the United 
States could celebrate a general commercial treaty with Peru. The 
lack of such a treaty with Peru since the Treaty of Friendship, 
Commerce and Navigation, concluded August 31, 1887,® was termi- 
nated on November 1, 1899, is a matter of regret to this Government 
and it hopes that a comprehensive modern agreement may now be 
entered into. You will of course keep in mind in this connection 
that a most-favored-nation clause with a condition, such as that con- 
tained in Article III of the treaty of Septoiber 6, 1870,’ between 
this coimtry and Peru would not now be acceptable to the Unit®J 
States. 

For your confidential information, though the Department, in 
proposing a treaty with Peru, is influenced chiefly by its policy of 
concluding with other countries generally treaties containing the 
unconditional most-favored-nation clause, you are nevertheless de- 
sired to use especial diligence in seeking a favorable response from 
the Peruvian Government in order to forestall any efforts that other 
coimtries may be planning to make for the purpose of interposing in 
South America arrangements based upon special privilege — a policy 
wholly antagonistic to the policy of equality of treatment which the 
United States is undertaking to promote. You may recall in this 
coimection that in 1923 this Government renounced the preferential 
customs treatment which certain American products had been receiv- 
ing in Brazil and requested instead a pledge of equal footing with 
other countries in the Brazilian market.® 

For your further confidential information and guidance, the De- 
partment was informed some time ago that there was a. movement on 

‘ See Foreign Relations, 1919, vol. i, p. 46, footnote 47 ; Malloy, Treaties, 1910- 
1923, vol. irc, p. 2800. 

‘Malloy, Treaties^ 1776-1909, vol. ii, p. 1431. 

’/6i«.,pp. 1414, 1416. 

* See Foreign Relations, 1923, vol. i, pp. 463 1L 
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the part of Spain to seek from the countries of Latin America 
special commercial concessions in return for certain advantages to 
be accorded to their commerce in Spain. In this connection see the 
Department’s circular instruction dated April 19, 1926.® 

The Department either has transmitted or expects at an early date 
to transmit instructions, similar to the present instruction, to the 
American missions in the other South American capitals except 
Ecuador, the political regime now functioning in which is not recog- 
nized by the United States, and, at least for the present, Panama, 
with which an important treaty of a different kind still remains 
pending.^® 

I am [etc.] Frank B. Kellogg 


711.232/3 : Telegram 

The Charge m Pera {BodT) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

hiMA^ Se'ptember 19%7 — It a, m, 

[Eeceived 8 p. m.] 

43. Embassy’s telegram number 42 of September 12.^^ Received 
note from Foreign Office today which states that the Government 
of Peru is willing to negotiate treaty as soon as possible. The note 
adds that Peru desires that in the proposed treaty we grant to 
Peruvian sugar the same treatment which is now conceded to Cuban 
sugar. Will the Department please telegraph me its views for my 
confidential information and guidance before negotiations start? 
Texts of notes exchanged will go forward in next pouch.^^ 

Boal 


711.232/3 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Charge in Peru {Boal) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washingtok, Sefterriber ^9, 19^7—^ f. m. 
32. Embassy’s telegram number 43 of September 17, 11 a. m. 

1. In connection with the adjustment of relations between Cuba and 
the United States following the Spanish-American War a com- 
mercial convention was signed.^ In Article 8 of that convention it 
was agreed that the reciprocal treatment accorded by the convention 
should be preferential in regard to all other countries. This agree- 

*Not printed. 

.r treaty between the United States and Panama, signed 

foreign Relations, 1926, vol. n, pp. 828 fC. 

" Not printed. 

" Signed at Havana, Dee. 11, 1902, Foreign Relations, 1003, p. 375. 
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ment occupies an exceptional place in the commercial relations of 
Cuba and the United States. 

2. This country has declined the proposals of several countries to 
conclude reciprocity conventions similar to the above-mentioned 
convention. It makes an exception of this convention from the most- 
favored-nation provision (Article 7) in the treaty with Germany, and 
the treaties with other countries. The United States cannot make 
an exception to the policy in these treaties such as would be involved 
in granting to Peruvian sugar the same treatment now conceded to 
Cuban sugar. 

3. When the time seems opportune the Department desires you to 
bring the foregoing to the attention of the Peruvian Government and 
endeavor to reach an agreement with that Government to enter upon 
negotiations for a treaty based upon an unconditional most-favored- 
nation treatment of conamerce without special privileges or conces- 
sions by either government which is the basis of commercial agree- 
ments Wween the United States and many countries now in force 
•ind under negotiation. 

Cask 


11.232/6 : Telegram 

TAe Oharg6 in Pent, (Bocd) to the Secretary of State 
[Paxaphrase] 

Lima, Ootoher 5, 19^7 — ^ p. m. 

[Keceived October 8 — 6 : 30 p. m.] 

47. Department’s telegram number 32 dated September 29, 6 p. m. 

1. On the first of October I took up with the Foreign Minister 
substance of paragraphs 1 and 2 of Department’s telegram number 
32, September 29, 6 p. m. After he had consulted with the President, 
Foreign Minister told me that Peru was willing to continue negotia- 
tions without regard to the inability of the United States to give 
Peruvian sugar the same treatment now given Cuban sugar. Foreign 
Minister added that they were now making a careful study of the 
treaty between the United States and Germany with this end in view. 

2. Yesterday I had a conversation with the President on this sub- 
ject. He stated that Peru would be glad to enter into negotiations, 
and would set aside for the present their request for special treatment 
for Peruvian sugar. . . . 

3. He then made the suggestion that when the convention with 
Cuba terminated it might be possible for the United States to grant 
Peruvian sugar better treatment. He asserted that, if occasion arose, 
Peru would soon be in a position to furnish the United States with 
as much sugar as did Cuba. I indicated to him the existence of other 
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agreements some of which were with countries in the Western Hemi- 
sphere, and near the United States, which did not contain provisions 
for any special privileges, and stated that the refusal of special 
privileges to these nations would obviously preclude conceding them 
to Peru. I stated that the treaty between the United States and Cuba 
was of long standing, that it had been concluded in view of the special 
relations between the two countries following the war with Spain, and 
I intimated that even should the treaty be terminated, as he expected, 
it would be unlikely that the United States would enter into such 
agreements with other nations. The President replied that he hoped, 
nevertheless, that if the convention with Cuba were terminated, the 
United States, in the light of the new situation which would be the 
result, could see its way clear to grant advantages to Peruvian sugar. 
In the meantime, however, he was quite prepared, as he had said 
before, to set aside the sugar question entirely and negotiate the treaty 
on the principle of unconditional most-favored-nation treatment. 

4. I gained the impression that the President is inclined to keep 
this point in view for possible use in bargaining in this or other 
' matters, but will be willing at the appropriate time, unless Peru’s 
attitude toward the United States changes, to conclude a treaty on 
the basis of unconditional most-favored-nation treatment. I believe, 
however, that if the Department anticipates continuing in force 
article 8 and the preferential treatment of Cuban sugar, it would 
help and possibly obviate delay, if the President could be informed 
of the bases for such expectation. I am trying to secure a written 
statement of the attitude of the Government of Peru with respect 
to negotiations. 


Tll.232/6 : Telegram 


Boal 


The Secretary of State to the Charge in Peru {Boal) 


[Paraplirase] 


WASHnsroToiT, Ootob&r I 4 , 19^—1 m,. 

36. Embassy’s despatch No. 817, September 20,^® and telegram No. 
47, October 5, 4 p. m. 

1. The Government of the United States is gratified that the 
Government of Peru is prepared to set aside entirely the matter of 
giving to Peruvian sugar the treatment accorded Cuban sugar by 
the United States and to enter into negotiations for an unconditional 
most-favored-nation treaty. 

2. A draft of a treaty is now being prepared and will be sent 
to you soon.“ 


“ Not printed. 

“Enclosed with Instruction No. 384, Nov. 2, 1927 (not printed) which was 
me same, nmtatis muta/ndis, as instruction No. 788. Nov. 2 1927 to tha 
Ambassador in Chile, vol. i, p. 624. * * 
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3. With reference to your comment that the Government of Peru 
may feel it an asset to have a treaty pending with the United States 
at this time in connection with its controversy with Chile, the Depart- 
ment informs you that Chile has expressed its willingness to nego- 
tiate a similar treaty with the United States.^® The Department 
expects to submit a draft to Chile soon. 

4. The Department is giving consideration to the suggestions con- 
tained in your despatch and telegram with the object possibly of 
sending you further instructions.^® 

Kellogg 


BOUNDARY DISPUTE WITH COLOMBIA 
(See volume I, pages 381 ff.) 

“ See vol. I, pp. 517 ff. 

“ Further negotiations failed to result in the signing of a treaty. 



POLAND 

BEQUEST TO THE POLISH GOVERNMENT THAT AMERICAN ARMS 

MANUFACTURERS BE GIVEN THE SAME CONSIDERATION AS THOSE 

OF OTHER NATIONS 

860C.24/61 : Telegram 

The SecretaPf'y of State to the Minister in Polcmd {Pearson) 

Washington, January 1926 — Ji m, 

1. For your information. Following received from Embassy 
London : 

"2, January 1, noon. Mr. Nichols, Vice President of Colt firearms, 
represents to me that his firm has been negotiating a contract with the 
Polish Government for about three years for furnishing automatic 
machine rifles involving about ten million dollars, that the Polish 
Government were practically committed to the contract when the 
French Government recently intervened on behalf of Hotchkiss of 
France with the result that it would appear likely that Colts will lose 
the contract. Price offered by Colts and other conditions thought to 
be practically the same as Hotchkiss. Matter will be decided by 
Polish Government between the 5th and 8th of J anuary. 

Mr. Nichols asks informal diplomatic intervention through Ameri- 
can Minister at Warsaw. Colts have a representative there. 

Mr. Nichols would like to be informed oi your decision.” 

Department has replied as follows: 

^‘The Department’s general policy in the matter of the sale of arms 
and munitions of war is outlined in the Monthly Political Report for 
September, 1923,^ pages 43 to 45. The Department does not feel that 
it could appropriately take the action suggested by Mr. Nichols.” 

Hughes 


860C.24/61 STipp. : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Polamd {Pearson) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, Jwne J, 1925 — 7 p. m. 

46. Department’s telegram No. 1, dated January 5, 4 p. m. Dis- 
creetly ascertain whether contract for the purchase of arms has been 
concluded by the Government of Poland. 

Ejcllogg 

^Not printed; but see telegram No. 63, Sept. 12, 1923, to the Minister in 
Switzerland, Foreign Relations^ 1^3, vol. i, p. 38, and statement to the press 
quoted in telegram No. 61, Sept. 27, 1923, to the Minister in Switzerland, ibid., 
p. 42. 
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860C.24/53 ; Telegram 

The Minister in Poland {Pearson) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Warsaw, June 1925 — 6 p, m. 

[Eeceiyed 6 : 45 p. m.] 

43. Department’s telegram No. 46, June 4 [J]. On January 17 
Polish Government committee adopted Browning automatic rifles. 
The Warsaw agent of the Colt Company says that the contract will 
be signed by the end of June despite great opposition French 
interests. Details of proposed contract given in letter from com- 
mercial attache 215 telegram 5th to Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce. 

Pearson 


860C.24/54 

The Minister in Poland {Pearson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 206 Warsaw, July 1925. 

[Received July 28.] 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to the Department’s telegrams 
No. 1 January 5, 4 P. M., and No. 46 June 4 [J], 7 P. M. (1925) 
concerning a contract between the Polish Government and the Colt 
Arms Company, for furnishing Browning automatic rifles to the 
Polish Army, and to transmit, herewith, a copy of a Memorandum 
dated June 1925, from the American Commercial Attache, Mr. 
Leighton W. Rogers, as follows ; 

^^The matter of the contract with the Colt Arms Co. of Hartford, 
Conn., for furnishing Browning automatic rifles to the Polish Army, 
has struck another snag. 

^‘Mr. Rudnicki, the Polish representative, called me on the telephone 
last night and informed me that after the details of the contract 
had been argued out for months by himself and the Polish army 
purchasing authorities, and that after it had been ^proved by the 
army authorities it was taken yesterday to Mr. Grabski for his 
signature. Mr. Grabski withheld his signature stating that he could 
not approve of certain important clauses of the contract. Mr. Rud- 
nicki stated that everyone was greatly surprised inasmuch as they 
had been led to believe that the most difficult part of the negotiations 
were over. Mr. Rudnicki states that in his opinion the French have 
been continuing their activities and that through influence which 
they have with the family of the President of the Republic, they 
have been working on Mr. Grabski to hold up these negotiations. 

“I told Mr. Rudnicki that there is not much that my office can 
do about it in view of instructions from Washington with which 
he is already familiar. I send you this memorandum in order to 
keep you in touch with the process of the matter, which we have 
all been watching with interest.’^ 

I have [etc.] Alfred J. Pearson 
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860C.24/64 : Telegram 

The SecTeiaTy of State to the Minister in Polcmdr {Pearson) 

Washington, August 6^ 1925 — 3 'p, m. 

70. Tour despatch No. 206 of July 3, 1925 regarding negotiations 
of Colt Company. 

In case an opportunity is offered and without intervening in the 
negotiations Department considers that the situation as reported by 
you would justify you in orally indicating to the Polish Government 
that you trust that proper consideration will be shown to the 
American company concerned. 

Kellogg 

8e0c.24/65 

The Minister in Poland {Pearson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 238 Warsaw, August 17^ 1925. 

[Eeceived September 3.] 

Sm: I have the honor to refer to the Department’s telegraphic in- 
struction No. 70 of August 6, 3 P. M., and previous correspondence, 
with regard to the negotiations between the Polish Government and 
the Colt Arms Manufacturing Company. 

On August 12th the Prime Minister, Mr. Grabski, called on me, 
and I took the opportunity to take up with him the question of the 
Colt contract. I stated that it had come to my attention that the 
Colt company had been negotiating for this contract for a period 
of eight or nine months; that the Browning automatic rifle had 
been adopted as the official arm of the Polish Army by a commission 
of army experts which studied this rifle, and also the arms of the 
Vickers and Hotchkiss companies; that the Minister of War, General 
Sikorski, had approved this decision; but that when the contract 
came up for signature this was withheld due to the recommendation 
of a man in the office of the Premier, who first gave his views to the 
effect that the Hotchkiss arm was superior to the Browning rifle; 
that when this expression of opinion was proclaimed against by 
army officials, the above mentioned man recommended that the Prime 
Minister’s signature be withheld because the Government did not 
have sufficient funds to complete such a contract at this time. 

I indicated that this treatment of the Colt company might have 
a deterring effect upon other American companies which might be 
contemplating doing business in Poland, since the Colt Company had 
worked for this contract, had apparently gotten it in fair competi- 
tion, and at the last minute it was withheld due to the recommenda- 
ion of a person who, up to that time, had had nothing to do with the 
matter. 


I have [etc.] 


Alfred J. Pearson 
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860C.24/58 

The Mimster in Poland {Stetson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 404 Warsaw, April ^5, 1926. 

[Received May 10.] 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to my despatch No. 34 of September 
16, 1926,® in relation to the negotiations for the sale of arms between 
the Colt Arms Manufacturing Company and the Polish Govern- 
ment. It appears that the Polish Government has given its unquali- 
fied approval of the Browning machine gun and has written to the 
representative of the Colt Arms Manufacturing Company requesting 
the submission of new bids on terms other than those considered in 
the original contract. 

It appears that in the original contract it was provided that part 
of the guns to be ordered was to be manufactured in Hartford, Con- 
necticut, and part in the new plant to be erected in Poland and 
directed by representatives of the Colt Arms Manufacturing 
Company. 

The present attitude of the Government is to cut down the order 
and it requests a proposition which provides for the manufacture of 
guns only in Poland. 

Mr. RudnicM, the local representative of the Colt Arms Manufac- 
turing Company, has requested the Legation to intervene. The pres- 
ent status of the negotiations was carefully considered by the Com- 
mercial Attach4 and myself and it seems to us that there is nothdng 
which the Legation may properly undertake. The Colt Arms Manu- 
facturing Company was asked to submit bids to the Polish Govern- 
ment and offer samples to prove the performance of their guns. At 
the time the order consisted of about 10,000 guns. The Polish 
Government has accepted the Browning gun as the best of those 
submitted but now wishes to consider a smaller order on different 
terms from the terms originally discussed. It seems to me that there 
has been no unfairness or discrimination against the American com- 
pany in this connection and that because of financial and political 
reasons the Polish Government wishes to discuss the granting of a 
contract on different terms from those originally discussed. Tt> in- 
tervene in such a connection would in my opinion be a contraven- 
tion of the Department’s instructions issued in telegram No. 70 of 
August 6, 1925, 3 p. m. 

I have [etc.] John B. Steubon, Jr. 


’ Not printed. 
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860C.24/69 : Telegram 

The Charge in Poland {Nefwson) to the Seoretary of State 

Warsaw, January 19^7 — 11 a, m. 

[Eeceived January 22 — ^9:34 a, m.] 

7. Colt agent, Warsaw is attempting to secure orders for 600 air- 
craft machine guns from Polish war oflBice and asks Legation’s imme- 
diate assistance. 

Am informed strong pressure being brought in favor of Vickers by 
British Legation here and French military mission supporting 
Hotchkiss. ^ 

Does the Department desire Legation to take action similar to that 
instructed in Department’s telegram 70, August 6, 3 p. m., 1925? 
Please instruct by telegram. 

ISTewson 


860C.24/59 : Telegram 

TJ\s Secretary of State to the Charge in Poland {Newson) 

Washington, January 1927-— 6 p. m. 

Y^oiir Y, JanuEry 22, 11 e. m. You lUEy tEks e suitEble occssiou 
to inform the Polish Government thEt this Government trusts that 
American competitors for this business will receive the same consid- 
eration as that accorded to nationals of any other country in this 
matter. 


SjemLOGO 


860C.24/59 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Poland {Stetson) 

Washington, Jv/ne M, 19B7—6 p. m. 

24. Mr. Nichols, Vice President of Colt’s Patent Fire Arms Manu- 
facturmg Company, has informed Department that negotiations have 
been reopened hy his company for sale of arms to Polish Govern- 
ment. If in connection with these negotiations the Legation’s assist- 
ance is requested by the Colt representative, you may in your discre- 
tion take action indicated in Department’s #1 of January 24, 6 P. M. 

KELIiOGG 


860C.24/61 


The M%nister in Poland (Stetson) to the Secretary of State 

Warsaw, July IJ^ 19^7. 

Q-n*. wxr j. [Eeceived August 2.1 

rf W telegraphic iitaictioa 

JSo. 24 ci June 2S, 1927, 1 have the honor to teanamit the foUowing 



POLAND 


605 


information regarding the present status of the negotiations for a 
contract between the Polish Government and the Fabrique Nationale, 
of Belgium, and Colt’s Patent Firearms Manufacturing Company, 
of Providence, Ehode Island, for fifty thousand (50,000) Browning 
machine guns. 

After a delay of over a year the Polish Government suddenly 
informed the Fabrique Nationals of Herbesthal, Belgium, that it 
was ready to conclude the contract which had been proposed by the 
Colt’s Patent Firearms Manufacturing Company and the Fabrique 
Nationals in 1925. 

Monsieur Joassart, the director of the F. N., came to Warsaw to 
confer with the local representative of Colt’s, Mr. Eudnicki, and to 
conclude the transaction, if possible. He called upon my Belgian 
colleague for assistance and also upon me, inasmuch as he was 
empowered by Colt’s to act for them in the transaction. 

When the contract was originally* proposed, it was the intention 
of the F. N. and Colt’s to establish a factory in Poland for the 
production of machine guns, to which they would advance $660,000.00 
for the purchase of the necessary machinery. The order called for 
the manufacture of 42,000 machine guns in Poland and the advance 
of $660,000.00 would have been amortized in the price of the guns. 
Ten thousand machine guns were to be manufactured in Hartford 
and the necessary technical advice and co-operation was to have been 
granted by F. N. — Colt’s to bring the production of satisfactory 
machine guns in Poland up to a certain number a week. A guarantee 
for the performance of this feature of the contract in the sum of 
$250,000.00 was to be furnished by Colt’s through an indemnity 
company in the United States. This plan postulated a factory in 
private hands, the ownership of the machinery resting with Colt’s 
and the administration of the factory being wholly under their direc- 
tion until the advance should be fully liquidated, the order com- 
pleted and the manufacturers paid for their products, at which time 
the factory would pass into the hands of the Polish Government. 

The economic development of Poland and the reasonable prospect 
of the Polish Government obtaining a large and substantial loan from 
the American banking group caused the manufacturing companies to 
withdraw their proposal for financial assistance. Another and an 
important reason for this withdrawal was a change in the point of 
view of the Polish Government regarding the conditions in Poland 
under which the guns should be manufactured. The Polish Govern- 
ment has determined that the manufacture of the arms shall be car- 
ried on in government arsenals under the management of Polish 
engineers. 

M. Joassart called at the Legation last Monday and stated that all 
points of difference with respect to the contract had now been ad- 
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justed, with one exception. Inasmuch as the financial assistance of 
the American-Belgian manufacturers is withdrawn, the Polish Gov- 
ernment asks for a performance guarantee in the sum of $900,000.00 
instead of the original $250,000.00. This sum on a contract amount- 
ing to about $2,500,000.00 seems greatly exaggerated to the manu- 
facturers, although M. Joassart told me that they were wi l li n g to 
increase the guarantee by fifty per cent, that is!, they would furnish 
an indemnity bond for the performance of contract in the sum of 
$376,000.00. 

During these negotiations M. Joassart has not asked for our direct 
intervention, nor does there seem to be any particular reason for it. 
The tests of the Browning gun have, I believe, proven to the Polish 
Government that it is the most satisfactory arm made and they seem 
to be ready to do businesa 

*••••• • 

» 

The chief competitor for the contract, as above stated, is the 
Hotchkiss Arms Company. I am endeavoring to learn through the 
American Embassy in Paris the proportion of American capital in- 
terested in the Hotchkiss Company. I believe that more than a 
majority of the stock is held by Americans and if that is the case the 
intervention or assistance of this post in behalf of either F. N. — 
Colt’s or Hotchkiss is a delicate matter. 

The exact proportion of American interest in the contract under 
discussion has always puzzled me, hence the desire to have definite 
instructions from the Department as regards the assistance I am 
expected to render. The Fabrique Rationale, I understand, is the 
European licensee of the Browning patents owned by the Colt’s 
Patent Firearms Manufacturing Company. There is a license fee 
of $17.00 per gun in the contract which calls for 50,000 guns. Ten 
thousand guns will be manufactured at Hartford or parts at Hart- 
ford, paits in Belgium, the assembling to take place in Belgium. 
At any rate it is probable that the license fee will be divided between 
the American and the Belgian companies. 

The Department will be advised when the contract is finally signed 
or upon any action which it' may seem necessary for me to take in 
regard to the matter. 

I have [etc.] John B. Stetson, Jr. 


860C.24/61 

The Secreta/ry of State to the Minister in Poland {Stetson) 

No- *^^3 Washington, August 16^ 19^7. 

Sm: With reference to your confidential despatch No. 1163 of 
July 14, 1927, requesting instructions regarding the assistance to be 
rendered to American companies interested in negotiating for a con- 
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tract with the Polish Government for the sale of arms, the Depart- 
ment, in the circumstances, desires that if approached in the premises 
by any other company, you request instructions of the Department as 
was done in the Legation’s telegram No. 7, January 22, 11 a. m., with 
respect to Colt’s Patent Firearms Manufacturing Company. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

W. K. Casiue, Jr. 


860C.24/63 

The Mimster in Polrnid (/Stetson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1316 Waesaw, November 5, 19^. 

[Eeceived November 22.] 

Sir: Keferring to the negotiations between the Colt’s Patent Fire- 
arms Manufacturing Company and the Fabrique Nationals d’Armes 
de Guerre, of Herstal, I have the honor to inform the Department of 
the present status of those negotiations, bringing the matter up to 
date since my confidential Despatch No. 1163, of July 14, 1927. 

Mr. Joassart, the Director of the Fabrique Nationals, called on 
me Saturday, November 6th, with the report that Mr. Nichols, Vice 
President of the Colt Patent Firearms Manufacturing Company, had 
come to Herstal in reference to the proposed contract for arms with 
the Polish Government and had refused to accept the results of his 
(Joassart’s) negotiations with the Polish Government, in spite of the 
fact that he (Joassart) held the power of attorney of the Colt’s 
Patent Firearms Manufacturing Company to act for them in the 
negotiations with the Polidi Government. 

The break had come after Mr. Joassart had agreed on a contract 
with the Polish Government in which the two points which were 
the last to be settled were, first, the amount of the surety bond to be 
furnished by the Manufacturing Company, and, second, the length 
of time for the ddfivery of the jigs, dies and gauges. 

The Colt’s Patent Firearms Manufacturing Company found that 
the conditions accepted by Mr. Joassart were unacceptable to them 
and cabled him to that effect. A lengthy discussion followed between 
the Belgian and the American companies regarding the matter, the 
outcome of which was that the Board of Directors of the Colt’s Com- 
pany rejected the contract as proposed and Mr. Nichols went to Bel- 
gium to talk the matter over with Mr. Joassart. 'While Mr. Nichols 
was in Belgimn he wrote a letter, copy of which is enclosed,® direct 
to the Ministry of War of the Poli^ Government, because of which 
the Poles have taken offense. They are surprised that the contract 

'Not printed. 

328422 — *2— VOL III iS 
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as accepted by the recognized agents should have been disqualified by 
a letter addressed over the head of the agent directly in contact with 
the Ministry of War. One of the ranking ofiScials of the Ministry of 
War has asked explanations of this method of doing business of the 
ATnarip'.a.Ti Military Attach^. Colonel McKenney made the only pos- 
sible answer that the Legation had had no information as to the 
inJ-entions of the Colt Company, but he was certain that the letter 
carried with it no desire whatsoever of being offensive to the Polish 
G-overnment. 

Mr. Joassart states that he has agreed with Mr. Nichols to continue 
the negotiations with the Polish Government on his own responsibility, 
with the hope of concluding a contract with the Polish Government 
which leaves the Colt Company entirely out of the transaction, except 
in so far as the Colt Company will profit by the royalties, as is pro- 
vide in the license contract between the Colt’s Patent Firearms 
Manufacturing Company and the Fabrique Nationals d’Armes. Mr. 
Joassart added, however, that he must obtain some modifications in 
the contract, especially as regards deliveries. He feels in honor bound 
not to induce the Polish Government to change any of the major 
conditions which he has already accepted, but he is now making every 
effort to arrange a new set-up for the contract due to the changed 
conditions. 

Mr. Joassart informed me that he is anxious to get this contract 
because he believes it -v^ lead to more business in the future. At the 
present moment the Rumanian Government is also considering the 
purchase of Browning rifles, similar to those in this contract, — Poland 
and Rumania being united by a military treaty, desire interchange- 
ability of armament. Moreover, the Polish Govermnent is holding 
tests with tripod machine guns and Mr. Joassart expects the Browning 
to give the same excellent results in the competition as the rifle. He 
believes, also, that the Polish military authorities are now so favorably 
impressed with the Browning principle as applied to firearms, that 
they will use arms of this manufacture wherever possible. This 
will include anti-aircraft and other types of light caliber automatic 
cannons. 

On one visit to me, Mr. Joassart had asked the assistance of the 
Legation in getting a decision on these points, but I told Tiim that 
they involved the private affairs between purchaser and seller and 
that for that reason it was impossible for us to take any steps 

in his favor. I have from time to time, as occasion offered itself, 
spoken with members of the Polish Government in favor of the arms 
manufactured by the Colt’s Patent Firearms Manufacturing Company 
and have expressed the hope that the results of their tests would be 
so satisfactory as to induce the Polish Government to accept a con- 
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tract with this firm even though the price seemed to be higher than 
those offered by the competing companies. 

Viewed from the standpoint of business, I think that the Colt 
Company is right in refusing the terms of the contract, I myself 
know enough of this kind of business to see the difficulties of fulfilling 
the conditions set by the Polish Government, especially at such long 
range. However, it is to be regretted that their action in disavowing 
the agent to whom they had given the power of attorney to negotiate 
at the last moment has created an unfavorable impression with the 
Polish Ministry of War. 

I have [etc.] John B. Stetson, Jr. 

REPRESENTATIONS TO THE POLISH GOVERNMENT FOR INCREASE 
IN CONTINGENT ALLOWED FOR IMPORTATION OF AMERICAN 
AUTOMOBILES 

660C.116/39 

The Mimst&r in Poland (Stetson) to the Secretary of State 

[Extract] 

No. 1126 Warsaw, Jv/ne 27, 1927. 

[Received July 18.] 

Sik: I have the honor to report that the situation regarding the 
importation of American automobiles into Poland has become so 
vexatious that I have sent a note on the subject, copy of which is 
enclosed, to the Polish Foreign Office requesting that a contingent 
for automobiles be allotted as soon as possible. 

While I am not particularly hopeful of obtaining any tangible result 
from this note I felt that it was necessary in the protection of American 
interests to go on record at this time. 

I have [etc.] John B. Stetson, Jr. 

[Enclosure] 

The American Minister {Stetson) to the Polish Minister for Foreign 

Affairs {ZoUeshi) 

No. 755 Waksaw, Jime 21^., 1927. 

ExoEiinENor : I have the honor to address myself to Your Excellency 
with the request that the Polish Government examine carefully the 
situation actually existing regarding the importation of American 
automobiles into Poland, with a view to finding a solution more sat- 
isfactory to the requirements of American manufacturers. 

My understanding is as follows: When the Polish Government 
decided, in the autumn of 1925, to introduce contingents, stating at 
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as accepted by tbe recognized agents diould have been disqualified by 
a letter addressed over the head of the agent directly in contact with 
the Ministry of War. One of the ranking ofiScials of the Ministry of 
War has asked explanations of this method of doing business of the 
American Military AttachA Colonel McKenney made the only pos- 
sible answer that the Legation had had no information as to the 
intentions of the Colt Company, but he was certain that the letter 
carried with it no desire whatsoever of being offensive to the Polidi 
Government. 

Mr. Joassart states that he has agreed with Mr. Nichols to continue 
the negotiations with the Polish Government on his own responsibility, 
with the hope of concluding a contract with the Polish Government 
which leaves the Colt Company entirely out of the transaction, except 
in so far as the Colt Company will profit by the royalties, as is pro- 
vided in the license contract between the Colt’s Patent Fireanns 
Manufacturing Company and the Fabrique Nationale d’Armes. Mr. 
Joassart added, however, that he must obtain some modifications in 
the contract, especially as regards deliveries. He feels in honor bound 
not to induce the Polish Government to change any of the major 
conditions which he has already accepted, but he is now making every 
effort to arrange a new set-up for the contract due to the changed 
conditions. 

Mr. Joassart informed me that he is anxious to get this contract 
because he believes it lead to more business in the future. At the 
present moment the Eumanian Government is also considering the 
purchase of Browning rifles, similar to those in this contract, — Poland 
and Rumania being united by a military treaty, desire interchange- 
ability of armament. Moreover, the Polish Government is holding 
tests with tripod machine guns and Mr. Joassart expects the Browning 
to give the same excellent results in the competition as the rifle. He 
believes, also, that the Polish military authorities are now so favorably 
impressed with the Browning principle as applied to firearms, that 
they win use arms of this manufacture wherever possible. This 
will include anti-aircraft and other types of light caliber automatic 
cannons. 

On one visit to me, Mr. Joassart had asked the aR gigtance of the 
Legation in getting a decision on these points, but I told him that 
they involved the private affairs between purchaser and seller and 
that for tixat reason it was impossible for us to take any direct steps 
in his favor, I have from time to time, as occasion offered itself, 
spoken with members of the Polish Government in favor of the arms 
manufactured by the Colt’s Patent Firearms Manufacturing Company 
and have expressed the hope that the results of their tests would be 
so satisfactory as to induce the Polish Government to accept a con- 
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tract with this firm even though the price seemed to be higher than 
those offered by the competing companies. 

Viewed from the standpoint of business, I think that the Colt 
Company is right in refusing the terms of the contract. I myself 
know enough of this kind of business to see the difficulties of fulfilling 
the conditions set by the Polish Government, especially at such long 
range. However, it is to be regretted that their action in disavowing 
Ihe agent to whom they had ^ven the power of attorney to negotiate 
at the last moment has created an unfavorable impression with the 
Polish Ministry of War. 

I have [etc.] John B. Stetson, Jr. 

REPRESENTATIONS TO THE POLISH GOVERNMENT FOR INCREASE 
IN CONTINGENT ALLOWED FOR IMPORTATION OP AMERICAN 
AOTOMOBILES 

660C.116/39 

The Minister im. Poland (Stetson) to the Secretary of State 

[Extract] 

No. 1125 Wabsaw, Jwne 97, 1997. 

[Eeceived July 18.] 

Sm: I have the honor to report that the situation regarding the 
importation of American automobiles into Poland has become so 
vexatious that I have sent a note on the subject, copy of which is 
enclosed, to the Polish Foreign Office requesting that a contingent 
for automobiles be allotted as soon as possible. 

WMle I am not particularly hopeful of obtaining any tangible result 
from this note I felt that it was necessary in the protection of American 
interests to go on record at this time. 

I have [etc.] John B. Stetson, Jr. 

[Enclosure] 

The American Minister (Stetson) to the PoUsh Minister for Foreign 

Afairs (Zaleshi) 

No. 765 Wabsaw, Jime 91^, 1997. 

Excbumnot : I have the honor to address myself to Your Excellency 
with the request that the Polish Government examine carefully the 
situation actually existing regarding the importation of American 
automobiles into Poland, with a view to finding a solution more sat- 
isfactory to. the requirements of American manufacturers. 

My understanding is as follows: When the Polish Government 
decided, in the autumn of 1925, to introduce contingents, stating at 
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that time that they considered this a temporary measure, contingents 
of fixed amounts for the importation of automobiles were then or 
later granted to certain governments, while an unallocated amount 
was set aside as a contingent for all other governments. Since then, 
as separate requests for import licenses for automobiles were made 
to the Polish Government, they were considered separately, and 
granted or not granted, according to a theory which I am unable to 
understand because there has not come to my knowledge the facts and 
figures touching upon the procedure followed by the Polish Govern- 
ment for the granting of contingents for automobiles. 

I respectfully submit for Your Excellency’s consideration that it is 
scarcely just that manufacturers of the United States, which is par 
excellence the country of automotive industry, should in this way be 
treated in a less cordial and less equitable manner than manufacturers 
of other countries, more especially in view of the Mod/as Vivendi of 
February 10, 1925,* by which the American and Polish Governments 
agreed to accord to merchandise manufactured in the two countries 
equitable treatment, as expressed in t£Le most favored nation clause. 

The representatives of certain American makes of cars in Poland 
state that they are losing business every day because they are unable 
to obtain permits for import. They have few or no cars in their 
warehouses or showrooms. Nevertheless, certain foreign manufac- 
turers have cars in stock but a smaller demand for them. The result 
is a distinct injustice to American manufacturers, because the freedom 
of competition is taken from them by the general situation existing 
here. I ask no special favors for American cars. I desire only that 
the Polish customer should have the opportunity to exercise his choice 
under conditions of freedom and equality. 

In view of the present conditions, I urgently request that the Polish 
Government accord to American manufacturers a contingent for auto- 
mobiles as generous as is warranted by the importance of the United 
States as the center of the automotive industry of tib.e world, and by 
the treatments accorded by the Polish Government to other countries 
manufacturing automobiles. 

As the sale df automobiles is largely dependent on the season of the 
year, the question is urgent or it will be impossible for American 
manufacturers to take advantage of the demand which is greatest 
in spring and su mm er and almost disappears in autumn and winter. 

I therefore solicit Tour Excellency’s good offices with a view to re- 
ceiving as prompt a reply as possible. Moreover, in view of the prac- 
tice of my Government in making public all facts regarding the 
importation or exportation of merchandise to and from its territories, 

I should greatly appreciate it if Your Excellency could find it con- 


* Foreign Relations, 1925, vol. n, p. 692. 
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venient to supply me with the rules and regulations in force in Poland 
regarding the granting of contingents. 

Accept [etc.] John B. Stetson, Jr. 

660C.116/40 

The Minister in Polcmd {Stetson) to the Secretary of State 

[Extract] 


No. 1173 Waksaw, July ^5, 1927. 

[Received August 10.] 

Sir: Adverting to the Legation’s Despatch No. 1125, of Jime 27, 
1927, relative to representations made in a note to the Polish Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs on the subject of contingents granted by the Polish 
Government for the importation of American motor cars into Poland, 
I now have the honor to inform the Department that the answer to 
the above-mentioned note, copy of which was transmitted the De- 
partment with the despatch above referred to, has just been received 
by the Legation. 

I have [etc.] John B. Stetson, Jr. 


[Enclosure — ^Translation ] 

The Polish Mimster for Foreign Affairs {ZcdesM) to the Amerioan 

Minister (Stetson) 


Warsaw, July 21, 1927. 

Mr. Minister: In your note No. 796 \_7S6) of June 24th, last, you 
were good enough to bring to the attention of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs the question of the procedure adopted by the Polish authori- 
ties with regard to the distribution of contingents established for 
certain articles the importation into Poland of which is forbidden in 
principle. Furthermore, and in particular, you have called tire at- 
tention of the Ministry to the question of the contingents reserved for 
motor cars of American origin. 

In acknowledging receipt of this note, I have the honor to enclose 
herewith, for your information, an explanatory memorandum rela- 
tive to the procedure applied by Poland with regard to this matter. 
At the same time, I diall call your attention to the fact that the gen- 
eral procedure with regard to &e regulating of foreign commerce was 
published in the Monitor PolsJd No. 301, of the year 1926. 

This measure has always been considered as temporary, the Polish 
Government remaining sincerely desirous of orienting in a more and 
more liberal way its economic policy. The Polish Government is not 
unmindful of the serious inconveniences which result for its commer- 
cial relations with foreign countries, from the policy regulating its 
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trade, the institution of which, however, was dictated by superior 
interests of national economy to which, I should say, exporters in 
search of markets in Poland can not be indifferent. 

Nevertheless, as regards the United States, the regime of regulation 
does not seem to have been prejudicial to the development of Ameri- 
can exports to Poland. The United States occupies the second place 
among im'porting countries in Poland. It is to be noted that Ameri- 
can imports into Poland constituted, in 1924, 12.4 per cent of the total 
imports, in 1925, 13.8 per cent, and in 1926, 18 per cent. The Polish- 
American balance of trade has always been very favorable to the 
United States and during the last years has been umformly unfavor- 
able to Poland. This has not been the case with a single other 
country, which proves that the treatment accorded by the Polish 
authorities to products originating in the United States has been 
more favorable than that to imports from other countries allied to 
Poland by commercial agreements. 

With regard to special contingents for American automobiles men- 
tioned in your note under acknowledgment, I have to advise you that 
the competent authorities are at present studying this question with 
a view to finding out whether it would be possible to give to the arti- 
cles mentioned a special contingent. However, I must point out in 
this connection that in view of the present Polish balance of trade 
this question presents the most serious difficulties. 

In conclusion, I have the honor to assure you that the American 
Government may count on receiving in Poland, within the limits of 
the commercial arrangement in force, treatment identical to that 
accorded to other coxmtries with regard to the temporary regulations 
governing foreign commerce, as well as with regard to the alterations, 
lightening these regulations, which will be made therein. The Polish 
Government is far too anxious for a more intense development of the 
economic relations between Poland and the United States to let the 
least doubt exist in this regard. 

Accept [etc.] 

For the Minister and by his authorization : 

A. Takstowski 

Director of the Political and Economic Department 

[Subenclosure — ^Memorandum' — Translation] 

In establishing the sum totals of the contingents for articles the 
importation of which is prohibited in Poland, the competent Polish 
Authorities have adopted as a basis of their policy the natural con- 
tingents which were the average of globular importations effected 
during recent years. 

The contingents in question are established every three months for 
every quarter which follows. Their sum total is communicated to 
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the Central Import Commission, an organization composed of the 
representatives of Polish commercial institutions, which is charged 
with the duty of distributmg these contingents among Polish im- 
porters. Nevertheless, the Commission in question is only authorized 
to distribute three-fourths of the contingents established for each 
article, one-fourth remaining as a reserve to enable the Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce to be in a position to satisfy, in case of 
necessity, the just reclamations of Polish importers or of foreign ex- 
porters whose interests might perhaps have been injured through the 
distribution of contingents by the Central Import Commission. 

With regard to the distribution of three-fourths of the contingents, 
this is effected as the requests of Polish importers come in, without 
taking into consideration the origin of the merchandize to be imported. 

Nevertheless, it should be noted that import licenses are only issued 
for merchandize coming from a country which has concluded a treaty 
of commerce with Poland, 

660C.116/38 : Telegram 

The Secretarif of State to the Minister in Poland (Stetson) 

Washutgton, July 30, 19^—3 p. m. 

80. (1) Department of Commerce reports that Polish distributor 
of Goodyear tires states that Michelin Tire Company, a French con- 
cern, has received permits for importation during period July- 
September 75,000 kilograms of tires leaving available only 24,000 to 
be supplied by all other tire exporters. Commercial AttachS can 
furnish particulars. Modm vimendi of 1925 stipulates that “in the 
matter of licensing or prohibitions of imports or exports, Poland and 
the United States respectively, so far as they at any time maintain 
such a system, will accord to the commerce of the other treatment as 
favorable, with respect to commodities, valuations and quantities, as 
may be accorded to the commerce of any other country”, and “Every 
concession with respect to any . . . regulation affecting commerce now 
accorded or that may hereafter be accorded by the United States or 
by Poland, by law, proclamation, decree or commercial treaty or agree- 
ment, to any foreign country will become immediately applicable with- 
out request and without compensation to the commerce of Poland and 
of the United States and its territories and possessions, req)ectively.” 

Under these two provisions permits should be granted for im- 
portation of American automobile tires into Poland in at least as 
large a quantity as of French tires. Please take up the matter with 
Polish Government and protest in such form as you consider most 
effective against this discrimination against American trade in con- 
travention of the terms of the modm vvoendi. Please state that you 
have been ipstructed to request a statement of the basis on which 
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the system of contingents is applied. Also state broadly that tlie 
Government of the United States is confident that on examining 
the facts of the situation the Polish Government will at once take 
suitable action to insure that the rights to which imports from the 
United States are entitled under the modus uweridi axe in fact fully 
accorded. 

You may also state orally that according to information furnished 
by the Department of Commerce 40 to 50 percent, of the tires 
imported into Poland during the first 3 months of 1927 were of 
American origin; and that according to the best available informa- 
tion the total tire exports of the United States during that period 
were at least equal to those of any other country. During the second 
quarter, though comparative figures are not available, tire exports 
from the United States to Poland were double those in the first 
quarter. Consult Co m mercial Attache regarding figures. [Para- 
phrase.] Pending receipt of statement from Polish Government as to 
basis upon which contingent system is applied, it may be advisable 
for you to avoid putting statistical statements in writing. [End 
paraphrase.] 

(2) Department approves your action reported despatch 1126, 
June 27. If you deem it advisable you may refer in your communi- 
cation to that and any other similar cases. 

You are authorized to take similar action in like cases in the 
future. Please keep the Department closely advised, and forward 
promptly copies of any communications to the Polish Government 
pursuant to these instructions. 

EIellogq 


660C.116/40 ; Telegram 

The Secretary of Stcebe to the Mimster in Poland (Stetson) 

Washington, August £0, 19S7 — 2 p. m. 

32. Your despatch. July 25. Department’s telegram July 30. In 
view of unsatisfactory diaracter of foreign office note of July 21 
reply should be made, unless you perceive objection, further defin- 
ing position of this Govenunent in the matter of contingents. You 
should point out tibat one of principal grounds for dissatisfaction 
ia secrecy with whidb. contingent system is administered. Modus 
irlDendi guarantees equitable treatment with respect to each article 
subject to licensing and Department wishes means of knowing 
whether such treatment is actually being accorded. In this con- 
nection, refer to statement of Polish Government in regard to favor- 
able showing of United States in total import trade of Poland, and 
point out that this is by no means conclusive indication of favorable 
toatment under contingent system inasmuch as YO per cent, of total 
imports is said to consist of articles not subject to licensing. 
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Request statement of number of import licenses for automobiles 
granted various exporting countries, and if not already obtained 
request similar statement for tires. 

[Paraphrase.] Following for your guidance. The Department 
believes tliat by continued pressure at present time some influence 
may be exerted toward ending the contingent system. If present 
occasion is taken to state emphatically the position of our Govern- 
ment, more favorable treatment may be accorded other articles apart 
from the prospect of securing tangible result on automobile 
contingents. 

In apportioning licenses, regard should be given to normal share 
from the United States in total imports of each article which is 
subject to licensing. In consultation with conunercial attach^, com- 
pute, if possible, such share for tires and automobiles, based on im- 
port statistics for period preceding the adoption of the contingent 
grstem. Try to obtain assurances that licenses will be allotted to 
American imports on this basis if you consider such ^are equitable 
and if it is not now being received. As occasion arises, follow similar 
procedure regarding other articles. 

Department should be kept fully informed. [End paraphrase.] 

EEUiOOO 


660C.116/45 

The Minister in Poland (Stetson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1206 Warsaw, August 1987. 

[Received September 12.] 

Sna: In amplification of the Legation’s tdegraphic despatch No. 
58, August 23, 1927, 11 a. m.,® I now have the honor to transmit 
herewith copy of a note which I have forwarded to the Polish 
Ministiy of Foreign Affairs, with regard to the question of the 
allocation of import licenses for American goods imported into 
Poland, in particular motor cars, tires and tubes. 

Prior to presenting the note in question I had a conversation with 
Mr. Knoll, the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, with regard to 
the matter treated of therein. Mr. Knoll told me that Mar^al 
Pilsudski,® Mr. Bartel, the Vice Premier, and Mr. Kwiatkowski, the 
Minister of Commerce, had all come to the conclusion that the con- 
tingent system was not producing the results they had expected, 
for which reason they had decided that it must be done away with 
as soon as possible. He went on to say that the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs had been from the first somewhat skeptical of the contingent 
system working out satisfactorily, but that they always found it 

“Not printed. 

“ Premier and Minister of War. 
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difficult to prevail upon the Ministry of Commerce to accept their 
point of view in matters relating to commerce. 

Mr. Knoll, however, either was unable or did not see fit to furnish 
me with any information as to when contingents would be done 
away with or as to what system would be inaugurated to replace 
the present one. 

Further conversation with Mr. Knoll confirmed what I had already 
heard, namely, that other countries besides ourselves are pressing 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with a view to securing something 
more than the present contingent system grants them. I refer in 
particular to the Italian Grovemment which, I understand, has 
been and is con tinu ing to encounter great difficulties with regard to 
securing a sufficient contingent to permit them to export their oranges 
to Poland. 

Mr. Knoll asked me to make the note that I told him I was about 
to send him as strong as possible, as that would strengthen his hand 
in his dealings with Marshal Pilsudski, Mr. Bartel and the Ministry 
of Commerce. 

I impressed upon Mr. KnoU that at the present moment we were 
particularly interested in getting additional contingents for motor 
cars, tires and tubes. I pointed out that the sale of motor cars, tires 
and tubes was to a large extent dependent upon the season and that 
unless an additional contingent would be secured at once the manu- 
facturers of the articles in question would lose their best oppor- 
tunity of disposing of their goods in Poland. Mr. Knoll assured 
me that he would do his utmost to secure for us at an early date 
the additional contingents requested. 

I am not particularly hopeful that an37thing concrete will come 
of the Legation’s representations in this matter, although I feel 
that the fact that we and other governments are keeping after the 
Poles will make them realize sooner or later that a change in their 
economic and commerciail system, so as to accord most favored 
nation treatment to the goods of all nations, will be to their advan- 
tage in the long run. 

I have [etc.] Johk B. Stetson, Jr. 

[Bnclosure] 

The American Mwht&r {Stetson) to the Polish Actmg Mimst&r for 
Foreign Affairs {KnoU) 

No. 795 Warsaw, Augvst 18, 19S17. 

ExoEiitENOT: I have the honor to inform Tour Excellency the 
Warsaw representative of the Goodyear Tires Company has brought 
to the attention of the Legation the fact that, while he had requested 
that he be permitted to import 110,000 kfios of automobile tires and 
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tubes during the third quarter of the present year, import permits 
covering only 13,000 kilos were granted him, llie Legation further 
understands, from a reliable source, that the Dunlop Tire Company, 
a British concern, and the French IMichelin Company, have each re- 
ceived import permits covering approximately 75,000 kilos for the 
same period. 

The Modus Vivendi of 1926 between Poland and the United States 
stipulates that “in the matter of licensmg or prohibitions of imports 
or exports, Poland and the United States, respectively, so far as they 
at any time maintain such a system, will accord to the commerce of 
the other treatment as favorable, with respect to commodities, valua- 
tions and quantities, as may be accorded to the commerce of any oiher 
country” and “every concession with respect to any duty, charge or 
regulation affecting commerce now accorded or that may hereafter 
be accorded by the United States or by Poland by law, proclamation, 
decree or commercial treaty or agreement to any foreign country will 
become immediately applicable without request and without compen- 
sation to the commerce of Poland and of the United States and 
its territories and possessions respectively.” 

Under the foregoing provisions pOTinits should be granted for 
importation of American automobile tires into Poland in at least as 
large a quantity as of English or French tires. 

My Govermnent has directed me to bring the foregoing to the atten- 
tion of Your Excellency’s Governmmt, and to protest against what it 
considers discrimination against American trade, in contravention 
of the terms of the Modus Vivendi of 1925. In the absence of 
facts and figures proving the contrary, my Government is obliged 
to believe that such discrimination really does exist. My Government 
is confident, however, that foUowing an examination of the facts of 
the situation the Polish Government wiU immediately take the neces- 
sary steps to insure that the rights to which imports from the United 
States are entitled under the terms of the Modus Vw&nM between 
the two countries are in fact fully guaranteed. 

The Legation is unable to consider as final Your Excellency’s note 
of July 21st last, relative to contingents for the importation of Ameri- 
can motor cars. While I appreciate Your Excellency’s statement 
that the Polish Government is examining the situation with a view 
to granting a special contingent for the importation of American 
motor cars, I feel I must reiterate to Your Excellency that the sale 
of motor cars in Poland is largely dependent on the season of the 
year, and that unless the special contingent Your Excellency mentions 
is forthcoming at an early date the American manufacturers inter- 
ested will lose the opportunity of disposing of their cars which an 
early granting of such a contingent would have insur^ them. 
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With regard to the system under which contingents are granted, 
the memorandum accompanying Your Excellency’s note leaves me 
with the impression that it is the policy of the Polish Government 
not to publish but to keep secret the data relating to the granting 
and establishiug of such contingents, such as the number of licenses 
issued, the nationality of the person to whom issued, etc., which in 
itself amounts to a deterrent to healthy trade. This is unfortunate, 
more especially in view of the policy of my Government of making 
public all information regarding imports into and exports from the 
United States and its territories, and certainly lends weight to the 
belief that there does exist discrimmation against American products 
in Poland, in the matter of granting import licenses. 

Accept [etc.] John B. Stetson, Jr. 


660C.116/48 : Telegram 

T7ie Mimster m Poland {Stetson) to the Secretary of State 

[Poraphiase] 

Waesaw, September ^7, 1987 — 6 p. m. 

[Eeceived 9:45 p. m.] 

66. Department’s telegrams No. 30, July 80 and No. 32, August 20. 
The Legation has received from the Polish Government a verbal 
offer of an import contingent for American automobiles of 320 metric 
tons quarterly, beginning January 1, 1928. This amount, the Polish 
Government states, is 30 to 40 tons more than the present contingent 
for American cars. Of the total quarterly contingent of 320 metric 
tons 240 tons will be charged against automobiles of the General 
Motors and Eord Companies. It is intimated by the Polish Govern- 
ment however, that, if desired, the American allotment might be 
redistributed so as to give other American automobile manufacturers 
a larger proportion of the total contingent. It should be remarked 
that the total American quarterly contingent of 320 metric tons would 
include American cars entering Poland through Denmark. In this 
connection it is stated by the Ministry of Commerce that, inasmuch 
as 50% to 60% of the labor employed on American automobiles as- 
sembled in Denmark is American and as Danish labor represents only 
approximately 30% of the labor employed thereon, the Polish Gov- 
ernment does not regard American cars assembled in Denmark as 
meeting the requirements of Polish law, and that Danish certificates 
of origin for such cars might therefore properly be withheld. The 
Legation has no means of verifying the accmnwgr of the foregoing 
statement but if it is correct, the refusal of the Polish Government 
to grant Danish certificates of origin to such cars apparently would 
be justified. The Legation is under the impression, however, that 
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the Polish Government is not really disposed to refuse Danish certifi- 
cates of origin to American automobiles assembled in Denmark unless, 
possibly, this Government should seek to obtain a larger contingent 
for American cars exported directly to Poland from the United 
States than that offered by the Polish Government. 

The Polish authorities state that French automobiles ■will be 
granted a quarterly contingent of 260 metric tons as compared with 
the 320 metric tons for American automobiles. The French con- 
tingent of 250 metric tons is said to be larger than that for any other 
country. 

For the last quarter of 1927 the contingent for General Motors 
and Ford automobiles is said to be 240 metric tons. The Polish Min- 
istry of Commerce states that for the same period all other American 
automobiles come under general contingent, which it is said, has been 
reduced somewhat. The Legation has been assured, however, that if 
individual requests for import permits for American automobiles 
other than Fords or those of the General Motors Corporation are 
presented by the Legation they will receive sympathetic consideration. 
France has a contingent of 250 tons, which is the largest enjoyed by 
any coimtry. 

With reference to tires and tubes, the American contingent, begin- 
ning January 1, 1928, will be 112 tons quarterly. The contingent 
for French tires and tubes, which is larger than that for any other 
country, will be exactly the same as the American contingent. 

The Polish Government states that it has been unable to present 
the contingent figures above mentioned in a note to the Legation 
inasmuch as it desires that these figures be kept secret. The infor- 
mation concerning the French contingents has nevertheless been given 
to the Legation, it is said, as evidence of good will on the part of the 
Polish Government. 

In order that the necessary steps may be taken preparatory to 
applying the new contingents on January 1, 1928, the Poli^ Gov- 
ernment has requested an early reply to its verbal offer. 

SrETScai 


660C.116/51 ; Telegram 

The SeGTetaary of State to the Minister in Poland {Stetson) 

Washington, Ootoher SI, 1927 — 6 p. m. 

47. Your 66, September 27, 6 p. m. 

(1) Please inform Polish Government that quarterly import con- 
tingent of 820 metric tons for American automobiles during 1928 
would be acceptable to this Government, provided this amount does 
not include automobiles manufactured from American parts in Den- 
mark or other foreign countries. You mav point out that if latter 
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were included effect would be to curtail rather than to increase the 
authorized importations of American cars. 

Department is advised that paragraph 46 of Danish Customs Regu- 
lations provides that “As manufactured in Denmark, shall be con- 
sidered not only such goods as are entirely of Danish origin, but also 
those imported which have undergone a substantial manipulation in 
D emin ark.” It is said that statement to same effect appears on Danish 
export declaration. If necessary you may bring foregoing to atten- 
tion of Polish authorities and point out that so far as Danish Govern- 
ment is concerned automobiles assembled in Denmark, of which 
American materials might constitute over fifty per cent of total cost, 
apparently would be recognized as entitled to certificates of origin as 
Danish products. It may be well, however, before mentioning this 
point to Polish authorities to consult with Danish Minister. 

(2) You may state that quarterly contingent of 112 metric tons 
for American tires and tubes during 1928 would be acceptable to this 
Government. 

(3) With reference to allotment of definite portions of American 
contingents to certain American manufacturers, please state that this 
Government woxild prefer to leave such allotment for negotiation be- 
tween individual companies and Polish authorities. Since contin- 
gency might arise, however, in which an American company would 
not be in position fully to utilize its allotment, you should request 
that any allotment determined upon by Polish authorities will not 
be so rigidly maintained as to deprive other American producers of 
opportunity of utilizing any unused portion of quotas assigned any 
particular cornpany. 

(4) Department understands that, beginning January 1, 1928, 
American automobile contingent of 320 metric tons quarterly would 
be larger than for any country and that American quarterly contin- 
gent for tires and tubes of 112 metric tons would not be exceeded 
by contingent of any other coimtry and equalled only by that of 
France. 

(5) In order that this Government may feel assured that Ameri- 
can share in Poland’s imports will reflect relative importance of 
United States in manufacture of articles in question you should 
request that in event of any subsequent increase in contingents of 
other countries, corresponding increase will be made in American 
contingents. 

6. You should request that some means be provided by Polish 
authorities whereby you may readily ascertain at any given timn for 
any article subject to licensing total quantity of importations fr o m 
United States effected on a given contingent and total number of 
unused licenses outstanding. 

Kzzxoqo 
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660C.116/62 : Telegram 

T7i^ Mimster inPdUmd {Stetson) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Waesaw, November 1927 — S p. m. 

[Eeceived 4: 15 p. m.] 

78. Department’s No. 47, October 31, 6 p. m. The proposals re- 
ported in my No. 66, September 27, 5 p. m., were a final offer by the 
Poles and were also intended as an answer to onr argument that 
American imports had been discriminated against under system 
of secret contingents. From my last conversations with Polish 
officials there is little doubt that further discussions will brmg a 
demand from the Poles for a clear statement as to whether or not 
we consider automobiles assembled in Denmark from American parts 
as American cars and entitled to full consideration as such. 

If, however, we accept the offer of 320 metric tons including cars 
assembled in Denmark, we thereby admit the Polish contention that 
such cars are American and prejudice the possibility of gaining 
further substantial increase as the contingent for the ITnited States 
thus becomes far greater than that of any other country. If, on the 
other hand, we contend that cars assembled in Denmark are not 
American, we might be able to secure a contingent for direct imports 
equal to or greater than the French. This, of course, obviously in- 
volves the risk that such an increase would be at the expense of Ford 
and General Motors products imported from Denmark. 

I think it would be very unwise to continue conversations until we 
are ready to clearly state our position on the points enumerated above. 

Stetsoii 


660C.116/62 : Telegwan 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Folcmd (Stetson) 

[ParapliraBe] 

Washington, November 9, 1927—1 p. m. 

51. Your telegram No. 78, November 4, 3 p. m. The Department 
desires any information you may discreetly obtain with respect tp 
action the Danish Minister is likely to take to obtain a contingent for 
1928 for automobiles assembled in Denmark should such cars be con- 
sidered as imported from Denmark rather than the United States. 
Any indication you can furnish as to the possible amount of such a 
contingent would be useful. 


ErznoGG 



622 FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME m 

660C.116/53 : Telegram 

TTie Minister in Poland {Stetson) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Warsaw, November £4^ 19^7—10 a. m. 

[i^ceived 6 : 45 p. m.] 

82. Department’s telegrams STo. 51, November 9, 1 p. m., and No. 
56, November 21, 4 p. m.’^ 

1. I am informed by the Danish Minister that he has been authorized 
to give the same protection to Ford and General Motors cars assembled 
in Denmark from American parts as to articles of Danish origin. 
He points out, however, that although the balance of trade between 
Denmark and Poland is favorable to Poland, he has been instructed 
not to make any threat of reprisals as regards coal should the Polish 
Government reduce or abolish contingents for automobiles or other 
Danish products. 

2. The Danish Minister has no better means than I have of knowing 
how large a contingent may eventually be granted for automobiles 
imported into Poland from Denmark. But the Minister assures me 
that all his influence will be exerted to obtain for importations from 
Demnark a contingent equal to that which we may obtain. 

3. Eeferring to my telegram No. 66 of September 27, and to the 
statement appearing in its paragraph 5, the Danish Legation has 
now officially notified the Polish Government that more than linlf 
the value of General Motors automobiles is added in Denmark. 

4. It is my opinion that if the Legation were authorized to protect 
only direct importations, the American interests would be b^t served. 
I believe that we have a fair chance, by unofficial cooperation witii 
the Danish Legation, of obtaining a joint contingent greater than the 
present offer of 320 metric tons per quarter. 

Stetson 


660C.116/55 : Telegram 

T7ie Secretary of State to the Minister in Poland {Stetson) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washinqton, 'December 8, 19^7—8 p. m. 

68. ( 1 ) The Department approves suggestions in fourth paragraph 

of your telegram No. 82 of November 24, 10 a. m. In respect to 
inaport contingents for automobiles, you should confine your negoti- 
ations with the Polish authorities to cars which are manufactured 


^ Latter not printed. 



POIiAND 


623 


wholly in the United States. For such cars you should try to obtain 
a contingent of 320 metric tons per quarter, and in any case a quarterly 
contingent no smaller than France or any other country may receive. 

(2) You may point out, if necessary, that since the Danish Gov- 
ernment is of opinion that cars manufactured in Denmark largely 
from American parts are entitled to Danish certificates of origin, and 
that since heretofore the Polish Government has itself accepted such 
cars as Danish, they should be admitted under a Danish contingent. 

(3) You may also state, if you think it necessary, that the United 
States itself regards as Danish, rather than American, the trade 
in cars assembled in Denmark. But such action should be taken 
only if the Legation considers it absolutely necessary in obtaining 
the contingent indicated in the first paragraph above. In any state- 
ment, however, regarding trade in the products of assembling plants 
abroad, you should carefully avoid prejudicing possible intercession 
by this Government in behalf of American proprietary interest in 
the assembling plants themselves. 

(4) Keferring to Legation’s despatch No. 1330 of November 17.® 

In the event that the Polish authorities should indicate willing- 
ness to grant us greater contingent for automobiles fully manufac- 
tured in the United States than that allotted to France, you should 
not urge too strongly that the United States be granted contingent 
for toilet articles equal to that of France, in view of Department’s 
attitude respecting allotment of contingents as stated in fifth para- 
graph of telegram 32, August 20. 

KEL3X)Oa 


660C.1 16/56 : Telegram 

The Minister in Polomd {Stetson) ta the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirase] 

Warsaw, December ^3, 1927 — noon. 

[Eeceived December 23 — ^11 : 38 a. m.] 
88. Eeferring to Department’s telegram No. 58 of Dec^ber 8, re- 
garding contingents for importation of automobiles. I am accepting 
quarterly contingent of 250 metric tons for automobiles imported 
under American certificates of origin, in consideration of assurances 
to me by the Polish Government that we are receiving treatment 
equal to that granted to most favored nation. 

Stetsoit 


•Not printed. 


323422"— 42— "Vol. Ill— 
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EXTE^ADITION TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND POLAND 
AND ACCOMPANYING PROTOCOL, SIGNED NOVEMBER 22. 1927 

Treaty Series No. 789 

Treaiy Between the Urdted States of America and Poland,^ Signed at 
"Warsaw, November 1987 * 

The United States of America and the Republic of Poland, desiring 
to promote the cause of justice, have resolved to conclude a treaty for 
the extradition of fugitives from justice, between the United States 
of America and the Republic of Poland, and have appointed for that 
purpose the following plenipotentiaries: 

The United States of America: H. E. John B. Stetson, Jr. Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary in Warsaw. 

The Republic of Poland : H. E. August Zaleski, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, 

Who, after having so communicated to each other their respective 
full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed upon and 
concluded the following articles: 

Aeticslb I 

It is agreed that the Government of the United States and the Gov- 
ernment of Poland ^aU, upon requisition duly made as herein pro- 
vided, deliver up to justice any person who may be charged with, or 
may have been convicted of any of the crimes specified in Article II 
of the present treaty committed within the jurisdiction of one of the 
High Contracting Parties and who shall seek an asylum or shall be 
found within the territory of the other, provided that such surrender 
shall take place only upon such evidence of criminality, as according 
to the laws of the place where the fugitive or person so charged shall 
be found, would justify his apprehension and commitment for trial 
if the crime or offence had been there committed. 

Abtiolb n 

Persons shall be delivered up according to the provisions of the 
present Treaty, who shall have been charged with, or convicted of any 
of the following crimes : 

1. Murder, comprehending the crimes designated by the terms 
parricide, assassination, manslaughter when voluntary, poisoning or 
infanticide; 

2. The attempt to commit murder; 

3. Arson; 

“In English and Polish; Polish text not printed. Batiflcation advised by the 
Senate, Eeb. 24, 1928; ratlfled by the President, Mar. 14, 1928; ratified by Poland, 
Apr. 20, 1929; ratifications exchanged at Warsaw, June 6, 1920; proclaimed by 
the President, June 18, 1929. 
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4. Wilful and unlawful destruction or damage of track and rail- 
road establishments, which endangers human life; 

6. Crimes committed at sea: 

a. Piracy; 

J. Wrongfully sinking or destroying a vessel at sea or attempting 
to do so ; 

<?. Mutiny or conspiracy by two or more members of the crew or 
other persons on board of a vessel on the high seas, for the 
purpose of rebelling against the authority of the Captain or 
Commander of such vessel, or by fraud or violence taking 
possession of a vessel. 

d. Assault on board ship upon the high seas, with intent to do 
bodily harm. 

6. Burglary, defined to be the act of breaking into and entering the 
house of another in the night time with intent to commit a felony 
therein ; 

7. Eobbery, defined to be the act of feloniously and forcibly taking 
from the person of another goods or money by violence or by putting 
him in fear; 

8. The fabrication of counterfeit money, whether coin or paper, 
counterfeit titles or coupons of public debt, created by National, 
State, Provincial, Territorial, Local or Municipal Governments, bank 
notes or other instruments of public credit, counterfeit dies and the 
utterance, circulation or fraudulent use of the above mentioned 
objects; 

9. Forgery or the utterance of forged papers or the fraudulent use 
of any of the same, providing the loss occasioned exceeds one thou- 
sand dollars or Polish equivalent; 

10. Embezzlement or criminal malversation committed by public 
officers or depositaries, where the amount embezzled exceeds one thou- 
sand dollars or Polish equivalent; 

11. Embezzlement by any person or persons hired, salaried or 
employed, to the detriment of their employers or principals, when the 
crime or offense is punishable by imprisonment or other corporal 
punishment by the laws of both countries and where the amount 
embezzled exceeds one thousand dollars or Polish equivalent; 

12. Fraud or breach of a trust by a bailee, banker, agent, factor, 
trustee, executor, administrator, guardian, director or officer of any 
Company or Corporation, or by any one in any fiduciary position, 
where the amount of money or the value of the property misappro- 
priated exceeds one thousand dollars or Polish equivalent; 

13. Obtaining money, valuable securities or other property by false 
pretences or receiving any money, valuable securities or other prop- 
erty knowing the same to have been unlawfully obtained, where the 
amount of money or the value of the property so obtained or received 
exceeds one thousand dollars or Polish equivalent; 
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14. Larceny if the damage caused exceeds one thousand dollars or 
Polish equivaleut; 

16. Perjury or subornation of perjury, where as a result of such 
a false testimony, an innocent person has been punished by impris- 
onment or a more severe penalty, or a person has been imjustly ac- 
quitted of a crime or an unjust sentence was pronounced in a civil 
case where the amount exceeds one thousand dollars or Polish equiv- 
alent and a loss of this amount actually resulted; 

16. Kidnapping of minors or adults defined to be the abduction or 
detention of a person or persons, in order to exact money from them, 
their families, or any other person or persons, or for any unlawful 
end; 

17. Crimes and offences against the laws for the suppression of 
slavery or slave trading; 

18. Crimes defined as the so-called traffic of women and girls, that 
means recruiting, abduction or seduction for immoral purposes 
of said persons, provided such crimes be punishable by imprisonment 
of at least one year, or by more severe penalty. 

Extradition ^all also take place for participation in any of the 
crimes before mentioned as an accessory before or after the fact, 
provided such participation be punishable by imprisonment of at 
least one year by the laws of both the High Contracting Parties. 

Aetiole hi 

The provisions of the present Treaty shall not import a claim of 
extradition for any crime or offence of a political character, nor 
for acts connected with such crimes or offences. 

When the crime belongs to those designated in Article H sec. 1 
and 2 — ^the fact that the offence was directed against the life of the 
Head of the State, the President, of one of the High Contracting 
Parties, or against the Head of a Foreign State, or against the life 
of any member of his family shall not be deemed sufficient to sustain 
that such crime or offence was of a political character, or was an 
act connected with crimes or offences of a political character. 

Abtictjb IV 

The person delivered up shall be tried only for the crime or offence 
for which he was surrendered. This provision, however, does not 
apply to the case, when the said person fails to leave the territory of 
the Party to which he was surrendered within the period of three 
months after the date of inflicting upon him the penalty for the 
crime or offence for which he was delivered, or after the date of his 
being advised of his acquittal or of the fact that his case has been 
dismissed. 



VOLAND 


627 


ARTICLiE V 

A fugitive criminal shall not be surrendered under the provi- 
sions hereof 5 when, from lapse of time or other lawful cause, accord- 
ing to the laws of the place within the jurisdiction of which the 
crime was committed, or according to the laws of the place where 
he was found, the criminal is exempt from prosecution or punish- 
ment for the offence for which the surrender is asked. 

Extradition shall also not be granted if, in a case of concurrent 
jurisdiction, there has been concluded or is pending in the surren- 
dering State the prosecution of the fugitive on a charge growing 
out of the same set of facts as that upon which the extradition is 
sought. 

AltTIOIiE VI 

If a fugitive criminal whose surrender may be claimed pursuant 
to the provisions hereof be actually under prosecution, out on bail 
or in custody, for another crime or offence, his extradition may be 
deferred until such proceedings be determined, or until he shall 
have been set at liberty in due course of law. 

Article VII 

If a fugitive criminal claimed by one of the Parties hereto, shall 
be also claimed by one or more powers, such criminal shall be de- 
livered to that State whose demand is first received. 

Nevertheless, the surrendering State may give preference to a third 
State provided it is bound by a treaty concluded with that State 
so to do. 

Artiolb VIII 

Under the stipulations of this Treaty, the United States of Amer- 
ica shall not be bound to deliver up its citizens, and the Bepublic 
of Poland shall not be bound to deliver up either Polish citizens 
or those of the Free City of Danzig. 

Artccie IX 

Everything found in the possession of the fugitive criminal at 
the time of his arrest, whether being the proceeds of the crime or 
offence, or which may be material as evidence of the crime, shall so 
far as practicable, according to the laws of either of the High Con- 
tracting Parties, be delivered up with his person at the time of 
surrender. Nevertheless, the rights of a third party with regard 
to the articles referred to, shall be duly respected. 

Article X 

Eequisitions for the surrender of fugitives from justice shall be 
made by the respective diplomatic agents of the High Contracting 
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Parties. In the event of the absence of such agents from the country 
or its seat of government, requisitions may be made by Consular 
officers. 

A duly authenticated copy of the sentence of the Court, before 
"which the conviction of the criminal took place, shall be produced 
with requisition of surrender. 

If the person, whose extradition is requested, is merely charged 
with crime or offence, or convicted by default, a duly authenticated 
copy of the warrant of arrest of the Court, and of the depositions upon 
which such warrant may have been issued, shall be produced with 
such other evidence, as may be deemed competent in the case. 

Extradition shall be carried out in confonmty with the law gov- 
erning it in the country, where the requisition of surrender is made. 

Artiole XI 

The arrest of a fugitive criminal may be requested even upon tele- 
graphic advice, stating the existence of a sentence of conviction or a 
warrant of arrest. 

In Poland the requisition for the arrest shall be directed to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, who will transmit it to the appropriate 
authorities. 

In the United States of Am erica, the requisition for the arrest shall 
be directed to the Secretary of State, who shall confirm the regularity 
of the requisition and request the appropriate authorities to take action 
thereon in conformity with the law. 

In both countries, in case of urgency, the requisition for the arrest 
and detention may be addressed directly to the appropriate magistrate, 
in conformity with the laws in force. 

A person provisionally arrested shall be released unless within three 
months from the date of arrest the formal requisition for surrender 
with the documentary proofs set out in Article X have been produced 
by the diplomatic agent of the demanding Government or, in his 
absence, by a Consular officer thereof. 

Article XU 

In every case of a request made by either of the High Contracting 
Parties for the arrest, detention or extradition of fugitive cr iminals ^ 
the appropriate legal officers of the country where the proceedings 
of extradition are had, shall assist the officers of the Government 
demanding the extradition before the respective judges and magis- 
trates, by every legal means within their power. 

N*o claim whatever for compensation for any of the services so 
rendered shall be made against the Government demanding the extra- 
dition, provided, however, that any officer or officers of the surren- 
dering Government so giviijtg assistance, who shall in the course of 
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their duty, receive no salary or compensation other than specific fees 
for services performed, shall be entitled to receive from the Govern- 
ment demanding the extradition the customary fees for the acts or 
services performed by them, in the same manner and to the same 
amount as though such acts or services had been performed in ordi- 
nary criminal proceedings under the laws of the country of which 
they are officers. 

These claims for fees are to be submitted through the intermediary 
of the respective Government. 

Aetiolb xin 

The expenses of arrest, detention, examination and transportation 
of the accused shall be paid by the Government, which has preferred 
the demand for extradition. 


Abticle XIV 

The provisions of the present Treaty shall be applicable to all ter- 
ritory wherever situated, belonging to either of the High Contracting 
Parties, or in the occupancy and under the control of either of them 
during such occupancy or control. 

AsncuE XV 

The present Treaty shall be ratified by the High Contracting Par- 
ties and the exchange of ratifications shall take place at Warsaw, as 
soon as possible. 

This Treaty shall take effect on the thirtieth day after the date of 
the exchange of ratifications and shall be applied, although the crime 
or offence, for which the extradition has been claimed, have been com- 
mitted before its entering into force. 

The present Treaty may be terminated, yet it will remain in force 
for one year from the date on which such notice of termination shaE 
be given by either of the High Contracting Parties. 

In witness whereof, the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have signed 
the present Treaty and affixed thereto their respective seals. 

Done in dupEcate at Warsaw this 22 day of November 1927. 

[seal] J ohkt B. Stetson y ; 

[seal] August Zaleski 

PBOTOOOL A0C03SIPANT1NG THE TKEATT OP EXTRADrrioN BETWEEN 
UNITED STATES OP AHEBIOA AND THE EEFUBLIO OP POLAND 

At the moment of signing the Treaty of Extradition betweeiit^ 
United States of America and the Kepublic of Poland the undersijn|p 
Plenipotentiaries, duly empowered, have agreed as foUows : 
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1. The Polish Government consents to extradite, at the request of 
the Government of the United States of America, all fugitive crimi- 
nals as they are referred to in the accompanying treaty, in cases where 
the charge involved exceeds $200.00, although the minimum provided 
for in the accompanymg treaty for the High Contracting Parties is 
$ 1 , 000 . 00 . 

The foregoing agreement applies to the provisions of Paragraphs 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 of Article II of the accompanymg treaty. 

2. The Polish Governmeat, which by virtue of Article 104 of the 
Treaty of Peace at Versailles conducts the foreign affairs of the 
Free City of Danzig, undertakes to do aU that is necessary to secure 
the adherence of the Free City of Danzig to the provisions of this 
protocol and the accompanying treaty as soon as possible. 

In faith whereof, the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have signed 
the present protocol and aflixed thereto their respective seals. 

Done in duplicate at Warsaw this 22 day of November 1927. 

[seal] John B. Stetson, jr 

[seal] August Zaleski 

"MaUoy, Treaties, 191G-1923, vol. m, pp. 3329, 3385. 



RUMANIA 

PROPOSED TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP, COMMERCE AND CONSULAR 
RIGHTS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND RUMANIA 

T11.712/- ; Telegram 

The Minister in Rvmania {Oulhertson) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Btjoharest, DeomAer 11, 1925 — S p. m. 

[Eeceived 7 : 55 p. m.] 

98. With reference to circular instruction No. 211 of August 18, 
1923,^ I request specific instructions to undertake the negotiation of a 
treaty of friendship, conunerce and navigation and consular rights. 
The United States has at present the good will of the Eumanian people 
and Government and with the development of American business 
interests the protection afforded by a modern commercial treaty 
would in some respects prove serviceable. If the principle of negoti- 
ating such a treaty is approved I shall arrange preliminary dis- 
cussions with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and shall thereafter 
forward for the consideration of the Department a draft treaty follow- 
ing the model of the treaty between the United States and Germany ^ 
with a discussion of the provisions of each paragraph with reference 
to Eumanian laws and the conditions prevailing here. 

CcmnESTSON 


711.T12/- : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mimster in Bwnania iOuthertson,) 

Washiktoton, December $1, 1926 — 7 p. m. 

70. Your 98, December 11, 3 p. m. Department will be glad to 
undertake negotiation of a treaty of friendship, commerce and con- 
sular rights with Eumania, following as closely as possible the German 
Treaty. You are authorized to discuss the matter with the appro- 
priate officials and to report their attitude together with any sug- 
gestions you may care to submit in the matter. 

ElnixoGia 


* Foreign Relatione, 1923, vol. i, p. 131. 

* Ihitt., vol. II, p. 29. 
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Tll.712/1 

The Minister in, RwtMMiia {OiilbeTtson) to the Seoretary of State 

Ifo, 111 Buohabist, Jamuary 9, 19B6. 

[Eeceived February 11,] 

Sir: Eeferriug to my telegram No. 98 of December 11, 1925, and 
the Department’s reply No. 70 of January 1, 1926 [December 81^ 19BSi\, 
I have the honor to report that I informed the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs today of the Department’s willingness to undertake 
the negotiation of a treaty of friendship, commerce and consular 
rights with ttumania following as closely as possible the German 
Treaty. He informed me that the general policy of the Rumanian 
Government prevents the immediate discussion of a general com- 
mercial treaty but that following the completion of certain studies 
which are now being made by the Minister of Finance and which 
should be completed in two or three months he will be very glad to 
discuss the terms and scope of a commercial treaty. 

His attitude was entirely friendly and it would appear that the 
Rumanian Government is endeavoring to review its commercial 
treaty relations as a whole and that until its studies are completed it 
does not feel in a position to commit itself to any permanent com- 
mercial arrangements. In the meantime, however, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs is desirous of exchanging with the American Gov- 
ernment a note regulating commercial relations similar to one of 
those transmitted to tlie Department with my despatch No. 95, 
dated December 17, 1925.® He said today that if the American 
Government were willing, he desired to exchange such notes promptly 
so that American interests would not be in a less favorable position 
in Rumania than the interests of other friendly States.^ 

I should be grateful to have an indication from the Department 
as to what action, if any, I shall take in this matter. 

I have [etc.] W. S, CuiaEKCSON 

611.7181/66 

The Minister in Brnnama {Culbertson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 397 Bucharest, April S, 19S7. 

[Revived April 29.] 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith a note (enclosure No. 
1) which I have sent to the Rumanian Government concerning the 
status of our most-favored nation understanding with Rumania 

*Not printed. 

‘For the exchange of notes according mutual unconditional most-favored- 
treatment In customs matters, signed Feb. 26, 1026, see Foreign RelaUoat, 
1926, voL n; pp. 898 ff. > > 
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(Treaty Series No. 733). I also transmit other information relating 
to the proposed new commercial treaty policy of Rumania. 

In enclosures Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5 ® will be found typical press com- 
ments on the new tariff and treaty situation. The vague character 
of these comments is in part due to the fact that the new tariff law 
has not been made public and that official statements concerning 
the new treaties have been far from clear. Enclosure No. 6,® for 
example, is a statement issued by the Ministry of Finance, but sev- 
eral readings of it will leave the reader still in doubt on some points 
of major importance. Mr. Palmer, Consul General at Bucharest, 
in his report of April 1, 1927, entitled “The New Rumanian Import 
Regime”,** has restated and analyzed the provisions of this govern- 
ment’s statement. 

I have discussed the proposed policy with Mr. Manoilescu, Under- 
secretary of Finance, who is now virtually the head of the Ministry 
of Finance, and who is regarded as the author of this new policy. 
He is following French and Italian precedents. The objective ap- 
pears to be the negotiation of a series of treaties similar to the conven- 
tion between Italy and Hungary of July 20, 1925 (Roma, Ministero 
Delle Finanze, Bollettino Uiftciale^ Anno 1925, Vol. LXY — 155).® 
For some months Rumania and Italy have been discussing a commer- 
cial convention. Great secrecy has been maintained concerning its 
provisions. 

The high rates on certain products in the new tariff are directed 
primarily against Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria and perhaps other 
neighboring states whose industries are presenting severe competi- 
tion to the new and inefficient industries of Rumania. Against 
these countries on certain articles higher rates are deemed to be neces- 
sary than in the case of other countries. To meet this situation and 
also to make possible tariff favors to certain countries, for political 
reasons, for example to Italy, Rumania appears to be entering 
upon a commercial policy which has the following features: 

1) A higher tariff level * 

2) a regime of special tariff bargaining based upon maximum 
and minimum tariff schedules fixed by parliament; 

3) on certain so-called reserved articles rates may be changed 
by royal decree — ^this provision is in the nature of anti-dumpmg 
legislation ; 

4) no general blanket most- favored nation guarantees will be 
given any treaties, but most-favored nation treatment will be lim- 
ited to those articles specified in lists attached to treaties negotiated 
with respective countries. 

It is proposed to embody in every commercial treaty two lists of 
articles. List A will contain articles on which Rumania grants 

‘Not printed. 

•l/eague of Nations Treaty Series, vol. xnv, p. 39, 



634 T’OEEIGN RELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME UI 

either the minirm im tariff rate, or a special rate fixed by bargaining 
lower than her maximum tariff rate. If, subsequently, on articles 
specified in List A in a treaty with one country a lower rate is granted 
in a treaty with another country, the first country will receive with 
respect to that article most-favored nation treatment. It is spe- 
cifically provided, however, that certain articles of special interest 
to Rumanian producers shall never be included in any List A (see 
enclosure No. 6).^ 

It is further proposed to have in commercial treaties a List B 
which will include those articles on which Rumania is willing to 
grant her TniTijmnmi tariff. Most-favored nation treatment will 
also be granted to each country that concludes a treaty with Rumania 
with respect to all items listed in the lists B in the treaties of all 
other countries. 

If a country in its negotiations with Rumania cannot get an article 
into List A or B of its treaty, it may find itself with respect to that 
article without most-favored nation treatment. 

Delay in putting in force the new tariff would seem to indicate 
that other departments of the government are not willing to accept 
without modification the new commercial policy annoimced by the 
treasury. It is generally recognized that, however logical in theory, 
this new policy is extremely difficult of application and is likely to 
lead to serious complications. 

From the standpoint of our announced policy, that is, general 
unconditional most-favored nation treatment, the most significant 
statement in the Finance Ministry’s new commercial treaty declara- 
tion is that in no case will the most-favored nation clause be granted 
with respect to the whole customs tariff. Mr. Manoilescu explained 
that their policy of reserving certain items from the operation of the 
most-favored nation clause was directed against neighboring coun- 
tries whose competition is feared in the case of particular items, 
and that in the case of the United States, any item in which we are 
interested would be included either in List A or List B; in other 
words, he proposes to give us most-favored nation treatment in fact 
although not in theory. 

In an effort to protect American interests, 1 sent to the Foreign 
Office on the day the new commercial policy was announced a note 
which is transmitted herewith as enclosure No. 1. I requested that 
our present most-favored nation treatment understanding with Ru- 
mania continue in force for a reasonable time until a new commer- 
cial convention could be concluded. I followed this note up with 
conversations at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and at the Treasury. 
It brought immediately to the attention of the Rumanian Govern- 
ment a possible complication arising out of the proposed new policy. 


Not nrinted. 
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Prophecies are dangerous, particularly in Kumania. However, 
by having brought the matter to the attention of the Rumanian 
Government before the question of general policy had been passed 
on finally by the Council of Ministers and by Parliament, I hope 
that I may be able to obtain assurances that will fully protect 
Amercian interests and perhaps even obtain a guarantee that Ameri- 
can goods will pay only the minimum rates of the new tariff. 

I have [etc.] W. S. Ctobbetbon 


[Enclosure] 

The American Minister {Culbertson) to the Bmnaman Minister of 
Foreign Affairs {Mitilineu) 

No. 16 Bxjohabbst, March 1927. 

Mr. Minister: I have read today in the press the memorandum, 
just issued, announcing the new customs tariff of Your Excellency’s 
government and setting forth the principles which will guide in its 
application. The statement that the most-favored nation clauses in 
commercial agreements with foreign states will be cancelled is dis- 
quieting. In this connection I beg to repeat what I have said to 
Your Excellency on a number of occasions: that the commercial 
policy of the United States is not only to grant to all countries 
equal or most-favored nation treatment, but, at the same time, to 
insist that equal or most-favored nation treatment be granted by 
other nations to the products of the United States. The minimum 
tariff of the United States is applicable alike to products from 
whatever country they may come, provided only, that, in case of 
discrimination against the United States, the President may, by 
virtue of Section 317 of the Tariff Act of 1922,® impose additional 
duties on products coming from any coimtry refusing equal treat- 
ment to the products of the United States. Under our law it is 
immaterial how a discrimination is created, whether by legislative 
act, by special commercial agreement, or by executive decree. 

As Your Excellency knows, there is in force between Eumania 
and the United States an exchange of notes dated February 26, 
1926, by virtue of which a regime of most-favored nation treatment 
is established between our two countries. In an informal conversa- 
tion today with Mr. Manoilescu, he assured me that this agreement 
would continue in force for a reasonable time until superseded by 
a general commercial treaty between the United States and Rumania. 
I shall be grateful to Your Excellency if you will confirm this 
statement to me in writing as the official position of your govern- 
ment. 

I avail myself [etc.] [File copy not signed] 


*42 Stat 858, 944. 
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611.7181/65 : Telegram 

The Seoretary of State to the Minister m Burnmia {OiMertson) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washutgxon, May 9, 19B7 — 5 y, m. 

19. The Department wishes to maintain without change its present 
policy of inserting the unconditional most-favored-nation clause in 
such commercial treaties as it negotiates. While it would, appear 
that the conclusion of a commercial treaty with Rumania on the 
basis of that Government’s new policy as given in your despatch 
No. 897 of April 2, 1927, would in fact secure most-favored-nation 
treatment for American goods, it might likewise tend to establish 
a precedent which would seriously prejudice negotiations with Gov- 
ernments that are unwilling to concede most-favored-nation treat- 
ment even in substance to American goods. 

Unless it becomes evident that Rumania will consent to negotiate 
a treaty with full most-favored-nation treatment, it is the feeling 
of the Department that the best policy will be to attempt to maintain 
the present tnod/us vwendi as long as may be possible. 

EjEmoGo 


611.7131/66 

The Minister in, Rumcmia (CuV>ertson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 416 Buchabest, May 7^, J9S7. 

[Received May 31.] 

Sm: Referring to the Department’s telegram No. 19, May 9, 5 P. M., 
and to my despatch No. 397 of April 2, 1927, 1 have the honor to report 
that for the time being the exchange of notes, providing for mutual, 
unconditional, most-favored nation treatment between Rumania and 
the United States (Treaty Series No. 733) , remains in force and there 
appears to be no immediate probability tW this modus vivendi will 
be discontinued by the Rumanian Government. I agree fully with 
the Department’s position in the above mentioned telegram, and it was 
not my intention even to imply in my despatch No. 397 that I favored 
the negotiation of a treaty with Rumania on any principle other than 
the principle of general, unconditional, most-favored nation treatment. 

In Rumanian Government circles there appears to be no longer any 
agreement concerning the basis of their commercial treaty policy. 
Difficulties are being experienced in reaching an agreement with Italy, 
and if the statement [s] of officials are to be accepted, the Ministry for 
F oreign Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce do not favor the aban- 
doning of the general, most-favored nation clause in commercial 
treaties. 
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The fact that the Department has reaflSirmed its position in a tele- 
gram to me is of the greatest service in maintaining my position with 
the Eumanian Government in the matter of the negotiation of a com- 
mercial treaty. 

I have [etc.] W . S. Cotbertson 

611.7131/69 

The Minister in Rvmania {Oulbertson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 555 Bucharest, March 16, 19^. 

Sir: Eef erring to my despatch No. 416 of May 12, 1927, 1 have the 
honor to report that I have now been informally advised by the For- 
eign Office that copies of the commercial treaty between the United 
States and Germany in the English, German and French languages 
have now been given to each member in that department of the Ruma- 
nian Foreign Office which makes preliminary studies of all proposed 
treaties. I was further informed that as soon as this treaty has been 
properly studied, a delegation will confer with me regarding the 
possibility of drawing up a treaty of commerce between the United 
States and Rumania. It is gratifying to know that at least the first 
step in this important negotiation has taken place. 

I have [etc.] W. S. Cuubertson 

ATTITUDE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TOWARD PROTESTS BY 

JEWISH GROUPS REGARDING TREATMENT OF JEWS IN RUMANIA 

871.4016/107 : Telegram 

The Minister in Rumania {Oulbertson) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplarase] 

Bucharest, January 10, 19^— ^ p. m, 

[Received J anuary 10 — 3 : 40 p. m.] 

1, My attention has been directed by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs to resolutions of protest adopted by Jewish meetings in New 
York on January 2 against anti-Semitic disorders in Rumania.® He 

• The resolution referred to was adopted at a meeting held under the auspices 
of the American Jewish Congress. A copy of the resolution, forwarded to the 
Secretary of State in a letter from Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, Jan. 12, 1927 (not 
printed), reads in part as follows (file No. 871.4016/110) : 

‘*We urge our State Department to take such action compatible with diplo- 
matic dignity as win impress upon the Rumanian Government the. desires of 
the American people for the just and humane treatment of all minority groups 
in Rumania, whether of Jewish or of Christian faith, and for the preservation 
of such a spirit of tolerance and conciliation as will promote friendly relations 
between Rumania and aU enlightened peoples. 

“Be it further resolved, that the officers of the American Jewish Congress and 
cooperating organizations, are authorized and directed to take such action as 
they deem proper to bring the facts relating to the situation and the sufferings 
of the minority peoples of Rumania clearly to the attention of the world at 
large and to those of official circles having at heart a better understanding of 
and the desire for promotion of good win between all the peoples of the earth.” 
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has requested me to inform the Department by cable of my observa- 
tions on the subject during the time I have been here. As far as I 
have been able to discover there have never been pogroms in Eumania 
or events that could be described as remotely resembling such. Jews 
are subjected to social ostracism, but engage actively in many im- 
portant business enterprises. Jewish students have encountered diffi- 
culties and isolated cases have occurred in which Jews have been 
attacked by students and rowdies to furnish amusement. Generally 
speaking, however, they are not molested and certainly there exists 
no organized persecution of Jews. A despatch on the subject follows.^ 

CXJUBEKTSON 


871.4016/116 : Telegram 

The Seeretary of State to the Minister in Bwnumia {CvTbertson) 

Washington, Jtmumy 13 19^7 — 5 f. m. 

2. For your information only. This morning a delegation, headed 
by Babbi Wise and representing the American Jewish Congress and 
other national Jewish organizations, protested to the Secretary against 
alleged oppression of Jews in Bumania and asked that this Govern- 
ment intercede with Bumanian Government. 

That part of the press account of the interview which refers to the 
Secretary’s reply to the delegation and which was textually approved 
by the Department, is as follows ; 

“The Secretary gave a lengthy and sympathetic hearing to the 
Delegation and was deeply impressed with the gravity of the allega- 
tions submitted. He promised to reply to the Delegation after mak- 
ing a careful study or the considerations set forth. He added that 
of course he had every sympathy with the ideals of religious liberty 
and of racial and cultural equality.” 

Ekixoao 


871.4016/129 

M&mormdmm "by the Chief of the Division of Near Eastern A.ffairs 
{Shaw) of a Oomersation Between the Secretary of State, Babbi 
Stephen S. Wise, and Judge Milton Strasbwrger 

[Washington,] February 12, 1927. 
The Secretary stated that he had given the most careful study to 
the Solution of the American Jewish Congress presented to Viim by 
Babbi Wise and his delegation on January 13. He added that he had 
also considered all the applicable precedents from the earliest period 
of oim h^ry down to the present. The Secretary pointed out to 
Babbi Wise that formal representations addressed by us to a foreign 
governmen t concerning the internal affairs of that foreign govern- 


" Not printed. 
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ment were entirely inadmissible and would doubtless do more harm 
than good in any event. The Secretary stressed the fact that inter- 
national practice in such matters was perfectly clear. We could not 
send a note to Rumania regarding the treatment of the Jews in that 
country. 

The Secretary then went on to point out that, international doctrine 
and practice being as he had explained, if he were to make a formal 
reply to the Resolution of the Jewish Congress this reply would neces- 
sarily have to refer in unqualified terms to our inability to make 
formal representations to Rumania. The Secretary inquired whether 
such a reply would serve the interests which Rabbi Wise and his 
colleagues had at heart. Rabbi Wise replied with an unequivocal 
‘‘no”. The Secretary then pointed out that he had not the slightest 
desire to question the propriety of the Resolution, and he would go 
even further. He would be prepared to call in the Rumanian Min- 
ister and tell him of the state of public opinion in America concern- 
ing the treatment of Jews in Rumania and also of the expression 
which that public opinion had recently received. The American Min- 
ister at Bucharest would of course be informed of this move. Rabbi 
Wise at first seemed inclined to think that this procedure did not 
go far enough. The Secretary then explained in detail exactly what 
he had done in the face of the requests of the Catholics in this country 
that we make representations to Mexico on the religious situation 
in that country. He said that he had had numerous interviews with 
Catholic prelates and had pointed out to them that we could not make 
formal representations on such a subject to the Mexican Government. 
He had inquired whether they desired him, in reply to their written 
protests, to state this fact. After a series of conferences, the Secre- 
tary said, the Catholics had come around to see that it was not in the 
interest of their cause to press for formal representations. The Secre- 
tary explained that he had called in the Mexican Ambassador and 
showed him the petitions and communications which had been re- 
ceived by the Department concerning the religious situation in Mexico 
and he had explained the significance of these expressions of American 
public opinion.^^ Rabbi Wise asked whether it would not be pos- 
sible for the Department to make some sort of reply to the Resolution. 
The Secretary made it perfectly clear that if any reply were to be 
sent it would necessarily have to contain an unequivocal statement 
as to our inability to make formal representations to Rumania. 

At the conclusion of the interview it was understood that the Secre- 
tary would call in the Rumanian Minister and show him the Resolu- 
tion of the Jewish Congress and explain its significance. The ques- 
tion of the Department making a written reply to the Resolution was 

“See instruction No. 995, Aug. 25, 1926, to the Charg(5 in Mexico, Foreign 
Relations, 1926, vol. n, p. 705. 
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adjourned and meanwhile it was clearly understood that Babbi Wise 
and his colleagues would make no public statement as to the course 
of action which it was proposed to take. 

G. Howland Shaw 

871.401C/122 

Memorand/im, of a Conmersation Between the Secretary of State, the 
Bvmanian Minister (jOretsiano), a/nd the Chief of the Di/uision of 
Near Eastern, Affairs {Shaw) 

[Washington,] February 17, 1927. 
The Secretary e3j)lained to the Minister that he had wanted to speak 
with him concerning the attitude of American public opinion towards 
the Jewish question in Eumania. He made it perfectly dear that he 
was not making official representations either to the Eumanian Govern- 
ment or to Mjt. Cretziano. He said it would be obviously inappropriate 
for him to make such representations on a matter which concerned the 
domestic administration and politics of Eumania. The Secretary 
added, however, that he had desired quite informally and in the friend- 
liest spirit, to call the Minister’s attention to the existence of a certain 
opinion in this country concerning the treatment of Jews in Eumania 
and to show him the expressions of that opinion which the Department 
had recently received. The Minister said that reports concerning 
Eumanian Jews had been greatly exaggerated in this country. The 
Secretary replied that he was not passing judgment as to the facts of 
the situation but was simply calling the Minister’s attention to Ameri- 
can public opinion. The Minister suggested that Mr. Culbertson was 
in a position to contradict the exaggerated stories which were being 
circulated regarding the treatment of Jews in Eumania. The Secre- 
tary intimated that it was not the function of our Minister at Bucharest 
to investigate into the manner in which the Emnanian Government 
dealt with its own subjects. He said that for Mr. Culbertson to under- 
take such an investigation might properly be looked upon with disfavor 
by the Eumanian Government. He explained to the Minister the atti- 
tude which this Government had taken towards the request of American 
Catholics for representations to the Mexican Government on the treat- 
ment accorded to Mexican Catholics. The Secretary concluded his 
remarks by asking the Minister to let Mr. Shaw diow him the various 
communications concerning the Jewish question in Eumania which 
the Department has been receiving for the past 
Afr. Shaw showed the Minister a number of the above mentioned 
co^unications, calling particular attention to the letter of Eabbi 
Wise transmitting the protest passed at the American Jewish Con- 
gress “ and to the letters received from Senators and Congressmen. 

G. Howland Shaw 


“ See footnote d, p. 637. 
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AMENDS BY THE RUMANIAN GOVERNMENT FOR INJURIES TO AN 
AMERICAN CITIZEN RESULTING FROM RIOTS AT ORADEA-MARE 

371.1113Eeller, W. N. : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Minister m Rvjmama {Gxilbert^on) 

Washington, Deoerhher 10, 1027--6 p. m. 
41. Netw York Times despatch from Budapest dated yesterday 
states that Gottfried [TT. W] Keller, an American citizen, was badly 
wounded by rioting Rumanian students engaged in anti-Semitic and 
anti-Magyar disturbances at Oradea-Mare. Keller said now to be 
in a hospital at Oradea-Mare. Please investigate and report briefly 
by telegraph. 

KnAiOOG 


871.4016/146 

The Minister in Rumania {Oidhertson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 608 Bucharest, December 10, 1927. 

[Received December 29.] 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on December 5th and 6th seri- 
ous anti-Semitic riots took place at Oradea Mare and Cluj during a 
national convention of the university students of Rumania. News- 
papers endeavoring to print the early details of the riots were at once 
confiscated by the government, but subsequent reports indicate that 
in Oradea Mare store windows were broken, shops looted and pedes- 
trians injured. In Cluj, six Jewish synagogues were broken into and 
completely wrecked and those dwelling places known to be occupied 
by rabbis and other people of the Jewish race were likewise devastated. 

There is enclosed a memorandum prepared by Mr, Patterson, Mr. 
Killeen and Mr. Goodman of the Legation giving such details as have 
been obtained from eye witnesses and from reliable newspapers con- 
cerning the damage done and stating the position of the government 
and the opposition.^® 

Yesterday Mr. Palmer, the Consul-General in Charge, brought to 
my attention what appears to be an important and unfortunate inci- 
dent due to the rioting. Mr. W. N. Keller, a native-born American 
citizen, who is registered with the Consulate in Bucharest as such, 
was attacked, according to the letter received from Mrs. Keller, on 
the main street of Oradea Mare and severely injured. Mrs. Keller 
at once telegraphed to the Consulate, but fearing that the message 
might not be delivered, wrote a letter which was brought to Bucharest 
by hand. The telegram has not as yet been delivered, but immediately 


” Not printed. 
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upon being informed of the contents of this letter and having the 
assurance of Mr. Palmer that Mr. Keller is an American citizen, I 
addressed a note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs requesting pun- 
ishment for the crime and the payment of proper compensation to 
Mr. Keller. I enclose a copy of this note for the information of the 
Department. 

In response to my note, Mr. Titulesco, Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs, a^ed me to see him this afternoon at 3 o’clock. He was 
greatly agitated over the anti- Jewish riots at Oradea Mare and Cluj 
and expressed his sincere regret that an American citizen had been 
injured. He stated that a representative of the Department of Jus- 
tice would leave tonight for Oradea Mare to make a personal investi- 
gation of the Keller case and that next week he would have a report 
which he would bring to my attention. In the meanwhile vigorous 
measures are being taken to punish those who are guilty. He stated 
most emphatically that if the investigation disclosed a situation such 
as that indicated in my note, his government would pay immediately. 
I stressed the fact that I had had difficulties in the past in obtaining 
prompt replies from his government in similar cases and I spoke in 
particular of the Pinkowitz-Goldberg case. In this connection, I 
added, that unless there was a response from the Keller case next 
week, I would feel it my official duty to go personally to Oradea 
Mare and make an inquiry into the matter. I told him that I had 
little faith in reports made by local officials and I was gratified 
that he was sending a special investigator from Bucharest. 

I have [etc.] W. S. Culbertson 


[Enclosure] 

The Armriom Minister {GvTbertson') to the Rumanian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs {Titulesco) 

N^o. 100 Bucharest, December 9, 1^7. 

Mr. Minister: I have the honor to bring to Tour Excellency’s 
attention statements made to me concerning the maltreatment of an 
American citizen at Oradea Mare, which, if proven by investigation 
to be true, calls for prompt action by the Eumanian Government. 

A letter received today from Mrs. W. N. Keller, Blvd. Eegele 
Ferdinand, 32, Oradea Mare, states that on December 7, her husband 
whole walking on the main street of that city was attacked without 
cause and seriously injured by members of the Eumanian Students’ 
Congress. She states that this information was sent in a telegram, 
dated December 8, and addressed to the American Consulate, 
Bucharest, but I find upon inquiry that this telegram has not been 
delivered. 
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Mr. Keller was formerly with the Near East Relief. He was born 
at Linden Hall, Pa. and is registered at the American Consulate 
in Bucharest as an American citizen. He is now engaged in business 
at Oradea Mare. 

I am i mm ediately bringing this case to the attention of Your Govern- 
ment. I feel that you will wish to investigate it promptly. The 
non-delivery of the telegram in a case of this character requires in 
itself energetic investigation and, in addition, I am sure that, if you 
find it to be true that an American citizen has been maltreated by 
Rumanian students. Your Government will not delay the punishment 
for the crime and the proper compensation to Mr. Keller. 

I avail myself [etc.] [File copy not signed] 

371.1113Keller, W. N. : Telegram 

The Minister m Rumania {Culbertson) to the Secretary of State 

BucasABEST, December 11, 1927 — 1 p. m. 

[Keceived 10 : 47 p. m.] 

66. Department’s December 10, 6 p. m. The report concerning 
W. N. Keller, an American citizen registered at the Consulate, ap- 
parently true. I made a vigorous protest last Friday and the Bu- 
manian Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday expressed regret and 
has assured satisfaction following a special investigation being made 
by a representative of Department of Agriculture [Justic^ who left 
here yesterday. Despatch on the situation left today in the poudi.^^ 

Ctobebtson 


371.1H3Kener, W. N. : Telegram 

The Minister in Rwnumia {Culbertson) to the Secretary of State 

BncHABEST, December H, 1927 — 11 a. m. 

[Eeceived 1 : 30 p. m.] 

58. Department’s telegram No. 42, December 13, 6 p. m.^' Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs has withdrawn objection to giving publicity 
to the fact that the Rumanian Government wiU compensate Keller. 
Case is settled except determination amount of claim. 

CtHJJEBTSOlT 


371.1113KeUer, W. N./l 

The Minister in Rumania {CvXbertson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 611 BtroHAEEsr, December 20, 1927. 

[Eeceived January 7, 1928.] 

Sir : Referring to my last telegram No. 58, 11 A. M., of December 
14, 1927, I have the honor to report further concerning Mr. W. N. 

“ Bespatcb No. 508, dated Dee. 10, 1027, supra. 

“Not printed. 
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Keller, American citizen, who was injured at Oradea Mare on 
December 6. 

The chronological progress of this case is as follows : 

1) On December 9, I was informed by Mr. Palmer, American 
Consul General at Bucharest, that he had received a letter from Mrs. 
W. N. Keller stating that her husband had been severely injured by 
Rumanian students at Oradea Mare ; that she had reported this fact 
by telegram, but fearing that it might not be delivered had written 
a letter. Mr. Palmer also inf orm^ me that this telegi^ had not been 
received. I immediately drafted a note to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, a copy of which was transmitted to the Department with my 
despatch ITo. 508 of December 10, 1927. The note was delivered on 
the evening of December 9 to Prince Ghica, the Under-Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, who sent it immediately to Mr. Titulesco, 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who was confined to his home by 
illness. 

2) The next day, December 10, Mr. Titulesco requested me to come 
to see “hiTn at his home. He expressed the regret of his government 
that an American citizen had been injured and stated that a special 
inspector of the Department of Justice would leave that evening 
for Oradea Mare to investigate the case. I gave Mr. Titulesco to 
understand that unless I received a satisfactory response during the 
followiag week, I would feel it my official duty to go personally to 
Oradea Mare for the purpose of informing myself concerning the 
case. . . . 

My intention was to go to Oradea Mare only as an extreme measure 
in case the Rumanian Government adopted the policy of procrasti- 
nation, which it has pursued in other cases. I realized that, especially 
in view of the excited state of opinion in Bucharest, my trip to the 
scene of the riots would be in the nature of a demonstration. For- 
tunately, Mi*. Titulesco understood. Even the intimation that I 
might find it necessary to go to Oradea Mare became the subject of 
current gossip in Bucharest and had, I believe, a salutary effect 
on a guilty government. 

4) This happened on Saturday. Sunday intervened and on Mon- 
day, December 12, Mr. Titulesco telephoned me personally in the 
morning and asked me to come to see him at four o’clock that after- 
noon. I saw him in his sick room. There was also present the 
special representative of the Department of Justice who had made 
the investigation at Oradea Mare. Mr. Titulesco read to me the 
special report, which is transmitted herewith as enclosure No. 1.^® 
It states, among other things, that Mr. Keller was warned to stay 
away from the students and charges him with indiscretion which 


“Not printed. 
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lead the students to maltreat him. At the same time I read to Mr. 
Titulesco a letter which Mr. Palmer had received on the same day 
from Mrs. W. N. Keller and which is transmitted herewith as en- 
closure No. 2.^® At the end of the discussion, Mr. Titulesco stated 
that his government would compensate Mr. Keller for the injuries 
which he had suffered and requested me that no publicity be given 
to the settlement of this claim. I immediately expressed doubt as 
to whether information concerning the settlement of the case could 
be withheld from the public. 

5) At the same interview Mr. Titulesco read me a copy of a report 
which he had just received from the Director General of the Post, 
Telegraph and Telephones, explaining the non-delivery of the tele- 
gram sent by Mrs. Keller on December 7 to the American Consulate 
in Bucharest. A copy of this report is transmitted herewith as 
enclosure No. 3 (see also enclosure No. 4 for the receiptsi of tele- 
grams sent by Mrs. Keller Mr. Titulesco fully realized the seri- 
ousness of my representations concerning the non-delivery of the 
telegram and the promptness of his investigation, and the nature 
of the action taken would seem to assure unusual care in the future 
with reference to the delivery of telegrams addressed to American 
officials in Rumania. 

6) On December 13, I advised Mr. Titulesco that publicity con- 
cerning the settlement of the Keller claim could not be avoided. I told 
him that I had withheld from American journalists for two days the 
information because I realized the misuse which might be made of it 
in the delicate situation which existed at the time. I told him that 
the story reached American journalists in Bucharest by way of Buda- 
pest through queries from their head offices. I stated, however, that 
the story had developed to a point where the American public was 
demanding information concerning it and that the quickest way to 
avoid further publicity was a frank announcement that the case would 
be settled satisfactorily to the American citizen affected. Mr. Titu- 
lesco later telephoned his approval of publicity. 

My position vis-£b-vis the American journalists in Bucharest was 
somewhat difficult. They were irritated that I had not given them 
the story at once. However, I told them that I was here not to make 
news but to settle cases and that in view of the excited condition of 
local opinion and the eagerness of local politicians to use everything 
for their own advantage, I felt that I should act with extreme care 
and give the Rumanian Government no cause for charging me with 
unnecessarily exaggerating the seriousness of the case. As a matter 
of fact, my withholding publicity at the beginning placed me in an 
extremely strong position with Mr. Titulesco in the later stages of 
the negotiation. 


printed. 
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7) On December 15, Mr. Titulesco again asked me to come to see 
him and submitted to me the telegraphic report of his special investi- 
gator as to the damages suffered by Mr. Eieller. The telegram stated 
that no damage had beaa done to the Sonnefeld print shop, but that 
the damage done to the newspaper Minoritar N agyvvarad amounts to 
774,300 lei, of which Mr. Keller is entitled to 10%, since this is his 
share of stock in the newspaper. The telegram added that Mr. Keller 
is still confined to his bed and is as yet not able to give an accurate 
estimate of the cost of his expenses for medical assistance etc. The 
special investigator, however, estimates these costs at 30,000 lei, and 
states that Mr. Keller desires to leave to the decision of the American 
Legation the amount in addition which he should receive for the 
injuries suffered. 

Mr. Titulesco said that the newspaper, Minoritar Nagywarad^ had 
been guilty of very violent attacks on the Rumanian Government 
and people. 

8) On December 17, Mr. Palmer received from Mr. Keller a more 
detailed statement (enclosure I7o. 6) and also a letter giving further 
information (enclosure Ko. 6).^® It will be noted that Mr. Keller 
admits in this statement that he went among the students for the 
purpose of protesting against their Vandalism and that the prefect 
of police endeavored to dissuade him from taking further action. . . . 
Nevertheless, I have taken the position that if Mr. Keller was breaking 
the law, it was the duty of the local authorities to restrain him, and 
if not, it was their duty to give him protection. 

There remains in this case only the question of the determination 
of the amount of the damages. Up to the present time Mr. Keller, 
although requested to do so, has submitted no estimate. In fact, he 
is stiU confined to his bed from his injuries. It appears, however, 
that his injuries are not of a permanent character and the claim will 
therefore not be large. 

Mrs. Keller brought the fact that her husband had been injured 
in the first instance to the attention of Mr. Palmer who has continued 
to conduct the correspondence. I have conferred with him at every 
stage of the case and both he and Mr. Patterson have been extremely 
helpful with their assistance and coimsel. 

I have [etc.] ‘W’. S. Culbertson 


“Not printed. 
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371.1113KeUer,W.N./7 

TTve Minister i/n Rumania (OuTbertson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 543 'BiTSQ'BMsws^ February 18^1^8. 

[il^ceived March 6, 1928.] 

Sm: Referring to the Department’s telegram No. 6 of January 21, 6 
p. m.,^® I have the honor to report that I received today a letter, dated 
Budapest, February 13, 1928, from Mr. Laurance Lyon, attorney for 
Mr. W. N. Keller, stating that the claim of the latter against the 
Rumanian Government has been settled for $2500. Mr. Lyon further 
states that Mr. Keller has given to the press the following statement ; 

“Mr. W. N. Keller, of Oradea Mare states that the Roumanian Gov- 
ernment has made a satisfactory settlement of his claiTn on account of 
injuries received during the disorders at Oradea Mare, last December. 
Mr. Keller says, he realizes that he was not the object of any racial or 
religious demonstration, but that the whole incident simply arose from 
the fact that several thousand high-spirited students happened to be 
gathered to one place.” 

I have [etc.] W. S. Cxtlbertson 

"Not printed. 



EUSSIA 

GOOD OFFICES OF THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT IN BEHALF OP 
CERTAIN AMERICAN CITIZENS IMPRISONED IN RUSSIA 

361.1121 Kudrasheff, Alexander 

The Secretary of State to the Charye in Norwoey {Gade) 

No. 298 Washington, August %6, 1926. 

Sir: There are enclosed, for your information, three memoranda^ 
summarizing the data in the Department’s possession with respect to 
three American nationals who have been imprisoned by the Soviet 
authorities— Alexander Kudrasheff, Julius Chevalier, and Aaron 
Kopman. 

You will observe that all of these individuals are reported to be in 
most straitened circumstances. Mr. Kudrasheff, according to most 
recent information, is detained {deyendentfl for his subsistence upon 
the charity of the pastor of a local German church, while Mr. Chevalier 
is confined, and probably Mr. Kopman also, under conditions of ex- 
treme hardship in a prison camp in the White Sea. 

With respect to the cause of the arrest and imprisonment of the 
individuals in question, it will be noted that Mr. Kudrasheff was ar- 
rested in Tiflis by the Cheka, on the charge of economic espionage, 
and confined there without trial; that Mr. Chevalier was arrested and 
imprisoned in Tiflis on the charge of smuggling letters out of Eussia 
and subsequently transferred, apparently without trial, to serve a three 
years’ imprisonment in a prison camp in the White Sea; and that Mr. 
Kopman was arrested by the G. P. U., apparently on the charge of vio- 
lating the Soviet monopoly of foreign trade, and sentenced without 
trial to three years’ imprisonment on Solovetsky Island. 

You are requested to bring informally to the attention of the 
ITorwegian Foreign Office the plight of these three American citi- 
zens and express the hope that the Norwegian Government may be 
willing to use its good offices in their behalf. You may AMm it 
advisable to point out that the Soviets have probably not been 
apprised of the painful impression which has been created by the 
harsh treatment accorded to these American citizens, especially in 
view of the protection of person and property enjoyed by Soviet 
citizens visiting the United States. The experience of the above- 

‘Not printed. 
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mentioned American citizens would appear to indicate the continued 
absence in Eussia under the Soviet regime of a system of law and 
administration conforming to the standards of justice accepted by 
civilized countries. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

Joseph C. Gbbw 


361.1121 Kudrasheff, Alexander 

The Minister in Norway {Swenson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 903 Oslo, November 1926. 

[Eeceived December 21.] 

Sik: I have the honor to report that in compliance with the 
Department’s instruction No. 298 of August 26, 1926, the case of 
Kudrasheff, Chevalier, and Eopmaii was taken up with the Nor- 
wegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which promised to use its good 
offices with a view to securing the release of the three Americans im- 
prisoned in Soviet Eussia. 

The Legation is now in receipt of the enclosed note, dated the 
eighteenth instant, from the Norwegian Foreign OflS,ce, in which 
is transmitted a self-explanatory excerpt from the report of the 
Norwegian Minister at Moscow to his government in this matter. 

I have [etc.] Latjbits S. Swenson 


[Enclosure — ^Translation] 

The Norwegian Under Secretcary of Foreign Affairs {Esmarch) to 
the American Minister {Swenson) 

Oslo, November 18, 1926. 

Mh. Minister: I have the honor to advise you that the Foreign 
Office upon receipt of your memorandum of the thirteenth ultimo 
regarding the three American citizens, Kudrasheff, Chevalier, and 
Kopman, imprisoned in Soviet Eussia, authorized the legation in 
Moscow to make representations in the matter to the Soviet authori- 
ties with a view to securing the three gentlemen’s freedom or at 
least to have accorded to them such privileges as might be granted. 

In this connection I have the honor to forward herewith a tran- 
script of a note dated the eighth instant from the above-mentioned 
legation, together with the enclosure referred to therein.* 

It is requested that the Legation’s note be regarded as confidential. 
Upon the receipt of additional information in the case I shall 
immediately advise you. 


* Enclosure not printed. 
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Kemaining as always gladly at your service in tMs matter, I 

beg [etc.] ^ 

Aug. Esmabch 


[ Subenclosure — Translation ] 

Excerpt From, Eeport of Norwegian, Mirdster in Russia to the 
Norwegian Foreign Office 

Moscow, November 8, 1926. 

To THE Eotal Norwegian Foreign Oefice: On the third instant 1 
had a conference with Litvinofl in which I brought up this case. . . . 
I delivered the documents to Litvinoff, stating that the American 
Minister at Oslo had addressed himself to me in the matter and that 
I felt I should acquaint Litvinoff with the case even though I could 
not act officially in it. I chose this form because I feared that if I 
made representations on behalf of the Norwegian Government, I 
would simply meet with a blank refusal. 

Litvinoff replied that he could not receive any official representa- 
tion from me in such a matter. But the Soviet Government did not 
wish American citizens to be treated with injustice, so he would 
gladly look into the case. He thereupon perused the papers I had 
brought and remarked that two of the persons concerned, namely 
Kudrasheff and Kopman, were bom in Eussia. Even if they had later 
become naturalized American citizens, they would be regarded and 
treated as Eussian citizens as soon as they returned to Eussia. When 
a person in their position sought a visa to enter Eussia, he was obliged, 
if he intended to return for good, to sign a declaration to the effect 
that he should be regarded as a Eussian citizen from the moment he 
set foot on Eussian territory. If he sought a visa for a shorter so- 
journ in Eussia he was advised that as long as he remained in Eussia 
he would be regarded as a Eussian citizen. These regulations were 
not new. The same had applied in Eussia before the revolution. 

There was nothing to be done for two of the persons in question, 
but he kept the documents for all three and promised to investigate 
the case. 

At a later date I shall again address myself to Litvinoff in order 
to hear whether he can give me any information. I enquired whether 
lliere was any way, as for example through the political red cross, 
that help could be sent to the arrested men, but he advised me not 
to take any steps in this direction.® 

I enclose a copy of the excerpt which I delivered to Litvinoff.* 

As regards Chevalier, I believe that the representation made may 
lead to his release. The prospect for the others is very poor, but 

‘The Department of State sent $50 to Alexander Kudrasheff through the 
German Foreign Office and German consul general at T fflig 
Not printed. 
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results are by no means hopeless for them. I can do nothing more 
for the present, but the question of getting some help sent to them 
can in any case be taken up again, if the American Government 
wishes me to make a new effort. I think it unlikely that they would 
refuse to receive packages containing clothing and food, which one 
wished to send them. 

Prisoners in Russia as a rule are allowed to receive such parcels. 

[File copy not signed] 


361.1121 KudrashefE, Alexander 

The Mimster m Norway {Swenson) to the Secretary of State 

No. 918 Oslo, December 27, 1926. 

[Received January 24, 1927.] 

Sir: Referring to the Department’s instruction No. 298 of August 
26, 1926, and to my despatch No. 903 dated November 22, 1926, with 
regard to the American citizens Kudrasheff, Chevalier, and Kopman, 
imprisoned in Soviet Russia, I have the honor to report that I am in 
receipt of the following note from the Norwegian Foreign Office in 
this matter : 

TRANSLATION' 


Royal Foreim Office Oslo, December 22, 1926. 

The Undersecretary. 

Mr. Minister : 

With reference to my note of the eighteenth ultimo regarding the 
three American citizens Kudrasheff, Chevalier, and Kopman, who 
are imprisoned in Soviet Russia, I have the honor to ad'vise that the 
Legation in Moscow has privately ascertained that Julius Chevalier 
has been released and has either already left Soviet Russian territory 
or will leave in the very near future. An attempt was made to send 
him out via Latvia, but the Lettish border authorities placed difficul- 
ties in the way of this, and therefore it was necessary to send hiin 
another way without the Legation hearing by which route. But the 
case of the man in question is presumably in order. 

As for the other two, Kudrasheff and Kopman, it appeared certain 
that they were Russian subjects, so no information regarding them 
could be given to the Legation in Moscow. 

Accept, Mr. Minister, the assurance of my distinguished consid- 
eration. 

(signed) Aug. Esmarch 

An appropriate expression of thanks for the interest shown and 
assistance rendered in this case by the Norwegian Government has been 
made to the Foreign Office. 

I have [etc.] Laurits S. Swenson 
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361,1121 Kadrashefl, Alexander 

The MinisteT in NoTway (^Swenson) to the Secretofny of St<tte 

No. 961 OsiiO, March 10^ 1927. 

[Eeceived March 25.] 

Sir : Reference is made to the Department’s instruction No. 298, of 
August 26, 1926, and to my despatches Nos. 903 and 918 of November 
22, 1926 and December 27, 1926, respectively, with regard to the Amer- 
ican citizens Kudrasheff,® Chevalier, and Kopman, who have been 
imprisoned in Soviet Russia. 

In a note dated the fifth instant the Norwegian Foreign Office 
informs this Mission that the Norwegian Minister at Moscow advises 
as follows : 

have ascertained that Aaron Kopman has now also been freed 
and has gone to Riga. He was kept for a time in a prison camp in 
North Russia. On November 19th he was transferred to Moscow 
where he was detained in various prisons until on February eighth 
an agent of the G. P. U. delivered him to the Latvian authorities.” 

I have [etc.] Laurits S. Swenson 

STATEMENT BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE OF THE CONDITIONS 
UNDER WHICH RUSSUN PURCHASES IN THE UNITED STATES MAY 
BE FINANCED 

861.51 Am 3/- 

The Vice President of the American Locomotim Scdes Corporation 
{Chaafies M. Mwhnic) to the Under Secretary of State {Olds) 

New York, October 17^ 1927 • 

[Received October 19.] 

My Dear Mr. Seormtart: In compliance with your suggestion I 
take pleasure in confirming in writing the salient points discussed 
with you in Washington on October 14th, 

1. The State Railways of the XT. S. S. R. are desirous of purchas- 
ing locomotives, cars and other railway equipment on the oasis of 
serial payments extending over a period of five years or over. 

2. The railway administration is prepared to offer reasonable guar- 
antees for the fulfillment of the contractual obligations. 

3. The present severe depression in the railway equipment industry 
makes it extremely desirable — if not imperative — ^to secure foreign 
orders so as to prevent a complete shutdown of such highly specialized 
plants. 

4. The length of cre(Rt asked for may necessitate the manufacturers 
inviting the cooperation of one or more banks in financing such 
orders on a large scale. 

*Iii a despatch dated Feb. 28, 1928 (not printed), the American consul general 
at Berlin reported that he had been informed that Kudrashefl had died, on Jan. 
31, 1927, of typhoid fever. (FUe No. 361.1121 Kudrashefle, Alexander/l.) 
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5. The banks may find it desirable to sell securities to the public, which 
would be secured by notes or other evidences of indebtedness received 
by the manufacturers for the materials sold to the railways of the 
U. S. S. R. and further secured by the manufacturers who furnished 
such equipment, so that the ultimate risk is to be borne by the manu- 
facturers to the value of their orders or jointly with the bankers. 

6. Such financing of purchases by the railways of the U. S. S. E. 
could not, therefore, be construed as a monetary loan to that country. 


These in substance are the principal points I brought to your kind 
attention. I do not know whether it would be feasible to consum- 
mate such a transaction in the immediate future and on terms entirely 
satisfactory to our manufacturers, but if it were possible to do so, 
would the State Department look with favor upon contracts obtained 
on approximately the terms and conditions above outlined? 

The experience of our bankers and manufacturers in their deal- 
ings with the various purchasing agencies in oux country of the 
U. S. S. E. involving short term credits has been that these agencies 
have lived up scrupulously to terms of every agreement and 
transaction. 

From various sources of information we learn that German and 
until recently British manufacturers had -extended large credits to 
the U. S. S. R. and that the payments on such credits were made 
punctually when due. It is also frequently stated that German manu- 
facturers are planning to extend still larger credits, than heretofore, 
to that country which probably will be largely based on loans secured 
in this country, viz. : — such loans as were recently made to the Deutsche 
Bank and other German banks. American funds are, therefore, in- 
directly financing the TJ. S. S. E. purchases of such manufactures as 
that country requires. 

Russia presents a large potential market for American railway 
materials. If our manufacturers of such materials can secure a firm 
foothold in that country at present, if we can induce them to adopt 
and adapt our standards it will enhance our chances for securing our 
full share of the large purchases of railway equipment when that 
country has progressed further along the road of economic stability 
and development and established a government that would permit of 
our maintaining a political contact with it. 

Very cordially yours, 


Chas. M. Muohnio 


861.61 Am 8/1 

The Under Secretary of State to the Yice President of the 

American Looomotvoe Sales Cwforation {Charles M, Muchrm) 

Washington, Novemher ^5, 1927. 
Mt Dear Mr. Muchnio : I regret that I have not been in a posi- 
tion to reply more promptly to your letters of October 17 and No- 
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vember 15, 1927.® The delay, however, has been due to the desire of 
the Department to give the most careful consideration to the matter 
which you brought to my attention on October 14, and the salient 
points of which you set forth in your letter of October 17. 

It is hardly necessary, I believe, for me to say that the Department 
is fully aware of the potentialities of Eussia as a market for Ameri- 
can products and of the interest of American manufacturers in estab- 
lishing connections with that country, even under the present regime. 
Accordingly, while the Government of the United States has not 
granted recognition to the regime now functioning in Eussia, no re- 
strictions are imposed upon the carrying on of trade and commerce 
with that country or with the Soviet regime, and no objection has been 
raised to the financing of ordinary current commercial intercourse; 
it being understood, of course, that individuals and corporations 
availing themselves of the opportunity to engage in such trade do so 
upon their own responsibility and at their own risk. The Depart- 
ment has objected, however, to financial projects involving the flota- 
tion of loans in the American market, and to banking arrangements 
not incidental to the sale of American commodities to Eussia, that 
have amounted to proposals for making advances to the Soviet re- 
gime, which, as you know, has repudiated the obligations of Eussia 
to the United States and its citizens, and confiscated the property of 
American citizens in Eussia.^ 

With respect to the specific transaction in which you are interested, 
I may state that the Department would not desire to interpose any 
objection to American manufacturers of railway equipment granting 
long-term credit to the Soviet regime on purchases of locomotives, 
cars, and other railway materials, and that it would not look with 
disapproval upon banking arrangements incidental to the financing of 
contract^ concluded along such lines with the Soviet authorities. The 
Department, however, would not view with favor any financial 
arrangement which involved the sale of securities to the public.® 

Very truly yours, 

Egbert E. Olds 


® Latter not printed. 

^ See Foreign Relatione, 1926, vol, n, pp. 906 ff. 

® On the margin of this letter, opposite this final paragraph, is the following 
notation in ink by Robert P. Kelley, Chief of the Division of Eastern Euro- 
pean Affairs: “Drafted after discussion of this matter by Secretary with Mr. 
MeUon, Mr. Hoover and the President. BPK.” 
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REPBESENTATIONS TO THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT FOR FAIR COM- 
PENSATION TO AMERICAN INTERESTS FOR PROPERTY TAKEN BY 
THE SPANISH PETROLEUM MONOPOLY 

852.6363/31 : Telegram 

The Ambassador i/n Spain {Harnmond) to the Secretary of State 

Madrid, June 10^ 19^7 — 5 p, m. 
[Eeceived June 10 — ^2:18 p. m.] 

64. [Paraphrase.] I am informed from reliable sources that the 
Spanish Government plans an oil monopoly which may in the near 
future be put into effect suddenly by Royal decree. Details are not 
available but such a procedure would be in accord with the attitude 
of obstruction and opposition on the part of the Government toward 
all foreign business interests in Spain. [End paraphrase.] 

Does Department desire me to obtain confirmation or denial from 
Primo ? ^ This matter was referred to on page 5 of Embassy’s 
despatch number 357, May 16th.^ 

Hammoind 

852.6363/3T 

The Ambassador in Spain {Hammond) to the Secretary of State 

No. 409 Madrid, Jwne 1927, 

[Received July 11.] 

Sir : I have the honor to refer to the Embassy’s telegrams No. 64 
of June 10th, 6 p. m., and No. 61 of June 22nd, 12 noon,^ in reference 
to the probability of the establishment of a monopoly of petroleum 
products in Spain, and I am now transmitting herewith the Spanish 
original, and the Embassy’s translation thereof, of a Government 
communique given to the press and published in El Sol of June 23, 
1927,^ from which it would appear certain that a definite Decree is 
to be issued in the near future. 

The probability of an oil monopoly has been referred to in several 
of the Embassy’s weekly reports during the last two months. (See 

^Lt Gen. Don Miguel Prime de Rivera y Orbaneja, Marques de BsteUa, 
President of the Spanish Council of Ministers and Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs. 

* Not printed. 

® Latter not printed. 

* Not printed. 
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page 4, despatch N'o. 357 of May 16, 1927, and page 7 of despatch 
No. 393 of June 13, 1927.)® 

From the abovci, and from a number of other indications, it now 
seems that the economic policy of the Spanish Government tends 
toward a state of affairs which may well be called Spanish business 
entirely for Spaniards. This tendency has often been referred to 
in recent weekly reports, and day by day it seems to become stronger. 
The Eoyal Decree of several months ago which provided for the 
nationalization of the automobile industry, the recent Decree grant- 
ing greater facilities and advantages to foreign companies which 
might incorporate in Spain (and incidentally sell a majority of their 
shares to Spaniards), and the Decree about to be issued for the 
establishment of an oil monopoly referred to in the first paragraph 
of this despatch, all show the restrictive and hostile attitude of the 
existing Spanish Government to the investment of foreign capital 
in Spam i^ess it be placed in enterprises directed by Spaniards. 

A number of far-sighted business men deplore this policy as they 
believe that the economic development of Spain will be greatly hin- 
dered thereby, but they seem to be powerless when confronted by the 
plans of the Government clique which naturally sees great profit 
coming to its members through getting Spanish industry entirely 
under the control of a number of intriguing members of the Council 
of National Economy. 

Apparently General Primo de Rivera has been converted to the 
school of Spanish industry for Spaniards, and this is not surprising 
as Primo is primarily a soldier and from all indications has no back- 
ground of sound economic education or knowledge to enable him 
to formulate a constructive and practical policy for the Spanish 
economic ^stem. He is, therefore, guided by a number of far from 
disinterested advisers who hope to profit by the strangulation of 
foreign enterprise and who are clever enough to mask their real olmg 
by an appeal to the pride of the Spanish people, the latter being 
constantly told that the Government is patriotically struggling to rid 
Spain of the dominance of foreign capital. 

Naturally the Government is only too anxious to strengthen its hold 
on the country and its popularity in every way, and, when it is 
possible both to conciliate the majority of its supporters in the indus- 
trial and financial worlds and at the same time to make an appeal 
to the people which seems both plausible and reasonable, it is not 
difiScult to foresee that the existing policy will be maintained at least 
until a crisis is brought about and the inability of Spanish industry 
to provide the country with either cheap or large enough production 
is thus clearly brought out. 


' Neither printed. 
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A number of well qualified observers believe that the present Gov- 
ernment, if it carries its above referred to economic policy to a logical 
conclusion, will bring about a first-rate industrial and financial crisis 
in Spain, in the not very distant future. At the moment, however, 
the nationalization program holds the field, and it seems difficult if 
not impossible to secure a change of policy until actual results show 
that it is ineffective. 

In regard to the proposed oil monopoly, concerning which a Royal 
Decree is to be expected very shortly, it is not yet possible to obtain 
information as to the exact form which the monopoly will take. From 
the best information available, however, it appears not improbable that 
the Spanish Government will endeavor to find, and possibly has 
already found, some interest to y^hich the oil monopoly will be 
farmed out. At one moment the Embassy had reason to believe that 
the Shell Petroleum interests, working with Spanish capitalists, were 
endeavoring to come to terms and it would appear that the Shell 
Company is well able to do this because not only has it sufficient 
capital but it is already an owner of the majority of the stock of two 
Spanish companies which might well form the basis of the monopoly 
(Sociedad Petrolifera Espaiiola and Sociedad de Comercio Exterior), 
ihe Spanish press states that the Banco TJrquijo controls the two 
companies above mentioned, but the Embassy is informed that the 
actual holdings amount to some 62% by the Shell interests and the 
balance is divided among the powerful financial group represented 
by the TJrquijo Bank. Apparently the idea is that these companies 
might nominally be turned over to Spanish shareholders but that the 
Shell would at the same time secure a profitable contract to supply 
the crude material. There has been some rumor to the effect that 
the Spanish Porto Pi, an organization which is buying oil from 
Soviet Russia under contract and which is reported to be in bad 
financial condition, is to be included in the Spanish monopoly company 
which is to be formed. 

The Embassy has, however, just received somewhat contradictory 
information from Mr. Brewster, the resident director of the Standard 
Oil Company (New Jersey) in Madrid, who has this morning re- 
turned from Paris where he and several of the high officials of the 
Standard Oil Company had a conference with the Shell interests. 
Mr. Brewster informs the Embassy that tentative discussions have 
taken place in regard to the participation of both the Shell and the 
Standard Oil Company in the proposed petroleum monopoly but as 
yet nothing has been definitely arranged. Another conference is, 
however, to take place in London this afternoon and he believes that 
in the immediate future some decision will be reached. In this con- 
nection the Department is referred to the Embassy’s despatch No. 
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404 of June 21, 1927,® whidi sets fortti the difficulties of the Babel 
and Nervion Company, a subsidiary of the Standard Oil Company 
(New Jersey), having to do with an interpretation of the Spanish 
tariff which seems to discriminate unjustly against that company. 

Nothing has yet developed in regard to the method to be followed 
to buy out foreign and Spanish interests by the monopoly company, 
and so far the Government secret has been well kept. The prevail- 
ing idea is that, in view of the profitable nature of the proposed 
monopoly both from the point of view of the Government and its 
backers in the business world, a fair price will be paid for all inter- 
ests in order to stifie any possible outcry. 

In view of the magnitude of the American interests involved in 
the petroleum industry in Spain and the probable injury to their 
business as the result of an oil monopoly, I have today asked Gen- 
eral Primo de Eivera to give me an interview at his convenience, and 
I will discuss the matter with him in the light of the Department’s 
telegraphic instruction No. 48 of June 16th, 11 a. m.® The American 
interests which might be affected are, I believe, as follows : 

(1) The two Standard Oil Coi^any (New Jersey) subsidiaries, 
Babel & Nervion (refining), and Sociedad Espanola de Compras y 
Fletamentosj 

(2) The Vacuum Oil Company, which .does a business of some 

12.000. 000 pesetas a year but unlike the above two companies has no 
important vested interests in Spain other than its business good-will, 
which is considerable; 

(3) The Atlantic Eefining Company; — am as yet unable to find 
out just what this company’s investment amounts to but I under- 
stand it is important. 1 am informed that the total importation of 
petroleum and its products into Spain for 1926 amounted to over 

100.000. 000 pesetas and that more than half of the quantity imported 
came from American sources. 

As set forth briefly in Mr. White’s despatch No. 264 of January 20, 
1927,® there will probably be a deficit of some 60,000,000 pesetas in 
the actual budget for the present year, but no provision has been 
made for the so-called extraordinary budget for public works, etc., 
which amounts to some 300,000,000 pesetas yearly. In view of this 
state of affairs it is not surprising tliat the Government is looking 
for additional sources of revenue, and a monopoly of petroleum and 
allied substances would seem to be a heaven-sent opportunity for the 
Government to obtain money notwithstanding the tremendous 
amount of technical difficulty involved in the establislnnent of a 
monopoly. 

The Department will note from the enclosed statement® that the 
Government endeavors to propitiate public opinion by stating that 


Not printed. 



SPAIN 


659 


the proposed monopoly will both increase the public revenues and 
will at the same time reduce the price of the commodity to the con- 
sumer. Just how these two most desirable and apparently conflict- 
ing ends are to be reached is not as yet clear, but any criticism of 
the scheme has been eliminated by the censor and in public the Gov- 
ernment statement remains undisputed. One of the French directors 
of the Industrias Babel y Nervion, referred to above, informs the 
Embassy that from what he has heard the price of the petroleum 
products under the new monopoly will be substantially raised to the 
public, but he is also informed that the Government will announce 
that this rise in price will be only a temporary phase of the working 
of the monopoly, which will ultimately give the Spanish people the 
benefit of a great and economically run national organization. 

The Commercial Attache has been going into this matter at con- 
siderable length, and the results of his inquiries to date are embodied 
in an extremely confidential despatch which is being forwarded by 
him to the Department of Commerce today. Copies of this despatch 
are transmitted herewith,® from which the Department will note that 
although the Commercial Attache has seen the tentative draft of the 
proposed Decree he is unable to get from a hasty reading any very 
exact details. He does not know, moreover, whether this draft will be 
definitely accepted. He informs me, however, that the proposal is, 
roughly, to farm out the monopoly as set forth in the first part of this 
despatch, and apparently the Spanish Government desires to pit one 
interest against another in order to extract the best terms possible, it 
being well understood that the consumer will pay the bill. From all 
indications the Government does not intend to use the already over- 
burdened public credit in aid of its latest experiment in the field of 
high petroleum finance. 

Eeference to the restrictive policy of the Spanish Government in re- 
gard to foreign enterprises, which is well illustrated by the projected oil 
monopoly, has been made in several of my confidential letters to the 
Secretary of State, and notably in my last confidential despatch, No. 
406 of June 22, 192Y.® 

I have [etc.] Ogden H. Hammond 

852,6363/40 

RoycH Decree-Law No. IIJ^ of Jwne ^5, 19^7^ as Published in 
Nadonf^ June SO, im 

[Translation] 

Upon proposition of the Minister of Finance in accord with the 
Council of Ministers, 

® Not printed. 

" Transmitted to the Department by the Ambassador in his despatch No. 416, 
Julv 5. 1027 ! received Julv 18, 
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I decree as follows: 

Aeticle 1 — A Government Monopoly is established on importation, 
industrial handling of all kinds, storage, distribution and sale of min- 
eral liquid combustibles and the derivatives thereof as covered in Group 
3, Class 1, of the present customs tariff. Said Monopoly shall com- 
prise, in the manner to be determined in each case by the Government 
acting within its normal jurisdiction, the securing in the country of 
combustibles of the said mineral species, or production in the country, 
importation and sale of any other liquid combustibles of mineral or 
vegetable origin. 

The Monopoly shall have jurisdiction over the forty-seven provinces 
of the Peninsula and in the Balearic Islands. The Government may 
extend it to the Canaries and territories under its sovereignty in Horth 
Africa. 

Ahticle 2 — ^The Monopoly created by the present Decree-Law aTiaH 
be administered by the Company which, having the necessary require- 
ments as herein stated, shall have the service thereof assigned to it 
through public competitive bids to be hereafter made. 

Aeticxb 3 — The competition referred to in Article 2 shall be an- 
nounced in the Gaoeta within five days from the publication of this 
Decree-Law and shall be held two months thereafter, before a Board 
composed of the Directors General of the Seal, State Law Bureau, 
Customs and Public Taxes, also representatives of the Supreme Tri- 
bunal of the Public Treasury, the National Council of Combustibles, 
and the Ministries of War, Marine and Fomento; the Secretary being 
a Chief of the Treasury Administration designated by the Minister 
of the Treasury. 

In order to participate in the competition it will be indispensable 
to deposit in the Bank, at the disposition of the Board mentioned in 
this Article, the sum of 2,000,000 pesetas in State securities which 
shall be devoted in due course to the execution of the obligations 
arising from the adjudication. 

Aemclb 4r-The competition shall be based upon State participa- 
tion in the capital stock, the amount thereof to be assigned to the 
benefit of the Leasing Company, the rate of taxation, the capital of 
the organization, the period of time within which the industrial re- 
finery and the construction of tankers may be effected, the importance 
and security of the resources of the said leasing entity, the original 
price and quality of the products subject to the monopoly and such 
other circumstances as may relate to the efficacy and yield of the 
Monopoly, to the guaranty and solvency of the leasing entity and 
the best execution of the obligations that may be imposed thereon: 
it bemg also necessary to consider presentation to the State of a cer- 
tain sum, once only, a§ a commission for the adjudication of the 
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Monopoly equivalent to the minimum profits during one or several 
of the first years on the basis of prices below the maximum to be ex- 
pressly determined, and such others as may involve benefit to the 
State or to the consumer. 

All these conditions shEiU be freely and jointly considered prima- 
rily by the Advisory Board and, for settlement, by the Council of 
Ministers. 

Aeucue 5 — The Board before which the competition is to be held, 
once it is settled, shall report within 15 days in due form the adjudi- 
cation in reference. This having been done, and the plenary Council 
of State having taken cognizance thereof, the Government, by a 
Eoyal Decree prepared by the Council of Ministers, shall rp ak e ad- 
judication of the service, being empowered to reject aU the proposals 
if it is considered expedient for the public interest. 

There shall be no appeal against the decision of the Government. 

The Leasing Company shall be legally constituted, if such is not 
the case already, within fifteen days following notification of grant- 
ing the adjudication. 

AKTicnE 6 — ^The Monopoly Leasing Company, which shall have the 
status of a stock company, shall be Spanish as to capital and organi- 
zation. To this two-fold effect: 

(а) The general capital shall belong wholly to Spanish individuals 
or entities, to which end the stock shall be registered and inscribed 
in a special record book to be kept by the Company, and in which 
shall be stated the original adjudication or subscription, as also 
transfers subsequently made, which shall be without effect unless 
duly authorized by the Council of Administration. 

"(^en, through hereditary succession or other valid legal right 
ownership of stock shall devolve on foreigners, the latter shall have 
to place them at the disposition of the Council of Administration, 
which, in their name, shall transfer them to Spaniards. Should 
such transfer be impossible the Company shall amortize the stock in 
question, making payment therefor. 

(б) The President of the Council of Administration and all its 
members, high officials, experts technical and administrative both of 
the Monopoly and of the Leasing Company, shall be proven Span- 
iards, as also at least 90 percent of the other persoimel. 

Abt tot.tii 7 — ^The Leasing Company of the Monopoly shall have a 
TYiiniTTinTin general capital — exclusive of reserves and shares issued in 
Spain — of 126,000,000 pesetas entirely free for the execution of the 
contract. 

State participation in the capital stock shall be made and recog- 
nized to at least 80% of its value without any disbursement what- 
soever and in like manner as the shares or allotments of founders. 
This participation shall not be in diminution of the said capital stock 
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but, on the contrary, in excess thereof. Consequently the capital 
stock shah, be constituted as follows: 

(a) For distribution to shareholders, not less than 125,000,000 
pesetas. 

(b) For acknowledged participation on the part of the State, not 
less than 30% of said distribution. 

The State participation shall be represented by bonds registered 
and untransferable except by legislative enactment. These bonds 
shall enjoy the same benefitsi and prerogatives as the rest of the 
shares ; and in case of dissolution of the Company, if a surplus should 
exist, upon the return of the nominal capital of the shares of the 
shareholders the State shall be entitled to receive the nominal value 
of its participation as if it had purchased it. Should any surplus 
exist it shall be distributed among the shareholders in proportion to 
their respective holdings. 

No increase or reduction may be made in the capital stock without 
authorization of the Ministry of Finance. The Company may, under 
no conditions, issue bonds ; but, under authorization of the Ministry 
of Finance, it may obtain bank credits required for the development 
of its services. 

Akticle 8 — ^The Leasing Company shall pay as a basis of taxation 
a maximum of 4% on the net profit of its income up to 75,000,000 
pesetas; 5% on excess of that sum up to 150,000,000 pesetas; and 6% 
on any excess over that sum. This rate shall be consistent with a 
minimum interest of 5% on the capital stock referred to in Article 11. 

When the profits of the Company, together with the guaranteed 
interest and the taxes, shall exceed 10% of the capital stock, inclusive 
of State participation, the surplus shall be distributed as follows: 

. Of the amount over 10 and not more than 15%, the State shall 
receive 25% ; and the rest shall be for the Company. 

Any excess profit of over 15% shall be shared equally by State 
and Company. 

The said participation shall be no obstacle to the State’s re<«iving, 
in every instance, dividends on its shares at the same rate as those 
of the members of the leasing entity, and their amount shall be 
applied to reducing the prices of the products monopolized. 

Arttoub 9 — ^The special obligations of the Company shall be: 

(1) To intensify and stimulate the work of boring for natural 
petroleum in the subsoil of Spain, 

(2) To promote the distillation of oil residuum, lignite, coal bear- 
ing soil and rocks, as well as the supply of benzol produced in gas 
factories, 

(3) To acquire national alcohols for the manufacture of liquid 
comhustibles by means of admixture with gasoline when it accords 
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■with the general interests of the country, especially the interest of 
Viticulture. 

(4r) To develop technical specialists in industries connected with 
petroleum. 

(5) To create petroleum stocks sufficient: 

{a) To meet the necessities of commercial and industrial con- 
sumption in the country for four months; and (&) of national 
defence (War, Navy and Aviation) for a year. 

(6) To equip the Monopoly within five years with the appropriate 
means for the maritime transport of petroleum brought from abroad. 

(7) To establish, gradually, a refining industry so that in the first 
five year period at least 80% of the petroleum products consumed in 
the country may be manufactured therein. 

(8) To acquire petroleum deposits in producing countries, and 
especially in Spanish America, either by direct purchase or through 
control of proprietary companies. 

(9) To organize a distributing circuit of petroleum, gasoline and 
other products monopolized throughout the territory over which the 
Monopoly has jurisdiction, in order that sales may be facilitated in 
all towns and important petroleum centers. 

(10) To turn over to the State, monthly, on anticipatory account 
of the annual profits that the Monopoly shall yield, a sum not less 
than one-twelfth of the net profits of the previous fiscal year, in 
accordance always with the regulation fixed in the contract, which 
shall also determine the antcipatory sums for the first year of the 
Monopoly. 

(11) To organize, under the Tax Bureau, a special vigilance 
service for the repression of contraband. 

Ahticle 10 — The Company shall have charge of all plants, stores, 
stocks and other installation destined for the importation, handling, 
storing and distribution of petroleum products in the territory under 
the Monopoly which shall expropriate and pay the industrial value 
for the said properties, either in shares of the Company at the current 
value of the same or in metallic currency, as desired by the respec- 
tive owners. However, when said owners are foreigners, payment 
shall be made in metallic cui’rency, and also, even if they are Span- 
iards, when the sum to be paid in shares would amount to 40% of 
the capital stock; in this latter case it will be necessary to take 
care of the application for shares in accordance with the ratio of 
expropriations to be made. 

Valuation shall be made by a Board composed of three representa- 
tives of the State, one of the Company and another of the expropriated 
o-wner, against whose award recourse may be had to tlie Council 
of Ministera The latter may revise the awards of the Board but 



664 FOEEIGN RELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME ni 

may not reverse them. The Ministerial decidon shall be without 
appeal. 

The Company shall only be obliged to take over such plants, 
stores, supplies and installations as constitute an industrial concern, 
independently of immovable property which, without being neces- 
sary for the industry, may be occupied by the respective proprietors 
for the purpose, and in such cases, with indemnity for the damage 
caused to the immovable properties. 

Valuation for expropriation diall be entirely completed within a 
period of three months of the final adjudication of the competition 
to the Company. 

Expropriation shall not be proceeded with if the interested party 
is opposed thereto except when, in the judgment of the Company 
and in expressed accordance with the Council of Ministers, it shall 
be regarded necessary to incorporate the installation in question 
with the Monopoly. This method shall only be adopted in such 
cases as, by their complexity, make it difficult to replace them in a 
short time and the lack of which might affect the service of the 
Monopoly during the period of installation. 

AjerroLB 11 — ^The following items shall not be deducted from the 
total revenue, in determining the net production, but shall be 
reckoned as entirely belonging to the Company : 

(1) Losses from damage and evaporation in shipment; and 

(2) After the contract has lasted ten years, 2% of the cost for per- 
sonnel and equipipent of the offices and dependencies of the Com- 
pany, the same to increase each year until it shall reach 20%. 

Charges that may be deducted in fixing the net profits, purchase 
costs and, if necessary, refining crude oils and other monopolized 
products upon approval of prices and contracts of supply by the 
Ministry of Finance; legal interest on capital stock employed in 
the enterprise, including interest on State stock; charges for ships 
and transport, and such others as may be necessary in execution 
of the Monopoly being duly justified and that may not be expressly 
excepted. 

Such exceptions shall comprise expenditures of the Company 
made in equipping refineries and acquisition for the same, destined 
for the Monopoly of petroleum wells, tankers, buildings and station- 
ary machinery required for the service, as well as for the extraor- 
dinary works executed by the same; but these shall be deducted 
annually from the revenue in fixing the net profits thereof, with 
the design of amortizing such expenditures in the percent ratio 
indicated by the Ministry of Finance according to the following 
maximum rates: “ 

Up to lh% annuaUy if for acquisition of deposits. 

Up to 5% for purchase of tankers, 
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Up to 4% for acquisition of machinery ; and 

Up to 2% for construction or acquisition of buildings or special 
work on the same. 

Under no conditions may these amortizations represent more than 
20% of the gross annual yield of the Monopoly. 

Company subscribers shall receive, upon final liquidation of the 
contract, the amounts represented by the difference between the total 
value of special expenditures referred to, made with the personal 
funds of the leasing entity, and that of the annual amortizations 
effected. 

Article 12 — A Goveriunent delegate shall be placed with the 
Leasing Company, who shall intervene in all acts coimected with the 
exploitation of the Monopoly; shall effect reforms in favor of the 
State and shall attend the meetings of the Council of Administration 
without deliberative vote, so that when the Company may adopt 
measures prejudicial to State interests, or such as may be contrary 
to the contract, he shall suspend execution thereof, reporting same 
to the Minister of Finance for such adjustment as may be desirable. 
The Delegate shall intervene directly in accounts and cash transac- 
tions, his approval being necessary for all expenditures that may 
figure in the annual liquidations of revenue, as affecting the contract 
and authorizations granted thereon or provisions especially drawn 
up for its application. 

The Government shall also appoint a number of Councillors, with 
voice and vote, who shall have status with those designated by the 
shareholders in the same proportion as exists between State partici- 
pation and general stock. 

With a consultive and, if necessary, a financial character, a Com- 
mittee shall act composed of representatives of the State and of the 
consumers, which shall: 

(a) Secure information concerning price rates of the monopolized 
pr^ucts before they are applied; 

(5) Secure, also, information concerning the quality of the 
monopolized products, drawing up, if necessary, complaints on the 
subject. 

Approval of the Minister of Finance must specifically be given 
measures adopted by the Leasing Company involving expenditures 
in excess of 60,000 pesetas. Sums less than that amount shall be 
approved by the Government Delegate. Those made for purchase 
of deposits shall have the approval of the Council of Ministers. 

Councillors and higher personnel of the Leasing Company may 
not exercise their functions without previous approval of their 
appointment by the Minister of Finance. Such higher personnel 
shall be regarded as persons whose salary shall exceed 10,000 pesetas 
a year, no matter what their duties may be. 
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Charges for personnel and equipment of the Government Dele- 
gation with the Company shall be paid in the first nine months of 
the duration of the contract, chargeable against the revenues, and 
constituting an item that may be deducted from the gross i*eceipts. 
After the tenth year, these charges shall be for the State account, 
and in diminution of its net receipts to the amount of 2% for such 
expenses, to be increased 2% annually until 20% is reached. 

The personnel of the Company shall under no conditions be en- 
titled to State pension, administration classification or gratuity for 
length of service. 

The personnel employed in sale of products monopolized, whether 
in warehouses, shops or fixed establishments, shall be appointed by 
the Company upon proposition of the Ministry of Finance, which, 
for that purpose, shall submit their names for each vacant place, 
with names of persons having the general characteristics required 
by the Government and the special qualifications considered ex- 
pedient on the part of the Company. 

The Council of Ministers shall approve the duties and salaries 
of the Company employees, as also any modification thereof. 

Articlb 13 — ^No duties of any kind shall be required for the 
importation of crude petroleum and its derivatives d^tined for the 
Monopoly. Nor shall import duty be imposed for machinery and 
equipment required for manufacture thereof which can not be ac- 
quired in producing plants established in Spain. 

The Leasing Company shall be exempt from payment of the 
Utilities (Profits) tax on movable resources in the sense comprised 
in third tariff of the Law regulating that tax. Profits correspond- 
ing to State shares shall be exempt under the second tariff of the 
said Law. 

The Monopoly shall pay annually to the Municipality collecting 
taxes on the monopolized products and which is deprived of such 
revenue by its establishment, an amount equal to that collected on 
this account during the last year. 

Article 14 — Duration of the contract shall be for twenty years, 
and if, at the end of that time, a new competition is announced 
for the service, the Leasing Company shall enjoy the right of 
consideration. 

The contract to be drawn up with the Leasing Company shall 
stipulate the rules that shall govern final liquidation. 

Article 15— The general accounts of the Monopoly shall be sub- 
mitted annually to the inspection and approval of the Supreme 
Treasury Tribunal. 

Arteclb 16 — ^The Government reserves the right to rescind the 
contract without assigning cause, and, in such an event, if in the 
consequent liquidation of the Company, its entire capital is not 
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regained, the State shall pay the difference. Annulment under such 
conditions shall be directed by the Council of Ministers and there 
shall be no recourse against their decision. 

Annulment of the contract may be made by the Company at its 
charge and risk, and with the obligation to indemnify the State 
for damages sustained, should it voluntarily fail in the fulfillment 
of any of the obligations indicated in the contract. 

The Ministry of Finance in such case shall grant the annulment 
after a hearing of the Company and consultation with the Council 
of State, and against the Royal Order thereupon legal appeal may 
be made. 

Article 17 — ^The bases above stated shall be developed in the 
corresponding contract which, after approval by the Council of Min- 
isters, shall be made public by Royal Decree. 

Aeticue 18 — From the publication of this Decree Law in the 
Gaoeta it is prohibited to install new plants for the handling of 
petroleum and its derivatives, as also to enlarge those at present 
existing. 

Abticle 19 — ^Arrangements and details connected with the issue 
of the bids and adjudication thereof, until the Monopoly begins 
to function, shall be under the direction of the Stamp Tax Bureau, 
which in turn will take up pertinent matters with the Minister 
of Finance. 

Asticxe 20 — All regulations contrary to the present Decree Law 
are annulled. 

Done in my Embassy at London June 28, 1927. 

Aiponso 

Minister of Fincmoe, 

JosK Calvo Sotelo. 

852.6363/46 : Telegram 

The Acting Seoretary of State to the Arnibassador in Spain 

{Hammond) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, August IS, 19S7—3 p. m. 

65. Referring to your telegram No. 71, July 21, 8 p. m., and your 
telegram No. 76, of August 6, 10 p. m." The following is for your 
information and guidance. 

The oil monopoly decree of June 80 [^5], 1927 has been carefully 
examined by the Department and the situation has been discussed 
informally with representatives of the Vacuum Oil Company and 
Standard Oil of New Jersey. 


“Neither printed. 
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As you are well aware, this Govemmeut is opposed to the estab- 
lishment of monopolies within the United States and of course 
regrets to see them created elsewhere. However, as the establish- 
ment of monopolies is generally regarded as a sovereign right, this 
Government could not eflfectively or appropriately object in prin- 
ciple to the creation of a Spanish oil monopoly. In case the pro- 
jected petroleum monopoly should be put into effect, there is no 
reason to believe that there would be any modification in the estab- 
lished policy of this Government with regard to the protection of 
Americsm property and vested interests abroad. That policy in 
general, it may be stated, calls for complete and fair compensation 
to be made to the expropriated companies for their property losses. 

Any inquiries addressed to you by Spanish officials or by repre- 
sentatives of the American interests involved may be answered in! 
the light of the foregoing. 

As there seems to be a certain possibility that the Spanish oil- 
monopoly scheme may prove to be imworkable and may not actually 
be put into effect, it is the opinion of the Department that any direct 
observations to the Spanish Govemlnent on the subject at the present 
time would be premature and might be misconstrued and hence tend 
to increase the determination of the Spanish Government to put the 
decree into full force. 

Castle 

862.6363/66 


TM Ambassador im. Bpam {Hammond) to the Secretary of State 


'^'^6 San Sebastian, August 1^7. 

[Received September 14] 

Sir: With further reference to my confidential despatch No. 462, 
of August 15, 1927,** and to previous communications, concerning 
the petroleum monopoly, I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of the Department’s confidential telegraphic instraction No. 
65, of August 13, 3 p. m,, 1927, informing me that, after an examina- 
tion of the Decree of June 30th [»], while our Government 
regrets in principle the establishment of monopolies generally, the 
Department does not feel that it could appropriatdy or effectively 
object to the establishment of an oil monopoly in Spain. 

• Department’s observations contained 

m the telegram above mentioned and shall, therefore, limit myself 

to obse^g and reporting to the Department the development of 
the project. ^ 


As stated in my weekly report of August 20 last,** 
meeting held at Santander last week, consideration 


at the Cabinet 
seems to have 


"Not printed, 
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been, given to the oil monopoly in' spite of reiterated official denials, 
and, according to what I consider to be reliable reports, the project 
has thereby already sustained considerable modification in the direc- 
tion of inviting the cooperation of competent private individuals in 
the institution of the monopoly and apparently of heeding legiti- 
mate objection which may be made in good faith thereto. 

I still feel that, in view of the determined and apparently intelli- 
gently organized opposition in Spain to the monopoly, such as that 
reported in the Consul General’s despatch of April 17th last, as weU 
as the observations made by the French Government reported in my 
telegram No. 78, of August 9, 10 a. m., 1927,^® there is a possibility 
of its ultimate abandonment. 

I have [etc.] Ogden H. Hammond 


852.6363/69 

The Ambassador in Spain {Hammond) to the Secretary of State 

No. 600 San Sebastian, September &, 19S7. 

[Received September 19.] 

Sm: Referring to my despatch No. 476, of August 26, 1927, and 
to previous correspondence on the subject of the institution of a 
petroleum monopoly, I have the honor to transmit herewith for the 
Department’s information a translation of an article from El Pmblo 
Vasco of September 2, 1927,^* listing six organizations which pre- 
sented bids on September 1st for the monopoly and describing the 
program envisaged by each. 

As the Department will perceive from a perusal of the translation 
above mentioned, the monopoly is now receiving the interested sup- 
port and attention of many of the most prominent financial institu- 
tions in Spain. 

It is indicated that a decision of the board designated by the 
Government for the consideration of petroleum monopoly bids will 
be made within two weeks, after which it will be referred to the 
Council of State and subsequently to the Government for final set- 
tlement. The above-mentioned board is composed of representatives 
of the Supreme Treasury Board, the National Fuel Board, the Tax 
and Customs Bureaus, and the Ministries of State, War, Navy, 
Fomento and Labor. 

It was hinted yesterday by the Counsellor of the French Embassy 
to a member of my staff that the resignation of Mr. Nervion of the 
firm of Babel & Nervion, a subsidiary of the Standard Oil Company 
of New Jersey, may have some connection with a possible desire on 

“Neither printed. 

“Not printed. 
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the part of Mr. Nervion to be considered as director of the petroleum 
monopoly. 

I have [etc.] Ogden H. Hammond 

852.6363/65 

TTie Ambassador in Spam {Hammond) to the Secretary of State 

No. 530 San Sebastian, September 1927. 

[Received October 10.] 

Snt : I have the honor to confirm my telegram No. 96, of September 
22, 1927, 5 p. m.,’^' regarding the acceptance on September 21st last 
by the Examining Committee and the Minister of Finance of the 
tender for the petroleum monopoly, to be constituted in accordance 
with the Royal Decree of June 28, 1927, submitted b}' the Banco 
Urquijo group (comprising, as the Embassy understands, the fol- 
lowing banks: Urquijo, Hispano Americano, Bilbao, Vizcaya, Her- 
rero, Oataluna, Hispano Colonial, Marsans and Espanol de Credito). 
While Ambassador Padilla yesterday confirmed the above infor- 
mation, no ofScial announcement has been made as yet and none is 
expected for a few days until the final decision of the Council of 
State has been made. 

In this connection, it may be of interest to the Department to know 
that. I received a visit not long ago from Mr. John Walsh, brother 
of Senator Walsh of Montana, who came with a circular letter of 
introduction from the Secretary of State, to discuss with me the 
aspirations of the American Republics Corporation (incorporated 
in the State of Delaware), of which Mr. Walsh is General Coimsel. 
He informed me that the firm of Sabadell and Henry, of Barcelona, 
refiners of oil supplied by the American Republics Corporation, 
hopes to refine the oil for the petroleum monopoly, in which case, 
a contract is to be made with the Petroleum Export Corporation, 
a subsidiary of the American Republics Corporation above mentioned’ 
and guaranteed by them, to furnish crude oil for refinement. 

On September 22d last the Embassy received information from 
the British Embassy that the latter has requested an interview with 
General Primo de Rivera for Mr. Wescott, representative of the 
Shell Oil Company of Spain, for some time after September 26th 
next, at which audience, the British Embassy stated, Mr. Brewster, 
Managing Director of the Babel and Nervion Company in Spain 
a subsidiary of the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, likewise 
desired to be present, which might indicate that an understending has 
been reache d between these two important British and American petro- 

printed. 

-^lelaadro Padilla y Bell. Ambassador to the United States on leave to 
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leum interests with regard to the policy to be pursued in relation to 
the oil monopoly. Up to the present time, however, the Embassy has 
received no request from Mr. Brewster to obtain an audience for him 
with General Primo de Eivera. 

The Department will recall, regarding the above, that, as reported 
in my telegram No. 89, of August 29, 1927, 5 p. m., and my despatch 
No. 487, of August 29, 1927,^® that the Board of Directors of the 
Babel and Nervion Company decided to desist from making further 
diplomatic protests against a fine imposed upon it by the Spanish 
Govei’nment, and to pay the fine as imposed in the hope of thereby 
obtaining a more favorable position in connection with possible 
relations with the Spanish oil monopoly. 

I have [etc.] Ogden H. Hammond 

852.6363/70 

The Ambassador in Spam, {Hammond') to the Secretary of State 

No. 562 Madrid, October iS, 1927. 

[Received October 22.] 

Sir : Referring to my despatch No. 530, of September 23, 1927, on the 
subject of the request of Mr. Brewster, of the Standard Oil Company 
of New Jersey, for an interview with General Primo de Rivera in 
company with Mr. T. D. Wescott, of the Royal Dutch Shell, I have 
the honor to inform the Department that I am in receipt of advice 
from Mr. Brewster that although an audience was twice granted to 
him and to Mr. Wescott, each time at the last moment General Primo 
de Rivera excused himself. 

The second time this happened the representatives of the Standard 
and Shell interests left a joint memorandum for the President of 
the Council. There is transmitted herewith, for the Department’s 
information a copy of the memorandmn, which states in effect that 
neither organization would be able to enter into any relations with 
the Spanish oil monopoly looking to supplying the latter with 
i>etrolemn. 

I believe that the Department will find this memorandum of con- 
siderable interest, not only in connection with the present petroleum 
situation in Spain, but also as an instance of the cooperation of a great 
American petroleum organization with another great foreign com- 
pany engaged in the same business, and the adoption of an identic 
policy when threatened by a government policy which has as an end 
the restraint of free competition and the absolute monopolizing of 
a commodity of prime necessity. 

I have [etc.] Ogden H. Hammond 

*• Neither printed. 
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[Enclosure] 

Translation of the Memorand/im, Left With Primo iZe Bi/oera, Ootoher 

S, 19^, l>y Beyreseniatives of the Standard Oil Oom/pany of New 

Jersey and the Boy oil Butch Shell Oil Company 

1. In view of the continual increase in their business, the “Standard” 
and the “Shell” are constantly obliged to expand their sources of 
petroleum supply to all parts of the world where wealth exists; to 
improve more and more their industrial and commercial organizations 
and to increase their investments in the countries where they operate, 
as in Spain, in order to be alwaj^ in a position to supply the con- 
sumption as it increases. 

2, For tTiis reason, there can be no better guarantee of supplies 
for a country, both in time of peace or in war, than the mere fact 
of <iie presence in that country of these two Companies. 

8. The competition between both these Companies in the Spanish 
market has resulted in the country’s obtaining the greatest perfection 
and facilities in the interior distribution, and the creation of stations 
for the regular supply to the Navy and mercantile marine, apart from 
the large revenue thereby apportioned to the Public Treasury. This 
rivalry, in result so beneficial to Spain, has been suspended in view 
of the threat to both Companies’ interests which the Royal Decree 
of June 28th constitutes. 

4. The great number of bunkering stations which both Companies 
maintain in the most frequented ports of the world, assures the nor- 
mal supply of all boats, whether of the naval or merchant fleets, of the 
nations friendly to said Companies. No other petroleum group in the 
world can give the same facilities in such an important service. 

5. The Companies in question cannot associate themselves in any 
part of the world with any organization on the basis of a Monopoly, 
as they know from many years’ experience that monopolies tend 
fatally to raise prices, and also fatally produce the greatest deficiencies 
in service, and neither the “Standard” nor the “Shell” can compromise 
their international prestige by associating themselves with organiza- 
tions which indisputably produce these results. 

6. One of the objects of those groups being an investment of their 
capital in organizations for distribution and sale of petroleum prod- 
ucts, it is evident that they must give their attention and care by 
preference to the countries in which they have capital invested, rather 
than to those from which they are forced to withdraw through the 
ex-propriation of their property. 

7. For all these reasons, neither of the two groups, and both cate- 

gorically make this declaration, can enter into relations with any 
propositions for monopoly presented at the tender of September 1st 
and they considered themselves obliged to make this to the 
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Government of H. M. the King in rectification of the rumors or in- 
sinuations which have been circulated against their determined atti- 
tude. 

8. In spite of these intentions of both groups, and of this being the 
attitude which the “Standard” and the “Shell” hold everywhere, they 
have continued, regardless of the Royal Decree of June 28th, and will 
continue as long as there is a market open to all activities, to give 
the best service to the Spanish consumption, as if no grave menace 
threatened them, not merely on account of due estimation for their 
Spanish clientele, but because they have confidence in the spirit of 
rectitude of the Government of Spain, and are sure that the latter will 
not follow a course which, in their opinion, will harm and retard the 
industrial and social progress of the country. 


862.6363/68 : Telegram 

The Arribassador m Sfoin {Hammond) to the Secretary of State 

Madbid, October SI, 19S7 — 11 a. m. 

[Received 1 : 45 p. m.] 

105. Royal decree published Official Gazette, October 20, gives di- 
rector general of stamp tax full powers to take any action necessary 
to assure supply, distribution, and sale of petroleum products until 
the monopoly company, which has been awarded to banking con- 
sortium by another decree of same date, is in normal operation.” Di- 
rector is instructed to take all needful measures to assure full supplies 
and avoid disturbance to consuming public. Minister of Finance is 
allowed to seize immediately any or all petroleum producing or dis- 
tributing organizations if he judges it in the public interest. When 
Minister of Finance judges it necessary he will place before the 
Council of Ministers proposals for all or any seizures of property, 
indemnification therefor being made later in accordance with article 
10 of original petroleum monopoly decree of June 28. Stamp Tax 
Director can impose fines up to 25,000 pesetas on any interest ob- 
structing the execution of above-mentioned provisions and in very 
grave cases criminal proceedings and higher fines may be inflicted by 
agreement of Cabinet. 

Original decree June 28 prevents ordinary legal recourse to the 
courts for the protection of property and provides a special organi- 
zation to determine indemnification, the interested company only be- 
ing allowed to midre representation to a committee which may decide 
arbitrarily on its value. Another telegram on the same subject 
follows. 


" Bbr texts of decieee, see jh>. 677 and 678. 
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852.6363/69 : Telegram 

The Aml> ass odor in Spain {JBamrnond) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Madrid, October 1927 — 10 a. m, 

[Eeceived 12:25 p. m.] 

107. My telegram 105 of October 21, 11 a. m. Foreign oil interests 
here are apprehensive that their stocks and property may be seized at 
once and inadequate compensation given. The capital of the Spanish 
monopoly will not be over 250,000,000 pesetas. This would seem to 
be insufficient to provide working capital and likewise give adequate 
compensation for the fixed property of the companies for which 200,- 
000,000 pesetas would be claimed. 

More than 75 percent of the property used in the production and 
distribution of petroleum products is In the hands of American, French, 
and British interests and it is their belief that the Spanish Govern- 
ment intends to provide compensation only for stocks on hand and 
fixed plant, less depreciation, and to ignore for purposes of compensa- 
tion all business goodwill. 

Considerable friction will probably be produced by the arbitrary 
nature of the Eoyal decree and the foreign interests involved may 
ask for the intervention of their Governments. In case of necessity 
am I to be guided by Department’s telegram No. 65 of August 13, 
if fair compensation should be given for value of going concern and 
business goodwill? 

Hammond 


852.6363/72 

Memorandvm by the Chief of the Division of 'Western European 

Affairs {Marriner) 

[Washington,] October ^4, 1927. 

Mr. Campbell and Mr. Johnston of the Standard Oil Company of 
New Jersey called to inquire about the Spanish oil monopoly and 
what, if anything, the Government could do to assist the American 
companies interested. I told them that until there was evidence of 
some denial of justice in the working out of the scheme for indemni- 
fication which the decree set up there was no action which this Gov- 
ernment might properly take except to have the Ambassador state, as 
has already been done, that it is to be hoped that the enforcement of 
the decree will result in adequate compensation for property seized- 
I likewise told them that should there be any evidence of discrimina- 
tion in favor of the interests of the nationals of other foreign nations 
we would be justified in protesting on that account. They seemed to 
understand these limitations perfectly and told me that they had re- 
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ports from Madrid that tlie Ambassador and the entire staff had been 
very helpful and cooperative during the whole matter. 

They also stated that as their company did not approve of the 
monopoly system of distribution, they intended to refuse to supply 
the Spanish monopoly and thought that this would be the attitude 
likewise of the Shell and Royal Dutch Companies but that they 
would ascertain this point and let me know. They likewise stated 
that on the whole they preferred their plants to be abandoned and lie 
idle than to have them seized by the Government and naturally would 
not interpose any objections to such an act. I inquired whether they 
had consulted their lawyers in Spain on the subject and they replied 
that they had done so but that no comments could be made at present 
as there were no cases as yet under the decree. They seemed to think 
that the Spanish had embarked on a tremendous enterprise which 
they would never be able to carry out as they apparently plan to 
provide ships to carry petroleum and even hint at the possibility of 
embarking in the development of Venezuelan land to supply their 
monopoly. This, without the aid of foreign loans, seemed to them 
impossible. 

J. T[heodoee] MIakriner] 


852.6383/70 

T'k& Ambassadot' in Spain (Hammond) to the Secretary of State 

No. 583 Madrid, October 24; 19S7. 

[Received November 5.] 

Sir: I have the honor to refer to my telegrams, No. 105 of October 
21st, 11a. m., and No. 107 of October 22nd, 10 a. m., having to do with 
the recent Royal Decrees to put into effect the Government Petroleum 
Monopoly, and I am now transmitting herewith the Spanish text of 
the two Decrees, Royal Decree-Law No. 1753 dated October 20, 1927, 
and Royal Decree No. 1782 dated October 21, 1927, together with 
English translations thereof. 

For the last few weeks it has been taken for granted that the Gov- 
ernment would carry out its original determination to put the Petro- 
leum Monopoly into effect, notwithstanding considerable opposition 
from important elements in Spanish business and industrial life. 
The appearance of the Decrees has therefore occasioned little com- 
ment in the press, and it would seem that the uselessness of past 
criticism as well as the increased activities of the censor have both 
contributed to the passive attitude of the press and of public opinion. 

The motives which have influenced the Government to make effec- 
tive the measure which, to all appearances, is very unpopular among 
the more educated classes of the country are still obscure, and so 
many varied reasons have been given, many of which have been re- 
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f erred to in past despatches on this subject, that it seems useless to 
go oTer tlipim at this time. Briefly stated the outstanding and most 
plausible reasons of the Government are as follows : 

(1) A desire to obtain an increase of revenue without increasing 
direct taxation. Most business men in the country believe that the 
Government will be unable to accomplish this result without an in- 
crease in price, but the Government still maintains that an increased 
revenue will be obtained. 

(2) The belief that overproduction of petroleum now existing may 
enable Spain to take advantage of the keen competition now prevail- 
ing between the several oil producing companies. 

(3) The Government’s well known policy of making Spanish indus- 
try appear to be national in character, and giving advantages to 
Spanish capitalists to the detriment of foreign interests. 

At the moment it is not possible to foresee how the Decrees will 
operate in practice, and the foreign interests affected by the first 
Decree above referred to are awaiting with considerable anxiety a 
move on the part of the Government. In my telegram No. 107 of 
October 22nd I referred briefly to the point of view of the several 
foreign interests in Spain, and I am now awaiting the Department’s 
instructions in regard to the action to be taken should American 
interests be unjustly treated by the Spanish Government. In the 
meantime I believe it may be of general interest to the Department 
to have the views of both Spanish Government officials and private 
citizens who are either favorable to the Petroleum Monopoly or are 
neutral. These views have been put before me by Mr. Lewis Proctor, 
Vice-President of the International Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany (and Manager of the Spanish National Telephone Company), 
an American in whom I have great confidence and who, being in 
touch with representative men of all classes in Spain, is thoroughly 
conversant with both sides of the issue in question. They are as 
follows : 

It is believed by leading business men that the oil Monopoly is a 
hazardous enterprize and that the chances are it will not succeed. It 
is thought that about two years of experience will prove the futility 
of the plan. 

The Minister of Hacienda, Senor Sotelo, was looking for new 
revenues to balance the budget. A friend of his suggested an oil 
monopoly; he seized upon the idea and persuaded General Primo de 
Rivera to back him up. The original Decree of June 28th was 
eventually issued. The nominal head of the Monopoly is Senor Ruiz 
Seven, the manager of the Urquijo Bank, and the operating manager 
is Senor Fierros, the head of the Match Monopoly. 

The syndicate of bankers financing the Monopoly is required to 
hold 60% of the stock, the balance being sold to the public. The 
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interest on this stock is to be guaranteed by the Government, making 
the stock a safe investment. 

The Spaniards who are favorable to the Monopoly claim that the 
action of the Government is not unfair to any interests; that Spain 
has a perfect right to maintain an oil monopoly ; that all companies in 
Spain being of Spanish origin it is merely a family matter; that 
if any foreigners are hurt through the loss of good will, etc., many 
Spaniards through our prohibition law lost all of their good will 
and business in the United States and did not receive any compensation. 

It may be of interest, also, for the Department to know that the 
reason why the Shell interests suddenly withdrew from the situation 
was because of a personal quarrel between Senor Ruiz Seren, the 
recently named Financial Manager of the Petroleum Monopoly, and 
the representative of the Shell interests, the latter being asked to 
leave the bank when the quarrel occurred. This quarrel was occa- 
sioned by a matter in no way connected with the oil Monopoly. The 
Standard Oil Company’s refusal to join the Monopoly is based, I 
understand, on the position that company has taken as being opposed 
to monopolies and refusing to take part in them. 

My sympathies are enlisted on the side of such companies as the 
Vacuum Oil Company and the Atlantic Refining Company, which 
have built up an excellent business as selling agents but with prac- 
tically no physical assets to sell, their trademarks, good will and 
selling organization being their only assets. 

Other elements will enter into fixing the compensation for property 
taken over. The Shell interests claim they have never made money 
in Spain owing to the low price of gasoline here. The same claim 
is made by the Standard Oil Company, hence any compensation that 
might be made to the companies will only include such physical 
property as may be of use to the Monopoly. 

I am following the situation closely and shall report to the Depart- 
ment by telegraph any developments of importance. 

I have [etc.] Ogden H. Hammond 

[Enclosure 1— Translation] 

RoyoU Decree-Law No. 176S of October 17, 2PS7, as Pviblis'hei m 
^'■Gaceta de Madrid” of October W, 19B7 

In accord with my Council of Ministers and on the recommendation 
of the Minister of Finance, I decree the following : — 

Axncix I. Until the establishment of the Petroleum Monopoly, 
the General Stamp Tax Bureau shall have full authority, in accord 
with Article No. of the Royal Decree of June 28th last, to regulate 
everything concerning the supply, distribution and sale of petroleum 
and petroleum products, it being its special business: 
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1. To intervene in the distribution of mineral oils already imported 
or which, until the establishment of the Monopoly, may be imported 
into Spain, adopting the measures which may be necessary to avoid 
partial shortages, undue hoarding in storage, or any other disturbances 
of the public consumption ; 

2. To propose to the Minister of Finance the provisional seizure 
of the installations, distributing lines and industrial elements con- 
nected with the service of petroleum when, in his opinion, it may 
be expedient to do so for the safeguarding of public service ; and 

3. To adopt all such measures as the supply of the national market 
may demand, dictating the necessary decisions and making arrange- 
ments in order to guarantee the needs of consumption. 

Ajehcie n. The Minister of Finance shall submit to the Council 
of Ministers the proposal referred to under hTo. 2 of the previous arti- 
cle, and the Government will agree upon the seizures which it may 
consider necessary, with due regard to the indemnification applicable 
to each case, the amount of which shall be fixed in accord with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Koyal Decree of June 28th last. 

AETTCiiE m. The General Stamp Tax Bureau shall be empowered 
to levy on all those who oppose its orders, fines up to 25,000 pesetas. 
However, these fines may be protested before the Minister of Finance, 
within the period of ten days. 

In case of extreme gravity or repetition of the offence, the Council 
of Ministers, at the recommendation of the Minister of Finance, may 
levy fines in amounts superior to that above mentioned, without 
prejudice to the criminal responsibilities which may be imposed. 

Articijb IV. The number of officials necessary to carry out the work 
entrusted to the General Stamp Tax Bureau shall be assigned to that 
Bureau until such time as the Monopoly commences operations. 

Aeticub V. The necessary dispositions for the application of this 
Decree shall be dictated by the Ministry of Finance. 

Signed in VentosiUa (Toledo) on October 17, 1927. 

Alfonso 

The Mmister of Finance, 

Jose Calvo Sotelo. 

[Enclosare 1 — ^Translation] 

Royal Decree No. 1782 of Octoler 17, 1927, as Published in ^G-aoeta 
de Madrid!' of October 21, 1927 

In accordance with the decision of the Commission studying the 
tenders and the full Council of State, on the recommendation of the 
Minister of Finance and in accord with my Council of Ministers, 

I decree the following : — 



SPAIN 


679 


Aetico: 1. The administration of the Petroleum Monopoly is adju- 
dicated to the firm which the representatives of the Banco Urquijo, 
Banco de Bilbao, Banco Hispano Americano, Banco Hei-rero, Banco 
de Vizcaya, Banco Espanol de Credito, Banco de Cataluna, Banco 
Hispano Colonial y Banca Marsans, signatories of the first of the 
propositions presented to the public tender, offer to constitute. 

This adjudication is made in accord with the general conditions 
fixed by the Royal Decree-Law of June 28th last, with the benefits 
offered by the proposition in reference and with the following special 
conditions : 

1. The premium of collection which the Company holding the 
Monopoly may receive shall consist of 4 per cent of the net product 
of the income, whatever may be the amount of the latter. 

2. The associated banks signing the proposition shall guarantee 
the non-transfer to any outsider, during a period of six years, of 
60 per cent of the capital, subject to the deduction of the shares given 
in payment for the expropriations, to which effect the form and 
characteristics of this guarantee shall be specified in the contract 
which the Monopoly company shall make with the State. The shares 
which may not be transferrablo to outsiders may be held in tlie Bank 
of Spain in accord with the regulations which will be stated in the 
contract of which mention has already been made. 

Furthermore, the associated signatory banks shall assume the obliga- 
tion to cover the increases in capital which may be necessary, dur- 
ing a period of ten years, up to a maximum of 75 millions of pesetas, 
always on condition that the increased capital enjoys the same rights 
and profits as the initial capital. The temporai’y prohibition of out- 
side disjjosal of shares, established in the previous paragraph, will not 
be applicable to shares representative of this increase in capital. 

3. On the Boai-d of Directors of the Company to be formed must 
be, as directors, two representatives, at least, of Spanish firms dedi- 
cated to the industries monopolized and which, either by initial sub- 
scription or by expropriation agreed upon, shall be holders of shares 
to the value determined by the company statutes. 

4. The designation of regional and provincial representatives of the 
Company shall be carried out in the manner, and in accord with the 
regulations, as determined by the Minister of Finance. 

5. The losses oi’ damage suffered by the monopolized pi*oduct may 
be deducted only from the total received income, for the establish- 
ment of the net credit.s, when .such losse.s are due, to accidents which 
are fully justified. The contract with the State shall determine what 
may be considered as accidental cases, for matter of reference. 

6. The expenses of soundings, tests of distillation and the organ- 
ization of technical specialists will be considered as included in the 
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fifth, paragraph of Article 11 of the Koyal Decree of June 28th last, 
the rate of yearly amortization being fixed at 1 per cent for drillings 
and distillation tests, and 10 per cent for the organization of technical 
specialists. 

The amount of these amortizations, together with that of the other 
set forth in that paragraph, shall in no instance exceed 20 per cent of 
the gross yearly receipts of the Monopoly. 

7. The contract shall determine what expenses, based on their char- 
acter regardless of their amount, may be made with the sole approval 
of the Government Delegate in the Monopoly company. 

8. The Monopoly shall recover the amounts which, on the basis 
of Article 13 of the Eoyal Decree creating the Monopoly, it has to 
pay to local corporations interested, by means of an increase in the 
price of the monopolized products sold in the terms allowed by the 
scope of jurisdiction of said corporations. Said increase in price will 
become ineffective when the corporations renounce the charges in 
question. 

9. In the contract which the Monopoly Company has with the State 
shall be included the clauses necessary to effect the guaranteeing of 
liberty of action in the military and naval services, subject to the 
proposal submitted by the Commission considering the bids ; and 

10. The adjudication of the service to the Monopoly company shall 
become ineffective if, for causes due to the latter, the Monopoly should 
not commence operations in the period between the date of constitu- 
tion of said company and January 1, 1928; but from the publication 
of this Eoyal Decree it shall answer for the normal supply of the 
national consumption. 

Article 2. Within the five days following the publication of this 
Decree in the Gazette^ will be published in it the propositions pre- 
sented at the public tender held for the adjudication of the adminis- 
tration of the Petroleum Monopoly, the decision given by the Com- 
mission and that pronounced by the Full Council of State. 

Article 3. The regulations necessary for the application of the 
present Decree will be made by the Ministry of Finance. 

Given in La Ventosilla (Toledo) on October 17, 1927. 

Alfonso 

The Minister of Fincmoe^ 

Jose Calvo Sotelo. 

852.6363/73 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador m Spam (Sammond) 

Washingtokt, November 1, 1927—6 p. m. 

83. Your 106 October 21, 107 October 22, and 110 October 29.^* Oa 
October 81 a representative of the Standard Oil of New Jersey 


** No. 110 not printed. 
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called at the Department to discuss the following cable which had 
been received from their Paris office : 

“Keferring to Spanish question at meeting just held with London 
friends present it has been unanimously agreed to maintain policy 
abstaining to supply Monopoly directly or indirectly and not to take 
any steps in this question without* first consulting each other. 
Eiimors have it that representative of Spanish Banking group has 
left for Berlin to negotiate with Soviet representatives. British 
Government has issued effective instructions to their Embassy at 
Madrid and we hope Washington Government will also take steps 
in this drastic action against established freedom of trade.” 

He asked if the Department could confirm the statement regard- 
ing the issuance of instructions to the British Embassy at Madrid 
and was told that you had been advised that the British Embassy 
had been so instructed. However the specific terms of your 110 
October 20 were not communicated to him. 

He then asked if the Department would support American interests 
to the same extent that the British Foreign Office was reported to 
be supporting the British companies, to which the reply was made 
that the Department would expect the Spanish Government to ac- 
cord to American companies no less favorable treatment than it 
accorded British and other foreign companies. He was further 
informed that you had been authorized in August (see Department’s 
65 August 13, 3 p. m.) to answer inquiries by stating that the policy 
of this Government in general called for full and fair compensation 
to the expropriated companies for their property losses. However 
it was pointed out to him that it was impossible for the Department 
to make any precise definition as to what would be deemed to con- 
stitute full and fair compensation, particularly where the question of 
“good will” was concerned, and that each case would have to be 
determined on its own merits. It was further stated that the De- 
partment could not object in principle to the establishment of the 
monopoly by the Spanish Government and that its official interest 
at present was confined to the question of compensation. 

He appeared to appreciate the position of this Government and 
understood thoroughly that the foregoing was given him for his 
private information. 

You may answer inquiries in the light of the above information 
and you may further state your readiness to assist interested Ameri- 
can companies which may become involved in expropriation pro- 
ceedings in securing a fair hearing. 

From what precedes you will perceive that the question of 
compensation for “good will” is necessarily one upon which the 
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Department can take no position except as each specific case of 
expropriation arises. 

Kjexlogg 

852.6363/75 : Telegrain 

The A 'nnihasisadoT in Spa/iTi {So/fwffiond) to the Secretavy of State 

Madrid, Noverriber <5, 1927 — S p* m. 

[Eeceived 4 : 30 p. m.] 

112. Department’s 73 [^<5], November 1, 6 p. m. British Ambas- 
sador has sent a note to the Spanish Government statin^ir that his 
Government expects that an agreement regarding price will be made 
with any British interests affected by the monopoly and that ade- 
quate compensation must be made before expropriation. He fears 
that monopoly company may take over certain parts of property and 
refuse to take over others. Property not taken would [be valueless] 
thus devote [de'voting'] only 60 million pesetas to payment for exist- 
ing distributing and manufacturing plants which Standard Oil Com- 
pany’s representatives estimate have a total replacement value of 
about 200 million pesetas. In view of British action I venture to 
suggest that we warn Spanish Government that we view with con- 
cern any action which will deprive American interests of the use of 
their property and investments made in good faith under former 
legislation and that we expect immediate and fair reimbursement for 
all such investments as may be either taken over or rendered value- 
less by the monopoly. The procedure outlined in the decree for 
taking over property foreshadows long delay, be valueless, and he 
believes this is a very serious aspect of the situation. 

It seems to me that, in view of the precipitate action by the Span- 
ish Government in depriving companies of their right to do business 
in Spain which was granted under former legislation, it is only fair 
that the Spanish Government should make adequate compensation 
for the entire investment made in good faith in Spain iiTespective 
of whether it is actually needed to operate the monopoly. Consid- 
ering the position taken by the British Government and the fact that 
the monopoly capital seems totally inadequate to provide fair reim- 
bursement for foreign investments, I am apprehensive that British 
interests may endeavor to secure priority of payment by the monop- 
oly thus jeopardizing payment to American interests, 

A well-founded report is to the effect that monopoly intends to 
rewrite assessment of value and naturally it will be to the advantage 
of monopoly company to withhold payment for seized property as 
long as possible. 

^ phrase valueless** apparently should have occurred where bracketed 
JU above. 
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Today I have just been informed that the American Republics 
Corporation through its subsidiary the Ajnerican Export Corpora- 
tion has secured a contract from the Spanish Government to assure 
the petroleum supplies of monopoly for 5 years at prevailing market 
prices from Texas producing districts, therefore it would seem that 
seizure of property on behalf of the monopoly is to be anticipated 
in the immediate future as at present monopoly has no storage or 
distributing facilities. 

Hammond 


852.6363/75 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Syain {Hammond) 

Washington, Noveriber 8^ 19^7 — 3 y. m. 

85. Your 112, November 5, 3 p. m. In view of the circumstances 
which you report you are authorized in your discretion to inform 
the Spanish Government that while this Government has no thought 
of objecting in principle to the establishment of an oil monopoly in 
SjDain, it is somewhat disturbed by reports which have reached it 
indicating that the capitalization of the corporation to exercise the 
monopoly and to pay for the property to be expropriated appears 
to be quite insufficient for the purpose; and that accordingly this 
Government is impelled to observe that it expects that the Spanish 
Government will grant full and fair compensation to all American 
interests concerned by which is meant the fair value of the property 
taken over and such damages as may reasonably be considered to have 
resulted to other property by reason of the taking. You may further 
state that this Government will expect for its nationals no less favor- 
able treatment than that accorded the nationals of any other country. 

You may inform the interested companies of your action in the 
premises. 

Kellogg 


852.6363/78 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Spain {Hammond) 

CFaraphraue] 

WASinisraTON, November 11, 19^1—1 p. m. 

89. The Spanish Ambassador has made a protest to the Department 
against the action of the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey and the 
Shell Oil Company in refusing to have dealings with the Spanish 
petroleum monopoly. He was informed that this was not a subject 
with which the Department was concerned and that the sole interest 
of this Government in the question was in obtaining proper compensa- 
tion for any American companies which might be expropriated in con- 
nection with the establishment of the monopoly. 


KjEiJ/ifln 
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862,636^/81 : Telegram 

The^mbassadoT in Spain {Hamryiond) to the Secretary of State 

Madrid, Nownaber 1987 — 5 p, m, 

[i^ceived 7 ; 25 p. m.] 

115. Department’s 85, November 8, 8 p. m. I had an interview 
with Primo today during which I informed him of the anxiety 
of the American Government regarding adequate compensation for 
American interests prejudicially affected by the Spanish petroleum 
monopoly and said that my Government expected that fair compensa- 
tion would be made and that the American interests affected would 
receive as fair treatment as those of any other nationality. 

Primo replied that the Spanish Government has always given to 
American interests at least as favorable treatment as to any others and 
that when American property should be taken over by the monopoly 
fuU compensation would be made after appraisal by Spanish and 
American experts. 

From the general trend of the conversation my impression is that 
Primo intends to operate the monopoly as at present constituted, acting 
upon what I believe to be the favorable advice of the Minister of 
Finance and other interested subordinates. Powerful interests are 
still endeavoring to counter the monopoly but it now seems highly 
probable that it will be given a trial. . 

Hammonb 


862.6363/86 

The Ambassador in Spain {Hammond) to the Secretary of State 

No. 622 Madkid, November 16, 19S7. 

[Eeceived December 5.] 

Sir : I have the honor to report that according to information which 
I have received from the Director of the Standard Oil Company of 
New J ersey in Madrid an inspector, representing the Petroleum Monop- 
oly, was installed in the offices of Babel and Nervion, the Standard Oil 
Company subsidiary in Spain, on November 7th. 

When the inspector presented himself in the company’s offices he 
handed to the Director two orders of the Government which set forth 
his powers and authorized him to make a full investigation of the 
company’s business. I am transmitting herewith an English transla- 
tion of the orders in question, which have been given me by Mr. Brew- 
ster, the Director of the Standard Oil Company. 

In view of the dictatorial powers of the Government and the fact 
that nomal recourse of justice is ruled out by the Eoyal Decrees 
putting into effect the Petroleum Monopoly, Mr. Brewster did not 
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feel that he could refuse to admit the inspector delegated by the 
Spanish Government, and he informs me that so far the inspector’s 
activities have been confined to studying the situation of the com- 
pany’s supplies of petroleum products and making complete lists of 
physical property, such as various industrial plants, tanks, tankcars, 
etc. Another inspector supplied with the same powers has been 
placed in the offices of the Shell Company and is, I understand, taking 
similar action. 

This arbitrary exercise of power by the Government has natu- 
rally added to the ill feeling of the companies, particularly as they 
feel that they have never been given a fair opportunity to make a 
fair and direct presentation of their case to the Spanish Government. 

I have [etc.] Ogden H. Hammond 


[Enclosare 1} 

Translation of O omm/imioation From the Director General of the 

General Bureau of the Stamp, Match and Eaplosi/oea Tax, and 

Representation of the State in the Tohacco Renting Gompomy, to 

the President of the Board of the Oompcmia Arrendataria del 

Monopolio de Petroleos S. A. 

Excellent Sie : Under today’s date the following Royal Order has 
been published by the Ministry of Finance : 

“Illustrious Sir: In order to insure the fulfillment of the ends 
aimed at by the Monopoly of importation, distribution and sale of 
petroleum and its derivatives, and to attend, with the necessary care 
demanded by the circumstances, to the preparation of the new regime 
to be implanted on January 1st next, it is indispensable that from 
this moment intervention should be made in the interested companies, 
without hindrance to the latter in their present business, which they 
may continue to follow freely until the 31st of December of this 
year, in their own way and for their own account. 

To this end, 

H. M. the King has been pleased to dispose the following: 

I. Through the persons nominated by this Ministry, immediate in- 
tervention will be made in the companies dedicated to the importa- 
tion, distribution and sale of those products covered by the Monopoly 
created by the Royal Decree Law of June 28th last. 

2. The inspectors will perform their duties indistinctly in 
any of the above mentioned companies, it being left to the Monopoly 
Renting Company to decide which firm or firms be inspected by each 
inspector, and if the latter should work in the central office of the 
firm inspected or in any one or more of its installations for the 
storing of the products in question, or of its organizations for the 
distribution ana sale of same. 

S. The functions of the inspectors will comprise the following ends : 

a) The exact knowledge of stocks of all monopolized products 
for which purpose they must be furnished with all antecedents of 
information and checking which said inspectors may deem necessary. 
Not only must they know the actual stocks in general, but also full 
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details regarding the way in which they are distributed throughout 
the country at a given moment, and the successive variations which 
these stocks may suffer on account of the sales effected. 

5) The exact knowledge of the importations contracted for in 
relation to purchases made, of the frei^t contracts made with load- 
ing ports and ports of destination, dates of loading and unloading, 
and specifications giving the characteristics of said products in the 
usual way, as also prices and conditions of payment. 

o) Detailed inventories of all the fixed and movable material con- 
stituting the fixed assets of each company with regard to storage, 
handling, packages, land and marine transport, distribution round 
the coast, pumps, and regarding the packages especially their situ- 
ation in such a way as to simplify, in the opinion of the inspector, 
their seizure at an opportune moment when the Monopoly Company 
has to take over all the elements of the business. 

d) Data relative to the office staff, as also to the technical and 
laboring staffs which is working with each of the inspected com- 
panies, with information as to each individual’s length of service, 
salary, as also the relation which each one’s work has to the other’s. 

e) Distributing system, giving exact outline of the zone of influence 
of each company which may not have extended its organization 
throughout the country. 

4. The inspection must be carried out with all rapidity and exten- 
sion necessary in order to arrive at a rapid and exact faiowledge of 
all the points above-mentioned, to which end the inspector may re- 
quest and verify the proofs which he may consider necessary in the 
presence of the Director responsible for each firm._ 

5. Besides the inspector who will carry out his functions in the 
main or head office of each firm, this Ministry can nominate another 

E erson or persons to inspect installations in branches of the same 
rms already inspected in their central offices. 

6. The inspected firms may continue freely their present business 
for their own account until the last day of December of this year, 
and in the period between now and then they will come to an agree- 
ment with the Monopoly Company, through the inspect f)i’, regarding 
the formula for the change of regime, reciprocating all the necessary 
facilities for the respecting of those interests which have to cease 
in the business and those of the public which the Monopoly has to 
serve from the 1st of January next. 

7. An inspection will also be made of those firms whether import- 
ing of \prf\ otkerwise, dedicating themselves to the distillation of 
or obtaining of petroleum products, or merely to the distribution of 
same. 

8. It will however be possible to proceed to the seizure of inspected 
firms before January 1st next if requested and in accord with the 
Monopoly Company and approved by the State representation, with- 
out prejudice to the expropriatory procedure to be made in accord 
with the Eoyal Decrees of June 28th and October I7th last. 

In the event of agreed seizure, this will be dealt with in accordance 
with the conditions agreed upon by the firm in question and the 
Monopoly Company after obtaining the approval of the State rep- 
resentation. If the seizure should be made by the State then the 
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procedure will be as dictated by the Government without prejudice 
to the subsequent negotiations for expropriation. 

Which I inform you by Koyal Order for your guidance.” 

Which I transmit to you for your information and corresponding 
effects. 

Madrid, 3rd November 1927. 

Director General 

Andres Amado 


[Enclosure 2] 

Translation of Commu/nicaiion From the Director General of the 
Ge'neral Bureau of the Stamp, Maich and Explores Tax, and 
Representation of the State in the Tobacco Renting Company, to 
the President of the Board of the Oompahia Arrendataria del 
Monopolio de Petroleos S. A. 


Excellent Sir: By Royal Order from tlie Ministry of Finance, 
dated the 3rd instant, I am informed as follows : — 


“Excellent Sir: — In accord with the advices of the Royal Order 
of today : 

H. M. the Kin^j has been pleased to nominate Don Santiago Amig6 
Puis, Don Jose Elorriaga Amallobieta, Don Miguel de Lis Primo, 
Don Jose Maluquer Nicolau, Don Jose Marfa Permanyer Catala, Don 
Laureano Pujol Denis, Don Luis Ribas Pujol, Don Pedro Ribera 
Arazusta, Don German Sanchez Marfn, Don Ricardo Toll Masoliver, 
Don Santiago Verdaguer Comes and Don Manuel Alonso Sahudo, 
to exercise the function of inspector in the firms at present dedicated 
to the importation, distribution and sale of those products covered 
by the Monopoly created by Royal Decree-Law of June 28th last. 

By Royal Order I inform you, for your guidance and effect. [”] 


The Lord keep you many years. 

Madrid, 3rd of November 1927. 

Director General 

Andres Amado 


8.'»2.fl3e.‘l/S7 

The Ambassador in Spain (Eammond) to the Secretary of State 

No. 623 Madrid, Noverriber 16, 19^7. 

[Received December 5.] 

Sir : I have the honor to refer to my telegram No. 115 of Novem- 
ber 14th, 5 p. m., in which I gave a brief summary of my interview 
with Genei'al Primo de Rivera in regard to obtaining adequate com- 
pensation for the interests of American companies engaged in the 

:!2.1422— 42— vol. IH BO 
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petroleum business in Spain which may be affected by the Grovemment 
Petroleum Monopoly. 

I started the interview by handing General Primo de Kivera a 
brief memorandum, a copy of which is transmitted herewith. Mr. 
Grummon, who accompanied me as interpreter, translated the sub- 
stance of the memorandum to General Primo de Rivera who at once 
assured me that American interests would receive fair compensation, 
and that they would, as a matter of course, receive at least as fair 
treatment as the interests of any other country. He stressed the 
point that he always wished to do everything possible to favor 
American interests, and conveyed the impression that he considered 
he had done more for American interests in the past than he had 
done for other countries. He said that I might assure my Govern- 
ment that American interests affected by the Petroleum Monopoly 
would receive fair treatment and that he would confirm this statement 
by a formal answer to my memorandum. (He did not in any way 
commit himself to giving any details of just what this would mean 
in practice.) 

I hoped that after delivery of the note General Primo de Rivera 
would open a general discussion of the Petroleum Monopoly in order 
that, if possible, I might put before him a brief outline of the atti- 
tude of the American interests affected. General Primo de Rivera 
remarked that one American company (this is doubtless the Ameri- 
can Republics Corporation referred to in the Department’s telegram 
Ho. 88 of November 10th, 4 p. m.^®) had already completed a contract 
for supplying a certaia quantity of petroleum to the oil Monopoly 
and that certain arrangements had also been made with Roumanian 
interests. By his reference to an American company he evidently 
intended to give me the impression that all American interests were 
not opposed to the Monopoly, that the plans for the Monopoly were 
going well, and that supplies were assured, although his attitude 
is difficult to reconcile with the representations which the Spanish 
Ambassador recently made to the Department in regard to the refusal 
of the Standard and Shell interests to supply the Monopoly with 
petroleum. From different sources I also learn that the Monopoly is 
encountering difficulty here in obtaining supplies in the immediate 
future, and I can only presume that the interested Monopoly officials 
may be concealing the real situation from the President of the 
CouncU. 

I was of course very desirous of obtaining a more accurate indi- 
cation of what General Primo de Rivera’s real views on the oil 
Monopoly were, and as the occasion seemed opportune I said that I 
should like to make certain friendly personal observations which I 


“Not printed. 
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hoped he would accept in the spirit intended. He very cordially 
replied that he was always interested in obtaining different points 
of view. I then said that while Americans did not like the word 
^‘monopoly”, both National and State governments were all inter- 
ested in obtaining revenue without heavy cost of collection, and that 
in certain States of the Union the oil companies collected for the 
State governments a gasoline tax which was used for the up-keep 
of roads. Such a tax if levied in Spain and collected by the com- 
panies, say at 3 U. S. cents a gallon, would, I have been informed, 
yield a revenue of some 14,000,000 pesetas annually in addition to 
the present revenue. 

General Primo de Eivera replied by saying that the Monopoly 
would give him more revenue than this. He said that the state was 
now getting some 30,000,000 pesetas, that he expected to get 
60,000,000 annually from the Monopoly, and that this would increase 
by probably 20,000,000 pesetas a year. His remarks as here quoted 
seemed to me to show that he is entirely unfamiliar with the real 
facts, and that he is being greatly misled by scheming subordinates, 
as the Spanish Government obtained about 40,000,000 pesetas from 
petroleum taxes last year and present collections show an advance 
of about 10%. As far as the obtaining of any additional revenue 
(which he refers to under the Monopoly plan) is concerned, I be- 
lieve this would be a physical impossibility unless the price of all 
petroleum products is substantially raised. Both General Primo de 
Eivera and other Spanish officials seem to believe that there is a 
large fund of profits in the distributing business which can be taken 
by the State, but I am assured that these profits have never been 
very large and that at the present time, granting the low price of 
petroleum, most of the companies are not obtaining any adequate 
return on their investment. 

I finally observed that, in view of all the information I have been 
able to obtain, the future world production of petroleum is likely to 
be more limited, and that if world prices tended to rise the Monopoly 
might find it difficult to acquire the necessary supplies in view of the 
fact that production is very largely controlled by a few great interests. 
Primo countered this by reiterating that the necessary contracts had 
already been made with American and Eoumanian interests, (he appar- 
ently ignores whether .those interests are thoroughly reliable) and 
that he believed that the supplies of the Monopoly were assured for 
a number of years* The interview then ended, Primo stating very 
cordially that he was always glad to have my point of view and that 
in future some of the ideas which I had put before him might be 
u^fuL 

As stated in my above-mentioned telegram, the interview left me 
with the impression that General Primo de Eivera intends to operate 
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the Monopoly, if it is possible to do so, notwithstanding the many 
and powerful interests which are trying to dissuade liim from this 
policy. Apparently the question is now one of national pride, and 
unless some way at present unforeseen can be found to allow the 
Government to save its face he is unwilling to confess any failure in 
the Government’s plans. Incidentally, such a confession would of 
course be very damaging to the prestige of the Directorate. 

I now wish to give the Department a brief sketch of the general 
situation as it exists here today, as I believe this may possibly be 
useful in formulating a future policy. 

Notwithstanding the very great pressure which has been brought 
to bear both from Spanish and foreign sources, the Government seems 
unwilling to make any fundamental change in its plans and in spite 
of rumors of wavering now seems determined to make the Monopoly 
effective. Some of the guiding reasons behind the Government’s 
determination have been referred to in past despatches on this subject, 
and restated briefly are as follows : Hopes of increased revenue with- 
out increase of direct taxation ; flattery of national pride by showing 
that the Spanish Government is able to brave the great oil interests, 
and is making Spain independent of foreign domination; the very 
natural hope of profit for those who have been instrumental in making 
the Monopoly effective; and the hope that the appointment of a vast 
number of new State officials provided for by the Monopoly will give 
Government supporters profits and thereby increase the hold which 
the Directorate has on the country. 

In regard to the third reason above cited, I understand that 
Monopoly shares are now being sold by the bankers syndicate under- 
writing the Monopoly capital on a “when issued” basis at from 15% 
to 30% premium. The word is apparently being passed around that 
the Monopoly is a good thing, but acute observers believe that the 
bankers are taking the very first opportunity to unload on (he public. 

In regard to the last mentioned point, I have been informed that 
seventy-two regional directors, all prominent members of the Union 
Patriotica, have already been appointed and that each Cabinet Min- 
ister is to have a certain part of Spain to use as a field for political 
patronage. From the point of view of securing any change in the 
Government’s plans, this phase of the matter is very important as 
the Government naturally does not wish to take any position wliich 
would deprive it of supporters. 

The obtaining of supplies for the Monopoly is apparently a ques- 
tion of considerable difficulty from the point of view of the Govern- 
ment, as it has already antagonized the gi-eat interests able to supply 
the Monopoly, and has necessarily had to bargain with many small 
and less important producers. There seems to be some bitterness on 
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the part of Spanish officials toward the Shell and Standard Oil 
interests, owing to the fact that these companies have at last categori- 
cally refused to treat with the Monopoly as such. The representatives 
of these companies have, however, time and again been refused access 
either to Primo or other high officials, when they wished to give 
expression to their views. They quite naturally feel, therefore, that 
they have not had fair treatment. 

The companies have let it be Icnown that they wish to do every- 
thing possible to meet the Spanish Government fairly, but that they 
have only been dealt with by receiving indirect messages from high 
quarters to the effect that the Government would like them to maintain 
adequate supplies of petroleum in Spain. They have never, however, 
received any assurance that they will receive fair treatment in regard 
to claims for property which may be seized and, moreover, the Spanish 
Government has never given any indication that it will be willing to 
pay a fair price for supplies of petroleum brought in. 

Indirectly, these companies have conveyed to the Spanish Govern- 
ment the information that they are ready and willing to do every- 
thing i^ossible, both in regard to adequate supplies of petroleum 
products in the future, and in regard to aiding the Spanish Govern- 
ment to secure increased revenues from petroleum. 

The interests involved are, of course, opposed to the principle of 
government monopoly and, failing definite assurance in regard to 
the future, they do not feel that they should give any aid to govern- 
ment plans which have as an end the destruction of their enterprises 
which have been built up by long and patient effort. Under the 
circumstances I understand they have refused to bring in further 
supplies and they hope to force the Government’s hand by leaving 
the country dry of gasoline toward January 1st, when, nominally, 
the Monopoly must be made effective. A recent Decree prescribes 
that the bankers’ concession to operate the Monopoly will be void 
should all the conditions laid down by the Government, including 
adequate supplies, be unfulfilled by January 1, 1928. Apparently 
the Shell and the Standard ititerests now hope that the bankers will 
be unable to comply with these condition.s and that an opportunity 
may yet arise to allow them to treat on favorable terms with the 
Government. 

At the moment the question of national pride seems to be one of the 
most important factors in the situation, as the Government naturally 
dreads any po&sibility of failure. On the other hand, it is quite 
natural that the companies involved wish to do everything possible 
to protect their own interests, and it is very hard to expect them to 
provide adequate supplies for a Monopoly which intends to destroy 
them. 
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The general situation is, of course, becoming more tense from day to 
day, and both sides are doing everything possible to strengthen their 
position. The opposition of foreign governments does not yet seem 
to have had much influence on the plans for the Monopoly, and it 
would seem that the situation will very shortly be brought to a head 
by some positive action on the part of the Spanish Government. As 
I have already advised the Department by telegram, the British 
Ambassador has insisted that payment should be made in advance 
before any British property is taken over, but the Spanish Govern- 
ment has not yet answered his note. Yesterday the Shell Company 
was notified that the Monopoly wished to store a certain shipment 
of petroleum in one of the Shell depots. The Shell interests asked 
advice of the British Ambassador who tells me that he informed 
them that he could not give an opinion in regard to what action they 
should take. Apparently he based his somewhat negative attitude 
on the instructions of his Government, which only provided for the 
question of seizure and did not cover a request from the Monopoly 
for storage facilities. I am informed, however, from another source 
that the manager of the Shell Company has decided to refuse to 
comply with the Monopoly’s request. 

The Department is, of course, familiar with the arguments which 
the various American interests involved have wished to put before 
the Spanish Government, and I have on repeated occasions been urged 
to endeavor to convey these arguments to the Spanish Government. 

I have, however, been imable to do this, owing to the fact that the 
Spanish national pride is involved, and even in a friendly and un- 
official way it has been impossible to discuss the Monopoly with any 
Spanish official because it is quite obvious that they resent any out- 
side interference. I have, nevertheless, endeavored very discreetly 
to give American interests involved a chance to have their views 
conveyed indirectly to appropriate quarters, and I have reason to 
believe that high officials of the various American oil interests in- 
volved well realize the somewhat delicate position of the Embassy, 
and feel that the Embassy has done everything possible under the 
circumstances to obtain a fair hearing for them. 

I have [etc.] Ogden H. Haistkonb 

P. S. The attitude of the Shell and Standard Oil Companies, re- 
ferred to on page 6 of this despatch, has naturally not been rendered 
more friendly by the appointment of a Government Inspector repre- 
senting the Petroleum Monopoly in the office of each company. The 
duties of the Inspector are referred to in the Embassy’s despatch No. 
622 written this morning. The companies feel very keenly that the 
entire policy of the Government toward them has been arbitrary and 
unfair in the highest degree. They feel that having built up great 
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industries in Spain it was only just that the Government should have 
given them a fair hearing prior to taking a dictatorial decision which 
suddenly threatened their destruction. 

[Enclosure] 

The American Embassy to the Spanish Foreign Ojfice 
No. 379 Memorandum 

The American Ambassador, under instructions from his Govern- 
ment, has the honor to inform the Spanish Government that the 
United States does not wish to bring into^ question the policy of His 
Majesty’s Government regarding the establisliment of an oil monop- 
oly in Spain. The American Government does, however, expect that 
the Spanish Government will grant to all American interests which 
may be affected full and fair compensation — ^by which is meant the 
fair value of the property taken over and such damages as may 
reasonably be considered to have resulted therefrom to their long 
established businesses. 

The American Ambassador also wishes to assure his Government 
that American interests will receive no less favorable treatment than 
that accorded to the interests of any other country. 

Madrid, November 10^ 19^7, 

852.6363/88 

The Spanish Ministry of State to the American Embassy 

[Translation »] 

No. 269 Note Vebbaeb 

With reference to the memorandum of the il^mbassy of the United 
States at Madrid dated the 10th instant, the Ministry of State has 
the honor to inform the Embassy that the Spanish Government is 
able to inform the Government of the United States that the petro- 
leum monopoly will apply to the interests belonging to the citizens 
of the latter country tlie same treatment as that which it will apply 
not only to citizens of other states, but also as is applied to Spanish 
citizens in all matters that relate to the valuation of petroleum in- 
dustry properties which the monopoly may find it necessary to 
expropriate. 

In making this valuation, the intrinsic value of such properties 
will be equitably and objectively assessed, but the alleged damages or 

“Copy transmitted to the Department by the Ambassador in Spain as an 
enclosure to his despatch No. 638, Nov. 28, 1827 ; received December 5. 

“rile translation revised. 
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loss whiclL may result to an industry which ceases to do business will 
not be taken into account, because this industry, like all others, is al- 
ways subject to the sovereign decisions of the States concerned, which 
only have the obligation of protecting such industries so long and 
insofar as they allow them to do business and oblige them to pay taxes. 

Madrid, November 16^ 1927, 

852.6363/83 : Telegram 

The Ambassador iri Spain {Hammond) to the Secretary of State 

Madiud, November 18^ 1927 — S p, m. 

[Received 7:15 p. m.j 

120. My 116, ITovember 17, 5 p. m.^® The last paragraph of the note 
in reference to the rights of the State over industries is certainly 
drastic and as interpreted by the head of Commercial Section of the 
Foreign Office means that the State has a right to take over any in- 
dustry at any time without having any obligation whatever to take 
account of earning power and goodwilL Reference in the note of 
taking over such property as may be needed may mean that only a part 
of the property engaged in the petroleum business will be paid for and 
the rest will be left valueless on the hands of the companies. Such 
is apparently the plan of the monopoly. I beg to point out the im- 
portance of the principle involved in bringing any established in- 
dustry to a standstill at any moment without proper compensation 
and to emphasize the necessity for full payment of all property in- 
vested in the petroleum business whether needed by the monopoly or 
not, as property not taken will represent almost a dead loss. Shell 
and Standard Oil have decided to cease bringing in supplies and fear 
that the dictatorial powers of the Government will be used to fine 
them heavily for obstructing the monopoly. 

British Ambassador informs me he has had no reply to ius note 
asking for payment of property at the time property is taken over and 
is today writing again for an answer. French Ambassador infoims 
me he has decided to await developments and make no further repre- 
sentations until Spanish Government takes some definite action of 
expropriation. 

Hammond 


852.6363/83 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador im, Spam {Eammwnd) 

WASHiNCiTOlir, November SS, 19 B 7 —-e p. m. 
Tour 116, Ifovember 17, 5 p. and 120 November 18, 6 p. m. 
The Department believes that the representations made by you in 


“Not prtoted; It contained a summary of the Spanish «ofe verTnOe, ntpra. 
“Not printed. 
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accordance with its 85, November 8, 3 p. m., adequately reserve the 
position of this Government as regards compensation for expro- 
priated American companies. It will therefore await developments 
in such specific expropriation proceedings involving American com- 
panies as may arise rather than attempt at this time to discuss the 
matter further with the Spanish Government on the present hypo- 
thetical basis. 

Kellogg 


852 . 6363/92 

The Arnbassador in Spain {Hammond) to the Secretary of State 

No. 654 Madkid, November 30, 19^7. 

[Keceived December 16.] 

Sib: Referring to the Embassy’s despatch No. 638 of November 
23, 1927,’“® regarding the Spanish Petroleum Monopoly, I have the 
honor to submit a further report concerning recent developments. 

In the last paragraph of the above referred to despatch reference 
is made to the seizure of the Porto Pi Company by the representative 
of the Spanish Government (the Director of the Stamp Tax) acting 
on behalf of the monopoly. In this connection I am enclosing here- 
with copy of a letter from Mr. Henry Bedford, Paris director of the 
Standard Oil Company of New Jersey who was in Madrid last week, 
to Mr. Blair,*® in which he gives his views of the seizure proceedings. 
Mr. Bedford also enclosed with his letter a statement in regard to 
the seizure, a copy of which is also enclosed herewith.*® 

The Department will recall that the Porto Pi Company has been 
importing Russian oil, and as reported in a previous despatch on 
this subject *® it is commonly believed that Mr. Juan March, one of 
the largest owners of the Porto Pi, originally encouraged the Spanish 
Government’s plans for an oil monopoly hoping to use this threat 
against the Shell and Standard interests to force them to divide the 
whole of the Spanish business with the Porto Pi Company, I have 
been informed that in the last few months March has done every- 
thing possible to buy off the Monopoly, even offering 6,000,000 pesetas 
to the Spanish Government for a military hospital in Morocco if 
the Government would change its plans, but his efforts have been 
unavailing. 

Up to the present time nothing has been done in regard to the 
reimbursement or ascertaining the value of the Porto Pi plants, and 
the recent seizure is a good example of the arbitrary powers with 
which the Government has armed the Petroleum Monopoly. In my 
last despatch on the Petroleum Monopoly I reported that in all 


Not printed. 
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probability other seizures could not be long delayed, and as this 
despatch is being written I have been informed that an order is being 
prepared today in the Ministry of Finance for the seizure of one of 
Babel and Nervion’s plants. (Babel and Nervion is one of the 
Standard Oil Company of New Jersey’s subsidiaries in Spain.) 
Within the last week this company has been requested to store oil 
for the Monopoly, but it was decided to refuse to do so as it is feared 
that it might prejudice its future position. The cargoes which the 
Monopoly wished to store were the cargoes another Standard Oil 
Company subsidiary had sold to the Monopoly, as reported in the 
Embassy’s despatch No. 638 of November 23rd. I am transmitting 
herewith copies of the Spanish text, with translation thereof prepared 
by Babel and Nervion, of a letter sent to Babel and Nervion by the 
Petroleum Monopoly dated November 27th, and Babel and Nervion’s 
reply thereto dated November 28th. The Department will recall that 
the Shell Company took the same position when it was requested to 
store oil for the Monopoly, and it will now be interesting to see 
how the Monopoly meets the situation. (See page 2 of the Embas^’s 
despatch No. 638 of November 23.) 

This morning a notice appeared in the press stating that the Monop- 
oly has made arrangements for full supplies of petroleum products 
for the year 1928. From all the information available it is hard to 
believe that this statement is accurate, and it would appear that it 
is largely bravado and also an effort to reassure intelligent public 
opinion which is now rather worried about the future. . . . 

■ ••••* • 

The above mentioned developments are the most important which 
I have heard of during the past week, and I am now forwarding 
this despatch in haste by the pouch which leaves this evening. The 
Embassy staff is following all developments as closely as possible, 
and I shall forward another despatch on the Petroleum Monopoly, 
reviewing the situation, by the next pouch. 

I have [etc.] Ogden H. Hammond 


[Enclosure 1 — ^Translation] 

The Compa/hia Arremdatofna del Monopolio de PetToleos A* to 
the IndMsPrias Babel y Nervion 

Madeh), Wl NovevrAer, 19B7. 

Gentlemen; In view of the immediate arrival of the S. S. 
Barendrecht and of the fact that approximately 685,000 liters of 
refined oil and 1,281,000 liters of gasoline, both at Id® C., are des- 
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tiDed to your installation in Alicante, we have counted on your 
installations for the receiving of said merchandise, trusting that you 
will have no objection to this, and hereby requesting your conformity. 

We believe that the merchandise can be placed in empty tanks 
being in this way at the disposal of this Company. 

We likewise trust that you will kindly give instructions to your 
staff in order that the discharge may be carried out as wdl as 
possible. 

As this merchandise is our property, it is not subject to duty 
payment, and as regards the inspection of the discharge, this will 
be carried out by Customs officials who will receive their instructions 
from their Head Office. 

Thanking you [etc.] 

COKPANIA ArBENUATABIA DEL MONOPOUO 

DB Petboleos S. a. 

[File copy not signed] 

El Director Adjwnio 

[Enclosure 2— Translation] 

The Ind'uatrias Babel y Nervion to the Gompcmia Arrendatana del 
Monopolio de Petroleos S. A. 

[Madbid,] 28 November, 1927. 

GENTtEMEN : We are in receipt of your favor of the 27th instant, 
requesting our conformity with the reception in our installations 
at Alicante of part of the cargo of the S. S. Barendreoht, which 
is on the way, and we beg to reply to same, requesting that you 
will not find in our reply any sign of a desire to put difficulties 
in the way of your Company. 

Taking the Koyal Decree of the l7th October with that of the 
28th June, in which the Monopoly was established, it is clearly 
stated that before being able to utilize our industrial properly, it is 
necessary to reach an agreement with the General Bureau of the 
Stamp Tax with regard to the expropriation and payment of the 
amount of the industrial value of such property. 

While this is not done, we regret we cannot accede to your request. 

We repeat that when we take this decision, we are not in any way 
guided by a desire to raise obstacles of any kind, but merely by 
the defence of the interests confided to our care. 

Yours very truly, 


[File copy not signed] 
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352.1153 St 2/- : Telegram 

The AmhoiBBadoT in Spain {Hammond) to the Secretary of State 

Madrid, December 1927 — 2 p. m. 

[Received December 1 — 12 : 32 p. m.] 
132. Department’s telegram 94, November 22, 6 p. m. The Spanish 
Government, acting for oil monopoly, has seized without compensa- 
tion Alicante installations of Standard Oil subsidiary by order effec- 
tive today. I have informed Spanish Government that I am aware of 
seizure and that I am reserving all rights in the premises. 

Hammond 


352.1153 St 2/- : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Spain {Hcmmond) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, December 2^ 1927 — 6 p. 

99. Your telegram 132 of December 1, 2'p. m. Endeavor to learn 
whether this seizure is an isolated instance or whether property of 
other companies also has been taken over. Also whether arrange- 
ments were made in advance to determine the value of the property 
or to agree upon a price. 

The following is for your information: The United States Gov- 
ernment could not regard with favor any action of the Spanish Gov- 
ernment which would single out for seizure the property of American 
companies without previous arrangements for prompt payment of the 
fair value of such properties along the lines given in the Department’s 
telegram 85 of November 8. 

Kellogg 

352.1153 St 2/1 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Spain {Hammond) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Madrid, December 6^ 1927 — Tioon, 

[Received December 6—10:51 a. m.] 

133. Department’s 99 of December 2. The Porto Pi Company, a 
Spanish concern in which a minority interest is held by French share- 
holders, has already been seized in its entirety without a previous 
valuation having been made. 

The Alicante plant of the Standard Oil is only partially usable 
for storing the supplies belonging to the monopoly which the com- 
pany has been arbitrarily directed to take in charge with no offer of 
compensation. When partial seizure was .made the company lodged 
formal protest. Two subsidiaries of the Shell Company have re- 
ceived seizure notices, presumably with the intention of using their 
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facilities for storing monopoly supplies. No valuation was made. 
Pressure is still being brought against the monopoly plans by many 
powerful influences, but it is likely that their efforts will be unsuccess- 
ful. The Government and monopoly officials appear to be confused 
since all are unfamiliar with the oil business and seem to be acting 
without a concerted plan. 

I Hammond 


352.1153 St 2/2 : Telegram 

The Charge m Spain (Blair) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Madrid, December 7, 1927 — S p, m. 

[Eeceived December 7 — 3 p. m.] 

135. Keferring to the Embassy’s telegram number 133 of Decem- 
ber 6, noon. On December 5th the Standard Oil made a formal 
claim for valuation and indemnity for its entire petroleum prop- 
erties,®* the demand being based on article 10 of the Constitution, 
article 349 of the Civil Code, and article 10 of the Royal Decree of 
June 28th.®® Also the Standard’s Spanish subsidiary holds a charter 
from the Spanish Government dated 1918 and valid for 99 years. 
The conununication from the company to the Minister of Finance 
is an able exposition of the whole situation; copies are being for- 
warded by mail. It is my belief that the moderate claims put 
forward by the Standard Oil Company in this letter will be regarded 
favorably by the Department and that they might well be given 
support in future representations. 

I have received information that Prime de Rivera told the Duke 
of Alba yesterday that he had already been involved in absurd and 
endless difficulties by the petroleum monopoly and that he was dis- 
gusted with the business. However, it appeared, he said, that the 
Government had proceeded too far now to retreat and that the 
monopoly would have to take its course until it should collapse of its 
own weight or become involved in an open scandal which would 
enable him to eliminate it on patriotic grounds. Primo stated that 
he had been troubled by the representations made by ambassadors 
of foreign powers, which were difficult to counter and that he had 
given instructions to the oil monopoly that generous treatment should 
be given to foreign interests. It is difficult to reconcile this latter 
statement with the attitude of the monopoly to date. 

Blair 


** For text, see p. 708. 
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352.1163 St 2/1 ; Telegram 

The Seoretary of Staie to the Oharge in Spam {Blair) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washingtok, December 7, 1927 — 6 p. m* 
100, Your telegrams 132 of December 1, 2 p. m., and 133 of De- 
cember 6, noon. This Government is concerned by reports indicating 
that the Spanish oil monopoly is proceeding to taie over the property 
of oil companies with no attempt to mahe arrangements for the 
prompt payment of the fair value of such property. It should be 
observed that this Government expects that compensation will be paid 
for any American installations which may be seized, on the basis 
outlined in the Department’s 85 of November 8, 3 p. m. It further 
expects that such payment will be made promptly and will look to 
the Spanish Government for fair compensation covering not only the 
value of the property seized, but also the use of the property up to 
the date of payment of adequate compensation. 

This may be brought to the attention of the Spanish Government 
and the interested American companies may be informed of the action 
taken. 

ElnmoGG 


852.1153 St 2/13 

The Oharge in Spain (Blair) to the Secretary of State 

No. 665 Madbid, December 7, 

[]^eived December 28.] 

Sir : Bef erring to the Embassy’s confidential despatch for the Sec- 
retary and Undersecretary, No. 654 of November 30, 1927, I have 
the honor to submit a further report in regard to the recent develop- 
ments having to do with the petroleum monopoly in Spain. 

On Thursday, December 1st, in the Embassy’s telegram No. 132, 
2 p. m., the Ambassador reported that the petroleum monopoly had 
seized without compensation the Alicante works of Babel and Ner* 
vion, the Standard Oil of New Jersey subsidiary in Spain. This 
seizure was made under the provisions of several Eoyal Decrees 
establishing the monopoly and the Spanish text of the order of 
seizure together with the English translation thereof are enclosed 
herewith. 

in the Embassy’s telegram abovementioned, the Ambassador stated 
that he had informed the Spanish Government that he was aware 
of the Order of seizure and that he must reserve all American rights 
in the premises. A short note, No. 389 of December 1st, was accord- 
ingly sent to the Spanish Minister of State drawing attention to 
the sudden and arbitrary seizure of property legally owned by 
American interests and I am enclosing herewith copies of the note 
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seat. At this rather critical time, the Ambassador believed that by 
ffllling attention to the monopoly’s sudden and arbitrary action and 
at the same time again reserving all American rights, General Primo 
de Bivera, who is never familiar with the details of technical organi- 
zation, might be brought to realize more forcibly the serious nature 
of the complications which had arisen and that Spain was not likely 
to obtain any compensating advantages. 

The Embassy has, moreover, reason to believe that General Primo 
de Bivera is already rather worried and irritated by the trouble 
that the monopoly has caused him, particularly as he had been as- 
sured . . . that the whole thing would be put through easily and 
with no trouble. For this reason, it seemed possible that Primo, 
irritated by the diplomatic representations in regard to the main- 
tenance of property rights made by several great powers, might 
conceivably either sweep away his subordiuates and change his policy, 
or might at least give orders to pay off all foreign interests involved 
at a fair value, in order to avoid future difSculties. 

The note in question was sent to the Spanish Government on 
Thursday evening and at the time of writing this despatch, no reply 
has been received. The Embassy has been informed, however, confi- 
dentially, that the note has already had a certain amount of effect 
as it has caused the Spanish Government to realize the difficulties 
of the position and that it has, moreover, had the effect of staying 
other seizures for the time being. 

The seizure of the Alicante plant has been made in a curious 
manner and would seem to show that the monopoly is acting in a 
rather confused and badly directed way. (See Embassy’s confiden- 
tial telegram No. 138 of Dec. 6, Noon). The monopoly officials, 
armed with Ministerial power, went to the plant, said that they only 
intended to use it temporarily for the storage of monopoly supplies 
and instructed the plant officials to take the necessary measures for 
unloading a part of a cargo. The local company officials made a 
formal protest before a notary and then conformed to orders. After 
the petroleum was unloaded, the monopoly officials informed the 
company that it would be responsible for the storage of the monopoly 
supplies imtil further orders and no offers whatsoever of compensa- 
tion or insurance payments were made. The company again lodged 
formal protest. 

This high-handed procedure has naturally placed the company in 
a very difficult position. It has, at least, avoided a danger which is, 
however, very likely to arise ia the near future. The company feared 
that, as the plant might be taken over by the monopoly iu its entarety 
without any valuation or proper inventory of the plant’s physical 
condition, its value might well deteriorate rapidly in Inefficient hands 
and that, when a Valuation Commission finally arrived, the monopoly 
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might state that any damages which had occurred was due to the 
condition of the plant before it had been taken over. 

The Embassy will forward by the next pouch copies of the formal 
protests which the company had made at the tune of the seizure of 

its Alicante installations.*® 

, , . • • 

In regard to the formal re<][uest for valuation and reimbursement 
which Babel and Nervion, the Standard Oil of New Jersey subsidiary 
addressed to the Minister of Finance, on December 5th, and which 
is referred to in the telegram abovementioned. No. 132 [1S5'] , I am 
unable to forward copies of this letter today owing to shortage of 
clerical staff. The summary of it which, however, is given in my 
telegram, will I believe, give the Department the essential facts which 
the company has brought forward and I will forward the text of the 
letter itself by the next pouch. 

I have [etc.] Percy Blair 

[Enclosure 1 — ^Translation] 

The Oompa^ia Arrendaiaria del Mowpolio de Pefroleos S. A, to the 
Iriduatrids Bahel y Nermon 

The General Bureau of tlae Stamp Tax, as of today’s date, com- 
municates to me the following: : 

^^Your Excellency Having recourse to the authorization which 
was conceded to this Bureau by Boyal Order, recorded in the Council 
of Ministers, of the 22nd of this month, I hereby order, as of this 
date, the seizure of the whole or part of the installation which the 
“Industrias Babel y Nervion” Company owns in Alicante, as also 
the means of transport and sales which, for their supplies, depend 
on said installation, as the necessity may arise, in order that the 
important zone whose supplies are controlled from the installation 
in Alicante, may not experience a shortage of liquid fuel ; and with 
due regard to the indemnization applying in accordance vrith Article 
10 of the Royal Decree-Law of the 28th of June last. 

“Which I transmit to you for your information and guidance* 

“May the Lord keep you many years. — ^Madrid, SOtli November, 
1927. 

“Signed : The Director General. Andres Amado, and sealed* 

“To the President of the Board of Directors of the Compafiia 
Arrendataria del Monopolio de Petroleos, S. A.” 

Which I in turn transmit to you for your information and guidance. 

The Lord keep you many years. 

Madrid, 30th November, 1927. 

CoMPANIA ArEENUATABIA IML MOKOEOmO 
DE Petroleos S. A* 

A t^ice President of the Board of 
Directors: 

Marqoez de Coetwa 

* Not printed, 
p, 70S. 
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CEnclosure 2] 

The American Amhassador {Sammond) to the Spanish Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs {Estella) 

No. 389 Madrid, December i, 19^7. 

Exceluenct: I have tlie honor to inform Your Excellency that I 
have just learned of the seizure by the petroleum monopoly as of 
today’s date of the Alicante petroleum installations of the Babel and 
Nervion Company, which is largely owned by American interests. 

I understand that this particular plant has been taken over without 
compensation, and, moreover, that no arrangements have been made 
by the petroleum monopoly for its appraisal, as provided for in the 
several decrees establishing the monopoly. I am further informed 
that no time has been set for the appraisal of the properties of the 
above referred to company considered as a whole, with a view to 
compensation for the part which has not yet been seized but which 
is necessarily gravely prejudiced by the above mentioned partial 
expropriation. 

Your Excellency’s Note Verbod No. 269, of November 16, 1927, 
regarding this subject, in reply to my memorandum No. 379, of 
November 10, 1927,“ has been referred to my Government for its con- 
sideration, and I have telegraphically informed my Government of 
the partial seizure of the American interests above referred to. 

Pending the receipt of instructions from my Government, I have 
the honor to inform Your Excellency that I must reserve all Amer- 
ican rights in the premises. 

I avail myself [etc.] Ogden H. Hammond 

352.1153 St 2/8 

The Charge in Spam {Blair) ta the Secretary of State 

No. 679 Madrid, Deomiber H, 19S7. 

[Received December 30.] 

Sbs: I have the honor to refer to the Department’s telegraphic 
instructions No. 100 of December 7th last, 5 p. m., and No. 101 of 
December 9th last, 6 p. m.,*® in which the Embassy was instructed to 
make further representations to the Spanish Government in regard 
to the treatment which the Department expected would be accorded to 
American inter^ts in Spain, to be taken over by the Petroleum 
Monopoly. I am enclosing herewith the text of the Embassy’s Note 
to the Spanish Minister of State under date of December 12th, 1927, 
which I believe conforms to the spirit of the Department’s instruction. 

In my telegimn No. 136 of December 8th last, 1 p. m.,®* I reported 

“ Iiatter not printed. 

• Not piTlnted. 

82 S 422 — 4 e— Tol. m 51 
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that the British Ambassador had been instructed to make further 
representations on the above subject to the Spanish Government and 
I am enclosiag herewith the text of the British Note.®* 

In my telegram Ko. 136 of December 8th last, 1 p. m., I informed 
the Department that the French Ambassador had been instructed to 
make strong representations to the Spanish Government, such repre- 
sentations to be based on the apparent violation of the Treaty rights 
of French corporations and citizens by the Monopoly decrees, and the 
procedure which the Monopoly has adopted up to date. The French 
Ambassador informed me that his instructions left him considerable 
discretion in regard to the points he should raise in his Note, always 
provided that he based his representations on the above referred to 
principles. I am now enclosing herewith copies of the French text 
of the French Ambassador’s note to the Spanish Minister of State, 
together with the Embassy’s English translation thereof.®* 

In the Department’s telegraphic instruction No. 101, of December 
9th last, 6 p. m., I note the Department’s desire to have the representa- 
tions made quite separately from those which might be made by the 
French Government, and when I informed the Department in a pre- 
vious telegram that I had been advised that a French Note was in 
course of preparation, I had no idea of associating in any way tbia 
Embassy’s representations with those to be made on behalf of the 
French Government. The French Ambassador had, in the course of 
a conversation, told me in a general way of the points which he in- 
tended to raise, and I believed that the Department might possibly 
desire to know the trend of the French representations before again 
callinjg attention to the points raised by this Embassy with the Spanidb 
Forei^ Office. 

In my telegram No. 139 of December 13th last, 1 p. m.,»® the prin- 
cipal points raised in the French Note under reference are briefly 
reported, and it seems to me that the French have made a strong and 
able exposition of their case. In a subsequent despatch I am reporting 
on other developments which have taken place during the past week in 
connection with the Petroleum Monopoly. 

I have [etc.] 

[Bnclosiire] 

The Amenom OUrgi {Blair) ta the Spanish Minister of State for 
F oreign Affairs {EsteUa) 

MAjmsi, December 1% ISer. 

H^xcasmBNor: I have the honor to refer to the Ambassador’s Note 
No. 3^, of December 1st last, in which Your Excellency’s attention 
was drawn to the fact that the Alicante Petroletun plant of the 

••Not printed. 
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Babel and Nervion Company, largely owned by American interests, 
had been seized by the Petroleum Monopoly before appraisal and 
without compensation to the interests affected. The Ambassador 
further informed Your Excellency therein that the American Gov- 
ernment had been apprised of this action. 

I now have the honor to inform Your Excellency that my Govern- 
ment is concerned by reports of the seizure by the Petroleum 
Monopoly of properties used for the importation and distribution 
of petroleum products, without any previous estimation of their 
value, or any arrangement providing for compensation for the value 
of the property from the time of such seizure. In the Embassy’s 
Memorandum No. 379, left with Your Excellency on November 10th 
last, the Ambassador outlined briefly the point of view of the Ameri- 
can Government regarding payment for property belonging to 
American interests which the Monopoly might take over, as well as 
other property thereby prejudiced. 

In view of the seizures which have taken place since this date, my 
Government now instructs me to reiterate to Your Excellency that 
it looks to the Spanish Government for full and fair compensation 
for all American interests concerned, and that it expects that 
measures will be promptly taken for the evaluation and compensa- 
tion, not only for property which has been seized up to the present 
time, but for the remaining property of the interests involved, which 
very naturally and reasonably may be considered to have suffered 
damages by reason of the seizures, and which is indeed gravely 
prejudiced from the point of view of conducting the Companies’ 
normal business. 

I am likewise instructed to inform Your Excellency that my Gov- 
ernment expects that the Companies affected will be adequately 
indemnified for the use of any plant taken over by the Monopoly, 
for the period covered from the time of seizure to the time that 
appraisal and compensation are made for the property affected. 

I avail myself [etc.] Pebct BnAXa 

352.116$ St 2/10 

Tha Ohargi in Spam to the Seoretcery of State 

No. 686 MAniUD, December H, 1987. 

[Received December 30.] 

Sm: I have the honor to refer to the Embassy’s despatch No. 665 
of December 7th 1927, in regard to the activities of the Petroleum 
Monopoly recently established in Spain, and to submit a further re- 
port on this subject. 

In my despat^ written this morning No. 679, 1 transmitted to the 
Department copies of the Embassy’s Note of December 12th to the 
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Spanish Minister of State in regard to the recent seizures of property 
belonging largely to American interests, by the Petroleum Monopoly. 
Copies of the British Note of December 6th and the French Note of 
December 10th having to do with this subject were also transmitted 
with this despatch.*® 

In the Embassy’s telegram No. 185 of December 7th last, 3 p. m., 
reference was made to the formal protest, dated December 5th, which 
the Babel and Nervion Company had sent to the Minister of Finance 
in regard to tbie partial seizure of its property and its legal rights in 
regard to valuation and compensation. I am informed that the Com- 
pany’s protest was drafted in collaboration with Mr. De La Cieiwa, 
one of the most able lawyers in Spain, and the Department will note 
that the Company claims compensation for the value of its trade 
marks, good will, and the value of its business as a going concern. 
Mr. De La Cierva advises the Company that these assets have been 
recognized by decisions of Spanish courts and that the Company is 
well within its rights in claiming indemnities for intangible values. 
I am transmitting herewith copies of the Spanish and English text 
of the Company’s protest above referred to, and also, copies of the 
Finance Minister’s formal acknowledgment dated December 7th 
last.** 

On page 3 of the Embassy’s despatch No. 666 of December 7th last, 
reference is made to the seizure of a part of the Alicante plant of the 
Babel and Nervion Company, and to the fact that at the time of seiz- 
ure, the Company made a formal protest before obeying the order of 
seizure. The protests in question were drawn up by the Company’s 
legal advisers in order that the Company’s position should be clearly 
set forth in the future, and as I believe these protests may be of in- 
terest to the Department, I am transmitting herewith the Spanish 
text together with an English translation thereof.” 

On December 10th last, Babel and Nervion Company received a 
further communication from the Monopoly Company directing the 
seizure of Babel arid Nervion’s plant at Valencia. I am enclosing 
herewith copies in Spanish and English of the Monopoly’s communi- 
cation. I am informed by the Director of the Babel and Nervion Com- 
pany that the same formal protests will be lodged when seizure occurs 
as in the cases of Alicante seizure. 

As reported in several previous telegrams and despatches, it is 
more than ever apparent that both Government and Monopoly ofiScials 
are trying to cope with problems which are far beyond their experi- 
ence, and the hap-hazard method of seizure, of buying supplies piece- 

“ Neither printed. 

“Acknowledgment not printed. 

“Not printed. 
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meal, wherever possible, and of administration, all show the utter 
confusion of the present situation. 

According to the Koyal Decree providing for the Monopoly, the new 
Company should take over all operations having to do with the im- 
portation and distribution of petroleum products on January 1st. 
This would seem to be practically impossible, and the situation be- 
comes more confused day by day. The various companies involved 
take the position that tliey wish to conform to the strict letter of the 
Monopoly Decrees, as they believe this method is best calculated to 
protect their interests. For this reason, they believe it best to close 
down all operations formally on January 1st 1928, and throw the 
whole burden of the country’s petrolemn business on the Monopoly. 
They realise that such a procedure may possibly expose them to arbi- 
trary JBnes, and many difficulties with the Monopoly Company, but 
their legal advisers maintain that this method will force the Govern- 
ment’s hand and may well produce a Royal Decree taking over the 
whole properties of the several companies. Such action would to 
some extent clarify the situation, as the Government would then be 
placed in the position of having to take over and compensate for 
the properties as a whole. At the moment the administrative ma- 
chinery for valuation of the property hardly exists, and yet according 
to the existing decrees, the valuation should be completed in the im- 
mediate future. The Embassy has been informed that the present 
plan for ultimate valuation is as follows : 

“The country has been divided up into seven zones, and each zone 
has been placed in charge of a commission, and with each of these com- 
missions IS associated a representative of each of the companies having 
property to be expropriated in that zone. These commissions merely 
make a physical inventory of the properties to be expropriated, noting 
at the same time the condition of the material, but they do not enter 
in any way into the question of placing any valuations. 

“"Wnen these seven commissions have completed their work of in- 
ventorying, their reports are then to be assembled in Madrid and a 
general commission is to be formed with which will also be associated 
representatives of each of the petroleum companies, and it is this com- 
mission which will place the valuations on the properties to be 
expropriated.” 

It would obviously be impossible to complete the valuation along 
these lines before January 1st, when the Monopoly should officially 
start operations, and it would therefore appear that seizures on a very 
extended scale before valuation, and without compensation, are likely 
to take place in the immediate future. Such a method exposes the 
property of the Companies to great dangers, and yet at the moment, 
they are powerless to resist the seizures which are being carried out. 

As an instance in point, motor trucks belonging to the Standard OH 
subsidiary, Babel and Nervion, have been seized and are now being 
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used by the Monopoly. No appraisal of the value or investigation 
of the condition of the trucks was made, and it is obvious that in the 
hands of inexperienced drivers, serious damages to tibe material will 
result, of which the Monopoly may, under the circumstances, well 
refuse to take accoimt. 

Absolutely nothing is allowed to appear in the press in regard to 
the high-handed methods or the difficulties of the Monopoly, in con- 
sequence the town is filled with rumors of every sort in re^rd to future 
events. Many people still seem to hope against hope that some sort 
of an internal explosion will occur and that Primo may yet find 
an excuse to sweep aside the Monopoly. This however seeins very 
improbable at the moment, due to tiie large, if unwieldy and ineffec- 
tive, organization which has already been brought into being. The 
consensus of opinion among diplomatic officers is that the Govern- 
ment has now gone too far to retreat and that although General 
Primo de Eivera is really disgusted with the whole affair, he wiU 
nevertheless do everything possible to save the Government’s face and 
pretend that the Monopoly is going on successfully. 

At the moment no intimation has been received in regard to the 
attitude which the Spanish Government will take up concerning the 
protests regarding the seizures which have been made by the Amer- 
ican, British and French Embassies. The Briti sh and French Am- 
bassadors have, however, promised to communicate with me im- 
mediately when they receive a reply to their notes, and I shall keep 
the Department fully informed by telegram of any developments of 
outstanding importance. 

I have [etc.] Peect Bnam 

[Enclosure 1 — ^Translation] 

TAe Industrias Babel y Nervion to the Spamsh Mmister of Fincmoe 

{Sotelo) 

Tour ExcastiBNox: In Article 10 of the R. D. of June 28th, 1927, 
it is established that the Compafiia Arrendataria del Monopolio, will 
take over all the factories, depots, pumps and whatsoever other in- 
stallations there may be, destined to the importation, manipulation, 
storage and distribution of petroleum products covered by the Mo- 
nopoly; that it will expropriate and will pay the amount of the 
industrial value of such property, at the choice of the respective pro- 
prietors, either in shares of the Company, regulating the effective 
value by the same n omin al, or in cash. The valuation will be made by 
a jury composed of three representatives of the State, one of the Com- 
pany, and another of the expropriated party, against which accord 
there may be recourse to the Council of Ministers. 

It is also stated in Article 10 that the valuation of the properties 
win be complettiy finished within a period of three months from date 
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of the definite adjudication of the tender to the Company. In spite 
of what is established in the aforesaid article of the R. D. in question, 
which cannot be taken as in opposition to that laid down in Article 
10 of the Constitution, and Article 349 of the Civil Code, it is a fact 
that part of our installation in Alicante has been seized without pre- 
vious valuation and payment, the legal protests to this effect having 
been duly formulated, and which we consider pertinent to the case 
on account of this expropriation having been carried out before the 
payment of the corresponding indemnization. 

In view of the rapid procedure which has to be followed with 
regard to the valuation of property, we expected that a complemen- 
tary disposition to article 10 of the aforesaid R. D. would have been 
dictated, giving instructions to the Valuation Jury with regard to 
the manner and scope with which the valuation of installations! 
should be carried out, and as, up to the moment, no such dispo- 
sition has been published to this effect, we beg to call Your Excel- 
lency’s attention to the fact that, in our opinion, first, the Com- 
pania Arrendataria is obliged, not only by the aforesaid R. D. 
creating the Monopoly, but also by that laid down by the above- 
mentioned article 10, to take over all the factories, depots, pumps 
and whatsoever kind of installations, which may be destined to the 
importation, manipulation, storage and distribution of petroleum 
products, and which, consequently, can be subject to no choice or 
elimination under any circumstances, as all assets must be acquired 
in totality and without exception whatsoever, by the Oompania 
Arrendataria. 

We also consider that included in the valuation must be that which 
is known as goodwill, that is, trade marks, tenancy rights, other 
rights, such as clientele, credit, contracted expenses and publicity 
contracts, and any other kind of propaganda. 

Likewise we consider that the Oompania Arrendataria, in favor of 
which other petroleum companies are to be expropriated, must take 
over all financial obligations of the firms to disappear, such as, — ^for 
the same reason, — obligations contracted with these companies’ na- 
tional and foreign staff of employees and agents, and the correspond- 
ing indemnizations for forced renimciation of their services. 

We also wish to insist with regard to the necessity of the opera- 
tions of valuation, liquidation and payment of the corresponding 
indemnizations be previous to the expropriation of property, as only 
in this way can the expropriation be carried out in accordance with 
the dispositions in force, and should it be done in any other way 
this would give the seizure of property a character of confiscation, 
which, up to the present time has not been sanctioned by the laws 
of Spain. 
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In making the above expressions of opinion, we are not inspired 
by any other wish than that of following the procedure as laid down 
by the E, D.-Law of June 28th, which is the respect as far as possible, 
of rights acquired. 

Both in the aforesaid legal disposition and in the declarations of 
ministers published to this effect, it has been insisted upon that the 
Government, on implanting the Monopoly, wished to indemnify all 
damage caused thereby to existing firms, and to those dedicated to 
this business with the support of the Spanish laws. In the name of 
this same law, we request the explanations aforementioned, trusting 
that Tour Excellency will take into account same, and that a Royal 
Order will be dictated in explanation, establishing also the regula- 
tions and instructions in the manner expressed above, to the 
valuation jury. 

May the Lord keep you many years. 

Madrid, 5th December, 1927. 

[File copy not signed] 

[Enclosure 2 — Translation] 

The Oonvpama Arrendataria. del Monopolio de Petroleog S. A. to the 
Indmirias Babel y Nervion 

The General Bureau of the Stamp Tax informs me as of this 
date as follows : 

“Excellent Sir: Making use of the authorization which has been 
conceded to this Bureau by tiie Royal Order, accorded in Council 
of Ministers on November 22nd last, I have ordered, as of this date, 
the seizure of the installations which iNDtrsoBiAS Babsl t Neevion 
owns in Valencia, on the basis of the corresponding indemniM.tion, and 
in a^ordance with the procedure of expropriation as laid down in 
Article 10 of the Royal Decree-Law of June 28th last. — Which I pass 
on to you for your information and guidance. — 

“May the Lord keep you many years. 

Madrid, 7th December 1927. The Director General Andres 
Amado.” 

Which I in turn communicate to you for your information and 
guidance. 

, May the Lord keep you many years. 

Madrid, 9th December 1927. 

CoMPANiA Aerbndatabia dui Monopolto 
DB Pbteoieos S. a. 

Anastasio 

Director Gmercd 
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352.1163 St 2/7 : Telegram 

The Charge m Spam {Blair) to the Secretary of State 

Madrid, December 19^ 1$B7 — p. m. 

[Received 6:20 p. m.] 

142. Embassy’s 133, December 6th, 12 noon. On December 15th the 
petroleum monopoly seized a part of Malaga plant owned 45 per- 
cent by Standard Oil, New Jersey, and 43 [SSf] percent French cap- 
italists before valuation and without any previous notification to the 
company as given them in case of Valencia and Alicante seizures. 
No compensation or promises thereof was given at the time of the 
seizure. I have just seen a strong and energetic note of protest 
which the French Ambassador has sent to Primo asking for an 
immediate reply to his note of December lOth.^® French Ambassador 
again points out that methods of seizure contravene Spanish treaties, 
constitution and civil code. See Embassy’s 139 December 13, 1 P. M.®* 
American, British and French protests therein referred to so far 
unanswered. 

[Paraphrase.] I believe that now would be an opportune time to 
present strong verbal protests to Primo de Rivera against the high- 
handed action of the oil monopoly in seizing foreign-owned property. 
Representations of this kind would be much strengthened should I 
receive authority to inform him that the Department is seriously 
concerned by the most recent seizure described above and urgently 
to request that immediate and full compensation be granted to the 
American interests whose property is affected. [End paraphrase.] 

Blair 


352.1153 St 2/7 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Charge in Spain {Blair) 

[Paraphrase] 

WASHTNaTON, December tO, 19^7 — S p. m. 

104. Your telegram 142 of December 19, 4 p. m. The action of 
the Spanish Government in seizing properties of American oil com- 
panies in Spain without previous payment of proper indemnity as 
provided by article 349 of the Spanish Civil Code has created a very 
unfavorable impression in this country. In addition, the seizure 
of the Malaga properties without even previous notification to the 
company is causing this Government serious concern. What appears 

“Not printed. 

“Not printed. For sQlistance, see final paragraph of despatch No. 679, Dec. 
14, 1907, p. 706. 
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to be a suspension of the Spanish Civil Code and the arbitrary acts 
committed by the Spanish Government in the course of its operation 
of the monopoly cause a belief in this country that in Spain the law 
does not now protect property or property rights. It is unnecessary 
to point out that it would be imfortunate if this belief receives 
further corroboration. 

The foregoing may be brought to the attention of the Spanish 
Government and you may refer once more to the views of this Gov- 
ernment in the matter of compensation as indicated in the Depaii> 
meat’s 100, of December 7, 5 p. m. 

Olds 


362.11B8St2/16 

The Charge m Spain {Blair) to the Secretary of State 

No. 704 Madeh), December W, 19B7. 

[Received January 7, 1928.] 

Sm : I have the honor to refer to the Embassy’s despatches No. 679 
and No. 685, both dated December 14th last, in regard to recent de- 
velopments in connection with the establishment of the Petroleum 
Monopoly in Spain, and submit a further report on this subject. 

On December 16th, I met the British and French Ambassadors at 
a dinner at the Italian Embassy, and they both informed me that they 
had had no reply to their Notes of protest sent at the end of last week. 
The French Ambassador said, however, that he had met General 
Primo de Rivera at a reception the day before, that he had called his 
attention to the French Note of protest of December 10th (transmitted 
with the Embassy’s despatch No. 685 of December 14th ),^® and that he 
had urgently requested a reply. The French Ambassador said that 
Primo informed him that he had not seen the Note of protest, but 
that he would look into the matter at onca 

As no reply had been received to the Note which this Embassy had 
addressed to Primo de Rivera on December 12th, in accordance with 
the Department’s instructions, before beginning this despatch I asked 
the French and British Embassies if they had received a reply to their 
Notes above referred to, and was informed that no reply had been 
received. The French .Ambassador told me, however, that he had just 
addressed another strong Note of protest to General Primo de Rivera 
referring to his Note of December 10th, and requesting an immediate 
reply. The last Note of the French Embassy is referred to in the 
Embassy’s telegram No. 142 of December 19, 4 p. m. This Note was 
read to me by the French Ambassador, and I shall endeavor to for- 
ward a copy of it to the Department by the next pouch. 


‘’French, note not printed. 
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In regard to the confidential part of the Embassy’s telegram No. 142 
of December 19, 4 p. m., in which reference is made to the desirability 
of further representations to the Spanish Government, in view of the 
recent high-handed seizure of the Standard Oil Company’s Malaga 
plant, I have reason to believe that Primo is being consistently mis- 
informed in regard to developments by his subordinates, who have 
wished to keep him in ignorance of the serious consequences which are 
likely to follow the Monopoly’s high-handed methods of seizure, and 
I believe that if the situation were more fully explained to him, a 
change of policy in regard to expropriation might well result. The 
conversation which was reported to me . . . yesterday confirms this 
view, and the substance of it is as follows : 

Senor Anastasio, the Managing Director of the Monopoly, a well 
to do Catalan banker, said that the payment of the foreign interests 
involved would be a heavy charge on the Government, that the Mo- 
nopoly would have to ask aid of the Government to meet these 
charges, and that the bankers in the Syndicate could hardly be ex- 
pected to be responsible for expropriations which were made necessary 
by the Government’s Monopoly policy. 

It seems strange that this most important phase of tbe matter was 
not more fully considered at an earlier date, and that the capital of 
the monopoly was not made sufficiently large to meet all charges, in 
order to avoid friction. This procedure would seem to show very 
well that insufficient study was given to the Govermnent’s plans, and 
that the Government has been badly advised from the start. 

On page three of the Embassy’s despatch No. 685 above referred 
to, reference is made to the Monopoly’s order of seizure for the Babel 
and Nervion Company’s Valencia plant. On December 14th, the 
seizure of part of the Valencia plant took place. The seized property 
consisted of three tanks, a certain amount of miscellaneous material 
used in connection with the discharge of tank steamers, and about 
600,000 liters of gasoline. The Company’s representative at Valencia 
made the same formal protest before a Notary as in the case of the 
Alicante seizures (see page 3 of the Embassy’s despatch No. 666 of 
December 7th). 

No valuation or inventory was made of the seized property at 
Valencia, and the Company naturally anticipates that the property 
seized will deterioriate considerably before any appraisal is made. 
From the Company’s point of view, seizure of parts of its plant 
at various localities is particularly serious, because not only are 
normal operations greatly hindered, but the natural presumption 
seems to be that the Monopoly only wishes to take a certain part 
of the plant for its own use in the future, and leave the rest practically 
useless on the Company’s hands. For the Department’s information, 
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I am transmitting herewith the Spanish and English texts of the 
protest of the Babel and Nervion Company at the time of the partial 
seizure of the Valencia plant above referred to.*^ 

In the Embassy’s telegram No. 142 of December 19th, 4 p. m., 
reference is made to the latest seizure of property by the Monopoly 
at Malaga. In this case, the property seized belongs to the Sociedad 
Espanola de Compras y Fletamentos, which, I am reliably informed, 
is owned 46.25% by the Standard Oil of New Jersey, 33.32% by 
several French capitalists, and 21.43% by Spanish interests. The 
seizure which took place on the 15th was made without any notifi- 
cation to the head office of the Company in question (the Managing 
Director of this Company is the Standard Oil representative in 
Spain, W. L. Brewster), and in consequence, the formal protests 
before a Notary, which were made in the cases of the Alicante and 
Valencia seizures of Babel and Nervion’s property, could not be made. 
This last seizure has very naturally produced a protest from the 
Company, and I am enclosing herewith the Spanish and English 
texts of a protest which Mr. Brewster, the Managing Director, has 
addressed to the Minister of Finance. I am also enclosing the French 
text of a letter which this Company wrote to the French Ambassador 
at the time of the Malaga seizure.^^ This last seizure, made in an 
even more arbitrary form than the others, h4s greatly disturbed the 
French Ambassador, owing to the considerable amount of French 
capital involved, and had a great deal to do with his last energetic 
Note of protest sent on December 19th, above referred to. 

In the Embassy’s telegram No. 143 of December 19, 5 p. ref- 
erence is made to the seizure by the French authorities at Algiers of 
two ships carrying Soviet gasoline for the Monopoly. The Porto 
Pi Company, which was the first organization to be seized by the 
Monopoly, has long been engaged in bringing Soviet petroleum prod- 
ucts to Spain, and there has always been considerable friction be- 
tween the Shell, Standard and Porto Pi interests. Apparently the 
Spanish Government believed that it could profit by the Poirto Pi 
Russian-Soviet contract in order to assure a part of the supplies 
needed by the Monopoly, and for this reason, the Porto Pi organiza- 
tion was seized in its entirety. 

As set forth briefly in the Embassy’s telegram No. 148 above re- 
ferred to, a strange situation has now develope<3, owing to the fact 
that ^e Porto Pi Company does not really hold the contract. The 
Spanish Government, which never seems to be well informed in 
regard to the techmcal details of 'organization, apparently ignored 
the real state of aflairs, and received' a iTide sho^ when it found out 


“Not printed.. 
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that the actual contract was not held in Spain at all, and had only 
been used under a sort of working agreement. The Embassy has been 
informed that the French banking firm of Bauer and Marchal 
advanced a considerable amount of money to the Soviet in the past, 
in order to secure this contract, and that very naturally this firm 
wishes to profit by the situation which has arisen and is only willing 
to cede the contract at a very high price, which so far the Spanish 
Government has been unwilling to pay. 

The question of the supplies which the Monopoly will be able to 
obtain in the near future is now one of very considerable interest, as 
many well informed people believe that notwithstanding the boast- 
ful statements to the effect that supplies were assured, this is very 
far from being the case. The Managing Director of the Standard 
Oil Company believes that not more than a full month^s supply of pe- 
troleum products is now in Spain, and this contrasts strongly with 
the former situation, when the large Companies always maintained 
a fuirfeupply for three or four months. The fact that the Monopoly 
is negotiating with almost any interest able to supply petroleum 
would seem to show that it is fearful of a possible shortage. Very 
naturally, foreign interests involved hope that should the Monopoly 
fail to secure supplies, General Primo de Rivera may step in and 
sweep the Monopoly aside. Here, of course, the wish is father to 
the hope, and it is evident that the Spanish Government is now 
so deeply committed to the Monopoly scheme that everything possible 
will be done to make the public believe that it is proceeding success- 
fully. 

I have [etc.] Pehot BjjAtr 

[Enclosure — Translation ] 

The Managing Director of the Sooiedad Esfanola de Compras y 

Fletamentoa (Brewster') to the Spanish Minister of Finance 

(Sotelo) 

Madrid, 16 Deoemher, 19117. 

Your ExcEuuENcr: With, all the energy compatible with the re- 
spect due to orders emanating from the Government of His Majesty, 
we come before you to protest against the unusual fact of the Cia. 
Arrendataria del Monopolio de Petroleos having proceeded to the 
seizure of the greater part of the installation which this Company 
owns in Malaga, known as “La Concepcidn” for the receiving and 
storage of mineral oils, without this seizure having even been pre- 
ceded by the communication to this Company of the decision of the 
General Bureau of the Stamp Tax on the basis of which said seizure 
has been effected. 

With this last fact the gravity of the infractions committed by said 
seizure is increased, in view of its being an open violation of the 
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rights of property, upheld by article 10 of the present Constitution 
of the Spanish Monarchy, article 349 of the present Civil Code, 
article 10 of the Royal Decree of the 28th June 1927, and article 3 
of the present Law of Forced Expropriation, as we are thereby de- 
prived of our property, not only without previous indemnization for 
its value, but also without same having even been fixed nor discussion 
entered into with regard to same. 

In view of this state of affairs we make every reserve to Your Ex- 
cellency respecting the rights which will uphold us when the time 
comes to claim such indemnizations as violated rights may justi^. 
We feel sure that, the upright example of your Excellency will not 
allow the right which we have to be hidden when we make the 
reserves abovementioned, as we are sure that when the time comes 
we shall find proper assistance forthcoming from the Government for 
the due compensation of the damages caused us, and which we cannot 
pass over in silence as this would be taken as a renunciation or ac- 
ceptance which we cannot in any way admit. 

This, and no other, is the object of this letter, which we have to 
conclude stating that we have confidence that we ^all find in Your 
Excellency the necessary assistance against what we consider opposed 
to the spirit at the back of the creation and implantation of the Pe- 
troleum Monopoly, founded on the basis of a recognition and respect 
for the rights established, and which are disregarded in the occur- 
rence which we regret. 

Yours very truly, 

W. L. Brewsxek 


8S2.6888/97 

The Charge in Bfain {Blair) to the Secretary of Staie 

Ho. 710 Madhto, December SS, 1$IS7. 

[Received January 12, 1928.] 

Sie; I have the honor to inform the Department that a gift of 
one million pesetas has been made by the Concessionary Company of 
the Petroleum Monopoly as “Commission for the adjudication of the 
monopoly in its favor”. 

In the Gcweta de Madrid of December 16th last there appeased a 
Royal Decree, copy of which is transmitted herewith, for the I^part- 
ment’s information,^ directing that the above sum be distributed 
among the employees of the enterprises engaged in the sa l e of 
petroleum affected by the monopoly who are discharged on account 
of the disappearance of such enterprises because of their incorpora- 
tion in the above-mraationed monopoly. 


“Not printed. 
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It is further directed that a board composed of a delegate of the 
Treasury as President, an official of the civil Government and the 
provincial representative of the Petroleum Monopoly will prepare in 
each Province and send to the administrative headquarters, between 
the date of publication of the Decree and the end of the year, a report 
in which will figure the name of each employee who has been dis- 
charged or will be discharged up to tlie 1st of January, 1928, together 
with the firm in which he worked, his length of service, age, salary 
and family burdens. 

Finally, a central committee, composed of the state representative 
of the Petroleum Monopoly Board as President and two advisors of 
the Monopoly, and two officials of the Monopoly Company, will con- 
sider the data submitted and determine for his Majesty’s Government 
the distribution of the million peseta gift. 

I have [etc.] ' Pehct Blais 

882.1153 St2/18 

The CJiargi in Spain {Blair) to the Secretary of State 

No. 713 Madbid, December 2^, 19^. 

[Beceived January 12, 1928.] 

Sis: In compliance with the Department’s confidential telegraphic 
instruction No. 104 of December 20th, 5 p. m., I have the honor to 
report that I had an interview with Primo de Bivera this morning 
and presented a note, a copy of which is transmitted herewith, em- 
bodying the Department’s instructions abovementioned. A brief re- 
port of this interview will be made in the Embassy’s telegram No. 
144 of December 27th, 1927.^® Mr. Grummon accompanied me, as 
I wished to be able to make an accurate report to the Department, the 
whole conversation being carried on in Spanish. 

At the beginning of the interview, I took occasion to inform Primo 
de Bivera that my Government was gravely concerned by the action 
of the Spanish authorities acting on behalf of the Petroleum Monop- 
oly in seizing without appraisal, indemnification, and in some oases, 
without any notice, property belonging to American interests in 
Spain. General Primo de Bivera said that he was not familiar with 
the technical details of these cases, that the situation was an excep- 
tional one and that, under the circumstances, he thought it would be 
better to have me take up the questions in greater detail with the 
Minister of Finance, Senor Calvo Sotelo. He at once called the 
Minister by telephone and arranged to have Sotelo receive me as soon 
as my interview with him was finished. A report in regard to the 
interview with the Minister of Finance follows later in this despatch. 


Not printed. 



718 


I’OREIGN RELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME HI 


The main points brought out in the course of a general discussion of 
the situation with Primo de Eivera were as follows : 

1. That the Council of Ministers in considering the question of 
indemnification to foreign companies expropriated for the benefit of 
the Spanish Petroleum Monopoly, would ^^deal generously with them’’ 
in accordance with his orders. However, the Marques de Estella 
pointed out that in the nature of things, the oil companies would 
never be satisfied with the treatment of the Spanish Government no 
matter how generous and would, in any event, consider themselves 
entitled to greater compensation than they would receive. I here 
pointed out that I did not believe that the companies wished to make 
any unfair claims, that they recognized the Monopoly as a fact 
and that they now only wished to liquidate their businesses and 
leave Spain, always provided that they received fair treatment. I 
pointed out, however, that it seemed obviously unfair suddenly to 
put an end to a business originally established in accordance with 
the existing Spanish legislation without recognizing its value as 
a going concern for which, moreover, the Monopoly Decree itself 
seemed to provide when it spoke of payment for the “industrial 
value” of the properties expropriated. 

Greneral Primo de Eivera said that he did not know exactly how 
this would be worked out, although mentioning that he considered 
that the State was supreme in such questions and he said that it 
had better be discussed with the Finance Minister. 

As the interview ended, Primo stated that my note verbal would 
be answered promptly and wrote a notation to this effect on the 
note in my presence and also an instruction to the Secretary General 
to answer in his reply the specific points raised in oim previous notes. 
During our conversation I ignored the note which I received this 
morning and of which a copy is transmitted herewith, as I wished to 
get Prime’s ideas apart from his subordinates’ and did not wish to 
discuss the note in question, which, as the Department will see, does 
not contain any satisfactory answer to the precise questions addressed 
to the Spanish Government in past communications. 

Primo said that he thought our various notes had received an- 
swers, but I pointed out that the question of the extra-legal seizures 
and the basis on which seized property would finally be indemnified 
had not been satisfactorily arranged and that, for this reason, I 
wished to obtain assurances in regard to the policy of the Spanish 
Government. Primo reiterated that this policy would be to buy 
out the interest affected on a generous basis, but he did not commit 
himself in regard to details. 

I received the general impression both from the interview above 
outlined and the subsequent interview with Senor Calvo Sotelo that 
both Ministers were really rather adiamed of the procedure of seiz- 
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ure, as several times during the conversation, reference was made 
to the extraordinary circumstances, the necessity of quick action and 
the fact that the Petroleum Monopoly had to he brought into 
immediate operation. 

Interview With Senoh Calvo Soxeio 

Senor Calvo Sotelo received me, accompanied by Mr. Grummon, a 
few minutes after my interview with General Primo de Eivera and 
I communicated to him the views of my Government regarding com- 
pensation of American interests affected by the Petroleum Monopoly. 
I also informed the Minister that my Government was concerned in 
regard to the illegal seizures and that these seizures were creating 
a most unfavorable impression in the United States because the im- 
plication was that neither the Civil Code nor the Monopoly Decree 
of July 28th last were being observed, to which he replied that the 
Decree of October 17th superseded the abovementioned Decree and 
that, in view of the extraordinary character of the Monopoly Decree, 
the provisions of the Civil Code conflicting with it had necessarily 
to be set aside. 

Although he did not say so in so many words, the obvious impli- 
cation is that the latest Eoyal Decree issued on any subject (which 
apparently is always exceptional) takes precedence over and sets 
aside any constitutional provision, the Civil Code, or previous Boyal 
Decree, therefore leaving foreign interests in Spain absolutely at 
the mercy of the whim of an irresponsible Dictatorship. 

In view of the above, I respectfully suggest to the Department that 
American interests which may contemplate starting new enterprises 
in Spain, be confidentially apprised of this extraordinary situation. 

The subject of the arbitrary seizures, in some cases without any 
notice at all, then came up, and the Minister said that, in view of the 
large number of expropriations which had had to be made within 
the last few days, it has been found impossible to advise each com- 
pany of the seizure. He, however, assured me that the expropriations 
would be completed shortly, that Boards of Appraisal were about to 
function and that the results of their labor could be expected within 
a few weeks. I here pointed out that, under the procedure to be 
followed by the expropriating authorities, these authorities, and 
indeed, the Council of Ministers were in the position of both judge 
and defendant, and that the nominal recourse to the Council of Min- 
isters against alleged unfair treatment of the Boards of Appraisal 
was, in reality, no guarantee of fair treatment, inasmuch as the 
Boards of Appraml were merely the creatures of the Ministers. I 
said that that was particularly true in view of the fact that all normal 
recoorsB to the courts and legal remedies were denied the injured 
companies by the Monopoly Decree itself. 

82342d — — TOl* III 52 
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The Minister admitted that such was the case, but said that the 
best guarantee the companies had was the fairness and good faith 
of the Spanish Government, which, he said, could not be doubted 
and he reiterated the intention of tbe Council of Ministers to deal 
generously with the oil companies. 

Here again may I (parenthetically) draw the Department’s atten- 
tion to the fact that, under the existing regime in Spain, the Min- 
isters defend the principle of denying appeal to the courts whenever 
such appeal interferes with the Government’s policy. A precise 
instance in point is quoted in the Embassy’s despatch No. 393 of 
June 13th, 1927, when Primo, questioned by a member of the Gov- 
ernment in regard to the possible appeal of Babel and Nervion to 
the Supreme Court said that, if the Supreme Court gave an unfavor- 
able decision, he would simply annul it. 

I then requested information from the Minister of Finance as to 
the methods and extent of indemnification contemplated by the 
Spanish Government’s provision in the Monopoly Decree of June 
28th last, providing for the recognition of industrial value. Seik>r 
Calvo Sotelo replied that the Monopoly would, through its Boards 
of Appraisal, give a fair valuation to all physical properties taken 
oven by it which were utilized by the respective companies at the 
time of the application of the Monopoly, giving, however, in each 
case, only the actual value less depreciation for use. He did, how- 
ever, give me an assurance that piecemeal taking of the property 
was not contemplated and that the whole property of each com- 
pany used in the importation and distribution of petroleum products 
would be taken over by the Monopoly. This assurance is rather 
comforting under the circumstances, because, as previously reported, 
the companies had reason to fear that the Monopoly might only 
elect to take part of the property, thus leaving the rest valueless 
on their hands. 

In reply to the Minister’s assurances that the Spanish Govenriment 
intends to take over all* the physical property belonging to the vari- 
ous expropriated companies at what he called a fair value, I pointed 
out that, in addition to the intrinsic value of the installations, there 
is a real value universally recognized, attaching to the company 
itself as a going concern, business reputation, and so forth. He said 
in regard to this, that in view of the State character of the Monopoly, 
he personally was not disposed to give much consideration to good 
win (in Spanish, known as ^cAor GOTneroicH) although he acknowl- 
edged that there, was much to be said from the other point of view 
land he stated that his opinion was not to be considered as a defiboite 
refusal, on this point. In this connection, having touched on the 
subject both with General Primo de Rivera and with the Minister 

"Not printed 
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and not having been confronted with a definite negative, I believe 
that when the final question of valuation comes up, it may well be 
possible to obtain some consideration of compensating the companies 
for the loss of their long established businesses in Spain. 

Adverting for a moment to Primo’s conversation, he mentioned 
in the coTirse of the discussion, that foreign oil companies had long 
been exploiting Spain, to which I replied that the companies had 
come to Spain under existing legislature \l6gislati(m\ and had ren- 
dered loyal and fair service to the Spanish public, which Primo 
somewhat grudgingly admitted was true in general. In his light- 
hearted way he said, however, that oil was a good business and that 
the Spanish Government now intended to get a part of the supposed 
large profits which the companies had enjoyed in the past. Here 
I believe it may be of interest to the Department to know that, 
according to the best information which the Embassy has been able 
to obtain, profits of the oil business have been far from excessive 
in the last few years and I believe that the Spanish Government 
will have a decided disillusion when it finds that profits are not 
likely to come up to expectations. 

In regard to the Spanish Government’s methods of expropriation 
and particularly the question of the commercial value of the com- 
panies expropriated, the Finance Minister stated that many interests 
had been injured by prohibition in the United States and had not 
been compensated. I replied immediately that I could see no con- 
nection whatsoever between a moral issue on the one hand and the 
present state of affairs which, in fact, put the State in the position 
of expropriating property used to make a legitimate profit in the 
hands of several private companies for the benefit of a new company 
which was only owned one third by the State and the other two 
thirds by private shareholders. I also stated that in the case of 
prohibition, the interests affected had ample previous warning before 
the law had been applied, that the present Monopoly had been put 
into effect almost over night, the companies being totally in ignorance 
of its coming and that they therefore had no means of getting out 
of the business or setting aside adequate reserves. BKs somewhat 
naif reply to this was that the Spanish Government could give no 
more advance notice of the establishment of the Monopoly as it 
had feared that the petroleum interests, warned in advance, would 
effectively thwart the Government plans. 

Beferring to the fact that the Monopoly shares are now selling at 
25% premium, I observed that this was a concrete instance in point 
that the Government’s policy was a profit making one and that for 
this reason it seemed only fair that the commercial value of the 
expropriated companies should be compensated for, as the new 
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Monopoly company would undoubtedly profit by this commercial 
value, and by the foreign companies’ past efforts. Senor Sotelo said 
that possibly a year from now or even less this would not be the 
case, as the Government intended to limit the Monopoly’s profits 
and he reiterated the fact that the Monopoly was a creature of the 
State and not of private interests and that the State would receive 
all the revenue with the exception of 6 or 6% dividends, increasing 
as provided for in the Monopoly Decree in partnership with the 
State. By implication, he seemed to admit the difference between 
American prohibition and the present day activities of the Spanish 
Petroleum Monopoly and made no further reference to this phase of 
the matter. 

In connection with the procedure to be applied by the Spanish 
Government for the indemnification of the foreign interests injuri- 
ously affected by the institution of the Petroleum Monopoly, I pointed 
out to the Finance Minister that the oil companies were seriously 
disturbed by the fact that a totally inadequate amount of money was 
available under the terms of the Monopoly Decree for such compen- 
sation (as previously reported, the companies maintain that over 
two hundred million pesetas is the approximate value of their plants 
and busmesses and as far as one is in a position to judge from the 
maze of Eoyal Decrees that are constantly guiding the Monopoly, only 
72 million pesetas are available for compensation). The Minister 
replied that the value of the properties is still problematical, that 
decisions regarding valuation remained with the Appraisal Boards 
above referred to and the interview was ended with a reiteration on 
his part that the Spanish Government intends to deal generously 
(oon largeza) with the interests affected, since it considers that to he 
good policy. 

I well realize that the above very - general statements in no way 
bind the Spanish Government and that, . . . little of concrete value 
was obtained from the two interviews. I believe, however, that the 
reference to public opinion abroad, notably in the United States, 
served a useful purpose and I al^ believe lhat a frank discussion 
of the whole situation with the two Ministers, which fortunately 
was on a most friendly basis throughout, has done something to 
efearup' a very complicated srtuj^bm ^ 

1 that &e net reeufc^ d tile several ncN:es and of the above 


referred to conversations have been that the two Ministers in ques- 
t3^s^lil|@ize &e seriousness ^bf ^the^MtuatidU' with whic^ foreign gov- 
the arbitecary ahd I am hopeful that s<nn6 

ito pra^ti^ Comjpgnsktion* of the interests 

BliMil'' ' 
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[Enclosure 1 — Translation] 

The Secretary General of the Spanish Ministry of State {Almeida) 
to the America/n Charge {Blair) 

No. 299 Madbid, December 21^ 1927. 

Dear Sir: Replying to your Embassy's courteous note No. 389 
of December 1 relative to the seizure by the Petroleum Monopoly 
of a portion of the Alicante installations of the Babel and Nervion 
Company, I have the honor to inform you that the seizure referred 
to was effected in execution of provisions of the Eoyal Decree Law 
of October 17, last, and with the intention, in accordance with the 
terms of Article 2 of that Royal Measure, of making appropriate 
indenmification to be determined in due course in the manner pro- 
vided for in the Royal Decree Law of June 28 of this year, creating 
the Monopoly, but in order to Gx the amount of this indemnity as 
well as that for the unseized property, appropriate appraisal must 
be made thereof which is to be done by a Court designated for the 
purpose. 

However, with a view to making equitable settlement legal interest 
for the interval will be paid the expropriated Company on the 
amount of indemnity as appraised, from the date of seizure until 
that on which payment is made. 

I avail myself [etc.] B. Aemeida 

362,1153 St 2/18 - ' 

[Enclosure 2] 

The American Ohargi {Blair) to the Spamsh Mvnistrg of State 
Ifo. 407 Note Verbai® 

The American Charg4 d’Affaires has the honor to refer to several 
previous notes and to verbal representations of the Ambassador on 
the subject of American interests in Spain v^hich either have been 
or atfe likely to be injuriously affected by the establishment of a 
Petroleum Monopoly in accordance with the Royal Decree of Jime 
28th l^st. His Excellency, the Marqu4s de Estella, was then informed 
that the American Government, while, not wishing to discuss -the 
policy of establishing a monopoly in Spain, must nevertheless look 
to His Majesty’s Goveriiineht to ^aht fiill and equitable compen- 
satibh to all Americah interests concerned which might be, injuriously 
affect^ thOTeby. ' ^ ^ . .. . ^ . 

.The Americah Chargis "d?Affair^ is' now instincted to bring to 
ExbeUmcy^s a.tt^tioh ,jf^t. that a very unfavorable imprea- 
saon fiali^n cr^te^ ih ^e by the semms ma(Je by 
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representatives of the Spanish Government, acting on behalf of 
the Petroleum Monopoly Company, of American owned properties 
used in the petroleum business in Spain, without previous appraisal 
and indemnification, as required bo^ by Article 349 of the Spanish 
Civil Code and by Article 10 of the Royal Decree of June 28th last 
which established the Monopoly. 

The unfavorable impression above referred to has been recently 
heightened by the sudden seizure of a part of the installations of 
the Malaga plant of the Sociedad Espanola de Compras y Fleta- 
mentos, a large percentage of which is owned by American interests, 
without even previous notice to the company affected, as given in 
the case of former seizures, at Valencia, Alicante, etc., thus giving 
the companies an opportunity to make a formal protest with a view 
to the assurance of their rights. 

The situation outlined above is a matter of serious concern to the 
American Government, the more so as seizures of a like character 
are continually being reported. 

In accordance with his instructions, the American Charg4 
d’Affaires must further point out to His Excellency, the Marques 
de Estella, that the arbitrary actions which are being taken on behalf 
of the Petroleum Monopoly are creating a belief in the United 
States that property and property rights in Spain are no longer 
receiving the protection which has always been given them by 
Spanish law and that, although the American Government is exceed- 
ingly loath to believe that such is the case, it is hardly necessary to 
observe that the consequences of any further evidences supporting 
this belief would be exceedingly unfortunate from every point of 
view. 

Madrid, Deoemher 19%7, 


862.1153 st2/ia 

The Charge in Spain {Blair) to the Secretary of State 

ITo. 715 * Madrid, Decerriber 1927. 

j ’ [Received January -12, 1928.] 

^iR i 1 have the honor to refer to the Embassy’s strictly confidential 
^ - No* 704 of December SOth last, in regarjd to the procedure 
by the Petroleuni Idonopoly in Spain, and to submit a 
^ wpdrt on tins subject. lit the Embassy’s telegram No. 144 
^ ^ JJmba^y’s ^trictly confidential 

Deceml^r, 2^1^ 4 report was made of the 
Grpwral firii|iode Rivera,' an^ Senor Sotelo, 


tck)k place on Monday, jDecember ,26th, 
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and it hardly seems necessary to make further reference to these inter- 
views at the present time, 

Eepresentatives of the Spanish Government, acting on behalf of 
the Petroleum Monopoly have continued making arbitrary seizures 
of both Spanish and foreign owned property, and as previously 
reported, the last seizures have been carried out without any notice 
to the Company affected in many cases. In the next few days, I under- 
stand that practically all the property used in the petroleum business 
in Spain is to be seized on behalf of the Monopoly, and apart from 
vague statements which appear in the press in regard to the work 
of valuation commissions, the present situation is that property is 
being seized without any valuation or compensation, or any hope of 
payment or compensation in the near future. 

The whole policy now adopted savors of panic action, and it is 
obvious that both the Government and the Petroleum Monopoly 
are ill prepared to conduct the business which they are forcibly 
expropriating. 

Supplies are being purchased in a rather haphazard and piece-meal 
way, wherever available, and according to the Embassy’s information, 
the supplies are of an inferior quality, and in many cases would be 
unsaleable in the open market. 

In regard to the seizures which have been carried out in the last 
week, I enclose herewith the Spanish text, together with an English 
translation thereof, of a communication to Babel and Nervion Com- 
pany (the Standard Oil of New Jersey subsidiary) which provides 
for the arbitrary seizure of a number of the Company’s plants. In 
this order, no mention is made of certain tank cars and other equip- 
ment of the Company, but in my interview with the Finance Minister 
above mentioned, I was informed that all the industrial property of 
the Company would be taken over before the first of January. 

During the past week, I have been able to obtain legal opinions 
arranged for by two of the Companies involved in difficulties with 
the Spanish Government’s Monopoly policy, in regard to legal rights 
of the Companies under previously existing legislation. These opin- 
ions were prepared by Senor de la Cierva, one of the greatest legal 
authorities in Spain, who is now a member of the Committee on 
Constitutional Law in the National Assembly. Curiously enough, 
Mr. de la Cierva, in spite of his well known opposition to the Gov- 
ernment’s policy in many directibns, notably in regard to the Petro- 
leum, Monopoly, still remains on good terms with General Primd 
de Eivera, and the deduction of many people is that Primo does 
not wish to break with a person of such considerable influence. From 
the opinions above referred to, the Department will note that Sefior 
de la Cierva condemns the procedure followed by the Petroleum 
Monopoly in no uncertain terms, and one of the most interesting 
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points in both, opinions is the fact that this eminent legal authority 
considers that there are ample precedents in Spanish law which enable 
the Companies to claim compensation for good wUl (currently known 
in Spain as “ralor comercial”). I am enclosing herewith four copies 
of the Spanish text, and seven copies of the English translation of 
the opinion given by Senor de la Cierva to the Sociedad Espanola 
de Compras y Fletamentos (also the Standard Oil of New Jersey 
subsidiary).*® Owing to the shortage of personnel, the English 
translation of this long document was made with considerable 
difficulty, but I believe it will be of great interest to the 
Department, as it shows the precedents for claiming compensa- 
tion for long established businesses, which are now being arbi- 
trarily seized by the Petroleum Monopoly. . . . the Vacuum OU, 
rather than lose the sale of its trade marked products in the Spanish 
market, has decided to work with the Petroleum Monopoly. This 
Company well realises that having given up any legal rights which 
it may have, at the time of the constitution of the Monopoly, its future 
position in Spain is somewhat uncertain, but it apparently is willing 
to take the risk, rather than sacrifice the value of its business as a 
going concern, which it fears may not be compensated for. 

I have as yet been unable to obtain the exact terms of the special 
regulations which are to govern the sale of lubricating oils in Spain 
\mder the Monopoly. I believe, however, that the Vacuum Oil ar- 
rangement is to be along the following lines: (1) The Company will 
maintain its distributing business in Spain as at present constituted. 
(8) It will give its orders for its various products to the Petroleum 
Monopoly, which agrees to pass these orders on to the Vacuum Oil 
Company in the .United States. (3) When the products arrive in 
Spain, they will pass through the Monopoly organization, but will 
be delivered to the Vacuum Oil Company for distribution, more or 
less . along the lin^ heretofore followed, subject however to heavily 
increased taxes. 


-The stibstance of the agreement seems to be that the Vacuum is 
only[going to be allowed tja make a very small margin of profit, the 
Moi^:^Iy taking* the creamsof -tihe busine^, which the Company now 
obtains. * The Company, hoswearer, seems to feel tiiat one quarter of 
hdfcter thhn none^aaad. i^j.mBirig to make great sacrifices to 
mi^^lamithe masket for ifeitrai&'iniarked products. 

> prfesrasfe time;',ti!i|f!teihaiS<Been ho change in the policy of 
ii^dfShell in^ee^ts^il^hjeh refuse to s®q)ply the Monop- 
ch t&ethe po^aoiitl^^^allitbiey ^ow dcmre is reasonable 

#-U 
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compensation for their property and long established business, and 
then retire from the Spanish market. 

When considered in the light of the Embassy’s despatch Ifo. 713 
of December 26th, giving the substance of the recent conversation 
with General Primo de Eivera and the Finance Minister, it is obvious 
that the legal opinions above referred to have hardly more than an 
academic value, as the policy of the Spanish dictatorship takes little 
or no account of previously existing Constitution, Civil Code, or even 
of previous Koyal Decrees. In the course of the conversation with 
the Minister of Finance, reference was made to the Eoyal Decree of 
October 17th, which provides for the arbitrary seizure of property, 
and the Minister stated that this Decree superseded all others, nota- 
bly, the Decree of June 28th, which preserved a semblance of legality, 
to cover the Monopoly’s proceedings. Under the circumstances, all 
foreign interests now established in Spain are at the mercy of the 
latest Eoyal Decree, and as in practice ordinary courts of justice are 
powerless to intervene, there seems no way of obtaining fair treat- 
ment for any foreign interest involved in difficulties with the Spanish 
Government other than by direct diplomatic intervention. 

A case in point has just arisen, which weU proves the impotency 
of the Spanish judicial system, although both in theory and in fact 
it is still in operation. The Babel and Nervion Company has ob- 
tained a court decision to the effect that certain monies deposited as 
guarantee for customs duties should be returned to them. The Com- 
pany has repeatedly addressed petitions asking that the sum involved, 
some 350,000 pesetas be returned in accordance with the court’s deci- 
sion, but the Ministry of Finance simply ignores the Company’s re- 
quest. The same Company likewise has an unpaid claim for some 
600,000 pesetas, which has to do with the exaction of over-payment 
of customs duties by the Spanish Treasury. The Company’s claim 
for this latter amount was placed before the Department in the Em- 
bassy’s despatch No. 404 of June 21st, 1927,’’° and in subsequent 
despatches on this subject. 

Under the circumstances above set forth, and in view of the fact 
that the Minister of Finance told me in the course of my interview 
above mentioned, that he would be glad to take up informally any 
difficulties which arose in regard to the claims of Companies for 
compensation, I intend to ask the Minister to give his consideration 
to the request of the Company for repayment of the sums involved, 
as above outlined. 

XhayefJieto,] PeectBlaib 

,, iji^te3.' 
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CEnclosure — ^Translation] 

The G orri'poifFiia Arreridatofnc^ del Monopolio de Petroleos 8. A, to the 
Indmtrias Babel y Nervion 


The General Bureau of the Stamp Tax informs this Company under 
today’s date, as follows: 

“Excellent Sir: — ^Making use of the authorization conceded to this 
Bureau by the Eoyal Order of November 22nd last, I have decided to 
proceed with the seizure of the installations owned by the firm of 
Industrias Babel y Nervion, situated in : 


Madrid 

Barcelona 

Vich (Barcelona) 

Caceres 

Jerez de la Frontera 
(Cadiz) 

Alcazar de S. Juan (C. 

Eeal) 

Cordoba 

Granada 


Murcia 

Cartagena (Murcia) 

Pamplona 

Salamanca 

Soria 

Valladolid 

Bilbao 

Zaragoza 


“These seizures are agreed upon with due reservation for the in- 
demnization corresponding to same in accord with the procedure of 
expropriation established in Article 10 of the Eoyal Decree-Law of 
June 28th last.- . Which I pass to Your Excellency for your informa- 
tion and guidance.- Madrid, 21st December 1927.- The Director 
Genera^ -^dres Amado.- To the President of the Board of Directors 
of the Compania Arrendataria del Monopolio de Petroleos.” 

Which in our turn we pass to you in order that you may give the 
necessary instructions to the representatives in charge of the respec- 
tive installations, and that the latter may facilitate the operations of 
seizure authorized by the above mentioned Bureau, which will be 
carried out by a Delegate of the Ministry of Finance and another 
of this Company, j ointly. 

May the Lord keep you many years. 

Madrid 21st December 1927. 

Compania Arrendataria del Monopolio 
DE Petroleos S. A. 

E. Anastasio 


852.1153 St 2/11 : Telegram 

, The Change m Spain {Blair) to (he Secretary of State 

Madrid, December SO, 1927—^4, P* 

' ' ^ [Eeceived 5 p. m.] 

146* Embas^’s 144, December 27th, 11 a. m.®^ Eoyal order pub- 
lished today makes petroleum monopoly effective January 1st, 1928. 

®^Not ycixxted. Fqt substance, see despatch No. 713, Dec. 26, 1927, jCrom the 
Caiargd ttt Spain, p. 717. 
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Practically all plants and equipment American-owned companies now 
seized for monopoly by the Spanish Government. Seizures made 
without previous valuation or compensation. The above order states 
however that interest on whatever value may finally be awarded will 
be paid from the date of seizures. News item appeared today Span- 
ish press dated Washington yesterday stating that compensation for 
expropriated property will be made on a generous scale. Doubtless 
due to the influence of the censor the wording of the article implies 
that the American Government is entirely satisfied with explanations 
given by Spanish Government of the present abnormal situation. 
Article further makes deliberate misstatement that immediate com- 
pensation is to be paid whereas this cannot be effected for weeks if 
then. Having been questioned by the British and French Embassies 
with regard to the article which purports to emanate from the Depart- 
ment, I would appreciate accurate information regarding any state- 
ment made to the press. 

BiiAib 


362.1153 St 2/11 ; Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Charge in Spain {Blair) 

Washikgtok, December 31^ 19^7—3 p. m- 
103. Following statement given to press today : 

“Further advices from Spain indicate that seizures of American oil 
properties in Spain are continuing. The assurances given by the 
Spanish Government with respect to compensation for their expropri- 
atioh and use, wMe giving rise to hope on the part of this Government 
that prompt and"f air compensation will be made by the Spanish Gov- 
ernment, cannot, however^ be regarded as wholly satisfactory until 
they have been translated into appropriate action.” 

EjEUiLOOQ 

CONTINUATION OF THE COMMERCIAL "MODUS VIVENDr BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES AND SPAIN'® 

611.5231/601 

Royal Decree No. 968 of May ^6, 19^^ as Published in ^^Gaceta de 
Madrid May 1927^ 

[Translation] 

In accord with my Council of Ministers and as submitted by its 
Presid^t T make the following decree : 

Artiom 1. From the date of publication in the Madrid Cassette of 
this decree merchandise proceeding from the United States of North 

” Continued from Foreigru Eelaiiom, 1925, vol. n, pp. 707-713. 

^ Transmitted to the D^artment by the Ambassador in Spain as an enclosure 
to his de^^atcdi No. 376, May 31 ; received June 16. 
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America shall enjoy most-favored-nation treatment as resulting 
from the application of commercial treaties now having consolidated 
duties and for such time as the said consolidation lasts. In this sense 
the extension of the modus 'vi/vendi of August 1st, 1906,^^ arranged 
by exchange of notes dated October 6th and 22nd, 1923,®® is to be 
interpreted. 

Ajrtigle 2. Application of the foregoing provision shall have a 
maximum duration of six months and carries with it the obligation 
to make within that period a commercial treaty of mutual reciprocity 
which will bring about complete stability in the commercial relations 
between the two countries. 

Article 3. As a consequence of the provisions contained in the two 
foregoing articles the extension of the said modus 'oiwendi of August 
1st, 1906, shall be considered as having been denounced in order that, 
on the termination of its operation and within the period of six 
months hereinbefore mentioned, the new treaty that shall have been 
negotiated may go into effect. 

Done at the Palace, May 25, 1927. 

Alfonso 

President of the Council of Ministers, 

Meguel Primo db Eivera t Orbaneja 

611.6231/638 : Telegram 

The Ambassador in Spain {Hammond) to the Secretary of Stcde 

[Faraplirase] 

Madrid, Octoler 18 j 19Z7—10 a. m. 

[Eeceived 1 : 40 p, m,] 

103. As it appears that American business interests are becoming 
anxious 'bebause of the uncertainty of a prolongation of the present 
commercial mod/us ^mendi^ I would suggest that negotiations be in- 
stituted at once looki n g to an indefinite prolongation of the agree- 
ment with a clause providing for denunciation by either side on 
3 months’ notice. There might be used as a basis for negotiation my 
note presented August 18 [77/] ®® wherein the Spanish Government 
was warned that should most-favoredmation treatment not be con- 
tinued, the American Government would regard all commercial ar- 
rang^ents now existing as denounced by Spain. It might also be 
out that ina^nuQh as a ntimber of Spanish grievances are 
now bemg considered, a discontinuance of most-f avored-naticm tr^t- 
ihunf ^Ui^C^^nvei^ 26 might have u piejudicial effect on the sMi- 

tude/gf on those^^bjects.. = . . 


t'i - ' Ktii i ; 


f p. latl. 
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Pending tlie outcome of such negotiations I would strongly recom- 
mend that no report on Kisliuk’s investigations®^ be issued and I 
would like authority to so inform him. I would also recommend 
favorable action on the Spanish request that Kisliuk should also 
investigate the tomato situation in the Canary Islands. The remedy- 
ing of at least one Spanish grievance would have, I feel, a very 
beneficial effect on the negotiations. 

I understand that treaty negotiations between Spain and Italy 
are proceeding slowly and that so far the 3 months’ denunciation 
clause has not been invoked, nor is it likely to be in the near future. 
Accordingly a continuance of most-favored-nation treatment would 
give the United States the advantages of the existing treaty between 
Spain and Italy for several months at least. 

HaM3MCOND 


611.6231/650 

The Amerhcm Ambassador {Hammond) to the Spanish Mimster of 
State for Foreign Affairs {EsteUa) 

No. 371 Madrid, October 19B7. 

Excellency: In view of the expiration on November 27th next 
of the six months term set by his Majesty’s Decree of June 27th 
{May ^tJi] last, granting unconditional most favored nation treat- 
ment to American products in Spain, and pending the conclusion 
of a definite commercial agreement between our two countries, I have 
the honor, under instructions from my Government, to propose to 
that of His Majesty an indefinite extension, subject, of course, to 
denunciation on due notice (say three months), of the regime at 
present obtaining under the Eoyal Decree above mentioned. 

It is the intention of my Government to make a full and considered 
reply to Tour Excellency’s note of August 31st last,®® dealing with 
each of the eight articles therein mentioned as affording ground for 
Spanish complaint. However, the preparation of this note must 
await the return to the United States of Dr. Kisliuk, the extension 
of whose mission at Your Excellency’s request to include the Canary 
Islands, will make it impossible to reply to your note above mentioned 
before the expiration of the modus vwendi on November 27th next. 
It woiild, therefore, seem desirable from the point of view of both 
countries that the present regime be extended as above suggested, 
m harmony with the views which Tour Excellency expressed to me 
during our interview on this subject at Santander on the 17th of 

^ See post, p. 737. , 

“Copy to, tUe Department by the Ambassador in Spain as an 

^<adsUra' w fius Np. 588^ Oct. 28, 1927; received Nov. 15. 

"• Not printed, sutoSute, see Spanish note, infra. 
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August last. This would seem the more desirable in order that the 
Spanish complaints may be considered without prejudice and in 
order that business between the two countries may no longer be 
hampered by the present uncertainty. 

I avail myself [etc.] Ogden H. Hammond 

611.6231/561 

TThe Spanish Minister of State for Foreign Affairs {EsteTla) to the 
American Ambassador {Baimnorid) 

[Traixslation] 

No. 262 Madbid, November 7, 1927. 

ExcELtiaror: Deab Sir: Iq your note No. 371, of October 26, 1927, 
Your Excellency is good enough to propose, by virtue of instructions 
from your Government, an indefinite extension of the existing com- 
mercial regime between Spain and the United States, subject, of 
course, to a denouncement, which might be for three months, in view 
of the fact that on the 27th of November of the present year the six 
months term fixed by the Eoyal Decree of June 27th last, expires, 
which date Your Excellency mentions doubtless in error, since the 
true date is the 26th of May last, whidi granted to the products of 
your country most favored nation treatment. 

Your Excellency bases this proposal upon the impossibility of your 
Government giviag a complete and detailed reply before the 27th 
of November to my Note of August 31st last, in which I again re- 
quested that before the negotiation of a new commercial treaty, the 
various points at issue be solved or satisfactorily explained, which 
affect the importation and commerce of certain Spanish products 
in the United States and which I mentioned in anottier note directed 
to Your Excellency under date of June 24ih last," such as the ques- 
tion of the Almeria grapes, oranges and lemons, tomatoes, chestnuts 
and hazelnuts, preserved peppers, and short firearms ; which impossi- 
bility is due to the fact that Dr. Kisliuk has not yet completed the 
mission entrusted to him by your Government, to investigate the 
sanitary condition of the grape production in tlie Province of Al- 
geria and which, at my request, was extended to include a similar 
.Mvesti^tion of the Canary Island tmnatoes. 
v-dBepIying to the above-mentioned note, I have the honor to inform 
Bxceliency, on behalf of His Majesty’s Government, that the 
*lEd:^,f>fe>Mng into consideration the reasons mentioned by Your 
agrees to continue provisiohaUy the application to the 
.proGbi^ of the United States from the 27th of November of the 

‘ tq, D^McPtinent jjy In Spain as an 

909. Nay, %182T; 21. * 

- .*S6t pjwitea, ' ' 
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present year, most favored nation treatment, as was granted thereto 
by the Eoyal Decree of May 25th last, which regime will cease upon 
t^ee months denunciation or upon the conclusion of a new com- 
mercial treaty between Spain and the United States. 

I avail myself [etc.] Masques de Estella 

611.5231/554 

Statement hy the Spanish Govefrnment Published in ^^Gaceta de 
Madrid^^ November 1%^ 19^7^^ 

[Translation] 

The GoTemment of His Majesty, accepting the proposal made to 
it by that of the United States has agreed to continue applying tem- 
porarily to the products of the latter country, from the 27th of the 
present month of Novranber, most favored nation treatment as granted 
them by the Eoyal Decree of May 25th last, which regime will cease 
three months from its denouncement or upon the conclusion of a new 
commercial agreement between both countries. 

Which I make public for general knowledge. 

Madrid, November 7, 1927. 

Secretary General, 

B. AnuEmA 


NEGOTIATIONS CONCERNING THE AMERICAN EMBARGO AGAINST 
SPANISH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES AFFECTED BY THE MEDITEB- 
RANEAN FRUIT FLY“ 




The Secretary of Stcie to the Spanish Charge {Amoedo') 


Washington, August 10, 1927. 

Sm: I beg to refer to the Embas^’s note of May 11, 1927, ad- 
vancing certain proposals for the consideration of this Government 
in connection with the question of the admittance of AJmerian grapes 
into this country.** 

The Department duly communicated the contents of the Embassy’s 
note to the Agricultural authorities of this Government and also 
informed them of the desire of the Spanish Government as expressed 
to the Department by the Embassy’s note and by subsequent state- 
ments made by the Spaooish Ambassador to the Department, that 
an expert be sent by this Government to Spain to examine the fruit 

** Transndttea to the Department by the Ambassador In S^n as an enclosure 
to hls .de^)ateh Np. 628, Nov. 19, 1927; received Dec. 6. 

“Pot previous correspondence, see Foreign Relations, 19(26, voL n, pp. 714 ft 

** Not printed. 
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fly situation in company with Spanish experts at the time that the 
grapes are being harvested. 

The Agricultural authorities of this Government have indicated to 
the Department their intention of sending Mr. Max Kisliuk of the 
Department of Agriculture, to Spain for the purpose of making the 
investigation in question and have stated that he would sail from 
this country for Spain on or about September 1. 

It is fdt by this Government that consideration of the other sug- 
gestions made in the Embassy’s note of May 11 should be deferred 
until Mr. Kisliuk’s report has been received and has beai studied 
by the Agricultural authorities of this country, and, accordingly, I 
am unable for the time being, to express any opinion with respect 
to the proposals advanced therein. 

Accept [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

W. K. Castij!, Jr. 


811.612/1454 

The Secretary of Staste to Diplomatic and Consular Officers 

Diplomatic Serial No. 660 Washington, Septerriber 19, 19^. 

Sirs: The Department quotes, for your information and such dis- 
semination as you may deem advisable, the following statement 
received from the Secretary of Agriculture under date of August 20, 
1927: 


“It has feequently come to my attention that the opinion is held in 
many foreign countries that the Department of Agriculture of this 
Government uses for tariff and trade purposes its laws and regulations 
governing the importation of foreign products. 

“I have repeatedly pointed out that no trade considerations enter 
into any of the restrictions promulgated by this Department. In 
my l^:ter of May 5, 1927, to the Secretary of State, with reference to 
the quarantine against South African fruit,®' I stated, ‘It should not 
be necessary to say that no trade consideration enters into any of the 
plant quarantine restrictions promulgated by this Department under 
the authority of the Federal Plant. Quarantine Act of 1912.** No 
£^ele which it is believed can safely enter the United States is re- 
stricted- by any siidh quarantine[s]^ And Vast quantities of fruits and 
vlagefcabl^ arei constantly ©oming into the United States wWe Ae 
coiBpeti#o:n from such imports with our own products is keen and 
e- ^g reatly.liqutiDg home production-’ 

17, 1^7, 1 wrote the ^cretary of $tate*^ with reference 
rfesurvey of the fniit fly situation in Spain as a basis 
States of Alincriim Grapes, and in that M- 
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ter I said : ‘It would seem unnecessary to reiterate that in concerns of 
this nature, where the entry of a foreign product menaces the security 
and future of important agricultural products of this country, such 
products should not be placed in jeopardy, or be made the subject 
of barter, with respect to the benefits to be received — commercial or 
other. On the other hand, it may be pointed out that this Depart- 
ment is confining its quarantine restrictions on imports strictly to 
the exclusion of pests — restrictions which it applies between our own 
States and to our territorial possessions with the same severity as 
they are applied to foreign countries. 

‘^‘It might be noted also that in the case of Spain, entry is now 
permitted of certain fruits, namely, bananas, pineapples, lemons, and 
sour limes, and any vegetable which is not Imown to be attacked in 
Spain by injurious insects new to the United States.’ 

“The European corn borer, the brown-tad and the gypsy moth, 
the Japanese beetle, the brown-tail fruit worm, the pink bollworm, 
the cotton boll weevil, the alfalfa weevil, the chestnut blight, the 
citrus canker, and the white pine blister rust are some of the more 
serious pests and diseases which have been introduced into this 
country from abroad. These, with those outbreaks of foot and 
mouth disease, which occasionally found entry into this country 
in various ways, have entailed enormous losses to American agri- 
culture. In addition to these losses enormous sums have been spent 
in our attempt at eradication and control of the diseases and pests 
after they were once established. Congress at its last session ap- 
propriated the sum of ten million dollars intended to prevent so far 
as possible the spread of the Euroj^n com borer alone. 

“Some time ago it was felt that the Department’s position on this 
question was fairly universally understood. On April 27, 1925, this 
Department wrote the Secretary of State regarding the Mediter- 
ranean fruit fly situation and concluded: ‘It is very pleasing to note 
that Senores Sanchez, Entrna, and Callejon are now satisfied that 
the action taken by this Department with respect to grapes from 
Almeria was purely a quarantine measure for the purpose of pro- 
tecting the fruit of this country from invasion by the Mediterranean 
fruit fly.’ 

“The Department of Agriculture has made every effort to make 
its position perfectly clear not only [sie], but has also manifested 
the utmost leniency in the determmation of means whereby entry 
into this country and sale on American markets could be effected 
of the produce of those countries in which these pests prevail. 
Wherever it was possible by effective processing or treatment of a 
character calculate to remove the pests or the cause of the disease, 
no objection has been interposed to traffic in thc^ articles of com- 
merce which might ordinarily serve as carriers. The Department 
has had repeated occasion to point out the fact, which is well known 
to eve^ commercial agency engaged in the traffic of agricultural 
producfe in this country, that the same quarantines and restrictions 
applying to foreign products as a means of preventing the intro- 
(tatont^f pests and diseases are enforced with equal rigidity in this 
country as a means of preventing their spread once they have be^ 
introduced. 

** Letter not printed. 

3^3422 — -42— —vol. iil— — 53 
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“I have requested the Department of State to make known to 
all its representatives, both at home and abroad, the actual purpose 
of the Department of Agriculture in the ^forcement of the various 
regulatory laws which affect the import into the United States of 
products of foreign origin. It may also seem advisable for this 
information to be made available to press representatives who send 
material to foreign countries in order that they may have an official 
statement which will tend to off-set incorrect impressions which 
have been allowed to grow in those countries, and promote a proper 
understanding between this Government and the representatives of 
countries with which this Department may have occasion to deal in 
Ae enforcement of the various laws having import provisions in- 
tended to effect the exclusion of diseases and pests inimicable to 
American agriculture.” 


I am [etc.] 


For the Secretary of State : 

W. K. Castle, Jr. 


611.S231/539 : Telegram 

Th& Ambassador in Spain {Earrmiond) to the Secretary of State 

Madkid, October W, 19S7 — noon. 

[Received October 20 — 11 : 03 a. m.] 
104. My telegram number 103, October 18, 10 a. m.*® Foreign 
Office requests that Bdsliuk be authorized to investigate the tomato 
situation in the Canary Islands, and urge the advisability thereof 
with a view to securing fair solution of Spanish grievances and 
normalizing of commercial relations by the new treaty,” 

I strongly recommend compliance with the request. 

HAUuoim 


6U..523VS39 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Spain {Bammond) 

Washtnoton, October W, 19^7—6 p. m. 

76. Your 103, October 18, 10 a. m. and 104, October 20, noon. 
Department of Agriculture has cabled instructions to Kasliuk care 
your Embassy authorizing Canary Islands investigation. Kisliuk 
has also been instructed to defer publicaticm of report of his investi- 
gation Until after his return to the United Stat^. 

EsinocK} 

•"iAwie, p. 736. ' ' ‘ 

’t Foa: negcrtlations for the renewal of the commerdal agreement with 
seej®. 728,ff. 
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811.612 


Grapes 

Spain 


/145 


The Secretary of State to the Spanish Ambassador (PaMda) 


Washington, December 10, 19^7. 

Exceluenot: I have the honor to refer to your note of May 11, 
1927,’^ and to other correspondence concerning American quarantine 
measures as applied to Spanish agricultural and fruit products, with 
particular regard to the quarantines upon the importation of Spanish 
grapes, oranges and tomatoes into this country. 

As I informed you under date of August 10, an expert of the 
Federal Horticultural Board, Dr. Max Kisliuk, was sent, in accord- 
ance with the request of your Government, to examine the situation 
in Spain as regards the infestation of the fruit growing areas in 
Spain by the Mediterranean fruit fly. 

Dr. Kasliuk has now returned and after consideration of his report, 
the Department of Agriculture has written to this Department under 
date of December 3 making a comprehensive statement of its position 
regarding quarantine measures as applied to Spanish agricultural 
and fruit products. The text of that letter reads as follows : 

“Tou are advised that, in accordance with the request of the 
Spanish Embassy, Mr. Max Edsliuk, Jr., an inspector of the Federal 
Horticultural Board of this Department, was authorized to make a 
resurvey of the fruit fly situation as affecting the Mal^a or green 
export grape produced in the Province of Ahneria. This survey, 
now ccanpleted, was made in. cooperation with the Spanish officials 
and inspectors throughout. 

“The result of the survey fully determines that the Mediterranean 
fruit fly still exists throughout’ the grape districts of Ahneria, in- 
cluding the special districts where more or less intensive cleanup 
Gyrations were undertaken. It is evident, therefore, that the action 
of this Department in excluding such grapes from the American 
market is justified, and can not be modified without the assumption 
of serious risk of introducing this fruit fly into the United States. 

“The Department believes that the cooperation, referred to, of 
Spanish officials in the survey has made it clear to such officials that 
the restriction enforced by this Department re grapes has a definite 
basis in pest rii^ 

“IhciaKatal to this investigation of the grape situation, and at the 
request of the Spanish authorities, Mr. Easliuk was authorized to make 
an investigation of the tomato industry of the Canary Islands, with 
the object of determining whether there was any risk ttom fruit fly or 
other pests from the importation of such tomatoes into the Umted 
States. In explanation, it may be stated that there is no restriction 
on the entry of tomatoes from Spain or any of its possessions, other 
the requirement of the presentation of evidence satisfactory to 
this Department that such tomatoes are not attacked in the country of 


"Not jointed. 
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origin by injurious insects, including fruit and melon flies, and it 
should be noted that this requirement applies to imports of vege- 
tobles from tdl countries. The investigation of the tomato cultures 
in the Canary Islands was carried out very intensively, in coopera- 
tion with Spanish authorities, and resulted m failure to find any evi- 
dence of infestation of tomatoes by the Mediterranea,n fruit fly, 
although this fly was very abundant m the Islands, heavily infesting 
the orange and other fruits. The results of this survey can, there- 
fore, be accepted as meeting the condition referred to above, namely, 
evidence satisfactory to the Department that the Mediterranean fruit 
fly does not attack the tomato in the Canary Islands, ^e examina- 
tions made incidental to the investigations of the grape in continental 
Spain also indicated a like freedom from fruit fly infestation of 
tomatoes. 

“Somewhat in summary, therefore, and with respect to the more 
important of ti^e possible fruit and nut exports from Spain to the 
United States, you are advised as follows : 

(1) The situation with respect to grapes and oranges in Spain 
remains such as to make it, in the judgmeat of this Department, 
unwise to permit the entry of such fruits into the United States. 

(2) The entry of tomatoes from the Canary Islands or from 
Spain wiU be authorized, under permit, on apphcation of im- 
porters, with such provision for inspection at point of entry as 
IS given to all fruits and vegetables entering the United States. 
It should be made clear, however, that such authorization must 
be conditioned on the continued freedom of such tomatoes from 
injurious insects, including fruit and melon flies. 

( 3 ) With respect to diestnuts and other nuts, there are no em- 
bargoes or restrictions on the entry of such products, other than 
the requirement that if infested they shall be so treated in the 
countiy of origin as to Mil any infesting insects. Fur&ermore, 
for this year, in accordance with arrangements which have been 
made with Italy, any chestnuts arriving from Spain, even though 
infested, will be permitted entry under the condition of treatment 
in such maimer as will destroy the infesting insects. You are 
advised that such treatment at port of entry has already been given 
to a very large number of shipments of Italian chestnuts and 
has been effective in destroying certain infesting inseds. It 
should be noted that the cost of such treatment must be met by 
the importer and that the latter must also assume responsibility 
for any damage to the imported article. 

“With respect to the entry of other plant products from Spain, it 
may be noted that Quarantine 56 ,” under whi<3i the entry from all for- 
eign countries of fruits and vegetables and other plant products is 
restricted, releases from any restnctions — even of permit— dried, cured, 
or processed fruits and vegetables, inoludiim dried products, ctu^ 
figs, dates, and raisins, etc., nuts and dry bean^ p^ etc., except 
only when Ihe determination has been made by this Department and 
due nptice of such determination hfts been given, that the eonditrion 


“Bralt aafijTejgetable Quarantine No. 66 o£ the Federal Hortiicultaial Board. 
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of drying, curing, and processing to which the articles have been sub- 
jected may not entirely have eliminated risk, in which case the articles 
covered are still permitted entry but only under permit and inspec- 
tion. Furthermore, the quarantine provides for the free commer- 
cial entry Tinder permit, from all coimtries, including Spain, of 
bananas, pineapples, lemons, and sour limes.’’ 

I might state for your information that the Department pro- 
poses to give the text of this letter to the Press for publication in the 
Monday morning newspapers. 

Accept [etc.] Frank B. KetjjOqq 



SWEDEN 

PROPOSED TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP, COMMERCE AND CONSULAR 
RIGHTS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND SWEDEN 

711.582/16a 

The Secretary of State to the Swedish Mi/nister {Wcdlenberg) 

Washington, July 1925. 

Sir: In pursuance of conversations wldcli officers of the Depart- 
ment recently had with you, I have the honor to inform you that this 
Government is cordially disposed toward entering into negotiations 
with the Government of Sweden for the conclusion of a treaty of 
friendship, commerce and consular rights. As appropriate to begin- 
ning negotiations I take pleasure in submitting to you the draft of a 
proposed treaty.^ 

You will observe from the preamble that the document embodies 
a treaty of friendship as well as of commerce and consular rights. 
It is designed to promote friendly intercourse between the peoples 
of 'the United States and of Sweden. The several articles are 
expressed in terms which definitely set forth the principles involved. 
By this means it is sought to avoid as far as possible danger of con- 
flicting interpretations. It is believed that the provisions as drawn 
lay the foundation for a comprehensive arrangement responsive to the 
modem requirements of maritime states. 

Article VII makes full provision for the enjoyment of the most 
favored nation treatment in its unconditional form, as applied to 
persons, vessels and cargoes, and to articles the growth, produce or 
manufacture of the United States and of Sweden. It will be seen 
that the most favored nation clause is applied to duties on imports 
and exports and to other charges, restrictions and prohibitions on 

‘Not printed. The draft, containing 30 articles, is essentially the same and 
for the most part identical as to articles I to XXXX with the same articles of 
the treaty with Germany, Dec. 8, 1923 {Foreign RelatUms, 19^ vol. H, p. 29), 
with the insertion of the foUowing paragraph between the 5th and 6th para- 
graphs of article VII: “In the same manner there shaU be perfect reciprocal 
equality in relation to the flags of the two countries with r^ard to bounties, 
drawbacks, and other privileges of this nature of whatever denomination whidi 
may be allowed in the territories of each of the Contracting Parties, on goods 
imported or exported in national vessels so that such bounties, drawbacks and 
other privileges shaU also and in like manner be aUowed on goods Imported or 
exported in vessels of the other country.” 

Article XXX o f the treaty with Germany is omitted in the draft; and articles 
XXXI and XXXII, altered in certain respects, become article xyx of the draft 

740 



SfWEDEN 


741 


goods imported and exported. In Article XXX it is provided that 
the Treaty shall from the date of the exchange of ratifications sup- 
plant, terminate and annul the Consular Convention concluded by 
the United States and Sweden on June 1, 1910.^ 

You will of course understand that the Department reserves the 
right to make minor changes in the draft in the course of the nego- 
tiations. 

In transmitting this draft to you I am glad to confirm the under- 
standing that the negotiations will be carried on in Washington. 
The American Legation in Stockholm will, however, be kept fully 
informed of the progress of the negotiations and will be prepared 
to engage in conversations directly with the Swedish Foreign OfiSice. 
Accept [etc.] Frank: B. Ejellogg 

711.582/22 

The Swedish Legation to the De^afirtment of State 

MeMORANDITM regarding certain STEPimATIONS IN THE DRAET OP A 
Treatt op Friendship and Commerce between Sweden and the 
United States 

Arttoee I 

Par. 1. 

а) What is the meaning of the term ‘%cal laws and regulations”? 

б) It is understood that the word ‘fiiereafter” has reference to 
all privileges granted the most-favored-nation, whether before or 
after the signing of the treaty. 

c) It is understood that the concluding sentence of Paragraph i 
(^^ubmitting themselves to all local laws and regulations duly estab- 
lished”) refers to the entire contents of Article I, Par. 1. 

d) It is further understood that, whereas the treaty only confers 
the right to own buildings within the territory of either High Con- 
tracting Party to the nationals of the other, it does not exclude such 
nationals from the right to own land, so far as the local laws permit 
that land may be owned by foreigners. 

Par. 0. 

An explanation is desirable with regard to the term “internal charges 
or taxes.” 

Par. 6.^ 

The view is expressed that the word “immigration” does not include 
tourist traffic, that is traffic which according to general practice can 

^F^eign Relations, 1911, p. 723. 

• The fifth paragraph reads : “Nothing contained in this^ Article shall he con- 
strued to affect existing i^atutes of either of the High Oontracting Parties in 
relation to the immigration of aliens or the right of either of the High C3on- 
tracting Parties to enact such statutes.’^ This paragraph^nbodied a reservation 
by the Senate to the treaty with Germany, Dec. 8, 1924; see bracketed note, 
For^n Relations, 1920^ voL H, p. 45. 
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not be regarded as immigration and which takes place outside the 
quota. As a consequence, the stipulation in Par. 1 according most- 
favored-nation-treatment has to be applied. It is understood, how- 
ever, that there will be no objection on the part of the United States 
to an explanation in a supplemental memorandum to the effect that 
the Hi gh Contracting Parties reserve the right to issue special regu- 
lations for the visa of passports. 

Axxhcvb n 

It is understood that the United States is willing to consider the 
conclusion of a separate agreement with Sweden governing mutual 
workmen’s compensation. 

Article IV 

According to Swedish law no restrictions exist siimlar to those 
which are assumed in this paragraph. A foreigner who comes into 
possession of real or other immovable property, either as an inherit- 
ance or by testamentary disposition, has in Sweden the sole right 
to own and dispose of it. It would seem that from a logical point 
of view it would be preferable to have the construction of this 
paragraph in the following way: 

First, it should be expresdy stated that the nationals of the two 
Hugh Contracting parties have the right, generally speaking, to dis- 
pose of both immovable and personal property by t^tament, dona- 
tion, or otherwise. 

Second, it should be stated that the nationals of the High Con- 
tracting Parties have the right to succeed to both immovable and 
personal property, provided, however, 

a) with regard to immovable property, a certain period of time 
within which to sell the same ^aU be stipulated (vdth a moet- 
favored-nation-clause) ; 

J) with regard to the personal property, that ihe nationals of the 
High Contracting Parties shall have national treatment. 

Artiolb V 

a) According to Swedish law congregations of the Ohriat- ian faith 
only have the right to exercise public worship. The view is expressed, 
however, that a reservation to this effect is not necessary on the part 
dE Sweden, as said reservation is covered by the ^pulation in Article 
I, Par. 1 (“submitting themselves to all local laws and xegolations 
duly established”). 

5) What is the meaning of the term “at liberty” as used in this 
articled 
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AimcLE VII 


Par. 1 and S. 

a) It is understood that the wording of Par. 1 and 2 aim to cover 
the most-favoi’ed-nation-prinoiple in its unconditional form, whereby 
all discrimination against the other party is eliminated. The reserva- 
tion made — “nothing in this treaty shall be construed to restrict the 
right of either High Contracting Party to impose, on such terms as 
it may see fit, prohibitions or restrictions of a sanitary character 
designed to protect hmnan, animal, or plant life, or regulations for 
the enforcement of police or revenue laws” — ^refers to exceptions 
which would be deemed justified for special reasons, as for instance 
the prohibition on the importation of liquor, drugs etc. 

In view of the great importance of the stipulations in this article 
it is imperative to have a wording which eliminates any doubt con- 
cerning the true meaning of the unconditional most-favored-nation- 
clause. It appears as if the article in its present form leaves room for 
some doubt as to whether or not discrimination in violation of the 
terms of the treaty may be considered as having taken place, and 
a full explanation on this point would therefore seem warranted. 

Particular reference is made to the term “or revenue laws” at the 
end of Par. !• The view is expressed that, even if “revenue laws” 
include the tariff law, the term covers only such parts of the tariff 
law as contain stipulations of a sanitary character or prescribe that 
all imported goods shall be subjected to customs examination,, or 
others of a general character, but should not be considered as com- 
prising the special tariff rates in the law. According to this view 
the assessment of special dumping duties— prescribed in the Anti- 
dumping Act at present in force — on Swedish goods would constitute 
a discrimination and, consequently, a violation of the stipulations set 
forth in this article, unleffi said duties were at the same time levied 
on similar goods from all other countries. Likewise, an application 
of the principle of reciprocity embodied in certain sections of the 
Tariff Act of 1922 * — ^fco- instance Par. 1848 — against Swedish cement 
would be considered a discrimination. 

In order to make the point above referred to quite clear it would 
seem as if a more specific wording than is now contained in the 
last sentence of Par. 1 would be desiraUe, for instance by adding: 
“regulations for the enforcement of police andtrevenue laws relating 
to merchandise, the importation or tran^rtation of which is peo« 
hibited or regulated by law, without discnxniaating against the c^er 

■ , " , *, . 

h) ]|^ ia understood that the word “like” axtime in Tar. 2 relefs 
to tbn same artide as jneviously mentioned in the sentence. 
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Pasr. 7.® 

It is suggssted that the words ^^and merchandise^^ should be added 
at the end of the paragraph in order to mahe the sentence complete. 
Pair. 8^ 

а) It is suggested that to Pax. 8 a sentence he added to the effect 
that the privileges granted Cuba and the dependencies shall be ex- 
cepted only as long as the same privilege are not also granted a third 
power. 

&) On the part of Sweden reservations have to be made, first, for 
the privileges which Sweden has already granted and might in the 
future grant neighbouring countries in order to facilitate trade on 
the border, and, second, for the privileges which Sweden has granted 
or might in the future grant Norway or Denmark, or both of these 
coimtries, as long as the same privileges are not granted a third ^ate. 

akxioub vm 

iai) An explanation is desirable as to whether or not the trasosit 
duties mentioned in Article VlJuL refer to the same kind of duties 
as are mentioned in Article XVI. 

б) Eeservations are necessary on the part of Sweden with regard 
to certain regulations in the Swedidi law, which stipulate a special 
tax for: 

1. Alcohol produced from foreign raw materials in contra^ to 
Swedidi raw materials (not from f caeign rye, however) ; 

2. Starch produced from foreign raw materials (not feom fortign 
wheat, however). 

3. Manufactured tobacco. 

AjmcuBlX 

, ay As there is no general clause in this article giving full equality 
in every instance between the vessels of the High Contracting Parties, 
the’ suggestion is made that the article begin as follows: 

’ “T[he vessels ^d their cargo of either of the Hi gh Contracting 
Parties ^U, within the ports and the territorial waters of either 
country^ in all instances enjoy the same treatment as national vessels 
and their cargo, from wha.tev<ff place they may arrive, and whatever 
ipOT be their place of destination, and regardless of the origin of the 
<»*rgo or its destination,” . 

V (The present wording of Article 'I'X reipiiiiieB rsBervations on 
ti^.part of Sweden, so ttuit the stipulations ih the artiele do not 

’yiL '-ft ^ ^ . jv' , 

*81^ jM^ra^ <at art. TO treaty wtth Garaany, Dea 6, U88; Wonlm 
BsUiiont.^BSS, rot a, P.S&. 

parlfipaistiloi Urt. at trbaty/wtih GcHBaauy^ Sea 8^ BW} Mt, 
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extend to: 1. coastal trade, 2. certain facilities granted Swedidi 
fishermen, and 3. certain privileges accorded Finland with regard 
to the obligation of the use of pilot. 

o) As Article IX shall have only a short duration (12 months) it 
is desirable to have inserted the same general most-favored-nation- 
clause as suggested in Article VIE, Par. 5. 

Arttole XI 

a) For reasons given verbally, Sweden desires to have the last 
sentence in this article stating most-favored-nation-treatment with 
regard to coastal trade stricken out. 

5) On account of the shorter duration of this article it would be 
desirable to have the same general most-favored-nation-clause in- 
serted as suggested in Article VII, Par. 5. 

Arhoub XIV and XV 

It would be preferable on the part of Sweden to substitute the 
present detailed wording of Articles XIV and XV with a more 
general clause stating most-favored-nation-treatment similar to that 
contained in the treaty between the United States and Esthonia.^ 


AicnomXVI 

Sweden being a member of the Barcelona Convention of 1921* 
has to make reservations in conformity with the stipulations in said 
convention. 


ARncSuB XXX 

In case the stipulations in Par. 8, Article XXX,* describing a 
Sorter duration of certain articles in the treaty, should go into, effect, 
Sweden would like to have the assertion that she be granted most- 
favored-nation-treatment in the points covered by Article vn. 
Par. 5 and 6, and Articles X and XI. 

Washtnoton, M<mh $ 4 , 


''Fortisin BtHaiioM, 18S5, voL a, p. 70. 

* Xieague Natioos Treaty Series, vol. vs, p. 11. 

*Far, 8 reads as foUows: ‘Tbe Sftb and sixth parai^phs of Article Til 
and Arttdes Xt. and Xt shau rwnialn in force for twdve months from the 
date ot exchange of rattioatlona and if not then terminated on nteety days’ 
.smloiMi wrttee dbah reraaUt ln<foroe nntU either of the extracting 
Fartiee sum enact legiiaation. Inconsistent therewith when the same shall 
atrtamaitW^ laxe at the Xd <a sixty days from satin «bhctment»: and eh 
sashjapsitt eaei| CXbWttW Party shall att^X rtehts T^ichjt 
would nave posMsaed had soX paragraphs at articles not beeh einh»iced Ih the 
Treaty." . 
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711.682/22 

The Solicitor for the De'partment of State {Haohworth) to the 
Swedish Mimster {Bostrom) 


Washington, JvmA 13 , 1927 . 

Mt Dear Mr. Minister: Supplementing the conversations which 
you, Mr. Weidel,“ Mir. Barnes “ and I had Friday, June 3, on questions 
raised by your Government in regard to certain provisions of the draft 
of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Bights which 
is under negotiation, I have pleasure in sending you herewith, agree- 
ably to your request, a memorandum touching the points presented 
in your memorandum of March 24 last. 

Mr. Barnes and I will be glad to discuss with you or Mr. Weidel, 
at your convenience, any points touched on in these memoranda on 
which you may desire further esgplanation or any other questions 
relating to the provisions of the draft of tiie Treaty. 


Sincerely yours. 


Green H. Hackworth 


[Enclosure— Memorandum ] 

The Department of State to the Swedish LegatAon, 
Article I 


Par. 1. (ffl) The term “local laws and regulations” is understood 
bo comprise all laws and regulations whether National, State, Pro- 
vincial, Municipal or otherwise duly in force at the time when and 
at the place where any event occurs which comes within the terms 
of the paragraph, and applicable to all persons similarly situated; 


as, for instance, a restriction upon the height of buildings or upon 
tha age and training requirements for admission to a profession. 

(&) It is intended by the wold “hereafter” to restrict the privi- 
le^ secured by the most favored nation clause to those which may 
be Ranted after the coming into force of the treaty. It is not intended 


that the word shall be interpreted to include privileges of the most 
favored nation in force at the time the treaty comes into force. It is 
to be noted <hat with respect to such privileges the same treatment is 
accorded ^ is accorded to nationals of the country. The United 
no; objects to ih& omission of the words “here* 
:ai the Bwedi& Gover so derires. 

coB^d^ding sentanoe of Psasigraph 1#— 
ilisi^Bimtogi ’it^iaselves to aQ local laws and xeguloticuDs 

to ^ entire cfritent^of Aytiole I, Fmmgniph I. 


” Commercial Counselor of the Swedish Legaticm. 
^ As^bstant Solicitor, Department of State, 
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(d) It is understood that while the treaty confers upon the nationals 
of each of the High Contracting Parties only the right to own build- 
ings within the territory of the other, it does not exclude such nationals 
from the right to own land so far as the local laws permit land to be 
owned by foreigners. 

Par. 2. It is understood that the term “internal charges or taxes” 
refers to charges or taxes imposed upon persons or property within 
the country, for instance, an income tax or a tax on property, as 
distinguished from taxes which are a condition precedent to the 
admission of persons or property into the country, for instance, import 
duties. 

Par. §.** The term “immigrant” as defined in Section 3 of the Im- 
migration Act of 1924“ of the United States does not include “an 
alien visiting the United States temporarily as a tourist or temporarily 
for business or pleasure”. The reservation in paragraph 6 of Article 
I that nothing contained therein shall be construed to affect existing 
statutes of either of the High Contracting Parties in relation to the 
immigration of aliens or the right of either of the High Contracting 
Parties to enact such statutes is regarded as applicable to any statutes 
governing the entry of aliens into tlie United States and not merely 
to the provisions of the Immigration Act of 1924 concemiug aliens 
classified therein for the purposes of that Act as “immigrants”. It 
is understood that the stipulation in paragraph 1 of Article I, ac- 
cording most favored nation treatment, is to be applied to tourist 
traffic, but that this stipulation is limited by the reservation made in 
paragraph 5. 

It is further understood that the requirement at. the end of para- 
graph 1 “submitting themselves to all local laws and regulations 
duly established” includes the requirements of national laws and 
regulations respecting passports and visas. Therefore, it is believed 
that there is no need for a supplemental memorandum to the effect 
that the High Contracting Parties reserve the right to issue special 
regulations for the visa of passports. 

The United States desires to have the word “Article” in the secbfid ' 
line of the fifth paragraph of Article I replaced by the Word “Treaty”; 

Amons n 

Article U has the effect of according to aliens the right to treat- 
ment under Workmen's CoxQ|>ensation laws similar to that accorded 
to dtiseoa of the ^te of tme United States in which they reside. 
While the United States h wiling to consider the conclusion of a 
separa^ agreement with Swedwn covering workmen’s compenpati^ 

**SaetootBatoat9>. 741. . ' 
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it is pointed out that it is believed that the provisions of Article II 
are as comprehensive as any that the United States would be willing 
to enter into and that the United States would be glad if it should be 
acceptable to Sweden in its present form. 

Aetkxb IV 

It is observed that there are no restrictions in Swedish law similar 
to those assumed in Article IV. 

The Article was drafted in the light of the actual status of the 
right of aliens to dispose of and to acquire property in the United 
States by testamentary disposition or in cases of intestacy. The 
phraseology is similar to that used in earlier treaties of the United 
States, as for instance, the Convention as to the Tenure and Disposi- 
tion of Real and Personal Property, concluded March 2, 1899, between 
tbe United States and Great Britain.^ The provision is well known 
in American law and has served to protect the rights of aliens. Since 
it is believed that in practice the rights of Swedish nationals will be 
protected by the Article as drafted, this Government believes it unwise 
to adopt the suggestion that the Article be redrafted. 

Abticle V 

(а) In the United States the right to exercise freedom of worship 
as granted in Articles I and V of the draft is understood to include 
the right to exercise public worship. 

The limitation “submitting themselves to all local laws and regu- 
lations duly established” in Article I, paragraph 1, is understood to 
refer to laws and regulations which regulate the exercise of the rights 
granted in the paragraph. It is not understood to embrace laws or 
regulations having the effect of preventing the exercise of those rights 
by certain classes of nationals. 

(б) It is understood that the term “at liberty” as used in Article V 
^eans that the congregations shall have the right or be free to ■sforship 
in such buildings as they may have been permitted to erect and 

t^. The right to own, erect or lease and occupy appropriate build- 
ings and to lease lands for religious purposes is granted in the first 
paragraph of Article I. 

' Abucle YU 

Par. 1 and 2. (a) The comments made by the be 

given more detailed consideration. 

' ’ (5)' It is understood that the word “like” article in paragraph 2 
refers to the same article as previouSy mentioned & the 
‘ Par. It is agreed that the words “and goods” be added 
at the end Of paragraph seven. The word “and” in the last line of 

I* Malloy, Treaties, 1776-l90d, voL i; p. 774. 
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the paragraph before “vessels” -will then be omitted. The word 
“goods” is suggested instead of “merchandise” in order that the word- 
ing of the paragraph may be uniform. Paragraph 7 of Article VJLL 
will then read, the added words being imderlined: 

“With respect to the amount and collection of duties on imports 
and exports of every kind, each of the two High Contracting Parties 
binds itself to give to the nationals, vessels and goods of the other 
the advantage of every favor, privilege or immunity which it shall 
have accorded to the nationals, vessels and goods of a third State, 
whether such favored State shall have been accorded such treatment 

S ratuitously or in return for reciprocal compensatory treatment. 

very such favor, privilege or immunity whi^ shall hereafter be 
granted the nationals, vessels or goods of a third State ^all simul- 
taneously and unconditionally, without r^uest and without compen- 
sation, be extended to the other High Cfontracting Party, for the 
benefit of itself, its nationals, vessels and goodsP 

Par. 8.^* (®) It is agreed that there shall be added to Paragraph 
8 a sentence to the effect that the privileges granted to Cuba and 
the dependencies shall be excepted only so long as the same privi- 
leges are not granted to a third power. 

($} It is ag3reed that reservations may be made on behalf of 
Sweden of the privileges which Sweden has already granted or may 
in the future grant neighboring countries, in order to facilitate trade 
on the border. 

Paragraph 8 of Article VH will then read, the new provisions 
being underlined : *** 

“The stipulations of this Article do not extend: 

“(a) to the treatment which either OonWactkig Pa/rty shodZ accord 
tovwrely herder trasffio within a zone not eaceedmg ten miles (fifteen 
Mlometers) wide on either side of Us customs frontier; 

“(5) to the treatment which is accorded by the United States to the 
commerce of Cuba under the provisions of the Commercial Conven- 
tion concluded by the United States and Cuba on December 11. 1902,^^ 
or any other commercial convention which hereafter may be con- 
cludea to the United States with Cuba, or to the commerce of the 
United States with any of its dependencies and the Panama Canal 
2!one imder existing or future laws, so long as such speded treodment 
is not accorded to any other State? 

Sympathetic consideration ia being given to the request that a 
reservation be made in respect of the privileges which Sweden has 
granted or may in the future grant Norway or Denmark or both 
of tlfflBB countries. The Department would be grateful for infor- 
mation in regard to the privileges that are no% in existence. 

Hw vadbsdSmBL porUotos are tofinted in Italics. 

* See ewtaste 

''Wonian BHOettmt, 1006, p. STS. 
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ABTICtE VIII 

(a) It is understood that the transit duties mentioned in Article 
Vili are duties on articles imported into the territories of the Con- 
tracting Parties, whereas those referred to iu Article XVI are duties 
on goods in transit across the territory of a Contracting Party to a 
destination iu a third State, 

(5) It is understood that sympathetic consideration will be given 
to the suggestion that a reservation be made with regard to certain 
regulations in the Swedish law which stipulate for a special tax on : 

1. Alcohol produced from forei^ raw materials in contrast to 
Swedish raw materials (not from foreign rysj however) ; 

2. Starch produced from foreign raw materials (not from foreign 
wheat, however) ; 

3. Manufactured tobacco; 

It is suggested that this reservation, if agreed to, might be made 
as an exception or proviso in Article VllI rather than in an ex- 
change of notes to accompany the treaty, as was su gg ested in the 
Legation’s memorandum, in either case provision being made for most 
favored nation treatment in respect of products of the United States, 
Before making a final decision as to the acceptance of the proposed 
reservation, the Department would be glad to have for considera- 
tion detailed information in regard to the laws governing these taxes 
and, if possible, data as to the extent to which American products 
are involved, 

Arttcue IX 

(^) Careful conrideration will be given to the suggestion that a 
paragraph such as proposed in the Memorandum from the Legation 
of Sweden, be inserted at the beginning of Article IX or elsewhere 
in the draft giving full equality in every instance between the ves- 
sels of the ffigh Contracting Parties, It is mentioned, however, that 
the stipulations of Article IX as drafted relate only to duties and 
other charges, and also that in the view of the Department the entire 
substance of the paragraph suggested by the Legation is embraced 
hi other Articles of the draft, specifically Article VH, paragraphs 
1, 5, 6, 7 and 8, and Article XI, 

ifi) 1, It is believed that no reservation is necesaaiy to prevent the 
•stijiulations of this Article appljdng to the coasting trade as a staie- 
towit of the non-applicability of the entire trea<y to the coasting trade 
is contained in Artide XI. 

, I®' view of the fact that the rights granted to vesaails under th e 

Treaty are granted “under the same conditions” as to 
sels, and as no rights in regard to fishing are granted under the 
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Treaty, it is believed that there is no necessity for a reservation of 
certain facilities granted Swedish fishermen. 

3. The Department will be glad to be informed in regard to the 
character of the privileges accorded Finland with regard to the obli- 
gation to use a pilot, and to receive from the Liegation a draft of the 
reservation which it asks to have made. 

(e) It is agreed that syjjipathetic consideration will be given to 
the proposal that a most favored nation clause be inserted in Article 
XXX to provide for the contingency of the termination of Article 
IX before the expiration of the remainder of the treaty. (See 
Article XXX). 

Aeticsue XI 

(a) Consideration is being given to the request that the last sen- 
tence of Article XI according most favored nation treatment with 
regard to coasting trade be stricken out. The Department asksi, how- 
ever, whether the Government of Sweden would accept the proposal 
in the draft limited, however, to such privileges in the coasting trade 
as may be granted in future. 

(5) It is agreed that sympathetic consideration will be given to 
the proposal that a most favored nation clause be inserted in Article 
XXX to provide for the contingency of the termination of Article 
XI before the expiration of the remainder of the treaty. (See 
Article XXX). 

AjmcuBs XIV AND XV 

It is agreed that a most favored nation clause in regard to the 
treatment of commercisd travelers will be substituted for the detailed 
provisions of Articles XIV and XV, if the treatment in respect of 
them accorded by each party to the most favored nation is accept- 
able to the other party. The treatment to which commercial trav- 
elers representing Swedish interests would be entitled under a most 
favored nation clause is that provided in Articles XIV and XV of 
the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights between 
the United States and Germany which Articles are identical with 
Articles XIV and XV of the draft. It is apparent, therefore, that 
commercial tiavders representing Swedish business houses would be 
accorded the same treatment in the United States imder a most 
&vored nation provision as if Articles XIV and XV of the draft 
are agreed to. A statement of the treatment which commercial trav- 
elers representing American merchants, etc., would be accorded in 
Sweden under the most favored nation clau% is desired. 

The following most favored nation clause would be agreed to by 
the United States if the treatment which would he accorded thereun- 


smxe — m 
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der to commercial travelers representing American merchants in 
Sweden, should after consideration by this Government appear to be 
Satisfactory : 

“Commercial travelers representing manufacturers, merchants and 
traders domiciled in the territories of either High Contracting Party 
shall on their entry into and sojourn in the territories of the other 
Party and on their departure therefrom be accorded the most favored 
nation treatment in respect of customs and other privileges and of all 
charges and taxes of whatever denomination applicable to them or to 
their samples. 

“If either High Contracting Party require the presentation of an 
authentic document establishing the identity and authority of a com- 
mercial traveler, a signed statement by the concern or concerns repre- 
sented, certified by a consular officer of the country of destination 
shall be accepted as satisfactory.” 

Article XVI 

A statement of the reservations which Sweden would desire to make 
in conformity with the stipulations of the Barcelona Convention of 
1921 on freedom of transit, is desired. 

Artcole XXX 

The Department is willing to give sympathetic consideration to the 
proposal made by the Legation that provision be made in Article 
XXX for most favored nation treatment in respect of the provisions 
of Paragraphs 5 and 6 of Article VII and of Articles IX and XI, 
in the event of the termination of any or all of these provisions prior 
to the termination of the remainder of the treaty. It is suggested 
that the desire of the Swedish Government would be met if changes 
as follows were made in the third paragraph of Article XXX: 
Strike out all of the first sentence of that paragraph following tlie 
word “enactment” in the 13th line thereof, place a period after enact- 
ment, and add a new sentence as follows: “If the fifth or sixth para- 
graph of Article VII or Article IX or Article XI be terminated or 
lapse in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph, each of the 
High Contracting Parties shall enjoy, unconditionally and without 
compensation, the same treatmmt in respect of the subject matter 
of such paragraph or Article as is accorded the other Party to 
the most favored foreign nation.” 

The third paragraph of Article XXX will then read, the suggested 
new provision being underlined 

“T^ fifth and sixth paragraphs of Article VH and Articlee IX 
and 'Xl shall remain in force for twelve mont^' fitom the date of 

" "T " , , 

The underlined portions are printed In italics. 
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exchange of ratifications, and if not then terminated on ninety days’ 
previous notice shall remain in force until either of the High G)n- 
tracting Parties shall enact legislation inconsistent therewith when 
the same shall automatically lapse at the end of sixty days from such 
enactment. If the fifth or sixth paragraph of Article VII or Article 
IX or XI 1)6 t&rmmaied or lapse in accordance with the provisions 
of this ^a^agraph^ each of the High Oontraotmg Parties shcdl enjoy^ 
wncondztionally and without compensation, the same treatment in 
respect of the subject matter of such paragraph or Article as is 
accorded oy the other Party to the most famored foreign nation” 

While as hereinbefore indicated the Department is giving sympa- 
thetic consideration to this suggestion from the Legation of Sweden, 
it is believed that it is necessary to remark that such a provision, if 
included in the Treaty, might become an impediment to ratification 
by the United States. The third paragraph of Article XXX of the 
draft conformed strictly to the reservation made by the Senate of 
the United States when giving its advice and consent to the ratifica- 
tion of the Treaty of December 8, 1923, between the United States 
and Germany and the provision for most favored nation treatment 
imder consideration would constitute a variation of that reservation 
which might not be acceptable to the Senate. 

Inquiry is made, therefore, whether the Government of Sweden 
would consider the withdrawal of this proposal. 

WASHiNcrroN, June IS, 19^7. 


711.882/24 

The Swedish Minister {Bostrom) to the Solicitor for the 
Department of State {Hachworth) 


WASHiNGT03sr, Jv/oe H., 19^. 

Mx Dear Mr. Hackworth: Many thanks for your letter of June 
18th and the accompanying memorandum relating to certain points 
in the proposed Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular 
Eights between Sweden and the United States. 

I have not failed to take the matter up with my Government and 
will be glad to avail myself of your kind offer, should occasion arise 
later on.“ 

Yours sinoerdy, 


W. Bosirom 


'Oontiiraatioa of s^iotiations did not result in tbe condnslon of a treaty. 
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NONAPPLICABILITT TO THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS OF ARRANGE- 
MENTS BETWEEN TBffi UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN GOVERN- 
MENTS FOR RECIPROCAL EXEMPTION FROM INCOME TAX ON 
SHIPPING PROFITS” 

811.612858 Sliippiiig/27 

TJie Swedish Legation to the Depa/rtment of State 
MEaiOHANDUM 

This Legation has been informed that the authorities in the Philip- 
pine Islands have taken steps to tax ships belonging to A/B Svenska 
Ostindiska Eompaniet in Gothenburg and stopping at Philippine 
ports. 

Section 2, point 5, of Section 213, &.8, of the TJ. S. Itevenue Acts of 
1921 and subsequent years, which exempts from taxation, under the 
principle of reeiproci^, tiie income of a non-resident alien or foreign 
corporation which consists exclusively of eamiugs derived from the 
operation of a ship, does not extend to the Philippine Islands, and 
while it would thus seem that there is no formal hindrance against 
the Philippine authorities’ subjecting Swedish shipping to double 
taxation in the Philippine Islands, nevertheless the Swedish Govern- 
ment would deem it proper that the same principles whidi apply 
between the United States and Sweden regarding the taxation of Up- 
ping be extended also to shipping in the Philippine Islands, especially 
as such privilege has, according to information received by the 
Swedish Government, been granted to British shipping. 

WAfflEONGTON, August 21, 1926. 


811.512341 SUpplne/58 

TJie Seeretafry of State to the Swedish Chcergi {Assamson) 


WASHmcnoN, Avgust 10, 1927. 

Sm: Adverting to the Legation’s memorandum of August 21, 
and to subsequent correspondence and interviews of the Ifinister at) 
the Department in regard to the treatment of Swedidi vessels in the 
matter of tax on income derived from operations in the Philippine 
Islands, I beg to confinn the statement made in the 
referred to and in the Department’s note to the of May 21, 

1927,*^ to the effect that the provisions of the Acts of pur- 

suant to which arrangements are entered into by the United 


^ resi^tliig arrangement between tbe United Statee ft"* 
Swedra for reciprocal exemption tetm Income tax on sblpntaa wo^ **“ 

RelaUom, 1928k voL n, pp. 876 tt pcobh, m 

* Subsequent correspondence not printed. 

* Not printed. 
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with foreign Governments for the reciprocal exemption from tax on 
income derived from the operation of American vessels in foreign 
countries and of folfeign vessels in the United States, do not apply to 
the Philippine Islands, I desire also to confirm the information con- 
tained in the Department’s memorandum of January 26, 1927,** to the 
effect that the existing income tax law of the Philippine Islands con- 
tained no provision for the reciprocal exemption &om income tax on 
shipping, and that exceptional or preferential treatment had not been 
extended to British shipping in the Philippine Islands. 

Inasmuch as the Acts of Congress, providing for the reciprocal 
exemption from taxes on income derived from the operation of ves- 
sels, do not apply to the Philippine Islands, and since the laws of 
the Philippine Islands do not provide for any reciprocal exemption, 
there is no authorization of law for extending to the Philippine 
Islands the arrangements which have been made for the exemption 
of foreign vessels from tax on income derived from operations in 
the United States. You will appreciate that in view of the fore- 
going the arrangement which the Legation, in its memorandum of 
August 21, 1926, stated the Swedish Government felt should be ex- 
tended to the Philippine Islands, cannot, in the present state of the 
applicable law, be so extended. 

With respect to the inquiry made orally by the Minister, whether 
American vessels in the Philippine Islands are exempt from tax on 
income, I beg to inform you that it is the understanding of the 
Department that, under existing law in the Philippine Islands, 
American vessels do not enjoy exemption from tax on income derived 
from the operation of vessels in the PhiUppine Islands. It may be 
stated, however, that it is the view of the Government of the United 
States that in the absence of a treaty between the United States and 
Sweden, granting to Swedish vessels the same treatment in the 
Philippine Islands that American vessels receive there in the matter 
of tax on income, the question whether American vessels are or are 
not exempt from tax on income in the Philippine Islands would 
have no bearing on the treatment which vessels of Sweden are en- 
titled to receive. 

I trust that the foregoing will remove any misunderstanding which 
exiata regarding Swedirii shipping in the Philippine Islands. 

Accept [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

W. B. Gasub, Jr, 





SWITZERLAND 

RESTRICTIONS BY SWISS AUTHORITIES UPON DIPLOMATIC IMMUNI- 
TIES OP iwnBMTtERS OF STAFFS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS IN SWITZER- 
LAND 

701.00/130 

TTiet Secretary of State to the Mirdster m Switzerland {Gibson) 

No. 523 Washington, October fS, 19^6. 

Sir : The Department has received your despatch No. 954 of August 
7, 1926,^ relative to the imposition of a fine by the Swiss authorities 
on your chauffeur, who is understood to be a Swiss national, on 
account of his alleged violation of the speed regulations. You in- 
form the Department that in answer to represfflatations which you 
made to the Political Department you were advised by the latter 
that it was unable to take any action in the matter inasmuch as your 
chauffeur is a Swiss citizen and, therefore, “not covered by your 
diplomatic status”. You request the Department’s advice in the 
matter. 

In reply you are informed that the question whether immunity 
should be extended to the members of a mission who are subjects 
of the receiving State does not appear to have been definitely settled. 

Oppenheim states (Volume 1, page 644 [4^5])* that it is a cus- 
tomary rule of international law that the receiving State must grant 
to all persoM in the private service of the envoy and of the members 
of his Legation, pr<wided such persons are not sndojecU of the reoeko- 
ing State, exemption from civil and criminal juris^ction. 

Woolsey states, on page 1421 of his work on international 

law, that the reasons for the exemption from the local jurisdiction 
in the case of servants, especkdly of natives of the eountry^ whom 
the foreign Minister hires, are of little cogency, sinoo, he states, 
others could be speedily found to take their pla^, but that this 
exemption is tolerably vrell established. 

Hyde (Volume 1, page 756) ‘makes the following statement: 

*Not printed. 

*L. Oppentielni, International Law, A Treatise (Loncotaafli Ones, aad 00.. 
London, 1905). 

‘Theodore Dwight Woolsey, Introduction to the Studv of IiUenuttioiM Imw, 
6th ed. (Charles Scribner’s Sons, New Yorl^ IS^). 

‘Charles Cheney Hyde, International Law, OMefisi as Interpretoi and 
hU the United Btates (Boston, Little, Brown, and Oorapany, 39^). 
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“A servant, or other member of the unofBcial staff of a mission 
who is not a national of the State of sojourn, appears to be increas- 
ingly regarded as sharing his master’s immunity throughout the 
period of service; yet upon his discharge therefrom, to be subjected 
to the local law, and punishable, if need be, for criminal acts com- 
mitted during the course of his employment.” 

As confirming the foregoing conclusions, reference may be made 
to the case of the German coachman of the French Embassy at Berlin 
who was fined sixty marks for a violation of a municipal regula- 
tion without any pi’otest being made by the Embassy. (lievue G4n- 
4rale de Droit International Public, Volume 2, page 354, 1888). 
Eeference may also be made to the case of the Italian coacWan of 
the German Embassy in Eome, who, in 1881, was condemned to two 
months’ imprisonment by an Italian court, and to the case of the 
Italian coachman of the Colombian Legation, who was fined twenty 
lire by the authorities of Borne in 1894. (The same Eevue, Volume 
16, page 378). In the same journal there are cited two instances in 
which the chauffeurs of the American Embassies in London and in 
Eome were both held immune from the local jurisdiction, but no 
mention is made in the article in question to the nationality of these 
two domestics. 

On the other hand, Hershey, on page 142 of his work on Diplo- 
matic Agents and Immunities,® cites the following from Halleck:* 

“It was at one time contended that the subjects of the State to 
which a public minister is accredited do not participate in his rights 
of extra-territoriality, but are justifiable by the tribunals of toeir 
country. But the better opinion seems to be that, although such 
State may prohibit its subjects from becoming the employees or 
seiwants of a foreign minister, if it do not so prohibit them, they 
are, while so employed, to be considered without the limits of its 
jurisdiction.” 

It would seem from the foregoing that it is not definitely estab- 
lished that as a general principle of international law a chauffeur in 
the employ of a foreign Minister would, in a case where the chauffeur 
is a citizen or subject of the country of the Minister’s sojourn, be 
entitled to claim immunity from the local jurisdiction. It xmj be 
observed, however, that the rule as given by Halleck appears to have 
been followed by this Government in the matter of according im- 
munity to the servants of foreign diplomatic representatives in this 
country. 

As you are doubtless aware, Section 4063 of the Bevised Statutes 
oontains a provision xendoring void any writ or process directed 

*!axaos S. HerSbe;^, Affewis amd ImmmtiUoB (Washington, Qpr- 

amamt POaUat Qnna 

SaUodb'a Jntmwltoaat Law, etc., 40* ed. 
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against a public Minister authorized and received as such by the 
President, or any domestic or domestic servant of ^ch Minister, and 
Section 4064 imposes a penalty upon persons suing out such writ 
or process. Section 4065 provides that Sections 4063 and 4064 shaU 
not apply to any case where the person against whom the process 
is issued is a citizen or inhabitant of the United States in the service 
of a public Minister and the process is founded upon a debt con- 
tracted before the citizen or inhabitant entered upon ^ such service. 

It will be observed from the foregoing that the provision in Action 
4065 of the Eevised Statutes concerning American citizens or inhabi- 
tants does not relate to offenses alleged to have been committed by 
while in the actual employ of a public Minister, and that con- 
sequently an Ajnerican chauffeur of a foreign diplomatic official in 
this country would be immune from any penalty provided by law 
for violation of speed regulations. In view of the lack of uniformity 
in the practice of States with respect to the panting of immunity 
from the local jurisdiction to employees of missions who are nationals 
of the receiving State, claim to immunity can hardly be asserted 
as a general principle of international law. Any representation on 
the subject would more properly be made on the basis of reciprocity 
and comity between friendly States. 

You are consequently instructed to bring to the attention of the 
Swiss authorities the provisions of Sections 4063-4066 of the Bevised 
Statutes of the United States, and to point out that American 
chauffeurs of foreign diplomatic officials in this country are not 
subject to penalties for the infraction of traffic regulations committed 
in the course of their employment; that this immunity is granted 
for the convenience of and as a courte^ to the foreign diplomatic 
missions; and that the Department considers that it is warranted in 
inquiring whether on the basis of reciprocity chauffeurs in the per- 
manent employ of your mission irrespective of their nationality may 
not be accorded like immunity, the lack of which may greatly incon- 
venience the members of a diplomatic mission in their movemmit 
in the country in which they are stationed. You may add that this 
Government indulges the hope that, as a result of the foregoing as- 
surances concerning the courtesies ^own the Swiss Iiegation at tbie 
capital with respect to its employees, the Political Department will 
take the necessary steps to reciprocate. You will, of oouzae, assure 
the Political Department that your chauffeur has strict instructians 
to comply at all times with the pertinent Swiss laws and iwgvda- 
tions pertaming to automobiles. 

Should the Swiss authorities find themselves imablA to adopt the 
Department’s suggestion, the Department will giv« to 

^ qvMstiim of rentovh^ the names of any Amertcsn employMB of tfeia 
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Embassies and Legations in Waslmigton not 'printed in fhe Diplo- 
matio List. There is appended herewith for your convenience the 
text of Sections 4063, 4064 and 4066 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States: 


“Section 4063. Whenever any writ or process is sued out or prose- 
cuted by any person in any court of the United States, or of a State, 
or by any judge or justice, whereby the person of any public minister 
of any foreign prince or state, authorized and received as such by the 
President or any domestic or domestic servant of any such minister, is 
arrested or imprisoned, or his goods or dhiattels are distrained, seized, 
or attached, such writ or process shall be deemed void. 

“Section 4064. Whenever any writ or process is sued out in viola- 
tion of the preceding section, every person by whom the same is ob- 
tained or prosecuted, whether as party or as attorney or solicitor, 
and every officer concerned in executing it, shall be deemed a violator 
of &e laws of nations and a disturber of the public repose, and shall 
be imprisoned for not more than three years, and fined at the discre- 
tion of the court. 

“Section 4065. The two preceding sections shall not apply to any 
case where the person against whom the process is issued/ is a citizen 
or inhabitant of the United States, in the service of a public minister, 
and the process is founded upon a debt contracted before he entered 
upon such service; nor shall the preceding section apply to any case 
where the person against whom the process is issued is a domestic 
servant of a public minister, unless the name of the servant has, 
before the issuing thereof, been registered in the Department of State, 
and transmitted by the Secretary of State to the marshal of the 
District of Columbia, who shall upon receipt thereof post the same in 
some public place in his office.” 


I am [etc.] 


For the Secretary of State: 

Joseph C. Grew 


701.05/186 

The OTiongi in B'witzerland (Marriner) to the Seoretary of State 

No. 1104 Beknx, Janiuary 29, 19^. 

[Received February 10.] 

8m: I have the honor to refer to the Department’s instruction 
No. 628, of October 2, 1926, concerning the immunity of the Swiss 
chauffeur of the Minister; and to enclose a copy and translation of 
a note from the Federal Political Department ^ in reply to the Lega- 
tion’ls note setting forth the substance of the Department’s instruction 
under referwice. It will be noted that the Swiss Gk>vemmeat re- 
foeee to recognize any jurisdictional immunity for Swiss subjects un- 
der any oonditionB and adds that it would see no reason why servants 
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of the Swiss Minister of the United States of American nationality 
should not be subject to the local laws under the same conditions. It 
will likewise be noted that no attention is given to the granting of 
these immunities as an act of courtesy. 

I have [etc.] J. Theodobb Makbiner 

701.06/188 

The Charge m SwUserland {Dolbea/re) to the Secretary of State 

No. 1232 Beene, June 10, 19B7. 

[Eeceived June 28.] 

Sm : Upon my arrival in Berne I learned that during the preceding 
month a clerk in this Legation had violated a local ordinance involv- 
ing a fine of twenty francs and that the matter had come to the atten- 
tion of the police. I called immediately upon the householder on 
whose property the trespass had taken place to give him apologies 
on behalf of the Legation and of the individual concerned. He was 
most friendly in the matter and stated that as soon as he had learned 
the natmre of the affair he had at once communicated both with the 
police and with the Foreign Office to the effect that he had not the 
slightest wish to sustain the charge. The Foreign Office took no 
action and I had supposed the matter concluded. Yesterday, how- 
ever, a police officer called at the dwelling of the clerk bringing to 
him an official statement that a fine had been imposed on him in the 
amount of twenty francs plus five francs for the cost of execution. 

Calling at the Federal Political Department on another matter, 
I mentioned this affair and asked whether it was not customary for 
the Political Department to notify the Legation in the event that 
one of its staff contravened any of the local regulations or ordinances. 
My attention was thereupon drawn to a circular issued by the Polit- 
ical Department on February 14, 1921, setting forth the attitude 
taken by the Swiss Government toward Chiefs of Mission, diplo- 
matic personnel, and “technical or auxiliary official personnel'’ of 
the Legations. It appears that in the Swiss view a Chief of Mis- 
sion enjoys immunity for himself, his family and domestics; other 
duly accredited diplomatic officers enjoy immunity from the local 
jurisdiction and freedom from local taxation; the remainder of the 
Legation’s personnel enjoys, by courtesy, exemprion fr«m local tax- 
ation and from the laws requiring the surrender of passports, but 
does not enjoy immunity from local police jurisdiction. 

This circular instruction was transmitted to the Department with 
the Legation’s despatch No. 514, February 21, 1921, and adknowledj^ 
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by the Department’s instruction No. 200, May 2, 1921,® but no com- 
ment was made on the restriction therein set forth on privileges of the 
employees of the Legation so far as their submission to the local police 
is concerned. 

It is apparent that strangers in the country unacquainted with all 
the laws of the place might unwittingly contravene police regulations 
and there is a distinct possibility of the work of the Mission being 
handicapped if its staff may be interfered with by the police. On 
the other hand, the Swiss Government has not only the problem of 
harboring at Berne a certain number of foreigners in the employ of 
the various Legations, but has also the problem at Geneva of the 
extensive Secretariat of the League of Nations which includes 
hundreds of persons. 

I mentioned to the Political Department that I was doubtful 
whether the American Government had taken full cognizance of 
the position taken by the Swiss Government in this matter and stated 
that I should be grateful if the proceedings against the Legation’s 
employee might be delayed until the Legation could acquaint the 
Department of State with the problem and learn its position in the 
matter. In the event that the Department of State accords more 
liberal treatment to duly registered Legation employees in Washing- 
ton, I ahould be glad to receive instructions as to what action should 
be taken. If, however, the Department holds that the employees 
of foreign Legations in Washington are subject to the police juris- 
diction of that city, I should be glad to be informed in order that 
I may advise the clerk in question to pay the fine without further 
delay. 

I may add that a withdrawal of immunity from employees of the 
Swiss Legation in Washington would fail to influence the Political 
Department in the matter. In fact, the oflicial with whom I spoke 
stated that as these matters were usually on a reciprocal basis he 
could quite well foresee that the Department would restrict Swiss 
privileges in Washington and in this event the Political Department 
could raise no objection. In general, the tendency of the Swiss Gov- 
ernment is to restrict the courtesies and privileges accorded to diplo- 
matic officers to a minimum and the Department may wish to con- 
sider whether in negotiating a treaty of commerce and amity with 
Switzerland in the near future it would not be well to include an 
article defining the privileges and immunities to be accorded on a 
rediprocal basis to diplomatic officers and Legation personnel of the 
omttraoting parties. 

.1 haTe [etc.} Fanosmo B. DmaBABs 


'Neittiar iniated. 
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701.06/188 

TTie SsoTetary of State to the Ministev in Switsevland (fWilson) 

No. 24 Washington, Jvly 29 , 1927 . 

Sir: The Department has received the Legation’s despatch No. 
1232 of June 10, 1927, in -whidi it is reported that a clerk in the 
employ of the Legation has violated a local ordinance involving a 
fine of twenty francs by committing a trespass upon certain property 
and that notwithstanding the fact that the owner of the property 
affected was not disposed to press any charge against the clerk, a 
police officer called at the residence of the clerk and demanded that 
he pay a fine of twenty francs with an additional cost of five francs. 
It appears from your despatch that the Swiss authorities hold that 
a clerk in the employ of a diplomatic mission is not exempt from 
the local police jurisdiction. 

The Department assumes that you have reference to one of the 
American clerks employed by the Legation and not the Swiss clerk 
who is a member of the Legation suite. Under the generally ac- 
cepted principles of international law, the immunities to which a 
Chief of Mission is entitled are shared by his retinue or suite which 
includes clerks employed by the diplomatic mission. In view of 
this principle under which a member of the suite enjoys immunity 
from the local civil and criminal jurisdiction, the Department does 
not understand the attitude of the Swiss authorities in apparently 
holding that the clerk in question is subject to the local police juris- 
diction. It is regretted, therefore, that instead of making a demand 
directly upon the clerk the Swiss authorities did not take up the 
matter through your Legation. 

It is requested that you recall this case to the attention of the Swiss 
authorities and that you lay especial emphasis upon the fact that 
not only were apologies for the trespass given on behalf of the Lega- 
tion, but that the individual upon whose property the trespass oc- 
curred had no desire to press the case against the clerk of the Lega- 
tion. In the circumstances you should express the hope that the 
charges against the clerk will be dropped. In bringing the matter 
to the attention of the Foreign Office you may, in referring to the 
practice of this Government in according immunity to members of 
the diplomatic mission and the members of their suite, refer to Sec- 
tion 4063 of the revised Statutes of the United States making void 
any -writ or process sued out or prosecuted whereby the person of any 
public minister of any foreign state or any domestic servant of such 
minister is arrested or imprisoned ; and to Section 4064 of the Bevised 
Statutes providing for the imposition of a penalty upon any one 
responsible for the issuance of any writ or process d^ribed in Sec- 
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tion 4063. In this relation, you may point out that it is the prac- 
tice of this Government to regard as included within the protection 
of these Statutes clerks employed in foreign missions at this capital. 

In view of the fact that the Swiss Government has specifically 
contended that employes of your mission who are of Swiss nationality 
are not entitled to exemption from the local jurisdiction, the Depart- 
ment regrets that you did not indicate specifically whether or not 
you were referring to a clerk of American nationality. However, 
as of possible interest to the Legation in connection with the princi- 
ples involved in cases where employes of Swiss nationality are con- 
cerned, your attention is invited to the Department’s instruction No. 
523 of October 2, 1926, which deals in some detail with the question 
involved in the imposition of a fine by the Swiss authorities on a 
chauffeur, employed by Minister Gibson, who was understood to be a 
Swiss national. The case was discussed in Minister Gibson’s des- 
patch No. 964 of August 7, 1926,* in which the Minister reported that 
while returning from Berne to Geneva by motor his car was stopped 
in the streets of the village of Domdidier by a gendarme who took 
note of the car and the name and address of the chauffeur. Your 
attention is also invited to an instruction which the Department ad- 
dressed to the American Charg4 d’Affaires at Budape^ under date 
of November 13, 1926, in reply to a request from the Legation to be 
informed whether the Department had ever issued any instructions 
to American diplomatic missions on the subject of diplomatic im- 
munities as applied to servants and other employes of foreign mis- 
sions. A copy of the Department’s instruction of November 13, 1926, 
is herewith enclosed for your information.’® 

With respect to the specific case of the clerk refen-ed to in your 
despatch under acknowledgment, the Department suggests that in 
view of the small amount involved it may be advisable for you to 
authorize the clerk to pay the fine under protest with the reservation 
that this Government does not recognize the right of the Swiss au- 
thorities to deny immunity in this case. However, you should not 
tab» this course unless you find that the case will be protracted as a 
result of a determination on the part of the Swiss authorities to re- 
fuse to drop the charges against the clerk as requested by your 
Legation. 

The Department notes the statement in your despatch that in 
general the tendency of the Swiss Government is to restrict the cour- 
tesies and privileges accorded to diplomatic officers to a minimum as 
well as your suggestion that the Department might wish to consider 

*Not printed. 

*2K>t printed. Tbe Obargd was Infonned tluit “The Department does not 
a| g w^ «n have baaed anr general InstractlonB on this sabject” (Vile No. 
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whether in negotiating a treaty of commerce and amity with Switzer- 
land it would not be well to include an article de fin i n g the imm unities 
and privileges to be accorded on a reciprocal basis to diplomatic offi- 
cers and legation personnel of the contracting parties. Your sugges- 
tion in this connection will be kept in mind for possible future 


consideration. 
I am [etc.] 


For the Secretary of State: 

W. E. Castle, Jr. 



TURKEY 

agreement between the united states and turkey to 

ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR RELATIONS AND TO PRE- 
SERVE THE “STATUS QUO” IN COMMERCIAL RELATIONS, EFFECTED 
by EXCHANGES OP NOTES, FEBRUARY 17, 1927 


711 . 672 / 53211 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Hiyh Qom/nmsioner in Turkey {Bristol) 

WASHnsroTOiir, January 4, 19^7 — 6 p. m. 

1. Treaty will be taken up in secret executive session of Senate 
today.^ 

EjSLLOGO 


711.672/636a : Telegram 

The Seoretary of State to the High Oommissioner m Turkey {Bristol) 

£ Paraphrase] 

WAsiaiNGTON, Jcmuary 11, 19^7 — 6 p. m. 

S. For your own information. According to recent develop- 
ments of opinion in the Senate r^arding the treaty, the indications 
are that the alternative may soon present itself of rejection of the 
treaty or consent to ratification subject to the condition that ratifi- 
cations shall not be exchanged until the United States shall have 
negotiated a naturalisation convention with Turkey.* 

KtETiTOOP 


711.672/587 : 'relegnm 

The ffiffh Ootmniesioner in Turkey {Bristol) to the Secretary of State 

CkiNSXAimNortH, Jomiary IS, 19^7— noon. 

[Received January 18 — 10:17 a. m.] 

5. From sources unknown to us, Turkish press is inspired with 
idea that ratification of the treaty by the Senate is forgone con- 
duaion. 

BBisixm 

'‘Hm general treaty between the United States and Turkey wae signed at 
Laaaanne, Aug. 6^ 19m (Fonl 0 i lUUMons, 18S8, voL jx, p. 1158). Eor pterions 
correspoBdence cfracerntng the ratUcatlon ot the treaty, see ibid., 1926, voL n, jgk. 

974 ft. 

*8ee ttodaton by the Dennrtniant <a State to postpwe negotiations for a 
ittfteailMtiaa treaty wKSi Tmkey, ibid., im, vol. n, pp. llSl a. 
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711.672/537 : Telegram 

Th& Secretary of State to the High Commissioner m Turkey {Bristol) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washikgton, January 13^ 19Z7 — 6 p. m. 

6. Your telegram No. 5, Januai^ 13, noon. You should discreetly 
da everything you can to dispel any idea that advice and consent 
to the ratification of the treaty by the Senate is a foregone con- 
clusion, indicating that at the present time opposition is particularly 
active and strong. 

In view of the possibility set forth in the Department’s No. 5, 
January 11, 6 p. m., undue optimism in Turkish circles in regard 
to the approval of the treaty would be more regrettable. 

Eellogo 


T11.672/689b : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the High Commissioner in Turkey {Bristol) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washestoton, Jammy 18, 19S7—6 p. m. 

9. The treaty failed of approval by the Senate, the vote being 
50 for and 34 against. 

Be prepared to proceed to Angora immediately upon receipt of 
complete instructions which are being telegraphed to you separately. 

Kehogo 


711.672/539C : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the High Commissioner *» Turkey {Bristol) 

[Paraphrase] 

WASHTNTGToisr, J cmuary 18^ l$B7—7 p. m. 

10. It is the desire of the Department that you proceed inoucoe- 
diately to Angora to confer with Ismet Pasha * and Tewfik Bouschdy 
Bey.^ Ton will explain to them that acting under instructions from 
your Government yon have come to Angora to make it clear that 
the failure of the United States Senate to give its advice and consent 
to ratification of the treaty should not be considered as a sign that 
the Government of the United States does not wish to maintain 
friendly relations with the present Government of Turkey* You 
will explain that the executive branch of your Govenament hag 
spared no efforts to obtain the approval of the treaty by the Senate, 


• Turkish Premier. ' 

Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs. An altematiTe txansliteiratSeii tor 
‘Tlonschdy” is “KoueMi”. amm 
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and that the explanation of the negative action of the Senate is to 
be found in the domestic political situation in the United States. 
In this connection you vill refer to the failure of this Government 
to ratify the Versailles Treaty and other treaties negotiated in 1919 
at Paris, and indicate that this fact did not prevent the United 
States from eventually negotiating and ratifying treaties with Ger- 
many, Austria, and Hungary. You will terminate this phase of your 
remarks with an emphatic statement that the Government of the 
United States wishes to deal in as constructive and positive a 
manner as possible with the situation which was brought about as 
a result of the failure to ratify the treaty* of August 6, 1923, and 
that it would sincerely regret any change in the friendly relations 
which have existed during the past few years between the two 
countries despite the lack of a modern treaty relationship. 

You should say that while access to the markets of the United 
States is important to Turkish producers, especially of figs and 
tobacco, and that commercial activity in Turkey is of ever greater 
interest to American manufacturers and businessmen, and that while 
the Governments of the United States and Turkey undoubtedly have 
legal power to meet tariff discrimination with tariff retaliation, the 
Government of the United States would much deplore any course 
calculated to lead to such a result. It is confident that with the good 
will which has guided the actions of both Governments heretofore, 
the economic interests of both Nations can be preserved and developed 
on a basis of equality and reciprocity. 

After you have used the above considerations to introduce the 
subject, you should then try to ascertain the views of the Government 
of Turkey with regard to the situation which resulted from the 
failure to ratify the treaty and especially with regard to taking one 
or a combination of the following steps : 

(1) An exchan^ of notes providing for {a) the maintenance of 
the stattig guo wim regard to the treatment of Turks in the United 
States and the treatment of Americans in Turkey, and (&) a resump- 
tion of diplomatic relations. 

(2) An exchange of notes which shall accord mutual unconditional 
moet-favored-nation treatment in customs matters, to be followed, 
as a separate and further step, by the resumption of diplomatic 
relations. The United States has made such agreements according 
mutual unconditional most-favored-nation treatment in customs 
matters with eleven countries including Brazil, Czechoslovakia, 
Greece, Latvia, and Lithuania.* 

J 8) A resumption of diplomatic relations without a previknis 
hange of laotes. 

In general, the Government of the United States would prefer to 
reach an agreement with the Government of Turkey by an exchange 

*SVir dtatioos to tbese agseemeaia, see footnotes to Instniction Ko. 116% 
Aug. St, 109% to tbe Axedteuwador in BranU, JPertig* Beiatiotu, 10$^ voL p. SflO. 
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of notes prior to the resumption of diplomatic relations rather than 
vice versa. 

In your inquiries with regard to these several steps, you should 
make it clear that these inquiries are wholly personal and informal 
and that you are making them solely for the purpose of enabling 
you to formulate the appropriate recommendations to your 
Government. 

If, in the course of your conversations at Angora, the question of 
the attitude of the Government of the United States towards the 
abolition of the capitulations should be raised, you will state that as 
a practical matter this subject has not arisen during the past few 
years. In this connection you should also state that the present non- 
capitulatory regime in Turkey has twice been formally, although by 
implication, recognized by the Government of the United States, 
through an exchange of notes, February 18, 1926,® and July 20, 1926.®* 

Telegraph detailed report of your conversations at Angora and 
your recommendations. Do not leave Angora until you receive 
further instructions. 

It is the desire of the Department that you take every precaution 
to preserve the confidential character of this instruction. 

Kbsuuoqq 

711.672/540 : Telegram 

The Sigh Oommissiomr m Turkey {Bristol) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraplirase] 

CoNSTANTiNOPiJ!, January 19, 19S^ — 7 p. m. 

[Eeceived 7 : 47 p. m.] 

8. DepaitineD.t’s No. 10, January 18, 7 p. m. 

(1) Since the action of the United States Senate is advisory, am 
I authorized to mtimate to the Government of Turkey that the 
President of the United States has not rejected the lAusanne Treaty 
and thereby persuade the Government of Turkey to withhold con- 
sideration of the above treaty by the Grand National Assembly! 

(2) Also, can I suggest the possibility of the treaty being reeub- 
mitted at the next session of the Congress for consideration, and cite 
as precedents the delay in ratification of the Isle of Pinee treaty* 
and the Colombian treaty? * 

Any means to gain time for the con^deration of the whole question 
win be very helpful. I leave for Angora on the 20th with Patterscm. 

(3) In order that I may be prepared to meet all questions of the 
Government of Turkey, could the Department infonn me as to the 

* Foreign SelaHms, ISSQ, vol. n, pp. 99SKIOOO. 

‘‘Not inrlnted. They were substantially the same as tboae esehangsd co 
February 18, 1928. 

'Foreign Relations, 1926, voiL nc, p. 1. 

•IWa, 1922, vol. I, p. 9T4. 



TUEKEfT 


769 


procedure for tiie resumption of diplomatic relations? Would a 
Charg4 d’Affaires or an Ambassador be sent? May I recall to tbe 
attention of the Department that Turkey has not entered into dip- 
lomatic relations with other countries until after the exchange of 
ratifications of treaties of amity has taken place. 

Bbistol 


711.672/640 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the High Commissioner in Turkey {Bristol) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, J amtary SO, 19S^ — 6 p. m. 

12. Tour telegram No. 8, January 19, 7 p. m. 

(1) The President has not rejected the treaty. On the contrary, 
he has done everything possible to secure its ratification. The 
United States Senate, however, did refuse its consent to ratification. 
You should make this clear to the Government of Turkey. 

(2) It is within the discretionary power of the President to 
resubmit rejected treaties to the United States Senate for reconsid- 
eration. However, it would not be practicable to resubmit the 
American-Turkish treaty of August 6, 1923, to the United States 
Senate, because only five Democratic members voted for consent to 
ratification. In December 1927, a new Senate will come into exist- 
ence, but it is doubtful whether it will be advisable to resubmit the 
treaty to that Senate. However, if you think it would be helpful, 
you may sound out the Government of Turkey on this point. 

(8) By accrediting an Ambassador, diplomatic rdations would be 
resumed. 

The Department is aware of the attitude previously taken by the 
Government of Turkey in not entering into diplomatic relations 
prior to the exchange of ratifications of a treaty of amity. It enter- 
tains the hope, however, that one of the two procedures set forth 
in paragraphs numbered (1) and (2) of the Department’s telegram 
No. 10, January 18, 7 p. m., may be acceptable to the Government 
of Turkey in lieu of a treaty of amity. 

EmroGG 


71J.«7S/640a : Tel«i!ca»i 

The Secretoary of State to the Siyh OommtAs^mer in Twrhey {Biietol) 

Washington, January SI, 19S7 — 11 «. m. 
18. You may consider it helpful to give publicity to the following 
extracts from editorials in leading American papers concerning failure 
of Senate to approve Treaty : 

“(hir <mly soggeetion is that this young republic (TurkOT) diow 
that what sm has written into law ^e intends to carry into en^ and 
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make manifest, even to those who have opposed the treat 3 r, the serious- 
ness and honesty of her puroose. Magnanimity in this crisis will 
be the best proof of her worthmess. The real question is : J^at will 
Turkey do next’. Her answer will be fateful for herself. From 
Nem Yorh Times^ January 20. 

‘Tt is time for us to learn to think of Turkey as a nation that has 
won her independence and cast off the galling ‘guarantees once worn 
by the ‘sick mno of Europe’. We must learn to deal with modem 
Turkey on equal terms and to meet problems of citizenship one by 
one by negotiation, just as we do where other independent nations 
. . are concerned.” From New York World, January 20. 

“Eejection by the Senate of the Lausanne Tr^ty with Turkey 
was a rather absurd performance.” From Philadelphia Pvhlic 
Ledger, January 20. 

“With the emotions of those Democratic Senators who gave the 
votes that prevented the two-thirds majority necessary to ratify ^e 
Lausaime treaty, one may have much s;^pathy; for their discretion 
and judgmmt one finds it difS^cult to have great respect.” From 
Baltimore Stm, January 20. 

“The defeat of the Lausanne Treaty in the Senate is nothing less 
t-linTi a disgrace.” From Brooklyn Badly Eagle, January 19. 

“In rejecting the Lausanne Treafy with Turkey a minority in the 
Senate sacrificed common-sense diplomacy to ancient prejudices and 
rancors. . . .“ 

Seldom has a decision in foreign affairs been^ token with more 
irrelevant emotion and neater disregard for realities.” From New 
York Hercdd-Trlbvm, J^uary 19. 

Kelloog 


711.672/642 : Telegram 

The High Commission m Turkey to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase! 

CoNSTANUNorLB, Jomuary SI, 19ST — 6 p. m, 

[Ee^ived January 22— : 22 a. m.] 

11. Your telegram No. 10, January 18, 7 p. m. Yesterday Ad- 
miral Bristol left for Angora. Although the local press is mani- 
festing its disappointment over the Senate’s nonratification of the 
treaty, still its tone is mild and dignified. Thus far comment is 
devoid of hostile criticism or suggestions of retaliation. In general, 
the press expresses its satisfaction that a considerable majority voted 
in favor of the treaty, but it regrets that under the Constitution a 
small majority [minority^] can dominate the situation. The oomwiant. 
of the Constantinople organ MiElyet is as follows: “ 

“The situation from the point of view of law is the following: 
The President has concluded a treaty with TaikBj. He ba* 

” Omission Indicated In . the original tdegram. 

“ Qnotatlon not paraidirasedL 
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the assent of the Senate to its ratification. Under the Constitution 
a two-thirds majority is necessary. The Senate has not accorded 
this assent by a two-thirds majority. Therefore, under these condi- 
tions, the President, if he sees fit^ will reject the treaty; if he does 
not see fit he will wait and again submit it to the Senate. How 
the President will act is not yet known. In any case, however, it 
is not believed that he will reject the treaty, because it is well known 
that the American Government is a strong partisan of entering 
into relations with our Government. Moreover, President Coolidge 
and Foreign Minister Kellogg have stated on numerous occasions 
that it is not possible to conclude with Turkey a better treaty than 
this one. The American Constitution places in the hands of the 
President the conduct of foreign affairs. The President is absolutely 
responsible for foreign relations. Therefore, if he believes the enter- 
ing into relations with Turkey to be absolutely necessary he may 
do this even without a treaty. ^ So extensive is the executive author- 
ity in the United States. In view of this explanation it is necessary 
to await the action of the President of the United States and not 
to attach too much importance to the decision of the Senate”. 

Crosby 

\_Covmelor of Embassy] 

Tll.d72/642a ; Telegram 

TJie Secretary of State to the High Commission in Twhey 

[Paraphrase] 

Washinoton, Jarmary 1927—1 p. m. 

14. Eefer to Department’s telegram No. 12, January 20, 6 p. m., 
paragraph numbered (2). During the last i&w days there have 
been indications tibat some of the opponents of the treaty are com- 
mencing to be worried over the consequences of their actions. There 
has even been talk that if the treaty were to be resubmitted to the 
United States Senate, it might be approved, particularly if there 
were a reservation which recognized American naturalization of 
former Ottoman subjects and Turkish citizens. 

The above-mentioned tendencies are still very hazy and may be 
nothing more than an effort to obscure the issue in the United States. 
Chi the other hand, these tendencies might possibly be developed 
into something more tangible should the Government of Turkey 
take an attitude which would indicate the desirability of resubmit- 
ting the treaty to the Senate. So far the Department has discouraged 
any development along those lines, but would be ready to consider 
the adoption of a different attitude if you should so recommend after 
sounding out the Government of Turkey. 

In sending this telegram to you the Department has in mind the 
first reactions of the press of Turkey as set forth in your telegram 
No. 11, dated January 21, 6 p. m. 

The Department presumes that the High Commission is repeating 
its tekgnons to Admiral Bristol at Angora witib. every po^ble speed. 

Ejmcnoao 
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711.672/547 : T^egram 

The High OoTrmdssioner in Turkey {Bristol) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Angoba, Jamucry 2^, 1927 — 8 p. m. 

[Eeceived January 23 — : 42 a. m.] 

1. This evening I presented an aide-memoire to Tewfik Eouschdy 
Bey combining official report [sic] that although the Government of 
the United States had spared no efforts to obtain its favorable recep- 
tion, the treaty had failed to receive the approval of the Senate; that 
the negative action of the Senate should not be construed as implying 
any lack of desire by the Government of the United States to main- 
tain friendly relations with the Government of Turkey ; and that the 
Govemm^t of tiie United States would sincerely regret any alteration 
in the cordial relations which have existed during the past few years 
between the two countries. I delivered orally the additional explana- 
tions contained in Department’s telegram No. 10, January 18, 7 p. m. 

Guided by the Department’s instructions, and with the Senate reso- 
lution as a preface, I discussed in person and informally with Tewfik 
Eouschdy Bey the matter of a resumption of diplomatic relations be- 
tween the Government of the United States and the Government of 
Turkey. In reply to my explanation that I desired his reaction in 
order to assist me in making recommendations to my Government, he 
made the request that the recommendations be withheld until after 
our second conversation which is to take place January 24, since he 
desires m the meantime to make a further study of the situation and 
to communicate with the Council of Ministers. 

He desires particularly to be supplied with further details regard- 
ing the circmnstances under which the treaty failed of ratification. 
He specifically requested information on the following points: (1) 
The number of Senators who voted for and against the treaty who 
will have seats in the Senate which will convene next December; 

(2) the points of the treaty which were especially attacked; and 

(3) the text of or a r&um‘4 of the resolution under which the treaty 
was put to a vote. 

Bbisxox. 


711.S72/54S:TeIeeram 

The High Commission, in Turkey to the Seoretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

CoNSTAiTTiNoiiiE, Jomjtory 2S, 19^—1 p. m, 

[Eeomved 7 : 65 p. m.] 

12. Department’s telegram No. 14, January 21 [«8], 1 p. m. The 
Government organ MUHyet, and the semiofficial paper Hjjumhmietf 
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print editorials today wHcIl are believed to be strongly indicative of 
Turkish ofloicial opinion. The Milliyet states : “Our attitude will be 
one of dignified indifference.” The DjvmMmriet urges that Ameri- 
cans be not made the object of any treatment which is different from 
that applied to all other coimtries; and states that Turkish circles 
are convinced that the rejection of the treaty by the United States 
Senate is a mere accident. Since my telegram No. 11, January 21, 
6 p. m., all press comment has been distinctly conciliatory and friendly, 
and this attitude has been assumed by such TurMdi officials I have 
met, including the Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the Grand National Assembly. 

All telegrams received from the Department or which are sent by 
me, are being sent immediately to Angora to the High Commissioner. 

Cbosbt 


711.672/647 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the High Commissioner m Turkey {Bristol) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, Jamutry £3, 1927-^ y. m. 

1. Your telegram from Angora, No. 1, January 22, 8 p. m., con- 
cluding paragraph. With regard to the information contained in 
the Department’s recent telegrams as to the circumstances under 
which the treaty failed to secure the approval of the United States 
Senate, there is little to add. The final vote in the Senate was practi- 
cally along party lines, and the explanation of the result is to be 
found in the domestic political situation, which had little or no rela- 
tion to the merits of the case. In reply to the specific points set 
forth in the concluding paragraph of your telegram, the following 
may be u^ful to you : , 

(1) The Democrats will have seven more members in the next 
Senate, but one should not consider it to be a foregone conclusion 
that all of these Senators would be opposed to the treaty. 

(2) No roecial provision of the treaty and annexed documents 
was particularl;^ attacked. In the mind of the opposition the natu- 
ralization question appeared to hold a prominent place, but ia the 
resolution of consent to ratification a condition on this subject was 
included, and did not seemingly affect the final vote materially. 

(8) Two reservations recommended by the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee and described in the Department’s mail instruction No. 784, 
April S, 1926,^* and a condition that the exchange of ratifications 
should not take place until a convention on naturalization had been 
made, were included in the resolution of consent to ratification. 
Since the two reservations are not of major importance, it would 
probably be unwise to mmition them to Tewfik Eouschdy Bey. 


J7ot iKlntad. 
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You should carefully keep in mind the following considerations 
when sounding out the Government of Turkey : 

(1) The main objective of our present negotiations is to establish 
some kind of official relations with the Government of Turkey by 
an exchange of notes or by the resumption of diplomatic relations, 
or by a combination of these two means. 

(2) If it is possible to attain this objective and at the same time 
or later make an attempt to revive the treaty, so much the better. 

(3) A resubmission of the treaty to the Senate would be con- 
tingent, however, upon an agreement among the Democratic Sena- 
tors to reverse their earlier position and to vote for the treaty with- 
out objectionable reservations. The hazy situation set forth in the 
Department’s telegram No. 14, January 22, 1 p. m., is far from the 
definite agreement necessary before the President could reconsider 
a resubmission of the treaty to the Senate. 

(4) We should be in a worse situation with Turkey than at present 
were we to rely exclusively on the possibility of resubmission and 
that possibility fail to materialize; however, if the resubmission idea 
is carefully subordinated to the main objective of resuming official 
relations with the Government of Turkey, we can, if nothing comes 
of resubmission, at least fall back on those relations. 

In summary, we should like to salvage the treaty. However, to 
make the future of our relations with Turkey dependent upon any 
such salvaging would be dangerous. 

Eellooq 


711.672/649 ; Telegram 

The High Comnmsion m Turkey to the Secretary of State 

ComxAJimNOPLE, Jarmary ^4^ 1967— S p. m. 

• [Beceived 10 p. m.] 

13. Admiral Bristol requests me [to] inform you he has ^ven to 
Angora press substance of your 13, January 21, 11 a. m., which I am 
giving to local press. He requests he be furnished with statements 
of opposition press which he believes would also be usefu!. 

Ceqsobt 


711.672/660 : Telegram 

The High OoTrmdssioner in Turkey {Brietol) to the Secretary of State 

[ Paraphrase] 

Angora, Jcmuwry i9S7 — midnighi. 

[Received January 2JS — ^1:00 p. 3 DDu**] 

3. Department’s telegram No. 10, January 18, 7 p. m. and nay tete- 
gram No. 1, January 22, 11 a. m. 18 p.m.'} At today’s ooeajGereDoe, as 


’‘Telesxam ta two sections. 
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well as at the one which took place on January 22, I found Tewfik 
Rouschdy Bey very cordial. He showed the best of good will and 
said that he was in accord with the Government of the United States 
in desiring to maintain in the future the cordial relations that have 
existed during the past few years. On behalf of his Govermnent and 
himself he likewise expressed appreciation of the message which I 
conveyed to him pursuant to the Department’s instructions. 

During both conferences we made it entirely clear that the questions 
which were raised by me, and in a lesser degree by the Minister, 
together with all discussions, were personal, without commitment, 
being intended primarily for the purpose of developing every aspect 
of the situation without prejudice to the final issue. 

Below is a recapitulation of the su gg estions which were made today 
by the Foreign Minister : 

(1) As the most practical and immediate solution he proposed the 
negotiation of a simple treaty of amity having the general character 
of the treaty which was concluded with Denmark, January 26, 1925. 
See High Commissioner’s despatch No. 1994, July 19, 1926, enclosure.^ 
He made the following points in developing this suggestion: 

(a) He is persuaded that with a document of this character he 
would be able to secure from the Assembly the authority to renew 
the existing modvs vivendi between the United States and Turkey 
or to negotiate a new arrangement which would aim to continue the 
ittaiua quo for a given time, for instance, one year. 

(&) That the matter of ratification could be met at any time mutu- 
ally convenient to both Governments. 

(o) That while provision would be made in this treaty for negotiat- 
ing separate conventions respecting commercial, consular, and resi- 
dence relations, no time or date would be specified therefor. His 
proposal also indicated a willingness to [include in?] the convention 
with Demnark in supplement of the stipulations as they appear in 
the treaty form referred to in paragraph (1), such provisions for 
negotiating other conventions automatically carried in the treaties of 
Ijausaime, August 6, 1928, specifically a treaty of extradition and a 
naturalization convention. 

** Neither despatck nor enclosure printed; the pertinent articles of the treaty 
read as follows: 

Axactx 2. l%e High Contracting Parties agree to establish diplomatic rela* 
tioius between the two States in conformity with the principles of international 
law. ITbay agree that tha diplomatic representatives of each of them shall, 
SBbJeot to reciprocity, receive in the territory of the other the treatment reeog- 
niaed by the mhocii^es of gweral international law. 

Akroub & Eugh Contracting Parties agree that consular and commercial 

ndatioBs b^wew their rsQpective countries and also conditiozm for the residence 
and setHenieBt in their respective territory ot subjects of the other Party shall 
be ragidatad by oonvaations to he concluded in conformity with the prlnciptes 
«f batemattesMl law m a baste of eomptete redprodiy. (league «C fattens 
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{d) FoUowing the signing of such a treaty by duly designated 
plenipotentiaries, and pending the exchange of the ratifications, the 
Government of Turkey would send to the United States a diplomatic 
representative having the same rank now enjoyed by the representa- 
tive of the United States in Turkey, while reserving to the latter the 
same position and ascribing to his position the same character as at 
present; the understanding being that as soon as possible after the 
exchange of the ratifications Ambassadors should be accredited on the 
basis of those ratifications. 

{e) He declared to be not feasible any exchange of notes which 
provided for a modus vivendi for other than commercial relations in 
the interval or which such a treaty should rest in force pending the 
negotiating of separate conventions embracing those subjects in a 
specific emergency.^® In connection with his proposal he stated that 
conditions affecting residence, consular, and other relations should 
be in conformity with international usage, and that this principle 
in practice would take the form of a continuation of the regime under 
which these relations had been placed pending the ratification of the 
Treaty of Lausanne. 

(2) When he had been acquainted with the technical possibility 
of resubmitting a treaty to the United States Seimte and was ap- 
proached regarding his attitude in connection with a possibility 
thus theoretically raised, he was evasive, but made it absolutely clear 
that his preference was with the proposal for a treaty like the one 
described in paragraph (1), and that tlie attitude which he enter- 
tained toward the one procedure was analogous with that for the 
other. He emphasized his preference, however, by characterizing 
the procedure he had elaborated as being both more expeditious and 
practical. 

(3) Eegarding the question of the resumption of formal diplo- 
matic relations as outlined in the Department's instruction, the 
Minister’s reaction has always been most emphatic. He holds 
firmly to the viewpoint that there can be no resumption of relations 
involving the appointment of Ambassadors without an exchange of 
ratifications of the treaty of amity, which he has suggested, or an- 
other treaty making special provisions for diplomatic relations. 

(4) The impressions which I gained from our interview January 
22 of a prearranged plan supposed to have been reached by the 

“ The above passage is evidently garbled. An excerpt ttom Admiral Bristcri[*8 
conildential diary of Jan. 24, 1927^ copy of whidbi was cmdioeed Ux despatch No. 
2187, Feb. 28, 1^7, from the Counselor of Embassy in Tnxlcey» reads; ^^The 
Admiral then enquired, making it plain that he again sought an opinion 
not a decision, as to the possibUity of exchanging notes providing for a mo^m- 
vivenS4 for consular, residence and other relations, in supplement to a prolonga- 
tion of the modus-vivendi now in force as regards commercial tdatlona, until 
such time as separate conventions on those subjects could be ziegoUated. The 
Minister responded that no formal arrangement covexing those matters would he 
practical, except regular conventions.^ (File No. 867.00/19S^) 
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Government of Turkey were confirmed during today’s negotiations. 
They were substantiated further by a telegram which was sent to 
the Foreign Minister that the moderate tone of the press is due to 
instructions coming from the Government of Turkey. 

(5) Although Turkey’s point of view may be slightly influenced 
by a wounded self-esteem, nevertheless, I am convinced the program 
of the Minister for a simple treaty of amity is essentially dictated 
by the desire to be definitely released from our treaty which em- 
braces certain provisions which the Government of Turkey is very 
reluctant to accord countries which are now negotiating consular 
conventions. 

(6) The Foreign Minister and I agreed that, pending my receipt 
of instructions from the Department after which we would again 
confer, a complete %tatm quo should be maintained. Please instruct 
me whether or not I should make further attempts to have the 
Government of Turkey agree to the resumption of diplomatic 
relations. I will then be ready to make my recommendations. 

Bkistoi. 


711,672/549 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the High Commission in Twhey 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, Jomimry 1927—6 p. m. 

16. Your telegram No. 13, January 24, 3 p. m. Most of the lead- 
ing newspapears, regardless of their political views, hare carried 
editorials criticizing the action of the United States Senate on the 
treaty vdth Turkey. There has been little or no editorial conun^t 
approving the Senate’s action. 

To overemphasize the significance of editorial comment would be 
unwise. Many leading newspapers in the past few months in their 
editorials have urged the approval of the treaty, but this fact appar- 
ently had no particular infiuence on the action of the Senate. 

ErxroGa 


711.e72/S61 : Ttf ecnua 

Ths Migh Oommaaioner in TwJceg {Briatol) to the Secretary of 8ta£» 

** [Paxiiphrase] 

Angoba, Jamutry 25, 19^7 — 6 p. m. 

[Eeceived 7 p. m.] 

4 This afternoon I had a cordial conference with the Prime Min- 
i^»r,Isinet Pasha. He stated that the which I delivered 

reg^urding the attitude of the Department had made a very favorable 
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impression, upon the Grovemment of Turkey, and that the efforts 
made by the Government of the United States to secure the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty were very much appreciated. He said tha,t he 
considered the ratification of a treaty and the establishment of diplo- 
matic relations between the two countries to he more of a moral 
obligation than a material one. When he asked me if I had conferred 
with the Minister for Foreign Affairs and if I believed that arrange- 
ments could be made for the future relations of the two countries, 
I suggested, in conformity with the Department’s instruction, the 
possibility of immediately resuming regular diplomatic relations 
through rtie appointment of Ambassadors. I received the same re- 
action from the Prime Minister that I had received from the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. The Prime Minister added that a treaty of 
amity, such as the Minister for Foreign Affairs had suggested, could 
be signed immediately and be ratified by the United States Senate. 
Without committing myself, I said that I would transmit his sug- 
gestion to my Government and would expect a reply from Washington 
in two or three days. I shall await the instructions which I requested 
in my telegram No. 3, January 24, midnight. 

Bristol 


711.672/560 : Telegram 

TTije Secretary of State to the High Commissioner in Turkey {Bristol) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, January S7, 191B7 — 10 a. m. 

3. Your telegrams No. 8, January 24, midnight, and No. 4, Janu- 
ary 25, 6 p. m. The Department is not altogether able to reconcile 
certain paragraphs in your telegram No. 3, namely, paragraph num- 
bered (3) and next to last sentence of paragraph numbered (6). It 
is not, therefore, altogether clear to the Department whether there 
is any possibility that Tewfik Eouschdy Bey will change his reaction 
towards resuming diplomatic relations prior to the exchange of rati- 
fications of some kind of a treaty. 

If the resumption of diplomatic relations is made to depend upon 
the exchange of ratifications of a treaty requiring the consent of 
two-thirds of the Senate, then the formal, official contact between 
the United States and Turkey, which the Government of the United 
States desires to see reestablished in the shortest possible time, will 
be rendered uncertain or at the most subject to delay. The Depart- 
ment is cognizant of the practice of the Government of Turkey not 
to resume diplomatic relations until after the exchange of ratifications 
of a treaty has taken place. In view of the ctmstitutitmal role whidh 
the United Staites Senate has in the ratification of treaties 
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attitude of the minority party in the Senate at this time, the above- 
mentioned practice of the Government of Turkey has consequences 
for the relations between the two countries which it very clearly has 
not had for the relations between Turkey and other nations. You 
should likewise keep in mind that a brief treaty of amity might prove 
to be even more objectionable to the United States Senate than the 
Lausanne Treaty. 

Would the Government of Turkey, for instance, be willing to re- 
sume diplomatic and consular relations with this country on the basis 
of an exchange of notes which would reproduce article 2 of the treaty 
with Denmark, signed J anuary 26, 1925, but modified so that it would 
apply to consular relations as well as to diplomatic relations? In 
addition, this exchange of notes should contain or be supplemented 
by assurances 3.1ong the lines of those which Tewfik Eouschdy Bey 
mentioned in paragraph numbered (1), point (a), and in the last 
sentence under point (e) , of your telegram No. 3, 

If the Government of Turkey fears that the Government of the 
United States at some future time might endeavor to revive the capitu- 
lations, you should inquire very discreetly whether that fear might 
not be allayed by including an understanding in the above exchange 
of notes that in case the Lausanne Treaty is not ratified when the next 
session of Congress closes, possibly as late as June 1928, consideration 
will then be given to the negotiation of an extradition treaty and of 
conventions of establishment and residence, commerce, naturalization, 
and consular rights. 

The procedure set forth in the above paragraphs, you will note, 
covers practically every matter mentioned by Tewfik Rouschdy Bey, 
but by an exchange of notes rather than by a treaty. 

You should discuss the above matters with Tewfik Rouschdy Bey as 
thoroughly as possible consistent with the informal and exploratory 
nature of your present conversations, and telegraph the Department 
as soon as possible your definitive recommendations. 

EjSIiLOGQ 


Tn.672/562: Telegram 

Ths Sigh Commiasiomr Twh&y {Bristol) to the Becretcmf of State 

[Paraphrase] 

icNGOEA, January SO, IS^—mon. 
[Eeceived January 31 — 5 p. m.^*] 

6. (1) From your telegram No. 3, January 27, 10 ft. rcL, it appears 
tibftt the Department ^rishes, if practicable, to resume diplomatic re- 
latums between the XJnited States and Turkey inTolving the app<wt- 


IMecram in tluw* Mettzs. 
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ment of Ambassadors as soon as possible and to avoid tbe delay 
involved in waiting for the exchange of ratifications of a treaty. 

(2) From my conversation yesterday evening, January 29, with 
Tewfik Eouschdy Bey, I am led to the belief that possibly he will 
agree to an exchange of notes providing for the resumption of diplo- 
matic and consular relations. In connection therewith there were 
tentatively developed the following points: (a) An exchange of 
notes; (&) a reoewal of the present commercial modus vimmdi for 6 
months ; (t?) the immediate negotiation and signing of a treaty of am- 
ity ; (d) a further extension of the commercial modus vi/voTidi by a new 
TurMsh law ; (e) the appointment of an Ambassador after the 1st of 
next June ; (/) resubmission of the Lausanne Treaty to this or the next 
sesaon of Congress; and (y) negotiation of conventions which will 
cover all necessary future relations between the United States and 
Turkey. 

(3) With reference to the above points : 

(а) The llCnister for Foreign Affairs was agreed that an exchange 
of notes would afford a satisfactory basis for the resumption of diplo- 
matic relations, but was in doubt whether it was possible under 
international law to accredit Ambassadors by means of a simple ex- 
change of notes. In reply to my opinion that there were precedents 
for that, he consented to study the question and to make known his 
decision at our next meeting. Thus far I have found no pertinent 
precedents, and I urgently request the Department to telegraph refer- 
ences which may be cited as examples where this procedure has been 
followed in the past. 

(б) After consulting the Turkish law of January 1926, the Min- 
ister for Foreign Affairs stated that the present commercial modus 
vvomdi can be renewed for another period of 6 months, but that no 
further renewal would be possible after August 20 next, under existing 
statutes. 

{o) 1 was given to understand by the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
that the concluding of a treaty of amity before the present Assembly 
goes into recess, probably in April, [will be] co-^sential to the pro- 
curmnent from the Assembly of the necessary authority to conclude 
a new modus vvvendiy which would remain in force after the present 
[one] expires and until a definitive commercial convention is 
concluded. 

(d) He told me confidentially that if a treaty of amity is concluded 
well before the Assembly adjourns, he is virtually certain of being 
able to safeguard legislation referred to in point (o). 

(e) I was told by the Minister that it would not be advisable to 
send an Ambassador to the United States until after the let of next 
June, at which time the new fiscal year commences and before which 
time credits cannot be made available. 
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(/) told me that if the Government of Turkey were to be 
furnished with a formal statement to the effect that the action of the 
United States Senate on J anuary 18 does not constitute a final dispo- 
sition of the Lausanne Treaty, and, further, that if the treaty will 
be resubmitted to the United States Senate during the present or the 
next session of the Congress, the treaty will not be withdrawn from 
the Committee on Foreign Eolations of the Grand National Assembly. 
That conditional upon such assurances, and when it is deemed de- 
sirable to present the treaty to the Assembly, it can be submitted 
with no modifications. However, he stated his rather strong convic- 
tion that inasmuch as the Lausanne Treaty was negotiated in a hasty 
manner and as economic conditions have changed since that time, it 
would be to the mutual interest of both Governments to have the 
treaty modified before it is definitely accepted as a basis for the 
future relations of the two Nations. He made the point in arguing 
further against the Lausanne conventions that the commercial pro- 
visions would have only some two years yet to run. Of course, I did 
not agree to this last contention. It appears reasonably certain now 
that if the present treaties should be submitted intact to the Assembly, 
they would only be voted with modifications or reservations. 

(ff) Minister was agreed that any exchange of notes that might 
be made should contain stipulations for negotiating, at some 
future time, conventions covering the different categories and rela- 
tions defined in the Lausanne Treaty and its annexes. The Minister 
implied that he would be disposed to consider the convention on 
claims of December 24, 1928,” as coming into force only after the ex- 
change of ratifications of the Lausanne or other commercial and 
supplementary convraations. He was reluctantly disposed to agree 
that if the Government of the United States were to furnish the 
statement and assurances set forth in sentence one of (/), the agree- 
ments concluded at Lausanne might be entirely inadequate to ful- 
fill the stipulations with regard to the future accords which any 
such exchange of notes would necessarily call for. The comments 
of the Minister on these points confirm my belief that he has a marked 
preference for a procedure which will involve the negotiation of 
new conventions rather than the utilization of the Lausanne Treaty. 

(4) I recommend the following as the next [step] in my nego- 
tiations: (a) That formal and concrete proposals replace the in- 
formal conversations, and that I should present such proposals as 
instructions from my (government; (6) then, if the Government of 
Turkey should favorably consider a procedure which has the char- 
acter of an exchange of notes, I ^ould suggest a protocol of agreement 

*See exOamge at notes between tbe United States and Turkey proTid^ 
for tbe estabUnment of a joint committee to examine claims, Dec. 24, 1928, 
XOaHotu, 3S^ voL xc, pp. 1172, 1190. 
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for resuming diplomatic and consular relations, which would take 
the general form of the protocol of a basis for the establidiment 
of peace between the United States and Spain, signed at Washing- 
ton on August 12, 1898.“ Referring to the translation of the treaty 
between Denmark and Turkey, which was annexed to my despatch 
No. 1994 dated July 19, 1926,“ article 1 of the proposed protocol 
would be exactly the same as article 2 of that treaty with the excep- 
tion, that the word “consular” would be appropriately inserted. 
Article 2 would become article 3 with the necessary additions to 
provide either for resubmitting the Lausanne Treaty or the nego- 
tiation of conventions covering the separate provisions of tiie Iau- 
sanne Treaty as well as extradition and naturalization conventions, 
and exchange of notes respecting claims. The preservation of the 
status quo with regard to the treatment of Americans in Turkey and 
the treatment of Turks in the United States would be provided for 
in article 3. The final draft protocol would be submitted to the 
Governments for their approval and authorization to agn. 

(6) I submit the following in explanation of the [above?] 
recommendations ; 

(а) 1 believe that the informal and personal inquiries, as well 
as the discussions, have now reached the point where future rela- 
tions and negotiations may be prejudiced if we pursue them 
further. However, the Department may rest assured that I wiU use 
informal discussions and refrain from committing either the Govern- 
ment or myself should discretion dictate a resort to such a policy. 

(S) I suggest a protocol rather than an exchange of notes b^use 
of my belief that this more formal procedure would be more accept- 
able to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Also, it appears that many 
instances can be cited as direct precedents whan a protocol has been 
made to serve as an agreement which has been entered into prelimi- 
nary to the conclusion of definitive treaties. 1 have not been able, 
on the other hand, to find a single instance where an exchange of 
notes has been employed to meet a like situation. 

(б) Since it will be necessary to safeguard business interests, 
especially now that the modm vivendi between the two countries is 
valid for only 3 more weeks, I urgently request that the Department 
give me a free hand to renew this arrangement at my e ar li e s t oppor- 
tunity, irrespective of the fact that such an act might be relat^ to 
other negotiations now being carried on. 

"BlOBtOtL 


^Foreign E&aUons, 1898, p. 828. 

"Not printed, but see Commissioner’s tel^ram No. 8, Jan. 84, footnote 14. 
p. 775. 



711.672/552 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the High Commissioner in Turkey {Bristol) 

[Paraplirase] 

WASHrNGTON, February J?, 19^—$ p. m. 

4. Your telegram No. 5, January 30, noon. The following ref- 
erences are to your paragraphs : 

(p The Government of the United States desires to resume diplo- 
matic relations with the Govermnent of Turkey as quickly as possible 
and through the appointment of Ambassadors. On this point your 
imderstanding is cor^t. Next June would be aOTeeable to the 
Government of the United States as the time to accremt Ambassadors. 

(3) (a) The Government of the United States does not consider 
that auy formal and written agreement, exchange of notes^ protocol, 
convention, or treaty is a necessity, or even a usual condition, pre- 
cedent to a resumption of diplomatic relations. Ambassadors and 
Ministers are accredited by presenting letters of credence to the 
Chief of State, the agrSments having previoudy as a matter of 
courtesy been asked and received, and not by an exchange of notes. 

The practice of the Government of the United States has l^n 
as outlined above. For instance, the Government of the United 
States established diplomatic relations with Czechoslovakia and Po- 
land in 1919.*® No treaties or conventions have as yet been negotiated 
between this Government and those two countries. Nevertheless, in 
deference to Turkey’s point of view, this Government, while main- 
taining the position that treaty relations and diplomatic relations are 
not interdependent, would be prepared, in a protocol or an exchange 
of notes, to provide for the resumption of diplomatic and consular 
relations. 

Certain ca^ where there have been exchanges of correq)ondence 
in connection with the resumption of diplomatic relations are as 
follows: Mexico, 1923;** Nicaragua, 192o;** and Brazil, 1827.** 
While these notes have referred to the resumption of diplomatic 
relation^ they have also dealt with the settlement of certs^ ques- 
tions which were at issue between the two Governments. 

(8) (&), It is the understanding of the Department that the 
modus mvendi mentioned under (b) is the one which was n^otiated 
first on February 18, 1926, and renewed on July 20, 1926. fSirther, 
that this modus vinendi can now be renewed for a period of 6 
months from February 20, next. The modus vwendl mentioned 
under (o) is seemingly a new modus vivencU, identical to the fimt 
modus vwendi with reject to its scope, but having an indefinite 
duration from August SO, 1927, until either a new commercial con- 
vention is n^tiated or the commerdal clauses of the Lausanne 
Treaty come into effect. 

“ See Forvfon Btiatiotu, 1919, vol. n, pp. 86 and 741, respecttvdy. 

” IMn 1998. vol n, p. 822. 

■■ See ISSS, voL xx, footnote 86, p. 807. 

"See Ammetm State Paperi, Foreiffn Relatkma, vol. vx, po. 1Q21-1121. 


ssMss—ea— Ttf. m — -4t« 
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(3) (/) Since the Senate’s role in the ratification of treaties 
is advisory, the Senate’s action on Januaiy 18 'wi^ re^^t to the 
American-Turkish treaty does not constitute a final disposition 
of that treaty. If you so desire, you may make a formal^ statement 
to that effect to the Government of Turkey. The Executive cannot 
limit its freedom of action by agreeing to resubmit a treaty •vnthm 
a given time or even to resubmit a treaty at all. The r^ubmi^on 
of the American-Turkish treaty to the Senate "would depend upon how 
opinion develops both in the Senate and througho^ the country. 
No one, of course, can foresee this development, i ou m&y state, 
however, that the Executive would naturally desire to xesuhmit the 
treaty if conditions in the country so warrant. 

Your recommendations are approved by the Department, and you 
are authorized to commence formal negotiations with the Government 
of Turkey for (1) a renewal of the present modus nmertM from 
February 20, 1927, to August 20, 1927, by means of an exchange of 
notes similar to the notes which were exchanged on February 18, 
1926, and July 20, 1926; and (2) an exchange of not^ or a protocol 
covering the points summarized under (6) of the recommendations 
in your telegram No. 6. The text of the provisions which might form 
the basis of either a protocol or an exchange of notes is being 
telegraphed to you separately by way of suggestion and for purposes 
of clarification. 

The Department offers the following comments and suggestions in 
connection "with the negotiation of a protocol or an exchan^ of notes : 

(1) Either a protocol or an exchange of notes would be satisfactory 
to the Department. In addition to the precedent for a protocol re- 
ferred to m your telegram there is also the Boxer protocol of 1901.** 
See Malloy, Treaties, II, 2006. 

(2) Womd it not be possible to include a OTovision for the new 
modus vw&ndi mentionea by Tewfik Eouschdy Bey in the protocol or 
exchange of notes? See paragraph (3) (<?). The Department has 
included in the draft protocol or exchange of notes a proviaon along 
those lines for your consideration and possible use. In avoiding any 
imcertainty as to our commercial rights after August 20, 1927, such 
a provision would be of great advantage. 

The Government of the United States has every sympathy with 
the idea of a treaty of amity with the Government of Turkey, but it 
wishes to give practical effect to this idea in such a form tihat there 
can be avoided the uncertainty and delay which the provisions of 
the Constitution of the United States regarding treaty making in- 
evitably entail. The views of Tewfik Kousehdy Bey would in effect 
and substance be fully met by the proposed protocol or exchange of 
notes. No effort should be spared to induce him to accept an ex- 
change of notes or a protocol in place of a treaty of amity. 

Exuoon 


“Signed at Peking, Sept 7, 1901, Foreign Relations, ISOL, Appendix (AAdbn 
In Cailna), p. 312. 
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711.672/562 : Tdegram 

Th& Secretary of State to the High Gorwnmsioner in, TvrTeey {Bristol) 

WASHUTGTOSr, February 1, 19Z7 — 7 y. in. 

5. [Parapkcase.] Department’s telegram No. 4, February 1, 6 
p, m. Below is the text of the provisions to be incorporated in the 
proposed exchange of notes or protocol : [End paraphrase.] 

(A) The United States and Turkey will reestablish between them- 
selves diplomatic and consular relations based upon the principles 
of International Law. Their diplomatic and consular officers shall en- 
joy on the basis of reciprocity in the territory of the other the treat- 
ment recognized by International Law. 

(B) In the event that the American-Turkish Treaty signed at 
Lausanne on August 6, 1923 is not ratified during the next session 
of the Congress of the United States, the United States and Turkey 
will then proceed to the negotiation of agreements on the following 
matters : 

Establishment and residence rights, 

Commercial rights. 

Consular rights, 

Extradition, 

Naturalization, 

Claims. 

(C) Pending the coming into force of the American-TurMdb Treaty 
signed at Lausaime on August 6, 1923, or of the agireements enumer- 
ated in the status guo shall be preserved in so far as the treat- 
ment of ^rkish nationals {ressortissant^ in the United States and 
American nationals {ressortissomts) in Turkey are concerned. 

(D) Pending the coming into force of the American-Turkish 
Tr^ty signed at Lausaime on August 6, 1923, or of the agreements 
enumerated m (B), the United i^ates and Turkey will extend on 
the basis of reciprocity to agricultural and industrial products orig- 
inating in or proceeding from one country to the territory of the 
other for consumption, transit, or reexportation, that treatment ac- 
corded the most favored nation. 

The provisions of tihiis agreement do not apply to the treatment 
which is accorded by the United States of America to the commerce 
of its dependences, Cuba, or the Panama Canal Zone, or to the 
commerce between Turkey and the countries detached from the 
Ottoman Empire following the War of 1914, nor to the frontier 
traffic with a State contiguous to Turkey. 

Exinooo 


711.e7a/S68 : Telagram 

The High Oommissioner in Turhey {BrUtol) to the Seoretary of State 

CParaphrase] 

Anooka, February 5, p. m. 

[Eeceived February 8 — 5 : 48 a. m.] 

9. (1) Daring conference today Tewfik Bous^dy Bey restated 
that ^ Qovemment of Turkey agreed in principle to an exchange 
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of notes providing for a resumption of diplomatic and consular 
relations, tte understanding being that at the next meeting drafts 
of notes would be submitted for discussion. On his own initiative 
Tewfik Rouschdy Bey raised again the question of a treaty of amity, 
and stressed the point that the negotiation therefor within a specified 
period of time should be provided for in the proposed note. 

(2) Will the Department please refer to the last and next to 
last paragraphs of its telegram No. 1, January 23, 9 p. m., and the 
last sentence of paragraph 2 of its telegram No. 3, January 27. I 
intend to endeavor to salvage the Lausanne Treaty, but should the 
resumption of diplomatic relations as desired by the Department 
be jeopardized by efforts to reconsider the treaty, I shall adopt such 
means as I find necessary to this end. 

I have already informed the Minister for Foreign Affairs that a 
treaty of amity would probably be as difficult to get ratified as the 
Lausanne Treaty. I shall employ every argument to induce him 
to accept a protocol or a note as a full substitute for such a treaty, 
I am convinced, however, that he will maintain tenaciously the stand 
he has taken on this point; and in case of absolute nece^ity I pro- 
pose to offer instead the commencement of negotiations for a com- 
mercial convention which, of course, would amount to a renunciation 
of the Lausanne Treaty. As I see it, with a protocol in force and 
an Ambassador at his post, to submit for ratification a treaty of 
amity providing for the resumption of diplomatic relations once 
they had been resumed, would be an anomaly. 

In view of these considerations, it is my opinion that if we expect 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs to give up the Lausanne Treaty, 
we must be prepared to offer him something in its place. As a 
possible acceptable substitute, I propose the negotiation of a com- 
mercial convention, which sooner or later must become a desirable 
step toward regularization of our relations with the Government 
of Turkey. In addition, this should supply the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs with the basis which he insists is necessary to procure the 
authority of the Assembly to conclude a provisionai commearcial 
arrangement until a commercial treaty is ratified, 

Bbxsiol 


711.072/556 : Telegram 

The High OommmioneT m Tv/rkey {Bristol) to the Seoretmy of State 

{Farax^uase} 

An<k«a, February 3, 19ST~-4S p. m. 

[KecdTBd 8:18 p. m.] 

8. It 'is urgently recommended timt tlie Preddesit inunediatelj 
re^bmit the Iiansanne Tjreaty to the Sexu^ for its iwwxttidflrstkiiDi 
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even thougli it is understood in advance that the Senate probably 
would not take action upon it during the present session. 

It is my belief that the resubmission of the treaty would (a) prob- 
ably forestall adverse action upon it by the Grand National Assembly 
now in committee; (&) help salvage the treaty; (o) help me to fore- 
stall the necessity of concluding an agreement to negotiate a treaty 
of amity ; (d) strengthen my position in the general conduct of my 
negotiations. 

It is obvious that no statement on this subject would be [apparent 
omission] to the Government of Turkey until resubmission to the 
Senate was an accomplished fact, and even then no assurances would 
be given regarding ratification. 

Bristol 


711.672/556 : Telegram 

The Sigh Commissioner in Twrkey {Bristol) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Akoora, Februaary 7, 19W7 — 6 f. m. 
[Received February 7 — ^10:20 a. m.] 

9. My telegram No. 6, dated February 3, 11 p. m. Below is the text 
of draft note which was submitted to [5y] me today.*" 

“Article 1. The United States of America and Turkey are ag^d 
to reestablish between themselves diplomatic and consular relations, 
based upon the principles of international law. They are further 
agreed to the appointment of Ambassadors as soon as possible. Their 
diplomatio and consular representatives shall enjoy on the basis of 
redprocity in the territory of other the treatment recognized by 
international law. 

“Article 2. _ (a) The United States of America and Turkey are 
agreed that, in conformity with international law and based upon 
the principle of complete reciprocity, commercial relations, consular 
relations, and establishment and residence relations of the nationals 
of the other party in their respective territories will be regularized 
by fecial conventions. 

“(o) In the event the TurMsh-American treaty, signed at 
Lausanne August 6, 1928, is ratified by the United States Senate 
during the present or the next regular session of Congrest, the 
stipulations set forth in that treai^, together with its annexes, shall 
be comsddered as meeting the promise specified in paragraph (a ) , as 
refunds the regularization of commercial, consular, and establishznent 
aim residence relations. 

“(o) The United States of America and Turkey are a^ed that 
the treaty of extradition smned at Lausaime August 6, 1^, shall, 
1 ^ a time mtdnalh^ ocmvemimt to both Qovemments, be submitted 
fas rataficatioii. EurHier, that negotiations for a naturalization con- 
vtfttion shall be undertakau wiwin si:t months after the coming 
into eibet of tl» oohsohur e«m¥enthai and the establishment did resi- 
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deuce convention, referred to in paragraph {a ) , or the coming mto 
effect of the Turkish- American treaty, mentioned in paragraph (&). 
The question of claims shall be dealt with in accordance with the 
terms of the notes exchanged between the Turkish and American 
Governments at Constantinople on December 2^ 1924 ; it 

being understood however that the provisions of those notes will 
come into force six months after the exchange of rati&ations of 
the commercial convention and the convention of establishment and 
residence, referred to in paragraph {a) of this article, in the event 
that the Turkish- American treaty, mentioned in paragraph (6), is 

not ratified. ^ ^ i. , 

Article 3. Tending the coming into effect of the commercial con- 
vention, referred to in paragraph (a) of ^ticle number [2], or of 
the Turkish-American treaty, mentioned in paragraph (o) of the 
same article, the status guo regarding commercial treaties between 
the United States and Turkey aiall be preserved. 

“Article 4. Pending the coming into effect of the consular conven- 
tion and the convention of establishment and residence, refeired to in 
paragraph {a) of article number 2, or of the TurMsh-Ameri<»n 
treaty, mentioned in paragraph (&) of the same article, and with 
the said Turkish-American treaty and jmnexes serving as a guide, 
the status quo shall be preserved regarding the treatment and rela- 
tions of TurH^ nationals in the United States and of nationals of 
the United States in Turkey. 

“Article 5. The final draft of this note diall be submitted to both 
Governments, etc., etc.” 

The Minis ter stated that his draft note was not yet completed, 
but that it would be placed in my hands not later than tomorrow 
evening. Our conversation, under the circumstances, was short 
[of?] any further developments. 

Bbisixs. 


711.672/S66 : Telegram 

J’Ae Secretary of State to the High Oorrmissioner in Turkey (Bristol) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washtnoton, February 5, J9S7—6 p. m, 

5 (i) It is the understanding of the Department from your 

Ko. 8, February 6, 2 p. m., No. 6, February 3, 11 p. m., and No. 6, 
January 30, noon, that the present status of the negotiations betwe^ 
yourself and Tewfik Bouschdy Bey is as follows: 

(а) The ^duration of the present modus vivendi is to be extended 
for an additional period of 6 months from February 20, 1927. 

(б) You have reached an ag^:eemeat in principle providing for a 
resumption of diplomatic relations by an exdiange of notes. 

(u) Having made substantial progress with regard to the above 
points, you are now negotiating wifli teepeot to the nature of 
treaty relations Itotween the two conntri^ and as to how end when 
those relations will be entered into. 
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(2) With regard to point (<?) it is the understanding of the De- 
partment that the positions of the parties to the negotiations are now 
as follows: 

(a) It appears clear that Turkey prefers to negotiate a treaty of 
amity to be followed by a series of conventions. As yet, Turkey 
has not categorically rejected, by act or word, the treaty of August 
6, ^^ou^ the Minister for Foreign Affairs has clearly indicated his 
opinion mat the treaty of August 6 leaves something to be desired, 
and that if the Assembly should ratify it, there would be reservations 
and modifications, and that certain articles of it have less than two 
years to run. See point (3) (/) of your telegram No. 5. 

(&) The view has been expressed by you that Thrkey would like 
to get rid of the treaty of August 6 since Turkey is not now dis- 
posed in its latest treaties to give treatment as advantageous as was 
given to the United States in consular matters and also presumably 
in commercial rights. See point (6) of your telegram No. 3, Jan. 
24, midnight. To assist you in opposing the desire of Turkey for a 
treaty of •amity, you have stat^ that you would propose to Turkey 
the negotiation of a commercial convention inst^d of a treaty of 
amity, and you have recoromended that the treaty of August 6 be 
immediately resubmitted to the United States Senate whether or not 
actioit can be taken before the adjournment of Congress on March A 

(o) The Department has proposed that Turkey’s desire for a 
treaty of amity be opposed W a proposal for an exchange of notes 
or a protocol as set forth in Department’s telegram No. 5, February 
1, 7 p. m. From the Department’s point of view paragraph (J) of 
that telegram provided the ideal solution, that is, an undertaking in 
alternate form to resubmit the treaty of August 6 to the Senate or 
to n^[Otiate a series of agreements on specified subjects. 

(8) It will not be practicable for the Executive immediately to 
resubmit the treaty of August 6 to the Senate. Although there has 
been talk regarding the possibility that certain Smators who voted 
against the treaty could be persuaded in the future to change their 
portions, nevertheless, there is not the slightest proof that there has 
been any change. For the President, therefore, to resubmit the 
treaty to the Senate some three weeks after its failure to secure the 
necessary vote of two-thirds, without obvious explanation or pretext, 
might well arouse resentment in that body and lessen any chances the 
treaty might have at a future date. Should, however, an exchange 
of notes or a protocol following the line of Department’s telegram 
No. 6 actually be concluded between the two countries in time to 
permit such action prior to March 4, it might then be posable for 
the President to take into consideration the fact as to whether it 
would be appropriate to resubmit the treaty to the Senate in con- 
nection with informing that body of the results of your negotiations 
with Turbsy. In other words, the conclusion of an exchange of notes 
or a protocol might possibly furnish the President with a suitable 
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occasion, for again ascertaining the Senate’s views with regard to onr 
treaty relations with Turkey. This possibility may be used by you 
in your conversations with Tewfik Rouschdy Bey, Wt discreetly and 
only after it has been ascertained, first, that this possibility would 
really be an added inducement to the acceptance by Turkey of an 
exchange of notes or a protocol following the line of the Depart- 
ment’s telegram No. 5 and especially paragraph (5) thereof and, 
second, that without this added inducement Turkey will not accept 
the exchange of notes or the protocol. 

(4) At present your main objective is to secure the assent of 
Te-wfik Eouschdy Bey to an exchange of notes or protocol following 
the line of Department’s telegram No. 5 and particularly the essential 
paragraph (&) thereof. 

(6) You should keep in mind that the position which Turkey has 
heretofore taken that diplomatic relations and treaty relations are 
interdependent is an unusual one in international practice. As the 
Department pointed out in paragraph (3) (a) of its telegram No. 4, 
February 1, 6 p. m., the practice of this coimtry has been to consider 
diplomatic relations and treaty relations as not interdependent. Pre- 
sumably, the reason for the Turkish practice is the desire to obviate 
the possibility of any attempt to revive the capitulations or the 
treaties under which the capitulatory rights were enjoyed. If this 
is the purpose of the Government of Turkey, Turkey is protected 
from this possibility, so far as this country is concerned, by a pro- 
vision following the line of paragraph (J) of the Department’s 
telegram No. 5. 

In your endeavors to persuade Tewfik Eouschdy Bey to agree to 
an exchange of notes or a protocol following the line of Depart- 
ment’s telegram No. 5, you should be very careful to correct any 
possible suspicion he may entertain that the views of the Govern- 
ment of the United States are affected in any way by ulterior and 
hidden motives. The Government of the United States is now 
looking at its relations with the Govenunent of Turkey not in terms 
of months but in terms of years. It is animated only by an eaineet 
desire to have friendly official contact with the Government of 
Turkey as quickly as possible and eventually to develop through much 
:^wdly contact comprehensive treaty relations between the United 
Stetes and Turkey. A great deal has been accomplished in the last 
few rponths towards a better understanding of Turkey in the United 
in spite of the failure of the Unit^ States Senate to ratify 
t^ freafy of August 6. American public opinion is unqneetionably 
1^^ favorably impressed by the good sense apparently displayed fay 
Tw^y in the fare of the Senate’s action. Should Turkey endanger 
full fruition of this better understanding by an inristenee that 
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American-TurMsh. relations be handled according to a general rule 
which the Government of Turkey has found to be of advantage in 
dealing with certain other nations, it would be a matter of great 
regret. 

EjEajiOOO 


711.672/668 : Telegram 

The High Commissioner in Turkey {Bristol) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase “] 

Anooea, Fd>ruary 10, 1927 — 9 p. m. 

[Beceived February 11 — 9 : 15 a. m.] 

11. My telegram No. 9, dated February 7, 6 p. m. This evening 
I met Tewfik Kouschdy Bey. He did not present a draft text him- 
self, but [accepted?] in principle my draft with the suggestion that 
the following changes be made: 

Article 1. In the first sentence change “reestablish” to read 
“establish”. Modification recommended. 

Article 2, paragraph (5). In the first sentence, beginning \nth the 
word “ratified” and ending with the word “Congress”, change to read, 
“ratified by the United States Senate and the Grand National 
Assembly of Turkey on or before June 1, 1928”. Add as a concluding 
sentence: 

“It being understood that in the event the TurHsh-American treaty 
is ratifiw before June 1, 1928, article 81, thereof, shaU be inodified to 
read that the nonpennanent articles of that treaty will expire on the 
same date as corresponding articles of the allied treaties of Lausanne,” 

The modifications recommended in paragraph (o) were unimportant 
changes in wording. 

Article 8 is to be discussed and made the subject of a separate note 
to be signed and to go into effect concurrently with this note. The 
separate note would provide for the preservation of the status guo 
for 1 year from the date of signing. At the end of this term the 
note would automatically continue for a further period of 8 months 
ntiliwo in the interim the Lausanne Treaty should have been ratified, 
or Mwlesfl by mutual agreement' the note should have bem modified, 
or u nlftw* one of the contracting parties should have been asked 
for a reoonaderation of its provisions. The Foreign Minister desires 
change because such a provision requires the approval of the 
Grand National Assembly, whereas the other provisions of this note 
do iwrfi need to be submitted to the plenary session. 


Onotati<»u not pan^^btased. 
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Artide 4 is to be cbanged commencing with the thirty-ninth word 
of the first sentence, “article”, and continuing through to complete 
the article 

“the principles enumerated in articles 1 and 2 of this note together 
with the essential provisions of the Turkish-American treaty signed 
at Lausanne August 6, 1923, and its annexes shall [constitute?] the 
basis for the law \ti'eabfthmbf\ which on condition of reciprocity 
shall be accorded nationals of Turkey in the United Stat^ and 
nationals of the United States in Turkey.” 

Modification is recommended. 

In place of our artide 5, which we did not discuss, I recommend 
<he following : 

“The present agreement shall become effective on the day of 
signature.” 

For the preamble of this note I recommend the following: 

“Excellency: I have the honor to make the following statement 
of my understanding [of the] agreement reached throimh recent 
conversations at Angora on behalf of the Government of the United 
States and the Government of Turkey with reference to the regular- 
ization of rdations between the United States and Turkey.” 

February 12 we shall meet to agree on the final text which I shall 
immediately telegraph to the Department. In the meantime it is 
recommended (1) that the Department approve the text as amended; 
(2) that I be [authorized?] to sign the French translation of this 
text; (3) that the Department immediately telegraph full powers 
for I think we should act quickly. 

Bmsron 


73 1.672/660 : Telegram 

The SeoretaTy of State to the High Oommissioner in Turhey {Bristol) 

tParapbrase] 


Washington, Fehrmry H, 191B7—6 p. m. 

7. (1) The Department approves the texts of the propoeed notes 
as set for^ in your telegram No. 12, February 12, 9 p. nn” You 
are authorized to conclude and sign the notes in the French i»ngmtg ii> 
on behalf of this Government. 

(2) The acceptance by the Department of the modification of 
article 31 of the treaty between the United States and Turkey of 
Augu^ 6, 1923, is conditional upon the correitoess of the imder- 
standing of the Department that the Allied estfdilishmeQt, and com- 
mercial conventions®® became effective August 6, 192^ and, there- 


” Telegram not printed; but see texts of notes exchanged 17. ool 794 if. 
S^ed 2^ 1^; deposit of ratlflcations the British Bumlte, Italv, 


and Japan, Aug. 6, 192A 
pp. 151, 171. 


League Nations Series^ ▼oL 



TUBKEir 793 

fore, cannot be terminated before August 6, 1931, and August 6, 
1929, respectively. 

(3) Inasmuch as the employment of the word “article” to indi- 
cate the different parts of a note is unusual and would bring about 
adverse comment iu the United' States, you should make the sug- 
gestion that the paragraphs and subparagraphs comprising the note 
be indicated simply by numbers and letters, and reference thereto 
in the body of the note be made accordingly. 

(4) In article 3 the word “nationals” should be translated in 
French “ressortissants.” 

(6) The Government of the United States would be glad if the 
Government of Turkey would agree, for the time being, not to give 
publicity to the text of the two notes exchanged. It is the desire 
of the Department that publicity of the texts of the notes be avoided 
until it reaches a decision regarding the resubmission of the treaty 
of August 6 and other matters coimected therewith. 

EjaxoGO 


711.672/565 : T^egram 

The High Oomarmsioner in Turkey {Bristol) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Angora, February 16, 19B7 — 6 p. m. 

[Eeceived February 17 — 6 : 30 a. m.] 

16. Upon the receipt of the Department’s telegram No. 7, Febru- 
ary 14, 6 p. m., I immediately communicated in person to Tewfik 
Bouschdy Bey the request that the texts of the notes should not be 
made public for the present. To this he agreed. The semioflS,cial 
press this morning carried the following account: *• 

“Having taken cognizance of the fact that the American Senate 
rejected the Treaty of Lausanne by an insignificant majority, it 
was most natural that the two parties, solicitous of their interests, 
should seek a common ground to save their mutual interests. The 
MoMimiet~l-M%IMet states that the Constitution of the United States 
accords the President the right to reestablidi diplomatic relations 
with Turkey by a simple exchange of letters and notes. It is on 
these grounds that the negotiations have been pursued for some' 
time between Admiral Bristol and our Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

It is pointed out that the negotiations mentioned above provide 
for a prolongation for 1 year of the provisional commercial treaty 
now in effect; the reestablishment of official relations on the basis 
of the 'Dreaty of Lausanne and of international arrangements and 
consequently the immediate appointment of Ambassadors of both 
partiea At the same time a consular convention and treaties of ccan- 
meroe and residence are determined. 


Qootatbni panq^muied. 
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The Hakvrrmt-I-MUUet observes that signature by the two parties 
on the bases mentioned above is a simple question of days and draws 
attention to the importance of this agreement both from a material 
and moral point of view.” 

Such a statement must obviously have been inspired by Govern- 
ment sources. I was not consulted beforehand regarding its publica- 
tion. It is my belief, however, that this publicity does not conflict 
with the desire of the Department that for the time being the texts 
of the two notes shoiald not be given publicity. 

The notes as modified by the Department’s instructions will be 
signed tomorrow afternoon. Beistol 

711.672/680, 683 

I 

The American High Commissioner {Bristol) to the Turkish Mirmter 
for Foreign Affairs {Tewfih Bouschdy)^ 

[Translation *^] 

Angoba, February 17, 1987. 

Exoellenot: I have the honor to make the following statement 
of the agreement which has resulted from the conversations that 
have been held at Angora on behalf of the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of Turkey with reference 
to the regularization of relations between the United States of America 
and Turkey. 

1. The United States of America and Turkey are agreed to estab- 
lish between themselves diplomatic and consular relations, based 
upon the principles of international law, and to proceed to the 
appointment of Ambassadors as soon as possible. They are further 
agreed that their diplomatic and consular representatives shall enjoy, 
on the basis of reciprocity in the territory of the other, the treat- 
ment recognized by the general principles of public international 
law, 

2 (us). The United States of America and Turkey are agreed to 
rebate, by treaties or special conventions, on the basis of the general 
principles of public international law and of complete jreciprociiy, 
die commercial and consular relations, as well as the conditions of 
establidiment and residence, of the nationals of the other party, 
in their respective territories. 

(J) In the event that the treaty signed at Xiausanne August 6, 
1923, by the United States of America and Turkey should be ratified 

text ot this note was transmitted tc 
^ «ie High Oommlssioner In his despatoSi No. 21T& IS; 

Tl» translation was transmitted in desspatch No. Fob. 27* 

“File translation revised. 
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on or before June 1, 1928, the provisions of that treaty, together vdth 
its annexes, shall be considered as meeting the requirements specified 
in subparagraph (o) of this paragraph, as regards the regulariza- 
tion of commercial and consular relations, and conditions of estab- 
lishment and residence. It is understood that in the event the 
Turkish- American treaty should be ratified on or before June 1, 1928, 
article 31, thereof, shall be modified at the time of its ratification in 
the following sense: the articles of the said treaty which have a 
temporary character shall expire on the same date as the correspond- 
ing provisions of the treaties and conventions signed by Turkey and 
the Allies at Lausanne, July 24, 1928. 

(o) The United States of America and Turkey are agreed that 
the treaty of extradition signed at Lausanne, August 6, 1923, shall, 
at a time mutually convenient to them, be submitted to the competent 
authorities of their respective Governments for ratification. Fur- 
ther, that negotiations for a naturalization convention shall be under- 
taken within six months after the coming into effect of the consular 
convention and the convention of establishment and residence re- 
ferred to in subparagraph (a) of this paragraph, or the coming into 
effect of the Turkish-American treaty mentioned in subparagraph 
(5). The question of claims shall be dealt with in accordance 
with the provisions of the notes exchanged between the American 
and Turkish Governments at Constantinople on December 24, 1923 ; 
it being understood that the provisions of those notes will come into 
force six months after the exchange of ratifications of the commercial 
convention and the convention of establishment and residence re- 
ferred to in subparagraph (at), in the event that the Turkfish- 
American treaty, mentioned* in subparagraph (&), is not ratified. 

8. Pending the coming into effect of the consular convention and 
the conv^tion of establishment and residence referred to in subpara- 
grajfir (o) of paragraph (2), or the coming into effect of the Turkish- 
American treaty mentioned in subparagraph (&), the principles 
enumerated in paragraph (1) and (2) of this note, together with 
the essential provisions of the TurMsh-American treaty signed at 
Lausanne August 6, 1928, and its annexes, shall constitute the basis 
for the treatment, which, on condition of reciprocity, shall be ac- 
corded the nationals of the United States of America in the territory 
of Turkey and the nationals of Turkey in the territory of the United 
States of America. 

4. The present agreement ^all become effective on the day of 
mgnatore. 

I idtould be glad to have your confirmation of the accord thus 
reaeihed. 

Accept [etc.] 


MaseL. Bbistoxi 
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711.672/587 

TTie Twhish Mmht&r for Foreign Affairs (Tewfk BouscTidy) to the 
American High Commissioner {Bristoiy^^ 


[Translation ®»] 


Anqoba, Februcery 17, 19£7, 

Me. Ebpbesbntativb: I have the honor to make the following state- 
ment of the agreement which has resulted from the conversations that 
have been held at Angora on behalf of the Grovemment of Turkey 
and the Government of the United States of America with reference 
to the regularization of relations between Turkey and the United 
States of America. 

1. Turkey and the United States of America are agreed to establish 
between themselves diplomatic and consular relations, based upon the 
principles of international law, and to proceed to the appointment 
of Ambassadors as soon as possible. They are further agreed that 
their diplomatic and consular representatives shall enjoy, on the basis 
of reciprocity in the territory of the other, the treatment recognized 
by the general principles of public international law. 

2 (a). Turkey and the United States of America are agreed to 
regulate, by treaties or special conventions, on the basis of the general 
principles of public international law and of complete reciprocity, 
the commercial and consular relations, as well as the conditions of 
establishment and residence, of the nationals of the other party, in 
their respective territories. 

(5) In the event the treaty signed at Lausanne August 6, 1928, by 
Turkey and the United States of America should be ratified on or 
before June 1, 1928, the provisions of that treaty, together with its 
annexes, shall be considered as meeting the requirements specified in 
subparagraph («) of this paragraph, as regards the regularization 
of commercial and consular relations, and conditions of 
and residence. It is understood that in the event the Turkish- Ameri- 
can treaty should be ratified on or before June 1, 1928, article SI, 
thereof, shall be modified at the time of its ratification in the following 
sense : the articles of the said treaty which have a temporary 
shall expire on the same date as the corresponding provisions of the 
treaties and conventions signed by Turkey and the A Hin a at 
July 24, 1923. 

(c) IHirkey and the United States of America are agreed that the 
treaty of extradition signed at Lausanne, August 6, 1928, rirall, at a 
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time mutually convenient to them, be submitted to the competent 
authorities of their respective Governments for ratification. Further, 
that negotiations for a naturalization convention shall be undertaken 
within six months after the coming into effect of the consular con- 
vention and the convention of establishment and residence referred 
to in subparagraph (a) of this paragraph, or the co min g into effect 
of the Turkish-American treaty mentioned in subparagraph (6) . The 
question of claims shall be dealt with in accordance with the provisions 
of the notes exchanged between the Turkish and American Govern- 
ments at Constantinople on December 24, 1923; it being understood 
that the provisions of those notes will come into force six months after 
the exchange of ratifications of the commercial convention and the 
convention of establishment and residence referred to in subparagraph 
(a) , in the event that the Turkish-American treaty, mentioned in sub- 
paragraph (d), is not ratified. 

8. Pending tiie coming into effect of the consular convention and 
the convention of establishment and residence referred to in subpara- 
graph (a) of paragraph (2) , or the coming into effect of the Turkish- 
American treaty mentioned in subparagraph (J), the principles enu- 
merated in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this note, together with the 
essential provisions of the Turkish-American treaty signed at Lau- 
saime August 6, 1923, and its annexes, shall constitute tixe basis for 
the treatment, which, on condition of reciprocity, tiiall be accorded 
the nationals of Turkey in the territory of the United States of Amer- 
ica and the nationals of the United States of America in the terri- 
tory of Turkey. 

4. The present agreement shall become effective on the day of sig- 
nature. 

I should be glad to have your confirmation of the accord thus 
reached. 

Accept [etc.] Dr. T. EotrsoHnx 

711.872/080, SS8 ^ 

The Ameriaan High CommAasion&r {Bristol) to the TmTmh Minister 
for Foreign Affairs {Tewfik Bomohciy)'^ 

tTraneliitlon »] 

Anoora, Fel)ruary 17, 19S7. 

SkcBEUUBNTcr: 1 have the honor to make the following statement 
of the agreement which has resulted from the conversations that have 
been held at .Angira on behalf of the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of Turkey with reference to 

**A oqmr of tbe FreoCb text of fbls aote was tranaoiitted to the Bextartmeat 
hr the Qw Oommisskmw in hU de^tch No. 2178, Feh. 18; received Apr. 1. 
(Dn trenelatioQ was teanamitted In deiqtatcb No. 2186, Feh. 27 ; received Mar. 17. 

"Vue imnaiattOD zeviaed. 
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the treatment which shall be accorded to the commerce of Turkey 
by the United States of America and to the commerce of the United 
States of America by Turkey. 

Pending the coming into effect of the commercial convention re- 
ferred to in subparagraph (a) of paragraph (2), of the notes ex- 
changed today concerning the relations between the United States of 
America and Turkey, or the coming into effect of the Turkish- 
American treaty signed at Lausanne August 6, 1923, the staim quo 
resulting from the exchange of notes of July 20, 1926, regarding com- 
mercial relations between the United States of America and Turkey, 
shall be preserved for a period of one year, dating from February 
20, 1927. At the expiration of this period the status guo shall 
automatically continue for a further term of three months, unless in 
the meantime the provisions of this note shall have been modified by 
mutual agreement; or unless either of the two contracting parties 
shall have asked for a revision of its provisions. 

I should be glad to have your confirmation of the accord thus 
reached. 

Accept [etc.] Mask L. Bristol 

711.672/687 

The Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs (Tewfk Bomckdy) to the 
Armriccm High Commissioner {Bristol) 

[Translation®^] 

Angoea, Febrwery 17, 19S7. 

Mb. Eepbbsektative : I have the honor to make the following state- 
ment of the agreement which has resulted from the conversations 
that have been held at Angora on behalf of the Government of Turkey 
and the Government of the United States of America with reference 
to the treatment which shall be accorded to the commeirce of the 
United States of America by Turkey and to the commerce of Turkey 
by the United States of America. 

Pending the coming into effect of the commercial convention 
referred) to in subparagraph {a) of paragraph (2), of the notes 
exchanged today concerning the relations between TPurkey and the 
United States of America, or the coming into effect of the Turhish- 
American treaty signed at Lausanne August 6, 1928, the etaiut gyo 
resulting from the exchange of notes dated July 20, 1^6, regarding 
commercial relations between Turkey and the United States of 
America, shall be preserved for a period of one year, dating from 
Pthruary 20, 1927. At the expiration of this period ^e »tatm gw 

atgaed text vf this note was tianffititted to the DenaztaMBt to 
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shall automatically continue for a further term of three months, 
unless in the meantime the provisions of this note shall have been 
modified by mutual agreement ; or unless either of the two contracting 
parties shall have asked for a revision of its provisions. 

I should be glad to have your confirmation of the accord thus 
reached. 

Accept [etc.] Dr. T. Eottscjhdt 


711.672/568 : Telegram 

The High Oom/rrdeswner in Turkey {Bristol) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

Aitooba, February 17, 19S/7 — 9 p. m. 

[Eeceived February 18 — : 05 a. m.] 

16. This afternoon the notes were signed and exchanged. They 
are now in effect. Tewfik Eouschdy Bey asked me for an exchange 
of additional notes to which I agreed, of which the following is a 
translation : •• 

“I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
February 17th regarding the arran^ments which have resulted from 
the conversations that have been held at Angora between the Govern- 
ment of the United States of America and the Turkish Government 
with respect to the re^larization of relations between the United 
States of America ana Turkey and to confirm the tenor thereof. 

I desire to add that, having already the full authority of my Gov- 
ernment to si^ and to exchange notes of this date containing identic 
declarations, I shall present to you my full powers in due form as 
soon as possible. 

Please accept, et cetera.” 

I was surprised to receive the request for a confirmation of my 
authority to sign. Tewfik Bouschdy Bey explained that, since the 
notes engaged the Governments, he had deemed it necessary to request 
full powers and also to give full powers. I request that full powers 
be sent me by mail as quickly as possible. 

We agreed upon the following communique to the press : 

‘*The n^otiations which have taken place during the past few 
days between His Excellency Tewfik Bouschdy Bey, Minister for 
Fomgn Affairs, and His Excellency Admiral Bristol, Diplomatic 
Bepresentative of the United States, with a view to regiilanzing the 
political and commercial relations lietween the two countries nave 
been oonclnded this evening through an exchange of notes of this 
subject.” 

Foreign Minister agreed not to make public for the present the 
texts of tibe notes. He said, however, that in case of an inter- 

**^iotaiio& not paraphiased. 
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pellation! he might be obliged to give them to the Assembly. I said 
that I would request the Department to inform me of the earliest 
date when the texts can be made public. As I am taking up certain 
questions affecting American interests, will the Department please 
inform me? Authority is requested for me to return to Constanti- 
nople at my discretion. 

Bristol 


711.672/566 : Telegram 

The Actmg Secretary of State to the High Commissiomr m Turkey 

{Bristol) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washingxon, Februoaty 1927 — 11 a. m. 

12. Your telegram No. 16, February 17, 9 p. m., reporting signa- 
ture exchange of notes : 

(1) Full powers will go forward in pouch leaving Washington on 
February 25. They are dated February 1, and were signed by the 
President on February 19. 

(2) Please confirm the understanding of the Department that no 
provision of the notes as signed and exchanged will require the 
approval of the Assembly before going into effect. 

(3) You will be informed by the Department regarding the 
earliest date when the texts of the notes can be made public. 

(4) On February 18 the following statement was given to the 
press : 

“As a result of conversations between Admiral Bristol and the 
Turkish Minister of Foreim Affairs at Angora, an understanding 
has been reached between the two Governments which provides for 
the preservation of the statw quo pending a decision on the question 
of treaty relations and which contemplates the resumption of 
relations between the two countries.” 

(6) Department would be glad if you could remain at Angora 
for the time being for the purpose of taking up with the Govern- 
ment of Turkey such matters of importance as may arise before the 
Ccangress adjourns on March 4. 

Gsasw 

713-672/672 ; Telegram 

Commissioner in Turkey {Bristol) to the Seoretasry of SteOe 

Angoha, February SS, 1927—10 a. m. 

s [Eecmved Febmaxy 2«^10!'2T p. nt1 

^ Tour 12, February 21, 11 a. In., received only yesterday, I 
have defin itely confirmed my origmal tmderjsta^ 'tiiat Botss 


Quotation not paraphrased. 
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ezahanged do not have to be acted upon by Assembly. I furnisbed 
Foreign Minister with copy of communiqu4 given out by the De- 
partment. I shall be glad to remain until Congress adjourns. 

Bbistol 


711,672/572 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the High Gornmissioner m Turkey 

{Bristol) 


Washington, February 19%7—6 p, m. 
14. Your 22, February 23, 10 a. m. You are authorized to return 
to Constantinople at your discretion." 


Grew 


711.872/673 : Telegram 

The High Commissioner in Turkey {Bristol) to the Secretary of State 

Anqoba, March B, 19B7—11 a. m. 

[Eeceived 1:28 p. m.] 

26. The Turkish Goveriunent contemplates favorable action in the 
very near future on request to open more American schools in the 
interior and also to permit four doctors to practice in Turkey." 
I urgently recommend that I be authorized to concur with the Turk- 
ish Government in the release of texts of notes as soon as possible 
since continued delay is creating unfavorable impression in official 
circles. 

Bristol 


711.672/678 : Telegram 

The Acting Secretary of State to the High Commissioner in Turkey 

{Bristol) 

Wabhtnoton, March 9, 19B7—enoon. 

28. Department’s 22, March 8, 11 a. m.," and your 25, March 2, 
11 a. m. from Angora, Department agrees to release of texts of notes 
exchanged on February 17. You should arrange with Turkish Gov- 
ernment a date for release far enough ahead to enable you to telegraph 
Department, thereby insuring simultaneous action in this country and 
in Turkey. 

Grew 

'"2a bl8 Ko. 28, Feb. 28 (not printed), the High Commissioner 

taforuMd the Department that he would leave for Constantinople on March 4 
(fflel«o.l2SBmi4S). 

• Bee post, 80* it. 

"Mot priatkl; it stated that the question of date and circumstances of publl- 
caUon ox notes was recMrini: Department’s careful consideration. 
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711.6T2/67T : Telegram 

The High Commssiomr m Turkey {Bristol) to the Secretoery of State 

Constantinople, March 11^ 19&7—S f. m. 

[Beceived 3 : 15 p. m.] 

16. Tour 23, March 9, noon. Turkish Government agrees to March 
15th as date for release of texts of notes exchanged February 17th 
and •will give them to morning press of that date. Foreign Office sees 
no necessity for giving publicity to letters of confirmation likewise 
exchanged on February 17th and considers it might even be better not 
to release them since full powers referred to thereia have not been 
exchanged; consequently only first note on general relations and the 
second on commercial relations -will be released. I fully concur in 
this suggestion and will make no further representations to the Turk- 
ish Government unless otherwise instructed 

Bristol 


123 B 773/U7C : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the High Conmdswmer i/n Turkey {Bristol) 

Washington, March 19^ 19^7—^ p. m. 

25. The President having particularly in mind your future career 
in the Navy directs me to inform you that he does not feel you should 
be asked to remain in Turkey after June 1st next. While the loss to 
this Government inevitable in the termination of your present mis- 
sion is keenly appreciated by the President and by myself we realize 
that to prolong your stay in Turkey beyond June 1st might interfere 
■with the plans of the Navy Department. It is my earnest desire to 
cooperate with the Navy Department to the fullest possible extent 
to the end that your services in Turkey may receive the recognition 
they so clearly deserve. 

Ih view of the foregoing you may proceed to Washington at your 
conveniMice. Your transportation and that of Mrs. Bristol, as well 
as the transportation of your household effects, to the TJnited States 
■will of course be defrayed by this Department in accordance with the 
travel regulations. 

It is understood that the Secretary of the Navy will issue you appro- 
priate orders as Commander of the Naval Detachment in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 


Esuloog 
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123 G 861/234a : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the HighOonmdssionerinTurhey (Bristol) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washington, May 9, 1927 — 6 p. m. 
43. The President desires to appoint the Honorable Joseph C. 
Grew, now Under Secretary of State, as Ambassador to Turkey. A 
biographical sketch will be found in the Department Register. 

Make inquiry of the Government of Turkey as to the acceptability 
of Mr. Grew and telegraph Department. 

Keixogg 


123 G 861/206 : Telegram 

The High Commissioner m Turkey {Bristol) to the Secretary of State 

CoNSTANTTNOPUE, May 19, 1927—10 a. m. 

[Keceived 11 : 53 a. m.] 

86. The following is a translation from the French of a telegram 
just received direct from Tewfik Eouschdy [Bey] : 

“I have the honor to inform Tour Excellency that my Government 
is giving with pleasure its agrSment to the designation of the Hon- 
or^Ie Joseph C. Grew as Ambassador of the United States of 
America at Angora.” 

This in reply to my personal request made May 16th in Angora. 
[Paraphrase.] The Government of Turkey evidently gave this 
information to its official news agency for publication, since an 
aimouncement of Mr. Grew’s selection appeared yesterday in the 
local papers. 

Am 1 authorized officially to aimounce the appointment of Mr. 
Grew? [End paraphrase.] 

Bkistol 


12S G 801/298A : Tetegram 

The Seetetary of State to the High Commissioner in Turkey {Bristol) 

Washington, May 21, 19^—11 a. m. 
49. Your 86, May 19, 10 a. m. Official announcement of Mr. 
Qrew’s appointment made last evening. You may confirm it.^* 

Kellogg 

** Ambassador Grew presented his letter of credence to the President of Turkey 
on October 12 (file No. 128 G 861/812). 
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123 B 773/163 : T^egram 

The Charge in Twrheg {Crosby) to the Secretary of State 


CoNSTAimNOPiJE, May ^^ 5 1927 — S p. in. 

[Eeceived May 24 — 1 : 25 p. m.] 
39. Bristol left today. Have assumed cliarge. 


Crosbt 


TOl.6711/100 : T^egram 

The Charge in Turhey {Crosby) to the S^etary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

CoNSTANTmopiJB, Moy 25^ 1927 — S p. m. 

[Eeceived 5 : 13 p. m.] 

40. I have just returned from an informal call on Nusret Bey.^ 
Under instructions from Angora he asked me to telegraph the 
Department requesting agrement of Mouhtar Bey as the Ambassador 
of Turkey in the United States. Mouhtar Bey has had an e^xtended 
diplomatic service. He has served as Foreign Minister in the Cabi- 
net of Eao Bey, Minister in Athens, and Ambassador in Russia; 
and at the present time he is a Deputy from Constantinople. I 
regret that he is not known to me personally. 

Cbosbt 

701.6711/190 : Telegrara 

The Secretary of State to the ChargS in Turkey {Crosby) 

[Paraphrase] 

Washutqton, May £7, 19£7 — 1 f. m. 

52. Tour telegram No. 40, May 25, 3 p. m. Inform the Govern- 
ment of Turkey that the Government of the United States is entirely 
agreeable to the appointment of Mouhtar Bey as Ambassador of 
Turkey in the United States.^* 

EjBXioao 

GOOD OFFICES OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN SUPPORT OF THE 
REOPENING OF AMERICAN SCHOOLS IN TURKEY* 

867.1184/101 : Telegram 

The Arrihassador m Turkey (Grew) to the Secretary of State 

[Paraphrase] 

CosrsTAimifQPia, November 5, IWf—ruxm. 

[Received 7 : 45 p. m.] 

101 . At the request of the American Board of Foreign Missions I 
informally supported its application to be permitted to reopen oer- 

* Delegate at Oonstantinople of the Turkish Foreign Minister. 

No 701 Turkish Ambassador on December 6, IDST (file 

* For preTlOQS correspondence concerning ^orts on bebaU o£ AiwartMTi 
In Turkey, see Foreion BfHaHotu, 1924, Trt. o, pgu ISO S. 
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tain American schools in Anatolia, notably at Aintab, Caesarea, and 
Sivas, which were recognized before October SO, 1914,. and particu- 
larly at Marash and Talas for which staffs are now ready and waiting. 
The Foreign Minister will take the matter up with the Minister of 
Public Instruction. He believes that as regards certain places per- 
mission will be given, but that it is contrary to the policy of the Gov- 
ernment of Turkey to permit foreign schools in certain other places. 
Should the Government of Turkey refuse permission to reopen any 
or all of these schools, is it the desire of the Department that I 
acquiesce tacitly or shall I press the question on the basis of the letter 
of Ismet Pasha of August 4, 1923,^* and the notes exchanged on 
February 17, 1927 ? I am not sure that it would be wise to make 
a formal issue of the question of the schools at the present time. I be- 
lieve it might be preferable for the time being to accept liie decision 
which the Government of Turkey may make, but nevertheless to 
present any comment which the Department may desire me to make 
regarding our interpretation of the binding character of the agree- 
ment of February 1927. The Cabinet will probably take up the school 
question on November 9. Will the Department please instruct me. 

Gkbw 


8e7.11S4/101 : Tel«gimu) 

TAe 8ecretoary of State to the Ambassador m Twkey (Gh'ew) 

[Paraphtaae] 

Washington’, November S, 19^ — noon. 

98. Embassy’s telegram No. 101, November 6, noon. You should 
not make any formal issue regarding the opening of schools in Ana- 
tolia or discuss the question with the Turks from the viewpoint of 
principle or in general. There is, however, no objection to your 
using informally with the Turks any arguments, juridical as well as 
practical, which recommend themselves to you, in support of the re- 
opening of one or more particular schools. In this connection you 
would, of course, make the appropriate reference to the notes ex- 
changed on February 17, 1927, Ismet Pasha’s letter on institutions, 
and tibe second of the three points contained in Lausaime subcom- 
mittee report, May 18, 1928.'* (See the French edition of the Allied 
Canference Minutes, 2nd series, I, p. 108, and procte- verbal of signa- 
ture of the American-Turkish treaty.") 

"Sjsuxm 


^foreign Selatkm, 19^, vol. n; p. 1141. 

* spk 7M and m. 

JBalatloM, 1^ voi n, p. 114a 

" Bm ndau ti a of the meenng bold at Lausanne, August 6, 1928, iMd., p. 1144. 
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867.1164/104 

TJie Ambassador m Turkey {Grew) to the Secretary of State 

No. 60 Constantinople, November 1927. 

[Keceived December 8.] 

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that American 
scholastic institutions in Turkey began their operations for the 1^7- 
1928 school year with an attendance which exceeds that of any previ- 
ous year. As regards collegiate institutions the American College in 
Smyrna also shows an increase in registration, but both Eobert and 
Constantinople College show a slight decrease. In the case of Eob- 
ert College this is due to an increase in the standard of the entrance 
examinations as the Faculty believe the college is getting too large. 
The figures for Constantinople College are early statistics and the 
Dean, Miss Burns, believes that final figures in course of preparation 
will ^ow at least as high an enrollment as last year. Aside from 
the fact that the increase in attendance indicates augmenting inter- 
est in education, it will interest the Department to know that many 
relatives of members of the Turkish Cabinet and of Deputies are 
enregistered in American schools and colleges, from which can be 
drawn the inference that these Government ofiScials believe a better 
education can be obtained in American institutions than in corre- 
sponding Turkish establishments. This is an interesting commentary 
on the situation when one takes into consideration the strong na- 
tionalistic tendencies of the members of the present Turkish regime. 

The statistics for the present school year also diow another inter- 
esting trend viz.; the increasing number of Moslem Turks who are 
enrolled as against Greek, Aormenian and Jewish Turks and as against 
foreigners, such as Bulgarians, Eussians, Albanians, Serbs, etc. Such 
statistics as are available are transmitted to the Department here- 
with.'® 

In my telegram No. 101 of November 5, 10 A. M. [noon], I in- 
formed the Department that I had informally supported the appli- 
cation of the American Board to re-open certain schools in Anatolia. 
A copy of the Aide-Memoire on this subject, which I left with Tewfik 
Eousohdy Bey is enclosed herewith. I am now in receipt of a per- 
sonal note from the Minister for Foreign Affairs (a copy of which,- 
together with a translation is also enclosed) in which he avoids a 
definite reply and links the issue with the question of seUing Ameri- 
can School properties in Anatolia to the Turkish Government. This 
was a surprise to me for in my interviews with Tewfik Bouschdy Bey 
he had never broached such a prop<wition. Nor is there in the files of 
the Embassy any record indicating that the Turkish authorities de- 
sired to acquire American school properties in Anatolia esoept at 


Not printed. 
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Mersifoun as reported in this Embassy’s despatch No. 2122 of Decem- 
ber 7, 1926.®®* I immediately placed mysdf in touch with Mr. Good- 
sell, who has taken over Mr. Fowle’s work at the Bible House since 
Mr. Fowle’s departure for America on leave. Mr. Goodsell is now 
searching the American Board files, but to the best of his recollection 
only three inquiries along these lines have been made by the Turks, 
as follows: 

1. Mersifoun as mentioned above. 

2. The Bov’s school at Sivas. 

3. The School property at Harpoot as distinguished from the 

Hospital property. 

Mr. Goodsell will report definitely to me after completing his search 
and after discussing the question with his lawyers. When he has 
gathered all the available data, he will undoubtedly send his lawyer 
to Angora to try and ascertain from the Ministry of Public Instruc- 
tion just what properties the Turks desire to purchase. Should they 
prove to be unused properties in the Eastern Vilayets or elsewhere, it 
is possible, in Mr. Goodsell’s opinion, that something might be ar- 
ranged. On the other hand, should the Ministry desire to acquire all 
American school property in Anatolia a serious problem would be 
raised. 

In this Embassy’s despatch No. 2122, December 7, 1926, it was re- 
ported that the French Catholic Schools in Anatolia were on the point 
of being sold to the Turkish Government. The Secretary of this Em- 
bassy in Angora has been informed by Father Jenarphanian that the 
schools in Caesarea, Tokat, Amassia and Sivas have been sold to the 
Government and also their land in Angora, the school itself having 
been burned. 

The Counselor of the French Embassy informed a member of my 
staff that it was his understanding that the Jesuits had sold all of 
their property in Anatolia and not merely the properties mentioned 
above. Their properties were actually being used by various branches 
of the Turkish administration, but no rent was being paid. After 
fruitless negotiations covering a period of over a year the French 
threatened to carry the case to the Turkish-French Mixed Arbitral 
Tribunal, for it was perfectly obvious that in all justice, the Turks 
should either restore the properties to the Jesuits, or pay rent, or pur- 
chase then. This threat produced the desired results and shortly 
afterwards an agreement was reached and the properties purchased 
outright. I have not been able to ascertain how much the Turks paid, 
but the Counselor of the French Embas^ stated that he understood 
the Jesuits had been satisfied with the purchase price. 


"*Net vrtated. 



808 rOREIGN RELATIONS, 1927, VOLUME m 

Freach schools, other than those of the Jesuits, which are in oper- 
ation in Turkey are in Constantinople, Smyrna, Konia, and Chanak. 
This last na m ed has just been closed temporarily by the auldiorities 
“because of administrative difficulties” which M. Brugere did not 
seem to care to Elucidate. 

The Department will be interested to know that M. Brugfere stated 
explicitly that since the ratification of the Treaty of Lausanne, efforts 
had been made to secure permission to're-open certain French schools 
in Turkey and that in making these efforts the French Embassy had 
invoked the terms of Ismet Pasha’s letter of July S4th, 1923, ad- 
dressed to the Allied Delegates at Lausanne.®* In spite of these repre- 
sentations of the French Embassy, the Turkidi Government has not 
given the desired permission. 

I am informed by the Italian Embassy that aside from the usual 
petty vexations, Italian schools in Turkey are not being molested. 
Their schools are in Adrianople, San Stefano, Makri-Keuy, Constanti- 
nople and Smyrna. An Italian school in Adalia has just been closed 
as there were only two scholars for four teachers, one of whom was a 
Turk, for whom the authorities demanded a large salary. The 
Italians considered it uneconomical to continue to run the school I 

As regards German schools in Turkey, I am informed by Herr 
von Moltke, the Counselor of the German Embassy, that it is the 
intention of the Geamana to terminate all of their school activity in 
this country. I have been unable to ascertain wh^her or not this 
intention has been put into effect. 

The Britidi have only three schools in Turkey, all of which are in 
Constantinople. They are experiencing no unusual difficulties in 
operating. The British Embas^ informs me that it has had no 
occasion to invoke the terms of Ismet Pasha’s letter of July 24, 1923, 
as no British schools ifl Turkey have been closed. 

I shall not fail to inform the Department of future developments 
in comiection with the schools of the American Board in Turkey. 
It will be noted by the Department that my AHe Memoire was so 
worded that the Turkish Government could have complied wifh the 
r^uest of the AmericaipL Board, as set forth therein, by permitting the 
re-opening only of the two schools at Talas and Udara^, leaving its 
decimon regarding the othas until a later date. I presume that the 
Government intends to use this question as le^rage in order to 
lEimilitate its purchase of such American school property in Turkey 
as it may witii to acquire. In any case, even should no satisfaction 
b^, forthcoming from the Govemment in r^ard to the re-opening of 
the schools, I should not be indmed to do more tba« to repeat the 
informal represaitations already made. To demand tim re-opening 
of the schools as a right, on the basis of the exchange of notee of 

Foreign Belattona, M2S, vol. n, p. 1142. 
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February 17, 1927,*^ and Ismet Pasha’s letter of August 4, 1923, 
would probably defeat its own purpose, for should the Turkish 
Government accede to such a demand unwillingly and with bad 
grace, it could eJEFectively nullify the permit by surrounding the 
schools with such administrative restrictions as to render their fur- 
ther activities useless. The experience of the French Embassy would 
seem to indicate that stronger representations would in any case be 
fruitless, should the Turkish Government decide definitely against 
the reopening of the schools. 

I have [etc.] Joseph C. Grew 

[Enclosure 1] 

The American Embassy to the Turkish Foreign OfpiCe 

Aide Meuoike 

1. As a result of the Great War certain American schools func- 
tioning in Turkey were temporarily closed. Until 1925 no effort 
was made to reopen these schools, but on May 1, 1925, the American 
Board applied to the Minister of Education for permission to reopen 
certain of these institutions, without favorable result. 

2. Following the resumption of Diplomatic relations between 

Turkey and the United States a new application was made in March 
1927. The Embassy is informed that the Minister of Education 
referred this application to the Educational Council which expressed, 
the opinion that the reopening of the American schools in question 
would be useful. The Embassy is further informed that the Min- 
ister of Education subsequently consulted the Ministry of Forragn 
Affairs which replied, under date of May 28, 1927, (numbers 
11841/76) that there is no obstacle or political danger in the re- 
opening of American schools. However, in spite of these favorable 
replies, the permission to reopen these schools has not yet been 
received. ^ 

8. These schools have been in existence and have enjoyed official 
recognition since 1886. The language of instruction Mng both 
Turkish and English, and naturally in the Lycee classes importance, 
being given to French, by means of commercial courses which c^ b® 
added to the program these schools could serve the purpose of real 
vocational and commercial schools. There is also in existence in 
some of these schools apparatus, equipment and other facilities neces- 
sary for practical industrial and agricultural branches. With the 
guidance and support of the Ministiy of Education it' is certain that 
thipwe pohonla can Contribute much to the educational and cttlhirah 
cteivelopoment of the communities in whidh, they are situated. 

" ". ' j * * "" *■ ■ ' 

**A)itAiiu.7MaadTM. ' 
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4. It is hoped that permission to reopen these schools which were 
in existence and officially recognized prior to October 30, 1914, may 
now be given. They are as follows : 


Sivas 

American Girls’ School 

Lycee 

Sivas 

American Boys’ School 

College 

Marash 

American Girls’ School 

Lycee 

Ghazi Aintab 

American Girls’ School 

Lycee 

Ghazi Aintab 

American Boys’ School 
American Girls’ School 

College 

Talas 

Lycee 

Talas 

Caesarea 

American Boys’ School 
Kindergarten 

Lycee 


At the present moment the American Board is particularly anxious 
to reopen tbe Boys’ School at Talas and the Girls’ School at Marash 
as they have the necessary American staff with which to resume work 
at these two points. 

Anooba, Novemiber S, 1987. 

[Enclosure 2 — ^Translation 

The Tttrkish Minister for Foreign Affairs {Tewfik Ronsehdy) to the 
Ameriocm Ambassador {Grew) 

Angoba, November IS, 1987. 

Mt Dear Ambassador; I have the honor to inform Your Excel- 
lency that after the receipt of Your Excellency’s aide-mbmoixe of the 
3d instant, I conferred with my colleague of Public Instruction. 

I think that it would be expedient at this time both to take up the 
question of the reopening of the American school in case the Ministry 
of Public Instruction should determine it is possible and useful for 
the country that the school resume its operations, and to negotiate, 
as we have contemplated, the particulars of the purdtase by the 
said Department of the property of the American schools in Anato- 
lia, and that these institutions designate a representative to confer 
with the Ministry of Public Instruction. 

I avail myself [etc.] Db. T. Bouscbdt 

867.1164/107 

The Ambassador in Turkey {Grew) to the Seoretary of State 

No. 101 CoNgrANTiNOPLB, December SO, 19SI7. 

[Eeoeived January 24, 1928.] 

‘ Sm: In my despatch No. 60 of November 28, 1927, regarding the 
KMipening of American schools in Aunatolia, I had the honor to in- 
form the Department that the Minister for Fore%n Affkiza, in hie 
letter to me of Novemb® 18, had proposed negotiations witih the 
American Board for the purchase by the Ministry of Public Tn- 


“me translation revised. 
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struction of American, school property in Anatolia prior to consid- 
ering the question of the re-opening of the schools. I now have the 
honor to report that, in accordance with the request of Mr. Fred 
Field Goodsell, Field Secretary of the Turkic Mission of the Ameri- 
can Board, I wrote to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on December 
2, requesting that a specific date be designated for the desired con- 
ference between the representative of the American Board and the 
Ministry of Public Instruction in Angora. ISTo reply to my letter, a 
copy of which is enclosed herewith, has as yet been received. 

In this connection, a conference, which was held recently between 
Shukri Bey, a representative of the Bible House, and Avny Bey, of 
the Council of Fducation of the Ministry of Public Instruction, is 
significant. I am informed that Avny Bey stated that his Minister, 
Nedjati Bey, regarded the Bible House as hardly more than a Chris- 
tian missionary propaganda institution and that the Minister desired 
to have no dealings with it in any shape or form. He said that while 
the Bible House could continue to print its publications, as the Turk- 
idi law allows, the Ministry of Public Instruction would have noth- 
ing to do with them in regard to the American schools. Avny Bey 
olMerved that if such institutions were authorized to function by the 
Treaty of Lausanne, they would be allowed to re-open, otherwise not. 

In relation to this general subject, I am informed that certain of 
the deputies in the National Assembly, chiefly journalists, have con- 
ceived the plan of opening two girls’ schools in Turkey to compete 
with foreign secondary schools in this country, one to be established 
in Angora and one in Stamboul. While they expect to receive assist- 
ance from the Government, these schools will be denominated “pri- 
vate schools” in order to avoid the legal restrictions on compensations 
of instructors so that teachers of the calibre of those employed in 
foreign-controlled institutions may be engaged. It is said that the 
following deputies, all journalists, are the prime movers in this proj- 
ect: Nejmeddin Sadik Bey, Falih Eifki Bey, Nafi Atouf Bey, 
Bousehen Edhref Bey, Hakld Tarik Bey, Mahmoud Bey and Yacoub 
Kadri Bey. 

I am further advised that Noureddin Bey, General Director of 
Primary Instruction in the Ministry of Public Instruction, recently 
stated to my informant that it would be a blessing both for the Turte 
and American educators in this country if the latter could co-operate 
with the Ministry of Public Instruction in its desire to introduce 
technical rather than cultural and religious subjects in their schools. 
He said he had gone so far as to write to the American School in 
Mersifoun along thip line and had even drawn up a circular indicative 
of the character of technical instruction approved by the Ministry. 
This course of study included, among other subjects, the following: 
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millinery, sewing, hygiene and home economics, care of infants, nurs- 
ing, conservation of fruits and vegetables, carpentry and rug- weav- 
ing. I eJEpect to discuss these various matters with Mx. Goodsell, 
who is now absent, on his return to Constantinople and shall report 
further to the Department in due course. ■ 

I have [etc.] Joseph C. Grew 


[Enclosure] 

The Americwn, Ambassador {Grew) to the Turkish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs {Tewfk Bousohdy) 

CoNSTAimNOPLE, Deoerhber 19S7. 

Mt Dear Muhster: In reply to your letter of November 13, 1927, 
I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that the American Board 
is prepared to send a representative to Angora to discuss with the 
Ministry of Public Instruction the question of re-opening certain 
American schools in Turkey and the sale to the Turkish Government 
of certain school properties in Anatolia. If the Ministry of Public 
Instruction will kindly designate a specific date for the interview, 
arrangements wiU be made for the representative to be in Angora 
on the day indicated. 

The records of the American Board reveal that inquiries have been 
made on behalf of the Turkish Government looking to the acquisition 
by purchase of school properties in Mersifoun, Sivas and Eharput 
only. Since the American Board in its application of March 1927 
did not a^ for a permit to re-open schools in these three places, it is 
hoped that the question of granting permits may be treated separately 
from the question of the sale of property. The American Board hopes 
therefore that permits will be issued as requested in its application 
and especially at Talas and Marash where the personnel is ready 
an<f waiting to re-open the schools. 

I venture to express my own as well as the Board’s appreciation 
of Tour Excellency’s kind co-operation both in arranging an early 
date for the meeting suggested by the Ministry of Public Instruction 
and in obtaining sympathetic consideration by the Ministry of the 
^plication of the American Board of March last.*’ 

, J,am [etc,] JoeaopH C. Grew 

Megram No. 25, Feb. 26, 1928 (not printefl), the BJnbasay reported that 
of Public Instractlou had authorized the addition of a teehuieal 
section to the Ajmeilcan school at Mersifoun and the reopening of the boys' school 
nt ^as (file No. 367.1164/108). 
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PROPOSED TREATY OF FRIENDSTOP, COMMERCE AND CONSULAR 
RIGHTS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND URUGUAY 


Tll.832/1 

Minister in Uruguay {Grant-Smith) to the Secretary of Staie 

No. 287 Montevideo, Seyterriber 6, 1926. 

[Received September 30.] 

Sib: With reference to the Department’s instruction No. 54 of 
August 6, 1026,^ I have the honor to report that in conversation this 
afternoon with Sr. Saralegui, Minister for Foreign Affairs a. i., 
referring to the study I had been making recently of the treaty 
making powers of the Uruguayan Government, I said casually that 
it was surprising that no Treaty of Commerce and Consular Rights 
existed between our respective Governments. He replied that Uru- 
guay now had no treaties of commerce with any country and, on 
my mentioning those with France and England, he said that they 
had all been denounced after the War. To my inquiry as to how 
Uruguay got on, he replied that her commercial relations with other 
countries were regulated entirely by International Law on the basis 
of the most-favored-nation treatment and pointed out that the Uru- 
guayan Tariff was the same for all. 

I observed that it was precisely the policy of unconditional most- 
favored-nation treatment that the United States was trying to for- 
ward; that we had recently negotiated a treaty with Germany on 
that basis* and that he would readily understand that Germany 
would not have entered into an agreement which would not have 
been advantageous to her interests, to which he readily assented. I 
mentioned that I had been interested to learn by the press telegrams 
that a similar treaty had jyxst been concluded between the United 
States and Hungary * and went on to say that I was convinced that 
in the adoption of the policy of the “wide open door” small nations 
would find the best guarantee for their independence, "ihat, for 
example, in case a neighbor or other strong power should at any 


*Noe pvlated; tbis Jnstruettoa was substantially tbe same, tmtaUa nwtamMs, 
as Instractton No. 90B, Autr. SB, 1^, to tbe Minister In Oolombia, Foreign 
StMkme, 1896, vOL s, L 

* Bee tHt., 1828, vcO. s, pp. 

* See AM., 1815, voL s, PP- 5il If. 

' ‘ 818 • 
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time manoeuvre a country into a diflSicult position, it might be diffi- 
cult to avoid the concession of special privileges, especially might that 
come about in the condition in which Uruguay at present found 
herself, without any commercial treaties. On the other hand, such 
a possibility would be avoided if she had a treaty containing broad 
provisions such as those contained in our treaty with Germany. 

I observed that the old spirit of monopoly was still abroad; that 
the desire to canalize commerce to their own exclusive advantage 
was still entertained by some nations. I said that in that connection, 
I had been especially interested by a case in the colonial history of 
this part of the world. He would recall that during that period, 
the Spanish had held a monopoly for the commerce with South 
America, had canalized it over the Isthmus and down the Pacific 
Coast to Peru, whence it had had to cross the Andes and so down 
to Buenos Aires. Legitimate trade could then be carried on only 
by that circuitous and costly route, whereas all traffic direct by sea 
with the Eiver Plate was treated as contraband. 

Sr. Saralegui evinced interest and inquired why I did not submit 
a draft of such an agreement, to which I replied that first I would 
prefer that he should examine our treaty with Germany, which I 
would have translated into Spanish, when he could just what it 
contained, a suggestion which he appeared to receive with satisfaction. 
I added that we had no such treaties with nations in this part of the 
world and that I was not unnaturally desirous that such a treaty 
should be negotiated during my incumbency of this Legation. 

It will be my endeavor to induce Sr. Saralegui to repeat his sug- 
gestion in writing and although he may do so there would be no 
prospect of substantial progress with negotiations being made until 
after the November elections. It will be, however, advantageous if 
we can bring them about before the return from Exirope of Dr. Blanco 
because Sr, Saralegui, being the permanent Undersecretary, will pre- 
sumably stop on at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs whatever the 
Insult of the elections may be and would be likely to take more interest 
in such a treaty if the negotiations are initialed by him. Should I 
be fortunate enough to receive a written request I shall advise the 
Depa^ment by telegraph and would be glad if a draft would be 
forwarded to me with as little delay as possible. 

I have [etc.] U. OmKr-SanrH 

711.2^32/1 ; Telegram 

of State to the Mmiater in VTugua^y {Cfrant^Smith) 

[Faraphraae] 

Washington, October 11, 196^^. p. m. 

24. With reference to Legation’s despatch No. 2^, September 6, 
yon may say in your discretion to the Acting Foreogn ISboister that 
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you had reported your conversation to the Department and that you 
had been authorized to submit draft of treaty if such a course would 
now be acceptable. Should the Department receive a telegram from 
you stating that you had received an afSrmative reply, whether oral 
or written, it will endeavor to forward draft of treaty by next pouch. 

EoeXiIOGO 

711 . 332/3 

The Minister in Uruguay {Grant-Smith) to the Secretary of State 

No. 316 MoNTEvroEo, October 19, 1926. 

PReceived November 9.] 

Sis: In reply to your telegraphic instruction No. 24 of October 
11, 4 p. m., 1926, and in explanation of my reply of today’s date, No. 
57,* I have the honor to make report of the circumstances which have 
led me to the conclusion that it would be preferable to postpone, for 
the moment, any attempt to initiate formal negotiations for the con- 
clusion of a Treaty of Commerce and Consular Rights between the 
United States and Uruguay. 

When I wrote my despatch of September 6th, No. 287, Dr. Blanco 
had not resigned the portfolio of Foreign Affairs, which he did by 
telegraph on the 24th September, thus leaving Sr. Saralegui as locum 
tenens until, at least, after the Presidential election which will take 
place next month, and probably until the induction of the new Presi- 
dent on March first next. There is, in consequence, no occasion for 
haste on Sr. Saralegui’s account as then seemed advisable. 

As is usual just previous to the opening of the most active season 
for the sale of cattle, an attack has been launched, by both the cattle 
raisers and the Press, against the foreign Packers, Messrs. Swift and 
Co., and Armour & Co., which this year has proven to be sharper 
than heretofore. The foreign beef “Trust” is violently and very 
generally, although I believe not justly, denounced. It is highly 
improbable, therefore, that the Government would feel disposed at 
this juncture to enter into negotiations which, if consummated, might 
deprive it of a possible means of dealing summarily with the so called 
TVust. This will doubtless be found an obstacle even after the 
agitation has been temporarily calmed, for the threat of confiscation 
is a weapon which will not be readily relinquished. 

It is, consequently, all the more necessary that the ground should 
be prepared with care and with patience. Suspicion of suggestions 
made by foreigners is general among Uruguayans and especially if 
emanating from the United States, a distrust which, as the Depart- 
ment is aware, is encouraged by our rivals in these markets. It is 
for reason that I am endeavoring to excite interest on the part, 

BT not pcintad. 

W »« aa - tf ' -' rot m 6$ 
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not only of the Minister for Foreign Affairs ad interim, but likewise 
on that of persons of influence in both parties, first by directing atten- 
tion to the exposed position, economically, in which this country now 
finds itself and then, through inference, to the advantages which 
would accrue to Uruguay through the conclusion of an unconditional- 
moet-favored-nation agreement with the United States, 

However absurd it may seem, the shout of “Yankee Imperialism” 
is sure to be raised immediately it is known that a treaty of any 
nature with the United States is in contemplation. It is all the 
more necessary, therefore, that as many leaders as possible of both 
parties should become well disposed towards the idea in advance. 
Moreover, the Colorado majority in the Chamber of Representatives 
is veiy narrow and cannot always be counted on by the President. 

The elections for President and for the National Council of Admin- 
istration will be held on the last Sunday of November next, and the 
result is naturally in doubt, more so, in fact, than for many years 
past. Whatever measure one party initiates, the other opposes. It 
is obvious, therefore, that our ends would best be served by confining 
ourselves to the creation of a favorable atmosphere until the elections 
make it dear of which party the next President will be. 

In a conversation this afternoon with Dr. Baltasar Brum, he said 
that during his term as President he had denounced the commercial 
treaties between Uruguay and various European countries because 
of the m(«t-favored-nation clause which each contained! He had 
offered to renew them by inserting a provision excepting the coun- 
tries of the Western Hemisphere from the operation of that provision 
but the proposal had been rejected. A similar offer to Japan had 
met with a like fate. He mentioned the Uruguayan treaty with 
Brazil with special reference to the exchange of cattle and said that 
Uruguay was not willing that European countries should be admitted 
automatically to the enjoyment of those privileges. Doubtless, when 
we come to negotiation they will insist on the inclusion of some 
reservations with regard to trade with Brazil, Argentina and Para- 
guay similar to that relating to Cuba in our treaty with Germany. 

Dr. Brum referred to the treaties ccmtaining the unconditional- 
most-favored-nation provision as “antiquated”. To my observation 
that the policy of the United States Government was to base its for- 
eign commercial relations on the most-favored-nation provision, 
which offered admission, on a basis of equality, to a market of over 
one hundred million, he rejoined that the United States had not 
been so keen on the “open-door” before it became an exporting nation 
fcnr fin i fhe d products. Although Dr. Brum is no longer in office his 
mflumce is great. The opinions he expressed would appeal strongly 
to Uruguayans in general. 
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I would be appreciative of any suggestions as to arguments which 
might aid towards convincing them of the benefits which would 
accrue to Uruguay through the adoption of such a treaty as we 
desire. 

I have [etc.] U. GnAN’T-Sisdira 

ni.882/3 

The Secretary of State to the Minister in Uruguay {Grant-Smith) 

No. 93 Washington, June 1927. 

Sir: By your despatch No. 315 of October 19, 1926, you reported 
against the advisability of initiating negotiations for the conclusion 
of a Treaty of Friendship, Com m erce and Consular Rights between 
the United States and Uruguay at that time. In the despatch you 
asked for suggestions as to arguments which might aid in demon- 
strating the benefits which would accrue to Uruguay through the 
adoption of such a treaty as that which it is proposed to negotiate. 

The advantages which would accrue to Uruguay are, in general, 
those which flow from the policy of equality of treatment of foreign 
countries adopted by the United States. The enclosed copy of a 
memorandum prepared for the use of the American members of the 
International Economic Conference held at Geneva last month points 
out the advantages of the principle of equal treatment.® It is be- 
lieved that the memorandum will be of assistance to you in present- 
ing the question to Uruguayan officials. As you are aware, the 
outstanding benefit of the unconditional most favored nation stipula- 
tion is the assurance that the products of no country will have an 
advantage in a particular market, in this case the United States, 
over the products of the coxmtry which would enjoy the benefit of 
the stipulation, in this case Uruguay. Should Uruguay receive the 
promise of the United States that the latter will accord its products 
unconditional most favored nation treatment, no other country could 
obtain favorable rat^s in the American customs tariff that would not 
forthwith be extended to similar products from Uruguay. 

You stated that doubtless Uruguay would insist on the inclusion 
of reservations with regard to trade with Brazil, Argentina, and 
Paraguay similar to that relating to Cuba in the Treaty of the 
United States with Germany, 

In the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights, 
concluded by the United States with Estonia in 1925, exceptions 
from the most favored nation treatment were made in respect of 
commercial benefits accorded by Estonia to Finland, Latvia, Lithu- 
ania and Russia (Treaty Series No. 736, Article VII), and in the 

®Memorandmn not printed; but see “International Conference for the Abo- 
lition nf: Iinp<nrt 'and Escort Prohibitions and Restrictions, Genera, October 
i7-November 8, 19^,” vol. i, p. 246. 
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Treaty signed by the United States with Salvador in 1926, exceptions 
were made in respect of treatment accorded by Salvador to other 
Central American countries. (JJoTt^Tessioncd Record^ May 28, 1926, 
page 10241, Article VII). This Government has therefore recog- 
nized exceptions of regional groups. 

While the Department is not in a position to indicate at this 
time whether this Government would agree in a treaty with Uruguay 
to exceptions in respect of the trade of the three countries mentioned 
in your despatch with Uruguay, there is no objection to your inti- 
mating to Uruguayan officials that suggestions in regard to such 
exceptions as Uruguay would consider necessary to propose would 
be given sympathetic consideration by this Government. 

In connection with Dr. Brum’s characterization of treaties contain- 
ing the unconditional most favored nation provision as ‘‘antiquated,” 
you are, of course, aware that in recent years this policy has been 
adopted and put into practice by almost all commercial nations, 
including nations which formerly adhered to a policy of special 
reciprocity treaties and particular advantages. The International 
Economic Conference, which has recently adjourned at Geneva, and 
at which practically all countries were represented, adopted resolu- 
tions recommeudmg the general use of the unconditional most favored 
nation clause. 

Ton stated that Dr. Brum refeired to diplomatic intervention by 
foreign Powers on the basis of treaty rights in questions of a con- 
tractual nature between the Uruguayan Government and foreigners. 
The Treaty of 1923 between the United States and Germany does not 
contain any provision relating to contracts of either Government 
with nationals of the other country. The only reference in that 
Treaty to diplomatic interposition is in Article XXI, which recog- 
nizes the right of consular officers to address the authorities within 


their consular districts for the purpose of protecting their country- 
men in the enjoyment of their rights accruing by treaty or other- 
wise, and provides that upon failure of the proper authorities to 
grant redress or acoord protection in such instances, interposition 
through the diplomatic channel may be justified. These are also 


ti» OTiy provirions in regard to diplomatic interposition which 
tfiis Government would propose for inclusion in a Treaty with 
Xhmgmj. These provisions are but a recognition of powers i^erent 
^ ecmsular and diplomatic offices independently of treaty. When 
of the nationals of a country, arising under contracts between 
and the Govemmeoat of another country, have been 
by the latter, they may, of course, properly be espoused 
^ of such nationals, even in the absence of a Treaty, 

draft which this Government would submit would, of course, 
the provision in the fourth pa;^graph of Article I of the 
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Treaty with Germany that property shall not be taken without due 
process of law and without payment of just compensation. This 
Government has long taken the position that appropriation of prop- 
erty contrary to these two principles furnishes grounds for diplo- 
matic intervention under general principles of international law 
whether or not a treaty containing such stipulations is in force 
between the United States and the country making the appropria- 
tion. It is not believed that the Government of Uruguay would adopt 
a different attitude in instances in which a foreign Government 
might appropriate property belonging to Uruguayan nationals. 

In view of the foregoing statements it would appear that in a 
large measure the opposition to the negotiation of a treaty on the 
part of Uruguay is unjustified. You may call to the attention of 
the proper Uruguayan officials so much of the substance of this in- 
struction and the enclosure as in your discretion you deem wise 
and ascertain informally the attitude of that Government toward 
undertaking negotiations at this time. The Department would be 
pleased to learn whether in your opinion the time is now propitious 
for initiating the negotiations. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State : 

Feancis Whtee 


711,832/4 : T^egram 

The Minister in Uruguay {Grant-Smith) to the Searetopry of State 

Montevideo, July 19^7 — 11 a, m. 

[Eeceived July 29 — 11 a. m.] 

61. Your instruction number 93 of 21st ultimo. The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs said yesterday that Government would be pleased 
to examine a draft treaty of friendship, commerce, and consular 
rights with the United States. The Under Secretary reiterated his 
expression of interest made previously. 

Grant-Smith 


711.332/4 : Telegram 

The Secretary of State to the Mmieter in Uruguay {Grant-Smith) 

Washington, September 1927 — S p. m. 

15. Your No. 51, July 29, 11 A. M. This Government is glad to 
learn that Uruguayan Government is prepared to consider draft of 
treaty. Draft is in preparation and will be forwarded as soon as 
completed.® 

Kellogg 

® No draft treaty appears to liave been sent. On Sept. 21, 1928, the Minister 
in Uruguay stated that there appeared to be no real likelihood that Uruguay 
would enter into such a treaty, chiefly because Uruguay was opposed to treaties 
containing the most-favored-nation clause. (File No. 711.332/6.) 
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PEOPOSED TREATY OF FRIENDSfflP, COMMERCE AND CONSULAR 
EIGHTS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND VENEZUELA 

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minuter in Yenemjbela {Cook) 

No. 1053 Washikgton, August 17^ 19^6. 

Sue: This Government has, as you are aware, entered upon the 
policy of negotiating with other countries general treaties of friend- 
ship, commerce and consular rights, of which the central principle 
in respect of commerce is an unconditional most-favored-nation clause 
governing customs and related matters.^ This policy was inaugu- 
rated pursuant to the principles underlying Section 317 of the Tariff 
Act of 1922;* it seeks assurances that equality of treatment for 
American commerce will be maintained in all countries. Besides 
the provisions relating to trade and commerce these treaties include 
provisions relating to rights of nationals of each country in the 
other country, protection of property and rights and immunities of 
consuls. This Government now desires to enter into such a treaty 
with Venezuela. 

The first treaty to become effective expressing the present policy 
of this Grovemment was the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and 
Consular Bights with Germany, signed December 8, 1923;^ ratifica- 
tions of which were exchanged October 14, 1925. Similar treaties 
have been signed by the United States with Hungary, Esthonia and 
Salvador, of which the one with Esthonia has been brought into 
force by exchange of ratifications. 

Treaties containing the unconditional most-favored-nation clause 
were signed with Turkey on August 6, 1923, and with Panama on 
July 28, 1926.®* Several others are in process of negotiation. Modi 
nom&ndi^ ba^ upon the same principle, entered into with the follow- 
ingcountries are in force — ^Brazil, Czechoslovakia, Dominican Eepub- 
lic, Finland, Greece, Guatemsda, Latvia, Lithuania, Nicaragua, 
Poland, (including Danzig), ]^umania and .Turkey. A similar agree- 

* See 1923, Vol. ijpp. jE - 

Stat. 858, 944. 

*For t^^tles and moai vivendi referred to in this instruction and not cited 
therein, se4 footnotes to similar instruction, No. 1162, Aug. 21, 1926, to the 
Ajtnhassador in Brazil, I^eign Relations, 1926,, voL i, p. 569. 

however, does not contain the unconditional most- 
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inent entered into with Haiti on July 8, 1926, becomes by its terms 
operative October 1, 1926. 

Two copies of the treaty of December 8, 1923, with Germany are 
enclosed.* You are requested, unless you perceive objection, to in- 
quire whether it would be agreeable to the Government of Venezuela 
to proceed to the negotiation with the United States of a similar 
treaty. A special draft of treaty will, of course, be prepared for 
presentation to Venezuela if this propossil is acceptable to the Vene- 
zuelan Government. That certain departures from the text of the 
German treaty should be made is obvious. For instance. Articles 
XIV and XV would not be necessary in a treaty with Venezuela in 
view of the existence of the Convention Facilitating the Work of 
Traveling Salesmen signed by Venezuela and the United States on 
July 3, 1919,® ratifications of which were exchanged on August 18, 
1920. 

It may be useful for you to bear in mind that in adopting the 
unconditional in place of the conditional most-favored-nation clause 
the United States has brought its commercial policy into accord with 
that prevailing among important commercial countries. It would 
be gratifying if, among its early treaties embodying this principle, 
the United States could celebrate a general commercial treaty with 
Venezuela. The lack of a general commercial treaty with Venezuela 
since the treaty of August 27, 1860 ® was terminated on October 22, 
1870, is a matter of regret to this Government and it hopes that a 
comprehensive modem agreement may now be entered into. It is 
glad to note, in thel Legation’s despatch No. 263, of December 7, 
1922,^ the statmient that the Minister of Foreign Affairs was at 
that time perfectly willing to enter into n^otiations for a general 
commercial treaty. You should keep in mind in this connection, 
however, that a most-favored-nation clause with a condition such as 
that contained in Article IX of the Treaty of 1860 would not be 
acceptable. 

Though the Department, in proposing a treaty with Venezuela, 
is influenced chiefly by its policy of concluding witib. other countries 
generally treaties containing the imconditional most-favored-nation 
clause, you are nevertheless desired to use especial diligmce in seek- 
ing a favorable response from the Venezuelan Government and so 
forestalling any efforts’that other countries may be planning to make 
for the purpose of interposing in South America arrangements 
based upon special privilege — ^a policy wholly antagonistic to the 
policy of equality of teeatment which the United States is imdertakdng 

* Foreign Relatione, 1923, vol. rt, p. 29. 

‘ nid., 1919, vol. I, p. 45, footnote 47. 

‘Malloy, Treaties, 1776-1900, vol. n, p. 1845. 

‘Not printed. 
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to promote. You may recall in this connection that in 1923 this 
Government renounced the preferential customs treatment which 
certain American products had been receiving in Brazil and requested 
instead a pledge of equal footing with other countries in the Brazilian 
market,® 

For your strictly confidential information and guidance the De- 
partment has been informed of a movement on the part of Spain to 
seek from the countries of Latin America special commercial conces- 
sions in return for certain advantages to be accorded to their commerce 
in Spain. In this connection see the Department’s circular instruction 
dated AprH 19^926.® 

For your fuither confidential information the Department has re- 
ceived from the Honorable Felix Cordova Davila, Eesident Commis- 
sioner of Porto Eico, a letter to him dated April 30, 1926, from Mr. 
Manuel V. Domeneck, National Counsellor of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States for Porto Eico, on the subject of Venezuelan 
discrimination against goods from Porto Eico through the levy of a 
thirty per centum additional customs duty. A copy of the letter is 
eiKdo^.® You will recall in tins connection the Department’s in- 
struction No. 763 of November 18, 19^, the Legation’s deq)atch No. 
263 of December 7, 1922,^^ and other correspondence. 

It then seemed probable that the removal of the additional duties 
applicable to shipments from Porto Eico and West Indian colonial 
areas would operate to the advantage chiefly of Trinidad and Curacao 
and might injure rather than help continental American trade with 
Venezuela. It is felt, however, that goods of the United States main- 
land and of the island of Porto Eico ought to be alike regarded as 
American goods, regardless of the port from which they are shipped 
to Venezuela, and that discrimination against such goods, as by means 
of a thirty per centum additional duty when they are shipped from 
San Juan, would seem to be actionable under the provisions of Section 
317 of the Tariff Act of 1922, which authorizes the President to levy 
additional duties upon imports from countries that discriminate 
against the United States. 

The Department believes that, if Venezuela should become party to 
a treaty with the United States containing language such as that of 
Article VH of the American-German Treaty, the thirty per centum 
additional duties would become inoperative in respect of Porto Eico 
the Virgin Islands of the United States. Since Venezuela appears 
4a be primarily interested in discouraging imports from Trinidad and 
Goracao, the decsree of 1882 might, it would seem, he left in effect 
except as to the territory to which the treaty would be applicable. 

* See Foreign Relatione, 1923, voL i, pp. 463 fC. 

•Not 

Neither printed. 
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.Thus it seems possible, through the proposed treaty, not only to carry 
out, in respect of Venezuela, the general commercial policy of this 
Government and to obtain for Porto Rico the desired equality of 
treatment for its products entering Venezuela, but also to accomplish 
these things without causing Venezuela to alter its attitude toward 
importation from Trinidad and Curacao. 

The Department is of the opinion that goods transshipped at a 
foreign port without passing through the foreign customs retain their 
character so far as the country of origin is concerned. Hence, under 
the most-favored-nation clause, it would neither relinquish the claim 
of its own goods for most- favored-nation treatment when shipped in- 
directly nor ask for foreign goods such treatment when merely trans- 
shipped at San Juan, St. John or any other of its ports. 

The Department either has transmitted or expects at an early date 
to transmit instructions similar to the present instruction to the Amer- 
ican missions in the other South American capitals except Panama, 
with which as stated a treaty has been signed, and Ecuador, the polit- 
ical regime now functioning in which is not recognized by the United 
States. 

I am [etc.] Leiland Habeison 

Tll.312/1 

The Minister in Venezuela {Gooh) to the Secretary of Staxte 

No. 1354 Caracas, July 7, 1927, 

[Received July 22.] 

Sir : I have the honor to refer to the Department’s Instruction No. 
1099 of June 21, 1927,^^ instructing me to report in regard to the atti- 
tude of the Venezuelan Government toward undertaking negotiations 
at this time for the conclusion of a Treaty of Friendship, Commerce 
and Consular Rights between the United States and Venezuela. 

On several occasions I have discussed informally this matter with 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who now informs me that after a 
careful study his Government does not consider a treaty embodying 
the unconditional most-favored-nation principle as suited to a country 
of Venezuela’s limited commercial and economic development. He 
stated that it was believed to be the better policy for Venezuela to be 
free to make concessions in return for those granted her. 

Another objection which he urged was that the proposed treaty con- 
tained provisions in regard to consular immunities and functions, to 
the confirmation of professional titles, and to commerce in transit and 
coast wise trade, which he said are contrary to Venezuelan legislation 
and tradition. Moreover, treaties based upon this legislation, and also 


“ Not printed. 
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^Dobodjiug ths most favored nation principle, have been entered into 
with other powers and therefore the conclusion of the proposed treaty 
with the United States would mean the repeal of much of Venezuela’s 
f nndg.Tnftn i-aI legislation as well as changing the nature of her treaties 
now in force. 

The Minister further stated that his Government felt that as their 
present political and commercial relations with the United States were 
so satisfactozy there was no need of a treaty at this time. To this I 
reznariced that Venezuela might conclude commercial treaties with 
Other countries which would be antagonistic to equal treatment for 
the United States. To this he replied that nothing of that kind 
would occur, that Venezuela would enter into no treaty which would 
discriminate against our interests. 

The question of the removal of the thirty per cent, additional duty 
now levied upon imports from Porto Rico, I have not taken up with 
the Venezuelan authorities, for the reason that the Department in its 
Instruction ITo. 105B of August 17, 1926, stated that it believed, ^‘that, 
if Venezuela should become party to a treaty with the United States 
containing language such as that of Article VII of the American- 
Gennan Treaty, the thirty per centum additional duties would be- 
come inoperative in respect of Porto Rico and the Virgin Islands of 
the United States.” 

I have no doubt as to the sincerity of the Venezuelan Gpvernment’s 
statement of its reasons for its opposition to embod3dng in its treaties 
the unconditional most favored nation principle. It is going to be 
a matter of convincing the Government that its opposition is not well 
founded. 

Should the Department desire me to pmsue this matter further I 
request that if possible I be furnished with studies showing the advan- 
tage which the unconditional most favored nation principle has for 
countries in a stage of economic and industrial development similar 
to that of Venezuela.^^ 

I have [etc.] Willis C. Cook 

“ ISiere were no further n^otiations for a treaty with Venezuela. 
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DISINCLINATION OF THE UNITED STATES TO ENTER INTO TREATY 
RELATIONS WITH THE IMAM OF YEMEN 

711.90 3 2 /- 

The Vice Consul at Aden {Park) to the Secretary of State 

[Extract] 

No. 207 Aden, March 15, im. 

[Received April 6.] 

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the Imam 
of Yemen, Mohamed Yehia bin Mohamed, Hamid-ud-Din, Amir A1 
Moumenin, Mutawakkil A1 Allah, has forwarded to this Consulate, 
through the imoflSicial intermediary of the Honorable Charles R. Crane, 
former American Minister to China, who recently visited Sanaa in 
a personal capacity, a rough draft in Arabic of a treaty of friendship 
and commerce which the Imam verbally stated he would like to serve 
as the nucleus of an agreement. An English translation of the Imam’s 
tentative draft is appended hereto for the Department’s information 
and possible consideration for future action. 

I have [etc.] J. Loder Park 

[Enclosure] 

Translation of Draft Treaty of Recognition of the Goverrmient of 

Yemen hy the United States, Providing for Friendship and Freedom 

of Commerce 

Article 1. Recognition by the Government of the United States 
of the complete independence of the King of Yemen, El Imam, Mo- 
hamed Yehia bin Mohamed, Hamid-ud-Din, Amir A1 Moumenin, 
Mutawakkil A1 Allah, and his Government, and non-interference in 
the internal and political affairs of the Government of the Imam. 

Article 2. The establishment of friendship and business relations, 
these depending to a great extent upon the acceptance of Article 1. 

Article 3. This treaty to become effective from the date it is signed 
by both countries, and when the signed copies are received, both par- 
ties to the agreement will be free to authorize their nationals to 
travel and start business in the Yemen and in the United States, in 
strict conformity with the existing local laws. 
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Article 4. This treaty to be valid and effective for a period of 
ten years, and renewable by the mutual consent of both contracting 
parties upon the expiration of the above-named period. 

Article 5. This treaty to be written in both languages, i. e., Arabic 
and T’.nglifih, and the Imam’s Government to be governed by the 
Arabic translation in all cases of reference. 

711 . 9012 /- 

TKs Secretary of State to the Yioe Consvl at Aden {Parhs) 

Washington, May 20, 1927. 

Snt: The Department acknowledges the receipt of your despatches 
Noe. 207 and 2{® of March 16 and 23, 1927,’ trananitting and com- 
menting on a proposal of the Imam Ydbia of Yemen for the con- 
clusion of a treaty of friendship and commerce between Yemen and 
the United States. It has given careful consideration to your dis- 
cussion of the political situation in southwestern Arabia in its 
bearing bn this proposal and has noted with interest and approval 
the Mendly character of the informal relations which you have 
already established with the Imam in connection with the endeavor 
of Mr. Conny Houlberg of the Houlberg-EIidde Corporation of New 
York to negotiate certain commercial contracts with him. 

In reply, you are informed that, wliile the Department approves 
your re(^t correspondence with the Lnam and desires that your office 
continue to maintain friendly relations of an informal nature with 
him, it is not disposed at this time to proceed to the conclusion of 
formal treaty relations with Yemen. 

For your confidential information it may be stated that, although 
this Government recognizes the renunciation of Turkish sovereignty 
in the detached Arab provinces of the former Ottoman Empire and 
has concluded or has imder consideration agreements with respect 
to those portions thereof placed under French and British mandate, 
it is not yet prepared to accord formal recognition in the manner 
suggested by the Imam of Yemen to the native states which have 
been established in the Arabian Peniusula since the World War. 
The unsettled political situation and the resulting uncertainty as to 
the permanency of the political entities so far established as well as 
the unimportance of American interests may be mentioned as 
amongst the more obvious reasons which have led the Department 
to this position. 

B is desired, therefore, that your reply to the Imam Yehia’s treaty 
l^x^KBal be informal, courteous and, for the present, final You 
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should state that you have not failed to bring his esteemed commu- 
nication to the attention of your Government and that, acting imder 
the Department’s instructions, you are most happy to convey its 
cordial appreciation of his expression of friendship and good-will 
toward the United States and the American people. You should 
add that your Government shares the hope which he was good enough 
to express that the commercial relations between the United States 
and Yemen and, in particular, the activities of the American 
merchants at the present time interested iu trading in Yemen may 
increase and prosper. And you should conclude by stating that 
your Government, while highly appreciating and cordially recipro- 
cating the friendly sentiments which prompted his offer, does not 
consider the present time as appropriate or opportune for entering into 
negotiations with a view to the conclusion of formal treaty relations 
with Yemen. 

I am [etc.] 

For the Secretary of State: 

Joseph C. Grew 



YUGOSLAVIA 

PROPOSED TRBAT T OF FRIENDSHIP, COMMERCE AND CONSULAR 
BIGHTS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND YUGOSLAVIA 

711*6(0 h 2/a : Telegram 

The Secretwry of /State to the Mirdsteif* m the Ki/agdom of the Serhs^ 
Croats ofod Slovenes {Prince) 

Washington, August 7^ 19M — B p, m. 

16. Department’s No. 543, January 8, 1925.^ Legation’s No. 2577, 
February 14, 1925." 

This Government would be glad now to enter into negotiation of 
a treaty of friendship, commerce and consular rights with Yugo- 
slavia. Ascertain and cable whether Government of Yugoslavia is 
now favorable towards entering into such negotiations to supersede 
the treaty of commerce and navigation and the consular convention 
each dated October 14, 1881.^ If agreeable to the Government of 
Yugoslavia to enter into negotiations, draft and instructions vrill be 
sent. If negotiations desired through Legation at Belgrade Depart- 
ment has no objection. 

As to commercial provisions the principal of the draft will be un- 
conditional most-favored-nation treatment. 

The draft will include also provisions relating to rights of na- 
tionals of each country in the other, protection of property and 
rights and immunities of consuls. It will be similar to treaty be- 
tween the United States and Himgary signed June 24, 1925,* which 
is similar to treaty of December 8, 1923, between the United States 
and Germany (treaty series No. 725).^ 

Keulogg 

711.60 li 2/1 : Telegram 

The Minister in the Plingdom of the Serhs^ Croats and Slovenes 
{Prince) to the Secretary of State 

Belgrade, September 7, 1926 — noon, 

[Received 1:20 p. m.] 

27. Department’s 16, August 7, 3 p. m. Yugoslav Government 
accepts proposition to negotiate treaties of friendship, commerce 

‘Not printed. 

* Malloy, Treaiiee, 1776-1909. vol. n, pp. 1613, 1618. 

^Foreign Rations, 1925, vol. n, p, 341. 

^Tbid^ 1£^ vol. n, p. 29. 
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and navigation and consular rights with the United States. They also 
inquire whether United States will agree to negotiate conventions 
covering legal rights, judgments, nationality, extradition of criminals, 
American inheritance rights.- Foreign Office offers to furnish drafts 
of the proposed conventions. Foreign Minister informs me he would 
prefer to negotiate treaties himself here rather than through his 
Minister at Washington. 

Pbince 

711.60 h 2/1 

The Secretary of State to the Mmister m the Kmgdom of the 
Serhs^ Croats and Slo'oenes {Prince) 

No. 64 WASHusraTON, March 1927. 

Sir : By your telegram No. 27 of September 1, 1926, noon, replying 
to the Department’s telegram No. 16 of August 7, 1926, 3 p. m., you 
reported that the Government of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes 
accepted the proposal of this Government to enter into the negotia- 
tion of a Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights, and 
inquired at the same time whether this Government would agree 
to negotiate conventions covering legal rights, judgments, nationality, 
extradition and American inheritance rights. 

There is enclosed herewith a draft of a treaty of friendship, com- 
merce and consular rights for submission to the Government of the 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes through your Legation. An additional 
copy is also enclosed for your Legation. 

The following statement is designed to make clear the position 
of this Government concerning the general features of the treaty, and 
respecting the various provisions thereof. 

The Treaty is designed to promote friendly intercourse between 
the peoples of the United States and the Eingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes, through provisions advantageous to both. It 
may be said with entire candor that this treaty embodies no attempt 
whatever to attain by sharp bargaining undue advantages over a 
friendly iState. The draft contains in certain articles provisions 
which in their practical operation ought to be deemed of special 
advantage to a foreign contracting party such as the Kingdom of the 
Serbs, Croats an(J Slovenes. These advantages are incorporated in 
the treaty because they are deemed to promote justice as between the 
peoples of friendly States. In a word, through the present draft, 
it is sicrught to lay the foundation for a comprehensive arrangement 
responsive to the modern and exacting requirements of maritime 
States. To that end, the several articles are expressed in terms which 
definitely and clearly set forth what is desired. It is sought by this 
iheaits to avoid the danger of conflicting* interpretations. The terms 
and phrases used are not always those which have been employed 
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in iareaties of the United States. Those utilized will, it is hoped, 
add to the clearness of the document. 

The first six articles deal generally with the rights of the nationals 
of the one party residing in the territories of the other. The 
attempt is made to give the subjects of the Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes in the United States or the American in the 
Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes all of those privileges 
which can reasonably be accorded the resident alien. 

Article I provides for the rights of travel and residence and of 
commercial, professional and religious activity and for the protec- 
tion of the persons and property. 

In phraseology and scope, the first paragraph of Article I differs 
somewhat from the corresponding provisions as contained in treaties 
of the United States concluded before the Treaty of 1923 with Ger- 
many. The effort has been made to set forth comprehensively, yet 
tersely, the privileges for which provision is made. It will be noted 
that the most favored nation treatment provided in this paragraph 
refers to acts “hereafter” according privileges to other States. The 
second paragraph contains a guarantee of most favored nation treat- 
ment in respect of copyri^t. 

In the next to the last paragraph of Article I unusual steps are 
taken to provide for the protection and security of the person and 
property of the resident alien, in accordance with the requirements 
of international law. It is believed that it may prove highly useful 
to acknowledge that the test of the propriety of the treatment due 
the resident alien is that accorded by International law, rather than 
by the standards fixed by the State of residence in dealing with its 
own nationals. The provision for the international law test has 
been inserted in the standard treaty to operate as a safeguard in those 
countries whose treatment of their own nationals is arbitrary anti 
unjust. This paragraph also provides that the property of the resi- 
dent alien is not to be taken without due process of law and without 
payment of just compensation. It is hoped that these provisions will 
be warmly appreciated by the Government of the Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes. 

In the last paragraph of Article I is embodied a reservation made 
by the Senate of the United States as a condition of giving its advice 
and consent to the ratification of the Treaty of Frienddiip, Com- 
ihesce and Consular Bights signed by the United States and Germany 
onJDecember 8, 1923. From the point of view of thia Govermnent 
a provision is necessary. 

Articie II extends to non-resident aliens the same rights of recovery 
uj^er Workmm’s Compensation Acts and other like statutjes that are 
mjqyed by n^onals. Ihip Article, suggested by the treaty of Febru' 
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ary 25, 1913, between the United States and Italy,® somewhat elab- 
orates the provisions of Article I of that treaty. The purpose of the 
elaboration has been twofold— first, to cover so-called Workmen’s 
Compensation Acts, where benefits accrue by reason of the fact of 
injury, rather than by reason of negligence attributable to an em- 
ployer ; secondly, to give the non-resident the same benefit of privileges 
under such Acts as are enjoyed by nationals. 

Article 111 precludes the visit and search of the dwellings, fac- 
tories, etc. of the non-resident alien except as prescribed by the law 
for nationals. This is not an uncommon provision. It is contained 
in substance in Article II of the treaty of February 21, 1911, between 
the United States and Japan.® 

Article IV makes provision for the disposition of property by 
inheritance or devise. The arrangement in the first paragraph en-? 
ables, for example, an heir or devisee in the Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes to take title to American lands owned by a rela- 
tive who died in the United States, and to have the privilege of dis- 
posing of those lands within a reasonable period of time when the 
local law (as of some State of the United States) does not permit 
such alien to retain title. This paragraph reproduces Article I of 
the Convention of March 2, 1899 of the United States with Great 
Britaiu.^ The second paragraph of Article IV grants full rights in 
respect of the ownership and transmission of personal property. The 
provisions of the Article conform to the traditional policy of the 
United States, as shown by Article V of the Treaty of 1850 between 
the United States and the Swiss Confederation,® and Article III 
of the Treaty of Friendship and General Eolations, concluded by the 
United States and Spain on July 3, 1902.® 

Article V guarantees the right of freedom of worship. It enlarges 
slightly the not uncommon provisions relative to religious practices. 
It is reasonable in its scope and desired by the United States. Obvi- 
ously, no practices contrary to public morals are to be permitted under 
the guise of religious activity. It has seemed wise to recognize the 
importance of local mortuary and sanitary regulations. 

Article VT imposes compulsory military service, in certain con- 
tingencies, upon a resident alien in the event of war. This is an 
important belligerent right which you should endeavor to incorporate 
in the treaty. The result of the late war revealed the fact that should 
the United States be a belligerent in a conflict where it had but a 
single enemy, the neutral alien residents within its territory would 

^Foreign Relations, 1913, p. 611. 

*md,, 1911, p. 315. 

^ MaUoy, Treaties, 1776-1909, vol. i, p. 774. 

* MiUer, Treaties, vol. 5, p. 845. 

^Foreign Relations, 1903, p. 721. 

323422-~42— vol. Ill ^69 
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probably embrace a large adult male population capable of military 
service and reasonably subject thereto under the conditions here 
pioposed. As the right to exact military service in this Article is 
conditioned upon three things (1) the permanent residence of the 
individual within the territory of the State drafting him; (2) his 
having formally declared an intention to acquire its nationality; and 
(3) his not having departed from the territory of the belligerent 
party within a specified time after declaration of war, it is believed 
that the necessary safeguards are established. Even though the Gov- 
ernment of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes should desire complete 
exemption, as was provided in certain earlier treaties of the United 
States, and should object to the Article here proposed, earnest effort 
should be made to procure acceptance of this Article. 

Article VH makes full provision for the enjoyment of the most- 
favored-nation clause in its unconditional form, applying it to per- 
sons, vessels and cargoes, and to articles, the growth, produce or 
manufacture of the contracting parties. It will be seen that the 
most-favored-nation clause is applied to duties on imports and ex- 
ports and to other charges or restrictions or prohibitions on goods 
imported and exported. 

The following provisions in Article VII of the enclosed draft are 
not contained in the treaties of Friendship, Commerce and Consular 
Eights of the United States with Germany, Estonia and Hungary : 

(1) the provisions made for the protection of indirect trade by the 
words ^from whatever place arriving” in the second paragraph and 
by the sentence “In the application of the provisions of this para- 
graph no distinction shall be made between direct and indirect ship- 
ments” in the fourth paragraph, (2) the provisions in the fourth 
paragraph in regard to licenses for importations and exportations 
and for equitable treatment in respect of rations or quotas of restric- 
ted goods, and (3) the words %y treaty, law, decree, regulation, 
practice or otherwise” in the fifth paragraph. In the view of this 
Government the provisions of Article VII of the treaties of the 
United States with Germany, Hungary, and Estonia, when correctly 
construed embrace the subjects to which the^ additional provisions 
relate. Tb.e changes introduced into the Article are designed, there- 
fore, to clarify not alter the provisions as contained in the treaties 
already concluded by the United States. The following observations 
in regard to the new pro^sions may be helpful to you : 

(1) This Government has experienced difficulty in obtaining com- 
plete most favored nation treatment for American products in certain 
countries in which importations of such] products are drawn largely 
from warehouses in third States. The present draft is designed to 

"For texts of treaties with Estonia and Hungary, see Foreign Relations, 1925, 
voL n, pp. 70 and 341. : . 
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clarify the situation by expressly excluding any distinction between 
the treatment accorded such shipments and that accorded direct 
shipments. 

(2) Experience has shown that American commerce has been dis- 
criminated against in certain countries imder systems of licenses, or 
of rations or quotas regulating the importation and exportation of 
merchandise. The fourth paragraph of Article VH is designed to 
make clear that equitable treatment is to be accorded xmder such sys- 
tems. Provisions similar to those in the first part of the paragraph 
are contained in the International Convention for the Simplification 
of Customs Formalities, signed at Geneva November 3, 1923 “ and 
provisions similar to those in the second part of the paragraph are 
contained in the second paragraph of exchanges of notes between the 
United States and several countries (Poland, February 10, 1925, 
Treaty Series No. 727 ; Finland, May 2, 1925, Treaty Series No. 715 ; 
Estonia, March 2, 1925, Treaty Series No. 722; Eumania, February 
26, 1926, Treaty Series No. 733; Latvia, February 1, 1926, Treaty 
Series No. 740; Lithuania, December 23, 1925, Treaty Series No. 742; 
Haiti, July 8, 1926, Treaty Series No. 746).^ 

(3) The additional phrase ^Tby treaty, law, decree, regulation, 
practice or otherwise” inserted in the fifth paragraph is not intended 
to vary the meaning of the paragraph which is contained as paragraph 
four of Article VII in the treaties between the United States and 
Germany, Estonia and Hungary. It has been deemed wise, however, 
to clarify the meaning of the paragraph by the addition of this 
phrase. 

The revised draft of Article VH as contained in the enclosed draft 
will be regarded as the standard form for use in treaties of friend- 
ship, commerce and consular rights which the United States may 
undertake henceforth to negotiate. Consequently, the Government 
of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes need not feel that it will be discrim- 
inated against in accepting the provisions to which attention is herein 
called although they are not contained in the treaties of Friendship, 
Commerce and Consular Eights of the United States now in effect. 

In the last paragraph there is an important reservation with respect 
to the commerce between the United States and Cuba, and to the 
commerce of the United States with its dependencies, embracing the 
Panama Canal Zone, imder existing or future laws. These reserva- 
tions* are essential: You will recall that the arrangements between 
the United States and Cuba under the treaty, of December 11, 1902,^* 

“ League of Nations Treaty Series, vol. xxx, p. 371. 

“The exchanges of notes between the United States and Estonia, Finland, 
Lithuania, and Poland are printed toi Foreign Relations, 1925, vol. n, pp. 66-69; 
94-08, 500-503, and ^-696 between the United States and Haiti, Latvia, -and 
Rumania, in iHd., 1926, vol. n, pp. 403-406, 500-'502, and 898-901. 

1903, P. 375- . V 
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are of a peculiar nature. The special relationship political and geo- 
graphical between the United States and Cuba necessitates the reser- 
vation concerning the conunerce with that country. The last sentence 
of paragraph one is of great importance, on account of the reservations 
set forth therein. 

Article VUI relates to internal taxes, transit dues, charges in respect 
of war^ousing and other facilities, drawbacks, and bounties. It 
requires no explanation. 

Article IX concerning duties of tonnage, harbor, pilotage, light- 
house, quarantine, etc., provides for national treatment applied 
reciprocally, that is, the same conditions are to be applied to a vessel 
of the Ejngdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes in American ports 
as are applied to American vessels, provided the Kingdom applies to 
American vessels in its ports the same conditions that are applied to 
vessels of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes therein. 

Article X requires no comment, except to note that the recognition 
of the national character of vessels here provided for is to be effective 
on the high seas as well as within territorial waters. 

The provisions of Article XI will explain themselves. You will, 
of course, observe that' there is definite statement to the effect that 
the coasting trade of both parties is exempt from the provisions of 
the Treaty. The addition of the last sentence is due to the possibility 
that one contracting party might yield coasting trade privileges of 
some character to foreign vessels. Hence that contingency is covered. 

Your attention is particularly called to the provision contained 
in the third paragraph of Article XXX, under which the sixth and 
seventh' paragraphs of Article VII and Articles IX and SY are 
made terminable on ninety days notice at the raid of twelve months 
from the date of exchange of ratifications of the Treaty and there- 
after by operation of legislation inconsistent with them which may 
be enacted by the United States or the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats 
and Slovene The provision in regard to the termination of these 
paragraphs and articles is the consequence of a reservation in regard 
to like paragraphs and articles, made by the Senate of the United 
States in gi^g its advice and consent to the ratification of the Treaty 
of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Eights, signed by the United 
Ste^ and Germany on December 8 , 1923 . From the point of view 
of this Government the provision is essential. 

Article XII concerns the right of corporations incorporated in 
the one coun^ to be recognized in the other, and to enjoy access to 
^ cour^ It should be observed, however, that the right to do 
bu^es m the foreign country (for example, of an American corpo- 
^on m the Ko^dom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes) is condi- 

wwT'' These limitations are deemed 

absolutely essential particularly because of the powers of the several 
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States of the United States to regulate the matter. Like provisions 
are contained in Article VII of the Treaty between the United States 
and Japan of February 21 , 1911 , as well as in the Treaty of 1928 
between the United States and Germany, and the treaties recently 
concluded by the United States with Hungary, Estonia and 
Salvador.^^ 

In Article XIH arrangement is made for the participation by 
nationals of the one State in corporations incorporated in the other. 
The laws of the United States render it imperative that these rights 
be based on a reciprocal footing, and that the most-favored-nation 
treatment in this connection be conditioned upon reciprocity. The 
last paragraph of Article XIII offers a reciprocal basis in harmony 
with the statutory law of the United States for agreement within 
necessarily narrow limits respecting privileges of mining and 
minerals described. The Act of February 25, 1920,^** to promote the 
mining of coal, phosphate, oil, oil shale, gas and sodium on the 
public domain, contains in Section 1 the following proviso : 

‘^That citizens of another country, the laws, customs, or regulations 
of which, deny similar or like privileges to citizens or corporations 
of this coxmtry, shall not by stock ownership, stock holding, or stock 
control, own any interest in any lease acquired under the provisions 
of this Act.” 

Article XTV duplicates the recent Convention concerning com- 
mercial travelers between the United States and Peru, signed at Lima, 
January 19, 1923,^® and Article XV embodies a protocol explanatory 
of that Convention- The provisions of these two Articles are believed 
to offer great advantages to merchants domiciled in the United States 
or in the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. It may be 
added that agreements substantially like that set forth in Articles 
XTV* and XV are incorporated in the treaties of Friendship, Com- 
merce and Consular Eights recently concluded by the United States 
with Germany and Hungary. The provisions of Article XIV are 
contained in conventions to facilitate the work of traveling salesmen 
concluded by the United States with eight Latin American countries. 
These are the fruit of the labors of the Inter-American High 
Commission. 

You may call the attention of the Government of the Serbs,. Croats, 
and Slovenes to Article XIV of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce 
and Consular Eights between the United States and Estonia signed 
December 23, 1925, which contains a must favored nation clause in 
regard to the treatment of commercial travelers, and to paragraph 

“For text of the treaty with Salvador, see Foreign Relations, 1926, vol. n, 
p, 940. 

”41 Stat. 437. 

” See Foreign Relations, 1919, vol. i, p. 46, footnote 47. 
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two of tile protocol to that Treaty relating to certificates of identifi- 
cation of such travelers (Treaty Series No. 736) . If the Government 
of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes should desire the substitution of a 
most favored nation clause for the detailed provisions of Articles 
XIV and XV of the accompanying draft, this Government would 
be willing to give consideration to agreeing thereto. Before this 
Government would make a decision on the point it would be neces- 
sary for it to be informed as to the treatment to which American 
xnerchants and commercial travelers in the Kingdom would be 
entitled under such a provision. The Department would desire to 
have a report in regard to the requirements of the laws of the 
Kingdom relating to commercial travelers and the provisions con- 
cerning them in treaties to which the Kingdom is a party. Should an 
agreement be reached to insert a most favored nation provision in 
the Treaty with the Eangdom similar to Article XIV of the treaty 
between the United States and Estonia, this Government would desire 
that the Article in the Treaty cover the subjects treated in paragraph 
two of the protocol of the Treaty with Estonia as well as those 
in Article XIV of that treaty. As drafted for negotiation in treaties 
with other countries the Article reads: 

Akhcle 

^‘Commercial travelers representing manufacturers, merchants and 
traders domiciled in the territories of either High Contracting Party 
dbaU on their entry into and sojourn in the territories of the other 
Party and on their departure therefrom be accorded the most favored 
nation treatment in respect of customs and other privileges and of all 
charge and taxes of whatever denomination applicable to them or 
to their samples. 

^Tf either High Contracting Party require the presentation of an 
authentic document establishing the identity and authority of a com- 
mercial traveler, a signed statement by the concern or concerns repre- 
sented, certified by a consular officer of the country of destination 
shall be accepted as satisfactory.” 

Article XVI deals with transit through the territories of the United 
States and the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes and also 
territorial waters with certain reservations as to the latter embracing 
international boundary waters of both countries, and the Panama 
Canal. This Article contains limitations with respect to prohibited 
persons and articles. The conditions applied to transit are reasonable 
and necessary. The reservation of boundary waters of the United 
States is important. It is not recalled that rights of navigation or 
transit therein have ever been accorded to foreign states not sovereign 
over contiguous territory. 

Articles 321-326 of the Treaty of Versailles'^ (embraced in the 
^^MaUoy, Treaties, 1910-1923, toL m, pp. 3329, 3485. 
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treaty of tlie United States with Germany of August 25, 1921 
make elaborate provision for transit across German territory. The 
Barcelona Conference, assembled under the auspices of the League 
of Nations, was productive of a draft convention and statute on 
the freedom of transit in April, 1921.^® 

It will be recalled that by Article 29 of the Treaty between the 
United States and Great Britain of May 8, 1871,®° provision was 
made for the transit in bond of merchandise across certain portions 
of the United States and Canada under conditions specifying ports 
of entry, and otherwise defining limitations. This article is no 
longer in force. 

The rights of transit through the Panama Canal are definitely 
established by the Convention between the United States and Great 
Britain of November 18, 1901, known as the Hay-Pauncefote Trea- 
ty.®^ In Article III thereof it is provided that: 

“The canal shall be free and open to the vessels of commerce and 
of war of all nations observing these Rules, on terms of entire 
equality, so that there shall be no discrimination against any such 
nation, or its citizens or subjects, in respect of the conditions or 
charges of traffic, or otherwise. Such conditions and charges of 
traffic shall be just and equitable.” 

Thus it will be understood that Article XVI of the draft is not 
designed to impose any special restriction with respect to the Pan- 
ama Canal which would operate against the Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes. The Article rather reserves from its opera- 
tion the matter of transit through that Canal. 

There may be some room for the practical operation of this Article 
as between the United States and the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes; and its incorporation in the treaty is deemed useful, 
also on account of prospective treaty negotiations between the United 
States and other Powers. 

Articles XVII-XXVIII concern consular rights. These cover 
fully consular provisions of the most modern type which ought to 
be of great benefit to consular officers of both countries. 

Attention is called to the last sentence of the second paragraph 
of Article XVXI providing that consular officers shall be entitled 
to the high consideration of officials with whom they come in con- 
tact. This is designed to give prestige to consular officers and par- 
ticularly to safeguard them from discourtesy which they might 
otherwise encounter on the part of minor officials. The last para- 
^*aph of Article XVli provides that a regular commission be signed 

** Foreign Relations^ 1921, vol. n, p. 29. 

" League of Nations Treaty Series, vol. vn, p. 11. 

Malloy, Treaties, 1776-1909, vol. i, p. 700. 

^ Foreign Relations, 1902, p. 617. 
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by “the chief Executive of the appointing State and under its great 
seal” It may be that the Grovernment of the Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes on account of local regulations will regard it necessary to 
suggest a modification of this clause. 

The matter of the arrest of consular officers and their criminal 
prosecution, as well as their service as witnesses in criminal cases, is 
covered fully in Article XVHI ; likewise, the matter of their exemp- 
tion feom arrest. Exemption from arrest in criminal cases should 
be limited by the broad exception here stated. The same Article deals 
with the jurisdiction of courts over consuls in civil matters. While 
ccmsular officers are normally subject to the local jurisdiction in civil 
cases, it is important to provide that the exercise of such jurisdic- 
tion shall not interfere with their official duties. The several provi- 
sions of the Article, including those in regard to the taking of 
testimony and the exemption from billeting, and from military and 
other services, are believed to be responsive to the modem situation 
and wholly desirable. 

The taxation of consular officers is fully dealt with in Article XIX. 
It will be noted that there is an exemption from taxation on salaries 
of consular officers, and from taxation of the person or property 
of the consuls but that immovable property owned by them and income 
derived from sources within the country of official residence are 
excepted from this last exemption. An important exemption is estab- 
lished in the same Article with respect to lands and buildings used 
for governmental purposes and under necessary reservations. 

Article XX in its first paragraph permits the hoisting of the flag 
of the country on consular offices including those “situated in the 
capitals of the two countries”. It is hoped that this new provision, 
in shs^p contrast with that contained in Article XVII of the Treaty 
of Friendship and General Eelations concluded by the United States 
and Spain on July 3, 1902, may commend itself to the authorities of 
the Serte, Croats and Slovenes. The second and third paragraphs 
of this Article require no comment. 

The provisions of Article XXI enabling consular officers to address 
the authorities with a view to protecting their countrymen in the 
enjoyment of the rights accruing by treaty or otherwise, and in order 
to complain of infraction of those rights, are believed to serve a 
useful purpose. 

It is important that a consular officer be permitted to invoke the 
aid of the authorities of the State to which he is accredited for the 
purposes set forth in this Article. Those purposes are described with 
greater fullness than is common in treaties of the United States. 
They ough^ be inserted in the Treaty. 

^ Article XXTT makes provision for the exercise of notarial func- 
tions by consular officers. The first paragraph slightly elaborates 
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Article X of the Consular Convention of the United States with 
Sweden of June 1, 1910.^^ There are also differences in phraseology. 
The second paragraph needs no explanation. 

Article XXIII makes a definite and important provision in its 
first paragraph with respect to the jurisdiction of a consular officer 
over offenses committed on merchant vessels of his country and over 
certain civil cases under specified conditions. This paragraph differs 
sharply from the provisions on the same subject in treaties concluded 
by the United States before the Treaty of 1923 with Germany, as 
for example, the second paragraph of Article XHI of the Treaty 
of Commerce and Navigation concluded by the United States with 
Sweden and Norway on July 4, 1827,^® and Article XI of the Con- 
sular Convention between the United States and Belgium of March 9, 
1880.^ In the latter it was provided, The local authorities 

shall not interfere except when the disorder that has arisen is of such 
a nature as to disturb tranquillity and public order on shore, or 
in the port, or when a person of the country or not belonging to 
the crew shall be concerned therein.” (See Wildenhus Case, 120 
U. S. 1.) Objection has been made to the foregoing language on 
the ground that it affords no sufficient tests and demands in each 
case a decision by a local court of a complicated preliminary question 
as to the propriety of local justice over offenses. In the provision 
proposed it is sought to indicate definitely certain conditions under 
which local courts may appropriately exercise jurisdiction in criminal 
cases. The jurisdiction thus conferred on them may go somewhat 
further than is contemplated by treaties concluded by the United 
States before the Treaty of 1923 with Germany. The second para- 
graph of Article XXHI is supplementary to the first. It is believed 
that a safe line is drawn for practical purposes, and no injustice 
is likely to result. The third paragraph provides for the consular 
invocation of local aid for the maintenance of internal order on 
board of a vessel. The fourth paragraph requires no comment. 

Article XXIV pertains to the several problems where a country- 
man of the consul dies intestate within the consular district. The 
first paragraph provides for the notification of the consul of the 
fact of death where the decedent leaves no known heirs in the country 
where death occurred. This is a frequent provision in treaties of 
the United States. The Department of State has frequently advised 
the Governors of the several States of the United States of its exist- 
ence in order that there might be local compliance. It may be noted 
that certain States such as Michigan and Minnesota have undertaken 
through their statutory law to provide for consular notification. 

BeWions, 1011, p. 723. 

“ Miner, Treaties^ voL 3, p. 283. 

** Malloy, Treaties, 1770-1909, vol. i, p. 94 

^ Omission indicated in the original dei^tch. 
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Cozksnlar rights under American treaties touching the administra- 
ti(ui of estates of deceased intestate aliens have lacked uniformity, 
and have contained phraseology that has been productive of much 
litigation in the United States. In the second paragraph of Article 
XXIV an attempt is made to define such rights clearly. The consul 
is given fiirst, a right under certain circumstances to take charge of 
ass^B pendirg the appointment of an administrator; and secondly, 
a ri^it to administer when the local law permits. He is thus ren- 
dered subject to the local statutory laws. The right to administer 
is rarely desired by an Am erican consular officer. On the other 
hand, foreign consular officers in the United States often seek to 
e TftTftiae it. It is not believed that it should be conferred more 
broadly than is here provided- The last clause of this paragraph 
will be helpful to the foreign consular applicant for letters of ad- 
ministration in the United States. 

It is deemed absolutely essential in the United States* that any 
cnngnln.r right of administration be subordinated to local State laws 
ccmferring rights of administration on public officials or private in- 
dividuals, and that whenever a consul accepts the office of adminis- 
trator he should be subjected to the jurisdiction of the tribunal 
appomting him. The last paragraph of the Article so provides. 

Article XXV confers upon the consul the right to receipt for the 
distributive share accruing to a non-resident countryman, derived 
from estates in process of probate or from the operation of Work- 
men’s Compensation Acts. The consul is obliged, however, to remit 
funds through the agencies of his Government to the proper dis- 
tributees, and to furnish the authority making distribution through 
him reasonable evidence of such remission. This also is a fresh pro- 
vision not contained in Treaties concluded by the United States 
before the Treaty of 1923 with Germany. It is believed that it will 
promote justice for all concerned. 

It may be noted that the Employers Liability Act of Nebraska of 
1913 provided in part that : . 

“• . . Such consular officer, dr his representative, residing in the 
State of Nebraska, ^all have, in behalf of such! non-rerident depmid- 
ent^ the exclusive right to adjust and settle all claims for dompen- 
sati(m provided by to jAtiacle and to receive for disfrjbution to 
such non-resident aliai d^^Bdents all compensation ariairip f there- 
under.” (Chap; 35, Art. VIH, Sec. 3663 Eev. Stat. of Ilebraska, 
1913) See also Sec. 23 of Workmen’s Compensation Law of Minne- 
sota, Chapter ^7, Grarerai Laws 1913, as ampudad 1915. ' 

Article XXVI contains a provision greatly desired ,hy the Con- 
sular Service and the Public Health Service of the United States. 
It contemplates consular inspection of privsite vessels df any ftng 
about to clear from ports of the United States for the Kongdopi of 
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the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes or from the ports of the Kingdom 
of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes for the United States. It is 
believed that the territorial sovereign is within its right in permit- 
ting a foreign consular officer to make reasonable inspection of any 
private vessel within its ports and about to clear for a port of the 
consul’s country. It is earnestly hoped that the Government of 
the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes will accept this provision which will 
serve to facilitate the entry of vessels clearing from the ports of 
the Kingdom for American ports. 

Article XXVII concerns the free entry of personal and official 
belongings of consular officers, their families and suites when na- 
tionals of the appointing State, with limitations that are specified. 

American consular officers in foreign countries frequently experi- 
ence difficulty in obtaining free entry for their personal property 
upon arrival at their posts and are often subjected to great annoy- 
ance and expense in connection therewith. Certain countries now 
permit free entry of the baggage and certain household property of 
consular officers and their families. Some, however, refuse free 
entry to automobiles, musical instruments, chinaware, etc. In some 
countries official supplies and equipment for consular officers are 
required to pay duty. 

Under the United States Customs Kegulations foreign -consuls, 
their families and servants are granted, on the basis of reciprocity, 
free entry of all baggage and household goods which accompany them 
to the United States, or which arrive shortly thereafter. They are 
required to pay, in the absence of treaty provisions, regular duty bn 
subsequent importations of personal property. Official supplies for 
consular offices are admitted free df duty. 

Article XXVllI which is based upon Article XIII of the Con- 
sular Convention with Sweden of Jime 1 , 1910 , deals? with the matter 
of shipwreck and salvage. The provisions are common in commer- 
cial treaties and consular conventions. They require no comment. 

Article XXIX states definitely the scope of the territories, land, 
water and air, within the operation of the treaty. It has seemed wise 
to define comprehensively the territorial ar^s within the scope of the 
Treaty. It has been deemed important to embrace air, as well as land 
fmd Y^ater therein. 

- Aiirticle XXX deals with the duration oi the Treaty and modes 
O# t^pminating it; 

. is‘ iruportant that the date bn which the Treaty is to take effect 
he specified; and it is reasonable that that date should be the same 
one for all Articles of the Treaty. It is to be noted th^ the; Treaty 
is to take effect on the date of the .exchange of ratifications and that 
it will supplant <he Convention of Commerce, Navigati<m ^tween 
the United Sta^s and Serbia, <^h<^ded October 14, ISSi, and the 
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Consular Convention between the United States and Serbia, concluded 
October 14, 1881. 

Ihe matter of duration and notice of termination is one on which 
there may well be divergent opinion. It is deemed wise to fix the 
initial period of operation at ten years in regard to all matters with 
respect to which the Contracting Parties have a permanent policy and 
to require one year’s notice of termination. As already pointed out 
in tbia infraction the provisions of the third paragraph of Article 
TTSCTC permitting the termination of the sixth and seventh para- 
graphs of Article VH and the whole of Articles IX and XI at the 
end of one year are the counterpart of a reservation made by the 
Senate of the United States in giving its advice and consent to the 
ratification of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular 
Higbfa, signed by the United States and Germany on December 8, 
1928. From the point of view of this Government such a provision 
is necessary. 

Ar ti cle XXXT provides for the exchange of ratifications which, 
if the Treaty is signed at Belgrade, will normally also take place at 
that capitaL 

It will be observed that imder the provisions of this Treaty, both 
legal and inheritance rights are recognized ancl protected. 

In connection with the request by the Government of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes for the negotiation of a naturalization convention, 
you will inform that Government that this Government wiU be pleased 
to receive from it and to consider such comments as it may care to 
make on the draft of the naturalization convention which was sub- 
mitted by this Government through your Legation. The Depart- 
ment understood from despatches Xo. 2441 of September 2, 1924, 
and No. 2577 of February 14, 1925,*® that the Government of the 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes had studied that draft and would diortly 
thereafter be prepared to indicate its views thereon. Two copies 
of the Naturalization Convention signed November 23, 1923, by the 
United States and Bulgaria are enclosed.®* The Department desires 
that any naturalization convention concluded between the United 
States and the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes be similar 
to that convention. 

With regard to the negotiation of a new extradition convention 
you will recall that in instruction No. 543 of January 8, 1925,®® 
the Department pointed out that the extradition convention between 
the United States and Serbia,®* which is regarded both by this Gov- 
ernmmt and the Govenunent of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes as 

” Neither printed. 

* Foreign Rtiattom, 1928, toL i, p. 464. 

Not p^t^ 

“Treaty signed Oct 25, 1901 ; Foreign Relations, 1902, p. 938. 
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being applicable to the whole territory of the Kingdom, is a modem 
and comprehensive convention. Pending the receipt of the more 
specific information concerning the proposal of the Government of 
the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes to supplant this convention which it 
is indicated on page 2 of despatch No. 2577 of February 14, 1925,“ 
would be furnished you, the Department is unwilling to consider the 
negotiation of a new treaty on this subject. 

It will be agreeable to this Government to receive from the Gov- 
ernment of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes a draft of a convention 
relating to judgments and to give due consideration thereto. You 
should point out, however, that this Government has never become 
a party to a convention dealing with this subject and that it is very 
doubtJW whether the fundamental principles of the State and Federal 
judicial systems of this country would admit of the acceptance of 
such a convention. 

I am [etc.] Feank B. Kxxxnoo 

[Bnclosnre] 

Draft Treaty ^ of Friendship^ Commerce and Gormilar Rights 

PBEAKBIiE 

The United States of America and the Elingdom of Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes, desirous of strengthening the bond of peace which 
happily prevails between them, by arrangements designed to promote 
friendly intercourse between their respective territories through pro- 
visions responsive to the spiritual, cultural, economic and commercial 
aspirations of the peoples thereof, have resolved to conclude a Treaty 
of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights and for that purpose 
have appointed as their plenipotentiaries: 

The President of the United States of America. 

and His Majesty the King of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. 

Who, having communicated to each other their full powers found 
to be in due form, have agreed upon the following articles: 

Article I 

The nationals of each of the High Contracting Parties shall be 
permitted to enter, travel and reside in the territories of the other; 
to exercise liberty of conscience and freedom of worship ; to engage 
in professional, scientific, religious, philanthropic, manufacturing 
and commercial work of every kind without interference; to carry 
on every form of commercial activity which is not forbidden by the 


**Not printed. 
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local law; to owe, erect or lease and occupy appropriate buildings 
and to lease lands for residential, scientific, religious, philanthropic, 
manufacturing, commercial and mortuary purposes ; to employ agents 
of their choice, and generally to do anything incidental to or neces- 
sary for the enjoyment of any of the foregoing privileges upon the 
same terms as nationals of the state of residence or as nationals of 
the nation hereafter to be most favored by it, submitting themselves 
to all local laws and regulations duly established. 

The nationals of each of the High Contracting Parties, irrespective 
of the country of their residence, shall enjoy in the territories of the 
other Party the same protection in respect of copyright as is accorded 
to nationals of the nation most favored in this respect. 

The nationals of either High Contracting Party within the terri- 
tmes of the other shall not be subjected to the payment of any in- 
ternal charges or taxes other or higher than those that are exacted of 
and paid by its nationals. 

The nationals of each High Contracting Party shall enjoy freedom 
of access to the courts of justice of the other on conforming to the 
local laws, as well for the prosecution as for the defense of their 
rights, and in all degrees of jurisdiction established by law. 

The nationals of each High Contracting Party shall receive within 
the territories of the other, upon submitting to conditions imposed 
upon its nationals, the most constant protection and security for their 
persons and property, and shall enjoy in this respect that degree of 
protection that is required by international law. Their property 
shall not be taken without due process of law and without payment 
of just compensation. 

Nothing contained in this Treaty shall be construed to affect exist- 
ing statutes of either of the High Contracting Parties in relation to 
the immigration of aliens or the right of either of the TTigT^ Con- 
tracting Parti® to enact such statutes. 

AjxnoLia II 

With respect to that form of protection granted by National, 
State or Provincial laws establishing civil liability for injuries or 
for death, and giving to relatives or heirs or dependents of an 
injury party a right of action or a pecuniary benefit, such relatives 
or heirs or dependents of the injured party, hims elf a national of 
either of the High Contracting Parties and within any of the terri- 
tori® of the other, shall regardl®s. of their alienage or residence 
outside of the territory where the injury occurred, enjoy the same 
rights and privileg® as are or may be panted to nationals, and 
imder like conditions. 
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AimcLiE HE 

The dwellings, warehouses, manufactories, shops, and other places 
of business, and all premises thereto appertaining of the nationals 
of each of the High Contracting Parties in the territories of the 
other, used for any purposes set forth in Article I, shall be respected. 
It shall not be allowable to make a domiciliaiy viat to, or search 
of any such buildings and premises, or there to examine and inspect 
books, papers or accounts, except under the conditions and in con- 
formity with the forms prescribed by the laws, ordinances and regu- 
lations for nationals. 

AnncuE IV 

Where, on the death of any person holding real or other immovable 
property or interests therein within the territories of one High Con- 
tracting Party, such property or interests therein would, by the laws 
of the country or by a testamentary disposition, descend or pass to a 
national of the other High Contracting Party, whether resident 
or non-resident, were he not disqualified by the laws of the country 
where such property or interests therein is or are situated, such 
national shall be allowed a term of three years in which to sell 
the same, this term to be reasonably prolonged if drcmnstances 
render it necessary, and withdraw the proceeds thereof, without 
restraint or interference, and exempt from any succession, probate 
or administrative duties or charges other than those which may be 
imposed in like cases upon the nationals of the country from whidi 
such proceeds may be drawn. 

Nationals of either High Contracting Party may have full power to 
dispose of their personal property of every kind within the territories 
of the other, by testament, donation, or otherwise, and their heirs, lega- 
tees and donees, of whatsoever nationality, whether resident or 
non-resident, shall succeed to such personal property, and may take 
possession thereof, either by themselves or by others acting for them, 
and retain or dispose of the same at their pleasure subject to the 
payment of such duties or charges only as the nationals of the High 
Contracting Party within whose territories such property may be or 
belong shall be liable to pay in like cases. 

AnnctE V 

; The nationals of each of the High Contracting Parties in the 
exercise of the right of freedom of worship, withih the territories of 
the other, as hereinabove provided, may, without annoyance or 
ihoiestation of any kind by reason of their reli^ous belief or other4| 
wise, conduct services either within their own houses or within an^ 
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appropriate buildiBgs which they may be at liberty to erect and 
maintain in convenient situations, provided their teachings or prac- 
tices are not contrary to public morals; and they may also be per- 
mitted to bury their dead according to their religious customs in 
suitable and convenient places established and maintained for the 
purpose, subject to the reasonable mortuary and sanitary laws and 
r^ulations of the place of burial. 

Article VI 

In the event of war between either Iligh Contracting Party and 
a third State, such Party may draft for compulsory military service 
nationals of the other having a permanent residence within its terri- 
tories and who have formally, according to its laws, declared an 
intention to adopt its nationality by naturalization, unless such indi- 
viduals depart from the territories of said belligerent Party within 
sixty days after a declaration of war. 

Article VII 

Betw^n the territories of the High Contracting Parties there shall 
be freedom of commerce and navigation. The nationals of each of 
the High Contracting Parties equally with those of the most favored 
nation, s hall have liberty freely to come with their vessels and cargoes 
to all places, ports and waters of every kind within the territorial 
limits of the other which are or may open to foreign commerce 
and navigation. Nothing in this treaty shall be construed to restrict 
the right of either High Contracting Party to impose, on such terms 
as it may see fit, prohibitions or restrictions of a sanitary character 
designed to protect human, animal or plant life, or regulations for 
the enforcement of police or revenue laws. 

Each of the High Contracting Parties binds itself unconditionally 
to impose no higher or other duties or charges or bases of such duties 
or charges, and no conditions or prohibition on the importation of 
any article, the growth, produce or manufacture of the territories of 
tto other Party, from whatever place arriving, than are or shall be 
impo^ on the importation of any like article, the grov^th, produce 
or manufacture of any other foreign country; nor shall any such 
duties, charges, conditions or prohibitions on importations be made 
effective rd;roactively on imports already cleared through the cus- 
toms, or on goods declared for entry into consumption in the country. 

Each of the Contracting Parties also binds itself unconi- 
tionally to impose no higher or other charges or other restrictions or 
prohibitions on goods eicported to the territories of the other High 
Cmitracting Party than are imposed on goods exported to any other 
foreign country. 
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In the event of licenses being issued by either of the High Con- 
tracting Parties for the importation into or exportation from its 
territories of articles the importation or exportation of which is 
restricted or prohibited, the conditions under which such licenses 
may be obtained shall be publicly annoxmced and clearly stated in 
such a manner as to enable traders interested to become acquainted 
with them; the method of licensing shall be as simple and unvarjdng 
as possible and applications for licenses shall be dealt with as speed- 
ily as possible. Moreover, the conditions under which such licenses 
are issued by either of the Higt Contracting Parties for goods im- 
ported from or exported to the territories of the other Party shall 
be as favorable with respect to commodities, formalities and other- 
wise as the conditions under which licenses are issued in respect of 
any other foreign country. In the event of rations or quotas being 
established for the importation or exportation of articles restricted 
or prohibited, each of the High Contracting Parties agrees to grant 
for the importation from or exportation to the territories of the 
other Party an equitable share, in view of the normal volume of 
trade in the particular class of goods between the two countries, in 
the allocation of the quantity of restricted goods which may be 
authorized for importation or exportation. In the application of the 
provisions of this paragraph no distinction shall be made between 
direct and indirect shipments. It is agreed, moreover, that in the 
event either High Contracting Party shall be engaged in war, it 
may enforce such import or export restrictions as may be required 
by the national interest. 

Any advantage of whatsoever kind which either High Contracting 
Party may extend, by treaty, law, decree, regulation, practice or 
otherwise, to any article, the growth^ produce or manufacture of 
any other foreign coimtry shall simultaneously and unconditionally, 
without request and without compensation, be extended to the like 
article the growth, produce or manufacture of the other High 
Contracting Party. 

All articles wWch are or may be legally imported from foreign 
countries into ports of the United States or are or may be legally 
exported therefrom in vessels of the United States may likewise be 
imported into those ports or exported therefrom in vessels of the 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, without being liable to any other or 
higher duties or charges whatsoever than if such articles were im- 
ported or exported in vessels of the United States; and, recipro- 
cally, all articles which are or may be legally imported from foreign 
countries into the ports of the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes, or are or may be legally e^orted therefrom in v^els of 
the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes may likewise be imported into these 

328422~— 42— -vol. lU— 60 
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ports or o(xport6d therefrom in vessels of the United States* without 
being liable to any other or higher duties or charges whatsoever than 
if such articles were imported or exported in vessels of the Serbs, 
Oroala and Slovenes. 

In the same manner theore shall be perfect reciprocal equality in 
relation to the flags of the two countries with regard to bounties, 
drawbacks and other privileges of this nature of whatever denomi- 
nation which may be allowed in the territories of each of the Con- 
tracting Parties, on goods imported or exported in national vessels 
m that such bormties, drawbacks and other privileges shall also and 
Wt like mann^ be allowed on goods imported or exported in vessels 
of the other country. 

With respect to the amount and collection of duties on imports 
and exports of every kind, each of the two High Contracting Parties 
binds itself to give to the nationals, vessels and goods of the other 
the advantage of every favor, privilege or immunity which it shall 
have accorded to the nationals, vessels and goods of a third State, 
Whether such favored State shall have been accorded such treatment 
gratuitously or in return for reciprocal compensatory treatment. 
Every such favor, privilege or immunity which shall hereafter be 
granted the nationals, Wessels or goods of a third State shall simul- 
taneously and unconditionally, without ; request and without com- 
pensation, be extended to the other High Contracting Party, for the 
benefit of itself, its nationals and vessels. 

Ihe stipulations of this Article do not extend to the treatment which 
is accorded by the United States to the commerce of Cuba under the 
provisicms of the Commercial Convention concluded by the United 
States and Cuba on December 11, 1902, or any other commercial con- 
vention which hereafter may be concluded by the United States with 
Cuba, or to the commerce of the United States with any of its depend- 
encies and the Panama Canal Zone imder existing or foture laws. 

Article VIII 

niatiohais and merchandise of each High Contracting Party 
wifiiin the territories of the other diall i^eceive the same treatment as 
nitioiials and merchandise the country with regard to internal 
taxes,’ tran^t duti^, charges in respect to warehousing and other 
facilities and the amount of drawbactk and bbuhlies. 

, STo duties of tonnage, harbbr,' pilotage,’ iighthW^ quarantine, or 
other simfl^ or corresponding duties or ^charges of whatever de- 
^ namej or for the profit of the Government, 
public functionaries, private individuals, corporations or establish- 
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ments of any kind shall be imposed in the ports of the territories of 
either country upon the vessels of the other, which shall not equally, 
under the same conditions, be imposed on national vessels. Such 
equality of treatment shall apply reciprocally to the vessels of the 
two countries respectively from whatever place they may arrive and 
whatever may be their place of destination. 

Article X 

Merchant vessels and other privately owned vessels under the flag 
of either of the High Contracting Parties, and carrying the papers 
required by its national laws in proof of nationality shall, both within 
the territorial waters of the other High Contracting Party and on 
the high seas, be deemed to be the vessels of the Party whose flag is 
flown. 

AjmcLB XI 

Merchant vessels and other privately owned vessels under the flag of 
either of the High Contracting Parties shall be permitted to discharge 
portions of cargoes at any port open to foreign commerce in the ter- 
ritories of the other High Contracting Party, and to proceed with the 
remaining portions of such cargoes to any other ports of the same 
territories open to foreign commerce, without paying other or higher 
tonnage dues or port charges in such cases than would be paid by 
national vessels in like circumstances, and they shall be permitted to 
load in like manner at different ports in the same voyage outward, 
provided, however, that the coasting trade of the High Contracting 
Parties is exempt from the provisions of this Article and from the 
other provisions of this Treaty, and is to be regulated according to 
the laws of each High Contracting Party in relation thereto. It is 
agreed, however, that the nationals of eitW High Contracting Party 
shall within the territories of the other enjoy with resped; to the 
coasting trade the most favored nation treatment. 

Ajrticlb Xn 

Limited liability and other, cprporatictns and associations, whether 
or not for pecuniary profit, 'which have been or may hereafter be 
organized in accordance with and imder the laws, National, S^te 
or Provincial, of either High Contracting Party and maintain 
central office within ,the territories thereof, shall have their juridical 
status recognized by thfe' other High Contraciting Party provided 
they pursue no aims wilidn its territories contrary to its laws. They 
shall enjfoy free access to the oonxts of? law and equity, on d)niorniing 
to the laws regulalting the: matter,' as well for the prosecution as for 
the defense .of rights in all the degr^^ of jurfediction established 
bylaw.^ ' -•/ 
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The right of such corporations and associations of either High 
Contracting Party so recognise by the other to establish themselves 
within its territories, ^tablirii branch oflSces and fulfill their func- 
tions therein shall depend upon, and be governed solely by, the 
consent of such Party as expressed in its National, State, or 
Provincial laws. 

Article XIII 

The nationals of either High Contracting Party shall enjoy within 
the territories of the other, reciprocally and upon compliance with 
the conditions there imposed, such rights and privileges as have been 
or may hereafter be accorded the nationals of any other State with 
respect to the organization of and participation in limited liability 
and other corporations and associations, for pecuniary profit or 
otherwise, including the rights of promotion, incorporation, pur- 
chase and ownership and sale of shares and the holding of executive 
or c^ial positions therein. In the exercise of the foregoing rights 
and with respect to the regulation or procedure concerning the or- 
ganization or cmxduct of such corporations or associations, such 
nationals shall be subjected to no condition less favorable than those 
which have been or may hereafter be imposed upon the nationals 
of the most favored nation. The rights of any of such corporations 
or associatimis as may be organized or controlled or participated in 
by the nationals of either High Contracting Party within the terri- 
tories of the other to exercise any of their functions therein, shall 
be governed by the laws and regulations, national, state or provin- 
cial, which are in force or may hereafter be established within the 
territories of the Party wherein they propose to engage in business. 

The nationals of ei&er High Contracting Party shall, moreover, 
enjoy within the territories of the other, reciprocally and upon 
complijmcei with the conditions there imposed, such rights and privi- 
leges as have been or may hereafter be accorded the nationals of 
any other State with respect to the mining of coal, phosphate, oil, 
oil shale, gas, and sodium on the public domain of the other. 

Article XIV 

^ (a) Id^ufacturers, merchants, and traders domiciled within the 
jtirisdiction of one of the High Contracting Parties may operate as 
ocanmercial travelers either pei^onally or by means of agents or em- 
pfoyees within the jurisdiction of the other High Contracting Party 
on obtaining from the latter, upon payment of a single fee, a license 
which shall be valid throughout its entire territorial jurisdiction. 

Is case either of the High Contracting Parties shall be engaged in 
it reserves fo itself the right to prevent from operating within 
its jurisdiction under the provisions of this article, or otherwise, 
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enemy nationals or other aliens whose presence it may consider preju- 
dicial to public order and national safety. 

(6) In order to secure the license above mentioned the applicant 
must obtain from the coimtry of domicile of the manufacturers, 
merchants, and traders represented a certificate attesting his charac- 
ter as a commercial traveler. This certificate, which shall be issued 
by the authority to be designated in each country for the purpose, 
shall be viseed by the consul of the country in which the applicant 
proposes to operate, and the authorities of the latter shall, upon the 
presentation of such certificate, issue to the applicant the national 
license as provided in Section (a). 

(c) A commercial traveler may sell his samples without obtaining 
a special license as an importer. 

(d) Samples without commercial value shall be admitted to entry 
free of duty. 

Samples marked, stamped or defaced in such manner that they 
cannot be put to other uses shall be considered as objects without 
commercial value. 

(e) Samples having commercial value shall be provisionally ad- 
mitted upon giving bond for the payment of lawful duties if they 
shall not have been withdrawn from the country within a period of 
six (6) months. 

Duties shall be paid on such portion of the samples as shall not 
have been so withdrawn. 

(/) All customs formalities shall be simplified as much as possible 
with a view to avoid delay in the despatch of samples- 

(ff) Peddlers and other salesmen who vend directly to the consumer, 
even though they have not an established place of business in the 
country in which they operate, shall not be considered as commercial 
travelers, but shall be subject to the license fees levied on business of 
the kind which they carry on. 

(h) 'So license shall be required of: 

(1) Persons traveling only to study trade and its needs, even 

though they initiate commercial relations, provided they do not make 
sales of merchandise. . 

(2) Persons operating through local agencies winch pay the license 
fee or other imposts to which mdr business is subject. 

(3) Travelers who are exclusively buyers. 

(i) Any concessions affecting any of the provisions of the present 
Article that may hereafter be granted by either High Contracting 
Party, either by law dr by treaty or convention, shall immediately 
be extended to the other Party. 

Aetiolb XV 

(a) Begulations governing the renewal and transfer of lic^E^^ 
issued under the provisions of Ajrticle XIV, and the imposition of 
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pTiP« itnd other penalties for any misuse of licenses may be made by 
either of the High Contracting Parties whenever advisable within 
the terms of Article XIV and without prejudice to the rights defined 
therein. 

If such regulations permit the renewal of licenses, the fee for re- 
newal will not be greater than that charged for the original license. 

If such regulations permit the transfer of licenses, upon satisfac- 
tory proof that transferee or assignee is in every sense the true suc- 
oesBor of Ihe original licensee, and that he can furnish a certifi,cate 
of identafbation similar to that furnished by the original licensee, 
he will be allowed to operate as a commercial traveler pending the 
arrival of the new certificate of identification, but the cancellation 
of the bond for the samples shall not be effected before the arrival of 
the said certificate. 

(&) It is the citizenship of the firm that the co mm ercial travder 
represents, and not his own that governs the issuance to him of a 
certificate of identification. 

The TTi gb CJontracting Parties agree to empower the local customs 
nfiir.iftlg OT Other compet^t authorities to issue the said licenses upon 
surrender of the certificate of identification and authenticated list 
of samples, acting as deputies of the central office constituted for 
the issuance and regulation of licenses. The said officials shall im- 
mediately transmit the appropriate documentation to the central 
office, to which the licensee shall thereafter give due notice of his 
intention to adc for ihe renewal or transfer of his license, if these 
acts be allowable, or cancellation of his bond, upon his departure 
from the country. Due notice in this connection will be regarded 
as the time required for the exchange of correspondence in the normal 
mail schedules, plus five business days for purposes of official verifi- 
cation and registottion. 

(c) It is understood that the traveler will not engage in the sale 
of other articles than those embraced by his lines of business ; he may 
sell his samples, thus mcurriug an obligation to pay the customs du- 
ties tbereu^n, but he may not sell other articles brought with him or 
sent to him, which are not reasonably and clearly representative of 
the Mnd of hosiiiess he pUr|kjrts to r^reseht. ' i ’ 

(d) Adverting' matter hrqti^t, by commercial travelers in! appro- 
priate quantities shall be trmted as samples without commercial 
value. CMb'jeots having ■ a depiecaated. 'coniinerdal value because of 
adaptatioB for purposes of a<i?ertisment', and intended' for gratuitous 
^afsribution, shall, whan introduced am reas^onaMe quantities j also be 
treated as samples "without commercial vaiKiek' It is understood, how- 
ever, that this prescription .^hall be^si^ject to the customs laws of 
the r^pective countries. Samples ^companying the commercial 

lSS‘lSBSpatChed”as a pbrtadn- of 'Ms ^isonal baggage; 
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and those arriving after him will be given precedence over ordinaiy 
freight. 

(e) If the original license was issued for a period longer than six 
months, or if the license be renewed, the bond for the samples will 
be correspondingly extended. It is understood, however, tibat this 
prescription shall be subject to the customs laws of the respective 
countries. 

AjRTiom XVI 

There shall be complete freedom of transit through the territories 
including territorial waters of each High Contracting Party on the 
routes most convenient for international transit, by rail, navigable 
waterway, and canal, other than the Panama Canal and waterways 
and canals which constitute international boundaries, to persons and 
goods coming from or going through the temtories of the other 
High Contractmg Party, except such persons as may be forbidden 
admission into its territories or goods of which the importation may 
be prohibited by law. Persons and goods in transit shall not be 
subjected to any transit duty, or to any unnecessary delays or re- 
strictions, and shall be given national treatment as regards charges, 
facilities, and all other matters. 

Goods in transit must be entered at the proper custom house, but 
they shall be exempt from all customs or other similar duties. 

All charges imposed on transport in transit shall be reasonable, 
having regard to the conditions of the traffic. 

AjrticlbXVH 

Each of the High Contracting Parties agrees to receive from the 
other, consular officers in those of its ports, places and cities, where 
it may be convenient and which are open to consular representatives 
of any foreign coimtry. 

Consular officers of each of the PBgh Contractmg Ps^ies shall 
after entering upon their duties, enjoy leciprocally in the territories 
of, the other all the rights, privileges, exemptions and immunities 
which are enjoyed by officers of the same grade of the most^favoretlr 
natiop. As official agents, such officers shall be entitle to the high 
consideration of all officials, national, or local, with whom they haye 
official intercourse in the state which receives ^em., 

The Governments of each of the.^Iigh Contracting Pa^es.shah 
fumi^ free of charge the necessary , exequatur of such cop^ar 
officers of the other as present a regpl^. cmmnission ^gncd by .the 
chief executive of the appointing statq an^ under its great seal ; 
they, shall issue to ^ subordinate or ^b^titute consular officer'dipy 
appointed by aq adopted, superior cqiisnlar p^per wi^,^,,^prO': 
bation .of , his GQyenim«i^, -pr wy othe^ ..cqmp^Ci^hju^^^ 
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of that Government, such documents as according to the laws 
of the respective countries shall be requisite for the exercise by the 
appointee of tiie consular function. On the exhibition of an ex- 
equatur, or other document issued in lieu thereof to such subordinate, 
such consular officer shall be permitted to enter upon his duties and 
to enjoy the rights, privileges and i m mun ities granted by this treaty. 

Article XVIII 

Consular <^5bers, nationals of the state by which they are ap- 
pointed, shall be exempt from arrest except when charged with the 
commission of offenses locally designated as crimes other than mis- 
demeanors and subjecting the individual guilty thereof to punish- 
ment. Such officers shall be exempt from military billetings, and 
from service of any military or naval, administrative or police 
character whatsoever. 

In criminal cases the attendance at the trial by a consular officer as 
a witness may be demanded by the prosecution or defence. The de- 
mand be made with all possible regard for the consular dignity 
and the duties of the office; and there shall be compliance on the part 
of the consular officer. 

Ccmsular officers shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the courts 
in the state which receives them in civil cases, subject to the proviso, 
however, that when the officer is a national of the state which appoints 
him and is engaged in no private occupation for gain, his testimony 
shall be taken orally or in writing at his residence or office and with 
due regard for his convenience. The officer should, however, volun- 
tarily give his testimony at the trial whenever it is possible to do so 
without serious interference with his official duties. 

Article XTX 

CSonsular officers, including employees in a consulate, nationals of the 
State by which they axe appointed other than those engaged in private 
occupations for gain within the State where they exercise their func- 
tions shall be exempt from aU taxes, National, State, Provincial and 
Municipal, levied upon their persons or upon their property, except 
taxes levied on account of the possession or ownership of immovable 
prop^iy situated in, or the income derived from property of any 
kind situated or belonging within the territories of the State vdthin 
wMdi thty exercise their functions. All consular officers and employ- 
ed nationals of the State appointing them shall be exempt from the 
|4yi^t of taxes on the salary, fees or wages received by them in com- 
for tiieir consular services. 

^ds hidings situated in the territories of either High Con- 
which the other High Contracting Party is the legal 
m tod which are used exclusively for governmental 
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purposes by that owner, shall be exempt from taxation of every kind, 
National, State, Provincial and Municipal, other than assessmej^ts 
levied for services or local public improvements by which the premises 
are benefited. 

AbticleXX 

Consular officers may place over the outer door of their respective 
offices the arms of their State with an appropriate inscription desig- 
nating the official office. Such officers may also hoist the flag of their 
country on their offices including those situated in the capitals of the 
two countries. They may likewise hoist such flag over any boat or 
vessel employed in the exercise of the consular function. 

The Consular offices and archives shall at all times be inviolable. 
They shall under no circumstances be subjected to invasion by any 
authorities of any character within the country where such offices are 
located. Nor shall the authorities under any pretext make any exam- 
ination or seizure of papers or other property deposited within a con- 
sular office. Consular offices shall not be used as places of asylum. 
No consular officers shall be required to produce official archives in 
court or testify as to their contents. 

Upon the death, incapacity, or absence of a consular officer having 
no subordinate consular officer at his post, secretaries or chancellors, 
whose official character may have previously been made known to 
the government of the State where the consular function was exer- 
cised, may temporarily exercise the consular function of the deceased 
or incapacitated or absent consular officer; and while so acting 
shall enj‘oy all the rights, prerogatives and immunities granted 
to the incumbent. 

Abtiole XXI 

Consular officers, nationals of the State by which they are ap- 
pointed, may, within their respective consular districts, address the 
authorities. National, State, Provincial or Municipal, for the purpose 
of protecting their countrymen in the enj’oyment of their rights 
accruing by treaty or otherwise. Complaint may be made for the 
infraction of those rights. Failure upon the part of the proper 
authorities to grant redress or to accord protection may justify inter- 
position through the diplomatic channel, and in the absence of a 
diplomatic representative, a consul general or the consular officer 
stationed at the capital may apply directly to the government of the 
country. 

Article XXII 

Consular officers may, in pursuance of the laws of their own coun- 
try, take, at any appropriate place within their respective districts,^ 
the depositions of any occupants of vessels of their own country, or ofi 
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any national of, or of any person having pemanent residence within 
the territories of, their own country. Such officers may draw up, 
attest, certify and authenticate unilateral acts, deeds, and testa- 
mentary dispositions of their countrymen, and also contracts to 
which a countryman is a party. Ihey may draw up, attest, certify 
and authenticate written instruments of any kind purporting to ex- 
press or embody the conveyance or encumbrance of property of any 
kind within the territory of the State by which such officers are 
appointed, and unilateral acts, deeds, testamentary dispositions and 
contracts relating to property situated, or business to be transacted 
within, the territories of the State by which they are appointed, em- 
bracing unilateral acts, deeds, testamentary dispositions or agree- 
ments executed solely by nationals of the State wit h i n which such 
officers exercise their functions. 

Instruments and documents thus executed and copies and transla- 
tions thereof, when duly authenticated under his official seal by the 
consular officer shall be received as evidence in the territories of the 
contracting parties as original documents or authenticated copies, 
as the may be, and shall have the same force and effect as if 
drawn by and executed before a notary or other public officer duly 
authorized in the coimtry by which the consular officer was appointed ; 
provided, always that such documents shall have been drawn and 
executed in conformity to the laws and regulations of the country 
where they are designed to take effect. 

Abtiolb xxnr 

A consular officer diall have exclusive jurisdiction over contro- 
versies arising out of the internal order of private vessels of his 
country, and shall alone exercise jurisdiction in cases, wherever 
arising, between officers and crews, pertaining to the enforcement 
of discipline on board, provided the vessel and the persons charged 
with wrongdoing shall have entered a port within his consular dis- 
trict. Such an officer shall also have jurisdiction over issues con- 
cerning the adjustment of wages and the execution of contracts relat- 
ing thereto provided the local laws so permit. 

Whrai an act committed on board of a private vessel under the 
flag of the State by which the consular officer has been appointed and 
within the territorial waters of the State to which he has been ap- 
pointed constitutes a crime according to the laws of that State, sub- 
jecting the person guilty thereof to punishment as a criminal, the 
consular officer shall not exercise jurisdiction except in so far as 
he is permitted to do so by <iie local law. 

A consular cfficer may freely invoke the assistance of the local 
police aulhoclties in any matter pertaining to the maintenance of 
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internal order on board of a vessel under the flag of his country 
within the territorial waters of the State to which he is appointed, 
and upon rach a request the requisite assistance shah be given. 

A consular officer may appear with the officers and crews of 
vessels under the flag of his country before the judicial authorities 
of the State to which he is appointed to render assistance as an 
interpreter or agent. 

Article XXIV 

In case of the death of a national of either High Contracting 
Party in tibe territory of the other without having in the territory 
of his decease any known heirs or testamentary executors by him 
appointed, the competent local authorities diall at once inform the 
nearest consular officer of the State of which the deceased was a 
national of the fact of his death, in order that necessary information 
may be forwarded to the parties interested. 

In case of the death of a national of either of the High Contract- 
ing Parties without will or testament, in the territory of the other 
High Contracting Party, the consular officer of the State of which 
the deceased was a national and within whose district the deceased 
made his home at the time of death, shall, so far as the laws of the 
country permit and pending the appointment of an administrator and 
until letters of administration have been granted, be deemed qualified 
to take charge of the property left by the decedent for the preserva- 
tion and protection of the same. Such consular officer shaU have the 
right to be appointed as administrator within the discretion of a 
tribunal or other agency controlling the administration of estates 
provided the laws of the place where the estate is administered so 
permit. 

Whenever a consular officer accepts the office of administrator of 
the estate of a deceased countryman, he subjects himself as such to 
the jurisdiction of the tribunal or other agency making the appoint- 
ment for all necessary purposes to the same extent as a national 
of the country where he was appointed. 

AnncLE XXV 

A consular officer of either High Contracting Party may in behalf 
of his non-resident countrymen receipt for their distributive shares 
derived from estates in process of probate or accruing under the 
provisions of so-called Workmen’s Compensation Laws or other like 
statutes provided he remit any funds so received through the appro- 
priate agencies of his Government to the proper distributees, and 
provided further that he fumidi to the authority or agency making 
distribution through him reasonable e^radenoe of such remission. 
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AunciiB XXVI 

A consular officer of either High Contracting Party shall have the 
ri^t to inspect within the ports of the other High Contracting 
Party within his consular district, the private vessels of any flag 
destined or about to clear for ports of the country appointing him 
in order to observe the sanitary conditions and measures taken on 
board such vessels, and to be enabled thereby to execute intelligently 
bills of health and other documents required by the laws of his coim- 
tiy, and to inform his Government concerning the extent to which 
its sanitary regulations have been observed at ports of departure 
by vessels destined to its ports, with a view to facilitating entry of 
such vessels therein. 


Article XXVII 

Each of the High Contracting Parties agrees to permit the entry 
free of all duty and without examination of any kind, of aU furni- 
ture, equipment and supplies intended for official use in the con- 
sular o&ces of the other, and to extend to such consular officers of the 
other and their families and suites as are its nationals, the privilege 
of entry fr^ of duty of their baggage and all other personal prop- 
erty, whether accompanying the officer to his post or imported at any 
time during his encumbency thereof; provided, nevertheless, that 
no article, the importation of which is prohibited by the law of 
either of the BEgh Contracting Parties, may be brought into its 
territories. 

It is understood, however, that this privilege shall not be extended 
to consular officers who are engaged in any private occupation for 
gain in the countries to which they are accredited, save with respect 
to governmental supplies. 

Articjle XXVin 

AH proceedings relative to the salvage of vessels of either High 
Contracting Party wrecked upon the coasts of the other shaU be 
directed by the Consular Officer of the country to which the vessel 
belongs and within whose district the wreck may have occurred. 
Pending the arrival of such officer, who shaH be immediately in- 
formed of the occurrence, the local authorities shaU take aU neces- 
sary measures for the protection of persons and the preservation 
of wrecked property. The local authorities shaU not otherwise inter- 
fere than for the maintenance of order, the protection of the interests 
of the salvors, if these do not belong to the crews that have been 
wrecked and to carry into effect the arrangements made for the 
entry and e^iportation of the merchandise saved. It is understood 
that such merchandise is not to be subjected to any custom house 
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charges, unless it be intended for consumption in the country where 
the wredk may have taken place. 

The intervention of the local authorities in these different cases 
shall occasion no expense of any kind, except such as may be caused 
by the operations of salvage and the preservation of the goods saved, 
together with such as would be incurred under similar circumstances 
by vessels of the nation. 


Article XXIX 

Subject to any limitation or exception hereinabove set forth, or 
hereafter to be agreed upon the territories of the High Contracting 
Parties to which the provisions of this Treaty extend shall be under- 
stood to comprise all areas of land, water, and air over which the 
Parties respectively claim and exercise dominion as sovereign thereof, 
except the Panama Canal Zone. 

Aktiolb XXX 

Except as provided in the third paragraph of this Article the 
present Treaty shall remain in full force for the term of ten years 
from the date of the exchange of ratifications, on which date it shall 
begin to take effect in all of its provisions. 

If within one year before the e:q)iration of the aforesaid period 
of ten years neither High Contracting Party notifies to the other 
an intention of modifying by change or omission, any of the provi- 
sions of any of the articles in this Treaty or of terminating it upon 
the espiration of the aforesaid period, the Treaty shall remain in full 
force and effect after the aforesaid period and until one year from 
such a time as either of the High Contracting Parties shall have 
notified to the other an intention of modifying or terminating the 
Treaiy. 

The sixth and seventh paragraphs of Article VII and Articles IX 
and XI shall remain in force for twelve months from the date of 
exchange of ratifications, and if not then terminated on ninety days 
previous notice shall remain in force untU either of the High Con- 
tracting Parties shall enact legislation inconsistent therewith when 
the same shall automatically lapse at the end of sixty days from such 
enactment, and on such lapse each High Contracting Party shall enjoy 
all the rights which it would have possessed had such paragraphs or 
articles not been embraced in the Treaty. 

The present Treaty shall supplant tke Treaty of Commerce and 
Navigation and the Consular Convention between the United States 
and Serbia concluded on October 2/14, 1881. 
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AsnciiE XXXI 

The present Treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifications thereof 
shall he exchanged at as soon as possible. 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the 
same and have affixed their seals thereto. 

Done in duplicate, in the English and languages at 

, this . . . day of 192. . 


711.60 h s/e 

jTAe JfMuafeT" w the Kingdom of the Seths^ OToats and Slovenes 
{Prince) to the Secretary of State 

No. 344 Belgrade, Decernber ^2, 19^7. 

[Eeceived January 12, 1928.] 

Sm: With further reference to the Department’s instruction No. 64 
of March 23, 1927, (File No. 711.60 H 2/1), with which a draft of a 
treaty of friendship, commerce, and consular rights was enclosed for 
transmission to the Government of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes 
through this Legation, I have the honor to report the results of the 
negotiations thus far. 

Professor Todorovid, an expert appointed by the Foreign Office for 
the preliminary negotiations, in his conversations with me has made 
several suggestions which were later incorporated in Foreign Office 
note verbode No. U 1656, which is transmitted herewith in copy and 
translation. It will be observed from this note that the Foreign Office 
suggests certain changes and eliminations in the first five articles (the 
mention of Article six is obviously a mistake) of the treaty draft on 
the theory that the rights therein mentioned are guaranteed by the 
National Constitution. 

In order that the Department may judge as to the adequacy of the 
constitutional rights in this Kingdom, the Legation has translated 
that part of the Yugoslav constitution which may be termed a Bill 
of Bights, , and it is transmitted herewith as enclosure No. S.*** The 
Lotion pointed out to one of the members of the Legal Section of 
the Foreign Office that, w]^e the word'Vtizen” seemed to be employed 
in the Cfonstitution in the sense of “resident”, at least in one place, i. e., 
Article 10, (“No citi^ may be expelled from the country”) it must 
have biwn intended to give the word “cititen” the meaning of “sub- 
ject”, rather th^ “resident”. ' The' e^ert stated that this confusion 
of tl© tenns “citizen” and “subject” is a recognized weakness of the 
Constitution, but that the .Legislature had undoubtedly intended to 
use “citizen” in the meaning of “resident”, (which would include 


Not psrinted. 
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American citizens) in every place where it is used in the Bill of Bights 
except in the one instance above cited. 

The suggestion to eliminate Article 6, was made by the Foreign 
Office on the assumption that it would be impossible to cause the mili- 
tary authorities to accept the proposal to allow the conscription of 
aliens in time of war, and further that in the absence of a naturaliza- 
tion treaty, final naturalization, to say nothing of the mere declaration 
of intention, is not recognized by this country. However, I made it 
clear that this provision of the Treaty is especially desired by the 
American Govermnent. 

The Department will observe that the suggestion to eliminate 
the phrase “the state of residence or as nationals of” (Ajticle I, 
lines 24r-25) would not guarantee to Americans in this Kingdom 
the same rights which natives enjoy in the various matters specified 
in Article I. In my discussions I pointed out that in our present 
Treaty of 1881 with Serbia Americans were assured the same rights 
as natives (and vice versa) in a multitude of matters. However, 
I am assured by the Foreign Minister that in all future commercial 
treaties Yugoslavia will ^ve foreigners only the same rights as 
those enjoyed by nationals of the most-favored-nation in various 
questions pertaining to residence, domicile, entry, taxes, customs, 
commerce, navigation and industry, the carrying on of business, 
exercise of professions, the ownership of property, etc. This is 
clearly shown in the recently concluded British- Yugoslav Com- 
mercial Treaty, a copy of which is transmitted herewith as enclosure 
No. 4.®^ I gathered from my conversations that if the American 
Govemm^t desires to submit a draft of the most-favored-nation 
clause in the sense in which it is contained in the British- Yugoslav 
Treaty this will be acceptable to the Government of the Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes. I was told by the Minister of Foreign Affairs that 
this Kingdom could no longer guarantee to foreigners the same 
rights as those given to natives to the extent specified in the Treaty 
of 1881, now in force between the United States and Yugoslavia. 
Mr. Marinkovid explained that this was not due to any intention 
to restrict the rights now enjoyed by American citizens in this 
Blingdom, but because, under the most-favored-nation clause, other 
states could claim the same rights, which the Kngdom of the S. C. S* 
was loath to concede to subjects of certain neighboring states. It 
was clear that the Foreign Minister had in mind especially Bulgaria, 
Hungary and Italy and the Department will recoUect that this 
King dom is desirous of preventing Italians from establishing th^- 

“Not printed. For text, signed May 12, 1927, see Leagne of Nations Treaty 
Series, vol. ijxxx, p. 166. 
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selves oa the Dalmatian coast. (See Legation despatch No. 333 of 
December 4, 1927).** 

In my conversations at the Foreign Office the exact mea nin g of the 
following part of Article XXVII of the draft was questioned; 

“. . . the High Contracting Parties agree ... to extend to such 
consular officers . . . the privilege of entry fr^ of of . . . 

personal property, whether accompanying the officer to hm post or 
mported at any time during his encumbency thereof . . . 

It was ncrf; clear to the Foreign Office whether the above quoted 
article was intended to apply to the importation of merchandise, 
newly purdiased abroad, or whether it was limited to the personal 
property of the consular officer, which had previoi^ly been in his 
possession. I suggest that the Department may desire to make this 
article clearer. 

I am also sending herewith, as enclosure No. 5, a copy of the 
recently concluded German-Yugoslav Treaty of Commerce, which 
entered into force on December 20, 1927,— the date of the exchange 
of ratifications.** It will be observed from Article 13 of the con- 
cluding protocol {ScJJus8pr(xtohoU) of this treaty, that shipments 
of trans-oceank goods, if imported into Yugoslavia through Ger- 
many, may be accompanied by certificates of origin executed in 
Germany. This may be of considerable practical advantage to dis- 
tributors of American goods in places such as Vienna, because, as 
the Department is aware, (See Legation Despatch No. 278 of August 
31, 19^, Leg. File No. 631),** such indirect shipments of American 
goods are subject to the maximum Yugoslav customs tariff. The 
Legaticm will send another copy of the German-Yugoslav Treaty to 
Commercial Attache Groves at Vieima, who will see whether Austria 
desires to claim the same privilege under the most-favored-nation 
clause. Should this be the case, it would greatly facilitate the trans- 
shipment of American goqds from Vienna, which is greatly ham- 
pered at present by the certificate-of -origin requirement. 

I have here discussed only those points in the Foreign Office note 
venicie which appear to require amplification, as the remaining sug- 
gestions enumerated therein will be self evidmt to the Department. 

As of possible interest to the Department, there is also transmitted 
herewith, (Enclosure No. 6), a copy of the recently ratified Treaty 
of Commerce and Navigation between the Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Crests and Slovenes and the Economic Union of Belgium and Lux- 
fflnberg.®* 

I have [etc.] John Dtnelet Phutce 

“Not printed. 

“League of Nations Treaty Series, voL tx^vii, p. 19. 

Not i^ted. For text, sUmed Dec. 16, 1926, see League of Nations Treaty 
Series, toL ixr, p. 871. 
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[Enclosure — ^Translation] 

The Minister of F oreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Serhs^ Croats 
and Slovenes {MarinJcovitch) to the American Minister {Prince) 

U. No. 1656 Belgrade, October 19^, 

Mr. Minister: In reply to letter No. 1419 of April 19, 1927, by 
meanS; of which you had the goodness to submit your Government’s 
draft of a Treaty of Friendship, of Commerce, and of Consular 
Eights, I have the honor to inform you of the following remarks and 
modifications to this draft : 

Article I. 

1) eliminate the phrase (line 5-6) to exercise liberty of conscience 

and freedom of worship. 

2) add after the word ^^privileges’’ all this 
(line 22) the words 

3) eliminate the phrase (line 24) the state of residence or as na- 

tionals of 

Article H. eliminate 

Article, m. eliminate 

Article IV. accepted 

Article V. eliminate 

Article VI. eliminate 

Article VII. 

1) in the second paragraph elim- nor shall any such . in the 

inate the last sentence country 

2) eliminate paragraphs 6 and 7 
and form a new article of the 
same material to be placed after 
Article VIH. 


3) to article VII comes this final The treatment of the most fa- 
protocol, thus worded: vored Nation is not applicable: 

1) to special favors, which 
were or shall be granted to limi- 
trophe Countries in order to fa- 
cilitate the frontier traffic ; 

2) to special favors, which 
were or shall be granted to a third 
State in virtue of a Custom 
Union. 

j^rticle 

eliminate at the beginning the “nationals and” 
words 

Article IX. accepted 

' Article X. ft 

Article XI. 

at the <aid, add : “upn the condition of reciproc- 

1^” 
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Article xn. accepted 

Article SII. 

Article XrV. 

1) eliminate paragraph C. 

2) eliminate entirely the second 

Mrt of paramraph D. . . . , 

3) Paragraph G, modified, should The provisions of article 14 

thus: shall not be applicable to ambu- 

lant industries, nor shall they be 
applicable to peddlery or to per- 
sons who are in search of com- 
mands from persons who do not 
exercise nor commerce nor indus- 
try. 

dV in the filial protocol add the on the reason of commercial busi- 
following text: ness concluded on the territo- 

ries of the other Contracting 
Party, commercial travellers 
shall not be subject to other 
taxes or at a higher rate than 
its nationals, or nationals of the 
most favored nation. 

Article XV. 

eliminate the complete first part 
of Paragraph &. 

Article XVI. accepted 

’■ Article XVn. 

in Paragraph 3 strike out from “or other document issued in lieu 
the last sentence thereof” 

A rtiftk XVm. accepted. 

■Article XIX. “ 

Article XX. 

in the first paragraph, ai^ the “on the national language” 
words “wiui an appropriate in- 
scription” add: 

Articles XXI-XXV. accepted. 

Article XXVL 

in place of the words “of any “onljr national flag of each of the 
fl^” put ; , , High Contracting Parties”. 

Articles XXVII-XXXI. accepted. 

Artides Vitl and IX ^re- ad art. Villa! . IX the disposition 
ceive a final protocol, worded as of the art. V.lil<z, IX shall be 
follows: ■ applied oply oh the maritime 

na^i^tioh. 

In informing you of the preceding, I have the honor,, Mr. Minister, 
to draw your attention to the fact that 
•1. . ptm jhoposal to eliminate Articles II, HE, V and as well as 
the first part of Article I does not result from the fact that these 
rights and favors would not be accorded to foreigners but because 
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these rights are, on the contrary, guaranteed by the Constitution of 
the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. 

2. Modifications (2) and (3) to Article I are introduced because 
the questions of domicile {etdblissement) and employment are treated 
in our Kingdom in Conventions of Domicile, and Treaties of Com- 
merce containing only the most-favored-nation clause in this sense. 

Regarding the project of the conclusion of different purely jurid- 
ical conventions, I will take these matters up later as soon as I 
have received detailed replies from the Ministries competent in the 
matters in question. 

Accept [etc.] Dk. V. Mamiolovitoh 


•® These negotiations did not result in the signing of a treaty. 
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Agreements. See Treaties, conventions, 
etc. 

Aliens, Mexican: Deportation from 
United States, 256, 257-258, 258- 
260; U. S. suppression of activities 
of factions on border, 246-247 

American Locomotive Sales Corpora- 
tion, correspondence with Depart- 
ment of State regarding proposed 
extension of credits to State Rail- 
ways of Russia, 652-654 

Arbitration {see also under Mexico), 
provision for U. S. good offices 
in Firestone Rubber Co. planting 
agreement with Liberia, 141-142 

Arms and munitions. See under Mex- 
ico, Nicaragua, and Poland. 

Aviation. See Guatemala: Concession 
of monopoly; Italy: Fli^t over 
U. S. territory; Mexico: Embargo 
by United States: Aircraft. 

Belgium {see also Persia: Capitulations), 
consular convention with United 
States {1^80) j cited, 839 

Bolivia, boundary dispute with Para- 
guay, 522 

Bonds for settlement of Nicaraguan 
revolutione-ry claims, contemplated, 
421-422,460 

Boundary dispute between — 

Bolivia and Paraguay, 522 
Coloipbia and Nicar^ua, 478 
Colombia apd Peru, ^9 
Dominican Republic and Haiti, 91 
United States and Mexico, renewed 
n^otiations for a settlement of 
'Rio Grande controversy, 232-233 

Cables, V former German, allocation of, 
275r-284 

Failure of interested Governments to 
' adqpt any proposals, 284 
U. S. effo^ to- resume meetings of 
First Comimttee of Preliminary 
’ ^ Co:^erencb;'on El^rical Comr 
* municataOns of 

Attitude of Fremce, 284; Great 
l^itain, 230, 282; Italy, 277, 
- 283^ 278, 

U. S: homihtinieatibn to interested 
^ Governments, 277-279 ' 

> c vonxTMEs 1 n abb 


Cables — Continued. 

Yap-Menado cable, proposed alloca- 
tion to Netherlands Government 
imder Washington arrangement 
of 1921: 

Attitude of France, 283; Great 
Britain, 279-280, 281-282; 

Italy, 277, 284; Japan, 281, 284 
Netherlands proposal for cash set- 
tlement of claim instead of 
delivery of cable, 275-276; 
unfavorable attitude of France, 
Great Britain, and United 
States, 279-280, 282, 283 

Canada, establishment of direct diplo- 
matic relations with United States, 
118 

Capitulations. See under Morocco, Per- 
sia, and Turkey. 

Chile, negotiations with United States 
for treaty of friendship, commerce 
and consular rights, 598-599 

China: Remarks of President Coolidge 
concerning U. S. policy, 219-220; 
U. S. consideration of informal pro- 
posal for loan by American bankers 
to South Manchuria Railway, 132; 
U. S. protection of Chinese interests 
in Nicaragua, 315-316 

Claims. See Nicaragua: Claims com- 
mission; Norway: Island of Jan 
Mayen; Spain: Petroleum monop- 
oly: American and other foreign 
petroleum interests; Good offices. 
General claiihs commission, afia 
Petroleum under Mexico; also under 
Haiti and Morocco. 

Colombia, boundary dispute with Nica- 
ragua, 478; with Peru, 599 

Colt Firearms Co. See under Poland: 
Anns and munitions. 

Commercial treaties and agreements: 

U. S. policy in negotiating treaties of 
friendship, commerce and con- 
sular ’rights, citations to treaties 
concluded with Estonia, Ger- 
many, Hungary, and Salvador, 
92, 93-94, 95, 95-96, 97-100, 
594-595, 597, 631, 632, 740n, 
741w, 744a, 745, 751, 753, 813- 
814, 816, 817-818, 818-819, 820, 
821, 822, 828, 830, 832-833, 834, 
835, 835-836, 840, 842 
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Commercial treaties and agreements — 
Continued. 

U. S.-Chile, negotiations for treaty of 
friend^p, commerce and con- 
sular rights, 698-599 

U. S-Cuba, reservations regardmg 
Cuba in virtue of reciprocity 
treaty of 190Sy in connection 
with U. S. most-favored-nation 
agreements with other countries, 
69^597, 597--698, 744, 749, 816, 
833-834 . 

U. S.-Haiti, commercial vivendt 

im. 820-821 

TJ. S.-Honduras. See Honduras: 
Friendship, commerce and con- 
sular rights. 

U. S.-Feru. See Peru: Treaties with 
United States. 

U. S.-Poland, commercial modus 
visendi of IBSS, 610, 612, 613- 
614,614,617 

XJ. S.-Rumania. See Rumania 
Treaty of friendship, commerce 
and consular rights. 

U. S.-Spain, continuance of commer- 
cial modus vivendiy 729-733 

U. S -Sweden, inconclusive negotia- 
tions for treaty of frien^hip, 
commerce and consular rig^+“ 
740-753 

IJ. S.-Turicey. See Turkey: Agree- 
ment. 

tJ. S.-Uruguay, inconclusive negotiar- 
tions for treaty of friendship, 
cosunerce and consular rights 
740-753 

XT. S.-Venezuela, inconclusive negotia^ 
tions for treaty of friendship; 
commerce and consular rights 
820-824 

XJ. S.-Yemen, proposal by Imam 
Yemen for treaty of friendship 
and commerce, 826-827 

XJ. S.-Yugo^via. See Commerce 
and navigation and IViendship, 
commerce and consular rights 
tinder Yugoslavia, 

Commissions, committees, etc.: 

Boimdary commission, XJ. S.-Mesi’ 
can, 232-233 

Clainas commissions: 

Haitian, 84r-91 

Nicaraguan, 316, 401, 409-410, 411 
412, 421, 423, 427, 458-469, 47' 
XJ. S.-Mexican, 228-230 
; XJ. S.-i^panish at Tangier, proposed 
274 

First Conmiittee of FSectyical Com- 
munieaMons Conference of 19 W. 

, See Cables; XJ. S. efforts to re- 
sume meetings. 

International Financial Commissio: 
(Hellenic), 1, 15-16, 16-17, 18 


Concessions, contracts, etc. See Li- 
beria: Firestone rubber concession; 
Panama: Radio and railroad con- 
struction; Spain: Petroleum mo- 
nopoly; and under Greece, Guate- 
mala, and Paraguay, 

Uonferences, international: 

Economic conference, Geneva, en- 
dorsement of most-favored-na- 
tion principle, 817, 818 

Electrical communications conference, 
19^0, See Cables: XJ. S. efforts 
to resume meetings of First 
Committee, 

Radiotelegraph conference, 282, 283, 
284 

Conventions. See Treaties, conven- 
tions, etc. 

Coolidge, Calvin (President); 

Address before United Press Associa- 
tion, Apr, B6, 209-220 

Message to Congress, Jan, 10 y 288- 
298 

Remarks upbn occasion of presenta- 
tion 01 letters of credence by 
Nicaraguan Minister to United 
States, 301-302; by Persian Min- 
ister, 545 

Costa Rica; Aid to Nicaraguan revolu- 
tionists, 306, 308; offer of mediation 
in Nicaraguan internal controversy, 
299, 300-301 

Council of Foreign Bondholders. See 
(Guatemala; Good ofiSces: British 
negotiations. 

Juba; Extradition proceedings by di- 
rect negotiations with Canal Zone 
authorities, Panaman protest, 518- 
520; U. S. most-favored-nation 
agreements with other countries, 
reservations regarding Cuba in vir- 
tue of reciprocity treaty of 1902, 
596-597, 697-598, 744, 749, 816, 
833-834 

De Courcy, Joseph, U^ S. protest against 
arbitrary manner of arrest and de- 
portation from Mexico, 253 t^260 

Denmark, question of Danfeh certifi- 
cates of origin for American cars 
assembled in. Denmark, 618-619, 
619-620, 621, 622, 623 

Di^omatio and consular imniunities: 
EestricMonjs applied by Switzer- 
land to members of staffs of foreign 
missions, 756-764; U. S. Statutes 
relating tq, 757-758, 759, 762-763; 
withdrawal of subpoena by U. S. 
Senate upon Mexican consul gen- 
eral at New York on assurance that 
consul general would appear vol- 
untarily, 248-263 
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Diplomatic relations between United 
States and — 

Canada, 118 

Irish Free State, 118 

Turkey. See Turkey: Agreement, 

Discrimination: 

Greece, concession to British com- 
pany for tramways and bus lines 
in Athens, U. S. representations 
to protect American interests, 
19-^22 

Guatemala, proposed concession of 
monopoly for Central American 
air line, U. S. representations, 
44t-47 

Poland, contingents for importation 
of automobiles, tires, and tubes, 
U. S. representations to protect 
American trade. See under Po- 
land: Importation. 

Spain, expropriation of foreign-owned 
oil properties, U. S. policy. 
See Spain: Petroleum monopoly: 
U. S. attitude. 

Dominican Republic, boundary dispute 
with Haiti, 91 

Economic conference, international, 
Geneva, 817, 818 

Elections. See under Nicaragua and 
Panama. 

Electrical communications conference, 
19W. See Cables: U. S. efforts to 
resume meetings of First Ccnnmit- 
tee. 

Embargo. See Mexico: Embargo by 
United States on shipment of arms 
and munitions; Spain: U. S. em- 
bargo against fruits and vegetables. 

Estonia, treaty of friendshipj commerce 
and consular rights with United 
States, Dec, 93, 1986, U. S. policy 
in negotiating similar treaties with 
other coxmtries, 594, 745, 817-818, 
820, 832-833, 835, 835-836 

Expropriation. See under Mexico and 
under Spain: Petroleum monop- 
oly. 

Extradition (see also under Panama): 
Supplementary convention between 
United States and Honduras, signed 
Peh 81, 115-rll7; treaty between 
United Stated and Poland^ and 
accompanying protocol, texts signed 
' Nov. 88, 6247^30; treaty betwe^ 
IJmted States and Yugoslavia, pro- 
posed, 829, 842-843; 865 

Fascist and anti-Easscist activity in 
United States. Italy. . 

Finance Corporation of Americaw See, 
under Liberia. 

Fifeetone Rubb^ Co. See Liberia:: 
Firestone rubber concession. 

France. See Cables; Persia: O^tula- 
tiohs; Spain: Petroleum monopoly. 


Germanjr (see also Cables and Persia: 
Capitulations): Assistance to De- 
partment of State in transmittal of 
funds to American citizen im- 
prisoned in Russia, 650n; commer- 
cial credits to Russia, 653; treaty 
of friendship, commerce and con- 
sular rights with United States, 
Dec. 8, 1983, U. S. policy in nego- 
tiating similar treaties with other 
countries, 92, 97-98, 594-695, 597, 
631, 632, 740n, 741n, 744?^, 751, 
753, 813-814, 816, 818-819, 820, 
821, 822, 828, 830, 832-833, 834, 
835, 839, 840, 842 

Good offices of — 

Costa Rica, offer in connection with 
Nicaraguan internal controversy, 
29% 300-301 

Great Britain. See under Mexico: 
Petroleum. 

Guatemala, offer in connection with 
Nicaraguan internal controversy, 

• 300-301, 305 

Norway, in behalf of certain Ameri- 
can citizens imprisoned in Russia, 
648-652 

United States. See under Guate- 
mala; Mexico; Turkey: Ameri- 
. can schools. 

Great Britain (see also Cables; Conces- 
sion and War debt under Greece; 
Guatem^ala: Good offices of U. S. . 
Legation; Haiti: Claims; Persist: 
Capitulations; Spain: Petroleum 
monopoly) : 

American financial mission to Persia, 
approval and assurances of co- 
operation, 523-525, 528; U. S. 
reply, 529-530 

Commercial credits to Russia, 653 

Good offices of Foreign Office and 
U. S, Department of State to 
induce American and iferitish 
interests to respect each other's 
claims to oil lands, in Mexico, 
169-176 

Hay-Pauncefote Treaty between 
United States and Great Britain 
il901), Oited, 837 

Protection of nationals in Nicaragim: 
Dispatch of British war^p, 
313-314, 314-315; U. S. pro- 
tection, 286, 287, 295, 312, 314 

Greece, 1-26 

American interest®. See Concession 
to British company and Import 
duties on wheat and flour, ii^ra. 

Concession to British company for 
tramways and bus lines in 
, Athens, U. S. representation® to 
protect American interests from 

. : discrimination, 19-22 

* import duties on wheat and flour, 

proposed increase, U. S. repre- 
sentations regarding, 22-26 
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Greece — Continued. 

Loans: 

Commercial loans in American 
market. See under War debt, 
infra. 

League of Nations, loan under 
auspices of, 12, IS, 14, 15, 18, 
18-19 

Loan agreement of 1918j 3, 6, 6-9, 
12, 16, 16-18 

U- S.-Greek negotiations for an ad- 
ditional loan to Greece in con- 
nection with fundii^ of Greek 
war debt to United States. See 
War debt, infra. 

War debt to United States, negotia- 
tions for funding of debt and for 
additional loan, 1-19 

British-Greek debt settlement, U. S. 
desire for equal considera- 
tion, 4-5, 6, 9, 10, 17 

ConEunercial loans in American 
market, U. S. policy pending 
settlement of war debt, 2, 3, 
4, 6, 6, 11-12, 14-15 

Greek statement on economic situa- 
tion, 13-14 

Preliminary discussions, 1-10 

Terms of settlement: Proposals, 12, 
15; Greek acceptance, 15-16; 
statement to press by U. S. 
Secretary of the Treasury, 
16-19 

Guatemala, 27-47, 300-301, 305 

British bondholders, iSec Good offices, 
infra. 

Concession of monopoly for Central 
American air line, proposed, 44- 
47; U. S. representations, 46-47 

Debts. See Good offices, infra. 

Good offices of U. S. Legation in 
behalf of American and British 
creditors, 27-44 

American negotiations for settle- 
ment of debt owed Interna- 
tional Railways of Central 
America 27, 33-42; apprecia- 
tion of Intematioiml Iwdlways 
for U. S. assistance, 44 

British negotiations for settlement 
of debt arising from 1897 loan, 
and U. S. assistance, 27-33, 
34, 36-39, 39-40, 41, 42-44 

Loans. See Good offices,” m^ra. 

Nicaraguanintemal controversy, offer 
of good offices in connectidn witi, 
300-301,305 

Eaiti, 48-91, 820-821 

Bouhdary dispute with Dominican' 

' ^ Republic, 91 

British claims. See Claims, infra. 

Qaims, U- S, disinelination to support 
British Govermn^it in claims 


Haiti — Continued. 

rejected by Haitian Claims Com- 
mission, 84-91 

Commercial agreement with United 
States {m6)y 820-821 
Constitution of 1918 ^ amendments, 
48-77 

Draft text, 48-60 

Haitian popular opinion, 61, 54, 66 
Passage by Council of State and 
approval by Executive, 76-77 
U. S. objections and efforts for 
certain modifications, 50-61, 
52, 53, 66-57, 68-61, 62-64, 
65-66, 68-69, 71, 75-76; Hai- 
tian attitude, 62-53, 64, 54r-56, 
57-58, 61-62, 64-65, 66-68, 
70-71, 72-75, 76 

Electoral law of 1919, amendments: 
Discussions, 77-80; enactment, 
80 

King, William H. (U. S. Senator), 
proposed visit to Haiti, opposi- 
tion of Haitian Government, 
81-83 

Treaties with United States: Treaty 
of 1915, 52, 85, 87; protocol of 
1919, 85; commercial agreement 
of 1990, 820-821 

Hay-Pauncefote Treaty, cited, 837 
Honduras (see also under Nicaragua: 
Bandit activities), treaties with 
United States, 92-117 
Extradition, supplementary to extra- 
dition convention of 1909: Ne- 

f otiations, 115-116; text signed 
'eh. 91, 116-117 

Friendship, commerce and consular 
rights, supplanting treaty of 
1864, 92-115 
Negotiations, 92-100 
Text signed Dec. 7, 101-115 
Hungary, treaty of friendship, commerce 
and consular rights with United 
States, . /wne 94, 1995, U. S. policy 
in negotiating similar treaties with 
other countnes, 97-^98, 594, 813, 
820, 828, 832-833, 835 

Immigration Act of 1994, 747 
Impqrt duties. Sco under Greece. 
Inheritance rights, prpposed treaty be- 
tween Umted States and Yugosla- 
via, ^29, 842 

Intem^tiohal Financial Coinmission 
(Heaiehic), 1, 15^16, 18-17, 18 
International Railways of Central 
America, settlement of debt owed 
b gr^Guatemeda, 27^ 33-42, 44 
Intervention^ U. S. polh^. See Pana- 
ma: Elections^^ \ 

Irish Free State, estsbli^iiment of U. S. 
dijdomatic r^r^htation, 118 
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Italy (see also Cables and Persia: Liberia, 136-168 


Capitulations), 119-131 
Fascist organizations in United States, 
125-128 

Italian Government's instructions 
as to members' conduct, 125- 
128 

Oath of Fascist League of North 
America, text, 128 

Flight over U. S. territory by Com- 
mander De Pinedo, 119-125 
Courtesies extended by United 
States, 119 

Destruction of hydroplane by fire 
at Roosevelt Dam, Ariz.: 
Details, 123-125 

Press allegations of anti-Fascist 
plot, 121-122, 125 
U. S. regrets and offers of assist- 
ance, 119-122; Mussolini's 
reply, 121 

U. S. congratulations on successful 
completion, 125 

Press attacks in United States against 
Italian Government, representa- 
tions by Italian Ambassador and 
U. S. replies, 129-131 

Jan Mayen, Island of, paramount in- 
terest of Norway in, 479-483 
.Japan (see also Cables and Persia: 
Capitulations), U. S. consideration 
of informal proposal for loan by 
American bankers to the South 
Manchuria Railway, 132 
Jews in Rumania. See Rumania: Anti- 
Semitic activity. 

Judgments, proposed treaty between 
United Stetes and Yugoslavia, 829, 
843, •ses 

King, William H. (U. S. Senator), pre- 
ssed visit to Haiti, opposition of 
Haitian Government, 81-83 

Latvia, a^ em^t with United States 
regarding mutual recognition of 
ship measurement certificates, 133- 
135 

League of Nations: Franco-Persian per- 
petual treaty, possible submission 
of question of deniihciation by! 
Persia, 587; loan to Greek Govern-: 
meat under auspices of, 12, 13, 14, 
- 15, 18, 1^19 

t^al rights, proposed treaty between 
United States and Yugoslavia, 829, 
842 


Finance Corporation of America loan 
agreement (see also Firestone 
rubber concession, tn/ra), 136- 
159 

Financial Adviser to Government 
of Liberia provided for in 
agreement, designation of, 138, 
139, 151, 152-153, 155-156, 
157-158 

Functions assigned to President of 
the United States and Depart- 
ment of State: 

Description, 151, 152-155 
Inquiries regarding willingness to 
act, communications from — 
Finance Corporation of Amer- 
ica and National City 
Bank, 136; U. S. reply, 
136-138 

Liberia, 138; U. S. replies, 138- 
140, 156 

Notification of assumption by 
Department of State, 151- 
152, 156; Liberian acknowl- 
edgment, 158-159 
Progress toward fulfillment, 151- 
152, 155-159 

Report to President Coolidge by 
Secretary of State concern- 
ing, 152-156; reply, 156 

History of negotiations, 144-147, 

148 

Relationship to Liberian war debt, 
151, 152, 154, 155, 159-160 

Relationship to 191^ loan a^ee- 
ment. See Loan by American 
bankers, infra. 

Firestone rubber concession, agree- 
ments between Firestone, Rubber 
Co. and Liberian Government 
(see also Finance Corporation of 
America loan agreement, supra ) : 

Harbor development at Monrovia, 
abandonment of agreement, 

149 

Mt. Barclay plantation agreement, 
history of negotiations, 147- 
148, 148, 149 

Planting a^eement: 

Arbitration proviidon, Firestone 
inquiry as to willinghess of 
Depariirient of State to 
assume functions allotted to 
it, 141; U. S. notification of 
assent, 141-142 

History of n^otiations, 144-146, 
147-149 

Signature by Firestone interests 
and ijansmittal to Liberia, 
140 
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Liberia — Continued. 

Loan by American bankers under 
agreement of 1912: 

Department of State, inability to 
assume functions allotted un- 
der Finance Corporation of 
America loan agreement prior 
to redemption, 137-138, 139- 
140; Liberian misunderstand- 
ing of U. S. position, 142-144, 147 
Redemption, 150-151, 152, 154, 155, 
156, 157-158, 159 

War debt to United States, payment 
in full, 151, 152, 154, 155, 159-168 
Possibility, 159-162 
Press release concerning pa 3 rment 
on Jttly By 1^-168 
Procedure, 16^163, 165-166 
H^tionship to Finance Corpora- 
tion of America loan agree- 
ment, 151, 152, 154, 155, 159-160 
Statement by Treasury Depart- 
m^t of amount due, 163-165 
Loans (see disc Guatemala: Good oflSces; 
Finance Corporation of America 
and Loan by American bankers 
wider Liberia; also under Greece; 
Nicaragua), U. S. objection to finan- 
cial projects involving flotation of 
loans to Russia in American mar- 
ket, 654 

McCoy, Gen. Frank R., mission to Nicara- 
355-356, 359, 360-362, 363, 413 
Mediation between contending factions 
in Nicaragua, offer by Costa Rica, 
299, 300-301; by Guatemala, 300- 
301, 305 

Mexico, 44, 45, 46, 169-271, 285, 286, 
293-295, 300-301, 470, 639 
Address of President Coolidge before 
United Press A^ociation, Apr. 
25 j 209-220 ; remarks of President 
(Mes in regard to, 221-225 
Arbitration of dmerences arising from 
Mexican land and petroleum 
JfcwSj attitude of Department of 
State and President Coolidge 
toward U. .S. Secate proposes 
for, 217, 223, 225-228 
Arms and jdaunitions: 

by United States. See 
Embaigo, infra, 

SInUggling of across 

t ' :U. S.-Mexican border by Mex- 
ican factions^ 246^-247 
^AJtest and d^yortation of Joseph de 
Courcy, tl. S. protest gainst 
^bitri^ manner in which ef- 
. f ected, 253-260. 

Aviation (see also Emb^go: Aircraft, 
infra), aid of Mexican Gevern- 
ment to Mexican interC^ in' 
attempt to establish Central 
American air line, 44, 45, 46 


M exico — Continued. 

Boundary dispute with United States, 
renewed negotiations for a set- 
tlement, 23^233 

Claims commission, U. S.-Mexico, 
228-230 

Claims of American citizens and in- 
terests. See Good offices and 
Petroleum, infra. 

Consul general at New York, with- 
drawal of subpoena by U. S. 
Senate upon assurance that Mexi- 
can consul general would appear 
voluntarily, 248-253 
Conventions with United States: 
General claims commission pro- 
vided for in convention of 
Sept, 8, 1928, convention ex- 
tending duration of, text signed 
Aug. 16, 1927, 228-230 
Rio Grande boundary, convention 
concerning rectification of, pro- 
posed, 232-233 

Smuggling convention of Dec, 23, 
1926, termination of, 230-231 
Embargo by United States on ship- 
ment of arms and munitions to 
Mexico, 233-246 
Aircraft: 

Nonmilitary, lifting of embargo, 
233; reimposition, and ulti- 
mate removal, 238, 246 
Planes for use by Mexican 
Army; 

Mexican requests for export 
and equipment permits, 
233-234; U. S. denial, and 
Mexican acknowledgment, 
234r-236 

Shipment of part order and 
U. S, detention of re- 
mainder, 236-238 
Munitions for official use: Mexican 
protest r^arding U. S, denial 
of permits, 240-242; U. S. 
decision to issue permits, 244- 
246 

Position of Mexican Government: 
Acknowledgment of denial of ex- 
port permits, 235-236 
Decree prohibiting official pur- 
chases of any kin:d in United 
States, 238-240; abr<^ation, 
243-244 

Protest agaipst denial of export 
pennits for official puronases 
and detention foreign 
purchases .in transit, 240-24^ 
Protests by American interests, 
242-243 

U. S. decision to relax restrictions, 

^ .244-246 

Espropriation of lands (see also Petro- 
leum, infra), 223 
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Mexico — Continued. 

General claims commission with 
United States established by con- 
vention of Sept. 8y extension 
of duration by convention signed 
Aug. 16, mr, 22^230 
Good offices of Departnaent of State 
on behalf of Howard T. Oliver 
in connection with his claim 
against Mexico, 260-271; of De- 
partment of State and British 
Foreign Office to induce Ameri- 
can and British interests to re- 
spect each other's claims to oil 
lands, 169-176 

Nicaraguan revolutionists, aid to, 
217-218, 234, 285, 286, 293-295, 
300-301, 470 

Petroleum (see also Arbitration of 
differences, supra): 

Good offices of U. S. Department of 
State and British Foreign Office 
to induce American and British 
interests to respect each other's 
claims to oil lands, 169-176 
Protection of rights of American 
owners of oil lands, 176-209, 
213-217 

Activities of American oil in- 
terests, and position of De- 
partment of State: Keport 
of Secretary of State to 
President Coolidge, 176-181; 
Senate Resolution, Feh. 3, 
requesting inf onnation con- 
cerning, 176 

Petroleum law and regyilations; 
Attitude of American in- 
terests toward retroactive 
and confiscatory features, 

182, 183, 184, 185-186, 194; 
Mexican insistence on com- 
pliance with, 181-182, 182- 

183, 184, 186, 194 
President Calles, discussions with 

U. S. Ambassador concern- 
ing, 190-192, 192, 196-197 
Supreme Court of Mexico: Deci- 
sions in oil dispute, discus- 
sions concerning, 190-191, 
192, 193, 195, 196;. text of 
opiiiidn, Nov. 17, confirming 
amparo granted to Mexican 
Petroleum Co. of California, 
197-209 

U. S. policy: Attitude of Depart- 
ment of State, 177-178, 
180-181) 195; remarks by 
President Coolidge, 213-217 
Eeligious situaticm) remarks by Sec- 
retary of ^tO) 639 


Mexico — Continued. 

Rio Grande boimdary dispute vdth 
United States, renewed negotia- 
tions for a settlement, 232^233 
Smuggling convention with United 
States, Dec. 33, 1935, termina- 
tion by United States, 230-231 
Suppression by United* States of ac- 
tivities of Mexican factions on the 
border in violation of U. S. laws, 
246-247 

U. S. Ambassador, reports of discus- 
sions with President Calles, 187- 
193, 196-197 

U. S. citizens. /See Arrest and depor- 
tation, Good offices, and Petro- 
leum, supra. 

Millspaugh, Dr, A. C., financial mission 
to Persia. See Persia: American 
mission. 

Monopolies. See Panama: Radio and 
railroad construction and Spain; 
Petroleum monopoly. 

Morocco, negotiations concerning claims 
and proposed U. S. recognition of 
Sj^nish Zone, 272-274 
Capitulations, possibility of termina- 
tion, 272 

Claims of American citizeins and 
prot6g^s: Readiness of Spain to 
study, 272-273; settlement as 
prerequisite to U. S. recognition 
of Spanish Zone, 273-274; U. S. 
suggestion for examination by 
American-Spanish commi^ion at 
Tangier, 274 

Most-favored-nation treatment: 
Discussions in connection with termi- 
nation by Persia of capitulatory 
treaties, 568, 575, 579, 582 
Treaties and agreements {see also 
U. S. policy, infra): 

U. S.-Chile, proposed treaty of 
friendship, commerce and con- 
sular rights, 598-599 
U. S.-Honduras, treaty of friend- 
ship, commerce and consular 
rights, proposed. See under 
Honduras. 

U. S.-Peru, proposed iareaty of 
friendship, commerce and con- 
sular rights, 594-599 
U. S.-Poland, commercial modus 
Vivendi of 1935, 610, 612, 613- 
614, 614, 617 

U. S.-Rumahia, treaty of friend- 
ship, commerce and consular 

^ rights, proposed. See under 

Rumania. 

U, S.-Spain, continuation of com- 
mercial modus Vivendi, 729-733 
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Most^-favored-nation treatment — Con* 
l^reaties aid agreements — Continued- 
U. S,-fiweden, proposed treaty of 
friendslxip, commerce and con- 
sidar righla, 740-753 
U. S.~Turkey. See Turkey: Agree- 
ment. 

XJ. S.-tJruguay, proposed treaty of 
friendsbip, commerce and con- 
sular rights, 813-819 
U. S.-Venezuela, proposed treaty 
of friendship, commerce and 
consular rights, 820-824 
U. S.-Yugoslavia. See Yugoslavia: 
Friendship, commerce and con- 
sular rights. 

U. S. policy in negotiating treaties of 
friendship, commerce and consu- 
lar rights, citations to most- 
favored-nation treaties conclud- 
ed with Estonia, Germany, Hun- 
gary, and Salvador, 92, 93-94, 
9^ 95-96, 97-100, 59^595, 597, 
631, 632, 740n, 741n, 744n, 745, 
751, 753, 813-814, 816, 817-818, 
818-819, 820, 821, 822, 828, 830, 
832-833, 834, 835, 835-836, 839, 
840,842 

J?atfonaI^, Russian regi^tions con- 
oteiin^ naturalized citizens of Rus- 
siah origin, 650 

Naturalization, treaty between United 
States and Yugoslavia, proposed, 
829, 842, 865 

Netherlands (see also Persia: Capitula- 
tions), proposed dlotment of Yap- 
Menado cable to Netherlands Gov- 
ernment. See Cables: Yap-Me- 
joado cable. 

Nicaragua, 217-218, 234, 285-478, 496- 
497, 497 

Arms and munitions, 217-218, 294^ 
295, 453-458 

lasimnc© by United States of li- 
eemes for export of arms and 
munitions, 294-295, 453-454 
Sale by United States to Nicara- 
guan Government, 217, 453- 
458 > 

NItoaguan request, 454-455 
' U. S: terms and Nicaraguan ac- 
C^tance, 456-458 
Sub^ecpent sales, qxiesi^n of, 458 
Bandit acti'wtks, 330, B44, 347, 349- 
350, 376, 37^ 439-4^, 464 
Activities of ^ndino and Other 
bandit ^oups (see also U. S. 
i nttaita^ infra), 330, 344, 347, 
349-350, 37% 377, 439-443, 

, 1 > 444-^, 4^,, . 447, 447-448, 

; 448-44% 450, 451, 452-453, 
464 


Nicaragua — Continued. 

Bandit activities — Continued. 

Honduran aid to bandits: 

Informal representations by U. S, 
Minister in Honduras, 448, 
449-450, 462, 453; Hon- 
duran attitude, 449-450, 
452 

Investigation by American ofiS- 
cer, arrangements, 460, 451, 
452 

U. S. marines, assistance in sup- 
pressing, 439-440, 441-442, 
443, 444-446, 446, 447, 448- 
449, 450 

Bonds for settlement of revolutionary 
claims, contemplated, 421-422, 
460 

Boundary dispute with Colombia, 478 

British nationals. See under Con- 
stitutional government: Protec- 
tion, infra. 

CanaL U. S. rights under Bryan- 
Chamorro treaty of Aug. 6, 191A, 
218, 288, 295-296, 297, 472 

Central American treaties of 199$. 
cited, 288-289, 291, 368, 368- 
369, 370, 377 

Claims commission, and question of 
payn^nt of war claims, 316, 401, 
409-410, 411, 412, 413, 421, 423, 
427, 458-469, 474 

Diaz proi>osal, 409-410 

Presentation of claims and ques- 
tion of payment, 316, 411, 412, 
413, 427, 474 

U. S. assistance in establishing, 
458-469 

Act of Nicaraguan Congress, 
Dec. 1, 1996, establishing, 
text, 461-463; amendments 
proposed, 463^64, 466 
Membership, discussions con- 
cerning Liberal appointment 
and American member's 
powers, 401, 465-468 
Preliminary conversations be- 
tween President Diaz and 
U. S. Charg% 458-461 
Program of work, 464-465 
Scope of claims* to be considered, 
question 6f^ 468-469 

Constitutional government under 
Diaz, conflict with revolutionary 
regime under Sacasa, 217-218, 
.234, 285-350, 401-402, 440, 470 

Arms and mfiinitions, U. S. policy, 
217, 294-2^ 

Costa Rica: Aid to revolutionists, 
306, 308: ofler of mediation, 
2^, 3p9-3«?l 
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Nicaragua — Continued. ! Nicaragua — Continued. 

Constitutional government ^ under Constitutional government under 
Diaz, conflict, etc. — Continued. Diaz, conflict, etc. — Continued 


Elections of 1928, proposed super- 
vision by United States (see 
also Elections, infra): Diaz 
proposals, 302, 303, 326, 329; 
joint supervision with Central 
American states, question of, 
302-304; Liberal attitude, 299, 
302, 339-340, 348; Stimson 
mission recommendations, 
324-325, 327, 329; U. S. atti- 
tude, 302, 322, 325, 336-338, 
341, 344-345 

Guatemala, offer of good offices, 
300-301, 305 

Mexico, aid to revolutionists, 217- 
218, 234, 285, 286, 293-295, 
300-301, 470 

Military operations, 300, 306, 307, 
308-309, 310-311, 316-318, 
319, 320-321, 323, 326, 328, 
329, 331, 338, 344; truce at 
Tipitapa, 336, 338, 341 

Peace negotiations (see also under 
Stimson mission, infra) y 299, 
315, 316-317 

Protection of American and other 
foreign lives and property: 

British nationals: Dispatch of 
British warship, 313-314, 
314r-315; extension of U. S. 
protection to, 286, 287, 295, 
312, 314 

Establishment of Legation guard, 
286-287, 288 

Requests of foreign diplomatic 
representatives for U. S. 
protection of nationals, 286, 
287, 288, 295, 312; U, S. 
attitude, 314, 315 

U. S. armed forces, 287, 300, 301- 
302, 306, 309, 312-313, 316 

U. S. policy, 217-218, 298, 440 

Salvador, desire to participate in 
Stimson unofficial negotiations 
to aid settlement of conflict. 
See under Stimson mission, 
infra, 

Stimson agreement for settlement 
of conflict. See Stimson mis- 
sion: Tipitapa agreement, in- 
fra, 

Stimson miSsidn: 

Appointment of Henry L. Stim- 
son as personal representa- 
tive of President of the 
United States to study Nic- 
araguan situation, 318-319, 
319-320 

Arrival at ManaguS,, 323; d^ar- 
ture, 349 


Stimson mission — Continued. 

Disarmament of forces, question 
of, 326, 327-328, 329, 330, 
334-335, 336-337, 337-338, 
339, 341, 342, 343, 347, 348, 
349; notice issued by U, S. 
naval commander concern- 
ing payment for arms and 
munitions surrendered, text, 
344-345 

Discussions with Government 
and revolutionary represen- 
tatives, 323, 326-327, 328, 
330, 331, 333, 334-335, 336, 
337-338, 339-340, 341, 343- 
344, 346-347, 401-402 

Instructions, 321-322, 325, 327- 
328, 331, 332, 335, 336-337, 
342 

Peace offers and conciliatory ac- 
tion of Diaz, reports and 
discussions regarding, 326- 
328, 333, 339, 342-343 

Reports and recommendations, 
323-325, 326-327, 328-330, 
331-332, 333, 334-335, 336, 
337-342, 342-344, 346-348 

Salvador, desire to participate in 
Stimson unofficial ^ negotia- 
tions, 333; U. Sw' efforts to 
discourage, and subsequent 
Salvadoran withdrawal, 333- 
334, 336 

Tipitapa agreement, May 11 , for 
settlement of conflict: 
Attacks by Chamorro follow- 
’ ers on constitutionality of, 

383-384, 386 

Implementation of. See 
Courts and Ji^es 'politicos^ 
infra. 

Negotiations. See Discus- 
sions, supra. 

Text of note from Stimson 
to Moncada, May il, 
embodying terms, 345- 
346; acceptance by revo- 
. lutionary military chiefs, 
347 

Termination of hostilities. See 
Stimson mission, supra. 
Termination of Sacasa regime, May 
. ^,349 

Tipitapa agreement. See under 
Stimson mission, supra, 

U. S. citizens (see also Protection, 
supra), question of service in 
Nicaraguan military forces, 
308, 309-310 
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Nicaragua — Continued. Nicaragua — Continued. 

Constitutional government under Elections — Continued. 

Eiaz. contUtct. etc, — Continued. Guardia Nacionol: Assumption of 


U, S. efforts to preserve constitu- 
tional government: 

Efforts to aid in settlement of 
, conflict prior to unoflScial 
Sthnson negotiations, 298- 
299, 306-307, 312, 315, 318- 
319 

Elections of 19B8, proposed su- 
pervision by United States. 
See Elections, supra. 

Requests by Diaz government for 
U. S, aid against revolution- 
ary activities, 285-286; U. S. 
policy against armed inter- 
vention, 285 

Stimson mission. See Stimson 
mission, mpra, 

U- S. policy of nonrecognition of 
revolutionary governments, 
304-305, 341 

Courts, reconstitution in accordance 

with Stimson agreement, 389- 

398, 464 

Appellate courts, Nicaraguan con- 
troversy concerning constitu- 
tional procedure for restora- 
tion, 391-398; U. S. efforts to 
aid in solution, 391-392, 393, 
393-394, 396, 398 
Supreme Court: 

Appellate courts, question of res- 
toration by Supreme Court 
or Congress. See Appellate 
courts, supra. 

Legalization of unprotested acts 
of de facto court, 390, 391, 
397; U. S. approval, 391, 
391-392 

Restoration of pre-Chamorro 
membership, 390-391, 464 
Elections, 350-389, 402-403, 405, 406, 

413, 451, 464, 496-497, 497 
Candidates for i998 presidential 
election: 

Chamorro: Discussions at Wash- 
ington, 367-369, 377; ques- 
tion of candidacy, 358, 359, 
^3-^4* resignation from 
post Minist^ to Prance, 
359-360, 362 

’ represe^hthtions by 

Nkari%uan Mfhi^er con- 

V ‘ sCepSng.press reps^irt® of U. S. 
sr^^rt, 373^3^4; U. S. 

. \ ’ i ! 

368, 

new 

pbs^, as- 
sistance of and U. S. 

’narines, 


control of telegraph, 365, 370- 
371, 372; organization and use 
to prevent fraud and preserve 
order, 345-346, 352-353, 405, 
406; reinforcement by U. S. 
marines, 346, 352-353, 374-375 
19B7 elections: 

Departmental, for members of 
Congress, 354, 359, 362, 364, 
365-366, 375-376, 387, 387- 
388, 402-403, 464; irregu- 
larities at Estell, 387-388 
Municipal, 364-365, 374r-375, 

386-387 

U. S. Marine Corps^ assistance, 
359, 362, 364-365, 374-375, 
376 

Stimson agreement, attacks by 
Chamorro followers on consti- 
tutionality of, 383-384, 386 
U. S. assistance in supervision of: 
Electoral commissions, national, 
departmental, and local: 
Proposed creation and Amer- 
ican chairmanships, 351-352, 
355; question of Supreme 
Court election of General 
McCoy or Nicaraguan mem- 
ber to interim chairmanship 
of national commission, 369, 
370, 372, 375, 378 
Electoral law: Proposals, 351, 
370, 381-383, 384-385; ne- 
cessity for prompt action by 
Congress, 386-387, 388-389; 
submission to Congress, 389: 
text, 379-381, 382 
McCoy, Gen. Prank R., mission 
to Nicaragua, 355-356, 359, 
360-362, 363, 413 
Procedure, suggestions of Presi- 
dent JDiaz, 356-358 
Remarks of ex-President of Pan- 
ama, 496-497, 497 
Request by President Diaz, 350- 
353, 406; D. S. compliance, 
353-354 

, U. S. concern over suggested re- 
tirement of Diaz, 384, 385- 
386 

U. S. marines, 345-346, 352-353, 
357, 359, 362, 364-365, 371, 
374-375,376 

XI. B. policy of impartiality con- 
cerning candidates, 368, 369- 
370,376-378 
Finances {see also Loans, infra), 296- 
297, 406-422, 473-474 
Bqnd is^ue to pay revolutionary 
claims, proposed, 421-422; at- 
titude of Department of State, 

: :r4^ 
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Nicaragua — Continued. 

Finances — Continued. 

Financial situation, general sur- 
veys, 29&-297, 410-412 
Internal revenues, American collec- 
tion and administration, ques- 
tion of, 409, 415, 415-416, 418 
Request for U. S. assistance, 406- 
410; inclusion in Diaz treaty 
proposals to United States, 
473-474 

Survey by Dr. W. W. Cumberland, 
proposed, 414^416, 417, 417- 
418, 41^419; U. S. instruc- 
tions to Dr. Cumberland, 
419-421 

Guardia Nacional, 308, 310, 326, 327, 
339, 345-346, 347, 350, 352-353, 
357, 364-365, 370-371, 372, Z74r- 
375, 376, 404-405, 406, 411, 
433-439, 440, 441, 475, 476-477 
Agreement between United States 
and Nicaragua establishing, 
433-439 

Request by President Diaz for 
U. S. assistance and coopera- 
tion in designating certain 
officers, 433-434; U. S. 
assent, 434 

Text signed Dec. 22^ 434r-439 
Elections, functions in connection 
with, 345-346, 352-353, 365, 
370-371, 372, 374-375, 405, 
406 

Suppression of bandit activities 
with aid of U. S. marines, 
440, 441 

Jefes 'politicos^ appointment of Liber- 
als in Liberal departments as 
provided by Stimson agreement, 
342, 346, 348, 399-406 

Loans by American bankers, 323, 
411, 412, 413-41^ 417, 421-433 
$1,000,000 loan by Guaranty Trust 
Co. of New York and J. & W. 
Seligman <fe Co., to defray 
Army costs: Attitude of De- 
partment of State, 428, 432; 
consummation, 432-433; ex- 
penditures under, 323: pre- 
liminary negotiations, 427-432; 
repayment, 411, 417; terms, 
430-432 

Private loans {see also $1,000,000 
loan, supra): Inconclusive ne- 
gotiations, 423-427; attitude of 
D^artment of State, 422, 423- 
424, 424, 425, 426 

McCoy, Gen. Jtank R., mission to 
Nicaragua, 355r-356,.359, 360- 
362, 363, 413 

Minister to United States, presenta- 
tion of letters of credence, re- 
marks by President Coolidge, 
301-302 


Nicaragua — Continued. 

Munitions. See Arms and mimi- 
tions, supra, 

R6sum4s of U. S.-Nicaraguan rela- 
tions by President Coolidge: 
Message to Congress, Jan, 10, 
288-298; remarks in address to 
United Press Association, Apr, 
25, 217-218; remarks upon Nica- 
raguan Minister's presentation of 
letters of credence, 301-302 

Stimson, Henry L. (see also Con- 
stitutional government: Stimson 
mission, supra), 392, 399, 465 

Stimson agreement. See Constitu- 
tional government: Stimson mis- 
sion: Tipitapa agreement, supra, 

Tipitapa agreement. See under Con- 
stitutional government: Stimson 
mission, supra. 

Treaties with United States (see also 
Treaty of alliance, infra): 1884, 
471; 1914y 295-296, 471, 472, 473 

Treaty of alliance with United States, 
proposal by President Diaz, 
469-478 

Attitude of Nicaraguan Congress, 
475-477 

Conventions proposed to be in- 
cluded: 

Financial, 473-474 
Guardia Nacional, 475; U. S. 
Army or Marine Corps as- 
sistance, question of, 476- 
477 

Sanitary, 475 

Possibility of U. S. declination to 
negotiate, 477-478 

Texts of Diaz government notes, 
469-475 

U. S. armed forces. See Bandit ac- 
tivities, Constitutional govern- 
ment, Elections, Guardia Na- 
cional, and Treaty of alliance, 
supra, 

U. S. citizens: 

Military service with Nicaraguan 
Government, U. S. attitude, 
308, 309-310 

Protection of life and property. 
See under Constitutional gov- 
ernment, supra, 

Norway, 479-483, 648-652 

Good offices in behalf of certain 
American citizens imprisoned in 
Russia, 648-652 

Island of Jan Mayen in Arctic Ocean, 
paramount interest in, 479-483 

Appropriation to Norwegian citizen 
for territorial claims, 481-482 

Claim of Polarfront Co. (Ameri- 
can), Norwegian denial of 
validity, 479-481, 482-483 
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Oil concessions and properties. jSfee 
Mexico: Petroleum; Spain: Petro- 
leum monopoly; and under Persia. 

Oil Producers' Association, agreement 
among members regarding applica- 
tions for oil concessions in Mexico, 
170, 171, 171-172, 172-173 

Oliver, Howard T., claim against 
Mexico, U. S. good ofBces in connec- 
tion with, 260-271 

Open door principle: Greece, U. S. 
policy, 19; Persia, British policy, 
525, 529; Uruguay, U. S. policy, 
81^814 

Panama, 484r-520 

Concessions- See Radio and railroad 
construction, infra. 

Elections, question of U. S. supervi- 
sion, 490-498 

Appeals by National Coalition Por- 
rista Party for U. S. guarantee 
of free elections in 19B8, 490- 
493, 49^98 

Request by Panaman Minister for 
statement of U. S. policy con- 
cerning intervention, 493; U. S. 
reply, 494 

U. S. statement of nonintention to 
supervise 1928 elections, 494 
Extradition, Panaman protests toU.S. 
and Cuban Governments against 
direct negotiations between Cuba 
and Canal Zone authorities, 518- 
519; U. S. reply, 519-520 
Intervention by united States, ques- 
tion of. See Elections, supra. 
Monopolies of the United States and 
the Panama Railroad Co. for 
radio and railroad construction. 
See Radio and railroad construc- 
tion, infra. 

Radio and railroad construction, 
Panaman contracts with commer- 
cial interests, 499-518 
Description, 499-500, 516-517 
Memorandum by U. S. Legation on 
railroad construction and mo- 
nopoly rights of the United 
Stat^ and the Panama Rail- 
road Co., 504-516 
Panaman position, 501, 502-503, 
503-504 

U- S. protests and reservation of 
rights under existing U. S.- 
Panaman arrangements, 500- 

502, 516, 517-518 
Treaties with United Stages: 

Treaty of l^S: Cited, 492, 495, 

503, 506, 509, 512, 513, 514- 
515, 618-519; eomj^rison with 
unperfeoted treaty of 1926, 
488, 488-489 


Panama — Continued. 

Treaties with United States — Con. 
Unperfected treaty of J uly 28, 1926, 
for settlement of points or 
difference, 484-490 
Modification of art. II to provide 
immediate payment by 
United States of $1,250,000, 
road construction to be 
undertaken by Panama: 
Panaman proposal, 484: 
U. S. attitude, 484-486, 
487 

Nonratification by Panama and 
desire for further modifica- 
tions, 487-490 

Panama Canal, rights of transit estab- 
lished by Hay-Pauncefote Treaty 
{1901), 837 
Paraguay, 621-522 

Boundary dispute with Bolivia, 522 

Concession to Asunci6n Port Con* 
cession Corporation, 521-522 
Persia, 523-593 

American agricultural and other ex- 
perts in Persian service, 526, 662, 
564 

American mission to assist in admin- 
istration of finances, 523-567, 
572, 581 

Appointment, assistance by De- 
partment of State: 

Persian desire for designation of 
advisers by Department of 
State, 525-526; U. S. sug- 
gestion of names of Dr. A. 
C. Millspaugh and assist- 
ants, and Persian approval, 
527-528, 529, 530 
U. S. unwillingness to assume 
responsibility for actual ap- 
pointment, 526, 527-528, 
530 

British approval and assurances of 
support, 523-525, 528; U. S. 
reply, 529-530 

Commendation by President 
Coolidge and Secretary of 
State, 644, 545-546 
Contract renewal {1925), 540 
Controversy with Persian Govern- 
ment {1924) over contract 
violations: Insistence of mis- 
sion on settlement of con- 
tracts, 631-532, 533-534; 
U. S. Legation's efforts resulting 
in solution of difllculties, 532- 
533, 534-540 

Persian reorganization of judiciary 
and termination of capitula- 
tions, views of Dr. Millspaugh, 
572, 581 
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Persia — Continued. 

American noission to assist in admin- 
istration of finances — Continued, 
Termination of Dr. Millspaugh's 
services {19^7), following diffi- 
culties with Persian Govern- 
ment: 

Contract renewal, crisis over, 
551-554 

Departure of Dr. Millspaugh 
from Persia, 554, 555 
Dissatisfaction of Shah with 
certain acts of Dr. Mills- 
paugh, 541, 542, 547, 54&- 
551, 554 

Relation to contracts of other 
members of mission, 547- 
548, 554 

R6sum5 by Dr. Millspaugh of 
work in Persia and circum- 
stances of his withdrawal, 
563-567 

Unofficial efforts by U. S. Min- 
ister to reconcile differences: 
Instructions by Department 
of State, 541, 546-547, 552- 
553; reports by Minister, 
542-543, 547-552, 553-554 
U. S. attitude. See U. S. reser- 
vation, in/ra. 

U. S. declarations of nonresponsi- 
bility for acts of American 
nationals in Persian employ, 
528, 529-530, 530-531 
U. S, reservation of liberty con- 
cerning future requests for 
assistance in securing Ameri- 
can advisers: Instructions to 
U. S. Minister, 555, 556, 559, 
560-561; Minister's reports, 
555-556, 556-559, 560, 561- 
563; Persian attitude, 558-559, 
560, 561-562 

Capitulations, notification of ter- 
mination, 567-593 
Announcement by Shah of inten- 
tion to abolish c^itulations: 
Comments of U. o. Minister, 
570-571; diplomatic corps dis- 
cussions, 567, 569-570; re- 
ports concerning, 567, 568, 
572, 573, 577; text of order 
iss^ued by the Shah, 572-573 
Denunciation of capitulatory 
treaties, effective May 10, 
19^8, and desire for negotia- 
tion of new treaties: 

Attitude of foreign governments 
(see also Diplomatic corps, 
infra), 575, 577, 578, 582, 
583, 584^585, 589-590, 592- 
593 


srsia— Continued. 

Capitulations, notification of ter- 
mination — Continued, 
Denunciation of capitulatory 
treaties — Continued. 
Comments of American Minister, 
575, 577-578, 580-582, 583, 
585, 586-587, 588-590, 591- 
592 

Diplomatic corps recommenda- 
tions regarding, 575, 576, 
679-580 

Most-favored-nation principle, re- 
lationship, 568, 575, 579, 582 
Turkey and Soviet Union, al- 
leged pressure in favor • of 
denunciation, 570, 578, 586, 
587 

U. S.-Persian treaty of 1856, tfext 
of note denouncing, 574; 
U. S. acknowledgment and 
further correspondence re- 
garding, 576, 583, 587-591 
Reorganization of judiciary, rela- 
tionship to termination of 
capitulations, 568-569, 571- 
572, 573, 576, 577, 582, 587- 
588, 589, 590-591, 593 
Finances. See American mission, sw- 
pra» 

Imbrie, Robert W., U. S. vice consul 
at Teheran, 53^ 533 
Millspaugh, Dr. A. C. See American 
mission, supra. 

Minister to United States, presenta- 
tion of letters of credence, 544- 
545 

Oil concessions and properties of 
foreign companies, 523, 524 
Open door principle, British policy, 
525 529 

Treaty ’with United States, 1856, 
See U. S.-Persian treaty under 
Capitulations: Denunciation, sw- 
pra, 

Peru, 97-98, 594-599, 835 
Boundary dispute with Colombia, 599 
Treaties with United States: 

Convention and protocol, Jan, 19, 
19B3, to facilitate work of 
traveling salesmen, 97-98, 595, 
835 

Friendship, commerce and consular 
rights, inconclusive negotia^ 
tions, 594r“599 

Petroleum. See Persia: Oil concessions 
and properties; Spain: Petroleum 
monopoly; and under Mexico, 
Philippine Islands, nonapplicabihty of 
U. S. arrangements with foreign 
governments for reciprocal exemp- 
tion from income tax on shipping 
profits, 754^755 
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Poland, 600-630 

Arms and munitions, U, S. reques’ 
that American manufacturers b< 
given same consideration as thos< 
of other narions, 600-609 
Colt Firearms Co., attempts to 
conclude contract, and re- 
quests for L^ation’s assistance. 
600, 601, 60^604, 604-606, 
607-609 

XJ. S, policy, and informal efforts of 
if. S. Legation to secure equi- 
table treatment for American 
interests, 600, 602, 604, 606- 
607,608-609 

Ocmxmerci^ modus viveudi with United 
States apj85), 610, 612, 613-614, 
614, 617 

Exteadition treaty with United States 
and accompanying protocol, texts 
signal Nov, BSj 624-630 

Importation of American automobiles, 
tires, and tubes, 609-623 
Commesrcial modus vivendi of 19^5 t 
application of most-favored- 
nation provision, 610, 612, 
613-614, 614, 617 

Danish certificates of origin for 
American ears ass^bled in 
Denmark, question of, 618- 
619, 619-620, 621, 622, 623 
U. S. n^otiations for increase in 
contingents {see also U. S. rep- 
resentations, infra) j 618-623 
U. S. representations against dis- 
crimination and for increase in 
contingents, 609-611, 613-618; 
Polish position and explana- 
tion of contingent system, 
611-613, 615-616 

Polarfront Co., claim to land on Island 
of Jan Mayen, and Norwegian 
denial of validity, 479-481, 482-483 
Porto Eieo, Venezuelan tariff discrimi- 
nation against, 822-823, 824 
Protocols. Sec Treaties, conventions, 
etc. 


Quarantine against Mediterranean fruit 
fiy, U. S.-Spanish negotiations con- 
' ceming, 731, 732, 733-739 

Eadio c(wmunka;tions. See Panama: 

Radio and raikoad cmastruction. 
Rec(^mtioia (see eeho Morocco and 
Yemen), U. S. poKey of nonrecog- 
nitiGai of revolutionary govem- 
ments, 304-305, 341 
Reparations, Oaman, noncredit of 
fomoer Ckeaman cables, 276, 283 
Revj^ue Acts of 19$1 and subsequent 
years, 754-755 


Revolutionists, doctrine of responsibility 
of governments for acts of suc- 
cessful revolutionists, 84-85, 87, 88 
Rio Grande boundary dispute, U. S.- 
Mexico, renewed negotiations for a 
settlement, 232-233 
Rumania, 631-647 

Agreement with United States accord- 
ing mos'^favored-nation treat- 
ment in customs matters, Feb, 26^ 
1926, See Commercial modus 
vivendi under Treaty, infra, 

Amen^ for injuries to American citi- 
zen resulting from riots at Oradea- 
Mare, successful efforts of U. S. 
Minister to secure, 641-647 

Anti-Semitic activity: 

Protests by American Jewish groups, 
and TJ . S. attitude, 637-640 
Reports concerning, 641, 642 

Treaty of friendship, commerce and 
consular rights with United States, 
proposed, 631-637 
Commercial modus vivendi of Feb, 
26, 1926, continuance pending 
conclusion of treaty, 632, 634, 
635, 636-637 

Rumanian treaty policy, 632, 633- 
635 

U. S. attitude and policy, 631, 636 
Russia, 570, 578, 686, 587, 648-654 

Attitude toward termination by Persia 
of capitulatory rights enjoyed by 
other foreign countries, 570, 578, 
686, 587 

Imprisonment of certain American 
citizens and good offices of Nor- 
way to secure their release, 648- 
652 

Purchases in the United States, U. S, 
statement of conditions for fi- 
nancing, 652-664 

Salvador, 44-46, 92, 93-94, 96, 96-96, 
98-100, 303, 308, 333-334, 336, 
817-818, 820, 835 

Concession to Mexican interests for 
C^tral American air line, pro- 
posed, 44-46 

Desire to participate in Stimson 
unofficial negotiations for settle- 
ment of Nicaraguan internal 
conia'oversy, 333; U. S. efforts to 
discourage, and subsequent Sal- 
vadoran withdrawal, 333-334, 
336 

Treaty of friendship, commerce and 
consiito ri^ts with United States, 
22, 1926, U. S. policy in 
negotiating similar treaties with 
other countries, 92, 93-94, 95, 
t5-96, 98-100, 817-818, 820, 
835 
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Ship measurement certificates, agree- 
ment between United States and 
Latvia regarding, 133-135 
Shipping profits, nonapplicability to 
Philippine Islands of arrangements 
between United States and foreign 
governments for reciprocal exemp- 
tion from income tax, 754-755 
Smuggling convention of Dec. 1925 
between United States and Mexico, 
U. S. termination, 230-231 
Spain (see also Morocco: Persia: Capit- 
ulations), 655-739 

Agricultural products, importation 
into United States. See U. S. 
embargo, infra. 

American interests. See under Pe- 
troleum monopoly, infra. 

Commercial modus vivendi with United 
States, continuation, 729-733 

Expropriation. See under Petroleum 
monopoly, infra. 

Petroleum monopoly, 655-729 
American and other foreign petro- 
leum interests : Attitude toward 
expropriation, and olaims for 
indemnity, 674-675, 677, 681, 
697, 698, 699, 701-702, 706, 
708-710, 713, 714, 715-716, 
722, 727; attitude toward mo- 
nopoly, 657-658, 669-670, 670- 
671, 671-673, 674-675, 677, 
680-681, 683, 688, 689, 691- 
693, 694, 695, 696, 707, 718, 
720-727 

British views, 681, 682, 692, 694, 
703-704, 712 

Expropriation of foreign petroleum 
installations: 

Compensation, quesrfjion of. See 
American and other foreign 
petroleum interests and Brit- 
ish views, supra; and U. S. 
attitude and representations, 
infra. 

Governmental decree, 673, 677- 
678 

Governmental orders designating 
authority to monopoly com- 
pany, 684r-687, 692, 706 
Orders by monopoly company, 
696-697, 702, 710, 728; posi- 
tion of Standard Ou Co. 
subsidiary, 697 

Seizures, 695-696, 698-699, 700, 
701, 707-708, 711, 713-715,: 
724-726, 729 1 

French views, 694, 704, 711, 712 j 
Governmental decrees concerning: 
Issuance, 655, 657, 659, 673,1 
676, 676, 716-717, 728-729;] 
t^s, 669-667, 677-680 ' 


Spain — Continued. 

Petroleum monopoly — Continued. 
Information concerning institution 
and operation of monopoly, 
655-659, 668-670, 675-677, 
683, 688, 690, 691-692, 695- 
696, 706-708, 713, 716-717, 
728-729 

Representations by Spanish Am- 
bassador against refusal of 
American petroleum companies 
to supply monopoly, 683, 
688 

Representations by United States 
* for adequate and equitable 
compensation of expropriated 
American properties. See U. S, 
attitude, infra. 

U. S. attitude, and representations 
for adequate and equitable 
compensation of expropriated 
American properties, 667-668, 
674, 681-682, 683, 684, 693, 
694-695, 698, 700-701, 703, 
704-705, 711-712, 713, 717- 
722, 723-724, 729; Spanish 
position, 684, 687-690, 693- 
694, 718-719, 719, 720, 721, 
722, 723, 727 

U. S. embargo against fruits and 
vegetables affected by Mediter- 
ranean fruit fiy, negotiations 
concerning, 731, 732, 733-739 
Investigation, at Spanish request, 
of fruit ny situation regarding 
grapes and tomatoes, 731, 732, 
733-734, 736, 737 
U. S, Department of Agriculture, 
statements of attitude toward 
quarantine measures, 734r-736, 
737-739 

Standard Oil Co. (see also Mexico: 
Petroleum; Persia: Oil concessions; 
Spain: Petroleum monopoly), re- 

g ort concerning destruction by 
re of Italian naval hydroplane at 
Roosevelt Dam, Ariz., 123-125 
Stimson, Henry L. See under Nicara^ 
gua, 

Sweden: Proposed treaty of friendship, 
commerce and consular rights with 
United States, inconclusive nego- 
tiations, 740-753; shipping profits, 
nonapplieabili^ to Philippine Is- 
lands of U. S. -Swedish arrangement 
for reciprocal exemption from in- 
come tax, 764r-755 

Switzerland, restrictions upon diplo- 
matic immunities of members of 
staffs of foreign missions, 756-764 
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Tariff Act of 635, 743, 820, 822 
Taxation {see also Sweden: Shipping 
profits), Spanish desires in con- 
nection with Spanish Zone in 
Morocco, 272-273 
Treaties, conventions, etc.: 

Alliance, U. S.-Nicaragua, proposed. 
See under Nicaragua. 

Cables, Washington arrangement of 
19iSl regarding allotment of Y&p- 
Menado cable to Netherlands, 
275-276, 270-280 

Central American treaties of 192$j 
cited, 288-289, 291, 368, k 368- 
369, 370, 377 

Claims, U. S.-Mexico. Mexico: 
General claims commission. 

Commercial agreements. See Com- 
mercial treaties and agreements. 

Consular convention, XJ. S.-Belgium, 
Mar. 9, 1880, cited, 839 

Extradition. See Extradition. 

Extraterritoriality. jSce Persia: Capit- 
ulations: Denunciation of capit- 
ulatory treaties. 

Guardia Nacionod de Nicaragua, IJ. S.- 
Nicaragua. See under Nicaragua. 

Hay-Pauncefote Treaty, U. S.-Great 
Britain (1901), cited, 837 

Loan agreement of 1918 between 
France, Great Britain, United 
States, and Greece, 3, 6, 6-9, 12, 
15, 16-18 

Most-favored-nation treatment, treat- 
ies and agreements. See under 
Most-favored-nation treatment. 

Naturalization treaty, U. S.-Yugo- 
slavia, proposed, 829, 842, 861, 
865 

Reciprocity, U. S.-Cuba {1902), 596- 
597, 597-598, 744, 749, 816, 833- 
834 

Ship measurement certificates, agree- 
ment between United States and 
Latvia regarding, 133-135 

Smugglmgy XJ. S.-Mexico, Dec. 23, 
1925, U. S. termination, 230-331 

Tipitapa agreement, May 11, for set- 
tlement of Nicaraguan internal 
controversy. See under Nica- 
ragua: Constitutional govern- 
ment: Stimson mission. 

Traveling salesmen, U. S. conventions 
with Latin American countries 
to facilitate work of, 96-98, 595, 
821, 835 

U- S.-Belgium, consular convention 
(1880), cited, 839 

U. S.-Cuba, reciprocity treaty of 
1902, 596-597, 597-598, 744, 749, 
816, 833-834 


Treaties, conventions, etc. — Continued, 

U. S.-Estonia. See Estonia. 

U. S.-Germany. See under Germany. 

U. S.-Great Britain: Hay-Pauncefote 
Treaty of 1901, cited, 837 

U. S.-Haiti: Treaty of 1916, 52, 85, 
87; protocol of 1919, 85; com- 
mercial agreement of 1926, 820- 
821 

. U. S.-Honduras. See Honduras. 

U. S.-Hungary. See Hungary. 

U. S.-Latvia, agreement regarding 
mutual recognition of ship meas- 
urement certificates, 133-135 

U. S.-Mexico. See Mexico: Con- 
ventions. 

U. S.-Nicaragua: 

Alliance, proposed treaty of, 469- 
478 

Guardia Nacional de Nicaragua, 
agreement establishing, signed 
Dec. 22, 1927, 433-439 

Treaty of 1884, 471; of 19U, 295- 
296, 471, 472, 473 

U. S.-Panama. See under Panama. 

U. S.-Persia. See under Persia: Ca- 
pitulations: Denunciation, 

U. S.-Peru. See under Peru. 

U. S.-Poland. See Commercial mo- 
dus vivendi and Extradition treaty 
under Poland. 

U. S.-Rumania. See under Rumania. 

U. S.-Salvador. See under Salvador. 

U, S.-Serbia, treaty of commerce and 
navigation^ 1881, 828, 841-842, 
861-862 

U. S.-Spain, commercial modus vi- 
vendi, continuation, 729-733 

U. S.-Sweden, inconclusive negotia- 
tions for treaty of friendship, 
commerce and consular rights, 
740-753 

U. S.-Turkey. See Turkey: Agree- 
ment with United States and 
General treaty. 

U. S.-Uruguay, inconclusive negotia- 
tions for treaty of friendship, 
commerce and consular rights, 
813-819 

U. S.-Venezuela, inconclusive negotia- 
tions for treaty of friendship, 
commerce^ and consular rights, 
820-824 

U. S.-Yemen, proposed treaty of rec- 
ognition, 825-827 

U. S.-Yugoslavia. See Yugoslavia. 

Versailles treaty, 1919, 275, 276, 836- 
837 


VOLUME I AND H ABB TN n TCXim SET AEATELY 



INDEX 


885 


Turkey, 570, 578, 586, 765-812 

Agreement with United States to 
establish diplomatic and consular 
relations and to preserve status 
quo in commercial relations, ef- 
fected by exchanges of notes, 
Feh. 17, 765-804 

Negotiations at Angora {see also 
General treaty with United 
States, infra) following failure 
of U. S. Senate to ratify general 
treaty of 19^3, 766-769, 770, 

772, 774-794, 799-801 

Notes exchanged Feh. 17: 

Publicity, question of, 793, 794, 
799-800, 801-802 
Texts: Commercial relations, 
797-799; general relations, 
794-797; supplementary, 
confirming full powers to 
sign, 799 

American schools, 801, 804r-812 

Attendance, 806 

Good offices of U. S. Embassy in 
support of application of Amer- 
ican Board of Foreign Missions 
for reopening of certain schools 
in Anatolia, 804-805, 806-810, 
810-812 

Purchase by Turkey of American 
school property in Anatolia, 
question of, 80^807, 808, 810- 
811, 812 

Attitude toward termination by Persia 
of capitulatory rights enjoyed by 
other foreign countries, 570, 578, 
586 

Capitulations, U. S. attitude toward, 
768, 779, 790 

Commercial modus vivendi with 
United States, continuation of 
status quo. See Agreement, 
supra. 

Diplomatic relations with United 
States, establishment of {see also 
Agreement, supra) : Accrediting 
of Ambassadors, 803n, 804n; ar- 
rangements for appointment of 
Ambassadors, 803-804 

General treaty with United States, 
signed at Lausanne, Aitg. 6, 193$ 
{see also Agreement, supra), 
U. S. Senate action regarding: 

Consideration, 765-766 

Nonratification, 766, 773; press 
comment in Turkey and United 
States, 769-770, 770-771, 772- 

773, 774, 777 

Pesubmission, question of, 768, 
769, 771, 774, 776, 781, 782, 
784, 786-787, 789-790 

U. S. High Commissioner {see also 
Agreement, supra), termination 
of mission, 802, 804 > 
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Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
See Russia. 

Uruguay, proposed treaty of friendship, 
commerce and consular rights be- 
tween United States and Uruguay, 
inconclusive negotiations, 813-819 

U. S. armed forces. See under Nica- 
ragua. 

U- S. citizens {see also American agri- 
cultural and other experts and 
American mission under Persia; 
Morocco: Claims; Rumania: 
Amends; and also under Mexico and 
Nicaragua), good offices of Norway 
in behalf of American citizens im- 
prisoned in Russia. 648-652 

U. S. Congress. See Arbitration, Con- 
sul general, and Petroleum: Pro- 
tection of rights: Activities of 
American oil interests under Mexi- 
co: Turkey: General treaty. 

U. S. Department of Agriculture. See 
under Spain: U. S. embargo. 

U. S. Treasury Department, statements 
and correspondence regarding — 
Greek war debt, 9-10, 16-19 
Liberian war debt, 162-165, 167-168 

Venezuela, inconclusive negotiations for 
treaty of friendship, commerce and 
consular rights with United States, 
820-824 

War debts. See under Greece and 
Liberia. 

Yap-Menado cable. See under Cables. 

Yemen, disinclination of United States 
to enter into treaty relations with 
Imam of Yemen, 825-827 

Yugoslavia, treaties with United States, 
828-865 

Commerce and navigation, Oct H, 
1881, 828, 841-842, 861-862 
Friendship, commerce and consular 
rights, proposed: 

Inquiry by United States as to 
Yugoslav willingness to enter 
into negotiations, 828; Yugo- 
slav attitude, 828-829 
N^otiations: 

Draft submitted by United 
States: Amendments and 
modifications, 860-865; 
statement of U. S. position, 
829-843; text, 843-860 
Failure of, 86571 

Other proposed treaties: American 
inheritance rights, 829, 842; ex- 
tradition, 829, 842-843, 865; 
judgments, 829, 843, 865; legal 
rights, 829, 842; naturalization, 
829, 842, 861, 865 
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